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ADVERTISEMENT. 

T he following letters were written in the German language by the Baron Calpar 
Riefbeck, a native of the Dutchy of Wurtenberg. 

As the author has aflfuraed the charaSer of a Frenchman, it has been prefuraed| that 
he was of that nation: But, befides that the work was never publifhed in France, the free¬ 
dom and feverity with which he every where treats the natives of that couhitry, convey 
fufficient proof that he did not belong to it himfelf. He died February 5, 1786, of a 
fever, at Aran, in Switzerland, aged thirtyycars. 

The ma. iy Inaccuracies which may be found fcattgred up and down in the tranflation, 
will meet with fome apology in the bofom of the cSndid, w'hen they are pleafed to confi- 
der the painful and tedious illnefs, under which the tranflator laboured, and yrhich at 
laft put a period to his life. And if the reader, in the perufal of the work, ihould meet 
with paflages which have the appearance of indelicacy, he maybe affured that many 
more are omitted, which may be found in the original, and even ihofe which remain:f 
hardly fufficient to^ive offence to the moft fcrupulous, were intended to have been 
cx}funged by the tranflator, whofe purity of thought could (®ly be furpaffed by the 
vojL. VI. B ’ purity 
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purity of his life. In fliort, whatever inaccuracies may have efcapcd the attenftion of 
the tranllator of thefe letters, 

.. I '■ . qnas aut incurta fudit. 

Jut humana parum cavil tialura — 

it is prefumed that they will be amply compenfated by the entertainment and infor- 
ma^on with which they abound. 


TRAVELS, 
LETTER 1 . 


DEAR BROTHER, 


Stutgari, April 3, 1780. 


H LRE I have pitched my firfl: camp, and intend to make excurfions from hence 
into the dilFcrcnt parts of Suabia, according as opportunities oflor. 

I have made it a rule to myfelf to take particular parts of Germany as middle points, 
and from thence to ramble round the country till I have feen all that I think worth notice. 
It is my intention to lludy Germany thoroughly, w'ithout, however, extending my inqui¬ 
ries to the numberlels landgraviates, inargraviates, baronies, republics, &;c. fvc. As to 
thefe, it is doing them honour enough to fay that they exift. 

You know that I flayed fome time in Strafburg, as well for th.e fako-of learning to 
fpeak a little German, as to make myfelf acquainted, by the heb of maps and books, 
with the country I mean to travel through. In this purfuit I found more alliftance than, 
I could have expeded, and it is certainly not the fault of the German geographers and 
politicians that their country is fo little known by foreigners. 

Having fometimes been fo kind as to allow me a genius for the obfervation of int-n 
and manners, you may roafonably expert fomething more in my letters than what you 
have commonly met with in our French and Englifh travellers. Thefe, indeed, have 
ufually been gentlemen, who having travelled in clofe pofl-chaifcs to the great courts, 
as if (as Yorick fays) they were riding port from death, have given us the few anecdotes 
they have picked up, either at the polt-Iioufe, whilfl they were changing horfes, or from 
their bankers, or from their opera-girls, as true accounts of the flatc of manners, legif- 
lation^ religion, &c. of the country. 

A man who would know all orders of people, fliould mix with them all j but this is 
what a common traveller feldom either can or will do, on the contrary, they arc ge¬ 
nerally compelled to live in a narrow circle, where they hear of nothing but the plea- 
fures and occupations of the company ; therefore, again, a man mufl be a ftudious tra¬ 
veller by profeifion, to enter into the«^eculiaritics of a whole people. After all, let him 
be ever fo willing, and ever fo well prepared, he will find it more difficult to know Ger¬ 
many than any other country; for it is not here as in France, where, as all ape the man¬ 
ners of the capital, by going thither you fee all, as it were, in the compafs of a nut-fliell. 
In Germany there is no town which regulates the manners of the whole, but the coiin- 
'u-y is divided into a nutnberlefs variety of large and fmall ftates, differing from each 
other in religion, government, opinions, &c. and which have no band cf union whatever, 
except their common language. 
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You know that I commonly travel on foot when I cannot get into a public land or 
water carriage; but thefc are inexpreffibly plcafant to me on account of the company 
I meet in them, even (hould that company happen to confift only of Jews, Capuchins, 
and old women. 

You know too that I am enough a citizen of the world to find Anne good^ out of my 
owm country, and not to be outrageoufly out of humour when ell is not as it is at home. 

You may depend on receiving one letter at leafl every week, in w’hich you will have 
an account either of a German town or of iomc part of the country. General obfer- 
vations I muff, of courfe, defer to the end, wlicn 1 fliall have pur together the fevcral 
broken parts of the narrative. I fliall not trouble you wiih any of the nonfenfc which 
you mult have enough of in our daily publications. 


LETTER II. 

Siuigart, April lo, 1780. 

I HOPE that you received ray letter of the third, which was intended as a kind of 
introduftion to our future correfpondencc. Though I know how odious letter-writing 
is to you, I mull nevcrthelefs infill on an anfwer to every fix of mine, and if you cannot 
bring yourfelf to fit down to work, defirc Nannette to do it for you.—But to my diary: 
As I was gating into the poft-waggon at Strafburg, who fliouldcome in, in a poll-chaifc 

and four, but Mr. B-! No doubt, you mull have feen him at Paris at Madame 

H-’s. ‘Whither,’ fays he, ‘fofall?’ ‘A pilgrimage through Germany,’ 

fays I. ‘ Out upon the llupid country,’ fays he ; I have jull travelled over it, but in 
truth it is not worth the trouble.’ At firll I thought that he mull at leall have made 
Ibme Itay in fome of the principal German towns; but when I came to inquire, I found 
that what he called having travelled over the llupid country, was a fmall cxcurfion from 
Switzerland, through part of Suabia and Bavaria, as far as Munich, and from thence 
into France again by Augfburg, Him, and Friburg, As there happened to be a map of 
Germany behind the door of the poh-houfe, with the point of my fword I traced the 
parts of the country he had been over, and Ihewcd him, that far from having travelled 
through Germany, he had fcarcc feen :iny part of it; but this did not alfedl him at all 
‘Go you,’ fays he, ‘go you; for my part 1 l:ave feen it.’ 

My company confilted of a \vine-mcrcha?^.f from Uim, with a melancholy facgi^ who 
was always lhaldng his lips as if he had taftcff lour wine, and an elderly lady, who laid 
flic was hired as a governefs in a great houfe at Vienna. As ncitlier of thefe compa¬ 
nions had any peculiar charms for me, I amufed myfclf as we travelled alongjjhe banks 
of the Rhine, with confidering the idea peribns who live in the great Favilian world en¬ 
tertain of what they call with us le Norcl. 1 had been led into this by the gafeonade of 

M. B--, and th^ fight of the German poll-map. Here, then, thought I to myfelf, 

(as. I run over in my mind that track of country which reaches from the fpot I was then 
on to the frozen fea,) in ancient limes dwoli/the Cimbri, the Goths, the Fi auks, the 
Saxons, the Suabians, and the Allemanni; and herv'! now are the Swedes, the Prullians, 
and the Ruffians; and all this great country, together with the formidable pofl'effors of 
it, we difpofe of in a word that conveys much the fame ideas to the readers as Ics Puis 
Bas, the low countries. Lcs Pais Bos and the Nord, a Frenchman confidcrs jis onlv So 
^ many dependencies on the omnipotent France. There is really nothing to be lilfd to 
this but what Friftram Shandy fays upon a like occafion: ‘ The French have a pkafant 
^ay of treating all great matters.’ I could not help laughing inwardly as thefc thoug hts 

B a came 
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came into my head, and tHis'fightof the ruined fortifications of Kehi ^ve my laughter 
frefli force, iiom the recolledion that the mighty Louis, whofe great mind had itin con* 
temptation to annex the fmall dependencies of the Nord and the pais bas^ together with 
Italy, Spain, &c. to the French monarchy, had built this fort as a key to his conquers on 
the other fide the Rhine. * By my troth,* faid I, as I confidered the barracks and vef- 
tiges of the old fortifications, *this is pleafant.*—And it is pleafanter fiill, that Beau¬ 
marchais meant to print his Voltaire in thefe barracks. * In the name of merriment,* 
faid I, (and_my internal laugh then broke out,) * is the great France grown too fmall, 
fince the days of the mighty Louis, to hold a dozen letter preffes in it ?* 

The fmall contraband trade with Strafburg excepted, France has nothing to fear from 
this fame Kehl. The place, which is contemptible in every refpe£t, belongs, with fome 
other villages, to the margraves of Baden, but the ftates of the Holy Roman Empire 
claim a r^'t to the ruined fortifications. , 

The way to Carlfruhe raifed many thoughts in my mind. On fight of the caftle 
Raftadt, where a termination was put to the war between France and Auftria in 1714, 

I felt myfelf a Frenchman all over. All the great chiefs and ftatefmen, who from the 
beginning of the lafi century to this period had adorned our annals, and fet us far above 
the nations o’f the earth, feeraed to rife before me, and I fat for fome time in a kind of 
trance, fighting their battles and inventing their civil improvements over again. In an 
unludty minute, however, I was awakened by the recolleftion that thi§ was now all at 
an end} that in 1714 our greatnefs terminated; that my country no longer produced 
great men; and that the powers whom we had then funk fo low were now rifing, nay, 
tliat fome of them had already rifen, to fink us. I would then have wifhed to have for¬ 
gotten that I was a Frenchman, and fought for confolation in the thought of being a 
citizen of the world, and that much as we had loll;, Europe in general had gained fiill 
more in the time that had elapfed; but this was impofiible, the traces of defolation which 
many of our generals had left in the places I was travelling through, made me lament 
my having been fo proud of their exploits before. 

I flayed fome time at Carlfruhe, and was lucky enough to get acquainted with a gen¬ 
tleman, who, to the bell of hearts, an excellent underftanding, and unremitting exer¬ 
tions in the fervice of his prince, unites a very fine tafte for German, French, and Eng- 
lifli literature. The court of Carlfruhe poflefles many fuch perfons, fome of whom I 
had been fortunate enough to know at Strafburg. With this gentleman I went to Spires 
to yifit fome of his relations. Our way lay by Bruchfal, the refidence of the bifhop of 
Spires^ The country we went through had many woods, which, however, were broken 
by a few well cultivated vales. 'I'hefe woods, the timber of which is carried to Holland 
(where it fells very well) by the Rhine, makes a great part of the revenue of the courts 
of Spires* and Carlfruhe. The wood through which we travelled afforded a llriking 
indance of the advantage an hereditary kingdom has over an elefUve one. The woods 
of Baden kept up with the greateft oeconomy and attention, becaufe the prince 
knoyrs they \riU be fources of wealth to his remoted defeendants j whereas at Bruchial, 
where the defeendants of the prince have, nothing to hope, every thing gives way to pre- 
fetit enjoyment.—It is heedlefs to add that in this refpe^l the woods are an emblem of 
the whole country. 

Bruchfal is a pretty little town, and the bilhop’s palace a handfome building. The 
^efent prince bilhop, fome edufions of ill humour only excepted, is no bad governor. 
Thisthuihour principally (hews itfelf againd the young women. I am affured that tf he 
cpuld he '^ould make all the girls nuns* He cannot fee one without fiilling into ' 
a paffion.-His revenue is about , three hundred thoufand florins, or thirty thoufand, 

to . pounds 
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ponnds per anfliutn, and I am forry to add that he is by no means one of the richefl: bi- 
fhops in Germany. . * 

Spires is a fmall free dty, vrhich was formerly handfomer than it is now; .toward»the 
end of the lad century it was entirely deftroy^ by the French array ^ fince that time 
it has long lain in ruins, and is now hardly above half built up again. It was one of 
the firft Roman colonies on the banks of the Rhine, and many Roman coins are ftill 
found in the country. 

Here, brother, I was in the midft of that theatre from whence, in the laft century,, 
ouf troops fpread defolation from the Rhine to the Mofelle ; where Melac, appearing 
not as the leader of a mighty hoft, but the head of a murderous band, laid fixty flquP. 
rifhing towns in alhes, and made a defeit of one of the ftneft countries on earth! Where 
Turenne, thegreateft general of the greateft monarch in the world, anfwer^^e ge¬ 
nerous elector, who, ftruck with the wrongs his country was enduring, woul^ravefyf 
have rilked his life for his people, and challenged the incendiary to fxngle combat, with 
a bon-mot, faying, * that fince he had the honour to ferve the king of France, he fought 
only at the head of twenty thoufand men.’ How little in my eyes did then appear the 
great Turenne, whofe bon-mot, turned into common-fenfe, amounted tfe no more than 
this: * Thefe twenty thoufand men give me a right to lay your country in alhes!’ 

My friend earned me to the cathedral, half of which is ftill in ruins. Here I faw.|^he 
tombs of the old emperors, *whofe fepulchres our foldiers plundered, and whofe bonea 
they ftrewed on the ground. * This happened,* faid my friend, * in your golden age, 
under Louis the fourteenth, when your greateft poets, reafoners, and philofophers flou- 
rilhed; when you was fuppofed to have arrived at the higheft pitch of polilh of which 
a nation is capable •, when we Germans were no more in your fight than fo many Che- 
rokees ; and fome of your academicians had the infolence to propofe, as a queftion fit 
for difeufiion, “ Whether it was poflible that a German Ihould have any ^rit 
Brother, I wap almoft alhamed to be a Frenchman. 

Both at Spires and Brnchfal I found, in the few houfes where we made our flying vi- 
fits, more feafe and knowledge of the world than I expeCled. I remarked that people 
are very fond of ftrangers in this country. 

I reckon the few days Ifpent at Carlfruhe amongft the happieft of my life. I faw a 
prince who truly lives only for his people, and feeks his own happinefs in theirs ; one 
whofe aflive and enlightened mind pervades the whole country, and by its influence 
makes all thofe who have a lhare in the adminiftration patriots like himfelf. Educati'HJ, 
police, encouragements to induftry and agriculture; every thing, in (hort, here breathes 
a fpirit of philofophy and the warm love of mankind. O that I could make many mil¬ 
lions as happy as the margrave of Baden makes two hundred thoufand men! • 

After the electors, and the houfes of Wirtemburg and Hefie Caffel, the.margrave of' 
Baden is one of «he greateft potentates in Germany. The princes of Bareith and 
Darnfftadt are the only ones who can enter into any competition with him; his,.revenue 
is one million two hundred thoufand florins, i. e. one hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds per annum. The margrave’s country extends along the right fide of the Rhine 
from Bafil to near Philipfburg, and from thence through part of Alfatia to the Mofelle.. 

If it all lay together it would be more productive. 

They c^ on a large trade in cattle, wood, and wine, which laft is extremely good 
in the environs of Bafil. The country, likewife, produces a kind of marble, which 
foq^e think equal Jn goodnefs to the Florentine or Carara; but this is exaggeration.' 
The mildnefs of the government fecures to the people the quiet enjoyment of the re¬ 
ward of their induftry. Ihere are not indeed opportunities of makmg great fortunes, 

as 



'% RIESBECk’s travels through GERMANY. 

ns the court is very cKConomical, and lives at a fmall expence; but the fame caufc pre¬ 
vents the preffure of extreme poverty from being felt by any one. The facility of ex¬ 
porting their labours, which is afforded by the navigation on the Rhine, is a great incite¬ 
ment to induftry. The manufactures in confequcnce increafe every year, and fome of 
them, particularly the earthenware one at Durloch, are in high eftiraation. They have 
likewife made Ibme fuccefsful experiments in making filk. 

'I’he margrave is as amiable in private life as he is rofpcCtabIc in public. He and the 
margravine, who is a princefs of D’Armfladt, have every polite accompliflnnent, 
fo that the court is the befl; focicty in Carlfruhe. Strangers find little difficulty to gain 
admiffion there. 

This court has been much reflcflied upon for its ceconomy, and poflibly may have 
gone rather beyond the line in fome points; but whatever the exceffes may have been, 
the prince himfelf is not chargeable with them. The faCf is, that the debts of the fa¬ 
mily were numerous and great. Thofe in the hereditary dominions have arifen from 
frequent wars, and the neceffary provifion for the younger part of the family; but be- 
fidcs thefe, W'hen the margrave fucceeded to the government of Baden, which fell to 
him by the estdiifion of another branch of the family, he found every thing in the ut- 
moft confufion. Priefts, miftreffes, huntfmen, and cooks, had long vied with each other 
for the honour of .accelerating the bankruptcy of the court of Rafladt * ; and in the lafL 
adminiflration every thing had been purpofely left to go to ruin, on the principle that 
the fucceffor was a proteltant. Under thefe circumftanccs the prince’s mother thought 
the greatefl ceconomy neceffary, and flic carried it I’o far as to caufe the flowers which 
grew in the court garden to be fold, inftead of permitting her daughters to wear them in 
their bofoms. For this, though without the flriClefl ceconomy the family muft have 
been ruined, fhe was much laughed at; perhaps in fome degree defervedly; but tile 
mirth was kept up by fome beaux efprits in the neighbourhood, whofe mercenary expec¬ 
tations the court had failed to gratify. 

Carlfruhe is a neat little town confifling entirely of wooden buildings. It is built on 
a regular plan, and ftands in the middle of a large foreft, the remnant of that which, 
in the time of Tacitus, covered all Germany. Through this foreft there are thirty-two 
regular avenues extending to a great diltance. The town, built in the fiiape of a fan, ' 
ftands upon nine of thefe; but you will have a better notion of it from the plans, 
which are fold upon the fpot, and are very well worth purchafing, than from any thing 
I cTln fay. 

I cannot omit an anecdote which happened about forty years ago, and does the prince 
of that time great honour. A traveller who paffed through expreffed his furprife at 
feeingf.a palace entirely of wood. ‘True, Sir’, faid the prince, ‘you may think it ought 
at leaft to have been of brick; but I could not be more magnificently lodged without 
laying expenfive taxes on my fubjefts, and I wanted only a robf to lay my head under.’ 
Certainly the difference between a king of France and a margrave of Baden is very 
great; and yet it would not have been amifs if the builders of the Louvre, Verfailles, 
and Marli, had attended a little raord to fuch confiderations. 

* Radfladt is woitli pafTing tlirough by ftrangers who have occafion to go from Manheim to Strafturg, 
were it only to fee tlie little clofet in which Eugene anti Villara figned the Treaty of Utrecht, and fome ra¬ 
ther nvcomiuon uioiiumcnts which Hand in the middle of the ftreet. 


LETftlR 
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LETTER III. 

Stufgarff Jprll 14, 1780. 

FROM Carlfruhe I returned here on foot, through a romantic, but in general very 
well cultivated country. 

Wlicn you come into Lorraine from Champagne, you are ftruckwith a roraarkable 
difference between the circumftances of the farmers in old France, and ihofe of the 
newly acquired country, notwithftanding that the governors have of late years done 
every thing that they could to make them alike; but in All'ace the contrail is ftill greater. 
The farmer of Alface is quite a gentleman when compared with the old Frenchman. 
You will hear indeed heavy complaints of high taxes even at Stralburg ; but ft is only 
from fuch as have no opportunity of ellimating the advantage of their lit nation by coni- 
parifon. 

In the part of Germany I have hitherto travelled through, the Inhabitants are Hill 
happier than in Alfatia. The form of government proteds them from oppreffion in 
the larger Hates, fuch as Wirtemberg, &c. and theemperorhimfc lf frequently interpofes 
in the fmaller ones. In my way from Carlfruhe hither, 1 could not fufficiently admire 
the thriving Hate of the people. 

Before I give you any account of my excurfion into the neighbouring parts of Sua- 
bia, 1 muH make you acquainted with the prefent Hate of this court. No doubt, from 
what you have formerly heard, you will exped accounts of fumptuous feaHs, balls, illu¬ 
minations, hunting parties, concerts, and the like, but with any thing of that kind I fliall 
|iot be able to entertain you. They no longer make artificial lakes on the tops of hills, 
and compel the peafant to fill them with water, for the purpofe of hunting a Hag there ; 
they no longer light up immenfe forcHs, and bring out fauns and dryads to dance mid¬ 
night dances in them; you meet with no more winter gardens abounding in all the flow¬ 
ers of an European fpring : even the famous opera-houfe, where Noverre exhibited 
when his fame was at the highefl, is now a folitary ruin. This change aHoniflies you. 
I cannot explain it better than by giving you the duke’s own w'ords. 

In 1778 this worthy prince took the opportunity of his birth-day to publifli a mani- 
feHo of which the following is the fubflance: “ Being a man, and, from the condi¬ 
tion of my nature, far removed from the fiandard of perfedion, and likely to reijiain 
fo, it could not but Hill out, that partly from the weaknefs incidental to human nature, 
and partly from the want of fufficient fagacity, and other caufes, many events fliould 
have taken place, which had they not happened, things would have been very 4jHcrcnt 
from what they now arc, or are likely to be hereafter. This I acknowledge freely, as it 
is the duty of every upright thinking mind to do, and the confideration of it reminds 
me of duties obligatory to every man, but Hill more fo to the anointed of the Lord upon 
earth, I confider this day, in which I have entered into tny fiftieth year, as beginning 
the fccond period of my exillence.—I aflure mjr loving fubjeds, tliat every fucceffive 
year of life, w'hich it fliall pleafe divine Providence to beHow, fhall be dedicated to the 
promotion of their happinefs.—Henceforwards fliall the prolperity of Wirtemberg be 
ellablilhed on the joint and firm bafis of the fovereign’s love for his people, and of the 
people’s confidence in the affedion of their fovereign.—A fubjed, who thinks, as hq 
ought to do, will fee that many circumHances muH arife, in which the good of the iiul^- 
iual muH give way to the good of the whole, nor murmur if things do not always take 
the turn which he would have wiihed them to do.—-We truH that every man will, for 
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the future, live in the confidence that he has a provident and anxious fathef in his 
priiice: yes, may the conteft who lhall do moft to make his native country happy, be 
from this day forth the only contelt that ever arifes between us.*^ ‘ 

The duke is now quite a philofopher j he founds fchools, farms, cultivates arts and 
fciences, and eftablifhes manufadures; in fhort, he endeavours in every way polfible to 
make up for what has been wrong. ^ 

Many caufcs had contributed to miflead this prince in the earlier parts of life, and 
to give his mind, naturally a lively and impetuous one, a falfe diredlion. Amongft the 
foremofl, w'e may reckon the fafhion of the times, the bad examples fet him by the courts 
of Manheim and Drefden, the fade lor falfe magnificence^^ which he had acquired in 
Italy, and the corruption of thofe who furrounded him ; many of whom, I am afhamed 
to fay it, were French. Thefe were the caufes of that diffipation of which Europe ha^ 
heard fo much. The confequences were luch as might naturally have been forefeen; 
debt, oppreffive taxes, refiftance on the part of the ftates of the country, and finally, a 
commiilion of inquiry iffiied by the imperial court. The debts, upon examination, were 
found to amount to i ,2oo,oool. The evil counfellors, you may think, were removed; 
but this would have done little, but for the change which about this time took place in 
moft of the lefler courts of the empire, the princes of which, from being oppreffive and 
expenfive tyrants, fuddenly contraded a taftc for political oeconomy and philofophical 
purfuits. Into thefe the duke ran with as much ardour as he had formerly done into ju¬ 
venile diffipation. 

Idhould now give you an account of the feveral new eftablilhments for education, 
and particularly of the military academy; but 1 believe that you are already acquainted 
with them, and as to myfelf, I muft confefs ingenioufly, that they do not pleafe me. I 
fuppofe that as things are now circumftanced, it is neceflary to pour a great deal oi§ 
knowledge into boys, before the mind is fit to receive it; ftill I own that I cannot bear 
to fee the intention of nature fo perverted. My children, if I am blefted with any, lhall 
grow up to thefe years like young Cofl'acks.—But I lhall take another opportunity 
to give you my fentiments on education—at prefent fomething more concerning Wir- 
temberg. 

The greateft part of the dukedom confifts in an extenfive valley, which is bounded on 
the eaft by a chain of hills called the Alps; on the weft by the Black Foreft; on the 
north by a part of the mountain of Oden-Wald, and an arm of the Black Foreft; and 
c(n<he fouth by the joint arms of the Alps, and the Black Foreft *. On the whole it 
inclines to the northward, and is watered in the middle by the Necker. Several fmaller 
arms run off from the furrounding chains of hills towards the centre, crofs each other 
in various directions, and form little vallies, which are watered by an infinity of rivers. 
The land is rendered exceedingly fruitful by thefe leffer hills, which flielter the vallies 
from the cold winds, and colleft the heat of the fun between thep. The fouthern fides 
of thefe mountains and hills are planted with vines very high up, and above there is ex¬ 
cellent dyers’ wood, and brufh wood; and at the bottom is a grey-coloured light mould, 
which yields all kinds of corn, but parfjcularly barley, in aftoniffiing plenty. Upon the 
whole, this country very much refembles the middle part of Lorrain; but the foil is 
much better, and there are not fo many (tones in it. Excepting fait, which it is obliged 
to have recourfe to Bavaria for, it abounds in all the neceffaries of life. What corn is not 
confumed in the country is fent to Switzerland, and the wine goes as far as England. 

* The Black Foreft is the largeft wood of Gerimuiy, being fixty days journey ia kngtb, and nine !.i 
breadth. 



Tte of die toimtry does nst c^aia more thaa tvo Ihmdred German, 

or nmo hundred and fibrtf^hc French fquare miles. In this dtcuk rhm% are about five 
hundred and fucty thoufMid jjibabitjUHs; that is, about two thoufand eight hundied to 
every Genn^ fquare mile^ Excepting thofe^ of Germany which are in the neigh- 
Isotil^oc^ of Tome capital cities, and fome diftrids of Italy, and the Netherlands, there 
» certainly no eounti^ in Europe fo populous in proportion to its extent, as this ut. It 
is hoWeverib fruitfolast^W able to fupport as i^y more inhabitants. 

The mcome of the duke amounts to three millions of florins *, or atx>ut 300,006!. 
per annum. I know that many printed calculations make the fum fmalier. But as 
were are few parts of Genpany in which the taxes are not eilimated at five florins per 
head, and inibme they pay much more, why ihould it not be fo in Wiitemberg, which 
% one of the largeft temtbriea Oerramiy, and in which the fubje^t is pot more 
fparedf 

After the eleftors, the duke is beyond comparifon the grea^ prince in Germany, 
though the hmdgrave of Heflfe Caffei, who has tuA a^e two tfaircts of the fubjedis or 
yeaiiy mcoioe, is of more confequeoce in the empire,' on accoantof his conne^on with 
England. 

The ^emmrat of this dukedom is not fo fimple and unmixedi as that of the tern., 
tory of Baden. Hoe are fwartna of counfellors, fecretaries, proftors, and advocates, 
of which more than hatf' might beipared j Inie ,the nature of the government allows 
them to enjoy thdr appointmiHtts midiene&. Manv wf ♦!»»« ;*^ . 


, --~v.uuuwui. li^gn( always be fup-^ 

ported, as the pojMiIation and ret^ura Qp the country appear to allow it. At the time 
of the change, boWever, they were reduced to about nve thouflmd men, and tfaofe feem 
to be none of the beft trooj«. 

Stutgart contains about twenty thou^d inhaNtant^ and fmce the duke u returned, 
the population has beei^ coqfbntly on the increafe. During the conteft, in which Stut- 
gart took a vfitf violent part, be removed to Louifburg. Stutgart was ii^antly Tmifible 
of her lofs by it I fbe madeevery poffible eflTort to pbtw his return, but all in vain: but 
after a reconciliation between the prince and the dates, (he wifli of the Stutgarders was 
at lad accomplifli^. ' >• 

The dty is well built: the inhatntants are k handfome, dmit peoide. The women 
are tall and {lender, with fur and ruddy comptedonu Hie natural riches, the eafe 
widi which a muntenance is to be procured, oiner at court or m the country^ caufe them 
to live exceedingly weU. What would provide for twelve of our peoplf, Teems here to 
be only the portion of, fix. The Stutgarder is fo attached to h» home, that if you 
remove him but thirty miles horn it, he is innnediately feiaed « 4 th the maladie du^h. 

Though the coua^ throughout is protedaat, ahd the Duke sdotte a catholic, there 
dill prevails a gmt deal of fiiperdition,and Ngotry. Hie Cleigy are of the 

dates, have a jurifdiQkm of thar own, and are very wmthhy. 

The affection of the Wirtembergers touaixb thar foiaceia remarkidfiek Even whra 
the duke feemed to Ittve no other care than tuna he fhould lud them vritb new faxes, 
he did not forfeit thrir attachment. The curfes of the peof 4 e fell cm hia fervanfs, and 
the crew of projefSIon who led hm adray. But &ire thefe have been baniflied, h^ 
Become the idol'of hs fabjeSa; anthe defewesto be ibk —k-.»fhreweUk‘ 

* A Gennau flqra w two (hSIingi of Eoglilh auncf. ^ 
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LETTER IV. 

Stut^arff May io, ifSo^ 

MY exciirfions in the neighbouring ftates of the circle of Suabia, did non. produce tho 
rich booty T had proniifed to niyfelf. I vifited a dozen free imperial towns, in which, 
notwithftanding the republican form of government, not a fpark ot liberty or patriotihn 
was to be feen. The inhabitants of thefe have, through the oppreflion of more powerlul 
neighbours, long lince loft all fenfe of the value of independt nee; but though alhamed. 
to mention the name of their native country out of their own walls, within them they 
mimic the forms of old Rome, and after the manner of thole governors of the worki,i 
iiifcribc their public buildings of ilate with Senatus PGpuluf'iut' liallcnjis^ BupJbigcnftSt 
Nordlingenfts, &c. 

In the fifteenth century, the imperial cities of Suabia afted a very different part. 
They were then united in leagues, not only with each other, but with the cities of Fran¬ 
conia and the Rhine. Even the Emperor had fometimes caufe to be alarmed at their 
increaling power, which indeed made Charles V. difunite them. From the time of the 
affociation of the Hanfe towns, the gold had flowed from all the country into the cities. 
Thefe were the exclufive feats of iiuiuftry, and their wealth drew into their dependance 
tlie neighbouring princes, who at that time lived by robberies. 

If the fpirit of trade which then prevailed, had fuffered them to place more value on 
the poffellion of landed property, they would to this day have preferved foinewhat of 
their former fplendour, as with their power they might have made many conquefts, and 
with their wealth many purchafes. 

i\il hopes are now vaniflied of their ever becoming again confpicuous. As foon as. 
the princes difeovered the value of induftry, and gave it free encouragement in their 
dominions, it fled into their protedVion, and abandoned the dark walls of cities in which 
a fyllem of monopolies, little policy, and narrow-minded envy of the fucceisful, laid it 
under fo many reftraints. In confequence, the towns are fo reduced, as to be obliged' 
to fell the little landed property they have, to difeharge their debts. 'I’his lias lately 
been the cafe with Ulm ; the largeft town in Suabia, next to Augfburg. Of the im¬ 
perial towns which Thave vifited, I can fay nothing particular, but that Heilbron is 
beautifully fituatcd, and Halle has a fait manufaefory, which brings in three hundred 
thoulknd florins, or thirty thoufand pounds per annum. 

Having left thefe ftate.s, I ran over in a very fliort time, about a dozen principalities,, 
and prejacies, with the names of which I fhall not trouble you. Almoit the whole 
country conlifts of well-wooded mountains and hills, and fertile vale.®, all in high culti¬ 
vation. The great population which prevails here is wonderful, when you conlider the 
untoward circumftancesof the country. By untoward circumftances, I mean the extor¬ 
tions of petty inafters, who all keep their miftreffes, their ftag-hounds, their French 
cooks, and Englilh horfes; the perpetujjJI quarrels amongft neighbours, which arife from 
the various perplexed governments of the empire; the fmall profits attendant on in¬ 
duftry within fuch a confined fpot; and laftly, the conftant decreafe of coin, owing to 
the fums of motiey expended by the governors of the country in fearch of foreign lux¬ 
uries. ,As religion, matmefs, attachment to the native fpot, temperance, and frugality, 
alFof which I am willing to allow that .thefe people poffefs, do not appear to me fuffi- 
»;icnt of therafelves to counterbafance thefe evils, I have but one way of accounting foil 
the profperity I fee jg^Phich is this: 


The 
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, Thft right'cff hoidittp: property of their own, which the country peopie of thefe partsi 
enjqy,. could not of itfelf prevent thefe dates, wliich exifl: entirely by agrioiilture, Irom 
4 ecay; becaufe the extraordinary fniitfulnefs of the women would in time require fuch 
a partition of property, as would not leave enough to each farmer to buy beds for his 
children. I believe therefore that it is the emigrations, joined with this, that are to 
falve the phenomenon I am endeavouring to explain. Though Suabia is the moft po¬ 
pulous country in all Germany, there is no one of the inhabitants of which migrate in 
luck large quantities. 

Thefe emigrants are of two kinds. The major part are an idle fet, who fell their 
property to furnifli themfelves with money to travel into foreign countries, in fearch of 
imaginary projefls of fortupp. I'he others are young men, who go out to try their for- 
•tune as mechanics, and when they fuccced, part with their land to their other brothers 
for a fmall confidcration. By thelc caufes no greater load is thrown upon agriculture* 
than it is able to bear; and it is well that there is not; for the foie relources of fuch 
fmall diftrifts as thofe we are now fpeakiiig of, are in their agriculture. For the limits 
of their luxury are too narrow to admit of that variety of employments, and ways of 
gain, which diverfify the callings of men fo infinitely in other countries; nor is it pofli- 
b!e that manuladlures Ihould thrive among them, whilft they are circumflanced as they 
are ; that is, fumninded by powerful princes, who lay great duties on their imports, in 
order to proteft their own eftablilhments, and fituated in a country which fnpplies them 
with few, if any, of the prime materials for work. They muft therefore depend entirely 
on their agriculture, and they do fo. I do not however mean to fay, that, cultivated as 
it is, this country is not fufceptible of a much greater degree of improvement. It cer* 
tainly is; and much more riiight be done. 

Still, what has been done is furprifing ; nor is the caufe lefs worthy of admiration. 
For it is owing to a Ready adminiRration of juRice, and a let of political regulations 
whicli are to be met with in the fmalleft parts of the country, and Which railed my won¬ 
der as often as I had occafion to confidcr them. We not only hear nothing here of 
the oppreflions of private individuals, but there are inftances in which caufes have been 
given againR the petty lords of the country in their own courts. Indeed they have need 
to be careful; for no man who is not Rrong enough to bring a force in the field agalnft 
the emperor, to whom there is always an appeal, would be fuffered to go on long with 
impunity. It is but a few years fince, tl'.ut redrefs was obtained againft a petty prince of 
Suabia, who was going to drive his l'ubje£ls out of their poflbffions, in order to make 
way for his Rags and wild boars. But it inuft be owned, that fuch extreme rentediii* 
as thefe are fcldom neceflary. There is an integrity Rill .adlicrent to the German cha^- 
rafter, and a kind of jovial humour about them; which makes the princes of the coimtry 
ftart from the acts of wanton opprellion and cruelty, which, with the fame powers* would 
no doubt be cxerciled in Spain, Ij^ly, and even in France. Give a Gerfnan prince but 
room and food for his dogs and horfes (for about the welfare of thefe he is uncommonly 
folicitous) and you have little to fear from him in other refpefts; — that is as an indi¬ 
vidual, for in the grofs they will clip you as clofoas they can. ■ 

1 here is, however, one objeft in which thcre^s great need of reformation, and that 
is tile adminiRradon of criminal juRice. The torture is not yetaboliflicd in thefe coun- 
rnes, and they Rill behead, hang, break upon the wheel,, and imp}iIeJ?rufjdufN/>r^ecs/ffa 
Ugis Cai'o/i»a^ It is not very Ibng fince they burned a Woman for being a witch j but 
that I believe is over. The civil law too, is not yet reduced to that pferieft ftate*whi*h 
Wght be defirahie.^ »Not that I am for getting rid of all forms, with your modern phi- 
loiophers, and leaving every thing to the wifdom of the judge,'undir the pretence that 

c a forms 
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forms tionfune too nmch dme and money. That they o^me lime and -quney* { am 
ready to aj^; bal ihefe are wdl emp^ed when flow inve^gadoii biiags fecaiity in 
the final ded&i^ and the neceflUy of abiding by fonmi prevehta ot^>idity fmm wa£li6ng 
on avarice. Give me a Socrates fisr a jadge, and I vnil be content to abide by hb 4 e* 
dfions; but whilft judges are what they are, whilft philofophy comes out c$f thenmiith 
and expires m the ups, it is better to trufl: to a mode of pro^, which leaves iitde room- 
for the bad paflions to piay. I own that fome of the Gotmc forms ftill pnuS^ed in 
moft of the German tribunals, might be abdiihed without doing mifchtd'. . But there 
are n^y in which the Gordian knot has been cut inllead of being^toofened. —— Fare 
thee weU. 


LETTER V. 

Aupburg, 

1 HAVE made you wait thus long for a letter, as a punifliment for your intolerable 
hsdnefs} but as you ap^r penitent in the flioit epiftle I received yefterday, and Nan* 
nette intercedes for you in the ^ftfcript, Ihall refume the correfpondroce. 

At Stutgart I met with a mend unth whom I made an excurfiori very far into the 
Black Rireft. The inhabitants of thofe parts of it which belong to the dutchy of Wir- 
temberg are not near fo handibme, welLmade, or lively, as foofe who live near the 
Neckcr, and in the adjoining rallies. ITie men are clumfy, and the women ydlow, ill- 
fliaped, and wrinkled at the age of thirty. • They difiinguiih themfelves from thdr 
neight^urs, by a more frightful taflte in drtis, and a (hocking want of deanlineis. Kalb< 
is the bed town in thefe parts. It has confiderable manufafrures, and the inhalntants 
dillinguiihed themfelves in the contefts with the duke, by an tmcommon degree of fpi* 
rit, love of Mberiy, and attachment to the conditudon. 

I am not able to account fadifodorily to myfelf for the uglinels of this people*- 
Hard labour and little food may contribute to it, but cannot be the oi^ reafon} for in 
foe country of Furftemberg, and pardcularly in the Audrian parts of this great chrin 
of hills, we faw very handfome people who did not feem to live better than the Wir- 
tembergers do. Polfibly the uglmefr of the latter may be ovdng to the fituatioDy and- 
depth of the vallies, to, the air, and perhaps to the water. 

Thefe journies over the mountains had particulav charms for me. 1 foncied myfelf 
ki i~new world. One inchanting profped exceeded another in variety and bt^uty. 
Mountains, and chains of mountains of the mod extraordinary forms, catarafls, woo^ 
(mall lakes in the deep hollows, precipices; in ihort, every tmng I faw was in fo grand 
a dyle,*that I am not vain enough to attempt to deforibe it in a letter. 

After reding fome days with my friend at Stutgart, 1 fet out for the lake of Con- 
dance, where my wiibss had long gone before me. ** In my way thither, 1 catne over 
another chain hills called the Alps, which run throtigh the middle of Suabia 
from north-«id to fouih-wed. This phain dretcbes from the frontiers of Suabia, be¬ 
tween Bavaiia and Franconia, as far ^as Fichtelberg, and joins unth the mountains of 
Bohemia. 

The objed mod worthy notice in this journey, was the fitmtiy feat of the Kong of 
Pruflia. Who would believe that the great Frederick, who withdood the united drength 

the‘greeted powers Europe, and preferved the balance in the- north, was the de- 
fcendant of a younger branch m the boufe of Hohenzollero, the fmalled principality uf 
Germany, the two fmrviving branches q£ which, Hecbmgen and Segmaring, have not 

together 
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together IWeaty thwrffend floriiw, or feven thoufand pounds, incotne? The young-^r 
brother of ofle of our mawpiifl'es being informed of tins by a Prufliap, gave a^fnap with- 
his finger*, and faid, VoilA un Qmiet fui a fait fortune. 

We travelled dircSlly through the princedom of Hohenzollern, the breadth of wineb 
is fittfe more than ten miles. It may be about fifty miles in length, but, including the 
detached part of Siegmaragen, does not contain more than twelve thoufand people. 
The country is exceeding^ full of hills and woods, and the princes have always been 
gttteat huntei-s. Thofe who now fway the feeptre are amiable men, who, you may fup- 
pofe, do not forget that the King of Prufita is their relation. If I miftake not, a count 
of Hohenzollern was not lopg fmee made coadjutor to the chapter of Ermeland by the 
King. » 

We viewed the caftle of Hechingen, which Hands on a high mountain, and commands • 
an extenfive profpeft over the dntchy of Wirteroberg, and the ncighlwuring country; 
L'have heard that one of the ancient governors of this fmall territory^ could not forbear 
fiiyiag, as he was walking with his ^tendants on the caflle terrace, and furveying with 
deficht the wild and beautiful country round him, “ The little country of Wirtemberg 
womd be a pretty addition to the territory of Hohenzollern.** If this anecdote fhould 
not be true, it is not ill invented, the little ceiMrt of Wirtemberg being at leaft thirty 
times as large as the whole territory of HohenzOliemr 

I was tranfported at the fight-df the lake of Gonftance *, but (hall not attempt any 
poetical defcription of it, as l^ihould ufe a very rough crayon hulecd,.to portray a feene 
of infinite variety and beauty. I ihall therefore only give you my phtlofophical and po> 
Utical refiei^ions on the country and its inhabitants. Indeed, you well know, that where 
my feelings are the moft interefted, I am leaft happy in expre^ngthem. . 

What at firft fight is moft firiking in this great piece of water,, wliich divides Ger¬ 
many from Switzerland, through fo great a length of country is, that thera fhould be 
no town of any importance about it. Conftanoe, which is the moft refpedtable, hardly 
contains fix thoufand inhabitants, whilft SchaiFhaufen, St. Gallcn,.Zurich, and fome 
places which are dot far diftant, though lefs advantageoully fituated, arc very flouriibing 
cities. It has no trade to fignify, nor the fmalleft manufafhire of any kind. Tins h 
more extraordinary, becaufe, throughout the country, the Bavarian pcafant feems not 
only more alive and alert than the Swifs, but has ai^ advantage over him in nxirals and 
induftry. 

In Conftance one is ftrongly induced to confider this wapt of induftry, the negleft of 
the advantages which-nature holds out, and‘the vices which prevail as entirely owing 
to the religion. In Alface, and among the lower Suabians, I had alr^dy found more 
fpirit of trade in the proteftants than in the catholics, whom numerous holidays, pil* 
grimages, ho^ fraternities, the immoderately inculcated doflrine of the contempt ol 
worldly things, the e:!roe£lation fome wonderful fupport from God, the eafe of find¬ 
ing a provifion in cloifters, and laftly, very narrow and contrafted minds, all contribuit 
to corrupt. Thefe difadvantages, however, as far as concerns the pealiftts of the two 
eoimtries we are fpeakmg of, are compenfated by the heavinefs and fswagenefs of the re¬ 
formed Swifs; fpecimens of which, I ihall at a future time lay before you ; but in the 
towns, the greater number of churches and cloifters, added to the above caufes on the 



^rarious ltaliani*ftate8, that <he Roman catholic religion does not of itfelf ftifle induftry, 
of: which- there may exift a great deal with a ftrong tinge of fuperftition, juft as the 
* ■ ■ knight 
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knyifhtof La Manca, when takenout of kis qwxodfin, 

aii 4 a philofojpher.:^ ,In this country likewife, religion is notid u^uck, 

ucccHary %auiu; and it is owing to local circamlunccstiRhat thu'Q<sri|l^n; 4 ^atkcfUc is'apt 

l6 indullrious as the French or Genoefe. , ■ . ■ //: t. ■ ^ 

The chief of thefe is certainly the nwde of education. You, wopld be ai|i>uilhe!l to 
fee the,difference of education in the German proteftant, andjhe Gertnaacathohc towns, 
as well as between the French and German catholic. Ail rlieed to fay on the fub|ed 
is, that the Jeliihs, to whom we owe fo much on this head, and whomjall ourixatrio^ 
ib much wilh ‘for back again, are in Germany the protetbprs of every thing barbarous 
and favage. U’hcy ftrive as ardently to fupprefs every onianaiion of genius here, as 
thofe of their order endeavoured to kindle it amongft us. 

But another obftacle to induftry in this^ountry, is the ftupid, ridiculous pride of ,the 
nobles. Wbiift the Swifs merchant and manufafturcr bears a.part in the government 
of his country, the Canon of Conftance looks with contempt on the. citiaen who js jnr 
debted for his riches, not to’ a doubtful genealogy, but to his underftanding aftd hu^f- 
try. This makes a deep impreflion on the citizen; who, inftead of increafjng hi%<ripitAi 
by.his induftry, purchafes a title, endeavours to put on the noble, and tb^ with a ,pride 
ilill more-contemptible, infults his fellows. 

In the next place the frugal way of living of the Swifs very, much contributes to the 
increafe of their manufadures. The daily repaft of In inhabitant of the-middleftation 
of life in Gonftance, would make a fumptuous feaft for one of St. Gallen. True it i% 
that aa every ill has its attendant good, their conviviality may.be the caufe why <t.he Soar 
bians are evidently fo much better tempered than the Swifs. Add to all this, that Con* 
fiance is in a manner iiegleded, on account of its diftance from the Court of Vienna. 
The'Siwifs, it is faid, made overtures toeftablifii manufadures there, but they failed. I 
aip ignorant whether the failure was owing to the intolerance of the court, to the j€Si» 
loufy of the fenate of Gonftance, which is conftantly felicitous to preferve fun^ething 
of its former importance as a free imperial town, or to the above mentioned pride of the 
nobles. " : , 

The bllhop refides at Moerlburg, a fmall town on the oppofite border of the lake. 
He has an income of about feventy thoufand florins, or 7000I. per annum. He has very 
confiderable pofleflions in Switzerland. 1 he other places worth notice on the German 
■ fide, are Uberlingen and Lindau. 

The Swifs fide of this fmall lake is more pleafant to view than the German. The 
beautiful mixture of tlie neighbouring hills planted with vines, the.ftraggling appwrance 
of the farm-houfes with orchards round them, the fmall and varied patches of allvthe 
different kinds of agriculture, make it more agreeable to the eye than the Suabian vil¬ 
lages, the houfes of which ftand together as in towns, and are often encompafled by a 
great corn field or a wide meiidow. Upon the whol|!^ 1 believe that both fides pf the 
lake are equally well inhabited. The Swifs foil is more ftony add heavy than the Gey- 
man,^and though the Thurgan is one of the beft parts of Switzerland, it is indebted tp 
Suabia for a part of fhe prime necefiary of life, to wit, corn, which it repays yn wine and 
fruits. 

They little think in Holland, how much they-awe to 4 he lake of Gonftance. As 
matters even now are, they can hm'dly guard againft the fand, which being waffled down 
^ from tile Alps by the Aar, and other rivers into the'Rhiue^ threatens to^ftop^p jthe 
* ms'uth bf the latter, and already leaves room to apprehend foine violaipre^liitionV by 
the greatliBidhanks it hasraifed. But if the great refervpir 
cepi by ’lfer the largeft quantity of fand, wthicn .the rapid ftream of; the Rhi«« wiaftuis 

* from 
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from Ae 4ia|^:^«t&arland^^ rauft iiave be^n ali^eady buried under a new fand. 

rad tbe!5G«ir& ef«^. RbinW^^ bf it/muft have tomlly dbanged^th^igure of 

the coaniu^#' -it is true that tbefe changes rauft neceflarily happen^ However confider- 
ahle the depth of this lake may'he, it muft at lafi: be filled iipj and the fooner, becaufe 
the ilreanrt^i 'as it flows from eoriflance thrpugh'the upper parts of Germany, is always 
deepening its hed^ and the i^e lofes cxafiily fo much -ivater as it gains in fand. On the 
other hand, if we refledt hew much fo great a bafon as this lake may contain ; if we caU 
culate its contents as De la Torre did thc-'e of Vefuvius, wo fliall think that the Dutch 
are fccure for many generations.. 

It was impoflible for me to leave this country without vifiting the famous Fall of the 
Rhine at Lauffen, where I beheld the fineft foedtacle I had ever feen. As no painting, 
or print of this magnificent feene of nature haaever come in my way, and I knew it only 
from general report, that which probably happens to all who do not carry with them 
fume diftiudt idea of it happened to me. My imagination hud deceived me. I had fan¬ 
cied to myfelf one of the wiideft fpots-of the world, and the Rhine falling from a great 
haght into an unfathomable gulf. I’lie aintraft between the reality and my idea, made 
the furpriae more agreeable. Indeed the circumftanCe took place here, which generally 
attends all great works of nature and art, the true greatnefs and beauty of which do not 
ftrifce at firft fight, but are felt on clofer obfervation and cotnparifon of their parts. I 
found the fall not near fo high, buf far more beautiful than 1 had expefted. The am¬ 
phitheatre of hills covered v^ith treeir; the two rocks, (on one of which is placed the 
ealtie of .Lauffen ; on the other, a village, with a mill before it,) which, like the two 
front pillars of a theatre, fland on each fide of the fall; the breadth of the fall; the 
beautiful divifion of its different defeending w'aters ; the rich bafon underneath; the 
agreeable^ and almoft artilicial mixture of wild cultivated country ; in Ihort, every thing 
was more delightful than my exfieftation had formed it. 

The height from which the water falls, is near fifty feet, including the little inclination 
it makee preparatory to its precipitation, which can only be feen from the rifihg grdudcl 
above it. It was, formerly confiderably higher, and many perfons ftill living remeth^f * 
a piece of the rock in the middle of the precipiCU, which has been worn away by the 
water. I think I could obferve, from the rock on which the callle of Lauffen ftaitds,, 
that the ftreara was gradually deepening its courfe. ft follows therefore, as I faldbe- 
fi)re, that the lake of Conftance muft diminilh in proportion as the Rhine deepens its 
bed. In my journey hither, I faw evident marks of new land near Lindau. Tfte lake 
of Conftance has this incommon with all lakes,*which lay high. - This diminufiohm^uft: 
be the moft remarkable in the lake of Neufchatel. 

I made an agreeable little tour to the ifland of Meinau, a commandery of the Xcuto- 
nic order at a finali diftance from Gonftance. The commander’s houfe is a handfoma 
new building, and commands an ejj^iellent profpea over all the lake of eo'nftance. Mr. 
Coxe feems not to have underftood the plan of the Caftle ganiens: He confiders it hs a 
watvtof tafte to have obftrucked the free view of the lake, by pljUitationsof Ihvubs; but 
thefeiead a Ikanger imperceptibly to the defired,«fpot, where he is- furprifed wiitb tlie 
profped, and fees the whole lake* and all the fplendid landfcape around, in full b^uty. 
An uninterrupted view of'the water from the garden would not be very p^eafin^; it 
ma'y be conftantly enjoyed fi'om.the w'indows of the palaCe. ' ' ^ . r: ^; 

BefortkkayeConftance* 1 tnuft rccal-io your memory, a tnaif, who; ifef 'ibme years 
paftj h^ madeifetne rtoife in the publifc’^apers. It Uras<.on this thd i&Hehrated^ 

beg^ who ih a ih'brt ekpelled fo many miftijifti^AP'deviy, 'and 

cuxtd,£i» manyhuHdi»:i||^igots*i ' Ak o#d€ir of the bifhop of Cbnft^fce'&aviug prohibited 
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fufsU; mirMies m<his <So<^e, foceed Mm to tilse fdugo ufMer 

tiate o£%lmanfw«U^ who, bjr the ftitagtbof Ik^ purdofcs of the^l^c 

an exGii^tipn the bi&op’s power. |n c^pcdldmi'^to tl^ 

the part of theref^ee witb much waimtb; and hu 

iie underwent. The pirate’s fteward fuppUed him with foiae bmrtelaMftiiilung oil, 
aud other commochties, which he nfed for tfaO parpolk q£ lusnorea, aitddtt the furnifli* 
ing of which the other ibund his account. 


XETfER TT*. 

• , # J/iagstuf^ 

AFTER having gone all round the lake of Conftance, I direfted my journey from 
dLindau hither, and pafTed through fome decayed imperial cities, which had been under 
jthe neceffity of requefting fromnhe emperor an^mcemption from fuming their pro¬ 
portion of tax for the public exigenciesof the empire, and were now a&um^r dwindled 
^0 villages. Hemtmngen, however, is an exception, dt hasfomemanu&duresin it, 
and ftiil reimbles a town. I met, by accident, with an extrad from the chronicle of 
this little tow% which runs in the feme old womanilh ftyle with «U other chranicles cd* 
fmall towns. 1 vnll tr^cribe fome.pafiages from it, as they psdnt 4 he chaxafier of the 
,pebple. 

* In the<year 1448, the taverns of the town were.exhaufted of wine ; <the fenate lent a 
formal deputation to the Necker, td procure this indifpmfible necelTary for its iubje^ 
.As the waggon with the wine-was approaching, the body of the d^ois went in procef- 
fion to meet it, with drums beating, and coburs-fying, and dieze was a.public bonfire 
ordered.—* 

Mn the year i449,4here happened, on ^t. Giaden’s day, in the church of St. Martin, 
Tome difpute among the women concerning the pews, whi^ at ia(t bred a fray amongft 
:them in the church kfeif. The clergy imagined it necefiary to new crnifecmte the church, 
which had .been thus prqphaned.; but the fenate oppof^ it with all their power, as it 
had only been a fray of women.* 

Both thefe charadeufiics of the people Hill prevml. The SuaMui has AHl the fiune 
veneration fpr wine, and the fame maftery over his wife. 

. whence I came through numbertefs earldoms and lordfhtps, the moft conllder. 
.aFie bf ^ich are the poiTeffions of tbeccounts Trucchfefle and Fuggor.; tbde might 
d>e confidered asjirincipalities, were they not divided amoi^g fo many branchm of the 
funUies. 

Ihb whole rtrad of country, from the lake ofConfimce here, is not near So well cul¬ 
tivated as lower Suabia. The manners of the people alb are much inferior. There is 
af firiMng difference in the perfons of the men. The idhalatants of thefe parta are ugly, 
and their features are fo diltorted that the fight difgufts one. ilfature too baa done fiiU 
left for them, than for their neighbcvics. llie whole of t^dr country « a plam, which 
is fnterfeffed .only by one ridge of wo6dy hills, :between X^dau and Letukirchen. The 
M.is only fit for tillage4 whereas, in Lower Suaboa, the mimure cff mounti^, bUl^ 
stnd v&UsyS) &ilow8 £V6ry^ ^3nxi of s^^nculttirGu 

The emdent caufejdF tne ruin of this counti^ Is its bdng paicsUed jim:Mlb many 
fiudlharoniesj .many dT the oumrs of whkh live at tbegmatcmirts^ and iiiawrim 
* n^out of the country^. It is needMb f&r a tmellm' to a&, if the ma^ of finffe pof- 
3 refidesuppn his property; as one ca^fify di&over in ibelookioft^ people, 

and 
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and ifee fpp&ken afpeflc ef the coontnr, liiat he does not, Whilft the baron Is making 
a figure at court, his va^ are expofed to the opprefiions of a rapacious ftoirard, vrho 
■geuerally contrives, in the fpacc of a few years, to ainafs fo much wealth as to enable 
him to refjgn his c^cei» and'commence baron himfelf. 

If a life of extravagance, and a ridiculous palfion for titles, was not fo univerfal 
amongil them $ if they more love for the arts and fcienccsj if they had a tafte for 
more elegant pleafares tran horfes, equipages, and fervants can afford; if they could 
bring over from France fomething more btconiing than a fliff carriage, anaffefted walk, 
a tafte for gaming, and a wretched jargon, the German nobles might bo the happiefl: 
clafs of human beings. Almoft entirely indepeUdant, as the nature of the conftitudon 
makes them, they might become, in the fulleft fenfe, the creators of the happinefs of 
•their fubjcfils, and in return receive their aeforation. But they appear not to have fuf- 
ficient fenfibility to follow fuch a line of condud. Nature takes her revenge, and the 
confequcnce of theit idle extravagance at the court is, that their eftates run gradually ia 
debt, and their rciburces vanifh. 

Augfburg is one of the oldeft towns in Germany, and one of the moft remarkable of 
them, as it is there, and at Nuremberg, that you meet with the oldeft marks of German 
art and induftry. In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the commerce of this town 
was the moft extenfive of any part of fouth Germany, and contributed much to the civi¬ 
lization of the country, by the worics of art, and variety of neceffaries to the comfort and 
convenience of life, which it was the means of introducing. Many things originated 
in this town, which have had a great influence on the happinefs of mankmd. Not to 
mention the many important diets of the empire held here; here, in 952, did a council 
confirm the order for the celibacy of priefts; here, in 1550, was the confeffion of faith 
of the proteftants laid before the emperor, and other eftates of Germany, and here, ia 
1555, was figned the famous treaty of pcaccj by which religious liberty was fecured to 
Germany. 

Many of the ho»Uiiw are old and Ugly, and are built with fo Ihtle attention to the rules 
of modem tafte,'‘’ljlj|t Winckelman renounced living in Germany after he had feen 
them i but this is what the F.nglilh call peeviflincfs; and to be fo much taken up with 
beauty and form, as to be blind to every other confidcration, is folly and vice. The 
houfes in Augfburg muft not be confidered as Roman and Greek temples, but as monu¬ 
ments of the architecture of the times in which they were built. Whoever confiders 
them in that light, and compares them with the houfes built at Lubeck and Nuran- 
berg in the fame centuiy, will fee to what a milch greater degree of m a g nific CTce Augf- 
burg had arrived in thofe early times. He will fee, too, a great deal of real beauty of 
proportion, uniformity, correfpondence of parts, &c. &c. » 

The looks of the inhabitants of Augfburg have fomething very ftfiking in them. 
They are a compound of the Suabian and Bavarian features. The proteftants are moft 
like the Suabians, and the catholics the Bavarians. It is an obfervation, which has 
been frequently and undoubtedly a true one, that you may diftinguifo a proteftant 
of Augfburg, from a catholic, by his looks and* manner. Any perfoa who goes into 
their refpe&ve churches, will fee ftriking charaaeriftical differences in the fece. As 
the catholira are more catholic at Augfburg than in any other part of the world, afiSt as* 
the followers of the feveral religions feldom inter-marry, Uiis difference may the more 
cafily bb accounted for. . 

The beft zteawa of the focceffive variatkms of the* government of Auglbarg, whic^ 
i 8 «riftocratic*l,- 4 sto be met with in D,±angemanters Hijforie des Reki^u der Sutdt 
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diigSurg, fih aiii<l i& \P« njonStihen des aitern Gefcblcbti *uoii '^Ugsh&^i 

wwch carif it down tt> tba year 164$. ‘ ^ \ ^ 

The police of the place is very good, and though the town has tio territory, it itfsnO'S 
debts. The water works of Auglbarg defefve nodce much more tbid thofe of Marly, 
the mechanilm of them is much moye fimple, and the advantage df 'diem mbeh hiore 
coa^kuousi * , % 

Augi^urg is, however, no loiter whaf it was. It no longer has a Fugger, and a 
Welfer in it, to lend the emperor millions. In this large and handfome town, formerly 
one of the greamit trading towns in Germany, there are ik> merchants at prefent to be 
found, who have capitals of more than ao,oooi. The others, moft of whom moft have- 
thdr coaches, go creeping on with capital^f g or 4,000!. and do the bufinefs of bro« 
kers and commifiic^rs.^ ^ome houfes, nowever, carry Dn a little banking trade, and^' 
the way through Tyrol, and Graubundtcn, occafions fdme little exchange ^ween this 
place and Germany. * ^ , 

After thefe,brokers and doers of bufmcfs by commi/Iion, the engravers, ftatuaries, 
and painters, are the moft i^utable of the labouring part of the city. Thdr productions, 
lite the toys of Nuremberg, go every where. There are always fome people of genius 
amongft them; but the fmall demand for their art affords them fo little encouragement, 
that tb prevent ftarving, they are moftly confined to the fmall religious works, which 
are done elfewbere by Capuchin monks. They fumilh all Germany with little pictures 
for prayer-books, and to hang in the citizens* houfes. Indeed the arts meet with little 
fhppmnt in this country. The roan of fafliion had much rather keep horfes and hounds, 
and n ufelefs train of fervants, by whom he is cheated, than provide for an ingenious 
ar^, and even when, in obedience to faihion, he is compelled to make Tome facrifice to* 
genius, he refts no Confidence in the abilities of his countryman. As he » feldom pol¬ 
led of taftc and difeernment himfelf} he is dired^ in his choice by the reputation of, 
fome foreign artift, and l^ves merit in his own co^try to ftarve. In other provinces 
of Germany, matters appear to be no better orde^; Meumes^^ ^-ltelman, Gluck^ 
Haife, Handel, and many others, were obliged to acquire repuv.i;b 4 CfJroad^ before their 
j^erits were acknowledged at home. 

There is an academy of arts inftituted here, under the protedion of the magiftrates. 

. It feemjs, however, like its patrons, k> have no other aim than to produce good media* 
nics4.*and prefitve the manufactures of thedty. The fenate, for fome time paft, has 
been l^iperatiog on fimilar projects, for the encouragement of induitf^. As 1 take 
part in any improvement for locial happiiiefs, I was extremely mortified to fee thefe in¬ 
tentions thwarted by the very governors of the town themfelves. 

The^rounds of mis inconfiftent oppofition, aril'e in a great mefiftire from the form of 
government* 7'be patricians, who, with a very fmall addition of the mercantile parr, 
govern the town ariftocradcally, cannot bear to fee the debeian ^enabled by hisindufiry 
to carry his bead above them. Though they extol induftry in tbe fenate, they bate and 
perfecote it in the workfhop. One Shulin, who has made his fortune by a ^at cotton- 
work, is a lamentable example of tbij, duplicity* As the nfillions hm uiduftry ha» 
brqqgbt, allow him to live more fplendidly than the patricians with empty titles, he is be¬ 
come the objc& of their moft furious perieention *■ ^ 

. , * :■ / ■■ ■ ;■ ■ •' ' V '■ ' ', • 

e -'V; , * Mv »'» of: « dfi^creirt f«T» thw the burg^ciri teke Vtttffvtt in Ihe’government, 

'’^RM^hpt « ine «f the five impvrial citiee to wtiieb thvn w st Hurem- 

hei^.VrUlW*:'''. -v . ^ ^ 
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^ treepV gile;hbufes,;and'iiev,er'^^^^^ ob tfe 

* » feraieni^g ip their t»?m. I ha\% told |;bu 

al^dyv^^ l^ftlycathblicjliod partly tJ^oh the 'i^le* 

be i^renpipenKr$ thap^the p^ .It is hnpofri 

fibleib ,td^ of the mciilents bpe^fiphed by the ridigiobs difputqi; 

Every <My prcalatjes foeap; wnexpefited octurretiicc, \rhibh i^akes, one both lapgh and 
cppiphtin, ■ They hfever brulh a cobweb from a public building, without hdngpng rSi- 
gibnin tjbe bufmefs. The catholics, who are tnofe zealous than the proteftants, fop> 
port apHttroyerfial preacher here, as they dwin |il the towns,^ <he religion is of. 
fhe mixed kind* 1 his man,^t^erbun tithes, fets one half of Au^urg^a khj^hg» the 
other a raving* He who fills this part at prefent, is an ek-jefuU j who is of ppe the^tf 
cohwdianspf the kind I have feen. The excefiiye*^overty and iupdotenbeof 
tnalw them r^ardlefe of their own rights. Ihe anftocracy?wbmd: nbl be fa^^rful 
if the people had more underllahding and attachment Jp their cbhftltudotk^^^' w 
ty is BO dearer to them than the cliaiuty of-their daughters,* whom their canons, wKofs 
incomes; are about *ooI. per annum, punhafe every year by dozens, ^ 

Titt. other tenth of the inhabitants confihs of foihe patridati fiunilies, amohgft whofii 
there nre fome very polite people^ of the wrehants, artift^nd slergy. Bultherels ngi 
modi idle extravagance amongfi eym thrmoft prudent, an^^o many Jea|oufies about 
them all for true patiiotirm to take root aniongft them. Tfilmlbwn*, wmcfi^ls nine miles 
mid ahalf in circumference, contains hafdlytbkty thoufiuid people % and their colfedHve 
capital fcarcely mcceeds j,5op,ocdl, fo that their yearly decy^fe becomes mbre 
and more apparent. Jf fome fortunate Gircumftances do not arife^%iother cemtuiry ydit 
&e them reduced to abfolute beggary. " 

The mop modem part, of this ^Ivn is truly beautifuland the fenate hir^e Ss one of 
the handfomefi buildings that I have feen in alt my traygl^ One would bmeve, ybat 
in proportion as the internal refources had diminiihed, the magiftracy had bi^me more 
attentive to external decoration*. But it is as with the falfe bloom on a coQt^ei^an's 
cheek, it may beguile thepaffing ftranger, butwh^jever fe^ her at her toilet will ftfenbe 
undeceived. A fiiort time fince, on the pubtication of an ordef for ^ tvatfr fpbuts,' 
which, ufed « fpout the water upon the ftreets, and injure the pavemem^b he Ih future 
carried through their htmfes, a company of merchants entered a proteft, beg^i^ng^with 
thefe words: ** The Romans were not arrived at the pinnadieof theirVeatnejA when the 
Appian way was made/* I know not whether the writer of therembnurance was fo left i 
t>u 4 !® the common ppverb fays, “ that every comparifoTi’is lame,** this Is fo Bldbed, 
The cit^as its drinking water from the river Lcch, which runs*at fbtois diflance 
Irom „it.,. ^ whiih convey the water are much to be admired. As thecotirt 

pf;Ba^ikliaa4t m tp cut off this, indifpenfible neceffary. ; by tKreaite^ng the 

towja with doiBg fo, it under cbntifoution. But as it hbS, befidm thts, 6thpf 

sni^msfof keeping, a Rate of dependmee, to fbcurfe itfelf'foom fois 

•oppreffipn/ jtheciw feeks themmpefor*s upon whom it makmitf^f wdhte- 

? end5mt on the pthp fidcj fo as to be bnty » batti which bbfotm|ii Pay w^^ 
■he foa^iiiani^’s miniver to tbecirple of Saabia, geipmlly mfides' heni^ a^ fo doing 
fccui^ them we always Au^i^ wiB i*is|ian.»^^ 

mniitiag partteS^^ered here, and thfcoaitialitv of the governmeiit to the fbli^er is vei^ 


* -Mr, Nicholti maka tbem 34 ot $5,000. and fays there are 26,000 houfes. 
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remarkable. In the war of 1756, the,citfflens wertpdiYidedl into equal'pafliw Ibr tfiir 
two courts. The catholics confidered the Emp^or as their god;; and the proteftant^ 
did the fame by the King of Pruflia. The flame of religion had alniofl kindled aj 
bloody ci\dl war araongft them. v 

The bifliop takes his name from this town ; but refidcs at Dillingen. He has aa " 
income of about 20,000!. per annum. As"a proof of the catholicifin of this place,- 
the pope, throughout his whole progrefs,’TOci no wherewith fuch honours as he dii 
h§re. This he owed to his friends the jefuits, who "have flill great influence. 

LETTER VII.. 

Augshurgi- 

OF all the circles’ of the empire, Suabia is the moft divided it contains four eccle-- 
fiaftic, and thirteen Jay principalities, nineteen independent prelaciesnnd abbeys,twenty 
fix-earldoms and lordihips, and thirty-one free cities. The prime diredors of the cir¬ 
cle, as they are termed, at» the Bifhop of Conftance, and the Duke of Wirtemberg, 
which laft has the foie direftion of all that relates to war. 

The mixture of the various forts of government and religious fefls, the oppreflion cx- 
ercifed by the great on the lefler, the game conftantlv played by the emperor, who 
pofleffes many pieces of detached country in Suabia, which depend not on the circle, 
and can, in confcquence of his privileges as Archduke of Auftria, extend his poflef- 
fions in it by various ways, are circumftances which give the cultivation of the country, 
and the charafter of the inhabitants, a moft extraordinary caft. In feveral of the poft 
towns where you ftop, you fee the higheft degree of cultivation in the midft of the moft 
favage wildneis, a great degree of knowledge and polilh of manners, mixed with the' 
groffeft ignorance and fuperftition; traces of liberty, under the deepeft oppreflion | 
national pride, together with the contempt and negleft of the native country j in fliort,. 
all the focial qualities in ftriking contrail, and oppofitlon to each other. 

Thofe parts of Suabia which belong, to the greater potentates, fuch as Wirtemberg, ■ 
Auftria, and Baden, are certainly the moft improved. The whole of Suabia may com¬ 
prehend about nine hundred fqiiare miles, and two millions of people. More than 
lialf of thefe are fubjefts of the three above mentioned houfes, though they do not own,, 
•by a great deal, one half the land. 

If the fmali German lords would reftrain themfelves within due bounds, if they 
would not appear greater rlian they really are, if they were more affeflionate to their 
fubjeds, if they were not infenfible to the fofter feelings of humanity, and fo hoftile to 
the mufes and graces, the very I'mallnefs of thefe ftates might conftitute their happinefs. 
For altHbvigh a fmali country muft neceflarily p-art with forae money to procure what 
it wants from abroad, yet if the governor does not require many luxuries, a prudent 
ceconomy and management will keep this within due bounds. Befides, as moft of the 
fovereigns in this part of the world are catholics, and the rich foundations in the neigh¬ 
bourhood lay open to their younger fans, they are not incumbered with the care of 
making other provifion for them. Many of themfelves too belong to the church, and 
their piefcrments there might prevent their laying any burthens on their fubjeds. But 
the hapj.inefs of their people is never the ftudy of thefe gentlemen ; who, from the want 
of family ties, confider themfelves as unconneded with the country, and think their 
*«iily bufinefs is to ad like generals in an enemy’s land, and plunder what they can, 
■\iVere it not for this, their exemption front fupugrting any military eftabiifhmente, thi 
cafe with which a fmali county may be govcalpi, the diftance from the political dif- 
tradions of the greater ftates, the fccurity that the other powers of Germany cannbt 
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jihy^e great eoiHjueror over^thert, and manjr odier drcumfiancK, might be improv¬ 
ed into bleflmgs on thefe fmaUfocietieSi. 

; The coiijrts of Stutgard and Carlfruhe are the dnfy ones I have met with, which 
'feetaed to have any fenfe of the duty of making the fubjeft happy. The reft appear 
f vain enough to conceive their people created for them, not themfelves' for their people. 
The treafurers of thefe petty lords, witli fome of whom I was well acquainted, make a 
very effential difference between the interefts of the court and thofe of the people j and 
though the fubjefl: is under no apprehenfion, as I have faid, of grofs^ tyranny, yet he 
is by no means fafe from having his pocket picked by the nicer operations of ^ance. ^ 
The education of moft of thefe lords is fo thoroughly neglefted, as hardly to admit 
of better hopes. It is almoft univorfally in the hands of priefts. Part of thefe are 
monks, whofe knowledge is in a manner all wrapped up in their/owls, and part are 
young abbesf who are juli come from fchool, and only feek to make their fortunes by 
the connexions of their pupils. - The monk teaches that a reverence to Saint Frands, - 
BehediX, or Ignatius, a regular attendance on mafs, the telling beads, and giving alms 
m monaftenes, are objeXs which will make amends for many lianfgrefSons of another 
kind. 


LETtER vnn 

Munich* 

THE road from Augiburg to Munich, lies through Dachau, which is two miles from 
Aoglburg and Nymphenburg. Great part of the country, which you fee on this road* 
is entirely uncultivated. There was a projeX to bring the Memnonite^from the Pa¬ 
latinate to cultivate it, but failed, becaule the court confeffor exclaimed againft any in- 
troduXion of different religions. The buildings at Nymphenburg are magnificent, aiid ■ 
deferve to be viewed. 

The caftle of Nymphenburg wsi began in 1663, by the EleXrefs Adelaide, confort 
of the EleXor Ferdinand Maria ; but much has been added to it by the fueceeding 
eleXors. Many things are worth looking at in the palace; and the gardens are the 
largeft in Germany; but what is moft remarkable, are the rooms which contain the' 
piXure of the fixteen miftreffesof the EleXor Maximilian Emanuel, and the Emperor 
Charles the Seventh. The public exhibition of thefe portraits is an o&nce to public * 
manners, which has not, perhaps, its like in Europe. , 

In the gardens there is acloyfter of nuns ©f Notre Dame, and under the fame roof, , 
parted only by a wall,, an hofpice of capuchin friars. This cuftom of building convents 
and doyfters near each other, was very common in the tenth century. 

There is a china manufaXure here, but it feems fallen to decay. * 

Gn my arrival at the inn, a pretty hoftefs ftepped up, looked me very fulpicioufly 
in the face, and put'feveral queftions ; which, for want of fufficieni (kill in her pro¬ 
vincial dialeX, !■ could anl'wer but by halves. As T cannot endure to be much quef- 
tioned by innkeepers, I defired her, fomewhat,«roughlv, to let me know, withoul any 
more ceremony, whether I could lodge and board in her houfe for fome davs?' With- 
a great deal'of difficulty, Ihe at hft gave me'to underftand, that flie had taken nfe for 
a Jew,, and had fworn fb fome faint or other never to entertain a Jew* I was, as you 
may fuppofe, near- leaving the houfe j an explanation, however^ took place, jnd the 
next day, after iriy beard, which was rather of the longeft, had been taken off, 

Were fully recOocUed, and have agree ^n ^very well ever finee.- 

la. 
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of the Gountry IS pot in fo improved, a''ftate a|^ven I faw f^vie^ 

^Suabian villages, which deferved the appellation^j;towns mucUjniQre ihan^fotne of tht;, 
.inilerat 4 e hole? I have met witjl fince my arrival in Bavaria. iTicre are fix of.ihe|tf' 
about Munich, in which the .wide fcattered houfes are far more numerous than theiii< 
habita^pt& , ' . 

I aPi fiill too Jittle;acquainted with this court an 4 <^untry, to be able to fay any thing 
confidently about either. Bat as I propofe ftopping here fome time, fliall impart to 
you, in due order, the refpit of ^ enquiries. In .the mean time, as I am a ailigept 
frequenter tif the Gefmari theatre, I feel a define.to entertain you, as far as.itiy ability 
yet goes, with a ftate of the dramatic part of German literature. 

Tbofe who uflderfiand German, fpreeive even at.Strafburg, that Germany has, for 
fome years paft, been ftruqk with .q-irage for theatricfil exhibitions. The bookfellers’ 
(hops arc from tinie to time over>nm with new plays and theatrical almanacks; and 
writings of the dramatic kind,, always cfccupy a third part in the catalogues of new ' 
books. Dramatic poetry is certainly .the highed fpccies of poetry, as hlRomal painting 
is the higheft fpecies of painting; nor can any thing be more Ufcful than to reprefent 
man in his various chara£ter$, and fituations, with truth and juftice. But fuch men 
as aupear at prefent in mofl: of the German plays, are rarely met with in the world; 
and when here and there fuch do make their appearance, the police of the place, if 
there is any police, takes the charge of them upon itfclf, and lodges them in Bedlam, 
or a workhoufe. 


You muft know, my dear brother, that the characters mod frequently on the 
German ftaee^ are frantic lovers, parricides, highwaymen, miniders, midreffes, and 
men of falhion, \^h their pockets full of daggers and poifon, melancholy and raving 
men of ail forts, aiid incendiaries, and grave-diggers. Perh^s you will not believe 
me, but I could name to you above twenty pieces, the chief chara£lers in which are 
mad, and where the poet has endeavoured to cx||^t his /or/e’ in the difpky of folly, 
andjdidra£tion of mind. I affure you too, upon my honour, that that part of ^ 
German public with which I have bad the honour to be acquainted hitherto, ji^r^ 
and mod violently applaud thofe feenes which ihew the madman in his wildy||pi|^nt 
port?, There ar6 plays in which the chief charader fucceflively murdersjpS; fwdve 
to fifteen peqple; and by way of crowning the meritorious deed, pl|||M* dagger in 
hk own bread. It is a rad, that the pieces which have mod tnadnM|Ogii murderers 
in them, meet with the greated approbation; nay, feveral ador||^|m^dre(res have 
complained to me how difficult they found k to invent new wayapPiVing on the dage. 
It mu(t be difficult, for there are feenes in which the principw performers mud re¬ 
main fdr half an hour in the lad agonies, uttering broken words^aiid under continued con- 
vulfions, and it is certainly no eafy tafk to fudain fuch a deailm with propriety. I have 
often feen no lefe than five people at once dying on the German ftage, one ringing 
out.biskttell with his feet, another with his arms, a third with bis belly, and a fourth 
with his head, whilft the pit feemed agonizing with joy, elpccially if thefport laded, 
and clapped every convulfive moyemeftt. 

The next in,rank on the German dage after the madmen and miwslprers, are drunk¬ 
ards, foldiers, and watJhnen. Thefe charafters cprrefpond too much with the na¬ 
tional humour not .to be welcome to the audience. But why the phlegm^c Germans, 


Skcho ai*e ,tro^ble 4 with fo few violent paffions, and delight , fp little in dlTperate tranf- 
a£iions. and tratrical events. Ihould t^e fuch uleafure in the dagger bowl, is n(>t 
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; O& thie part of thd public it may arife from ignor^nite of life and m^nriere. The 
*di^erbnt cfal&s of people do not mingle fo much in the German to wns as they do in 
France." To every thing which belongs tS nobility, or which has the name of nobility, 
or is in any way attached to the cwurt, the German in middle life can hai'e no Stccefs. 
His knowledge of Mj, andtafte forfocial pleafures is much more cpnfihed than that of 
our people j nor does he, like the inhabitants of ,a moderate!]^ ^ large Fwnch town/* 
enter into the innumemble incidents' and accidents of cOmmo|^,.Iife. 'T’his wantof 
intereft irt ufual virtues and vices, this' infenfibility to the little events'of ordinary lifcj 
oblige the German'to look for ftrbng emotions |nd carica|ures to entertain him on 
the llage; whereas the Frepchman is contented With a piece of a much finer wrought 
plot, and willingly fees the peoffie he lives and iS^acqttainted with, tepntfented on the 
■dlage. The Saxon dramas are not fif monflrous and extravagant as thOfe which are exhi¬ 
bited in the weftern and foui hern parts of Germany, becaufe‘a*m<^ enlightened moral¬ 
ity, and a freer intercourfe than there is here, obtains in that* part of the country,' and' 
confequently the pifture of a feene in common life is more ftriking than it can be 
here. In general the majority in this part of the country confifis more of wo^.than' 
in France, and die mob, you know, are notorious for running to fee an executiiS or: 
a funeral. 

On the part of the poets, the extravagance arffes from a Variety of different caufes. 
Moft of the prefent writers for the Germafi drama are as ignorant as the mob, of the, 
fprings which aftuate mankind. Many of them are ftudents, who are ftill at fchool, • 
orjull come from it, and have chofen play writing for their trade. Thefe pei'fons, 
who have never feeri any thing, fit in their cMmney comer, andl^^nVeloped in the 
fumes of their tobacco, invent whatever happens to come uppermofti Their crea¬ 
tures have, confequently, neithei^^eauty, fhape, grace, or. proportion j but are 
either men without heads, or bar^mans.- The writers of this clafs, who aim at no¬ 
thing but getting their bread by gratifying the public, write tragedy, becaufe it is mbft ^ 
eafy ; for, independently of the affiftance Which may be derived from the marvellous, 
it is always eafier to write a good tragedy than an ^ually good comedy.. 

Another fet of writers for the bufkin, fuffer theimelves-to be led away by th'e tafte’ 
of the times. A' few years ago one Goethe, of whofe works you muft certainly have 
feen tranflatiofih, brought out a piece, which, although it has very great beauties ia' 
it, is, upon the whole, the moff extravagant* that ever was afted. To give you an 
idea of it, I need not fay more than the fubjeft is, the peafant war under the Emperor 
Maximilian, and that the burning of villages, firing towns. Sic. &c. are repreyfcnted 
in it to the life. This piece, which is called Gots of Berlichingen, .w/V)5 fie trow 
handf has, notwithftanding the great outcry for it, not yet been exhibited on the 
Aage, bedaitfe the infinite changes of the feeneryj and the incredible heap of machi¬ 
nery, ^nd decoration neceffaryi are too expenfive, and would make the performance 
too long. *' Gdethe is undoubtedly a genius, s^d T have feen other pieces' of 
which (hew that he can draw men in common life, and. walking on their legs, w^ 
thofe who ftand on their heads. His Elvin and Elmire is an eMuifrtc little op^, and 
there is much mdrit, though with fome excrefeendes, in his clvigo, a frag^y on the 
fubjed, you;i&dw, of Beaumarchais* adtrd«m^'% Sfjain. Goethe, how^dr» has 
had too many Itottatofs. His Gots of BerKchingen was a kind of rai^c wand, which, 
wiffi a Angle ftrofce, produced a huadrij^eniuf^s out of aothkg. BKnd to the real 
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beauties,of the ongina|y his imitator? haye'{|ideavoui:e(^to diflingoilh themfelifes?,,^ 
copying his extravagancfes. As in 6ot8 of ffl^chingen the fcenery is frequently 
changed, it is ^ovr necelTaiy for the poet to carlf^lhe ipetiator through every part of 
the town. Goethe was rather lavilh of executions in his pieces; and now there ar& 
innumerable hangmen on, the ftage. Shakefgcar, whom Goethe, probably from whim, 
or with the view to draw the atteiititm of his countrymen to that great poet, propofed 
as his example in his Gots, became inftantly the idol of the German dramatic writers^ 
4 >ut not that Shakefpear, who, like Raphael, paints man as he is, under every cir- 
cumftaice, and exprefles every movement of the mufcles and herves, and every emo¬ 
tion of the paffions; but he, who, for want of fulBcient acquaintance with originals, 
and due education, giyes himfelf up to his own wild whims, flies over ages and coun¬ 
tries, and worlds, and in the purfuitof hisfluduatingobjeds, does not trouble himfelf 
about either unity or order. An hiftorical painter may fail in what is called la compoft- .. 
tien dugroupe, or harmony of the piece, and feveraf other things, and yet merit great, 
praife for his excellence in the delineation of Angle figures j but the fcholar who copies 
thefe faults, is truly to be pitied. 

Rules, it is true, do not fetter a genius; he either wairs them like wreaths of 
flowers, unconftrained, eafily and gracefully; or, when he does not know the value 
of this ornament, and will come forth in his own wildncfs, makes up for the omiflion, 
by the vigour with which he lays hold of his objed. But fuch untradable gcniiife-s 
are very fcarce, and not tlic proper objeds of his imitation. England, or rather wc 
may fay all Europe, has produced but one Shakefpear during mamy centuries. The 
greateft number, of artifts are doomed to acquire reputation by lludy, and rules have 
been made to regulate that ftudy. 

This ridiculous tafte of defiring to excel by the negled of order and rules, by the 
affedation of extravagance, unnatural events, abominable grimaces, and pitiful dif- 
figurations, has fince this time infedfed every department of literature and the arts. 
We fee crouds of young pretenders to genius, whil^?m their different walks, in niufic, 
painting, and other parts of poetry, think to acquire fame by departing from the 
eftabliihed rules, and giving up fiudy. But the ancients thought btherwife on this 
fubjed, and the works which they have left behind, will never be eclipfed by thefe 
weak and pretended originals. Virgil, it is well known, compared his procludions to 
the unformed cub of a bear, which could only receive its proper lhape by frequent 
licking; and it is eafy to fee, by the writings of I’erence and Plautus, that they were 
not finiftied over a pipe of tobacco. You know that Shakefpear has now, for fome 
time pall, had his pai tizans amongft us; but his extravagance will not fo eafily be 
.adopted for a rule; and though Arnaud has opened the way for monflers on our ftage, 
as yet they appear too feldom for there to he any danger of our feeing our old friends 
and acquaintance in common life banilhed by them. 

This corrupt tafte has produced a wonderful revolution in' the German language. 
When we read the writings of Gefner, Wieland, and Lefling, we perceive that it was 
improving under their culture, and wpuld gradually have received the polilfi and per¬ 
fection which are indifpcnfably neceffary to make it claffical. But tliefe now geniufes 
have not been fatisfied v^ith the mutilation of Angle words, but have contracfed whole 
periods in the lame maimer. They have abolilhed all conjuncHtxis and conntjftjvos of 
every kind. In many of the more,modern works, the leiitences are alfefeparate, like 
■nthe feparate ^'ata pf an oracle; nor are any flops or diviliona ad.ni>ted, except full 
flops, and I! 1 aqd ? ? ? and-.- — —, BeMts, every^ writer made a. point of m. 
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v ft^ i p g ngyg wdcds to exprefs^is**new id$|K j ,in ihort, yott would burft with laughter 
if you were,to rea4 feme literary pMltiaions of Germany, wSch pafs with many for 
ihafter-pieces. s» # 

Wfafen I fay this, I do not mean to be underftood to affirm, that there are no perfons 
of better tafte in Gerniany than thofe I IjBve been defcribing>; but they are overtalked, 
becaufe they are the -famlleft number, and attempt only to convince by moderation 
and reafon, whilft the others ftuh them with noife. It was but yefterday that I faw a 
new, piece, entitled ‘ Quick before any one knows it,* which #as remarkable for tha 
iiinplicity of the fable, the truth of the <riiara 6 l:ers,*and the chal^efs of its dialogue; 
and I have feen other coraedies'hnd tragedies equally good t ’but tne pit miift have mad-, 
nefs, and murder, and trumpets, ^und tliunder, and the a£for|^ only interpofe fuch a 
piece, in order.to have time to reoiver their breHh, and recruit for frefh raptures of 
infanity. ■ j**' ,*« #■ 

j This is the fixth company of comedians I have feen in Geriiany., You will wonder 
perhaps at To many in fo fmall a trafl; but you muft know^ that for feveral years part, 
innumerable fmall ftrolling companies patrole Germany as'ihey do in'^Spain and Eng- 
lan.d: they ereft their ftages in the barns, or in the cow-houfes of villages, or market 
towns, and borrow the mayor’s night-gown and flippers, to play Julius Caefar in his 
toga, or, which is the fame thing to them, to reprefent a fultan. I faw four Q^'thefe 
companies in Suabia. They are made up chiefly of vagabond ftudents, and idle, dif- 
folute mechanics, who are alternately afiors and foldiers, fometimes in the work-houfe, 
and fometimes in the hofpital. The company which is.here at prefent is of a fuperior 
kind. All the members of it are in the pay qf the court, which receives the entrance 
money. Yhey are almoft all elegant, well-bred people, and went far beyond my ex- 
peflations in their performance. I do not know above three or fcig||r theatres in France 
which are preferable to this. The aftors enjoy the fociety of the firfl: people of the 
court, and have opportunities of uoliihing their manners. How ridiculous it is, that 
the prefent etiquette of Gennany^ould refufe this advantage to the poet, who has as 
much to gdn by it as the comedian^ 

This company is under the direddon of Mr. Marchand, of whom I had heard a 
great deal at Strafburg, where he played for feveral years before he had any regular 
engagement. He is now at Manheim, whereA# is engaged at a large falary as ma¬ 
nager of the court theatre. I was extremely happy in a perfonal acquaintance with * 
him. He is a man of the world, very lively and intelligent, and has contrived to make 
a capital of 4000 I. by his performances in the citi-'s on the Upper Rhine. ^Thls gen- 
tlemp told me how much pains be had taken, when uc came to the management, to 
fet his company on a different footing from mod of German companies of cqpiedians 
at that time. He employed only regular bred men, paid them with great punduality, 
and as regularly difeharged them, when they were guilty of any irreguferity. By thefe 
means, he and his company obtained the refpeft of the public, who at firfl: confidm^ 
players as difrejjutable perfons. For along time Mr. Marchand guided the public 
tafle. He exhibited only tranflations of 4he mqft feie£i; French and Englifli pieces, and 
the very beft originals of his own country, with « mixture of fome of our ophras, 
which, excepting at Paris, were no better performed than his company.--^udden- 
ly, however, the rage f 6 r tragedy mid moiriters prevailed; affer long l&ug^g againfl: 
it, he wasdil^laft obliged to yield to^the ftream. ^ As the lungs of m a^ors wfre only 
accuftomed to the ordinary tones of fpeech, and could not go through the ffrong cott^ 
-fulfive movements of the new fehooU^he wasobUged, on his an^ at Munich, to 
procure a new fA accuftomed to howlil^s, laying dead, &c. &c. It is probable, bow- 
•voj.. VI. £ ever. 
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ever, that the prefent rage is only a teniporafy parpxyfin of the ftage fever, which ^ill 
in tinie give way to better talle and founder judgl^nt. Farewell. 

LETTER IX. 

Munich. 

YOU require too much of raej though 1 very well conceive that you muft natu¬ 
rally wilh to have a particular knowledge of this court and country; for, independent¬ 
ly of our former connexion with Bavaria, the Palatinate is the moft powerful ftate in 
Germany, next to Auftria and Brandenburg, or at lead: from its internal refources 
fhould be fo; and befides, the geographical fituation of the country will always make 
its mafter of confequence to whatever fide he joins, in cafe of a rupture between France 
and the Emperor. 1 will therefore do what I can; but I lhall day here too Ihort a 
time to give you entire fatisfaftion. The defeription of Munich by Profeflbr Weden- 
rieden, though not void of faults, is one of the few works of this kind calculated to 
give fatisfadion.^ Every traveller fhould have it. The bell hiftor)” of Munich is that 
by Mr. Bergman, in one volume folio. There is alfo an Italian tract on the fubjefl:, 
by Bianconi; but it does not contain much. 

This court is at prefent fo enveloped in a thick and motley-coloured crowd of mi- 
niders, counfellors, intendants, and commanders, that one cannot well get at, nor 
even fee it; nor have I yet been able to make any particular acquaintance with our 
minider here, who undoubtedly knows how things are. I diall therefore deferibe the 
court to you, partly from the information of fome of its dependants, and partly from 
a few of my own obfervations, which have hitherto been made from a didance.—As, 
far as the court is cpnneGed with the country, its charafler is to be judged of by the 
laws and regulations ilTued from time to time. 

The eledlor is one of the bed tempered men in the world. He is of a mild, focial, 
lively difpofition, not at all dillrudful or fufpiciou^’ and fo little inclined to feverity, 
that, upon a reformation having become neceffary in his court at Munich, he appoint¬ 
ed the Count Golddein, his prime minider at Dudeldorf, to carry on the requifite mca- 
fures with vigour, and went himfelf to Italy, that the reform mi^ht not be retarded by 
the prayers and Iblicitations of thofe difeharged from office, which he was diffident of 
' being able to withdand. A difagreeable marriage, contra£led in his youth, led him 
iniq irregularities. The children he has had in confequence, he has raifed, at a very 
heavy e.vpence, to be counts of the empire. In his more advanced life, the gentlends 
of his fpirit, aiid the recolledion of his former errors, have opened the way for piety 
into his heart; which pf itfeU would be a bleffing to the country, were it not, that it 
gives the priedhood more influence than it fliould have. 

As to his leartiing, he is reported able in feveral fciences, particularly in mathema¬ 
tics, and fpeaks French, Italian, and Englifh. But the fine arts are his and he 
has facrificed liberally to them. His orchedra and opera are the bed in Europe, next 
to thofe of Naples and Turin; and hirf,magnificent colleftion ©^prints, antiques, and 
other things, are perpetual monuments of his friendlhip for thelnufes. 

1 have heard that an Ei^lifh gentleman at Manheim paid him the compliment to fay, 
that * He deferved to be S^rivate gentlemaft.* Certainly this is the moft favourable 
thing which can be faid or this prinre, who is entirely deftitute of that ftren«h of 
“■^irader and refolutioni which are indifpenfibly neceffary to govern fo ferocious ^ 
people as the ^prians. As he is wanting Jp knowledge of mankind, he thinks 
favourably of all «ofe who are about him, and this fubjefis him to conftant deceptiop. 
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* When I take my eyes ofF this great pe)||pnage himfelf, to look round for the perfon 
of next confequence, and who has ^ greatefl: influence, 1 feel myfelf in the dark, and 
know not whom to ftumble on. .Tltere is a: lord high fteward, a lord treafurer, a 
chancellor, a parcel of privy counfellors, a father confeffor, and fonW women, who 
have divided the court intereft amongft. them, and mutually guaranteed each other’s 
(hare. He who could fee things as they are, and would trace every intrigue back to 
its origin, would find the firft movers of the machine in a monk’s cowl or a petti¬ 
coat. 

Of the mifchiefs which may be done by priefts and women, when they gain the af- 
ccndancy, we have had fuificient examples in our own cotirt. But thcle fell far fhort 
of the evils which are occafioncd by them here, notwitbftanding that the fpoils of 
whole provinces have been expended on the capricious defires or a miftrefs; a cafe 
which happened in France, 'fhe reafon of this diflerence is, that we;Rre not without 
firm patriots, who oppofc adminiftrations, and often reform what others have corrupt¬ 
ed. But it is loft labour to look for a patriot at this court; or if you find one, his pa- 
triotifm confines itfelf to filent unavailing murmurs. 

Of the general maxims, or leading principles of the people of this court, I can fay 
but little to you. Immediate felf-intereft is apparently the purfuit of every one; or 
if they do profefs any principles, they are certainly the moft pliant and verfatile in the 
world. Indeed if we may judge by the way of thinking of inferiors, of the fentiments 
of their fuperiors, many of the principal people of this court have adopted the moft 
execrable theory in politics: for inftance, that religion ferves only for the purpofe of 
keeping the crowd of mankind (laves to them;—that a courtier muft put on the ex¬ 
ternals of religion, but leave the praftice to the vulgar;—that men are by nature 
wicked, feditious, turbulent, and only to be governed by being ksJpt in perpetual fer- 
vitude, and not permitted to ufc their facultiesfinally, that too much knowledge is 
dangerous, and that the great hold their rights over the people immediately from God, 
are no ways accountable for theii^i^wndua, nor under any obligation to their fubjeds. 
Wretched and miferable fentiments I originally propagated by thofe who do not un- 
derftand MachiavePs prince, or who do not confider what he has advanced on the 
other fide of the queftion in his difeourfes on I.ivy. 

You will fee by this (ketch, that this court is not at all more advanced than thofe of 
Spain and Portugal. The prince, though fincerely inclined, can do nothing for the' 
real welfare of his people j for the channels by which he (hould communicate with 
them are flopped up. Under the laft government the niinifter fold ofiices publicly, and 
now they are given away at the gaming table. There are numerous examples of peo¬ 
ple who have not been able to procure promotion, otherwife than by lofing, certain 
fums of money to certain ladies. Every thing here is venal. A few years ago, a 
certain minifter of this court would have fold half Bavaria to the Hou'fe of Auftna, if 
the Pruffian and Ruffian courts, and the minifter of the court of Deux-Ponts, had not 
prevented the purchafe. In every projeft propofed, a fmall part only is intended for 
any good purpofe; the greater part has the in|,%reft of the projedorin view. 

How indeed is it poffible that a court, in which the higheft plac^ are to be obtained 
by high birth merely, orfemily connedions, by money, or the intereft of women and 
priefts, (hould have thofe fundamental rules, or have that political conftitution, which 
is necellary %r the peopIe^s happinefs ? The pi!ftce*s love of (hew, is as remarkable as. 
jus goodnefs of heart} and both together induce him to think, that he is obliged to* 
ulpport an idl» and ufelefs nobility^ whilft other governments are ufing every 
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effort to cut off and reduce the exotbitant , 4 >riyilege 8 (ff this clafs of 
them only according to their real fervices, this ^rt confiders it as its duty to pamper 
and feed them, in holy idlenefs, like the frogs of Latona, or the geefe of the captol, 
at the expence of the ffate. Would you think that there is, at this very dme, a pro* 
jc(St on foot for inftituring a new province of Knights of Maltain Bavaria, which wilt 
coff millions ? Tt is not merit, but nobility ‘only, which .will have any claim to this rich 
foundation. ^-Whether the Chriftian purpofe of perfecuting the Saracens, or rather a 
particular predilection for this order has engaged the eleftor in it, I cannot tell j but 
thus far is certain, that the Aims fpent by the knights during their noviciate at fea (or 
rather at the gaming-table and revelling in the ifland of Malta) could be fpent at 
home more proAtably for their native country. But the lefs advantage the ftate has to 
expeft from this new inftitution, the more certainly it will be concluded on. The only 
thing that can flop it, is the confideration of where the funds for this purpofe are to 
be had. In the mean time, I could mention to you the names of a hundred placemen 
to be found in the Court Calendar, whofe duty 1 defy any man on earth to And out. 
Be it Aifficieiit H a fpecimen to tell you, that this court keeps a Great Admiral for two 
or three Ihips on the Rhine. 

Every thing here is calculated for fhew. The army conAfts of about thirty regi. 
ments, in which, notwithftandingtheprefentdeAgnofcompIetiHgthem, there are not 
eighteen thoufand men. One fourth part at lead are officers, amongft whom there 
are feveral general Aeld-marlhals. The titles and embroidered clothes of the inhabi¬ 
tants by no means fecure a Aranger from their begging frpm him. YcAerday I went 
to fee the handAime Jefuit church, where,, that I might not appear an idle fpeClator, 
I knelt down by fome people in a pew j immediately a man, whom I had imagined 
from his drefs to be a perfon of confequence, moved nearer to me, prefented me with 
a pinch of fnuff, and aAer fome remarks on the beauty of the building, entered circum- 
' ftantially into a complaint of his neceffities, and requefted charity of me. The lame 
thing had already happened to me in another chiitch, where the beggar was a v^pry 
well dreffed woman. The police, which is“fo attentive to light, and keep the town 
< clean, is in a manner obliged to permit thieves and pick-pockets to beg at the gates of 
the town, as it knows not how to And them employment or bread. 

This deAciency m true and Axed principles of government, this love of Ihew, this 
■ confuAon of employment, from the too great number of ufelefs, unpatriotic, idle dc* 
pendants, occafion hourly contradictions in the internal politics. Some little time Ance 
the miniller, who had perhaps read Beccaria when he was half alleep, or had heard that 
capital punilhments and the torture were abolilhed in Pruffia, Ruffia, and Auftria, af¬ 
fected the'fame fpirit of philofophy. However, it foon appeared to be but an affectation, 
for the*thieves, murderers, and highwaymen, became foon fo numerous, that an edift 
quickly appeared, which expofed in the molt glaring manner, the total incapacity of the 
court. This edid Hated that, however mild the prince was in his difpofition, and how¬ 
ever hf®ly reA)lved he had been to imitate the example of other powers, by introducing 
humane laws, he found hirafelf notwithljanding conftr|ined to fuffer the old punilhments 
of banging, breaking on the wheel, impaling, burning, and torturing to go forward ^ 
jpreferibed by the Caroline code.” Strange cpnfeffion! But why has not the mildnefs 
of the penal laws in Pro^a, Ruffia, and Auftrii, been attended with the fame conle- 

4 uence^ which overfet the new fyfteraln Bavam ? From no other reafon than becaufe 
lefe powers h^ a Arm, well concerted, and connected fyftem of government, which 
this cotgt only copied in appearance, whilft h^r real conduCt and adKiiniftration w3s 
to totally 
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totally diff^nant to this philofophy^ *^^®“ correft the people of 

their mclinatiOB to theft laid Tobbt^, by good education, improved morals, and en¬ 
couragement to indufti^. But furely the fix millions which are to be thrown away on 
the new Malta bufmefs, might have been much better employed in the ereftion of 
fchools, and hbufes of induftry, for the purpofe of faving and reforming fo many thou- 
fands of men. And are not the fumptuoiis opera houfes, the expenfiyc colledlioiis of 
curiofities, the palaces, gardens, and innumerable fwarms of gUtterihg fervants, a 
reproach to the court ? and do they not fhew that the property of the fubjefls is in bad 
hands? 

The ecclefiaftics of this place are much divided at prefent. The fame parties obtain 
here, which, by their heat and virulence to each other, flrew fo much notice in France. 

The ex-jefuits, with their adherents, are fupported by the eleflor’s confeffor, who is 
one of their number; and at the head of the Benedidines are fome very rich prelates, 
who make their way into the cabinet with gold, by means of mercenary fervants, and 
ladies of the court. - Some of them, if I am not miftaken, are membera of the eftates of 
the country; but this gives them but little weight with a prince fo jealous of his au¬ 
thority, that he has hitherto delayed taking the preferibed oaths in the alfemblies of the 
ftates. However it is believed that they will get the better of the jefuits, as gold is all 
powerful here. What the country will gain or lofe by this I know not. The Bene- 
didines are like other monks, though not fo opinionated and implacable as their enemies 
the jefuits. 

The intolerance of the jefuits, who have now for a long time governed the eledor, 
has been very prejudicial to the Palatinate. The proteftants make at lealt one half of 
the inhabitants of this country, and have many treaties of peace, and public ftipulations 
granted for their fecurity. In every ftate they make the beft of (Wizens j as their re¬ 
ligious dodrines are confonant to the foundeft politics, and their priefthood is never.at 
variance with the civil power. Nptwithftanding this, they are expofed to every fpecies 
of oppreflion, and the court feenf^to make a merit of rooting out this mod valuable 
part of its fubjeds; whom, being blinded by the falfe arguments of the prieftvS, it con- 
fiders as weeds in the ftate garden. The hypocrites difguife their perfecuting fpirit under 
the appearance of political zeal, and endeavour to perfuade the prince, that unity of re¬ 
ligion is as eftential to every ftate, as unity of fovereignty. In a proclamation for the 
fuppreffion of a fmall, but very elegant poem ag^inft intolerance, I met with thefe words: 

“ The authov is defirous of introducing into catholic Bavaria, a mixture of religiwos 
very dangerous to the ftate.” ' But let the ctfurt contemplate, or rather I Ihould fay, 
would it had eyes to fee how many falutary confequences this mixture of religions has 
had in Holland, and how great the difference is between catholic Bavaria, and th« coun¬ 
try in which there are about thirty different feds. 

It was the fame affedation of political zeal, that made the jefuits in France ufe fuch 
ftrong efforts to gfl|»the edid of Nantes revoked. They accuftomed Lewis XIV. from 
/his childhood to Coiifider the reformed church as the fecret enemy of the crown and the 
ftate, and falfely charged on its p^ceable fubjedi that fpirit of perfecution, which they 
theihlelves alone poffe^d. Our court has now difeovered that the jefuits were greater 
enemies to Frante than the reformed church; but at a time when we fo loudly proclaim 
our errors, when the reformed church ^iopes tOj^over its loft freedom of religion 
when a Necker in office proves to all mankind hw much jefuitifm is abhorredf here 
they continue to exclude Proteftants from even the loweft offices in the ftate, and ufe 
every artifice to opprefs them. 


Nature 
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Nature alway s revenues her injured rights. The perfecufed heretics lesure the Pafa- 
t'nate to cultivate the North American defert, and the greater part of Bavana remains a 
dcfert. . ‘ 


LETTER X. 

^ Munich. 

A FEW days ago I had a very long and agreeable converfation with one'of the few 
enlightened patriots, who here mourn in fccret.thc fate of their country. We happened 
to fpeakof the Emperor Charles VII. and the well known Bavarian war. I was obliged 
to allow that our minillers of that time had behaved very fhamefully to this court, and 
that the war would have turned out greatly to the advantage of Bavaria, if we had dealt 
more honourably by it. My friend was loud in his lamentations, and repeatedly men¬ 
tioned how our army had flood by and feen the Bavarian troops attacked without (Urrinp; 
a man to their afTidance; how the fubfuly money was not paid ; how our minifter, by 
dint of great promifes, which were never performed, prolonged the war to the ruin of 
Bavaria; with .what violence our commanders had behaved on Bavarian ground, and fo 
forth. All this I was forced to acknowledge; for I recolledled what the Prufllan mi- 
iiifler at this court had faid to ours, when the latter would have exculpated himfelf, by 
faying that his mafters were fools. “ Das Jind Keine Dumm Kopfe; das findJliurken (ce 
nc fiont pas des fiats ; ce fiont des Coquins With this converfation on my mind, I could 
make no reply dired ; bur I had likewife heard from fome of our old officers, who had 
ferved in the war, and were intimately acquainted with the fituation of this court, that 
its minifters were ftill greater fools and rogues than ours; that the emperor himfelf was 
more taken up with his rofary, his hounds, his priefts, and miftreffes, (by whom he left 
about forty children,) than with the concerns of the country; that his fervauts were 
more fludious to gratify his humours and paffions, than to promote the good of the na¬ 
tion. A ftriking evidence of this was given by a certain count, who procured bis ovra 
niece for him, and by the influence he thus gained over him, fruflrated every good 
couufel of the true friends to the emperor- 1 knew alfo that our minifter could not 
find a fingle man here fufliciently acquainted with public bufinefs to be employed in 
negotiations: that the fublidy money, Which at firft was regularly fent from Verfailles, 
was expended in ufelefs purpofes; that the ftipulated number of Bavarian troops 
w'ae not completed, and that half the money was pocketed by the officers and pay- 
inallers. I knew that the emperor, notwithflanding his embarrafied drcumftances, 
could not bring himfelf to demand contributions from the rich cloyfters, much lefs by 
crulhing them, and taking pofleflTion of fome neighbouring church principalities, to re¬ 
cruit the Hate of his finances, and give more fecurity to his tottering throne *. 

Upon this ftatement of the cafe, my good friend was obliged.,to allow, that if things 
did not turn out as they ought to have done, the greateft part of thetflamf was owing to 
Bavaria. 

Since that time the court has been under the iaflufgice of a daemon with a capuchin, 
which has perplexed its politics, robbed its treafury, and put fools and traitors at the 
head of its affairs. Whilft fome of the lelTer potentates of Germany have been able to 
raife themfelves to a moft refpeclabl?|greatnef8jf notwitbftanding the altnoft infuperable 
jbftacits they have had to ftrugglc ^ith, this old and mighty houfe has been forced to 

* In the laft of which he ctrtainly afted jitftly. 

l)ehoiid 
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behold the |fide boundaries of its polMions inceflantly contradling, notwithftanding the 
various favourable circuniftances that nave ctMicurred to elevate it, if it would have lif- 
tene^to the. dictates of found policy. When the elcdtor palatine was chofen King of 
Bohemia, who would have thought that his own coufm, the Duke of Bavaria, would 
have been the perfon to diftrefs him moft, and to increafe the already dangerous power 
of Auftria, at the expence of his own family ? Had it not been for this, Bphemia would 
have been now under the fame govei'nment as Bavaria and the Palatinate, and the pre- 
fent elector, a great king. At the peace of Weftphalia, the members of the proteftant 
league indemnified themfelves for the heavy expences of the Swediflt war, by putting 
themfelves in poffeflion of the neighbouring church principalities; but Bavaria, which 
had fought to the laft drop of blood for the Pope and the Houfe of Auftria, thought 
itfelf abundantly paid with the Eleftorate and the Upper Palatinate, (which it could only 
obtain by the failure of another branch of its own family,) and let ftip the belt opportu¬ 
nity of poUeffing itfelf of the biflioprick of Saltzburg, with which it has fo much wrang¬ 
ling at prefent, the biflioprick of Friefingcn, which lies in its very bofora,^nd many other 
adjacent bifhopricks; fo conftantly has it ftrove af^ainlt its own proper interefts, from 
the impreffion of falfe religious tenets *. 

Thefe wars, which we may fay it has waged againft itfelf; that on account of the 
Spaniih fuccellion; and ladly, that of the Emperor Charles VI!. have given great wounds 
to this Houfe, wounds which, however, it might have cured, had not religious preju. 
dices and caprice rendered it blind, and infenfible to its own internal fituation. But 
now they rankle, and prefent an obferver with the difgufting fpectacle of a deeply cori- 
fumptive body politic. 

It was thought that the laft eleftor had paid the greateft part of the national debts; 
but on the acceffion of the prefent prince, thefe expectations were found very erroneous. 
Some indeed of the oldeft incumbrances have been paid ofl'; but on the other hand, 
ieveral new loans have been made.. . This eleClor was, indeed, quite unequal to the 
management of his own finances, which he left entirely to the difpofal of his fer- 
vants, contenting himfelf if his expenfive hunting matches could be defrayed ; and the 
prefent court feems to be as little inclined to limit the enormous expence of tlie opera- 
lioufe, for the fake of paying its debts, which may now amount to near twentyiive mil¬ 
lions of florins, or 250,000!. * 

As I ftrolled through the country, I Ihuddered at the fight of the ravages which wyr 
had made. There is no town of any importance in all Bavaria, except the capital. YSu 
would never imagine what pitiful little holes, Landiberg, Waflerbing, Landfhut, and 
many other places, which make a great figure on the map, are. To all appearance 
neither Ingoldftadr, nor Straubingen, nor any of the greater towns, except Munich, 
contain above four thoufand fouls. Nor are there more than forty of. thefe towns ; 
whereas Saxony, which.is no’larger than Bavaria, contains above two hundred and 
twenty, if the afccouitts in print are to be depended upon. But indeed the want of po- 
pulation in thefe parts is very remarkable, as weU as the remains of thofe vices which 
armies generally leave behind them^. Excepting fne brewer, baker, and innkeeper, you 
may feek in vain for a rich tradefman. There is not a veftige of induftry either in town 
or country, but every body feems to confider idlenefs and beggary as the happieft ftate 
of man. ■ f -i* 

AswhiR &varia loft at the peace of Tefchner, was nearly made tip by the jmiftion 
01 tjie principalities of Neuburg and Sulzbachwe may reckon with the Palatinate, it 

gurdy not falfe religiow optnldhs, tf theft countries were only to be obtained by fraud ind'violence. 
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rpntains as tmich ground as Suabia; that is, gbotit fevett»hundred artdjpWBftty-pine 
fquare miles. Now, ip the Suabiari circle, there are at leaft one miilion nx hundred 
tbouiand people; whereas Bavaria, b)' a late calculation, has not above oi^mill^|i one 
hundred and eighty thouland. * # ■ 

The fouthern part of this country is very mountainous, but not fo unfit for stgiicul- 
ture as geographers commonly rejwrt it to be. In many of the valli^of thefe vail 
mountains, me foil is excellent; and in one corijpr of them I found an ingenious and 
indufirious hufbandman, the only charafter of the kind I could meet with in the whole 
country, who had gathered what he had fown fixteen fold. 'I’he part which extends 
from the csipital to the Danube and thO Innj is the beft arable land throughout the 
country, and is interfered by fevcral v/ell wooded hills. Tlxe Upper Palatinate, toge¬ 
ther with that part of the dukedom of Bavaria which lies beyond the Danube, confifts 
almoft intirely of xnountains. I’hefe rife gradually from the Danube to Fichtelberg 
and the Bohemian ridge of mountains, but are fit for every kind of agriculture. 

A confideraWe part of this, by nature fo highly favoured country, has lain wafte fince 
the wars. Tnere are many large trads which the inhabitants call moffes, but which 
are not (o fenny and fpungy as the turf and moor grounds of Holland and other coun¬ 
tries. . In many of them you may perceive traces of the old furrows, and there are 
proofs fufficient that they have been cultivated, and might be cafily cultivated again. 
Another part of Bavaria is ftill covered with a luxuriant dark wood, and a third pari 
lies conftantly fallow without neceflity. Upon the whole, it is more than probable, that 
hardly one half of the country is cultivated as it ought to be. 

The country people, or farmers, are divided into four clafies; into whole, half, and 
<juarter farmers, and into tbofe called baujler. The whole farmers plough with eight 
horfes,, and are termed einjiedler ; that is, hermits, becaufe their farra-houfes are at a dif- 
tance from any village. Many of thefe farm-hpufes command a territory of three miles 
in length and breadth, and the owners employTrom twelve to fifteen horfes in their til¬ 
lage (reckoning two horfes to every plough, which in fome places is certainly too much, 
but in others alfo it is too little). Of fuch farmers there may be about forty thoufand. 
A half farmer ploughs with four, and a quarter farmer with two horfes. The bauJlcr 
are day labourers to the reft, and till their bits of property with cattle belonging to 
others. ' 

We are not to infer the extent of every farmer’s pofleffions from the number of his 
ploughs. The beft fields lie fallow four, fix or more years, juft as the eftabliihed cuf- 
tom may be, or the convenience or caprice of the owners may direfl:. As the farmers 
have no idea of meadow land, or o{Jlall food for cattle, they excufe themfelves for this 
flight .kind of hufbandry, by pleading the want of manure.—The worthy friend with 
whom I had fo many difputes about the Bavarian war, defended the praftice of his 
countrymen with great warmth. He contended, that the agriculture could not pof- 
fibly be better than it was, becaufe the internal confumption and the pri«Sl pf grain were 
too low, an inconvenience, fays he, which is remedilefs; for exportation is unpoifible, 
on account of the want of navigable rWers; nor is it poffible that thelntemal confurap- 
tion fhould be well increafed by manufaftures, becaufe the rivers of Bavaria all runiung 
to Auftria, 4 *ydll be impoflible for us to vie with that country, let lis do what we will. 
This furety was mbre fophiftical rea^ning, ufed to difguife the iila^ivity and indolence 
of his countrymen. It would be Mrd indeed if navigable rivers were mdifpenfably ne- 
ceflary for, the increafe of manufaftures. The greateft part of the Swifs manufeftures 
are carri^ on the axle-tree; for what is exported by the Rhine, heirs no compai^on 
with BMUSjricpmmodities which are exported over land to Frankfort, Leipfig, &c.,and 

to 
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to all the north, and to France and Italy. But Bavarii Ihould not yet think of any foreign 
commerce, %s the rules of prudence require that the ininifters Ihould fee what is to be 
faved, before they confider what is to be gained. Whatever is faved is gain, and the 
fccurift gaiflK How^much gold does this country annually fend away for cloth, ftuffs, 
linen, flax, anlS rape-feed, oil, tobacco, leather, and a variety of other articles, the ma¬ 
terials for fiimilhing of which it has within itfelf. 

But boih<s^ourt and people app^r to be {truck blind to their true irftereft. You 
know that for many years pad, there has been a great outcry through Germany, and 
very properly, for population, manufafkures, and induftry. It reached the ears of this 
court, who immediately, as was natural, began to imitate w hat was going forward. 
But without confulting nature for her advice, without inquiring what produdions of 
art woulcl prove of moll general ufe, and ferve the moll to keep the gold in the country, 
it thought only of thofe which would make the greateft fhew^, and Hood high in the liil 
of luxuries. Would you think it ? in this unfpeakable want of many neceflaries, they 
applied themfelves to manufacture porcelain, which could or.ly'^ mana ge d by artificial 
means, of which the mod honourable was a fmall lottery, "^ey eftfblilhed manu- 
faSurcs of.tapedry, rich duffs, and filks. They faved, indeed, by this manoeuvre, the 
money exported to purchafe the prieds robes and ladies gala dreffes, but the citizens 
and peafants were obliged to wear foreign clothes. 

One need only obferve what goes forward here at the cudom-houfe, to be convinced 
that the principles of taxation are not underdood as they fhould be. When Audria 
determined to fettle the cudom-houfe duties according to the rules of prudent policy, 
the officers of finance here faw nothing in it but a mode of increafing the revenue; they 
therefore imitated the Audrian fydem, but did not confider that taxes on the importa¬ 
tion of foreign wares are intended to operate as penalties, the reduClion of which mud 
be as agreeable to a wife government, as the diminution of the revenue of fines levied 
by courts of judice. The Audrian duties are connefted with a great plan. They are 
intended to reduce the import of foreign wares as much as poffible, by increafing inter¬ 
nal indudry j and to leffen the confumption of fuch foreign luxuries as are needlefs, by 
increafing the price of them. But indead of ufing the cudom-houfe books as Audria 
does, as indications of "what manufaflures are to be encouraged, that the money paid 
for them may be kept in the countiy, the financiers of Bavaria confider them as fo 
many fources of pofitiv«f revenue, which are rather to be increafed than leflened. 

I Ihould not have troubled you fo long with thefe particulars of the date-ceconom;^ 
if I had not thought myfelf in fome meafure obliged to {hew you in detail, that here 
they know nothing of the matter. 

LETTER XI. 

Munich, 

A PICTUR |1 of the Bavarian charafter and manners by Hogarth would be ex¬ 
tremely intereding. Great Angularity of charafler is often to be met with in England; 
but what Bavaria offers exceeds any thing to be figien elfewhere. You know I am no 
painter; fo if I endeavour to point out to you the peculiarities of Bavaria in the ab- 
flrafl, my deferiptions' will have none of that life and expreffion which dffinguifh Ho¬ 
garth’s groups, or Shakefpeare’s feenes. Howeve^^ will do my endeavodr. 

To proceed methodically—for you cannot conceiWwhat a method dicks to me ui all 
I do, fince I have breathed the air of Germanf—I ihall anatomize the body of the 
Ovarian, before J proceed to the analyfis of his mind. In general the Bavarian is 
ftout bodied, mufcular, and flelhy. There are, however, fome fiender people among 
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th^m who may pafs for handfome; They are fomething lefs rofy cheeked than the 
. Soabians, a di6Ference probably arifing from their drinking beerinftead of wine, as the 
others do. • 

I’hc charafteriftic of a Bavarian is a very round head, a little peaked chin, a large bel» 
ly, and a pule complexion. Many of them look like caricatures of man. They have 
great fat bellicw, (hort clubbed feet, narrow flioulders, a thick round head, and ftiort 
necks. They are heav7 and aukward in their carriage, and their fmall eyes betray a 
great deal of roguery. The women, in general, are fome of the moft beautiful crea¬ 
tures in the woricl. Tliey are, indeed, fomething grofs, but their Ikin farpafles all the 
carnation ever ufed by painters; the pureft lily white is fottly tinged with purple, as if* 
by the hands of the graces. I faw fomc peafant girls with fuch clear complexions, 
that they appeared quite tranfparent. They are well fliaped, and more lively and 
graceful in their geftures than the men. 

In the capital they drefs in the French ftyle, or at leaf! imagine that they do fo, for 
the men are ftlll too fond of gold and mixed colours. I'he country people drefs with¬ 
out any tafte afall. The chief ornament of the men is a long broad waiftcoat, ftrange- 
ly embroidered, from which their breeches hang very low and loofe, probably to give 
free play to their bellies, which is the chief part of a Bavarian. The women difguife 
themlelves with a fort of Itays in the fliape of a funnel, which cover the bread and 
Ihoulders, fo as to hide the whole neck. This ftiff drefs is covered with filver beads, 
and thickly overlaid with filver chains. In many places the houfewife has a bunch of 
keys and a knife appendant to a girdle, which reach almoft to the ground. 

As to the charafters and manners of the Bavarians, the inhabitants of the capital na¬ 
turally differ very much from the country people. The charadber of the inhabitants of 
Munich is a riddle to me, and would remain fo if I were to ffay here many years. I be¬ 
lieve, indeed, that it may be truly faid, that they have no charadter at all. Their man¬ 
ners are corrupt, as mud be the cafe with forty thoufand men who depend entirely on 
a court, and, for the mod part, go idle at its expence. 

Amongft the great nobles, you meet here, as well as elfewhere, with very well bred 
and polite people ; but the people, taking the word in its full extent, are, in an emi¬ 
nent degree, deditute of any feiife of honour, without education, without any aftivity 
for the date, attachtnent to the country, or generous feeling whatever. The fortunes 
of this place arc from 1500 to 3 or 4,000!. per annum ; buf the pnffeffors know no 
other ufe of their money than to fpend it in fcnfual gratifications. Many good houfes 
have been entirely ruined by play. The fafhionable game at the court was formerly 
called zwid'cn, or pimh ; but fincc Hombefch, the minider of finance, has pinched 
their fabrics fo confoundedly, they call it llomhejch. Many of the court ladies know 
of no other employment than playing with their parrots, their dogs, or their cats. 
One of the principal ladies whom I am acquainted with, keeps a hall full of cats, and 
two or three maids to attend them ; fhe converfes half the ddy long with them, often 
ferves them herfelf with coffee and fugar, and dreffes them according to her fancy dif¬ 
ferently every day. 

The fmall nobles and fervants of the court, have a pitiable paflion for titles. Before 
the prefent eleftor came, here;' the place fwarmed with excellencies, honourable, and 
right honourable. As tiiis was noj the cudom at Manheim, an order was made to af- 
certajn the different ranks of noblMe. All thole whom it deprived of excellency, ho¬ 
nourable, &c. and particftlarly (would yon think it ?) the wonum, were funk in defpair; 
and for the firft time co;n]plaints were made of tyranny, of which none before feehicd 
-to have any conception. 
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The vemamder of the inhabitants are immcrl%d in the moll fcandalous debauch. 
Every night the ftreets re-echo with the noife of drunkards iffuing from the numerous 
taverns, where they have been revelling and dancing. Whoever is at all noble here 
Tnuft‘‘keep its miftrefs; the reft indulge in promifeuous love. In this refpea things 
nre not niuch’bettcr in the country. 

Bavaria, indeed, well deferves the charadlcr given it by an officer of Gafeony, of 
being the gfeateft brothel in the world. 

The country people are extrcinelf dirty. A few miles diftant from the capital, one 
would "hardly take the hovels of tiie peai'nnts for the habitations of men. Many of 
them have large puddles before the doors oi their houlos, and are obliged to ftep over 
planks into them. The thatched roofs of the amntry people, in many parts of France, 
have a much better appearance, than the ntii'. rable huts of the Bavarian peafa-nts; the 
roofs of which are covered with /lone;;, in or:!er the.t the flates may not be carried away 
by the wind. Mean as this looLs, ciieap I'.i-i's arc in the country, and often as half 
the roofs are torn away by ftnuJg vviuds, ) ct cannot the rich fanner be perfuaded to 
nail his Ihingles properly together, la fhori, from the court to the sfmallefl: cottage, 
indolence is the molt predominant part of the charaftcr of tlic Bavarian. 

This great indolence is contrafted, in an extraordinary manner, with a ftill higher 
degree of bigotry.— I haiipcned to ftroll into a dark, black country beer-houfe, fi^pd 
with clouds of tobacco, and on entering was almoft ftunned with the noife of the 
drinkers. By de-p-ees, how'ever, my eyes penetrated through the thick vapours, when 
I difeovered the prieft of the place in the middle of fifteen or twenty drunken fellows. 
Ilis black coat was juft as much bedaubed as the frocks of his flock, and like the reft of 
them, he had cards in his left hand, which he ftruck fo forcibly on the dirty table, that 
the whole chamber trembled. At firft, I was ffiocked at the violent abufe they gave 
each other, and tiinught they were quarrelling; but foon found that all the blackguard 
appellations which fliockcd me were only modes of friendly falutation among them. 
Every one of them had now drank his fix or eight pots of beer, and they defired the 
landlord to give each a dram of brandy, by way, they faid, of locking the ftomach. 
But now their gootl humour departed, and I prefently law, in all their looks and gef- 
tures, tlie moft ferious preparation for a fray. 'J’his at length broke out. At firft the 
priell took vain pains to fupprefs it. He fwore and roared at laft as raucii as the reft. 
Now one feized a pot and threw it at his adverfary’s head, another clenched his fift,, 
a third pulled the legs from a (tool to knock his enemy on the head. Every thing, in 
fh >rr, feemed to fpeak blood and death; when, on the ringing of the bell lor evening 

prayer, ‘ Ave Maria, ye-!’ cried the prieft, and down dropped their arms, they 

pulled off their bonnets, folded their hands, and repeated tluir Ave Marias. It put me 
in mind of ! he adventure in Don Ouixote, where peace is fuddenly reftored in the great 
fray, on account of the helmet of Mambrino, and the afs’s collar, by the recoliedtion of 
what paffed.in the Agramantine camp. As foon, however, as prayers were over, they 
were all feized again with their former fury, which was the more violent from the mo¬ 
mentary interruption it had mot with. Pols ^«id glaffi.s.began to fly. I obferved the 
curate creep under the table for I'ecurity, aiiJ I withdrew into the iaiidlord’s bed¬ 
chamber. . 

The fame fccnes occur in the inland towns among the citizens^ officers, clergymen, 
and ftudents. They all faUite rach other with sllnfive l.mguage; all vie in hard drink¬ 
ing; and clofe to every cluirch, which areTcarce lei's t!iau 2 >,70:;, there is fegularly 
^ beer-houfe and a brothel. A Ihuleut at the imivoriiiy of Ingoliiftadt muft carry a 
thick cudgel, and wear ;. neat cut hat; ho mull: be able to drink from eight to ten 

- quart.s 
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qaaets of beer at a fitting, and be always ready to fight* right or wrong, with the offi¬ 
cers of the garrifon that is chartered there. You may fuppofe that this does not tend 
to raife the rtputation of the univerfity, which is, indeed, but thinly vifited, though the 
profcfloris are able men, and do their duty, although a proclamation came outfome years, 
liace to forbid any Bavarian from ftudying out of the country. 

No pen can dcfcribe the ridiculous mixtures of debauchery and devotion which every 
day happen. 'J’he moft notorious is that which took place in the church of St. Mary, 
Oeftingen, a few years fince. When a prieft aftu^lly deflowered a girl whom he had 
long purfupd, and could only make a prizie of there before the altar of the Virgin. 

The country people join to their indolence and devotion a*tertain ferocity of temper,, 
which often gives rife to bloody I'cenes. When they mean to praife a church holiday, 
or fame public fellival which has lately been kept, they fay,--fuch a one was a 
charming affair; there were fix or eight people killed or made cripples at it. If no¬ 
thing of this kind has been clone, it is called a mere nothing, a fiddle-faddle bufinefs. 
In the laft century, and the beginning of this, the Bavarian troops maintained the firft 
reputation among- the German forces. At the battle of Hockfledt, they kept their 
ground and imagined themfelves vigors, till the eletfor who led them was informed 
that the French had given way in the other wing. Under Tilly and Mercy they likc- 
wi^ did wonders; but fince the time of thefe generals, military difeipline has fo far re¬ 
laxed atnongfl them, that they are no longer foldicrs. Indeed no people can Ihew more 
abhorrence to every thing which is called difeipline and order, than the Bavarians do. 
They might, however, ftrll be ufeful as free-booters, whofe robberies and all irregula¬ 
rities are more pardonable than thofe of regular troops. There are bands of robber.s 
about, which are one thoufand men ftrong, and would undoubtedly make good ra- 
vaging parties in time of war. There have been inftances of their fighting againfl: the 
military, under bold leaders, to the very laft man. But the pooreft peafant confiders 
it as a hardfliip to be drafted into the regular trobps of his prince. 

The inhabitants of the capital, on the other Iiand, are the inofl weak, timid, and 
fubfervient people in the world. They have no quicknefs of parts at all, and you will 
feek in vain in the town for that liberty, which fometime.s indeed degenerates into coarfe- 
nefs of manners, but is ftill the moft agreeable trait in the charadfer of the country 
people. Under the laft government, while the people of Munich were crouching under 
, a defpotic miniftef, and only ventured to murmur in fecret, the country people difeo- 
vered their difeontent with a freedom which threatened dangerous confequences. At 
the‘‘lame time, an unbounded and incxpreffible love for their prince prevaiK^d on them 
to pull down the inclofures of their fields at the command of the mafter of the hounds, 
in order that the game might pafture there. They fpake with raptures of the amiable 
qualities of thdr lord ; indeed they did not pafs over his faults, but tried to excufe him 
for them, and loaded his fervants, without referve, with their heavieft curfes, and thus 
gave every ftranger a juft idea of the court, while the inhabitams bf the town, in' the 
dedicatory addreffes of books and poems, extolled the tyrants of the land to heaven. 
The country people judge as impartially of the prefent government. I (hould not, 
however, haye obtained any account of the prince or his fervants, if I had not got ac¬ 
quainted with fome foreign artifts belonging to the court, who were more interefted in 
the ftate of them Imth than the natives, who are infatuated with their beer pots. Every 
Ihoe-black in Paris knows all the grM people of the cotirt, pries into their private life 
-as well ks their politics, and condemns or approves at diicretion; but here you meet 
with many court-counfbllors and fecretaries, who know nothing of the g]reat people ex¬ 
cept their names. To conclude, the unadulterated Bavarian peafant is gruff, fet, dirty. 
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lazy, drunken, and undifciplined; but he is brave, aconomical, patriotic, and fudh a 
ilave to his word, that when it has once been given it is nev|:r broke. As to his hatred 
of Tegular difcipHne, it is partly owing to the difcouragement thrown upon the military 
way of lite'^by the clergy, and’partly to there being no provifion for difabled foldiers. 
S<’nit'thing too arifos from the prince’s not being military ; for in the year 1778, when 
_ the imperial troops were recruiting at Straubingen, and carried about with them a pifture 
of the emperor in his uniform, many of the natives immediately enlifted on hearing that 
the emperor was a foldier. „ 

^ LrrrKR xii. 

Mmicf:, 

YOU are extremely right in thinking that this court would be of great conlequence, 
if it knew bow to make ufe of its powers. Ir is able to meafure fvvords with the king 
of’Uemnark, and Sweden is not much fup riorto it in force; for if we take from the 
fura total of the fubjects of this northern potentate’s power, the Lapljindeis, and the 
reft of its alinoft entirely uuferviceable people, what remains will fcarcc exceed the po¬ 
pulation of this territory. Bavaria has one millio#^e hundred and eighty thoufnnd ; 
the Palatinate on the Rhine two hundred and Ihoufand; and the iuketioins of 

Julich and Berg about two hundred and fixty thouftM men. The total number, tltere- 
fore, of the fubje6ts of this court, amounts to about one million feven hundred and 
twenty thoufand. I know that in fome ftate papers they are reckoned at little more than 
one million four hundred thoufand, but certainly the fubjefts who live in Weftphaliaare 
not included in this calculation. 

There is likewife a great difference about the income of the court. The very induf- 
trious, and in general the very accurate, Mr. Bufehing tells us, in the laft edition of 
his excellent work, that he is informed from good authority, that the income of Ba¬ 
varia amounts to eight millions of Rheitifti florins, or 8oo,oool. and this agrees with' 
the calculation commonly made here. I told you, however, in my laft, that very few 
people here are acquainted with the ftate of the court, and that they are induced, by u 
ridiculous vanity, to make more of things than they are. Some, who ought to have 
been in the fecret, would have perfuaded me, that the court had fi om twelve to fixteen 
hundred thoufand pounds yearly income. I law it was impoflible to get at the truth, 
otherwife than by inquiring particularly at the proper olfices into the ftate of finances; 
at laft, after long fearch, I made out, with tolerable certainly, that the aggregate incoQie 
from the taxes, ciiftoms, excife, forefts, mines, &c. hardly amounted to 500,000!. 
In this eftimate, one of the nioft confiderable articles, the trade with the Saltzburg and' 
Riechenhaller fait, is not included. This is reckoned by foineat two millions^ but it is 
mtift highly probable that it does not produce more than one. We may thereforemoft 
fafely ftate the irfeome of Bavaria at fix millions.of florins, or 6oo,oool.* The revenue 
of the Palatinate on the Rhine amounts io about 1,700,000 guilders, or 170,000!.; and 
that of the countries in the circle of Weftphalia to about 1,500,000, or 150,000!.; fa 
that on the wholes this court may have a revenue of nine millions of florins, or about 
900,0001. You perceive by this ftatement, that the income from the loads on the 
Rhine amounts to fomething more than the half of the revenues of Bavaria, aotwith-. 
ftanding that it does not contain one half as inhabitants as Bavaria ; but this 
difference, as well as that which the profitable Bavarian fait occafiorts, is overbalanced 
by the better employmoit of the abovementioned lands, by more diligent hulbandry, 
by greater taxes« by more lively trade, and by more profitable duties of all kinds. 

If Bavaria were as well peopled and cultivated in proportion to its extent as the coun¬ 
tries 
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tries on the Rhine conneflied with it are, it would yield three or four millions of florins 
more. I have told you already, that it contains a fpace of feven hundred and twenty- 
nine fquare miles. The Palatinate and the dukedoms of Julich and Berg, all together, 
hardly contain two hundred and forty I'quare miles; but this fpace, which is not a third 
as large as Bavaria, has half as many inhabitants in it, and yields more than half as 
much revenue. 

This difference arifes, in a great meafure, from the great attention paid to monks in 
this country; an attention which muff; neceflarily prevent any increafe of population, 
any excefs of knowledge, any induftry, or a*inorc improved cultivation to the country. 
There are two hundred cloifters in this country, and at leaft five thoufand monks. 
Many of thefe cloifters have incomes of 3000I. or 4000I. a year; that of Niederal- 
teich has not Icfs than io,oool. per annum. Without exaggerating, one may rate 
the revenue of the cloifters, and other religious foundations of this country, at about 
two millions of florins, or 200,000!., which is a third part of the whole income of 
the country. The damage which the monks do the country is moft notorious, l ifts 
appears with regard to the fanners called hermits, whole children they are very afiidu- 
ous to make monks of, becaufe they receive with every one of them, one, two, three, 
or more thoufand florins. 'J'he confequence to the country is, that by this diuftnutinn 
of the laborious part of the community, the property remains in too lew hands, and the 
country is never above half cultivated. The country alfo lol'es fomething by the fons 
of the other farmers who arc bred in convents ; for the education given them unfits 
them for every profeflion, but thofc of idle authors or comedians.—'J'he pi-openfity to 
idle life, to fcaliing, and beggary, which reigns over all Bavaria, is countenanced and 
fantVioncd by the example of the fit priclts. The people envy them ftroiigly their 
blefled idlenefs. The jugglery, the brotherhoods, church feafts, and corner dlcvotioiis 
of thefe holy quacks, employ the attention of the multitude lo much, tliat they I'pcnd 
the third part of their time amongft them.—Intereft prompts them to keep the people 
ill a Hate of ftupidity, and therefore they are conftantly in the held ready to op|)ol'e, with 
almoft inconceivable fury, every thing which tends to improve and enlighten the un- 
derftandir.g. 'I'hey alone arc to be thanked for the Ihocking wiidnefs of manners which 
appears in Bav.ii ia. 'I’heir cowls contain the eft'ence of chriftianity and all mor.dity. 
They preach nothing but maiTes, which arc very profitable to them, the rufary, the Ica- 
pulaire and ridiculous mortification to the body, by which means many a blockhead 
has got the name of a faint. The deceived countryman believes, that confellion and a 
■mals, which colls fifteen ponce, will wipe away the foulelt fins, and confiders the telling 
his beads as his moft elfeutial duty The fccular pricils are as few in number as the 
monks are many, 'riiclb ought naturally to form the maimers of the country; but 
they afe field in much lefs ven 'ration than the others, becaufe their drclis and appear¬ 
ance is not fo extraorjinary. Jn Bavaria, however, they do not deferve more rel'pect 
than the monks ; for the greater part of them difter from the peafanfs only by wearing 
black, having a more expenfive table, and a handfomer and better drefled houfe-keeper. 
In other things they are equally lazy, untutored, and ignorant.— Their parifhes are four 
miles in compafs, and produce from four to 600I. per annum. What an advantage it 
would be to the country, if thefe livings were to be divided into five or fix fmaller ones, 
and filled wlih a better race of lioly fhepherds! At the fame time, the monks fliould 
be prohibited from iuterpofing in the care of fouls, or what would be ratlicr more ad- 
vantag‘^#:wi/i4 .tliopgh not to be expedled under this government, they fliould be extirpated 
altogetirtU. 


If 
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If the eftates of the convents, which formerly belonged to the eleftors, and were 
given away in melancholy moments, were to be re-affumed,,,and if all foreigners with, 
out exception were allowed a free exercife of their religion, their national debts would 
be very foon difeharged, and the country immediately put on quite a dilFerent appear¬ 
ance. But Charles Theodore is fo far from being capable of fuch exertions, and is fo 
little acquainted with his own intereft, and with that of his country, as to be founding 
a new convent in the Palatinate on the Rhine, and making a prefent of tlic wealth of 
the ex^jefuits (another fort of monks) to the knights of Malta. What fliall we lay of 
the private man who is loaded with debts, and yet makes religious foundations ? But 
here no reafoning will apply. 

The overbearing greatnefs of many Bavarian farmers gave rife to fome confidera- 
tions in my mind, which deferve to be farther noticed. I divide the country people 
into three clafles ift. Into^thofe whofe properties are too fraall to live by, and who 
muft ferve others to obtain their full maintenance, adly. Into fuch as can depend on 
means fufficient from their own property. And 3dly, Into thofe who poffefs more 
than is neceflary for the convenient fupport of a family, and who are called, more or 
lefs, rich farmers. At firft fight it appears fair enough, that the land-tax fliould be- 
equal for all, and that all Ihould pay in proportion to the ground they hold ; but it is 
not fo; on the contrary it is u great political error to make the peafanr, who has not 
half fufficient to maintain his family, pay as much in proportion as he wiio has a full cotft- 
potency; for firft, it is a political axiom, that three or four middling citizens are more va¬ 
luable to a ftate than one rich one, although his capital may much exceed that of the others; 
and fecondly, though an entirely equal partition of pofleflions and gold in a fttitc, were 
it poliible, would indeed be maffiiefs; Hill, under the conviction it is impoffible every 
prudent ruler will conduft his adminiftration as if it were not fo. The molt uniuippy 
countries are thofe in which the greateft riches and the greateft poverty are to be met 
w'iih at the fame time. Such a ftate cannot fubfift long : one part of the inhabitants 
muft be defpots, the other Haves. In the fermentation incidental to, fuch a country, 
perfons really free arc either thrown out or deftroyed.—-One over-rich fanner gradually 
fwallows up all the poor in his circuit. He lends money on the ground of the poor, 
I'eizes the occafion of a barren year to purchafe cheap a little property of his neighbour, 
and when he is not reltrained by feelings of honour, has innumerable artifices to get 
poffeflion of any piece of ground which lies convenient for him. I faw with aftoifi!]’.- 
ment, in fome republican Hates, how fome rich farmers had found means to difpoftefs 
a whole community, and become the tyrants of the neighbourhood. In monarchies 
the evil is not fo great; but, however, it is always fufficiently fo to require to be op- 
pofed with every nerve. 

Let us now compare the advantages which a rich farmer can draw from his lands, 
with the advantages relulting to a middling, or a poor one. Ihe poo*r man mull fell 
his produce as quickly as poflible, and generally at a low price, becaufe his creditors 
are urgent. The middling one cannot keep the price up long, becaufe he is in dan¬ 
ger of being obliged to borrow money, and qf lofing by the intereft as much as he 
could gain by laying by. But the rich one can fpeculate, and feldoni bargains at the 
low price at which the others are obliged to fell the earnings of their fweat and toil. 
He buys grain from the low people round about, or he has previoufly advanced them 
the price of their crops; they muft therefore let him have it at his own price, apd then 
he raifes the price of grain in the market. By inundations, or hail ftorms, the fmall 
farmer has often not leed enough for the enfuing year. The piece of ground in courfe 

lies 
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lies wade; and when the rich man pOlfeffes it, he cultivaligs it witli double and treble 
profit, and becomes, at the expence of the poor and theftatfe, richer richer, till at 
lad, often to the great injuiy of population, a dozen fimll farms are fwallowed up by 4 »iin j 
the young gentleman, his fon, who is meanwhile ^ftudy, will not any longer con¬ 
tinue in the country, but fixes himfeU'in town, lets bis lands, and adds another in- 
fignificant idler to the date. ^ 

Ought not, then, the rich farmer tq contribute fomething more to the ftate, in return 
for thofe advantages which he derives from having his property fo i^ch better circum- 
danced than that of his neighbours ? 

I conceive it, therefore, highly juft that, in the impofition of taxes. Tome refpe^: fliould 
be paid to the different kind and condition of farmers. The poor one ftiould not pay 
fo much in proportion for a piece of ground as the middling one, nor the latter fo much 
as the rich one. On the contraiyj.the ftate fhould endeavour to relieve the poor one 
till he became as thriving as the middling one, and to prevent the laft from aggrandi¬ 
zing himfelf to tlie injury of population. I would alfo in my republic, which, like un¬ 
formed chaos, is yet floating in infinity of fpace, fix fome middle point, and in the lay¬ 
ing of taxes, make the tax to correfpond with the degree in which theinfcomeof a fingle 
farmer falls fliort of or exceeds this point. For example:—In my republic a thriving 
farmer fhould be one who poffefl'ed land to the amount of fix thoufand florins of pro¬ 
perty. Thus every one who had under four thoufand florins of capital, fhould pay one per 
cent; he who varied between four or five to fix thoufand dollars, two per cent; he who 
poffeffed more, three per cent.; and whoever poffeffed the double of fo much, fhould 
pay four per cent, for all that was above the middle point. Thus, in purchafing a piece 
of ground, the poor would have a juft advantage over a middling farmer, and the mid* 
dling one over the rich. It is true, my officers would have occafion for more arirhme- 
tic, and it would be necefl'ary to run a little more up and down; —but leave me to 
take care of that, when I have once got myvftate upon a fure ground and eftablifti- 
ment. 

To return now to our • Bavaria, you can very eafily and clearly imagine to yourfelf 
how far it is from being what it might be made. If the debts were paid off, the num¬ 
ber of fubjefts and quantity of income would enable the eleftor to keep a ftanding army 
of forty or fifty or fifty thoufand men ; and could, as things now are, if thefe parts 
of his poffeffions were as well cultivated as the country on the Rhine, increafe them to 
fixty thoufand, and command high refpefl: froni..his mightieft neighbours. When his 
fucceffor comes to the government, the refources will Hill be granted by the acceffion 
of the dutchy of Deux-Points, andpoffibly alfo the ftate oeconomy will be better. 

LETTER XIIL 

Sahzhurg. 

THE way from Munich here is very dull. It lies through a vaft plain, only here and 
there broken by gentle elevations. Thp many dark woods, the miferable and thin fcat- 
tered peafantry, the want of towns, and the continual dread of robbers, make one haften 

* The many projefts which the author has formed for Bavaria, gave him a right to call the one made by 
him hit Bavaria. In the year 17.J.0 an Aullrian general made frequent ufe of the expreffion," Notre Baviere. 
A French «)fllccr, who was treating with him for an exchange of prifoners, heard him a long time, and 
at laft faid, “ Moii/tcur, nous avotu vne chanfon dont le refrein tjl t ^uand j’ai bieu bu, lout la tern eft a 
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oat of Bavatfa as quickly as poffible. For femiteen long German miles there is no 
place of note^bjijt the dark Wafferburg, ^which Hands on one of the barren fand-hills, 
thrtfagh-wWch the river Inn winds. ' . ^ ' 

When you come to the frontii^ of Saltzburg things mend. The pro^edls are more 
varied, the habitations of the peafants appear neater, and the cultivation of the country 
improves. A^jout half a mile from this town there is one of the prettied; profpedts 1 
have ever met with. Conceive tp yourfelf a vaft t^hitheatre; the back ground of 
the picture is occupied by high rocks lifting up thei^ljPads to heaven. Some of them, 
which are raUier On the nde, are in the fhape of pyi1t|^s. Thefc vaft niafles terminate 
by degrees in wooded mountains to the back, and M beautiful and cultivated bills to the 
fide of the profpefl:. Precifely in the midft of tms feene Hands the town, 'fhich is 
commanded by the caHle Handing on a high rock. The river Saitz gives the mixed land- 
fcapes Hill more life. Here and there it fpreads itfelf our, and its banks in many places 
are fliaded- with deep hanging woods. 

The country about this town forms a Hi Iking contra H with the barren, defolate wilds 
of Munich. It is indeed very Hriking, and exhibits a matchlefs and admirable union of 
nature and art. The flream divides itfelf into two unequal parts. To the weHward, 
where the greatefl part of the town lies, there rifes on the wide plain a high, round, fleep 
and hard rock, which has the caflle as a crown on itv The river winds along by the 
foot of this rock, and at a fmall diflance from it, there rifes a mountain of foft Hone di- 
reflily perpendicular on both Tides, and about one hundred feet high. Upon this natural 
w’all, which is much higher than the higheH houle of the town, there grows a thick 
wood, in the midlt of which are feveral plantations. Through the part of the wall 
where it is only fixty feet broad, they have cut a handfome paffiige. On the other fide 
of the river, there is the moil romantic rock ever feen. It is a kind of naked w'all, 
which Hretches along the plain from the river for three miles, and is five hundred feet 
high. I cannot better deferibe the peculiarity of this fituation to you, than by bidding 
you conceive the town as the centre of a femi-circle of hills, the two parts of the river as 
icmi-diameters, and this wall as a radius of the circle. 

The town illclt is very handfome—the houles are high,"and built all of Hone. The 
roofs of the houfes are in the Italian taHe, and you may walk out upon them. TJie ca¬ 
thedral is the handfouieft building I have feen fince I left Paris. It is built of freeHone, 
and is an imitation of St. Peter’s at Rome. The portico is ot marble, and the whole is 
covered with copper. Before the Dprtico there is a large quadrangular place, with 
arches and galleries, in which is the Prince’s refidence, and the abbey of St. Peter. * In 
the middle of this place there is a Hatue of the Virgin in Bronze; it is fine, but of an 
unnatural fizc. There arc large areas, oncoinpaflcd with handfome buildings, on both 
fides of the church. In the middle of that which is to the left, there is the moH mag¬ 
nificent fountain of marble I ever faw, and feme valuable figures of gigantic fize. There 
is likewife a fountain in that to the right, but it is not to be comparctl with the former 
one, and ihe Neptune of it makes but a very pitiful figure. This town contains many 
more excellent buildings and Hatutes, which rqpiind you that the borders of Italy are 
not far diftant. • 

As far as I know of the inhabitants, they appear very focial, open, and lively, and 
uncommonly attached to Hrangers. Until I ihall get better acquainted with tljem, I 
muft give you an account of fomeexcurfions I made into feveral parts of Bavaria, in my 
way from Munich. . ^ 

Freyfingen, an ppifcopal refidence, though not ill built, is on the whole a miferable 
little place. Ifconfills folely of monks, flrmnpcts, a few melancholy Hudents, and poor 
,V0J.. VI. c mechanics. 
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roechjtflics. The prince’s caftle is pleafiintly fituated upon the fJde of a ttphuntijn, 
whick it commands a delightful profpect over great part of Bavaria, and^iiJie tpoimfwQjk 
of "lyrol and Saltzburg. |!The bifiiop’s poireflions He'fcattered througn pavariayjaivd 
Auftria. * His income may perhi?fs amount to 3p,oofilK^rins, 0^3000!,. a year!, and he 
keeps his lordliigh ftevvard, his maftcr of the hounds, llis counfellprs, his body guards, 
his mufic, and his cook and butler, which two lalt have undoubtedly the moft to do. 

Fi-oin Freyfingen I travelled pn to Ratilbon, a dark, melancholy, "and very largo 
town, which you know is the feijt of the diet, and contains about twgnty-two thoufand 
inhabitants. I really do not kndw^what to fay to you about it, expj^t that the bridge 
over the Danube is a very heavy one, which was built by the Devil, arid that I met with 
very g<!)t)d quarters at the Wliite Lamb, the mafter of which is the civileil and moft ac¬ 
commodating landlord that I hate yet found in Germany. One would imagine the 
number of envoys from the diftcrent princes of the empire who are conftantly refideut 
here, would give life to the place; but you cannot think how dead every thing is. If 
it were not for the prince of Thurn and Taxis, the Emperor’s principal commiffary, and 
poft-maftcr-general of the empire, you w'ould not believe the town to be the feat of the 
diet. But this gentleman, whofe income is about four hundred thoufand florins, or 
4o,ocol. per annum, gives operas, comedies, wild-beaft bailings, balls, and fire-works. 
He is indeed a very worthy perfon, and does honour to his place by his greatnels of 
mind and noble way of thinking. This gentleman may be faid to do the honours of the 
diet in the ftrifteft fenfe of the word; for the reft of the Arabafladors are forced to live 
very ccconomically, on account of the fmallnefs of their incomes. Many of them go 
about in hackney-coaches. As every thing that is for their ufe conies into the city duty , 
f^ee, the people of the place make heavy complaints of their fervants for carrying on 
a large contraband trade. Indeed they conceive that what they lofe by this, is inorp 
than an equivalent for what they gain by the diet in other refpefts. 1 he fad is, that 
the Ambaffadors from the greateft powers, who have large incomes, and feem to be paid 
for holding great ftaie, hold none; and as the other minifters regulate themfelves by 
their example, one may be fevcral weeks in town without being fenfible that;<he diet is 
aflemblcd. Our Ambaflador is one of the foreigners who is moft eminently diftinguiflied 
for his knowledge. Both he and the fecretary to the embafly, Mr. Heriffant, the Ion 
of a bookfeller at Paris, are particularly well acquainted with German politics, and alfo 
with German literature. 

The bufinefs of the diet is very tedious. This is owing to the prevalence of party on 
all'great occafions, and the jealoufy which the freat powers entertain of each other; 
for the forms according to which bufinefs is done, are in thehifelves very fimple. The 
diet confifts of three colleges, to wit, the eledorate, that of the prince’s, and that of the 
college of the ftates. The two firft are called the higher colleges, though they have no 
eflcntial pre-emmence over the other in the common bufinefs of the diet. All thefe 
colleges afiemble in a hall, to receive the Emperor’s propofitiqns; thence they retire 
into three feparate chamber’s, where the votes of each other are colleded, in a manner 
well calculated for the purpofe. The majority decides in each chamber as td the rules 
of that chamber, and fo does the majofity of the three colleges as to the determination 
of the whole. When the three colleges are unanimous, it is called a conclufion of the 
diet; and is laid before the Emperor, or his principal commiflary, as a judgment of the 
diet. "When one college diflers from the two othere, its conclufions are tranfmitted to 
the Emperor. The relblutions agreed on are immediately executed, and at the conclu- 
iion of diet, are entered among the decrees of the empire. 


The 
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The efeftoftl college, befides^he advantage ^ naturally derives from the fmall num- 
ef vcrtewin it, whofe dtecifions are ftill of as much weight as tbofe of the other two, 
has* great addiWal mfluence from the circumftancfe of ti|^ five fecular members of it 
having near twenty votes in the tioUege of princes. Since the death of the laft elector 
of Bavaria, it confifts but of eig'ftt voices-, the elcftor ahd Archbilhop of Mentz is the 
prefident. It is not yet fettled who is to have the dccifive voice in cafe of an equality} 
but as this is an event to be pxpe£tcd,dt is thought that there will foon be a ninth ele£tor 
chofen from the boufe of Wirtcm*borg or Ileffe-Caflel. The only . bftaclc is the jea- 
loufy of fome of ihe eleftoral houfes, left the Emperor fliould propofo one of his own 
dependants. 

In the college of princes there are in all one hundred votes, of which thirty-three are 
ccclefiaftical, fixty-one fecular, and fix colleflive. TRefe laft confift of the two benches 
of prelates and abbelTes, namely, the Suabian and Rhenilh, and of the four colleges of 
the counts of the empire, namely, the Wetteravian, Suabian, Weftphalian and Fran* 
conian. Each college of counts, and each bench of prelates, has one vote. There are 
twenty members on the bench of Suabian prelates, and nineteen on that of the Rheniili 
ones. The Wetteravian college of counts has ten members, the Suabian twenty, the 
Franconian fixteen, and the Weftphalian thirty-four. There are many counts of the 
empire who are not included in this number, becaufe though they have been raifed to 
the dignity of count, they have not yet taken their feat at the diet. Other feats are 
vacant, becaufe the lands they are attached to have fallen into greater houfes, the mafters 
of which confider the privilege of voting as counts, as flender and inconfiderable. The 
college of princes has this privilege peculiar to it, that one houfe can have many votes j 
thus the prefent Elector Palatine has feven votes, and his fucceflbr, the Duke of Deux- 
Ponts, will have eight; the King of Pruffia has five, and after the death of the prefehe 
Prince of Anfpach and Bareith, will have feven; the Eledor of Brunfwick has five. 
This arifes from the rank of principality in the empire being vefted in the property, not 
in the perfon; fo one perfon may poflefs feveral properties, each of which feparately 
claims his title of principality. Auftria and Saltzburg take it by turns to preltde over 
this college, the one one day, and the other the next. The Archbilhop of Befancon 
and the King of Sardinia, as Duke of Savoy, have for a long time left off fending muiil^ 
ters to the diet, fo the college of princes confifts now only of ninety-eight votes. The 
college of the ftates confifts of fifty-one, and is divided into two, namely, the Suabian 
and Rhenilh. On the firft there are thirty-feven, and on the other fourteen feats. The 
Hate in which the diet is held has the diredion. 

The imperial court has a great influence in all the three colleges. The three eccleli, 
aftical elettors have been almoft conflantly creatures of the Emperor, Virho fpares neither 
gold, threats, nor promifes, to infpire the canons of Mentz, Treves, and Cologne, in 
the choice of a new archbilhop. Formerly our court ufed the fame methods of acquir¬ 
ing influence in the enjpire; but that channel is now flopped up for eVer, by the vigi- 
lance anej, activity of the court of Vienna. The Emperor [has the fame weight in the 
princes' college. Almoft all the ecclefiaftical princes are his true fons. The chapter 
■of Luttoch is the only one, in modern times, s^hich has dared to withftand the Empe¬ 
ror’s influence in the elcdion of the fovereign. Bolides thefe means of gaining influ¬ 
ence, it has alwfays been the maxim of the imperial court to raife the members of the 
hereditary dominion, who poffeffed the fmalleft fief in the empire, to the dignity of 
princes, in order to infure them a feat and a vote in the_diet. It is thus that the houfes 
of Lobkowits, Dieteichftein, Schwarzenberg, Lichtenftein, Auerlberg, and Thum, have 
been introduedU into the college, in fpite of the proteftations of all the old princes, 

® * merely 
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4 nicseI|,to ftrdlgtheo thaiftfluenw of the houTe of Auftria. Tlifli OSkes « 5 Ellfi|NS|wg 
..|it|rMengft'%ke oldet pHncc^} but as 1)y fir thp greateft part ofAheif polfe^ns HO^n 
.tlM^^reditary lands of Au^a, ihey are almoftidtally dependant on the court 
• Many othess of the old homes,'Jaft account of the fituatton of theif properties auffldbere 
to the KtnpeHr, who from onecaufe or other, nfey be fuppoTed to be fecureof half tbe^ 
votes to carry whatever he has a mind Ihould be carried. -. In the college ^ towns he 
rules alraoft without controlfqr asj|jefe are almoft all cticompaffcd by radft powerful 
princes,* they require the particular proteSion of the court of Vienr^ to prevent their 
being totally cruflied. » 

I'owerful as the Emperor’s influence may be under fuch circumftances, ftill the dates 
find means‘to counteraft the dream, and interrupt its force. Mably has judly obferved, 
in his remarks on the hidoryof ^Vance, that if you confider the empire as compofed of 
independent dates, who have leagued with each other for mutual defence, one could not 
devilc wifer regulations than they have Indituted to fecure their liberty from internal 
ufurpers. The definition of the conditution of the empire, “ It is a confufion preferv- 
ed by God’s omnipotence,*” is a jud one as long as the empire is erroneoufly confi- 
dered as a fingle felf-fubfiding date; but if you view it, thit is, as an alTembly of many 
free dates, who have knit then||flve8 together by a certain political fydem, one dialldif- 
cover in place of confufion, a great deal of order; and indcad of unmeaning connexion, 
a great deal of prudence and foredght. The dam which I have mentioned to you, is 
that bw which provides, that the majority in the imperial colleges diould not be deci- 
five, either in religion or thofe mailers in which the dates could not be confidered as 
one body, or where the catholics were of one, and the protedants of another opinion.” 
In thefe cafes the colleges divide into parties, and however fmall in number one parly 
may be, its decree is held equal toithe other more numerous one. Religion alone gave 
rife to this law; but in latter times the genius of politics has made good ufe of it, and 
all the catholics who are ncceffarily dependant on the Emperor’s court, have found it of 
fervice for a fmaller number of protedants to be able to oppbfe the Emperor. Since the 
power of the King of Pruflia has got fo adonifhingly high, he is at the head of the pro- 
tedant party, although Saxony has the apparent government of it, and he protods often 
very vehemently againd things in which religion is not in the lead concerned. 

From Munich 1 went to Infpruck, and from thence into the Tyrol. I will referve 
what 1 have to fay on that fubje& till its proper place, which will be when 1 come to the 
Audriw territories; befides this letter is already of the proper length. 


LETTER XIV. 

Saltzhurg. 

IT was with great pleafure that I wandered over this romantic country, and at one 
time danding on fome immenfe peak I viewed' under me the clouds, towered on clouds, 
boundlcfs plains, innumerable lakes, livers, and brooks, vallics of tremendqi^s depth, 
and the bare fummits of huge granate rocks, with the fenfations which are peculiar to mch 
heavenly reg^q®^. Sometimes I take m^bode in the deep hanging brow of a mountain, 
in a IhepherdeS’s hut, who dwells the whole dimmer through with her flocks in this 
fiibterredrial region, and is vifited only by her lover, who clambers up two or throe 
miles of the mountains to her, fome wild-goat hunter, or by chance fome drayed knight 
likcmyfelf} there I Uvd a day like an ancient patriarch on milk and cheefe, count the 
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ifce^vmlng aflembles rouiif the hut, at, the' found of I lod which 

the moment‘I can thi^ are ray own, fleep upon a heap of hay f|jr more aranqo^in 
y^4>porayour hypochondriac down be4, and then enjoy tlm beauties ofthe^in^W*' 
withawroryand delight, v^hich.j^ operas, comedies, Is, nnd all the ufual fiijl^ces of 
I entertainment, you muft Idokforinvsdn. Sometimes I'yifit a lake, in bofom of a 
high mounl^n, which charms my fight ftill'raore, if at break of day I find it mantled 
over with afeift. Then with greater pleafare, I jfurvey the rifing fun drive, and (tifpei-fe 
the mill into the valley, and the gilded mountahi'lops emerging high above it, now the 
wind by degrees ^ifeovers the lake like a nurrour, and the mill, like a night fpeSre, 
c reeps through the interllices of the mountain into fome neighbouring cliffs. Then I 
make a llule voyage in a hollowed tree, which her« mult do the fervice of a fhip, and 
breakfaft on exquifite butter and honey, in fome illelghbouring peafant’s houfe, and 
Imile when I think of you, who are fitting at youp tea-table in your learned night¬ 
gown, and critic night-cap, fwallowing with your tea, fome as wate^ ftale produc¬ 
tion of the day, and from all that rot-gut Ihifl’, get fwellcd and puffed with wincl, which 
you vainly endeavour to dlfpel by rhubarb, and all the preparations of your medicine 
chert. 

The part which is towards the town has (he appeaj^g|||of an immenfe pyramid ; but 
it flretches backwards into a rock, which is a milelon^and takes fix or I'even hours to 
walk round. A common traveller will reach the top in five hours, but the goat hunters, 
who climb like cats, do it in three, 'l^iere is a profpeft from it over all Bavaria, and 
yon may reckon nine lakes in fight. The moll charming part of the profped, is the 
principality ol Berclitoldfgaden, which lies to the fouth of the mountain, and confills of 
a woody wall encompafl'ed round with vaft heights of the moft pidurefquc granate. 
Amongit them the Watzman is diftinguiflied by its perfeftly conical appearance. The 
appearance of the lakes around the dark woods have an unfpeakably fine effed. The 
profped into fome of the neighbouring vallies of Saltzburg, is,not lei's beautiful. 

This mountain feems a proof of the truth of the fyftem taken up hyMr. Buffon, with 
regard to,mountains. It confirts of a mafs of granate, worked into the foil, in the decli¬ 
vities and depths of which, here and there fand and chalk-ftone lie as if floated in water. 
The lower pans of the mountain arc well wooded, and it has fome very good mines of 
red and white marble. From one of thefe mines there is a fine profped,of tfie town ; 
at fome diftance from them, in a wide gap of the mountain, there is a very remarkable 
water fall. A rapid ftream (which in fpring when the fnow bpgins to melt, muft be 
much larger than it is now) breaks out from a cleft of the rock; which you enter by 
means of fome artificial fteps. In the cleft, where one Olivers with cold, you hear in*the 
infide of a mountain a dull prabling like far diftant thunder. Probably the mountain 
has fome lake in its bofom, into which the fnow and rain water precipitating from above, 
occafion the noife. There is not a doubt but this internal body of water muft in time 
prove deftrudive to the mountain. The tradition of the country is, that the Emperor 
Charles the Great and his whole army, are confined and fhut up in this mountain until 
Doomfday, and will continue till then amufing themfelves with this terrible noife. On 
a certain day of the year, about midnight, th«*Emperor is to be feen with his u-aiii of 
minifters and generals, going in proceffion to the cathedral of Saltzburg. "Were it not 
that you are fo well acquainted with the wonders to be met in the Sierra Morena.at the 
mouth of the Quadiana, I could Ijiy before you a legally attefted account of wizards, 
whofc white beards by length of time, have grown ten or twenty times about the table 
on which they lie fleeping in the mountain, and of hermits a thoufand years did, who 
have led ftrayed goat-hunters through fubterraneous paffages, and ihewn them fairy 
palaces of gold and precious ftones. From the cleft whence the fpirit of the great 

Charles 
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ffi vnSk the ilre^m precipitates itfelf with a laud 

t^^Mri^y<Sf£ ,calcJlcs down the deep and n^row |;ully which*it feems to have d^ 
wwin fha fiat^ marble. 'Here and there it h&’s hollowed put bafons of ma^le by la 
which power of art could have given a better poHfli to. Indeed fl^^are fo 
nic^y conftroRetl, that the lovers of antiquity in the neighbourhood have qjj^ally been 
at the pains to prove that they are ancient baths. Quite below, at the foot ^ the moun¬ 
tain, behind a mill, the fall prefents ainoft piaurelque appearance. It is not very high 
at this p6int, but v^- lingular, becaufe the water is divided into'innumerable threads, 
which crofs each other in fuch varied and ftrange ways amidft the fragments of the rock 
which have fallen from above, that no imagination can devile acafeade fo fanciful and 
oapricious. Here on the detached rocks arc fmall pine-trees, which infinitt*ly increale 
the beauty of the feene. The water of this ftream is fo cold, that you could not hold 
your hand in it ten feconds; and yet in the greateft fwc at and perlpir.ition, you may 
drink as much as you pleafe, without the fmalleli: danger, as you digeft it as eafily 
as air. ■ When I am pcrfeftly faint, I do not know a better cordial than this water. 

Thatpart of the principality of Sdltv.burgwhich lies to the north of fhecapital, is likewife 
very mountainous, but it ptoJuecs fufficient grain for the fiipport of its inhabitants. But 
about fix miles from the towij(il(|iere is a long narrow valley which ftretches itfcif firll 
forae miles fouthward and then weftward, is bounded by vaft mountains, is w'atered by 
the river Saltza, conftitutes the greateft part of the principality, but fcarcely bears one 
third part of the neceflary grain. The entrance to this valley is called the Pafs of Lueg 
or Luhk, a word which in low Dutch and Englilli fignifies A o^, and anfwers to the Wa.ch 
tower of many hnpcrial towns and territories. This pafs is a deep narrow hollow be¬ 
tween naked, fulpended, perpendicular rocks of granate, which hang over on each fide, 
rife to an enormous height, and through which the Saltza pours with great impetuofity. 
Above the river they have cut a path in the rock, and there is a gate with hardly room 
enough for a fingle carriage to pafs, protefted by a battery, fo that a few people here 
.could withftand a whole army. The other approaches to this valley are equally well 
guarded, and nature feems to have fortified it as well as Wales. 

Befides this large valley there are fevcral lefler ones adjoining, which belong to this 
principality. They are of the fame nature as the other, and the inhabitants of them live 
chiefly by teeeding cattle. In many pl.^ccs you may find very rich farmers, who own from 
fixtyro fourfeore head of great cattle. They export fome cheefo and butter, but not near fo 
much as they might do, if the inhabitartswereas indultiious, frugal, and difpofed for trade 
as the Swifs. Befides horned cattle they alfo breed great numbers of horfes which are 
very ftrong, and are exported to great diftances for the purpofes of heavy burden and 
di aught; theii fhape is not handfomc; their heads are loo thick, and their hind quar¬ 
ters too high; but I remember well to have fecn in fome towns on the Rhine, a liiigle 
Saltzburg horfe ^rawing a weight of forty quintals, and a very heavy cart befides from 
the river to the town. The farmers ufe them to hard labour at three years old, and 
this is thft caufe why they foon become fliff, and cannot ferve for coach horfes. The 
Emperor gave twelve pounds for one for his artillery. The dominions which this prince 
bas in Cairtheoi are, in point of natural sflivantages, much the fame as thefi ; but what 
be pofleffes in Auftria is too inconfiderable to be mentioned. Upon the whole, this 
;otmtry draws near the half of its neceflary corn from Bavaria. 

The pcafant of this cojijntry cannot content himfelf with cheefe and potatoes, as the 
5wifs docs ; but muft always nave his meat, which, however fat it may be, he conftantly 
lips in hog’s lard. He muft have an abundance of good bread, beer and brandy, 
'onfidering the natural fituation of the country, this too expenfive mode of living would 
lake them the pooreft people in Europe, if the extravagance was not counterbalanced 

by 
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by iViS®M^«dl8fflirabie ceco^my in other rofpeae. The 

himfaf’hoi^'lMad to foot; eveiflfamily weaves a fort of coarfe diark^^yfb^,,,^^^ 
wiol *hya. they grow and prepare themfelves. ‘ I’hey alfo make their owSn 
ftockinijK 'A’heir drefs is by thefe means cleanly, fimptc, and graceful. With‘|il tfiiSi 
' Jthe equamy tetweeii the income and expenditure of the country is chiefly kljjt up by the 

mines. ^ n * 

The falt-^orks at Hallein are without coibparifon the molt confiderable. The inter¬ 
nal part of this mountain, which is about four miles dillant from this j^lace, confifts of 
cryltals of fait, mixed with a great deal of earth. In order to clean it, they dig large 
hollow chambers within-fide, and fill them with water, which wafin-s the fall, and lets 
the earth Imk to the bottom. The water thus impregnated is conveyed into pans and* 
boiled off. in courfe of time the chambers fill of themfefves again with fait, and the 
treafure is incxhaullible. One of thefe chambers, when it is lighted up, makes one of 
the prcttic'll lights in the world. Conceive to yourlclf a hall about a hundred feet 
' fquare, the walls and ground of which arc coinpoled of cryftals of every earthly colour, 
and wliich refleft the light lo wonderfully that you would think yourlelf in foine en¬ 
chanted palace In order to carry on this work, the w'ood of the forefts along the 
Saltza and otner rivers is floated down them. This mapperhaps in time put a flop to 
it, for the fmall woods arc already vifibly thinner. 

From the uiilavourable fituation of this country, it cannot ufe the whole of this trea¬ 
fure for itfelf, but is obliged to give up the moil part to foreigners. All the country 
round is either Auitrian or B.ivarian. The firft have fait fufficient for their own ufe, 
and all importation of foreign fait is prohibited. On the other hand, the Bavarian fall- 
work at Katilboii is foproJuftivc, that it not only provides fufficient for that country, 
but alfo can aflord a confiderable quantity to foreigners. In confequence of all this, 
the .iVrchhifh' ps of Saltzburg have round therafelvcs obliged to enter into an agreement 
with the D'lkcs of Bavaria, in virtue of which, thefe take a certain quantity of fait every 
year, at a very moderate price, and furnifh Switzerland and Suabia with it. By this 
means the lak trade of Saltzburg is properly in the hands of Bavaria, who gain full. 
three times as much by it as the princes of Saltzburg. The value of the fait which Ba- 
vaiia ftipulates to take yearly, amounts to about 200,000 florins, or 2o,oool. What is 
difpofed of in the country itfelf, or carried into Auftria clandeftinely, makes on the 
whole about 350,000 florins, or 35,000!. of which two thirds may be clear gain. 

The gold and filver mines of this principality make a great figure in the geography of 
Germany ; butcomparal with the falt-works are not worth mentioning. In the regift 
ters of the cuftom-houle 1 have leen the entry of all the gold, filver, iron, copper, and 
other mines or pits, 011 an average of the laft ten years: the prince’s clear gain from all 
his works, waa about 65,000 florins, or 6500I. a year. He works them almoft all him- 
felf; for fome years palt he has loft in digging a gold mine in the neighbourhood of 
Gaftcin, about 30,000 florins, or 2oooi. a year, which he has ventured’, in the trea¬ 
cherous hope of being rewarded in time with a rich fpoil, and partly that the valley 
where it is dug, whofe inhabitants live lolely by thefe works, may not become a wafte.. 
The iron here is brittle, and in no great requeft** 'I’he prince has alfo a brafs manu- 
faiftory on his own account, but the calamine neceflary for it grows every day more fcarce 
in the country. 

Mr. Bufebing fays, in his account of Germany, that he «learns from good autho¬ 
rity, tliai the income of the archbifhop amounts to four millions of florins,” or 400,000!. 

If the pi,nee would make me his farmer-general, 1 durft hardly offer him 1,200,000 
florins, or 12o,oc(bl. for his whole revenue. I am pretty confident that the taxes, tolls, 
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in which I include thie produce of the mine^ ^c.’idd‘^‘|^dU 
n$nns, or (Jo,o(JbL The exdl|picuftoms, and other taxes ll^ied 
c^tal; together wi(li tl^ prince’s t)re^^fies,*rau(l bring in 435,000 more'%r 
" ^ coiild clear afiy thirig by my contraft. mh 

’’'i’he extern of the country is eftimated at K^o hundred and forty Gerram^fquare 
jnilcs^ There are only feven or eight tow^is,*fome of which are not to be compared 
with h vSuabtan village. The total njjjnJ)er of inhabitants is computed at t*iiro hundred 
afid tfty tl^ufana, of which the capital contains fourteen thoufand. There is only one 
manufaflure in the whole country, which; is a fipall one at Hallein for cotton ftockings, 
and itight-^aps. S|nce there has been a good road niatle to Triefte, Saltzburg carries 
bn a confiderable trade iii Ipices aqd drugs, w ith which it fupplics a great part of Bava- 
ria. 1 he roads through thiis%rtountainous country are in general very good. Noiwith- 
tlanding here and there you pafs on wooden bridges hung by chains over fome driiadful 
abyfles, the hcavieft carriages have nothing to fear, except perhaps the being overl’et by 
a violent blaft of wind, or being covered by a fall of fnow in fpring. On my journey to 
the bath at Gaftein, one of the wildeft regions of this country, I faw all that was poffible 
to be done to render the moft dreadful abyfles and fteepeft rocks paflable. In this jour¬ 
ney I faw alfo one of the moft remarkable water-falls which I ever met with, A powerful 
ftream precipitates itfelf ahnoft from the clouds, upon a rock beneath, - which rifes a 
hundred feet high above the way, and thence fo ftrongly recoils in an arch, that a tra¬ 
veller who pafl'es under this arch is not in the leaft wet. In front this fall cannot be feen, 
becaufe it is too .narrow, and the oppofite rock is too ftcep; but a little diftaijce off, 
when viewed from the lide it prefents a moft extraordinary afjpe^f.' 


LETTER XV. 

-i,‘ Saltzburg. 

1 AM a lover of mountain fccnc^, and by no means one of thofe whofe feelings 
t^^re only to be excited by what is uibnflrouR, who love ftrong emotions, becaufe they 
are commonly iul'enfiblc to the gentler aflVftions, and who feek for falisfacfion from bar¬ 
rel) rocks, from boundlefs*plains of ice and fnow, becaufe by intemperate ufe of the 
joys wlflch milder regions prefent, they are dijgufted with them. To me the moft uni- 
foVra plain is variety enough, to keep my heart in that degree of warmth, and my fenfes 
within the limits which are necelfary for the uninterrupted enjoyment of nature. I em¬ 
brace the tree which fuddenly aflbrds me a lhade, after I have long wandered through a 
barren and lev'el fpot. 'Fhe mofs upon a heath allures me, and the rivulet which fteals 
through foine tjnextenfive meadow, interefts me fufliciently without the noife of a w'aier- 
fa!l. 1 am however, impartial enough to do all juftice to the mountain views, and allow 
them, in refpfcl to j^eaifty, the preference over the plains. The pulfe of nature beats 
ftronger here, every thing dilcovers more life and energy, every thing more loudly and 
emplwtically l|?bks an aimigiity P(Aver at work. The ftream which, without knowing 
the path it xnuft purlue, meanders flowly thi'ough the plain, rufhes through the moim- 
'tains and g«3ws impetuous in its'cmirfe ; the motion of the clouds, the revolutions of 
the fky, and the peals of thunder are all more ftrong and animated. The vallies in the 
fair feafon of the fear, are filled with finer perfumes of flowers and herbs than thofe of 
the plains, whofe foiys not fo fit to preferve thek radical moifture, and where their ex¬ 
halations are dilfipatea more widely in the air. Nature here is more varied and infinitely 
more pi^urefi^. Of hdr"different lhades, an inhabitant of the plaid can form no con* 
cepdod, but hlpf the coiitraft, they all, even the fmalleft features of them, appear more 
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ArlkSttg an 3 *^€ng^gmg. Here atonce nature prefents the pecuHadtles of %^ery 
and the inoft,different climates. As long as the fumnter lafts, in the bottom of the v^f- 
ley the,,te^''of Africa is felt; in the middle of the mountain you enjoy the iiidderate 
temperSife of fpring ; and the top reminds you of Siberia. And how vlliious are the 
forms, chain’s and heaps of miountains and hills! 

Man refembles his foil, unlefs education and fociety change him. The peafant of 
this country bears the ftamp of nature upon hiih. His movements are quick, like the 
ftream in his wood; he is boiftcrous in his pafiions, like the atmofphere; he breathes 
Arong as the oak which Aiadcs him; and is faithful, firm and true as the rock which 
bears his hut. U'he life and variety of /he feenes which nature offers him, render his 
head richer in conceptions, and his heart warmer than it would be if he dwelt upon an 
uniform plain, and gave himfelf up to nature as he does here. His diAance from |)o- 
pulous places, and the fcattered fituation of the huts, which give him few opportunities 
for diAraflion from his own concerns, preferve his manners pure, difpofe him tq reflec¬ 
tion, and make him more attentive to his own proper bufinefs. In his make, the ex- 
preffion of his countenance, his geAures and language, he has greatly the advantage of 
the Bavarian peafant. 1 regret inceffantly that my want of fufficient Aiill in the provin¬ 
cial dialed prevents my communing with thefe mountaineers, fo agreeably as I wifh to 
do. The unfpeakable opennefs of heart which they (hew, their frequent inflances of 
good-will and affeftion, together with the good humour and native pleafautry legible in 
their looks, endear them at firA fight to every friend of humanity. Many of them Aill 
wear jong beards, and thofe in the remoter parts ihou every body, even their princes. 
The difeafe of the throat is not uncommon with them, though it be not fo prevalent as 
fome travellers choofe to report it. In general they are a very handfome fet of people. 

The diminution made in the population and agriculture or thrfe lands, by the emi-. 
'gration of the proteAants about fifty years ago, is not yet recov^d. In this maAer* 
piece of bad government, the wcaknefs of a prince, and the felfifli treachery of a minif- 
ter, were beyond meafure confpicuous. I have read over the papers which give an ac* , 
count of this wonderful event, to my great edification. Thofe are much deceived who 
aferibe the caufe of this extraordinai^ commotion to religious principles, propagated in 
thefe mountains at the time of the reformatiem. From the writings before me, it ap¬ 
pears that very few had any diAinfl idea of the AugAiurg or Helvetian confeflions of 
faith. Thefe may poflibly have contributed fomething j but moA of thefe new protef- 
tants became fo through reflexion and difeourfes among themfelves, the caufes of which 
were furnifiied by maxims feleded from catholic fermons and religious books. Had 
they been allowed unlimited freedom of religion in the country, they certainly would 
have founded an intire new fed, which would have had little refemblance to either 
Calvinifm or Lutheranifm. MoA of thofe who were heard judicially in their own de- 
fence, aiifwered the queAion, ** Whether they would confels to the Lutheran or the 
Catholic church ?” direftly, ** No, to neither of them. We believe* blft not what our 
countrymen believe, but keep ourfelves merely to the feripturea.*’ Many circumAances, 
with which the/reformers of the fixteenih centut^ had no concern, occafioned a fort 
of rebellion of men’s underAandings. Pcafants and mechanics became preachers in 
their own houfes, or under Ibme tree in a fequeAered place. In ftort, we moA do 
thefe people the honour to fay, they were almoA entirely their own teachers. It was 
when they wwe obliged to feek foreign proteftion from the t^prdOSon of their, own 
lords, and enter into treaty wkh the King of Pruifia, that they declared themfelves of a 
fefl:, which, by the treaty of WeAphaiia, was privileged in the et^re, afld they did it 
becaufe no other means could have fccured them from total oppreflfoib 
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The archbiihop of that time was a good man, who truly loved his fubjeSs, and 
every thing poffible, according to his judgment, to guide them in the ftramht pathjo 
happinefs. He fent capuchins^ as mifiionaries into the mountains, whofe ca p^ jns and 
beards. howdSfer could get no hold on men whofe underftandings were awaK^SiPi. He 
prayed inceflantly for the converfion of his ftrayed flieep, and fpared neither gold nor 
kind words to recover them back tojieaven. The lofs of fo many fouls was far more 
grievous to him than the departure of fO many poor from the culture of his lands, and 
the confequent diminution of his income. 

His chancellor, however, viewed things in a quite dijfferent light. He had calculated 
what benehts he could derive to himfelf by thg emigration of fo many thoufand inhabi¬ 
tants, and the fale of fo many eftates. He made ufe of the weaknefs of his prince, on 
this moft plaufible occafion, to fill his own purfe. lie reprefented to him how dange¬ 
rous it was for the fafety of his yet right-believing fubjefts, to permit heretics to dwell 
among ihem. Taking advantage of the following anfwer made by one of the adherents 
to the new do£lrine to a neighbour, who kad given him great provocation; “ Stay only 
till the King of Pruffia’s fix thoufand men draw near; we (hall Itrike all your heads off. 
He is another kind of monarch than the archbilhop, and he is already on his march to 
us, &c.” The patriotic chancellor difcovered high treafon, in a fpeech which was only 
the expreflion of a rafh, unguarded moment of paflion. By a fingle word he became 
the aftual caufe of the retreat of about twenty-five thoufand men, hy which he gained 
about fifty thoufand, and the archbifliop loft one hundred thoufand florins of his yearly 
income. The King of Pruflia fent two comniiiTaries here, who were ordered to prqfisft 
the property of thofe who chofe to retire into his territories, and brought ouLot the 
CQuntry the greateft part of the gold which was got by the fale of the houfes, properties, 
and goods of the ref^ees. 

There are ftill ovelFall the mountains many adherents to the new doftrine. 1 made 
acquaintance with one, who is in every refped too remarkable not to introduce him to 
you alfo. Some days ago I vifitied S?ith another gentleman the fheriff", or as he is termed 
here, the conftable of Werfen, a very polite and clear thinking man; for, in the moft 
remote parts of thefe mountains, the information of the people exceeded my expefta- 
tions. This excurfion gave me pleafure in every ftep. 

From the pafs of Liieg, where the great valley begins, the road runs for two miles into 
Werfen, through a narrow gully, between naked rocks, which in many places ftand like 
keayen’s high walls on each fide. The fcattered clumps of . wood at the foot of this 
chain of mountainsj the wild variety in the courfe of the river Saltz; the extraordinary 
incifions, formation, and complexion of the rocks; the marks of the former height of 
the river, yifible many fathoms above its prefent bed j the fingular ftation of the very 
few habitations; and the ftriking difpofitiem of the whole, gives this otherwife folitary 
landfcape fuffickiu attradions to fix a traveller’s attention. The caftle of Werfen ftands 
by the fpot of this name, where the valley begins to widen remarkably, upon a detached 
rock of a conical form, which rifes in the middle of the gully. On one fide of it there 
is fcarcely room for the road, and on^he other, fcarcely room for the ritfier* The front 
of the caftle commands a profpeQ: over the wide part of the valley, which runs between 
hills, part of which are well cultivated, and part covered with woods ; and from, 
the back you fee the narrpvv deep glen, through'fhich the traveller has come, the rocky 
points of which are ihining in the ion, while in the depth below perpetual darknels fits 
encamped. In the caftle many prifoners are confined, who. are fometim^ obliged to 
work in chains. , J was ftruck peculiarly with tite form and countenance of a 'man, of 
whom I had already heard much repotted. He has the figufie of a handfome ^derly 
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of foj»>fcthing1more than fixty years, who ftill peeferves a fine ruddy complexion, 
iijs ftrong long beard, and beautifiil black hair, are hei'e and there mixed with grey 
thigai^ttered. liis carriage is Jight, and he .holds himfelf as (Iraight as a' 
Jroutli i|p full fltengtht His forehead, and the whole formation of hi|^ount€nance 
Is reguidC and his large blue Ipeaking eyes, muft fix the attention of any one the leaft 
acquainted with mankind upon him. An inexprellible ferenity of foul, and the pride in- 
feparable from a great charafter, are piftured iti^his countenance. I defired to hear 
him tell his hiftory, and now give it you from his own words, as nearly as 1 can. 

“ I have been now,” faid he, ** twenty-four years a prifoner here. I ftill remember 
the emigration of the many thoufands of my countrymen, in which, though I was then 
but young, I took great concern. As I grew up, th6 memory of this event made the 
ftrongeft imprellion on me. , The joy with which fo midiy of ray neighbours quitted 
their native country, to fhun any force on their confciences, and be unreftrained and 
free in their faith, had foinething great and alFefting in it to me. This made the re. 
raonftrances of my friends and acquaintances, who did not agree in opinion with th<? 
capuchins, find an eafy accefs to my mind. I opened the Scriptures, compared the 
doflrine I met with there with the Pope’s,, and formed ray own religion, the principles 
of which I did not keep very fecret, becaufel believed them true. As at that time the 
capuchins, who wandered about the whole country as miffionaries, had fpies every where, 
they could not foil but hear at hift of fome affertions which efcaped me in the heat of 
religidis difputation. They inftantly purfued and perfecuted me wherever I was. At 
laft they came into my houle, and infifted on a confeffion of my feithf I anfwered ac¬ 
cording to my convifbon, and laid my doubts before them; however this did not fig • 
nify. They conftantly went from the point; it was of no avail to interrogate them on 
matters of raith; faith muft be implicit, and f, muft deliver a confeffion of faith. I tedd 
them it was utterly impoffiblo to believe what was contrary t^irthe conviftion of my 
mind; but all did not ferve. 

“ When 1 faw that they could not convince me, and that they paid na regard to my 
internal conviftion, I told them to leave me in peace, and ftaked my honour and my life, 
to them that 1 would conceal my religious opinions, nor make any converts to them. 
This was in vain; every day they rudely broke into my houfe, and preffed me to a con* 
feffion of faith which belied my confcience. Sir, I did rH that was poffible ih obtain 
peace from them, but it was impoffible. One day, as I returned fatigued from the field, 
and was going to refreffi myfelf with fome provifion, the capuchins came again riotoufly 
into my noufe. I had for fome time before this refolved not to fay a word to thenT, 
except good day or good evening. As they began their old clamour again, I heard 
them a long time compofed and quiet, and took my fare with better reWh the more 
they curfed me. However, as there appeared to be no end of it, I retired into a corner 
behind the oven, to let them rail as long as they pleafed. But even there I was not 
fecure; at laft I threw n\yfelf impatiently on the bed, and as one of them approached me 
even here, and dunned in my earn, I turned my back to him, but immediately there was 
another of them at the other fide, who made a jfill more horrid clack than his com¬ 
panion. At laft 1 became enraged, and told thdm I was mafter in my own houfe, and 
as they continued ftill to behave worfe and worfe, I Iprung up, feized the firft thing I 
oould lay hold of, which I believe was a brooni, afid beat them out of my fioufe. I was 
now treated not only as an obdurate heretic, but as a blafphemer who had laid facrilegir 
ous hands upon the holy priefts. They tobk me prifoner, and brought me here in 
chams. At firft I fuffered dreadfully.' A hundred times I faid,,if they would only con¬ 
vince roe, I would cpnfris wth heart and foul. But it was -^ to no purpofe*. They . 
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endeavoured to force me to go into the church to confeis, to reveal my opinions on re> 
ligion, &c» I told them I coukl publiih nothing further of my religion, than that I did 
hot believe what they believed. They either would or could not convince'-ine^ and ( 
then became impatient to go to the church, but they told me I could not be permitted; 
unlefs it was for the puipofe of changing my faith and confefiing my errors. The incel-^ 
lant importunity of the capuchins for a confe/Iion of faith fram me was the moft infuf- 
ferable of all. All ray folicitations to be indulged, and all remonftrances of the futility 
of a verbal confeffion unlefs the heart joined in it, were of no fervice. At laft I re* 
folved to behave like a mute and hold no more difeourfe with them ; which refolution, 
lor eighteen whole years, I have literally perhfted in; a few years ago they begun to 
treat me more kindly, and fince that time I have refumed my fpeech.” 

The conlfable confirmed to us that this extraordinary man had not uttered a fyllable 
for eighteen whole years; and that during that time no one had ever feen a cloud upon 
his brow, or a feature of ilkhumour in his countenance. Whatever was enjoined him 
to do, which did not concern religion, he complied with calmly and always chearfully. 
A flight call; of difdain of the people about him is all that has been remarked. When 
one confiders that his clearnefs of head, bis open nature and good humour, muft very 
naturally and very ftrongly difpofe him to fociety and the communication of his fenti* 
ments, his voluntary dumbnefs muft appear aftonilhing. By his good behaviour during 
his captivity, he has induced the prince, who is a great lover of toleration, to ]et his 
chains be taken oif, and at the requeft of the conftable a confiderable addition ha^ been 
made to his daily allowance. He has gained fo much confidence, that they have made 
him a kind of fuperintendant over his fellow prifoners. He has often been fent entirely 
loofe and free to work with them at places ftom whence it would have been eafy for hint 
to have efcaped j but his charader is a better fecurity for his perfon than the ftrongeft 
chains. He has procured to himfelf, without being fenfibleof it himfelf, fo much refpeft 
from his brother captives, that with a Angle word he can keep them better in awe than the 
jailor with his ftaff. Nature has fecured to him a fuperiority over the multitude of man¬ 
kind, although (he bred him in a cottage. His Idfure hours are at prefent employed in 
teaching a young incendiary, who has lain for fome years in prifon, in chains, for wick¬ 
edly fetting fire to his father’s houfe, to read and to write, without however inftilling inta 
him any of his religious opinions. Thefe he preferves fo fecret at prefent, that I could? 
not with the moft confidential entreaties, and all my prayers and petitions, obtain any 
difclofure from him. All he anfwered was, “ I do not ^lieve what the capuchins be- 
lieVe, and want nothing but a bible to lead a contented life.” Some years ago his wife- 
was permitted to fee him; but, without fhewing the fmalleft defire to enjoy her, after 
Ibme warm and kind exhortations for her welrare, he difinified her. A bible, after 
which his foul thirfts fo ardently, they are backward to aUow him, becaufe they are un¬ 
willing to add any more flame to his enthufiafin. All the Saltzburg ladies and gentle^ 
men, in whofe company I had the honour of feeing him, difeovered the higheft refpe£l 
for him i but they were all unanimous in declaring that tt had not been very politicat 
condu€l; to become a martyr for fo fmajl a matter as was demanded of him. 

The country people here are unconunoniy lively and gay. The young women of 
thefe fequeftered comers of our continent all frefli as rofes, and lively as the roe, yet 
underftand the art of coquetry as well as our Parifian dames, only the aHurements whtch? 
they difplay for conqueft are more natural. They know how to employ the ornamental 
parts of drefs to the beft advantage. If they are difpofed to make a lover happy, n«ther 
the fhame of an illegitimate birth, nor the tear of ^ng obliged to maintain a childi is 
of any confideration. Cuftom fets tfiein above the fif», and the eafe of maintaining a 
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child makes them difregard the other. The punifhmertt which they incur for fuch a 
faux-pus is hardly worth mentioning. Murder of infants is extremely unOommon here; 
without cpiiftraint, without referve, they all yield to the impulfes of nature. The young 
girls kflh and lhake hands, in the open thurch on Sundays, with thofe they love. On 
a nightly vifit, however, the lover is rather in a hard fituation ; for however unfriendly 
the weather may be, the window or door is not opened to him, until a certain watch¬ 
word is given, which confifts commonly of long rhymes, in which he is obliged to ex- 
prefs, in a myfterious manner, his fufferings and fmart. This cuflom is very old, and in 
many of the remote parts of the mountains facred and inviolable. Nor can the con- 
nedion between the parties, however Iqng or however clofe, enable them to difpenfe 
with it. A young peafant very feldom forlakes his girl, particularly when, after having 
two or three children by her, he can marry her. 

The inhabitants of thefe mountains are fo contented with their /fate, that they con- 
lider their country as a kind of Paradife. Thofe who live in Dintner Valley, a fright¬ 
ful gap between naked rocks, through which the river Dintner runs, have a faying, 
“ When any one falls from heaven he mu/l fall into Dintner Valley.** Which is 
as much as to fay this valley is the fecond heaven. Tor a long time I could not ex¬ 
plain why the good people entertained fuch a high ojrfnion of a deep glen, where often 
for weeks together it fnows fo much that one cifl^either come out nor go in, and 
which forms fo ftriking a contrail with many neighoburing and very attrafting diftri£fs. 
1 con/idered it at firft as irony, but I learnt at laft that it was meant entirely in eamefl, 
and that the unlimited freedom which the inhabitants of this extraordinary Paradife en¬ 
joy, had given rife to this high hyperbole. They confift folely of fliepherds, miners, 
and iron melters, who are entirely free from taxes, and on account of their fmall pay¬ 
ments to the government and their remotenefs of fituation, are little taken notice of by 
their fuperiors. The taxes paid, in general, by the inhabitants of this country are very 
moderate, and the freedom from the extortions under which the reft of Germany groans, 
contributes, no doubt, greatly to the good humour of the people. Till within a fhort 
time, eftates were taxed in proportion to their value, the beginning of this century, 
which, as you may fuppofe, bears no proportbn to the prcfent price of things. The 
attempt the prefent fovereign has been making to raife a more equitable tax, has occa- 
fioned fome murmur: there, however, he is not fo much to blame, as his income is 
proportioiiably much fmaller than that of the other German princes; and what he has 
done, has not only the fanaion of the ftates of the country, but is guaranteed by them, 
fo that the people have no caufe to fear a farther rife; but what makes him unpopular, 
is his exceffive love of hunting, which has occafioned fome a^s of opprellive power, for 
which after all, his fervants and minifters may be more to blame than himfelf. In fe- 
veral parts of the country, the farmers are prohibited from driving their flieep to certain 
paftures bordering upon woods, left the game in thefe. Ihould be deprived of fuftenance. 
This, to a people who, as I told you before, make all the woollen cloth they wear from 
the Iheermgs of their own Iheep, mull appear an intolerable hard/hip. Prohibitions of 
this kind rouft alfo be attended with very bad efteds of another fort. The pcafants of 
this country are very averfe to all kinds of innovation; there have been inftances of 
thdr declaring fomewhat loudly, that they would put themfelves on the fame footing 
with the Swifs; and yet when their prince dies of old age, they /hew an uncommon at- 
fedion for him. O that princes knew how to fet a due value on the affediona of their 
fellow-creatures I 

Many of the peafants of this country ftill wear long beards, and go with thdr heads 
uncovered, and thdr breafts open, at all times of the year. As they are extremely 
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hairy, and very much fun>bumt, this gives them a very formidable appearance at foniie 
diftance, but when you come near them, their friendly looks, and appearance ,9^ inte* 
grity, recommend them very ftrongly. They are courageous and ftroiig,. and would no 
doubt make a flout ftand in defence of their own country; but out or it, according to 
the report of the beft officers, they do not make good foldiers. Like all its inhabitanf# 
of mountains, th^ do not bear climate well. Befides.this, the peculiarity of diet which 
they have been ufed to from their youth, and are obliged to |five np in tne field, makes 
them unfit for fervice. By good fortune their fovereign has little concern in keeping up 
the balance of Europe. In general, they are much more civil than the Swifs, and by 
no means fo thirfty of gain as thefe are, who, however hoftile they may be to paying 
taxes themfelves, never fail to lay ftrangers under very fevcrc ones. I have feveral 
times been (hewn my way, and received other fmall fervices from thefe people, without 
being able to make them take any thing for their trouble. — Fare ye well. 


LETTER XVI. 

Salizburg. 

IN Pilati's Journey through different parts of I^urope, I remember to have read an 
anecdote, intended to paint the intolerant Ipirit of the Saltzburghers. —- It is indeed very 
true, that perfons of all ranks are obliged to kneel down in the ftrects, when the hoft 
paffes by, a ceremony made particularly diflreffing, by the peculiar brutality of the Sa- 
criflans of the place. I have likewife heard fonie good hearted girls lament, with a 
rnoft ferious tone of compaffion, that fome friends of mine, who have been here a few 
days, are proteftants. Except however the kneeling to the lacrament, which every man 
may cafily prevent, as the bell is heard at a great diuance, I do not fee what a proteftant 
has to be apprdftenfive of. There are many companies in every rank of life, into which 
a ftranger may be admitted, let his religion be what it will. Money and good words 
will procure you meat, in moft of the inns, on faft days; and the people, who, efpe- 
cially in fuch places, mimic the manners of their fuperiors, have loft much of the fero¬ 
cious and intolerant fpirit they had contracted under a bigoted prince. 

There is very good company to be met with amongft the nobility, particularly amongft 
the canons, feveral of whom are,,diftinguiffi,ed for ibiowledge of various kinds. The 
prefent metropolitan, who is brother to the we,ff known Count Firmian, the governpr 
of Milan, is well acquainted with the beft Italian, French, German, and Englim writers. 
He has alnioft a compleat colleftion of the latter in his well chofen library. He is a 
moft amiable man, and makes the beft ufe of his benefices, which bring him an incomp 
of 20,000 guilders, or 2000 pounds a year. The high fteward, who is another brother, 
of the governor’s, is a great lover of painting, and a deep connoiffeur in it. His fine 
colleflion of the portraits of artifts, moft of which are painted by himfelf, is hardly in¬ 
ferior to that of Florence. The ffiock this gentleman lately felt from one of «the fevered 
afflidlions which can ftrike a father’s heart, has weakened the powers of his foul, and 
Ipread a cloud over the not to be deferibed and almoft infantine.goodnefs, that beams 
upon bis countenance. He had an eldtft fon, the hopes of the family, and a ver^ pro- 
inifmg young man, who was already dean of Paffau, and bpde fjdr to be a biffiop, if not 
archbimop of Saltzburg, His father made him a vifit, and took him out a hating. 
They were on different fides of the hedge, when unluckily the father gave £^e,End ^ot^ 
the fon through the heart. As foon as he had done it, he f^nmg throu^ tKi%dj^a^ 
•like a madman, tore “his hair, apd wallowed in the fiiow. They were oOTgeff ^o^fear 
'him away from the place by foxce. Count Woltfegg, another o| tfie cafnpms, his taie'n 
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» journey through Fraice, purpofely with a view of becoming acqudnted with our ma^ 
nu^SIb^s. This gentleman is Well known to our beft arti.fts, but his particular paffion 
is botany, iti which he is very excellent. The groo;m of the ftole. Count Kuenburg, is 
a very fenfible man, extremely pleafant, witty, and fociable. His library, in the forma- 
fibn of which he has not confulted the Index librorum frehihitorum, contains all our befl: 
'authors. The Blihop of Chienfee, the Igount of Tieb, and feveral more of the high no¬ 
bility are refpedable, both on account of their knowledge and virtues. The upper 
nobility of the place is made up chiefly of Auftrian families, who diftinguilh themfelves 
by their affkbiKty, their knowledge of the world, and their manners, from the ftupidly 
proud Bavarian and Suabian barons. On the other hand, the lefler nobility, the fwarm 
of little court gentry, render themfelves ridiculous by their pitiable lull" after titles, and 
their wretched pride. You muft here vifit about a hundred Gnadige herrn *, who live 
upon' three or four hundred florins a year, which they receive from the court, but whom 
you cannot offend more than by calling them plain Sir, or their wives plain Madam. A 
man who lives here muft accuftora himfelf to put in Gnadige herrn at every third word, 
uniefs he choofes to pa& for ill-bred. Such, however, is the aftonilhing poverty of this 
clafs of people, that you vifit feveral Gnadige herrn., who take up with houfekeepers 
places, or the office of fitters in theikofpitals. They all complain that the court doth 
not give them enough to live according to their rank} but unluckily, I have never been 
able to find out what their rank is. Moft of them have neither efiatesnor money; but 
they would look upon it as a great degradation to fuffer their children to be brought up 
to any trade or bufinefs. I’he court is therefore compelled to make their appointments 
as flender as poffible, that it may be able to keep them from ftarving; though above 
two-thirds of thetn are fuperfluous fervants. Their rank, therefore, feems to depend on 
the pleafure of the court to feed a great number of ufelefs fervants, ancLg^ their impu¬ 
dent confidence in that pleafure. Once, however, give them their righ*itles, and you 
will find them the beft people in the world. Many of them amufe themfelveS with 
French and German literature, particularly witft all that relates to the ftage. The rage 
for the theatre is as violent here as it is at Munich ; and they look for the coming of a 
company of ftrollers, with as much eagernefe as the inhabitants of Siberia look for the 
return of fpring. A French engineer, in the prince's fervice, has built them a pretty 
theatre. It is adorned with columns, which fupport nothing but a black board before 
thd'turtain, with the arms of the prince on it. Li pon the whole, knowledge feems to be 
more .diffufed here than it is at Munich. Though the governor is an ecclefiaftic, there 
are not near fo many cioifters, in proportion to the fiae of the two places, as in Bava¬ 
ria ; and the ecclefiaftics of this place are very advantageoully diftinguiihed from the 
others, by good manners, humility, au endeavour to live up to their Charafler, and other 
virtues. Government is likewife much better underftood here than it is at Munich. 
Too* much cannot be faid of the head of the prefent prince, but of his heart — I know 
nothing. He knous that he is not beloved by the SaltBburghers, and for that reafon 
neglcfts them, and fhuts hiinfelf Up. 1 believe the complaints made of him to be much 
too violent. They accufe ^im of fending above >oo,6o0 florins to his family at Vienna 
every year, and part of the ftates of the city, that is, almoft all the chapter of the cathe¬ 
dral, have brought afttons agaihft him, in the imperial court of Vienna, for taking tha 
ready money out of the cbelt, and filling it with paper, which they cannot change into 
caih. I do not know how far the chiufge made by thiii refpa£lable duipter may be well 
grounded; but it is ceriaiil, that he has difpUyed an Uncommon ef acutcneiii and 
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penetration, in his defence of himfelf. Several of the prefent canons were hoftile to him, 
from his firft coming to the archbiihopric, which they had entertained hopes of theniTelVes, 

. and which was procured for him by the Court of Vienna. Suppofing him, however, to 
rob the country of part of its property, it is certain that he difpofes of the reft to the l>ej| 
advantage. He lias founded feveral good feminaries of education. He is aot at all par¬ 
tial to his own order, as appears from his havipg taken away at a ftroke 100,000 florins* 
from the Augurtiuian mom;s. One half of this he put in his own pocket, the other 
half he has given to the public. As in every thing elie, fo alfo in his paffiou for hunt¬ 
ing, the only paffiou he has, he is extremely parfimonious. A batallion of the fineft 
foidiers I have hitherto beheld, difeiplined in the Auftrian manner, and the officers of 
which are attached to him, fecures him from all accidents. 

Every thing here breathes the air of pleafure and joy. They eat, drink, laugh, dance, 
fing, and gamble in the extreme; nor have I yet feen a place where you may have fo 
many different pleafures for fo little money. They converfe here upon religious and 
political topics with a freedom that does honour to the place; and with regard to books, 
you may have almoft every thing which the German preffes -produce, without any 
rellraint. ('ne of the reforts of pleafure is the garden of Hellbron, belonging to the 
prince, which is about three miles off', and where-they fell beer and wine. I’he molt 
remarkable thing, except fome very fine marble ftatues, is a very large park, in the midft 
of which is a hill. 

The univerfity of this place is kept up by the congregation of Benedidines, who fup- 
ply it with profeffors. ■ As having lludied here is a kind of requifite for preferment to 
the fubjedts of the Suabian prelates of the empire, it is a place of great refort for thefc ; 
but there are few ftudents befides thefe and the natives, though the chairs are filled with 
able men. Tju funds of the univerfity are indeed too finall to make it poffible for all 
the objeds, wmeh the literature of the prefent day embraces, to be properly taken care 
of. They do not amount in all to above 5000 florins, or 500I. per annum. 

I do not know what to fay about the national pride, for which thel’e people are fo 
much cenfured. With regard to myfelf, I refpedl whatever at aU contributes to the 
happinefs of mankind, how fmall and infignificant foever it may appear. How wretched 
ihould we be if we were to be robbed of the plcafiuit play of our fancies! The inhabi¬ 
tants of this country are extremely angry if you call them Bavarians. I had conceived 
to myfelf, that as their country is within that circle, they were as true Bavarians as the 
Wirtembergers are Suabians ; but I was toki that the comparifon with the Suabians did 
not hold, for that no particular part of Suabia is properly called Suabia; whereas the 
circle of Bavaria, taking its name from the dukedom which conflitutes the greateft part 
•of it, might as well have been called the circle of Saltzburg. All I can make out 
clearly from this is that the Saltzburghcrs will have nothing to do with the Bavarians, 
-whom they confider as infinitely inferior to them. Indeed it is true that there is a little 
more tafte, a little more fganidre vivrCy and a little lefs bigotry in this place than in B-o- 
varia; but the rating themfelves fo exceffively high, and degrading the Bavarians be¬ 
low the rank of wild beads, is undoubtedly owing to the good fairy Phantafy. At leaft 
the gentlemen and ladies ought to remember that if the horizon is a little clearer here 
at prefent than it is all around them, it is entirely owing to the prefent arebbifhop, who, 
with his holy rod, has difpelled the magic darknefs of fuperftition in his domains. A re¬ 
volution of the fame kind may raife the Bavarians much above what they now are in a 
Ihort time. Indeed there are ftill fymptoms enough here of the darknefs which totally 
overfpread the place fifteen or twenty years ago. The priibns allotted to ecclefiaftios 
Ju;ve in them a prieft, who, fome time fince, in order to imprefs his parflh with a greater 
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hatred of fin, and a greater fear of the devil, drefled up the fchool-maller of the place 
like i^elzebub, and in the midft of fervice called him up from a hiding-place he had 
provided for him, to bear witnefs to the truth. . ' ^ 

'I’his country is fingularly intereiling to a botanift, or mineralogifi:; but having^ the 
misfortune, unluckily, to be very little knovirn, the difeovery of the treafures contained 
' in it is rel'erved for futurity, when cithef' a man of genius lhall addift hirafelf to thefe 
purliiits, or the fwarrn of idle travellers who hover like cock-chafers alternately about 
the Appenines, the Alps, Etna, and the Pyreneans, fiiall at length for once take their 
flight to thefe parts, and by their ay excite fomc foreign genius to the talk. The Zil- 
lerthal is particularly rich in different forts of variegated ftones, and in many parts of the 
hills you meet with very fcarce European plants. In fine there is room for weaving 
many an hypouiefis on the plants of the hill?, on the work and produftiou of the waters 
in fhertij and on the revolutions of nature that may ftill be expeflcd. 

Before I diftnifs you I muff give you fomc account of a marquifate in the Holy Roman 
Empire, which hardly a geographer amongft us is acquainted with the exiftence of. It 
is the marquifate of Serchtolfgadcn, of which there is a fine view from the top of the 
Unfer.l>ergc, which is its limit to the north. It conlilts of a fmall narrow vale, encom- 
paffecl around with rocks, and hardily contains three thoufand fouls. The place is bro* 
ken by fome lakes, and the lower part of the hills is covered with deep woods. A few 
days ago, we had an excellent dinner in one of the large iflands of the lake, made up 
of fim we had caught in it, fomc exquifite vcnlfon, and Tyrol wine.-—Mark, that 
there is no deficieiicj of cooks in the molt diftant and fequeftered nooks of this Country. 

The nature of this country being favourable neither to agriculture nor pafture, the 
inhabitants have given themfelves to works of art, which fail mankind in no part of the 
earth, and are mighty and powerful enough to turn the hardeft ftones iHto bread. It is 
in thefe remote vallics that they make the greateft part of the toys with wiiich Nurenberg 
and Augftmrg carry on fo confiderablc a trade. The horfes with fpurs, little rafps, 
cuckows, wooden niannakins, rats, and mice, and all the play-things for little children j 
alfo the crucifixes, draw quadrille boxes, powder and pomatum boxes, and all the play¬ 
things for great cbildreri; in a word, the greater part of the articles which go amongft 
us under the name of German toys, conic out of this gulph. It is a pi-etty fight enough 
to behold two or three families gathered together in a hut, and to fee the great plump 
hands of the farmers occupied in j‘,iving a finilli to the fmalieft articles. There is occu¬ 
pation for the grey-headed, as w'cil as for prattling infancy. The very fmall price fdt 
which the makers part with thefe commodities, makes it impoftiblc for them to accu¬ 
mulate riches; but they have enough, and are happy with it. Thefe good people little 
think that their procludions are brought to us, and that the Spaniards drive a very pro¬ 
fitable trade with thcin in both the Indies. A fmall part of thefe people alfo occupy 
themfelves in fait making; butasitmuft all be carried through Bavaria, w hich abounds 
in the commodity, they'part with it for a fong. In this article they fuller much from r 
powerful neighbour on the Saltzburg fide; for Saltzburg has extended its fait mines far 
beyond the limits that part the two countries; ai»^ though the marquis has made feveral 
remonltrances, no body lias attended to his complaints. 

Befides this country, thc«marquis of Beriochfgaldm poffeffos fome eftates id Auftrii ' 
and Bavaria; the vAlue of which altogether may amount to about 60,000 guilders per 

annum; but the diftipation of former marquifles has occafioned the contraftion' of a 
large debt. 
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LETTER XVII. 

I SAILED hither from Saltzburg, on the Saitza and Inn. Water joumics have great 
allurements for nie, from the variety of com|>ahy one generally meets with in them.' 
The veflel was very full as far as Burghaufen. Here a great part of my companions got 
out to go on a pilgrimage to the neighbouring Ottingen. The pilgrims confifted ot a 
great number of young perfons of both fexes, who feemed to have far other puij)ofes 
than thofe of expiating their old offences. As we fpent the night together at the inn at 
Burghaufen, I had opportunity enough to fee that there would be a great weight added 
to the former load. 

There ftill remained company enough on board for my entertainment. I met with no 
great entertainment from fome Auftrian recruits, and feme ftudents who were going 
away for the vacation; but zgmdige frau^y from Saltzburg, who was going to Victtna, 
with a view of getting into a cook's or chambermaid’s place, which ner rank, did not 
fufferhertoacce]^ of in her own country, made up to me, and was very good company. 
This good girl fo entirely won my heart Iw her ingenuity, her tafte, her good heart, and 
her variety of knowledge, that I deiired (he would call upon me at Vienna, and let me 
know in what I could ferve her. A young woman, who leaves home for the tirfl: time, 
muff fed herfelf fadly diffreffed in the midH; of a large city. 

'We paffed the boundaries that part Auftria and Bavaria. The fmall part of Bavaria 
to our right, which has lately come into the poffeffion of the Auftrians, does not make 
more than thirty-eight German miles, and hardly contains fixty thoufand men. The re¬ 
venue it furniflies is about 18,000 rix-dollars, fo that it hardly feems worth the eighth 
part of the expence wWch Auftria has been at in the attempt to gain it. The views, mw- 
ever, which this court had in this undertaking, are far more extenfive than was thought,^' 
by the court of Verfailles, where (he whole was conGdered as a difpute about a nut(hell» 
This is not the ftrft time that the King of Pruftia has been obliged to apprife our wife 
minifter of the confequences which uie fteps of certain courts would draw after them, 
confequences which would otherwife certainly have been ovt^looked. When the Court 
of Auftria found the King of Pruftia as formidable an adverfary with his pen as with his 
fword, and were compelled by the light given to Ruflia, to have recourfe to negociation, 
they pretended that they wanted to make the Inn under Waffenburg the limit betwixt 
Bavaria and their dominions, and from thence to penetrate into Bohemia by the Ifer, 
the Danube, and the Upper Palatinate; and in return for this they propofed to cede 
Ibme of their poffeftions in Suabia, to the Court of Munich. Our minifter the Baroa 
de Breteuil would gla^ have confented to this exchange; but the accurate knowledge 
which the King of Prum had of the advantages and fituation of thefe countries, enabled 
him to open the eyes of our court and of Ruifia. He fliewed them that Auftrian Suabia 
could be na eqmvalent for a great part of Bavaria, becaufe the income which the Auf¬ 
trian country yielded was already the* Jbigheft that could be got from it; whereas the 
lands in Bavaria, confidering the bad cultivation of them at that time, might eaGly be 
made capable of {Hoducing much more than what they were eftimated at. He (hewed 
them that Auftria would a conftdentble gainer by the exchange, which would effedu-' 
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•ally put it in pofleffionr of Bavaria, by giving it the falt-pits at Reichefiiall, and the trade 
for ^ SaUzburg falts; that by this means it would not only poflefs itfelf of the remain¬ 
der of Bavaria, but render Suabia, and a great part of Switzerland dependant on it fbr 
a very important commodity; that Saltzburg and PaiTau would, in faft, though not in 
^appearance, become dependant on the Court of Vienna, and that finally the Palatinate, 
retrained as it already is by the poffeiUgns of Auftria on all fides of it, would have no 
power at all, and be entirely unable to make any efforts whatever, 

Thefe reprefentations were attended with fuch effect, that the Emperor was obliged 
to put off the making his German dminiomSquare^ to a more favourable opportunity. I 
am of. opinion, however, that fooner or later Bavaria muft bow to the Auftrian yoke, 
however reluftant it may be to the operation. As a citizen of the world, and a mend 
to mankind, who, when the fate of a large country is at ftake, always confider more the 
advantage of ray fellow creatures than anyothercircumflance whatever, I wl£h that this 
alteration may foon take place. A much better government thtm they at prefent have, 
or are likely to poffefs whilfi: they remain a feparate people, would not put the Bavarians 
in ppffeflion of the advantages they may expe£l from the uniting with Auftria; the na¬ 
tural confequences of which will be certain peace, a much more extenfive outlet for all 
their count^ produces, and the enjoyment of many thills which Providence has denied 
to them, but bellowed plentifully upon Aulhria. Now, if you add to all thefe perma¬ 
nent and perpetual blefliugs, the prefent good to beexpefled from the fyffem of govern¬ 
ment adopted by the family which.now fits on the Imperial throne, the wdl wiihers 
of Bavaria cannot, help hoping to fee the pretenfions of that court enforc^ by a 
mightier arm. 

Paffau is a very miferable, and thofe parts only excepted which lie about the Danube, 
and near the refidcnce of the Prince, a very ill built tovm. It relies for fubfiffence on 
thecourt, (the income of which is efiimated at about aao,ooo florins, or 3a,oool.)and 
on the canons, whofe benefices are fome of the fatteft in dl Germany. A ftall here is 
‘ fuppofed to be worth more than 3000 florins per annum; whereas thofe of SaUzburg 
are not worth more that a6oo. But befides this, it is to be confidered that almofl every 
canon poffeffes two, three, or four prebends, and is a member of one or more of die 
Chapters of Saltzburg, Augfljurg, Ratifbon, and other places j fo that there are few 
canons in Germany whofe incomes are not more than 5000 florins per annum. The 
iixhabitants of thefe feveral holy cities are all much alike, as drinking and wenching are 
their great occupations } and the poverty and good humour, which feldom forfake thpfc 
who are thusaddiSed, render them affable, obfequious, and humble. The cathedral is 
a fine Gothic building, which well deferves to be feen. The jurifdidbion of the Bilhop, 
who is dependant only on the Pope, extends almofl; to Vienna, bat his authority in Auf- 
tria is already very much limited. In time it will be confined to his own doors, as the 
Imperial Court (to judge by what it hqs already done on the fide of Venice) feems de. 
termined to render its territory independent as may be, of all foreign fpiritual jurif- 
diftion. There are fine china manfiL&ures and potteries in this country} the produce 
of the former is carried as far as the Rhine. • 

Some writere upon Switzerland have contended that the Danube rifes in this cdun- 
?* 7 * ™ Suabia. Their principal reafon for faying fo is, that where the Inn 

joins fHe Danube at this place, the firft of thefe two ftreams has a greater body of water 
than the other. Suppofe for a moment the faft to be true, ftill it would be a difpute of 
words; for who will refufe the ^ub^ the privilege of calling a river by whatever name 
it4>leafes ? Let it be called what it wU at its fource, the river Brege in rae Black Foreft, 
which when it meets the Danube ispertainly much the brgeftof the two, is neverthelcfs 
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obliged to give up its name to it;—but the very plea on which the Swifs ground their 
pretenfions is only a deception. It is irapoffible to take a very fmall part of any river 
I'roin a given place for the full meafure of its greatnefs. The difference of foil in the 
bed, a flronger llreain, and a variety of other circumftances make the inafs of water in 
a river very different at different places. Here, when the Danube meets the Inn, the 
former is cramped uphy hills ; whereas the other running free is of courfe much wider. 
But the Danube contains far more water upon equal ground, and far above Ratiibon, 
before it has received the great rivers Allmuh, Nob, Regen, and Zier, is already a much 
mightier river than the li-n, v bich does not gain a great de;il by the accelfiou of the very 
unltcady and irregular Saliz.i, betwixt Walfenburg and Infpruck. Without doubt,, 
therefore, Suabia has the honour of being the birth place of the mighty Danube, with 
which only the Volga amongft the European rivers can rneafurc itfelf. If you come now 
to compare the whole courfc of the two rivers (which join here), from the fource to the 
place of meeting, the Inn, by reafon of its windings, certainly runs over more ground, 
but it is not to be compared with the Danube for width. Till it comes under Chuff- 
ftcin the Inn flows in a vary narrow valley; whereas the Danube domineers over the 
whole plain of Suabia and Bavaria. The Iller and the Lech, by having run into the 
Danube during a long way, foon become as confiderable as the Inn is at Infpruck. This 
lall river being confined to a ve] y narrow valley receives no nouriflunent but from fmall 
ilreams j whilll the Danube gathers all the fatnefs of one of the nchefl lands poflible in 
water, during a length of upwards of forty, and a breadth of twenty miles. 

The courfe I have hitherto purfued in my journey through Germany has carried me 
through three large plains rcfpcftively watered by the Rhine, the Necker, and the Da¬ 
nube. The firll of thefe is bounded by the Bogcfian hills and the Black Eorelt, which 
run parallel from north to fouth. By the Black Forefl it is covered from the cold caft; 
wdnds, and the different arms of thefe parallel hills Hkewife defend it from the ungen¬ 
tle influences of the iiortlt. It enjoys an even and temperate climate, which allows the 
vineyards to ripen admirably. The plain of the Necker is of the fame temperature as 
this lall: But the immenfe })lain of the Danube lies expofed to the blaft of every wind 
under heaven. The greatefl part of it is expofed to the north and north-eafl, as is vi¬ 
sible by the courfe of the rivers Iller, Lech, and the Ifer. Here Father Bacchus’s power 
can avail nothing againfl the fiercenels of Boreas and the north. Many attempts have 
been made to plant vinos on the Ifer and Danube below Rafifbon, but hitherto they have 
only produced grapes for eating j 1 bolic^vc that this whole tracl of country is too full 
oF wood and water for the vine to ripen in it. But after all, what was Suabia and the coun¬ 


try about the Rhine in the times of Tacitus ? Little did the Romans think that the vine 
could grow in Germany. Dili they not even doubt whether fruit could grow there ? 
And yet Suabia now produces lordly vines, which niay dii'pute for excellence with the 
Falemian and all the Roman wines; anff lhc ftill wilder Bavaria has plenty of good com. 

Thefadt is, that the air of a country changes with the cultivation ; the drying up of 
marlhes renders it warmer. The evaporation, too, occafioned by numbers who live to¬ 
gether, may work on the air. No doubt but in time (till more fuccefsful experiments 
with the grape will be made in Bavariar The Hopes of the hills on the left fide of the 
Danube, betwixt this place and Ratifbon, promife a good place to plant the vine, in, as 
they are well guarde4 from the noxious winds; and the wine which is aftually made ia 
the country about Paffau, truly merits the name of wine. 

Thh; large vale of the Danube, which at this place is covered to the right by the arm 
of Bavaria, and to the left by tlte Styrian hills, produces Hkewife the beft kind of corn. 
It would vi^ry cafily uourlflt as many men again as it aflually does. Ciom often fo 
r S cheap 
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eBeap in Bavaria, as hardly to pay the farmer for the trouble of raifing it: one hundred 
and feventy pounds of rye are frequently fold for about two florins. 

Navigation is by no means fo well underftood in this country as it is upon the upper 
Rhine; they do not yet underftand how to fail according to the diredion of the river. 
Moft of the veflTels which go by here come from Ratiibon and Ijjlm: they are without 
decks or mails ; they are built only of fir boards, and are fold again either at Vienna or 
clfewhere. The Emperor has promifed great rewards to fuch mailers of veflels as will 
build their veflTels like thofe on the -Rhine; but in this as in every thing elfe, it is 
difficult to make the mechanical part of the public tread the track they have aiot been 
accuftomed to. 

As the navigation of the upper parts of the river is not yet eftabliiheJ, there is often 
a want of horfes at particular ilages, fo that you are frequently obliged to hire horfes 
for the whole journey, though there are feveral places in which you might do very well 
without them. The vefl'cls'on the Rhine have the convenience of being able to go fome- 
tiraes with two and fonietimes with fix horles, according as the wind and ilreams happen 
to be favourable. They are obliged for this to the conflant navigation of the river, which 
enables the people who inhabit the ihore to have hackney horfes at fmall dktances from 
each other. Some of thele obilacles will fall away of themfelves as foon as the com¬ 
merce of the country about the Danube grows more confiderable ; the lafgcfl fhip 
which goes from this place to Vienna carries 2000 quintals, which is about the load 
of a two-mailed velTel. Farewell. 


LETTER XVIII. 

Lintz. 

I WAITED at PaiTau for the veifel that goes every week from Ratiflion, and meant 
, to have gone as far as Vienna in her; but the people flopt fo often in the calmeft wea¬ 
ther, under pretence of fearing an approaching ftorm, that my patience was quite worn 
out. I could very well fee that their true motive in flopping thus often, was to get rid 
of fome of their contraband goods in the fmall places on the coail. Befidcs this, my 
company had bat fmall charms for me ; it confifled of a number of mechanics, who 
worked their paiTage, and of farmers’ daughters who were going to Vienna for a fervicc.- 
Many of thefe were obvioully with child, and feemed to have left their country in order 
to be delivered, w'ith lefs ihameand expence, in the hofpital at Vienna. Auftria is ge¬ 
nerally fupplied with a plentiful number of recruits of this kind from this fide. Such 
fociety not being at all to my mind, and on the other hand the city of Lintz, with the 
country round, prefenting a fair profpedl of amulbment, I could not refill the temptation 
of giving up a few days to become better acquainted with it. 

At Engellhallzell our baggage was fearched. Every thing was conduced in the bell 
order pofliblc,and with*a great deal of gentlenefs; the putting the tulloni-houle feals 
to the merchandize of our velfcl took up a whole day. It is ftlll a riddle to me how 
the Ihip’s company contrived to pal's their contt^fband commodities (of the cxiflence of 
which 1 was well aflured); for the cuftom-houfe officers did not appear to me to be of a 
fort to fuffer themfelves to be bribed: as for me, the fcarchers direcled th: ir whole at¬ 
tention to my books ; they took away from me Young’s Night I'houghts, wiiieli I had 
purchafed out of compaflion from a poor ftudent at^Saltzburg, but fuffered Gibbrui’s 
Works to pafs. You know the laft. The firft is an excellent chriftian, but his’ invec¬ 
tive, not againfi; the catholics in general, but againfl thofe only v.’ho would not :i!i v,v 
hiinto bury his child, has placed him amongfl theMachiavdfjSpinozas, and Bolinjvbiok; 
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How ridiculous a thing does every index expurgator^us in the world appear* ^Iteu one 
fees, as one often does, that the bare title often damns a bookjf and when Gnecof&ft* 
ders, that no college of cenfors upon earth is equal to the talk of reading over ,all the 
books that come out, fo as to be able to give timely orders for ftopping them on the 
frontiers of the county. Gibbon is a declared enemy to religion, and yet has been able 
to make his way into Auftria! 

In truth this is the only weak part of the Imperial government. The prohibition of 
books only ferves to raife their price in the country. In Switzerland as well as at In- 
fpruck, Saltfburg, and many other places, I was allured that large quantities of forbidden 
books were every year introduced into Auftria from this fide of the frontier. Officers 
of the firft rank, prefidents, and counfellors, take a fliare in this trade j nor has the pro* 
hibition any other effed than making a Bailc’s Didionary (for in (lance) the true price 
of which is five guineas, fell at Vienna for too thalers; and for this price you may luive 
enough of them. No doubt the fame trade is carried on, from the Saxon and Sileftan 
fidesof the .country. 

As foon as you let your foot on Auftrlan ground you begin to find that another fyftem 
of government prevails from what you have lately been accuftomed to fee. 

The farmers’ houfes, their clothing, their tools, their agriculture, every thing about 
them is better than in Bavaria. Yefterday I faw fome farmers going to market in ca- 
ladies. They had all the appearance of rich Englilh, or North-Holland farmers* Thdr 
looks, their well fed horfes, and their whole apparatus, belroke a degree of opulence, 
which thrir long, brown, but very neat coats, their large Inoes without bucUes, and 
their lar^ fhort cut hats, did not feem to promife. They call thefe farmers here, lan» 
ders, and their great numbers do the iegiflature much credit. You meet, indeed, now 
and then with beggars, who folicit your compalTion for a bride or bridegroom juft mar¬ 
ried ; but this is more a compliance with an old eftabliflied cuftom of the country than 
a matter of neceffity* 'Hie large grey or black felt hats, as well as thnr whole clothing, 
make the farmer’s daughters look very handfome. 

Upper Auftria is ihut out from the frudifying weft and fouth winds by laige lulls, 
and even the cleanfmg north is forbid entrance by the Bohemian mountains. Only the 
eaft has free entrance into it; nor can a country that has fo much water be otherwife 
than very moift. The number of hills and woods too are very unfavourable to agriculture, 
fo that the riches of the country confift chiefly in paftures, in fait, and apples, th$ quw- 
tjty of which fupplies the want of wine. 

The fituation of Lintz, which is the capital of thb country, is extremely beautiful. 
From Schlofsberg, which is on the weft fide of the city, you command a magnificent 
view of an immenfe plain to the right of the Danube. This is terminated to the foufti 
by the lofty hills of Styria, whofe heads often top the clouds. The city, which is on 
this fide the Danube, rifes dire£lly over againft you, like a magnificent amphitheatre. 
The femidrcle of beautiful high hills, by which it is encompafled, extended to the 
nube. The deep white ground of thefe hills is thick covered with villages and houfes, 
and ainidft the hanging woods on the ^fide, there are fome caftles which make a very 
fine appearance. / 'The majeftic Danube gives ftill more grandeur, life, uid variety to 
this b^udful prorpe£l. . 

The city is very handfome. It is built almoft entirely of freeftone. There « fo much 
induft^, happinefs, and profperity, among the eleven thoufand inhabitants who dwell in 
it, as to mate the Bavarian cities apjpear like fo many poor-houfes, in comparifon of it. 
There are feveral cpnfiderable manuiadures here, and the trade of the c|ty is very exten- 
five. There is very good company to be met with amongft the numerous and poliflied 

lo nobility, 
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nc^iUtv^ officers who are conftantly quartered here, and thefeverd profeiTorsof the 

place. The city is open on ail fides, and the town and country feetn fo united, that, if 
my fpirtt of knight errantry would allow it, I would pitch my tent, and lay up my tra- 
veiling haff here. The nobility of the pIsK cfaiei^ confifts of families, whofe incomes 
are t(» finall to aHow of their living creditably at Vienna. One advantage, which arifes 
from this fe, that they abate much of the hauteur^ which renders the converfatten of the 
Upper German nobiity jn general fo unbearable. 

l%e young women of this place have much better manners, more reading, and arc in 
all refpefis better qualified to appear with advantage in fociety than the Bavarian dames*, 
but they lofe in body what they gain m mind. TTieir general want of colour, and their 
laded looks, m which are fo ilrong a contrail to the ammated open countenances of the 
others, are commonly attributed to the wafers, and damp of the place; but I am of 
opinion that the evil lies elfewhere. A large garrifon feldom contributes to the health 
of young women. The drefs of the women of the lower rank is the handfomeft I have 
ever feen. Their conllitudons feem to be very warm, which explains the flirivelled fiate 
of their bodies. 

The treatment of ftrangers here does not cofrefpond with the foftnefs and gentlenefs 
of manner which the Auftrian government aflumes in every thing elfe. We were car¬ 
ried like prifoners from the veffel to the guard-room, where I was obliged to wait above 
half an hour, in a (linking room, before the officer, who had the appearance of an in- 
quifitoF, had examined the feveral mechanics, and was at leifure to expedite my palT- 
port. This gentleman feemed to me to have it much more at heart to make recruits, 
than to recommend himfelf to bis fuperiors by his good treatment of flrangers. # 
Happening to have left my tobacco-box on board, I took a walk in fearch of if, 
through a very pleafant country, to the place where I knew the veffel mull Hop. I 
arrived juft as fome lower officers, with very fierce and furly countenances, were got on 
v^board, once more to vilit the mechanics, who imagined they had been difpatched at 
Lintz. They took away two Bohemians, under the pretence that the natives were not 
allowed to go from one province to another without a fpeciad permiflion. The men 
were indeed foon releafed on fhewing thrir paffes, but in the interval the, veffel had 
fitiled, and the men were obliged to walk fevml miles before they could come up with 
it again. The obje£l of the fmdiers was certakily to oblige thefe good people, by thdr 
delay, 10 enlift. A traveller ia France, be his rank what it may, has no impediments 
of this kind to apprehend. As foon as his pafs is fealed, and his trunk fearched, nothing 
more can ftop hm. I was Handing this morning on the banks of the river, to fee thenv 
unload a veffel from Ulm, on board which I mean to take my paffage to-morrow. 
Amongft the paflfengers were two of our countrymen, the one an elderly man, who was 
going to Vienna to get his bread as a language nufter; the other a frifeur. A fer- 
jeant, with his bayonet fixed, afked (hem for their paft, which he tore out of their 
hands, with a ferocity I was not at all furprifed at, becaufe I knew it was natural to him. 
The language mailer viras offended at it, and muftered all his German togethdf| ia order 
to midce the foldier fenfible of his importance. .Though the ferjeant could not make a 
woid out of what the poor Frenchman would have faid, yet the nvzcity of the manner 
having made him conjedure mull be fomething not fufficiently refpeflful, he igave the 
other a punch in the ribs trith the bayonet. On this, the Frenchman appealed to die 
fpedlators, and told them, that people were not thus treated in his country; bpt the 
only anfwer he got for this rmnonft^ce, was from one of the mob^ who advifed him, 
if that was the cafe, in future to ftay at home. Such treatment does not prepoffefs a 

uranger^ 
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ni'anger, who happens to have no opportunity of feeing better compst^y, Wfiih a teff 
favourable opinion of the country. • ■ - ; 

Remonflrances in general are but ill received here. The omnipotent ftick is ever 
ready to aiifwer intenogatories} and a man foon perceives, in every occurrence, that 
he is come into a military government, the foundation of which is abolute fubordination. 
It is true, that perfons of a certain rank are not expol'ed to this; but what then ? It 
appears to me, that w'hatever be the condition, or ftation; man owes to man good will 
and civility. Amongil Us the leaft foldier is open to remonftrance, and anfwers it as 
well as he is able. . Every body feems eager to (heW the ftrangfer that they take intorefk 
in his fate, that they are glad to fee him in their country, artd that they have a pride in 
giving him as good an opinion of them as poffiblc. The reafon why we were treated with 
more civility at Engelhahzcl, is, becaul'e it is a froniier towni and there arc no troops 
quartered there, on account of the fear there is of defertiem ; fo the civil officers are 
obliged to give good words : but here, when the air rclbunds with the ftrokes of the 
corporal’s ilick, every look of the lowcll fervant muft be confidered as a command.— 
Brother, in what regards politenefs and humanity, a Frenclrman has a right to be proud. 
This is no prejudice. In the other nations of Europe, civility is confined within the 
very fmall circle of the higher orders j but wc muft do our common people the honour 
to allow that it is by no means fo with us. As for the boafted freedom of fpeech of 
fome of our neighbours, it is often no more than a ferocity, and wildnefs of manner, 
produced by a vei^ bad education. 

Our boat was built after the model of Noali’s ark; it had no window's to it, was 
decked all over, and the men, beafts, merchandize, and vermin, were packed up toge¬ 
ther in it without any diflimftion. The quarterdeck fupplied the place of a cabin. 

A high pile of chefts of fugar formed the inner wall of this, and on one fide of it 
there was a little opening left, which they called a window, but through which there 
hardly came light enough to ffiew that it was day. There was another opening made 
on the fide of the foredeck length-ways, about the middle of the vcflel, not large enough 
to let a dove ily in with an olive branclj. Through this, with very imminent danger of 
life, tve were obliged to do our necellities. 

As there w'as no outlet to thefc cloacSf uorpny cabin boys on hoard to clean them, you 
may conceive wluil balfamic exhalations every now and tiien filled the boat, cl’pecially 
as it liappened to be uneoninionly full of pafl'engers. 1 lay for the greateft part of the 
Vme ftre;ehLd out on the roof of this ark, but was forced to cling very clofo to the edge 
of it, that I might Jiot be plunged into the water, by the leaft motion anting from the 
change of the rudder, or by running on ground. It is, I afture you, no fmall exercife 
ro f( cure thi' feet propel ly in ihefe expeditions. The beautiful profpeft 1 enjoyed made 
the journey tolerable. From Palfau hither, the banks of the Danube are covered with 
the hills which furround the plains of Auftria. * I’hefe hills ftand in general fo near 
each other, that it is only in a very few places that you can call the fpace between them 
a plain ; Hi many places they hang over the river like broken walls. Notwithftandiiig 
this, the fliores are well inhabited and Avcnderfully cultivated. It is true, that between 
Lintz and this place, which are diftant from each other^twenty-eight German miles, 
you meet with no great cities, but there arc many fmall ones, and a great number of 
villages and meadows, all vvliich fliew that the inhabitants are much at their eafe», 

What aijerded me the greateft pleafure was the winding of the river; fometimes we 
coafted along vRllies encompaffed with hills, the Hopes of which were gentle enough to 
admit of cultivation to the very top. 'J’hc fore-ground of the btautiful perfpeftive ex- 
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hibited <?ith<;r A well cultivated, village or a large meadow, the white ot which contrafted 
fingularfy v^b the dark groves of the broken mountain behind. And now the boat comes 
nearer and nearer to this place, which llmts in the whole profpeft, and feems to fwim 
upon the water; liow we are only a hundred paces diftant from it, without being able 
to difeover on what fide the ftream will wind out of the vale. We fear to run aground 
on the walls of a town, or to put into the fti-eets of a village, when at once a profped 
of a quite different kind opens to our right} the river turns by a fliarp corner out of 
the clear vale, into a narrow, wild, obfeure glen. This is like being carried at once 
out of mid-day into the darkeft night; for the perpendicular high hills and groves on 
each fide do not fuffer the day to break through. But the back-ground is covered by 
a thick darknefs, which hardly allows of diftinguifiiing the tops of the high hills from 
the deep blue of the (ky.. The fore ground is filled with a dark grey, which agrees 
wonderfulljr with the colour and figure of the hills and woods. No noife breaks the 
ftillnefs which reigns in this folitary vale, fave the far-founding ftroke of a wood-cutter in 
a neighbouring wood, or the fong of fome bird. And now we are approaching the end 
of this frightful profpeft, and expefl to be reftored to day through lome fubterraneous 
paffage, but the feenery grows darker and darker, and the way we are to get out appears 
more and more a riddle to us: with anxious looks wc feek for an opening in the rocks, 
by which we are imprifoned on all fides;—when lo! as if by a ftroke of a fairy’s wand, 
there opens a chearful landfcape on the left, to the fight of which we are introduced 
through a narrow gulph. Our raviftied eyes now wander over the .beautiful hilla, the 
various woods, the numberlefs villages, the caftles and country houfes, the vineyards and 
gardens, which during a long tra£t are reflefted by the river. In this manner the prof- 
peft is always changing, the variety being fuch as leaves you more to expeft in every 
change, and always gives more than it had promifed. 

I had two adventures on board of this conveyance, which turned out like the famous 
wind-mill bufinefs of the renowned Don Quixote. 1 am almoft alhamed to give an ac¬ 
count of them. In my way here, through Ulm and the other cities, I had heard fo 
much of the danger of paffing the fall and whirlpool of the Danube, that I had thought 
of throwing you and Nannette into no fmall terrors, by the deferipdon of the perils I 
had undergone. But you may now be at reft, my dear children, tjhough I fhould have 
this Scylia and Charibdis to encounter a hundred times. The fall is a fpot in which th«e 
river, having been confined for a time betwixt two high hills, breaks with an impetuous 
noife 6ver a wall of rocks, which meet it dire£i:ly in its courfe. This founds very terri¬ 
ble ; but towards the right fide of the river, the ftream has worn thefe rocks fo much, 
that even at this time, when the water is lower than ever it was known to be in the me¬ 
mory of man, the largeft veffel may fail over, without being expofed to any danger. 
Pollibly, fome hundred years ago, there might have been fom'e riik, and this may have 
made this place fo famous in all the fouthern parts of Germany, and in all the relations 
of voyage writers and geographers j but at pr^feiit there is a great noife about nothing, 
and the inceffant flowing of the ftream will foon do away even the name of this frightf ul 
place. The country about the fall is wild and romantic to a degree. A broken rock, 
in appearance like a fquare tower, ftands about twenty paces from the fliorc, in the midft 
of the roaring flood. The common paffage is betwixt thi* rock and the fhore. They 
have erefted a crofs on this natural caftle, to which the travellers addrefs their prayers: 
it makes a very pifturefque appearance amidft the wild briars that furround it. Upon 
the whole, I was much more amufed with the beauties of the country, than frightened 
with the danger of the place. 
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We left the whirlpool *, which is met with foon after the fall, about twelve to Hfteen 
paces on the right, without being affefted by any of its undulations. Commonly there 
is room for more veffels than one to pafs betwixt it and the fhore, without ally danger: 
fo that when the mafter carries his paffcngers through it, it is only done to imprefs them 
with needlcfs terrors. When the water is deepeft and ftrongeft, it cannot fuck in a 
veflel carrying a moderate burthen; but is only dangerous to the fmall craft which obfti- 
nately perfift in going through it. As far as I could fee, it is not above twenty feet in 
circumference. To ium uj) all, neither of thefe places are as dangerous as many parts 
of the Mofeilc, the Maefe, the Rhone, the Loire, and the Rhine, which yet are com¬ 
monly paffed by without any apprehenfions. 

A great variety of circumltances concur to excite an idea of danger in both thefe parts 
of the Danube. Low mechanics are fond of fpeaking of them, and magnifying the 
danger, that they may increafe their own importance in having gone through it. Others 
more fimple, who come to the place with ftrong conceits of what they are to meet with 
there, are I'o ftruck with the wildnefs of the profpeft, and the roaring of the water, that 
they begin to quake and tremble before they have feen any thmgBut the mailers of 
veffels are thole who moll effedually keep up the impofition. They make the paffages 
a pretence for railing the price of the freight, and when you are pall them, the Iteerl- 
man goes round with his hat in his hand to collefl money from the paffengers, as a re¬ 
ward for having conduced them fafely through luch perilous fpots. When our mafter 
(who yet very well knew how much it was for his imereft to keep up the credit of his 
monfters) faw how little attention I paid to them, he affured me, in confidence, that 
during the twenty years he had failed the Danube, he had not heard of a fingle acci¬ 
dent. There is infinitely more danger from the many wooden bridges which the vef- 
ftls mull nccell'arily pafs through. The arches of thel'e are, for the moll part, fo clofe 
to each other, that there is hardly room enough for a large veffel to pafs betwixt them. 
The common palfage-boat, which has tr-nvellcrs and valuable wares on board, has nothing 
to fear, both becaufe the fides of thefe veffels are fo high, that they cannot eafily Ihip 
water, and becaufe the people belonging to the velfel, and who are to aniwer for the 
goods, take care that they lhall not be expofed to danger j but from the inn at Stein, 
w'here we Hopped to take a view of the cloifter of Molk, and the country round about 
us, vve faw three Ihips laden with wood fink under the bridge. The few failors which 
were on board jumped into a when-y, and endeavoured to take in as much of the wood, 
with which the Danube is covered on every part, as they could. The fides of thefe 
ftiips are hardly more than a few inches higher than the furface of the river, and the 
leaft joftle they meet with tnakes them ftiip water enough to fink them. 

The gatherers of wood are miferable people, who can get nothing by any handicraft. 
Their wretched lliips are of no value, and in cafe of accidents, the men can always fave 
themfelves on board the fmall boats, whFch they have in tow for,the purpofe. Moll of 
the mifearriages arc to be aferibed to their wantonnefs. 

Throughout the whole of this journey, we met with very good and very cheap inns. 
There are no men waiters in thefe parts‘ but their duty is done by young women, who 
feem ready for more ferviceS-than one. I’here reigns throughout an exceffive cleanli- 
nefs, and a high degree of eafe and profperity. 

Paris by no means ftrikes the eye fo magnificently as Vienna does, when you approach 
the latter by the river. At a diftance of a few miles you firft difeover the high tower 
of St. Stephens, in a narrow vale, through which the ftream winds. The windings eff 

The German words are, Wirbel and Strindel, They probably mean one and the fame thing. 

the 



RIESBECK’s travels through GERMANY. 67 

the vale foon remove the tower from the eyes of the traveller, who ftill looks eagerly for 
the place where the immenfe pyramid, now vanilhed, pointed out to him the habitation 
of the C»fars. Soon after, high hills covered with vineyards clofe up this vale, when to 
the left there opens an immenfe plain, in which, by degrees, the traveller difcovers a 
part of the city : the right is covered with hills, partly wooded, and partly cultivated, 
which come down to the river. The magnificence of this beautiful fpot is much im- 

E roved by the royal cloifter of Neuburg. At length you come to a ftrait rock, which 
angs almoft down upon the flood below. On the top of this there is a cloilier, and at 
the bottom the beauteous village of Rufdorff, which you almoft take for one of the fub- 
urbs of Vienna. When once you have paffed the rock, the capital occupies the whole 
horizon. Its feveral parts commend thcmfelves the more to the eye, from their being 
at great diftances from each other, and many of them fituated on high eminences. The 
number of large buildings, the noife that broke upon my ears from all fides, and the 
foreft, as it were, of houfes, made my heart beat, notwithftanding all the pains 1 could 
take to think of Horace’s Nil Admirari. 

When we landed, my trunks underwent another fearch by the cuftom houfe officers. 
This paffed over without any difagreeable circumftances, as they did not take the trou¬ 
ble to infpeft my pockets, which 1 bad filled with forbidden books. The journey from 
Lintz hither lalted fix days, though it is commonly performed in two. The reafon al- 
figiied by the failors was the ufual one of contrary winds; but I knew the true caufe to 
be, the contraband goods they had on board. The journey from Ratifbon hither cofts 
two ducats; one of which pays your paffage, and the other your provifions, which con- 
fift of frtfli fifh, fait meat, and fome vegetables. When the weather is fine, you may 
fleep on board without inconvenience. Cheap however as this journey of fifty-fix Ger¬ 
man miles feems to be at firft fight, I did not find iny account in it; the ft'equent and 
long ftoppages of the fliip obliging me to live much on fliore, and to fpend my time and 
money at inns. 

The beft way, when you are fortunate enough to meet with company at Ulin or Ra¬ 
tifbon, is to purchafe a fmall decked veffel, which you may have for fixty or feventy 
guilders, and which will hold fifteen or fixteen people. The veffel may be fold again at 
Vienna, often with profit, and you perform your journey in four, five, or at moft fix 
days^ whereas a common veffel is fourteen, and often fixteen days in going the jour¬ 
ney. ' Three or four failors and a good fteerfman will think themfelves ftifficiently paid 
for their trouble, if, w'hen you come to your journey’s end, you give them the veffel. 

m 

LETTER XIX. 

YOtT have no idea, dear brother, of the trouble I had to provide myfelf with a pro¬ 
per habitation. I i^in about the city three whole days with my laqmis de place, before 
I could get houfed. It is not here as at Paris, where there is an office in every part of the 
city, giving an account of what houfes or lodgings are to let, and for what price. Here 
every owner of a houfe puts up a bill before his, door, ftating very circumftantially what 
rooms he has empty. As the houfes confift of five or fix ftories, and each ftory has an 
owner, who may have a room or an apartment vacant, you often find the doors, of the 
houfes plaftered all over with advertifements, and may be near half an hour reading, 
before you get the information you want to arrive at. 

The firft room I faw was up four pair of flairs. The looks of it did not difpleafe me; 
but as foon as I heard that the owner was a Gnadige Herr, I faid in French to my laquais, 
** Away, I will'have nothing to do with a gnadige kerr, who has half of his Ured habi- 
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taribn to underlet.” The next houre I went into, I mounted up fix pair, of iEairs. 
When 1 was got to the top, there came out of a lower apartment a Uttle diminutive tQan 
in a night gown *, he had a pen fticking behind his ear, and was followed by a tn^d, 
who gave him the appellation of your honour. Only your honour^ thought I to wyfelf, 
this may do. I went into the rooms, and was'haif induced, by the pure air I breathed 
in thefe upper regions, to ciofe the agreement, when it came into my bead to open a 
window, and look what fort of profpea I ihould have. I could difcover nothing but 
roofs of houfcsand chimneys, which entirey took away all view of the city.—** Away,” 
laid 1 .—So we law fix apartments that day, without finding any thing that would fuit. 
Amongtt other landlords, we came to an Excdlence, or rather to a Magnificence (for I 
had choice of titles) who lived in the back part of a ground floor, and with whom I did 
not choofe to partake of the foul air he breathed. The next day’s operation opened 
With a gnadige fraw. She recommended her fraeleii tochter to mp for fo many things, 
that it was impofiible to think of coming to an agreement with her. “ Look here,” 
fays fhe, “ my daughter herfelf will bring you your cofiee in the morning; if you choofe 
any tea in an afternoon, my daughter herfelf will wait upon you with it j if you choofe 
to treat us now and then to a play, and are too late for your iraiteur, our cold fupper 

will be at your fervice, and fo pn !** -. ■■ T hou mull know, it is not in Germany as with 

us at Paris; a woman of honour looks upon it as an affront to be offered to be treated 
to a public place, by a perfon w’ho is not a relation, or a particular friend. Here it is 
the cuftom to frank women wherever you go with them. 1 foon faw that the pretty 
girl’s fervices were included in the price of the room ; fo away 1 went again. Having 
again tired myfelf with fearching this day., I began to think that I fhuuld not find what 
1 wanted in the city itfelf, as all the lodgings which have any free air or profpefl: areiin- 
finitely dearer than at Paris. This cannot well be otherwife, as a third part of the inha¬ 
bitants dwell within the walls of the city, which do not comprehend above one fixth of 
the ground it Hands upon. As the fuburbs are at fome diltance from the city, their 
extenfivenefs makes it a defirable obje£l for every one to live nearer the centre of bufi- 
nefs. The fuburbs of Paris are as well inhabited as the city itfelf. But at Vienna we 
meet with a great deal of wafte ground. Another feafon of the high price of the bell 
houfes in the city is, that the fecond flory of every houfe belongs to the court, and is 
tenanted by its fer\'ants. You pay from fix to eight guilders (about eighteen Ihillings) a 
montb for one of the bell rooms in a good >ftreet, and about three for one of the worft. 
*ln the fuburb of Mariahef, which is the molt wholefome fituation in the place, after 
fome trouble, I found a very handfome room, which commands a fine profpeft, for 
three guilders a month. 

I cannot go from hence to town without a great deal of trouble. In Paris you are 
forced to walk up to your ancles in mud ; here on the other hand, you cannot ftir out 
without being choaked with the dull. Vienna lies open to the drying call and. north 
winds, but is proteded by its neighbouring hills from the fouth and well, which, keeps 
Paris in almoll perpetual rains. When it has rained here a whole night, all is dry again 
a few hours after fun-rife, and by nocm the clouds of dull begin to rife. Indeed, wnen 
it rains more than a day, the dull makes the mud exceedingly deep. When 1 would go 
to the town, 1 mull crofs the wide and naked-plain which parts us, which I am obliged 
to do, with my hand|j:crchief to my mouth, m order not to be choaked with dull. The 
hackney, coaches of this place are dways in a trot or a gallop, and as the way^ to Shorn- 
brun lies by my windows, it requires fome good luck, as well as fomctcare, to go through 
the clouds of dull, without being run over by a hackney coach, 6r without running^ 
ground of fome other traveller. 
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lo'cafe of t fiege, the (}iftanee betwixt the towp and fuburbs would give thebefiegers 
great advantages; but itjia very unlikely that fuch a circumftance ihoulH ever happen. 
The Turks have be«t the dnly peepie in modem times, who could carry their wars to 
the gates of the capital, a thing which the Kmg of Pruffia did not dare attempt, after the 
moft fucceisftil battle. At prefept the ftrength of the Imperial houfe is fo fuperior t6 
that of the Porte, that I believe the prcfent court keeps up the fortifications, only with 
the view of keeping the city itfclf in fubjeftion. Another reafon indeed, may be afiSgned, 
which is the ruin that would fall upon feyeral families, who fubfift entirely by letting 
their houfes, if the value of them was to fink one half, which it would certainly do, if 
the empty fpace before the city was to be built upon. As things now are, there are 
feveral habitations worth from 2 to joo,ooo guilders, or from 20 to 30,000 pounds • per 
annum, which conftitutes the whole fortune of their poffelTors. Any man who is out of 
debt, and hits a houfe in this city, is accounted a rich man. The houfe of the book- 
feller Trattnem is an objeft of 30,000 guilders (or 3000I. a year) to him. The advan¬ 
tages thar would accrue, in point of health and convenience, by carrying the city on to 
the fid|urbs, and by that means thinning the choaked up habitations, would not make 
amends for what thofe who have houfes mull unavoidably fuffer by the change. 

Within thefe few days I have begun my ufual circle in and about the city, in order to 
be able to form to myfclf an idea of its feparate parts.’ It takes up almoft two hours to 
go from the end of the fuburb of Wieden to the end of the fuburb of Leopold, which 
is larger than the town, and parted from it only by a fniall arm of the Danube. The 
going from the fuburb Roffaw to the end of the fuburb Landftraffe, took me up about 
another half hour. Vienna certainly (lands upon much more ground than Paris does.. 
It has twenty-fix fuburbs; but many parts of them are not built upon, and about a third 
of them is occupied by three or four hundred gardens, not above three or four of which 
are worth feeing. The fuburbs beft inhabited are the Roffaw, the Jofephiladt, St. Ulrich, 
Mariahilp, a part of the Wieden, and the Leopoldftadt. The largeft of them ati, after 
the Leopoldfiadt, is the Wieden, the inhabitants of which have a great refemblance to 
thofe of the fuburb St Marcel at Paris. 

'J'here are fcarce eight buildings in the whole town which can be called ^eautiful or 
maguificem. '1 he moft diftinguilhed of thefe are the palace of lichtenftein, the Em¬ 
peror’s library, and the chancery. ' 

The»Enipcror’s palace is an old black building, that has neither beauty nor ftatelinefs. 

It is a great mafs of (tone, which was built leven (lories high, in order to contain.as— 
many inhabitants as poflible. There are hardly three Iquares, or places here which 
m k any figure at all. The greateft thoroughlare is from the Emperor’s palace over 
the Coal market^ the Graben^ the Stockameijenpla/s, and through the Carnthnerjiraffe, 
In all thtfe places, particularly in the narrow and irregular Stockameifcnplafs^ the tho¬ 
roughfare is as great, and the motion as lively, as in any'ftreet of London or Paris. 
The ftream of this great concourfe reaches as far as Leopoldfgate, and throughout the 
whole of the high ftreet of the fuburb of Leopold.——— There are not more than eight 
buildings worth looking at in the fuburbs; aqd the tafteof the buildings about the gar¬ 
dens, and the fummer-houfes, is miferable. 

According to the common report of thofe from whom one has a right to expeft ac¬ 
curate accouute of their native country, the population of Vioina amouata to at lead a 
millbu. Bufehihg, in his georaphy, will hardly allow it to pafs two hundred thouland. 
In my opinion Uie public and the geographer are equally miftaken.- In the laft year, 
which was not remarkably fatal,, according to the bills of. mbrtality, number of the 
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doa<3 amounted to ten thoufand, tliiiit is about half the num^r of tbo^il|o,d|^ji|;^ari8. 
Now if you make allowance for ftfangers, of vhofe deatl]^ you <;;;m have no fcxunte 
account, and multiply the fum by thirty-fix, you yifi have the true'account of tltf po¬ 
pulation. , 

I was aflured by a man of confequence, who was in the way pf getting at good infor¬ 
mation, that a very little time ago, the population’was eftiinated at,three hundred and 
eighty-five thoufand, ftrangers included. This reckoning will appear acoui:ate; for we 
muft confidcr that the air and water are much better here than they are at Paris, wl^re 
the numbers are allowed to be feven hundred thoufand, of whom twenty-one thodfajid 
die every year. Doubtlefs Vienna has as many inhabitants in it as Naples j and^' thofe 
two towns are the molt populous in the world, after Conftantinople, London, and Paris. 
■Whoever is a little acquainted with other large cities will fee, in a moment, that Vienna 
mull contain above two hundred thoufand people. 

I am not yet fufiiciently acquainted with the manners, cufioms, and amufements of 
the inhabitants of this place, to be able to give you any certain information about them. 
All I can fay is, that to judge by external appearances, the great appear uncommonly 
fond of magnificence. I was fliewn the Prince of Lichtenftein, mounted on avery fine 
horfe, and attended by at leafi eight perfons, fome of whom were dreffed like huflars, 
and feemed to be a kind of body guard. He is fuppofed to be like the Emperor, in 
manners, geftures, and face; and fome think that he attempts to copy him in externals. 
As to my part, I own that in the glimpfe I had of them both, I could not difeover the 
refemblance; and there is one thing in which they certainly differ, for the Emperor un¬ 
doubtedly does not like to go out with fo numerous a train of follower^. 1 faw him 
taking the air: he was in a cabriolet, and had a fmgle footman behind him. He affeds 
fimplicity and popularity almoft in the extreme. 

In the fliort time I have been here, I have feen more fplendid equipages and horfes 
than there are in all Paris. Our fafhions prevail here univerfally. Dreffed dolls are 
regularly fent from Paris for the purpofe of teaching the women how to put on their 
gowns and drefs their heads. Even the men from time to time, get memoranda from 
Paris, and lay them before their taylors and hair-dreffers. I heard a lady telling another 
yefterday at the play, with an air of the profoundeft wifdom, that the Queen of France 
had worn the fame kind of head drefs as fhe had then on, four weeks ago at the theatre. 
All the women 1 have hitherto feen are painted up to the eyes and ears like the French 
jpnes. The knowing ones tell you, that the eyes acquire a kind of fire by this means, 
Which gives an inexpreflible animation to the whole look; but 1 believe I have often 
told you and Nannette, that I am barbarian enough to wifh to wipe away all the red off 
a lady’s cheeks with a wifp of ftraw and coarfe fand, even though the eyes fhould Ipfe 
all their luftre by it. After all, the rouge of the ladies here, like that of our Parifian 
dafttes, feems to have become a neceffary evil, to hide the yellownefs of their Ikin. 
I faw feveiat of them who had every reafon to cry out. La verole mon Dieu, m*a rouge 
os. 

LETl’ERXX. 

Vienna, 

(^k lieW philofophers are unanimous in declaring againft large focieties; as for my 
<pwn'^i>^,l as they are, and am contented with what 1 find^ whenever an al- 

drog^ious or impoifible. It is very true that wh^^ you look on the 
great cities feem a difgtace td humanity ; bucr^put one of thefe 
philbi^hers prooft and lethim teUyouiiow;LQndon, Paris, or Vienna, are to be 
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a large portion of the prefent 

i a great deal of lhade. Tike 
mankind; though, therefore, 
yoti* ihould Rllow the wickednefs of individuals to be niore vifible in large cities, than it 
IS in the fcattered cottages of the inhabitants of the foreft, mountain, or defert; it is 
plainly owin^ to the following reafons, viz. Becaufe the natural propenfities of the twc 
legged wild beafts have more opportunities of Ihewing themfelves without difguife here: 
becaiiiCe we can fee the wickednefs of fo many that are drawn together, as it were to i 
point, ‘ahd in cottages it efcapes us; becaufe this very contrail is rendered more ftrikinp 
from the attention which the police, who has no power to reward the good, is compelled 
to pay to the punifhment of the wicked. Our philofophers, who declaim on this head, 
have more fpleen than good humour about them, and had rather fee black than white; 
but the greatelt part of them are fo little in earneft in their declarations, that even the 
very ferious John James of Geneva preferred living at Paris, to living with thofe very Sa¬ 
voyards and inhabitants of the Valais, in whofe praifes he was fo full. 

It has been faid of London, that you may fee heaven and hell there at once. This, 
with a little allowance for the difference, which the ftrongly pronounced charafter of the 


made left withbiit ftsdung ti|f^ and rendeijng 

inhibitantu^api^’. ’ , .* 

Wherever Is much Bght, there will of courfe b( 
them all together, there is more uood than bad amongft 


Englilhman gives to all he does, is true, I believe, of every large city in the world. But, 
on the other hand, the newfpapers, which are every day publilTied in thefe cities, exhibit 
inftances of virtue in all ranks of life, which the half favage has no idea of. The good 
there is about man difcovers itfelf in great cities as much as the bad, and ought to be re- 
fpefted by every true friend to humanity, in a much greater degree than the virtues of 
favage life, for as much as it is not the working of a fenfelefs inftinft, but the refult of 
a greater degree of knowledge and more lively feelings. Conceive to yourfelf the fub* 
lime anfwer of a mechanic of the fuburb St. Marcel at Paris, to a monk who comforted 


him on his death bed. by telling hTm that he muft of courfe be glad to go out of this 
world of tribulation. “ Good father,” faid the dying man, ** no fins moleft my con- 
fcience, my days have glided away foftly, and in uninterrupted pleafures, and the world 
has been no place of tribulation to me. I refign niyfelf willingly to the appointment of 
Providence, and die without a figh ; but, had it pleafed the Creator to increafe the num¬ 
ber of my days, 1 trull that my trade-«__»» I'hink of the young man who main- 

tained his family for fome time with his blood, which he fold to a furgeon, who wanted 
to make experiments with ir. Recolledl the young woman of St. Jaques at Paris, who 
flood firm againft every offer of feduftion, and maintained herfelf, mother, and little fif- 
ters, by occupations fo laborious, that they deftroyed her beauty and impaired hercon- 
llitution. 'I’hefc, and a thoufand more fuch cafes, which the hillory of Paris furnilhes 
us with, will teach you, that in large focieties men excel in virtue as much as they do in 
vice, and that all the ilories of the natural place of man, and the advantages to be found 
in it, for the purpofes of Rappinefs and virtue are, for the inoft part, only the beauteous 
dream of abMraft reafoners. For my own part, brother, I have found the man of the 
woods, whenever occafion was given for it, full as wicked as the inhabitants of the moft 
peopled towns and cities. The propenfity, indeed, to opprefs and cheat his neighbour, 
cannot be fo vifibly difeovered in the former as it is in the latter, becaufe the ndghbour 
and he do not often cotne into fuch ftrong collifion j but when the latter is jgobd, he is 
fo in a much higher degree than the half favage. 

It is faid, that ceriain modes of education, certain cuftoms, and a bad govetiimeht, 
bow down W their yoke thofe who live with more fimplicity. B.ut all the half faVages 
we are acquainted with (and as to the whole ones* we ihal|;^know nothing cmain of 
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tkem till the couatiyl>eyoifd the moeaiihaj^'he dtrcoi(Misred)Bmttii4w ^uiflaenfitirt^ 
cuftom, education, and government. On,|l^ othu^ hand, iljpmQ: hi0>i^leinted« 
inhabitant of numerous foclnties is more eafiiy po^fbfil, tivhet^' m grows 
more eatily cohVerted than the half favagc, 'trho fets his lifebn his cnf^uni and mahi^iisB. 
Even at this time-the molt enamoured partifans of the Swifs hud only in Ibiae fcaltered 
parts of Savoy, the reiiques of the manners they fo much admire, and tliefe,' tt»ey muft 
confefs, will be done away in the next generation; whilH, on the other haadt the cor> 
rupcion to be found among the inhabitants of the Grifons, and fome of the Democratic 
Cantons, furpafTcS every idea, which a man not acquainted with the place can form of 
jt, with this additional caufc for defpair, that the evil is here remedileis; wherettB the 
inhabitants of Paris, London, and Vienna may grow better in fome generation. 

I found it necelTary to make thefe introdu^ory remarks, becaufe, though I was not 
'Capable to fay as much good of the people of Vienna at prefent as 1 could wifli, 1 was 
willing you mould be convinced that I am in perfect inendihip with them, and do not 
mean to advife them to feparate and live behind the hedges like gypfies, in order to 
make their fituation better, by approaching nearer to the Hate of nature. In evc^ part 
of the world I meet men towards whom my heart warms, and have no necemty to 
Wander with our knight «*rants among the vales of Piedmont, Savoy, and Switzerland, 
in order to find fellow-creatures’ to be proud of. I do not know whether thefe gentle¬ 
men meet with what they are in fearch of, but it is certain that they all come back again 
very foon. 

What difiinguiihes the people of this place from the Parifians is a certain coarfe pride 
not to be deferibed, an infurmountable heavinefs and Hupidity, and an unaccountable 
propenfity to guzzling. The hofpitality of the table, about which you have heard fo 
much, is only an eflFcft of pride. During the four weeks I have been here, I have 
hardly been able to dine above four times by myfelf. It is the cullom when a man is 
iirft introduced into a new houfe, to fix a day in evq-y week for him to be a regular 
gueft there. In the fird houfe I dined, I conceived that the people bad a real pl^ure 
m feeing me ; but I had not fat long before I had invitations enough, from the company 
prefent only, to laft me a month. But when they aik you, they all do it with fuch faces 
which feem to fay, ** Is not it true that we are far more hol'pitable than your Parifian 
gentry ?” Sometimes they go dill farther, and make themfeltes very merry (that is, ac¬ 
cording to the Vienna mode of being merry) with our fparing niggardlincfs. It is cer- 
'’•Cainly true, that a man eats much better here than he does at Paris, and he certainly alfo 
eats a great deal more. At the common tables of the people of a middling rank (fuch as 
the lower fervants of the court, merchants, artifls, and the better kinds of mechanics) 
you commonly fee fix, eight, or even ten difhes, with two, three, or even four kinds of 

S ine. They commonly fit two hours at table, and they took it as a very uncivil thing 
^ me that I refufed to tafte many difhes, though I was compelled to do fo, to fave my- 
kn indigefliOn. But, alas! fo foon as the body is latisfud here, fo foot) does the iniud 
IbUKfor the friendly dines and foupes of Paris, which you know are more intended for 
the ma;!! of reafon, and the flow of fdul, than the dainty purluit of mdigeftions, choleras, 
and apdpiBxy. Here the only entertainment, mingled with the very ferious bufinefs 
goki|; forWB^, are fome very bad low jokes. At the befl tables hers, (1 mean thole of 
the f^sdnd ortfer) you commonly meet a monk, but more commonly a player, whofe 
very.^fihed wit enlivens the whole company. The monk is commonly fcated by the 
ltdy of thd hou% whom he coquets with; the player is feated at the other end, and 
itudis at hifti till the whole route breaks out into fhquts of laughter^ for above the ca- 
lunge or ears either to join in or bear. W hen the converfation takes 
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a more ferious turn, it is always about the theatre, which is the utmoft length to which 
criticifm or obfervation ever extend in this country ; but the players arc far from being 
the company here that they are at Paris. None of thofe with whom I am hitherto ac¬ 
quainted know their mother tongue. At Paris, undoubtedly, we fliould not admit into 
good company, men, who neither by their wit or their manners can raife themfelves at 
all above the lowed of the vulgar. 

Upon the whole, you meet here with none of the brilknefs, the fpirited pleafure, the 
unconftrained fatisfaftion, and the interefting curiofity about what is going forwards, 
that you find at Paris even amongft the lowed orders of focicty. No body here makes 
remarks upon the miniders or the court; no body entertains the company with the no¬ 
velty or anecdote of the day. You meet with numberlefs people of the middling ranks 
who have nothing to fay of their miniders, their generals, and philofophers, and who 
hardly know even their names. Nothing is taken care of but the animal part. They 
breakfad till they dine, and they dine till they fup, with only the interval of, perhaps, a 
fhort walk and going to the play. If you go into a coffee-houfe, of which there are about 
feventy, or into a beer-houfe, which are the mod elegant and bed furnidied of all the 
public houfes, (I faw one with red damafle tapedry, piftures with gilt frames, looking- 
glaffes, clocks a-la-Grecque, and marble tables,) you will fee nothing but a perpetual 
motion of jaws. One thing you may red adured of, that no one will come up to you or 
be troublefome with quedions ; no man there talks at all, except with his neighbour, 
and then he mod commonly whifpers. You would conceive you were in a Venetian 
coffee houfe, where they all take one another for fpies. When I fay all this I defire 
to be underdood as fpeaking of the middling ranks only, who in all countries are what 
properly may be called the people, for as to the people of rank, they, with a few diades 
only of didinftion, are the fame throughout all Europe ; and the lowed clafles hardly 
mix with fociety. No doubt, a gentletnan introduced, as Dr. Moore happened to be, 
would meet with many an Afpafia capable of being claffed in the fame line with her im¬ 
mortal prototype; (that is, the vicious part of the charafter excepted;) an Afpafia whofe 
circles are condantly filled by the wifed philofophers, the deeped datefmen, the greateft 
generals, the wifed, milded, and mod affable of princes ; but it is not in affemblies of 
this kind that the charaders and manners of a nation are to be met with. 

The Ibciablcnefs, good^tade, and polifiied manners, which render the prefent court fo 
remarkable, are a confequence of the travelled education of the prefent Emperor. His 
father, indeed, had relaxed fomething of the Sultan manner in his court; but Jofeph 
is the fird of his houfe who has confidered himfelf as a man born for all m an ki nd. 
Formerly one of the old nobility confidered it as a difgrace if a common citizen even 
did but look at him; and the leffer, or fecond order of nobleffe, were excluded the court, 
as is the praftice in Spain. There are indances of perfons, even of the rank of field- 
marflials, wlio could not gain adnjittance. The whole train of fcience was baniflied un¬ 
der the notion of pedantvy, and the arts, ever tadclefs without it, were employed only 
to drefs up harlequins. 'I he Emperor Leopold, indeed, had fome tade for mufic: but 
conceive to yourlelf this prince (a cotemporary of‘Lewis XIV. at a time when the arts 
were in all their glory with us) with his imperial crown on his imperial fhoulders, look¬ 
ing out of his palace window to fee a fet of the lowed buffoons that ever difgraced a dape 
with their tricks, fing and dance in the court of the palace. Prince Eugene was the 
fird who introduced any thing of a tade into the country ; the fird who gave a general 
love for French literature: he lived in the drifted frienddiip with the wits and artifts of 
his day, and was^ the fame here for the arts, that he had been in the imperial army, 
where he had had as much to encounter with from folly and fuperdition, as from the 
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larged hofls the enemy. The monk:', particularly the jefuits, refilled his benign in¬ 
fluence as long as they could. In Charles the Vlth’s time no kind of literature was 
held in efteem, excci.t that which related to merchandize and finance. A few days 
ago there fell into my hands a book, whichi without a doubt, is the bed publication of 
t;K)fe dull times ; it treats of finance, and though written in rnoft barbarous German, 
lavs down tlie bell principles of this fcience. Thefe, however, no king has followed but 
the King of Prullia, who has availed himfelf of them, to the no flight detriment of the 
country in w hicli the book was written, 'rhe author’s name was Schroeder; he was in 
the Emperor’s fervicc. Every thing, however, except finance, was in utter darknefs, 
and even the fermons were farces. Towards the end of the laft reign, things began to 
be upon a better footing ; but the Emprcls, who, with all her excellencies, has a weak 
lldc, which is tiiat of wanting to make all her fubjrtls angels, fees every improvement 
that is jiropofcd, only as it regards her religion ; befides this, flic has a little of the Spa- 
nifii etiquette left about her, and loves old unpolluted nobility. 

Notwithllanding the care the Emprefs takes of the morality of her fubjects, all the 
charities depend upon the court alone for their i'upport. Wc meet here with no cure 
of St. Sulpke to raife 300,000 livres a year for the relief of the necefiitous. The Arch- 
bifliop Migazzi is as bigoted and as dependant ou the papal hierarchy as our Beaumont, 
but he gives no million of livrcs yearly out of his income to fecret diftrcls, as the good 
Archbifliop of Paris does. 1 quefliori whether it wmuld be poflible, upon any occafion, 
to get a collcclion of 10,000 guilders from hence. Tliough Vienna has feveral houfes 
in it with which the molt opulent in Paris cannot be compared, pride, gallantry, and dif- 
fipation, are all the feelings the people of this place are fufceptible of. 'I'hough molt of 
the richeft people have been for years opprell'cd with debts, they have not yet learned 
to confine their expences, and would think it a fliame to live within bounds. As to the 
middling orders, they live from hand to mouth, and are well fatisfied if they can make 
two ends of the year meet. (Economy is a term entirely batiilhed from the place. Every 
thing fwills and lives for the pleafure of fenfe only. 


LETTER XXL 

Viowa. 

THE police of this place is entirely taken up with the ohjefl of fupprefling every 
thing that indicates vigour and manly ftreng'th : that, how'ever, is not the belt police, 
whofe only objefl is to make every member of fociety as fecure as poflible, but that 
which knows how to give the greateft fecurity to the whole, and at titc fame time en¬ 
croaches as little as poffiblc upon the freedom of individuals. It is certain, that by fi t¬ 
ting watches about, every citizen’s houfc to take an account of what is going forward at 
his table and in his bed, and to follow the feveral members of his family wherever they 
go, you may guard cffedually againft diforder; but who is Ihere that exids on earth, 
and loves the order that is kept up amongft galley-flaves ? 

The wife Creator, whofe government ought to be the model of every wife legiflaturc, 
left us that free will which we fo often abule. He gave us ftrong inciiemcnts lo good, 
without taking away the power of doing evil. In this liberty, notwithllanding the mil- 
chiefs which arife from it, confills the true greatnefs of man. Religion teaches us, that 
in his own good time God will punilh the wicked and reward the good. Without the 
freedom to do ill, we fliould have ndther moral feelings nor moral happinefs, and God 
^Qukl not be righteous towards us. 


We 
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We cannot folIo\3fa better model of legiflation and police, than what is fct us by the 
Creator. As it is the bufinefs of legiflation to punifli the wicked without partiality, and 
reward the good with a liberal baml; lo the police, which is fubordinatc to if, ought to 
have no other objetb than to give it the means of rewarding virtue and punilhing vice. 
To go farther than this, and endeavour to make moral evil phyfically impofllble, is an 
offence both agaiull God and man. 

Human juflice knows of no evils but thofe which fpring from offences which arc hurt¬ 
ful to fociety ; fhe and her handmaid the police have no right to turn a tribunal o! juf- 
ticeinto a tribunal of confeffion, nor imperioufly to extend their power to the internal 
morals of a man. Even if the generality of mankind had much more worth of charac¬ 
ter, and much greater moral feelings than they have, yet ought there not to be fuch 
an inquifition as fubfifls in this place, by the cflabliflnncnt of the confiflorial police and 
other courts. 

Probably Vienna is the only city in the world which has a court called a fpecial com-* 
miffion of chafUty. A few years ago the fpies of this extraordinary tribunal ufed to 
follow the young people into their houfes; not only fo, they ufed to break into their bed¬ 
chambers and vifit their beds in the middle^of the night. The horror which this raifed 
in fociety was fo univerfal, that the Emperor found himfelf obliged to ufe all his influ¬ 
ence with his mother (who promifed herfelf great things from thefe exertions) to obtain 
louie limitations of them. The fpies of the police were in contraft with the whores ; 
thefe ufed tojApeoy the young men to their houfes, and when they were together betray 
them. The‘*ung people had then nothing for it but to allow ihemfelves to be plun¬ 
dered, in order to avoid being carried before the commiffion of chaftity, and the fpies 
and the whores divided the booty between them. The evil is now in fome degree cor- 
reded by the interpofition of the Emperor, but the public walk called the Prater is ftill 
furroimdcd by tenanted fpies, who trace the young men to trees and bufhes, in order to 
prevent ofl'ences that are only poflible, and have not adually been given. 

It is the opinion here, that the beft way of preventing fornication and child-murder, 
and of incrcaliug population, is to compel a man who has a child fworn to him to marry 
the woman immediately. I was told a curious ftory on this fubjed. A young man was 
fummoned before the confillory, to make anfwcr to a young woman who claimed him 
for a hufl)and. r\s he was in the outer chamber waiting for her, he faw another poor 
young woman who was come there on a like errand. Having made himfelf acquainted 
with all the circumftanccs of her cafe, and finding that the fuppofed father of the child 
was fled, and not likely to appear, he offered her a good funi if flic would take him in 
the Head, and date her complaint prior to the time of that which he expeded to be 
brought againfl him. She promifed him that fhe would do fo, and he went to the judges 
lull of confidence in the fuccefs of his projed. The court having alked him whether he 
had llcpt with the perfen before him, and he having confefled, he was told that he was a 
father, and mufl: give.the woman his hand. To this he made anfwer that he had no 
objtdlion, bur that there was a perfon in the anti-chamber who had older claims upon 
him. Upon her being called in, it appeared vifibly that flie was farther gone than the 
other. The fir 11 plaintiff was therefore ordere*d to content herfelf with a fum of gold 
and go away. The young man now pleaded that he had compounded matters with the 
other lady; but, to his inexpreffible afionifhment, fhe denied it. The judges then 
alked for witneflfes, and he having none to produce, he w’as obliged to give his hand to 
one,- whom he had feen a quarter of an hour before for the firll time in his life. * 

I know feveral men who have been made hufbands of in this manner. Their wives, 
for a time, drove on a general trade quietly with their cuftoraers. When thefe began 
. La to 
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to fail, they picked one out of the number, whom they thought would make a good 
hufijiind, and lummoned him before the court. The proof of having flept together, 
even without any conftqiicnees having followed, was deemed fufficient to eftablifh a 
claim. Some of thefe very honourable pairs are known by the whole town. 

1 know of another method to prevent whoring and child-murder, much more effec¬ 
tual than this is} but then unluckily it does not fo well anfwer the other objeQ; which 
thefe legiflators have in view, namely, the increafe of population. Shakefpeare is the au¬ 
thor of the police 1 would propoi'e. I do not remember in which of his plays it is that 
he makes a Vienna bawd fay, “ If the police will effcdlually baniih fornication, it lliould 
caftrate all the men.” 

Thefe marriages by compulfion are attended with very pernicious confequences, both 
to fociety and the ftate. I do not know whether they prevent fornication, but it is cer¬ 
tain that they much increafe adultery. Truth, confidence, and love, the moft holy and 
niofl ufeful bands of fociety, they entirely diffolve. The man, who, from the circum- 
ftance of his having been compelled to give her his hand, is obliged to confider his wife 
as a w'hore, cannot be her true friend, cannot have that refpedl for her which is abfo- 
lutely requifite to make a happy marriage. It is, indeed, aftonilhing how indifferent the 
married people of this place are to each other. I know that this is the cafe at Paris too; 
but there it arifes from the manners, and not from the government, as it does here.— 
Nor, indeed, are conjugal love and fidelity fo extindf amongft perfons of the middling 
rank in fociety at Paris, as they feem to be in this place. 1 believe, too, that even population, 
which this foolifli law is intended to promote, fullers conliderably by it; for it is an ob- 
fervation which has often been made, both by moralifts and phyficians, that, without 
love betwixt the parties, the marriage bed often proves barren. Moft of the pairs I am 
acquainted with, who have been married by compulfion, are without children, and in 
general the marriage bed is not fruitful here.—The indifference of the parents for each 
other likewife extends to their children, amongft whom all the fine feelings of love and 
frieiidfliip are {lifted in early infancy. It is, no doubt, owing to this want of the aft'ec- 
tions offocial and domeftic life, that the people of this place have fo few moral feelings 
as they have. 

It is true, indeed, that every thing has its good as well as its weak fide. The confe- 
quence of this people’s want of fpirit is, that their vices are as few and as weak as their 
virtues. Nothing is heard hereof the tragedies which are fo frequent at London, Rome, 
and Naples. Pick-pockets, cheats, bankrupts, thieves, fpendihrifts, pimps, and bawds, 
are the only criminals know-n in Vienna. The Auftrian has not ftrength of charafler 
enough to be a highwayman ; and a Saxon gentleman, who has been fettled here foinc 
years, and has travelled over the whole country, affures me, that he docs not rememl'er 
to have heard of fuch a thing as a duel. I was witnefs to a feene yeflerday which ftrongly 
marks the charadber both of the people and the police of this place. A well drefl'ed man 
had a quarrel with a hackney coachman about his fare. They foon came to high words. 
One of the fix hundred fpies, who are divided about different parts of the city, came up. 
The gentleman grew warm and gave kad words, which the other returned witli intereft. 
At length they fliook their fills at eaclf other, but neither ventured to llrikc; for it 
feems there is a law, by which, whoever ftrikes full is puniflied, let the previous provo¬ 
cation have been what it will. Had cither but touched the hat of the other, it would 
liave been reckoned a blow, and he would have been immediately taken up by the watch. 
As it Was, they parted, after afi'ording a quarter of an hour’s laugh to the populace. 
'1 he duration of thefe frays may be longer or fhorter, ad libitum ; but there are few ex¬ 
amples of their ever being carried farther than words. 

4 The 
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The court has nothing to fear from a revolt. In the beginning of the lall century, 
indeed, the proteftants made a little Itir ; but all was fooii quiet again. Indeed, the 
Viennois is too enervate for an infurrc^lion. On the other hand, he feels nothing of 
the warm glow which fills the brealf of a French or Knglilliman for the fucceffes of his 
country. The feveral provinces of France have frequently made great prefents to their 
kings in time of war, and we have often feen colleftions made in coffee-houfes for build¬ 
ing fhips of the line. Here there are very few, if any indanccs of this kind. Subordi¬ 
nation is the only charadferiflic feature of this people; nor have I ever feen a fpark here 
either of the Englifhman's love of liberty, or the Frencliman’s feeling for the honour of 
the grand monarch. The pride even of the army is too perfonal, ever to admit of any 
fenfibility for the honour of the date. The fongs of the French foldier are, as you well 
know, poems which infpirit and lead him on to glory, by reminding him of what his 
ancedors have done and fuffered for their country ; but here I feldom hear the foldier 
fing at all, and when he does, it is mere ribaldry. Not, however, that I doubt but that, 
in fpite of their bad finging, an Audrian army would put a French one to the route; 
but that is owing to another caufe. I only difeufs this fubjeft en p'/jfunt, and lhall 
referve myfclf to fpeak more fully to it, when I come to Berlin. 

The individuals of a country which exilts only by fubordination, will of courfc be weak 
and feeble charadfers. It is true that the mod illimited obedience did Sparta no harm ; 
but the reafon was, becaufe it w'as not the reigning feature of the people, but only a 
means of fecuring the freedom after which the nation thirded. The Britidi laws are 
fome of them very fevcrc, and the difcipline of their navy as drift as that of the Prufllan 
army ; but as thefe feverities do not run through the whole of their government, they 
do not dedroy the feelings of the people. Though no nation has fo much checked the 
power of their kings at different periods as the Britilh has done, yet the hidory of no 
nation affords more indances of the devotion of individuals to the fovereign. The lame 
love which the Englilhinan has for liberty extends to the perfon of the prince, when¬ 
ever the prince leaves the conditution unimpaired and manifeds a love for it.—The 
upfliot is that the Briton will preferve drength of charadfer as long as the conditution 
of his country lads j whereas the fubjedts of defpotic princes will be weak and grovelling 
ill fpirit. 

The great, whofe fird padion is the love of power, will of courfe confider drength of 
character in their fubjedts or dependants, as a natural enemy whom they mud feek to 
fubdue. Confequently their object will be to make the date to which they belong a ma¬ 
chine in the dridtell fenfe of the word, a machine of which their will is to be the o liy 
foul. Such machines at this day are even armies become, and it is a true remark, made 
by feveral writers both of thefe and other great machines of date, that the weaker every 
individual member is, the more durable and the Itronger the whole will be. I know it, 
I confefs it; all 1 defire is not to be the member of fuch a corps. The government of 
this place endeavours to make fome amends for the univerfal fubjedtion under which the 
people are held, by a mod exadt adminidration of judice, by taking meafures for uni- 
verfal fecurity, and by the free admidion and enceflragement of every pleafure (the An¬ 
gle one of lawlefs love alone excepted ) that can delight the human mind. VVhild in 
rrance a country gentleman may be thrown in priion by a governor of a province, and 
continue there all his life, the lowed footman here is affured of having the ftri^ed juf- 
tice done him,' if he has occafion to complain of his lord, even though he were the Jord 
high chamberlain. The police is fo vigilant and acute, that the mod fubtle thefts are 
commonly difcovqped, and the owner gets his goods again. Almod all the Imperial 
noufes and gardens are almod condantly open to the public. The players are under the 
* peculiar 
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pooullar prote6Hon of a court, who fliews in every thin^, that the reflraint it lays t!)e 
people iiti lcr arifes more from principle than the defire of tyrannizing over them. And 
vet, nofwivhfianding all this plcafure, and all this fecni lty, 1 had ratlvir be expofed to a 
London footpad, or have the bottles and glaflcs whifUe round my head on the laft night 
ol’ Vauxhall, than enjoy all the placid tranquillity of this place. 1 'hefe lall are diforders 
indeed, but they are diforders which are infeparable from a flrong national character, 
iuch as is that of the people by whom they are comtnitted. 

LETTER XXil. 

Vkntht. 

AS foon as the Emperor governs this country alone, a revolution will take place here, 
that will render ilie prefeiit inhabitants a pliamomenon to the next generation, l ie is 
a philofopher in the true fenfe of the won), although he does not, like RoJolph the 
Second, gaze at the liars with Tycho I 5 rah *. lie loves mankind, and is acquainted 
with their value. 1 know no public inrcriplion that does a prince more honour, than 
that which is over the gate ol the public garden here. “ A place of pleafure for all men, 
prepared for them by their frieiul.’* Joi'eph is a profeffed admirer of all that is called 
j)rivate virtue (/es vertu Imr^coifcs), and his principles of government are as republican 
as thofeof moll of the dates who at this day call thcmfelves republics. Hiilierto, how¬ 
ever, the diil'crent way of thinking of his mother has prevented much of his theory from 
being carried into practice. 

The bright fides of this Emprefs’s character are fo ftriking, that one can hardly ob- 
ferve the darker ones. In private life, indeed, fuch fmall fpots would appear not only 
venial, but in fome degree refpe£lable ; but it is the misfortune of greatnefs, that the 
fmaileft wcaknefs of (he governor has often a fenfible influence on the happinefs of the 
governed, fo that the lead pcrfonal vices arc often the greated political deieCls. 

Whoever fees the Emprefs now, difeovers that die has been a beauty. Within thefe 
few years flic has begun to be fubjeCf to fome of the infirmities of advancing age ; but 
the bod judges dill difeern a flrong condiiution and lively teniperaincnl iu her. I favv 
h'cr fur the lird time in the church of the Angudine Friars, where die was attending a 
religious ceremony, and immediately recognized her, not fo much by her iikenefs to her 
pitlures (from the truth of which age has of courfc taken a great deal,) as by the air of 
niajedy which drikes every one who has the honour to approacli her. Slie has the 
di'ongefl padions, bur has never been ftibdued to the lead unworthinefs, by ihofc to 
which nature in general the mod inclines, and wnicii her conditution the more particu- 
larly expofes her to. Pojjibly die is an only, mojl certainly ^ fingular iiidance of a priti- 
cefs, ot’cr whom religion and honour have huil more influence than the demands of an 
impetuous conditution, and the allurements of unlimited power. This probably arofe 
from her having herfelf chofen her hulband, who was the man of his day mod likely to 
fecure the affeC.tions of a woman. To him flie was pallionately devoted j but her af- 
feclions never wandered a flep heyoRtl the bounds of the driclell ilecorum. Vainly has 
fcandal endeavoured to find out anecdotes to feed on Iter life. Ten well made drong 
children yet living are fo many witneffe^ that her hulband pofl'eflTed all,her love. At his 
death, die forbad herfelf all farther thoughts of the paflion, and made a vow to lament 
him for ever; a vow to which die has religioufly adhered. She is always dreffed in 
black, and wears no ornanlent of any kind. Who, that is acquainted with the hillorv 

of Elifabeth, K-, antf fo many other fovercigns, can help being aftonilhed when they 

read this ? 
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Her warm love, however, made her hufband pafs many a weary hour. It was im- 
poflible for jealoufy not to have great power over a heart, the violeiice of whofe motions 
was only kept in by a fenfe of religion. It is not very certain whether Ihe had ever real 
grounds for fufpicion; but every body at Vienna remembers that a certain lady was 
obliged to leave it, bccaufe the Emperor, who was very courteous towards every body, 
but particularly fo to the ladies, had made her fome common place, unmeaning com¬ 
pliments. 

The Emprefs’s benevolence, of which religion is the principle, approaches almofl; to 
profufion. She refufes relief to none of thofc who hand in* need of her afliftancc ; aiul 
the meaneft of her fubjeds finds the way to make his diftrcli'es known to her. Her 
fteward has hardly any thing to lay before her, but accounts of charities. Her liberality 
particularly fhews itfclf towards widows, efpccially fuch as are of high birth. Many 
perfons, arnongft whom are widow’s of minifters of (late, receive penfions of 6000 guil¬ 
ders (300I.) from her. Her partiality to high birth makes her defirous that every per- 
fon Ihould live up to his or her rank. With refped to the public foundations of charity, 
fhe behaves as an Eniprefs lliould do. The library, fchools, hofpitals, and poor-houfes, 
coll her immenfe funis. I am aflured, that the debts fhe has contracted by this liberality 
amount to upwards of twenty millions of guilders; and one of my friends informed me, 
that flte gives away three millions per annum in private charity. 

Who now would imagine that, under fo w'orthy a character, merit often ftarves, whild 
large fums are lavifhed upon the worthlefs ? Who would imagine, that the prejudices 
of religion could have fo far gotten the better of her natural difpofition, as to make her 
refufe aflifling an officer who had been crippled in her fervicc, unlofs he embraced the 
Roman Catholic religion ? After feveral converfations with the priell lent to him by the 
Emprefs, this gentleman plainly perceived that he muft turn fcoundn 1 , to be relieved, 
lie determined therefore to quit Vienna j which he did, and went to Holland, where he 
died a general officer. Since the prefent Emperor has begun to have any inuuenee in 
bufinefs, merit has no longer any Inch oppreffion to fear, but it mufl flill make ufc of 
all its weight to break through this fpecies of obfiacles, which however at all time.s arc 
more the work of the priefls than of the Emprefs. 

Her impetuous temper often breaks out into grofs guffs of paffion and anger ; but as 
foon as the dorm is pad, ffie endeavours to make amends for the mil'chief or injury Ihe 
may have done whild it raged. I was told an anecdote, whicli, if not ciuirely true, yer 
gives a great infight into this part of her cliaraCfer. An officer, who had a lavour 
alk, had his name written down in the lid of thofe who wanted audience;:. He waited 
a long time, till his turn (which is religioufly obferved) came to be iutroduceil. At 
length he was called in, but he had hardly made his obedience to the Emorei's, according 
to the Spanilh etiquette, when fhe broke out into fuch a dorm of opprobrious abufe, ai; 
almod made him fink to the ground. Her vivacity made her eyes roll with fire, and 
the motion of her arms’was rendered fo quick by it, that the man was afraid die might 
do a little execution upon him, with her own high hand. Twice or thrice he attempted 
to put in a word, but the dorm of the monarch’^ indignation was too i'lrong to be con¬ 
trolled, and he W'as forced to wait till die was fairly out of brearli. He then mudered 
up all his courage and faid, “ Surely Your Majcdy mud have forgotten 1 am N. N.” 
As foon as fhe found that fhe had been milfaken in the perfbn, die made him a formal 
excufc, and her defire to fet all things right again carried her lb far another way, that 
Ihe fettled an handfome penfion on him. She is by no means proof againd pride, but 
is proud of the dignity and the greatnefs of her houle. She weeps tears of joy as often 
as fhe hears how her children, particularly the Emperor and the Queen of France, are 
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\t -loved by all the world. This family pride, joined to her quick feelings, arc the caufe 
V hy file confidcrs all the princes who have been at war with her at any time, as her per- 
(bnal enemies, and has never forgiven any of them. The Emperor’s lall wife, who was 
a Bavarian pvincefs, had caufe to regret her father’s having attempted to rob the Em- 
prtfs of Bohemia, Upper i^uHria, and the Imperial Crown. She made her feel the 
fuperiority of the Houfe of Auflri:-, over the Houle of Bavaria. Thus far is true, but 
the fables which have been railed on this foundation are too wild even to deferve a feri- 
ous refutation. 

Fame has net reported falfely of this great princefs. She is a true woman, and it is 
bv the amiable pallions of her own fex that llte is inoft didinguiUied. She was not at 
•ail oflended at being told by the relaiionof another great fovereign, whom Ihe was com¬ 
plimenting on the reputation of his friend, “ May it pleafe Your Majelly, my filler is 
itill oniy a woman.” All the tints in Therefa’s charaftcr are the fliades of a lively fe¬ 
male characler. She was the trued, but the molt jealous of wives; the moll afledbon- 
atc, but at the fame time the fevered of mothers ; the mod friendly, but at the lame 
time the molt imperious mother-in-law. 

Her character, however, hasfonietimes rifen beyond the drength of a man. I’he re- 
folution with which Ihe defended her hereditary dominions againd fo many powers united 
'o opprefs her, excited the adonifliment of all Europe. Her love of jullice is fo great, 
that Ihe immediately defids from any pretenfions die has fanned, which are not recon- 
cileable with it, when die is dicwn that they arc not fo. Though the King of Prudia 
knows that die bears him a grudge, ( which die will carry with her to her grave,) he is 
fo fatisfied of the general rcditucle of her principles, that whenever they have a difpute, 
his only care is to have his reafons properly dated to the Emprefs herfelf, by his ambaf- 
fador. 1 he nobility of Genoa, as I was informed by an officer who took a great part 
in the revolution of 1746, exclaimed with one voice, “O, if it were poffible to bring 
our grievances before the Emprefs herfelf, we ffiould be fure of obtaining relief.” I’he 
cry of thefc Republicans at the time when they were mod forcly oppreded by Audrian 
armies, was the fined praife that Therefa could have heard,—but Ihe heard it not. 

Amidd the various I’pecics of knowledge (he pofledes, there is one which unluckily 
fails her, the knowledge of mankind. According to the cudom of her houfe, die was 
bred up in an elevation which has not allowed of her feeing with her own eyes the neccl- 
fities of ordinary life, and the true interells of the people Ihe reigns over. Her whole 
education was fo condufted as to make her the dupe of fiattcrers, w'ho made her believe 
that nobles and prieds were a fiiperior order of men to laymen and common people. 
Prieds and flatterers have at times betrayed her into adions which her heart w'ould 
fhudder at, if flie could fee them in their right light. An inflance of this was given 
fome years ago, when, in an infurredion of the Bohemian peafants, the Emperor cn- 
tleavourcd to obtain the abolition of the feudal tenures. This he did becaufe he knew 
the true fituation of thefe poor flaves, who did not therafelvcs know w-hat they defired, 
but were only driven to v\ hat they liid by hunger. There was indeed little to lay to 
their charge befides having hunted fotqe barons out of bed ; but the wives of the Bo¬ 
hemian nobles fo far prevailed upon the Emprefs with their tears, that foldiers were fetit 
into the country, and many poor people were hanged as traitors, who were in fad only 
the vidims of hunger. As this happened in the memorable year of fcarcity over all 
Europe, when Bohemia, nolwiihdanding the natural riches of its agriculture, was re¬ 
duced'to the ^atcfl neceffity, and as the Emperor well knew that the princip-al caufe of 
it was owing n^he avarice of the great landlords, particularly of the priells, he endea¬ 
voured to take off the fervitude of the lower orders; but his mother’s attachment to the 
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Ac 4 ^) 1 M«M a mm/ff i^uld have made a coutitrv fo poured by na'tiK 
aa^neoiia of th# IBbft' floarifting in the world. The Emprefs made it a mdt- 
Dar ofwnfciei^lO depH^a fmall part of hcv fobjeas of the leaft part of their income 
meafore, bat never bethought herfelf, that the nobility and priefls confumed 
4 in IdlefHifa the fweat and blood pf fo many thoufand people. 

4r dig^tie pnnce, who has not a fufficient knowledge of the world, to fee through 
thh pipple who fprround him, is the moft dependant man in his country. Notwith- 
ftanding all her attention to fo many various matters, and notwithftanding all her power, 
th« ^d Emprefs cannot prevent herfelf from being cheated by all who approach her. 
bhy^ntaguies that flie prevents everv fin by her eftabliihments of ch^ity, and does not 
know how many adulterefles ihe makes bv them. She would indeed be aftoniflied, if Ihe 
could fee only a part of the horns, which the men of this place carry about with them 
■ under their peruques. It is faid, that the Emprefs infills upon the young women, par- 
ricularly thpfe who are brought up in the Therefianum, tying their hair See. in a tarti- 
cular manner; but notwithftanding thefe ribbands of chaftity, I have been alTured by a 
counters, who was brought up in this feminaiy, that groffer vices prevailed ther& than 
any againft which the commilfion of chaftity is direfted. I know a woman, whoin or¬ 
der to get herfelf, and her handfome daughter a maintenance, procured the latter an 
engagement upon a fmall theatre, which hardly brings her in enough to buy pins for 
her hair. We know that at Paris the theatre is more a title to, a maintenance than a 
maintenance of itfelf; but there is this difference betwixt the countries, here the mother 
carries her cheap daughter from a rehcarfalto church, where both tei) their beads with 
down-caft eyes, and the moft pious looks, in order to bring themfelvcs into a reputation 
of lanftity with the police. By this means, perfons who love their pleafures, and yet 
wifii to be well with the Emprefs, know no better way of compaffing both thefe obje^ 
than by vifiting the churches. Another inftance of hypocrify. There is a wett-knowij 
man of letters here, who tranjlated a prayer-book from the French a!)d dedicated it to the 
Emprefs as an original compofition, with a view of obtaining a place, together wirfi the 
prefent cuftomary upon thofe occafions. The plan fucceeded; the Emprefs confideraii 
him as a pious man, and he had a rewwd; but he was fo loft to ihame, as to maiu 
fport of the good woman s credulity in the citcle of his friends. The fame thin? taken 
place with regard to the prohibition of books. The queen would fink to the ground. ’ 

If file could fee one of the thoufand private libraries in Vienna, which contain all thi 
herencal, and all the fcandalous writers which Ihe conceives her college of cenfure amL. 
her Index Expurgatorm, which is thicker than that of Rome, to have baniflied from thr 
TOuntry for ever. So it is with feveral of her other inftitutions, the inelficacy of which 
Ibews they are fit for nothing but to make hjpocrites. ^ 


• LETTER XX.III 

Ih order to have any idea of the government ef this place, it is neceffaiy to atSto ' 
the thrw ewi^mding parties of the ftate. The firft and ftrongeft is thit of thS 
prefs it copfiftsof ,the gt^t peyfonage herfelf. Cardinal MigazzI the 
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chaftity, djiwg^wjy dangerous preachers and t«-o3S®K 
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bUky, wlwfe pieR)|ative8 ftand upon the fame groand aa thofe of the priefthood» 4 idhei« 
K;n ftrongly to this party. 

The fec^ party is tt^ oS the Emperor, and it is at pmpmdal warsridi the former* 
this party employs itfelf in the im|»ovement of legillation, and the piomotion of agri* 
sulture, trade, and indullry of all kinds; in the extaafion of phUoibphy and mile; in 
curtailiiy the exoihitant pretenfimis of the mfoles; in the ^tetEUon of the lower 
clafles againft the higher,—and in whatever can make gods of men. One of the poind* 
pal pcri^ of this party is Marlhal Lacy, who carries on a mod unrenutting war agahifi; 
the monks, and thdr adherents. This able general ads here jud as he did when hit 
was opponent to the King of Prudia; and the Emperor and he are always occupotri iai 
planning zig>zag-marches, and counter-marches, and retreats; fo that General- Miganii,. 
and his brown, bbck, white, half-black, half*white troops are often obliged to go inta 
winter quarteis, without having efTefled any daughter at all. Thefe two parties, wh» 
are open enemies, have however fome intercourfe with each other through the medium. 
dF a third, at the head of which is the celebrated Count Kaunitz. 

Count Kaunitz, the greated datefman of our day, and a man who, by great fervicea 
BP the impexial houfe, worked himfelf into the confidence both d the Emprefs and 
bo’ Ton, is worthy to be the mediator between them. In his heart he is more favourable 
k) the ^peror's party, than to that of his mother; but he is obliged to appear a kind of 
middleman,- and to ^ve his own philofophical operations that kind of religious cad 
without wtuch they would not go down. He often covers the inarches of the Emperor 
and his great field-marihal, by which means, as alert as Migazzi is, he is oftoi forced- 
CO caputame before he knows that the enemy is in the field. Kaunitz didinguifh^lum- 
falf by his dyle of living, and mode of expence. Thefe are entirely French, and mod. 
magnificent. As nothing can be more contrary to the Emperor’s rigid ooconomy, than 
fuen a way of life; it is not certain but that the Count, though nothing can (hake him^. 
bis merits are fo well known, may upon a change be obliged to an alteration in this 
refped, which his age, and the habits he has contraded, would make unpleafing to 
turn. 


What with the ere&ion of new fchools, and the care to prevent the.erefHon of ncw< 
(defers, the battles about new books, and the recommendations to dvil and military 
employments, all the three parties have fufiiciently to do. The lad pointy efpedally^ 
^es them condant work. There b hardly an employment vacant, but the Emprefs b 
wearied with recommendations fix>m her ladies and prieds; and the Emperor, whole 
^didate b commonly the man of mod merit, b almod always fure to come too late. 
1%ere are a great number o£ finecure offices in the country, but many counfeliors and- 
afifeflbrshave either nothing to do, or put in deputies to do their bufinefs for a very little 
money. The luxury in which thefe people live is beyond conception. HU Honour (for 
every pet^fogging judge of the court of confcience is 1>U honour) mud have his gentle- 
sum } and her honour, the wife, mud have her waiting lady—npr is it as iris vath us, 
where between the gentleman and the footman there are no intermedbte ranks: here 
there nuift be a nmitre 4 ^hotel and a feccemry; and as hU honour has gneat bufiii^ every 
where but ikt hb own court, he mud likeWife have hb coach. In a word, there b not a 
court si Europe, esc^t the Turkiih, which pays its fervants of the iecond order fo well 
as tiib fioei»sand yeii>b fo ill ferved by them. 

Eor fovenlymtre the Emprefs has given up the direfHon of die anny entiieiy.to her 
iBi^ tfd one fees immedbtely, from the very dil^rent dyleof amngement wiuch p;e» 
taiWkess fieom that which obfirins in the avil and easM^bal ik^iaatroeB^ by whom. 
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if ii^goivertM^i Th^ijgh.tba pea&ntiy of the Aullrian dominions hava always been 
foldics®, the finances of thie court were m fuch diforder, till the times of the laft Empe¬ 
ror, that the Dutch and Engliih were always forced to pay fubfidies. The Emperor 
Francis laid the foundation of the greatnefsof the country j but that it is becoming every 
day more and more formidable, is owing to one man, who unites in his peffon, not 
only the inteUedl neceflary to carry on the greateft enterprizes, but alfo the greateft 
knowledge of difeipline, and the oeconomical arrangements of an army; I mean General 
Lacy, without a doubt one of the greateft geniufes of the prefent century. How little, 
indeed, do fome of the greateft wits of the age appear in coniparifon of a man who goes 
into the cabinet to plan arrangements againft the united powers of all Europe—then 
runs through an army of 250,000 men, ib as to pay attention to the fmalieft article of 
the foldiers clothing;—at one inftant, with the bappieft combination of ideas and con- 
•' jeflure of probabilities, lays plans of marches and fieges,—the next writes to the taylor 
and ihoemaker of the army to give the clothes a better cut, and the ftioes a better Hit; 
—Then entertains himfelf with the Emperor in laying plans for the better adminiftration 
of juftice, and the greater concerns of the ftatethen lays himfelf out to endeavour to 
firapUfy the moft t^ing military manoeuvre; then walks through the ftore-houfes, and 
gives orders for the better arrangement of the ftores; and in the next half hour mora¬ 
lizes in the Socratic manner upon any event that happens. In a word, if the power of 
carrying on feveral ufeful purfuits well at one and the fame time is to mark the rhai-p^gr 
of a man, there are few to be compared with the field-marfhall. Indeed, whoever knows 
at all what knowledge of the inianpy, cavalry, and artillery of an army is requifite to 
fet thefe great maftes in motion, will wonder how the head that can do this can attend 
to the buttons of a foldier's fpatterdafhes. And yet, would you think it! with ail t lw 
and a great deal more merit in a thoufand difierent ways, this great man (l bluftil^ 
humanity whilft I write it!) is univerfally hated, not only by all the people of falhion 
bpt by the army whofe father he is! The reafon is a veiy evident one; before his rime 
ievery captain had an opportunity of cheating his fovereign, by furnifhing the fo Mi m of 
his company with every article of clothing, and thofe of a higher rank had a fellow feel¬ 
ing with the paymafter, and divided the contents of the raUitary cheft between 
That is now all at an end; the foldicr is fupplied out of the Emperor’s warehoufeswith 
every poflible article for which he can have occafion, and he receives his pay Ae mo¬ 
ment it is due; lie is better clothed than any foldier in Europe, and acculbmed to a 
thrift which cannot but contribute to the increafe both of his health and ftrength* AU 
the Msjrfhal reaps in return for this is to be laughed at and defpifed. The mnnk y 
know that he is not their friend, do all they can to make him unpopular; but he is wife 
enough to laugh at all they can do, and even to amufe himfelf with the thoughts of doing 
good for whiA he receives no thanks. * 

As for the black band under Migazzi, it is divided into two parties. One of thefe 
thinks with the Cardinal, i. e. true Bellarmine like, and never mifles an opportunity of 
introduem^ an ex-jefuit, when it is poffible. This, however, is the fraalleft m number* 
nor can Migazzi now and then prevent a wolf from being fhut up with his fheep; there 
w even fome bifhops who only wait the Empdror’s permiffion to fell to and level his 
himarchy with tlw ground. In the mean time, however, the Cardinal does what heoan 
to Imep the public fchools and churches free from the infe^ion, A few yeais aso. a 
monk took k into his head to preach that, « Priefts owe the feme fubiedba to 
power as Ae loweft of its fut^eSs—as they enjoy the fiane protefrion and wsiontives 
as rii^, tbw am honnd in the feme nanaer to take upon them the offices of tS ftate 
The church, pahly from its own ufurparions, partly from the weaknefe of tenoral 
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foverdgns, has rifea, in times of darknefs, to a height where the firft Cbitftkns would 
r.ot know it a^ain. Every prince is obliged to promote the j;ood of the chiirdt ws far as 
it coincides with the good of the ftate» &c. See*** The Cainiicial, who in genend does 
not like fermons, immediately marked his prey. The Emperor at firft took the moidt's 
part with great fpirit; this made the cunmng Archbifhop hold his hand; hut as foonas 
the Emperor had fet out bn his travels, the monk was immediately feized and fent pri- 
foner to a convent in Upper Auftria, where he ftiil remains, whilft the Einperor has 
nothing for it, but to fet down thefe and many other traits of the lame kindin the book 
of his remembrance. 

The great triumph of the archiepifcopal party Ihews itfelf in the licenfing of^Bbokr, 
Nothing can be well coiiceived more grievous than the htuation of the licenfers of the 
prefs, many of whom are very fenfible worthy men. They are often forced to alter 
almoU the whole of a MS. ahd after all remain anfwerable for whatever an old court 
lady, a monk, a fool, or a knave, may fee obnoxious in it when it comes out; but their 
hardeft work is to manage what is publiftied with regard to the country; for one grand 
principle obtains here, which is, that nothing which is Auftrian can be bad. What 
the (late of literature is under all thefe difeouragements, fhali be the fubjid of my next 
letter. 


LETTER XXIV. 

Vienna, 

THE powers of the foul are like the powers of the body; as the various ez^ifes of 
fwimming, boxing, dancing, and running give ftrength and polifli to the one^ a 

cqptinued flate of reft would inevitably deprive it of, fo to develope the powers of the 
foul of a people, the mind muft have its gymnaftic exercifes too. Freedom of moo^M 
is to the body, what freedom of thou^t is to the foul, and unnatural compulfion ren¬ 
ders body and foul alike torpid and ftitf. 

Of all the nations mentioned in hiftory, the Greeks and Romans were thofe whofe 
philofophy was the leaft united with their religion; and it was probably owing to this 
caufe, that their fpirits received an impulfe which the Egyptians, Babylonians, and Chal- 
daeans never knew. Philofophy, and whatever was called fciesce among thefe laft, were 
the fpecial property of the priefts, whofe intereft demanded that they fhould be fmothered 
in hieroglyphics, and kept from the people. The little that fome learned Greeks gleaned 
from their voyages to the Nile and Euphrates, were not the produftions of a fruitful 
'genius; but only tedious invefligations, which the flow amd progreffive labours of 
monks had traced out. Their celebrated philofophy did nothing for the people; it had 
nothing benevolent in it; nothing that purified tafte or fenumem; nothing that ex¬ 
tended the comforts of focipl life, or advanced the progrefs of Inflation. It was the 
dry refuh of fblitary ftudie^, and the people who could not underfhmd its drift, took no 
flare in it. 

When more modern Rome wove rite web of power, and c^eavoured to* j^tn the 
maftery over mankind by commandii^ their opinions, it was natural that all the amt 
and feiences Ihould be fubjefted to religion. I'he figure of the earth, the fpoto of the 
fun, and the whole, of the Coperntcan ^ftem were to be recondled to the Jetter of firrip- 
lure, the fathers, the councils, and the papal bulls. Evetf thing was referred'to«re.; 
‘ligion; and had not die Pope endeavoured to fubjed the power of prince* m it; fvd 
ihculd ftiU have been in the darknefs of the eleventh century. ; ; .v 

Long after the reformation, the enftom of looking upmt every thing W!hh rd%ioua 
ftiil condnued. Thejiroteftaiu priefts canid not forego the olAeuftont of 
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being, the aititeTO Gf inorpIity. It is true, that b)r the feparadon they undermined 
their'own pow»r but they did it by degrees, and v^hout being confcious of the con- 
fcquenccsi Though Lutbw permitted the temporal princes to feize the eftates of the 
ec^fiaftics, it is evident from his writings, that as a reformer of the church he placed 
himfelffar above all the powers of this worid. Calvin’s infolence and fpirit of op- 
preiEon in religious matters is well known. Their followers long maintained their 
ufurped domination over the temporal powers, and the regions of fcience. Some of 
them are ftill in poffellion of it at this day. We muft do our author the juflice to ac¬ 
knowledge, thitt it is the firfl: fmee the times of the Greeks and the Romans, in which 
true freedom of thought, and a philolbphy really beneficial to mankind, has appeared. 

No doubt but the Engliih have greatly taken the lead in thefe matters. That they 
did fo, was owing to the fpirit of their conftitution in fome degree; but ftill more to 
the eftablilhed toleration of fo many fedaries, who not being united to each other, 
could eftablifh no general plan of tyranny over the opinions of their fellow creatures. 
It was natural for the Engliih, divided as they are into fo many feds, who enjoy almoft 
the fame privileges in theftate, by degrees to confider legiflation, fcience, and whatever 
elfe belongs to focial life, as independent of religion ; whilft, on the other hand, the 
Swedilh and Daniih priefte, as well as thofe of Ibme proteftant republics, w'ould con¬ 
tinue to exercife their empire over all worldly concerns. The fpirit of the Engliih* 
man, fettered by no reftraints, took the eagle flight that carried it beyond the rival 
nations. Their philofophers allowed thcmfelves to wander through very contradidoiy 
fpeculations. They had their Cynics, their Pythagoreans, their Platonills, their Epi¬ 
cureal^, and many others; but they #ere, like the ancients, all of a mind about the 
effential duties of man: and the difference of their fpeculations only fet their oppofition 
in a clearer light. Even in the fciences of calculation, they /hewed the energy of a 
genius, that was accuftomed to allow itfelf to expatiate freely in the various fields of 
fcience. It is true that they often gave into the moft^ridiculous hypothelis, and tlje 
raoft puerile fuperftition; but thefe excrefcences of the freedom of thought are as in- 
feparable from it, as other excrefcences are from civil freedom j nor can you prevent 
all abufes, without taking away the thing kfelf that is abufed. 

All I lhall fay of our own country, is, that the freedom of thought is much lefs • 
limited in k by government, than it is in feveral countries which call thcmfelves free, 
much lefs fo as to religious matters, than in many proteftant countries. I muft now re- 
turn to Vienna, from whence I have taken a pretty long excurfion. 

I had heard fo much, throughout my journey hither from the Rhine, of the Rate" 
of the fchools in Auftria, and of the great care the Emprefs took in the education of 
her fubjeds, and for the improvements-of arts and fciences, that I thought of nothing 
all the way but finding Vienna a German Athens. It was probably owing to thefe 
over great expectations that I was fo much difappointed. The fchools for the young 
children are, of all the public inftitution^ far the beft, though many things are taught, 
even here, which tcan be of no fervice in life, and only ferve to make young pedants 
and ebariatam. Reli^n and morals are taught tjjera in a way that can neither warm the 
heart nor enlightdl the head, nor is fufficient &re taken of the morals. Thefe defeds 
are, however, in fonw meafure fupplied, by the infight giyea into commerce, naviga¬ 
tion# agriculture, &C. And it muft be confeffed, that thefe fchools are the ohty ones 
J have • hitherto feen in the catholic ftates in Germany,. in which the children are more 
taught to be good citizens than ^od monks. .iStill, Imweyer, the two predotninant 
feMures of this frate, blind fubordination, and a regard for monks, are ve^ prevalent 
Jiemii But jel l cannot conceive how 4 b many families ftill prefer to truft their bbil- 
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dren to the private education of f rench women j (who are commonly caft.off ftrompets, 
or fooUlh chambermaids, who prefer being governeffes here, to making fires, and 
\varming beds in France;) or how fuch fwarms of French and Italian abbes are fti!l 
^allowed to educate the young men. It muft be allowed, indeed, of the fchools, 
^hat as they are ftill new inflitutions, in which there obtains no thorough -welkdigefted 
fyftem, and as there are frequently changes made in them, they have not yet had any 
•very fenfible effed upon the public manners} but it is probable that the next genera¬ 
tion will find the advantage of them. 

i attended the feveral courl'es read by the ■piblic profeflbrs. It is certain that the 
expence of thefe muft be very great to the Emprefs. Not only the courfes ufually 
read elfewhere are free here, but they read upon feveral fubjefts wluch you muft pay 
a very high price for with us. Such are the living languages, the fciences of politics, 
.£cc. There prevails, however, ftill a kind of barbarity, which makes one lament the 
great expence the fovereign is at. Mr.Pilati, the editor of en differens Paysde 

. 1 ’Europe, from 1774 to 1776, fays, he has heard it maintained in an Auftrian univer- 
fity, “ that all the property of the fubjedt belongs to the fovereign.” I cannot fay 
-quite fo much; but I believe that no reader on the law of nature here, would dare 
10 aflert that the fovereign has duties to fulfil towards his fubjeQs, as well as the fub- 
je£ls tow'ards him. 1 was aftured that the finding thispropofition, in the fyllabus of a 
Benedidline of Saltlburg; had given fuch offence to one of the licenfers or the prefs, 
that the perfon who had the book was defired to fend it out of the country. The 
•Roman law too, with all its numerous train of comments and paraphrafes, fo far re¬ 
mote from our prefent conftitution and manners, ftill fupports itfelf in this famous 
funiverfity, and muft make the candidates for the profeffional tdiair pedants and falfe 
reafoners. Ae to the jtu publicum, thofe who have happened to hear leftures read 
upon it here, and at Strafburgh, would not believe it to be the law of the fame em- 
]:^e. At Stralburgb, Germany is confidered as a republic, in which the Emperor 
only occupies the place of a conful, or di£bitor; wh«*eas here he is confidered as a 
moft abfolute monarch. Our own theology is fufficiently barbarous; but here I have 
heard them read for an hour together, de inmiaculata concepiione Marin. Another time 
I heard a fubtile doftor making very ferious enquiry whether, fuppofing any man to 
have had exiftence before Adam, he would have been tainted with original fin! As 
to Chriftian ethics, they are ftill taken from Bujenbaun, Voit, and their fellows. I 
^tave heard fuch lafcivious deferiptions in the public fchools as, had they been found in 
a profane book, would unavoidably have placed it in the index of prohibited books. 
It is true indeed that Bufenbaun, in his Morality for the Stewes, has declared that it is 
right to read plainly upon morality, even though it fhould excite finful affedions in 
the fcholars, and even though thofe affedions fhould break out into finful adtons. 
For he fays, “ it will do the more good at confeffion.” As to their metaphyfics, they 
are the very quintefl'ence of pedantry and nonfenfe. Though I was not furprifed to-hear a 
a learned profeffor demonftrate, that two fingle fubftances could not kifs and embrace 
each other, and that it was not impofiible but that-one and the fame thing fiiould ex* 
jft in the fame inftant a thoufand times in different places; I coulcFnot well conceive 
what my learned man meant to do unth this laft propofition, which I remembered to 
liave fecn in a metaphyfical book, till at length it ftruck me, that it was intended to 
make the people underftand how the body of Chrift might be in every confecrated •hoft; 
from Canton to Berlin at the fame inftant; for every thing here has a reference to re* 
ligion. What amazed me moft; however, in my metaphyfician, was the feemlng ex* 
font of his erudition. There was not a metaphyfician from the JStbiepian Troglodite to 

* 2 John 
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Sibn Jimest whofe works be did not feem to have read through \ he quoted from' 
every language that ever exifted, and in the courfe of half an hour conned at lead fix 
antagoniffs. He amnfed me, in Ihoit, fo much, that I could not help going often to 
hear, and get what I could out of him. At length I borrowed of a dudent, who was 
in the fame houfe with me, the inetaphyfical lefture book he read from, which was 
written by the Jefuit Storchenaw. At firft fight you would imagine that this Jefuit had 
found out the fecret of making metaphyfics overturn all poffible knowledge.- Not only 
all the old fefts, fuch as the l^hagorean, Platonicians, and Epicureans, but likewife 
all the fathers of the church were here coHeded together. Next to thefe, you find 
all that has been written in the middle or latter centuries, by Machiavel, Hobbes,^, 
Spenfer, Defcartes, Mallebranche, Bayle, Leibnitar, Locke, Vdtaire, Rbuifeau, Bo- 
lingbroke, Hume, Helvetius, the author of the Syjlem de la Nature, and a thoufand 
other writers, who certMnly never dreamed of being confuted thus in a lump, by a 
jefuit of the univerfity of Vienna. The ftudent, of whom I borrowed the book, 
concmed himfelf to be poiTelled of the kernel of all thefe writers, nor had he the lead 
doubt himlelf to be able to overturn all the fine fophiftry of Bayle and Spinofa, with. 
two leaves of his book. You may fuppofe I was eager to be acquainted with a man 
who knew fo much. But how furprifed was 1 , when a friend of his aifured me he: 
had never read a line either of Bayle, Machiavel, Voltaire, or many other writers 
whom he had confuted! He bimfetf had once lent him three quarto volumes only for 
one fingle evening, and in a few days after found them anfwered in a difiertation. 

The bed leftures are, without a doubt, thofe given on phyfic. Van Swieten has* 
done what was-to be expelled from him In this branch. The profeflbrs afied'to be of 
no feft either pad or prefent, but accuftom their fcholars to abufe Hippocrates, Galen, 
Botrhaave, &c. and to trud only to themfelves. Except Storck, however,. who is 
phyfician to the Emperor, there are hardly three good phyficians here. Yet the me¬ 
thod of learning prance is a good one. Every candidate for » degree has a certain fet.\ 
of patients in the hofpitab Thefe he vifits and prefcribes ibr, and then writes down 
the fymptoms of their difeafe, together with his reafons for giving the drugs he orders. 
I'he profelTor.then comes; looks over the pvefcriptions^ compares them with-the date 
•f the patient,, and makes his ^bfervations on them. 


LETTER XXV. 

Pwrna. 

VIENNA fwarms with? literati. When a man accofts you, whom you do not 
know by dirty hands for a painter, fmith, or Ihoemaker, or by his livery for a foot¬ 
man,, or by-his fine clothes for a man of confeqaence,. you may be afiured that you fee 
either a man of letters, ., or-a taylor; for between thefe two claifes I have not yet learned 
to diftinguifli. It would .be vain for you, however, to aik me the names of thefe great 
men; for I confefs I know none but the very, few who have a real title to that appel¬ 
lation, fuch as HeHi,Marrini, St<»ck, Stephan],. Denis,-and Sonnerfels, the only 
philofopher who defbrv^ the name, the only* one who unites ufeful knowl^ge to pa- 
triotifin,. tade," and elegance. . As to-thofe among the highed ranks, who either cul¬ 
tivate their Imowtedge'fer thenrielves, or: employ> their talents-in the fervice of their* 
country, they would be afliamed of the title of man of letters, d^raded asit now is. 

1 happened by chance to take up a book, written by a profeflbr of Lintz; it is-called’the 
Learned, bat for its contents might as well have been called the Unlearned AaSim, as it 
does not pve an account of a fingle original work that hasmerit, but only mentions about 

(me- 



83 


rtbsbpck's travels through grrmahv« 

one hundred writers of diflertations, bad verfes, fermons, and miferable cotnedies- 
But the place abounds in fuch authors, whofe knowledge of the world does not ex¬ 
ceed that of a common footman. In Paris you would be furprjfed to find a man of 
letters not acquainted with the hiilory of his own country, that-of Europe, and fo 
forth. Here it is a prodigy to. meet with one who knows any of tljcfe things. 

Many of the Emperor’s officers, with whom I am acquainted, deferve the title of 
learned men much more than the miferable wretches to whom it is given. ‘Befides 
profeflional knowledge, moft of the former poff.;fs a certain knowledge of the world, 
and the habits of converfation ; and I know feveral of them who may be called philo,- 
fophers, which is not the cafe with four of the other clafs. * 

The Italians and French are generally reproached with having worn themfelves out. 
This may be true, but it did not happen bemre we had produced ma(ler<pieces in every 
branch of fcience y whereas thefe people, as has indeed been’acknowledged by their 
own writers, have gone llraight from barbarity into barrennefs; nor has philofophy 
ever had her day here. The reafon of this may be eafily affigned. Hitherto the 
daemon of monkery ha® held the national fpirit in its claws; and though attempts 
have been made to fet it free, the daemon has only allowed it liberty enough to play , 
and has hitherto been both powerful and provident enough to prevent its Have from 
becoming its mailer. It is Jofeph who mult break thefe chains. 

After what I have'been telling you of the ftate of things, you will not be furprized 
when you are told that moft of the men of merit here are foreigners. Lacy, Laudohn 
and Wurmfer, in the army, w-ere not bom here; and as to the reft, Storck is a Sua- 
bim; Denis, the great Auftrian poet, a Bavarian; and Hell, the mathematician, 
a Silefian; nay, though the higher polls of the ftate are occupied by natives, yet are 
the Emperor’s confidential fecretaries foreigners. What is more, all the new enter- 
prizes have alfo been fet on foot by foreigners, who have been but indifferently re¬ 
warded. The inventor of that moft ufeful of inftitutions, the pexihy poll, was obliged 
K) run away for debt; a French officer who bad been called in to make fome improve¬ 
ments in the artillery, had his work made fo uneafy to him, that he was obliged to 
look for more gratitude at Naples; and an EngUfliman who had taught them the art 
of gelding h'orfes fafely, being paid only in great promifes, and neglefted when the 
bufinefs was done, was made fo unhappy by it, that he (hot himfelf through the head, 
jand left a note upon his table, purporting that he died bccaufe he had been led into 
contrafting debts, a thing he was not accuftomed to. This negltflof merit is not to be 
charged to the court. Thofe who can come into the Prince’s fight are no where more 
fplendidly rewarded than they are here; but then it muft be confeffed too, that there 
is no place where the minions of a court fo well underftand the art of keeping ta¬ 
lents out of fight. The Emperor indeed ftrives to break thefe intrigues as much as 
he can, and to meet merit halt way; but it is impoflible for a great monarch to do every 
tiling. 

I have little to fay of what concerns the arts, though I faw the academy’s annual ex¬ 
hibition of painting and fculpture. .The former confided merely of portraits. In fta- 
tuary there were only two bulls, one’of the Emperor, the other of the Emprefs, which 
gave me any pleafuro; but you know I am no great connoiffeur. The great triumph 
of the arts the theatre, of which therefore 1 ihall give you an account in my next 
letter. - 


LETTER 
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ij:tter XXVI. 

Vienna, 

SIXTEEN years fince, harlequin was the life of-every dniftiailc pcrfornrance } no¬ 
thing was agreeable but what he did or laid ; thottgh the critics of the northern parts 
of Germany have hided him from their fiages, thc^iftiullitude hcix* ftill wifh'for his re¬ 
turn. When harlequin was difinidcd, attempts began to be made towards forming a 
national iheatn’; this was done by flow degrees, but it has at length come to confiderablc 
•perfedion. I have fecn them play the P./erc dc Famillc here nearly as well, I think, as 
it could beaded on a Paris theatre. The company is feled, but it has the fame faults 
as that of Paris; the fiiults which every company muft have that is not under very 
Itrpng government, 

1 was converfmg fome days ago upon this fubjed with one of the principal adors : 

We form,” fays he, “ a kind of parliament amongll ourfelves, and the intendaut of 
the court has no more power over us, than the king of Great Britain has over the 
lloufe of Commons.” So much the worfe, thought I j the republican form of go¬ 
vernment, which is always a bad one, mufl: be particularly fo for a company of players, 
part of whom defirc always to be the kings and princes which they are upon the boards, 
and to'hold their comrades ia the fame flute of fubjedion they do there.' 

1 mufl introduce you to the acquaintance of tha principal of thcl’e whigs; the^are 
really, worthy to be known to you, for they deferve the refped in which they are Held, 
and winch has gained them admittance to all the beft focieties of the place. 

The elder Slcphnnie^ the manager, is an extraordinary man off the ftage. He has 
read much, and has a very good heart. He has a great deal of wit, and all the manner 
andipolifli of a man of the vTorld. It is a pity that his make is not the bed for the 
theatre} his feet are ugly, and the belly is not quite what it fliould be, to correfpond 
with the upper part of the body.. He endeavours as much as he can to conceal this de- 
fed by artificial poftures, but you fee that his figure hurts him. After Brockman, he 
is the befl fpeakcr on the ftage, but not the moft pleafing, as his voice often wants 
force. His pronunciation is remarkably good, ■which he owes to his education ia 
Saxony. His countenance is naturally expreflive, though not fo mhch fo on the ftage 
as it might be, from the circumflance of his being fair, and not painting fufficiently. 
His principal parts .are thofe of affectionate fathers. I-have no where feen Lc Pere de 
Pamille played better than by him ; but as he is confeious of the imperfedions of his 
figure, and has to do with an unmanageable fet, he is often forced to take up with parts 
not made for him. On this principle 1 have often feen him play young, lively princes 
with no great credit to himfelf} ftill, however, there is fenfe m all he does, and lie makes 
every thing that can be jnadc of a part. Befides feveral tranflations from the French 
■and Englilh, if I miftakc not, he has written feveral original pieces. 

His younger brother is the dired oppofite of Jiim, a rough, fliff, arrogant man, with 
we face of Mednfa, and at firfl: fight he feems more intended for a'corporal of grena- 
•diers, than for an ador. He piays the parts of clowns, angry boys, tyrants, execution¬ 
ers, and the like, which are all fo natural to him, that nobody elfc can dojl^em iiis well. 
He is ftill more valuable as a ppet than as an ador. Notwithftanding all tfe faults (oufld 
with him, his pieces are repr^'ented on all the ftages of Germany, even on thofe where 
jieople exclaim nxoft loudly againft them : they contain, indeed, a great deal of nature^ 
admirable characters, and often very fine plots. It is a pity that thefe merits are fiiadeil 
by fome imperfections; but the author is not fufficient mailer of his language, and his 
fertility (for he fells his pieces by the dozens} often compels him to take up with iinpro- 
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bable ftories. If he v^ould but give himfelf a little more time to corred ar^ pofiflj, ht' 
might pafs for one of the beft poets of the time. His Love for the King^ rounded on 
the hiftory of Charles II. his Deferteur ons KindeJJicbc \ Bckanttkhaft in Bad', his 
Wolfe indcs Keerde, and his Unterfchkd Bey Dienjibewerbungen, though not worked u{> 
to ciaOIcal elegance, befpeak true genius. He is entirely callous to all criticifms, both 
in his ading and writing laughs at, or abufe.s the critics to their faces, or if needs muff, 
brings them to order with his lifts. 

Brockman has been here for fome years; he was known to fame long before, and 
enjoyed the fame reputation at Hamburgh, which Garrick did in England, and Le Kaiii 
at Paris. It was a great while before thi-y could perfuade hinr to come to Vienna, 
owing to the I'ear he had of the republican cabals t>f this theatre, and his not being upon 
very good terms wiiii his wife, who was engaged here; but at length confidcrablc offers 
prevailed on him. He is one of ihofc players who do not pleafe you moft at firft fight, 
but improve on you the more you fee them. You muft be accuitomed to fomewhut of 
an unwieldy figure, and fomcuhat of a hoarfe voice, before you can value his merits 
as they deferve; but whoever ran g. t over thefe flight deieds is fure to be enraptured 
with his exprefiioii. Not a lhade of pallioa cfcapcs him. '1 ho uncommon eafe of his 
aftion conceals the extraordinary ftudy which he has beftowed on every motion and 
every word. He is conftantly before the looking-glafs, and every thing in him befpeaks 
underllanding, induftry, and practice. His chief part is Hamlet, which, however, the 
republican conftitution of this theatre does not allow him to play, as it is a rule here 
no^o take from any man a part which he lias once afted, and this part is poffefl'ed by 
Mr. de Lange, a gentleman of whom I fiiall fpeak more freely hereafter. Brockman, 
however, is like Garrick, and can play every pari, from the fultan to the flave.—I do 
not know a greater proof of a thorough knowledge of the world. 

We now come to a man who is truly an unique in his way, I mean Bergopzoonier, one 
of the greateft charlatans, and, at the fame time, one of the greateft workmen in hit 
art I have yet feen. He kept a theatrical academy at Prague, wliere he Iiit upon thc 
lingular devif e of making every motion oi I lie hands or feet by letters of tht; alphabet. 
AVhen he faid A, B, C, D, &c. his fcholars w ei c to fall into the correfponding attitudes. 
He is likewile the author of a very dreadfu! tragedy, tiio chief character ofwiiich (play¬ 
ed bv himfelf) difpatchcs all the reit, and then dil'paicin s hirnrelf. Deeds of blood .arc 
hisyir/f. I faw him play Richard the ’1 bird very w ell. He is ilrong, but well made 
has a wonderful voice, a lively eye, a great de.il of cxpreirion in his countenance, anc: 
knows how to make good ufe of all ihcfe advantages. He excels even Brockman it 
art, for he paints his face of all poliibie colours, in onler to hit the face of the perfor 
lie reprefents to the life. He puts on a great deal of falf'e hair, which he tears oil whei 
he is in a paflion, and toftes about the ftage by handfuls. His wounds muft bleed tnu 
blood: when he is in great paffions he olten fjiits blood. 1 faw him throw himfelf 01 
the ground in Richard, and grin, and grind his teeth in fuch a manner, as really mad< 
me Ihudder, With all this, there i^ an appearance of nature in his expreflion of thi 
paffions, that forces an adept in theatVreal matters to forget all his trick and grimace 
His I'ayel* furpaffes every thing of the kind 1 have ever feen. He thoroughly under 
Hands the advantage an aftor has in ufing a proper climax of voice. In the part of 
Camillo Rotai in Emilia Calotte, he makes the whole pit fhudder, without any motion 
of the arms or any alteration of countenance, barely by fpeaking five or fix words. 
Nor dees he excel only in the parts of kings and murderers. His Sir John Rejllcfs, in 
All in the Wrong, is a mafterly performance. You know what a dilficult part that is. 

* A charaftcr in the tragedy of Percy. 
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it is Jl pity that he will not play thefe kind of parts oftener. To funi up his character, 
he is a go^d companion, and, xvhat is more rare to be met with ih a player, a man of 
fo/ffane. ♦ , 

Amongft all the a^ors, there is none who has fo many friends and proteflors amongfl; 
the great people, as Mr. Miller. The man underflands every thing; he makes lotte¬ 
ries at the public aflemblies, keeps toy-booths in them for the ladies; has a clever wife 
and handfoinc daughter, who play upon the harpfichord in the houfes of the great, and 
he knows how to improve all thefe advantages. His credit is fo good, that he is faid, 
though I believe matters to be a little exaggerated in this refpetl, to have conftantly 
50,000 guilders of other people’s money in circulation. He lives like a great man with 
the great. His houfe Hands in one*of the befl and moft expenlive parts of the town. 
He has a fuit of rooms furnifhed with great taftc and magnificence. He hires an elegant 
garden in one of the fuburbs, where, in fumtner time, he. keeps open table for all the 
world. All the wits of Germany bring him letters of recommendation, and he takes 
them into his houfe. The acquaintances he thereby makes, amongft the great perfons 
here, and the learned perfons there, fully pay him for his hofpitaliiy. He has alfo writ- 
ten I'ome plays, but thel'c have not anfwered fo well as his dealings in toys. He is the 
moft infinuating man in the world, and as he endeavours to ferve every one, fo he is 
defirous of being ferved by them. As an actor, he is intolerably vain. His proper 
parts arc thofc of pedants, footmen, and tattlers; but as he does not like to play a 
dilFcrcnt part on the ftage from what he plays off it, he will be enadbing courtiers and 
petits maitrCvS. ♦ 

Mk, Lange, whom I mentioned before, is a handfome man, and has a very good 
voice. His fault confifts in his being a painter. All his attitudes on the theatre are 
academical, and his ftift'. movements remind us of thofe drawing-fchools in which they 
put the figure in attitudes, in which it is feldom or never feen in nature. He might 
give up his Hamlet to Brockman, and be no Jofer; but he has a perverfity about him 
which is a ligu .of a final 1 underftanding. When he is to fpeak a fpeech, which he 
thinks will meet with applaufe, he comes as near to the pit as he can, and often goes 
beyond the lide-boxes. He has too little underftanding to a£t the parts of ordinary life. 
His foric is in heroes of romance, and he excels in Coucy, in Fayel, He has no com¬ 
mand of his fine voice, but lalls by degrees into finging. He often ftrikes his bread 
with his double lifts. lie has many friends, and an amiable wife, who fings very well. 
By means of his friends he often poffeffes himfelf of parts to which he has no otl^ pre- 
lenfions. In fine, he is likewife one of the few players who are rich. 

The only after of the firft clafs, who remains to be fpoken of, is Mr. Steigentefeb, 
whom I had much rather fee in a room than on the ftage. He is a man of very univer- 
fal knowledge, fpeaks ieveral languages, and has a great deal of wit; but his little 
figure, and a confiderable degree of affeftation, i'poil his afting, which, however, be- 
fpeaks a great deal of underftanding and knowledge of the world. He plays beaux and 
coxcombs, which as wtH as lovers are in bad haiids.-—1 fhall fay nothing to you of the 
remainder, as it would make the catalogue tot? large. 

Madame Sakko has the pre-eminence amongft the ladies. She was formerly Made- 
mouelle Richard, and was more known to the great world betwixt the Rhine and the 
Llbc, by the charms of her perfon than by her afting. She feemed for^ time to have 
loft m love purluits thofe aftonifliing talents which nature had given her, but thty dif- 
covered themfelves by degrees, and fhe has endeavoured to make up for the time loft 
by u^ommoa ihidy and application. She poffeffes a feeling heart, a Greek profile, a. 
lan^ic, or, if I may fo fay, a romantic countenance, eyes full of fire, a very fine per- 

N a fon, 



54 R|ISBBCK*« TRAVItS THJLOVGH CEKl^AHt, 

fon, and a filver toned voice. Thofe who would be quite meited, niuft reefer th the 
part of Cabrlille de Verdis. For the firft time in iny life m a theatre, I felt tears fall fjont 
my eyes. Tragedy, however, is not her/ole forte ; ibe plays the parts of fine ladies, mar- 
cWonefl'es, and devotees, with the fame felicity. She has a thorough knowledge of the 
world, and all the doors of this place, thofe of the imperial cabinet itfelf n(^ excepted, 
are open to her. She is fiich a miftrefs of her motions, that a friend of mine compared 
her to an inllrument which plays treble and bafe at the fame time. Indeed, all the mo¬ 
tions of her mouth, eyes, arms, and body, are in fuch thorough unifon with, and fet off 
each other fo well, that 1 do not know to what (he can better be compared than to an in. 
firument of this fort. There are not three adlrefles in the world to be compared to her j 
and file is worthy to be, as Ihe is, the goddefs of tlfe public’s idolatry. Still, however, 
file was forced to wait lome time bfc?forc the public faw her merit. Her adlion, like 
Brockman’Si docs not pleafe at firlt fight, as that of Bcrgop'zoomer and Lcoige does. This 
is common to all thSt is very fine; you mufi. examine and compare the parts, before you 
can be llruckwith the beauty and fymmetry of the whole. 

Mademoifelle and Madcmoil’elle Nanncttc Jaynet are the next. Thefe ladies 

would be good adtreifes if there was no Sakko. I know no other ladies to mention to 
you but Madame HttbiTi who on and off the ftage eiiadfs the part of a proud, quarrel** 
i'ome, and foolifh wife to perfedtion. 

The whole company is in the pay of the court, and every individual in it, keeps his 
ialary for life, even when he ceafes to be fcrviceablc. The highefl falary paid by the 
court is 1200 guilders; befidcs this the principal adlors have 6oo guildere for fire and 
clothes, and what remains of the receipts after the expences are paid, is divided anmngfl: 
them. I he receipts generally amount to 120,000, and the expences to 80,000 guilders 
a year. The fuperflux is divided according to the falarics. Thofe who have children 
endeavour to procure them a fmall appointment as foon as poffibie. In general thefe 
are given with great liberality. I’hey made Madam Sakko’s hufband (by profelfion a 
dancer, but of no manner of ufe), infpedfor of the wardrobe, with an appointment of 
500 guilders ; fo the two together have 2300 guilders, or about 250 pounds a year. 
The fecond rates have from 800 to 1006 guilders, and the thirds from 400 to 600 
guilders. Jacynel and his two daughters receive 4000 guilders, or about 400 poundfl a 
year. 

The cabals and intrigues which exift in this commonwealth, you can have no concep- 
*t;eptioncif: every new part makes a quarrel, in which the courtiers take part; the pub¬ 
lic fuflirs accordingly. If this company was under good management, it would be one 
of the three firfl: in Europe. As things now are, authors are greatly injured. When 
a play is offered, it is read in the theatrical parliament, when the majority of votes de¬ 
cides whether it fliall be afted or not; the confequence of this is, that a good play is 
often refufed, either becaufe fome of the firft aflors have no good part in it, or becaufe 
they will not leave a good part to another, or becaufe they are not at leifure to. ftudy a 
new part, or which is oftenefl the cafe,,becaufe they know nothing of the merits. The 
author of a new piece, together with a px'emiuro, is entitled to a third part of what his 
work produces, and may fell the copy. Notwithftanding thefe advantages, new plays 
are fo fcarce, that they have been obliged to call in the afliftance of a German opera. 
T-he quarrels this daily occafions betwixt the two companies, and the contempt th^ 
have for one another, is truly ridiculous. The Emprefs takes care that the public man¬ 
ners of the aflrelTes ft all be more decent than they are at Paris. 

Upon the whole, the public of this place has as bad a tafte as that of Munich. Every 
thing here cries out pamm et circfinfesy and the multitude feem to have no other wiftes 

than 
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than fe h^ve tfceir pauuches well filled, and theatrical entertainment by way of delTertjr 
but ncitlieiPtbe tafte pr morals are improved by this. The generality wifii for the return 
of harlequin, who though he cannot appear as he ufed to do, with his motley coat and 
wooden fword, often ftruts about in the hero’s drefs to delight them; at leaft it is only 
to this that I can afcribe the miferable pantomimes with which the tragic adlors inter- 
fperfe their tragedies. The general tafte is for grimace, buffoonery, and exaggeration. 
Of a good plot, natural and eafy dialogue, or pure ftyle, they know nothing. I have 
heard feveral things applauded here which would have been hiffed at Paris, if the French 
of them had been as bad as the German was. 

Befides the national theatre, fix or feven ftrolling companies occupy the fuburbs. 
Thefcareof the fort I have been ufed to in Suabia. The adors confift of taylors, per- 
riwig-makers, apprentices, and ruined ftudents, who are fometimes on the ftage, fome- 
times in the ho|pitaI, and fometimes in the army. Tbefe gentlemen play by a kind of 
half light, favourable to the purpofes of intrigue., Thofe of theth fucceed beft w'ho 
have their booths in a garden, where a man may walk with his friend betwixt the 
ads. They are fo confeious that the public does not come to fee them, that half the 
cortipany is commonly in the ale-houfe whilft the play is going forward, and one mart 
ads three or four parts. 


LETTER XXVII. 

THE editor of Voyages cn differentes parties de VEurope fpeaks l^ry contumelioufly of 
the German nobility, and ranks the Neapolitan ones far above them in point of income. 
He fliould at leaft have excepted the Auflrian nobles, as there are feveral there who 
poffefs more than any fix of the richeft Neapolitans he mentions. Prince Francis Lich- 
tenftein, the elder branch of that family has at leaft 900,000 florins, that is 2,300,000 
French livres per annum. In Moravia only, he has twenty eftates, which confift of 
twenty or thirty villages each ; he is, without comparifon, the richeft man in Europe. 
Lord Cavendifli, who paffes for the moft opuleril man in England, has not above 8o,oool. 
a )^ar. At Paris there is hot either a farmer general, or a man of quality, whofe income 
paffes 120,000 livres. Neither Prince Radzivil, nor Prince Ctzartorifky in Poland, nor 
any of the R uflian nobility, have eftates like thofe of Prince Lichtenftein. Prince Efter- 
hazy has upwards of 600,000 and Prince Schwartzenberg above 400,000 guilders a 
year. There are upwards of forty people here who have eftates of 100,000 guiWers a 
year, the greateft, as Mr. Pilati fays, that any Neapolitan pofleffes, and twelve, befides. 
thofe I have mentioned, who have as much again. The houfes of Charles Lichtenftdn, 
Averiberg, Lobtowik, Paar, Palfy, Kolloredo, Hasfeld Schonborn, and many others are 
much richer than the dukes Pignatelli, and Matalone, or the princes of Palaeroma and 
Villa-Franca, at Naples.* 

Notwithftanding, however, thefe vaft revenues, raoft of the great houfes are in debt,, 
which may be very eaiily accounted for j as in otner countries, fome one favourite lux¬ 
ury or other has the ^feendant, here they all reign; nor is there any fpecies of them you 
can name, either horfes, fervants, the pleafures of the table, play, or drefs, but what is 
earned to the utmoft excefs. Here are feveral ftables of fifty, fixty, or more horfes } 
whoever has an eftate of 50 or 60,000 florins, muft have from twenty-four to.thirty 
horfes; and it is a moderate eftablilhment, which confifts only of a maitre (EhoUly a fe- 
cretary, two de chambre^ two running footmen, one 0^ two huntfmen, two coach- 
meDj five or fix footmen, and a porter. 1 he houfes of Lichtexiftein, ^fte^hayy, Schwart¬ 
zenberg, 
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^enbei;g, and feme others, keep fifty footmen, befide which, the two former Jiavc a body 
gjiard. A fmgle plate of fruit often cofts from ,6o to 70 florins, and Count-^Palm once 
appeared in a coat that had coft 90,000 guilders. It is common to give from 30 to 
40,000 florins for a lady’s drefs; and though, hazard is forbidd^, there are,fcveral 
garys at which you may lofe from 15 to 20,000 florins at a fitting. 

Ihince Rohan *, who I'ome time fince was ambaffador from France here, ^deavoured 
to vie in cxpcnce with the inhabitants of the place, but, befides getting confiiderably into 
debt, he was obliged to confefs at going away, that though a man fpends his money with 
more taftc at Paris, a great deal more may be fpent at Vienna. It is, indeed, very true, 
that they fpend their money without tafle or enjoyment, and feveral of them would do 
bettor to throw half their incomes out of window, and fet the populace a fcrambhng for 
them, for they would have as much pleafure themfelves. At Paris every man has fome 
branch of occonomy, fomething upon which he faves, that he may afford to be expenfive 
upon other occafions. There is likewife feme difeernment Ihewn in the choice of plea- 
fures, and the poor, the arts, and even the native country, come in for fome fharc of the 
expence ; but here all is idle pomp and magnificence.., Amidfl: the wretched fcencs ex¬ 
hibited by the mixture of fuperfluity and rnifery at Paris, the friend of mankind recol- 
Ie£ls that there is a Beauimnt and a Cure de St. Sulpice, who divij,ie among the indigent 
a great part of the fuperfluities of the ricli. But here there is no fource of confolation 
for the old, and often fick beggar, who flinks into the colfee-houfes and beer-houfes at 
dufli to procure alms, whiill the great fpend upon a Tingle meal, what would feed a pri¬ 
vate family for a year. 

The arts-enjoy as little from the riches of this place as the poor do ; almoft all the 
palaces and gardens befpeak nothing but a taftelefs profufion"; and as to collcftions of 
piftures, I have feen none but the Lichtenflein gallery that deferves any notice. It is 
true, indeed, that this may fland in the place of many ; it confifls of fix Hundred pieces 
by the belt mafters, and is divided into twelve rooms, which have a magnificent appeaf- 
snee, but then this is all that is to be feen befides the imperial colledion. 

I had forgot to mention one trait exceedingly charafferiflic of the country. In fome 
houfes, the maflers of which affed to live in the highett flyle, it is cullomary, when an 
entertainment is given, to provide dofes of tartar emetick, and fet them in an adjoining 
room j thither the guells retire when they happen to be loo full, empty themfelves, and 
return to the company again as if nothing had happened. 

Muficis the only thing for which the nobility fliew a tafle j feveral of them have pri¬ 
vate bands of muficians, and all the public concerts atleft, that this branch of the arts is 
in the greateft efleem here. You may bring together four or five large orcheftras, 
which are all incomparable. The number of private virtuofi is fmall, but.thero is no 
finer orchcflra of mufic in the world. I have heard thirty or forty inftrmnents play to¬ 
gether, all wliich gave lb jufl, fo clear, and fb precife a found, that you w'ould have 
thought you heard only a fingle very (hong inflrument; a Tingle (Iroke gave life to all 
the violins, and a Tingle blaft 10 all the wind inflnimeiits. An Knglifhman, by whom I 
chanced to fit, was aflonifhed not to hea^’ in a w'hole opera, I will not fay a Tingle difTo- 
nance, but one hafly flroke, one too long paufe, one too loud blaft. Though jufl come 
out of Italy he was enraptured with the juituefs and the clearnefs of the harmony. 
There are about four hundred muficians here, who divide themfelves into particular fo- 
cieties* and often labour together during a long courfe of years. On a particular day 
of the year they have a general concert for the benefit of muficians’ widows; I have 

I. • The celebrated cai dinal of thatuaoie. 

been 



RIESBECK’s travels through GERMANY. 


been that the four hundrccf play together as diftinftly, as cleanly, and as juflly 

as when there are only from twenty to thirty. This is certainly the only concert oi th ■ 
kind in the world. 

One of the moft pleafing fights I have feen here was that of the lemonade booths in 
the fummer-evenings. They put up a large tent in fome of the public parts of the town, 
round it are feveral hundred (tools, which are occupied by the ladies and gentlemen oi 
the place. At fome diftance there is a band of muiic ; the wonderful nudic, the feftive 
filence, and the familiarity which niglit difl'ufes over every thing, have all of them an 
unfpcakable good eiVect. 

To fee the equipages of Vienna, you inuft go to a fire-work on the Prater in the fum- 
Ihcr time. The Prater is a wood of oaks and beeches on an ifland of the Danube, near 
the city. Towards the entrance, under the trees, there are about thirty tents, furniflied 
with cl'.airs and^tables, in which you meet with all kinds of rcfrefiimeiits. I he place is 
conftamly reforted to by day; but to fee it in its fplendor, you rnuft go to a fire-work ; 
about twelve thoufand people alfemble and take their flipper under the trees. Towards 
the entrance of the night, on a given fignal, they flock to the meadow, furrounded with 
high trees, in which the fpeflaclc is exhibited. Direcfly oppofite to the firework is a 
magnificent amphitheatre filled with feveral hundreds of ladies, whole high painted 
cheeks, rich jewels, and light fummer clothes, have an unfpoakable good etfeef. The 
pit betwixt the amphitheatre and the firework is filled as full, as it can hold with men. 
At the conclufion of the fclHval a moft (extraordinary fight takes place; a row, of from 
twelve to fifteen hundred coaches, phmtons, and other four wheeled equipages, goes 
from the wood to the city, in fo dired and clofe a line, that when they flop, tlie beam of 
the hinder carriages arc clofe upon the cheft of the fore ones; the confequence of which 
is, that as they go only in full trot, or gallop, many of the carriages are broke, and the 
p<^opIc in them expofed to the utmoft danger: moft of thefe are gentlemen’s coaches, 
with four or fix horfes to them; the numberof thefe in this place are at leaft three thou- . 
fand five hundred ; there are about five hundred hackney coaches, and about three 
hundred coaches that arc let out. Notwithllanding the number of equipages on this 
occafion, there is hardly ever the leaft diforder ; the foot-pafiengers have their road 


is, one for thofe who are going from, and another for thofe wiio are corning to the city. 
This order is kept up through the wood and on the ebaufee in thefuburb, till you comj 
to the ciryj and io\m aiinij/icra ride to and fro with drawn fabres to fee that the order 
be obferved. ’I here is no inffance of an accident having happened at the time cf a fcf- 
tivity; all the cafuahies tliat take place through the ncgleft of coachmen, happen in the 
daily bufinefs of the city.; there are, however, never above feveu people driven over in 
a year, whereas at Paris we reckon there are twenty. 

As to the firework itfelf, 1 fet it far above all^tsiie amufements of this place, not ex- 
teptmg the national theatre itfelf. M. Stuwer, who was the artificer, whole works I faw 
underltands it thoroughly ; he exhibits whole gardens, large palaces, and temples, in 
due perfpcjaive, with all their different fhades of colour, and almoft as large as the life, 
liis machines are particularly large and beautiful, and often make from fix to eight 
fronts, trcim wty to fixty feet long. At the opening of the exhibition, they let off fe. 
^al hundretl rockets, which fly up with a noife like thunder, (hake the whole foreft 
W tnake It light as at noon day., A few years ago he had a rival called GirandoHui! 
who, m the eftimation of allconnoiffeurs, had much more merit than himfelf, but was 
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the victim 6f the bigotry of the public* GirandoHni, who, as a ftrangef,^ had more 
difficulty to combat with, than the other, was obliged to uncommon exertions to 
obtain money, to do as much as Stuwer. He had a great number of labourers 
at work during the w'holc fpring and winter, but in ihefummer, on the day announc¬ 
ed for the exhibition, there happened a great thunder ftorm, which fpoiled all he had 
done. His difappointment led lum to ufe imprecations, and-he was difcouraged as an 
athcifl;. 

The Jn^artcn is likewife one of the Aimmer amufemcnts, at which you may meet 
with all the fine world. This is a large park, which Hands in the fame ifland of the Da¬ 
nube as the Prater does, and is to^he ca(t of it; it is a work of the Entperor's, w'ho, 
as the infcription over the door ftatcs, has opened it, as a friend of mankind, for a pla# 
of relaxation to all mankind. It is, however, vifited only by the higher orders ; the 
people who fee it is not made for them, voluntarily exclude ihemfclves 4 it is aftonifliing 
in how fhort a time this park is become what it is. The Emperor, who is determined 
to fee his work complete, fpares for neither pains or expence to procure trees half 
grown, and fuH grown from the mod; clillant part of the globe. Though there are a 
great variety of different trees and llirubs, and the walks have all the beauties that one 
can defii'e, there is a regularity and uniformity in the whole, which makes it like a true 
Knglifl) garden. A very broad arm of the Danube, which wafhes its banks, gives it a 
^reat deal of life. The moft pleafing perfpedive in the whole is that of a large fbreft 
in perfpedtive, which has been cut through on the other fide of the river, and i& 
bounded by the dilhint hills of Moravia, which flit about it like light clouds. There is 
SL magnificent pavilwn, in which is a bilHard-table and refrefhments of all kinds. Thofe 
who wifh to I'ee this place in full beauty, mull vlfit it in the height of fummer in the 
morning. Thecuftom has prevailed for fome years part, of coming here to drink mi¬ 
neral waters; thefe, it is true, arc fetched from upwards of a hundred miles diftance, 
Rnd can therefore do no great good, nor is there any need of it, for the invalids ate molt 
of them very well, and only come here to enjoy the cafe and freedom which obtain at 
Spa, Pyrmont, and other water drinking places. Here all ranks, particularly the no- 
blefl'e and the literati mix together; the -ladies drink that they may Ihew themfelves in 
negliges^ and the men drink becaufe the ladies are not fo (tiff in negligh as they are when 
lull dreffed. 

There are feveral other places of public refort in this town; that which is moft ge¬ 
nerally vifited is the Rempart, which, though expofed to a very warm fun, is ahnoll al¬ 
ways full. The middling people cannot go to church in the afternoon, without taking 
a turn round tlie Rempart, which takes them up an hour ; thofe of higher ranks walk 
to flicw their dogs, which in this place only are fafe from horfes and carriages. Hounds 
are a great article of luxury here ; the fine folks endeavour to outt^o each other in 
them; at prefent the little Tomeranian breed is all the mode; one of-them either Ihow 
white, or coal black, and with a lharp fnout, will fetch from ten to fifteen ducats. Prince 
X, gave twenty-five ducats for one ; ,every man who fets up at all for ton, mull have 
his fpijjcben^ which is here the proper bame of the dog. 1 he pcafants, who are the 
better for this folly, have built a dog-market adjoining to the poultry-market. 

The garden of the Belvedere in the fuburb or Rennevig, formerly in the poffeffion of 
Prince Eugene, is likewife at prefent a •public walk; the garden has nothing particular 
aboat it; but the palace, both on account of its builder, and its admirable fituation, is 
one cf the moft remarkable places in the town; from the balcony on the terrace you 
comniand aviewover the whole town, and all the coumry found. Solne years ago ^|g| 
imperial pidures were moved hither; the gallery connfts of twenty.two large rooms; 
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the lower ftory is tenanted entirely by Italian mailers. , The bcil piflure is a Cupid in the 
act of drawing his bow, by Corregio. It was bought for 18,000 ducats, by the ICmpe- 
ror Charles VI. but with many other pictures had been eniirtly neglcdted and trodden 
under foot, fo that part of it was entirely fpoilt, but what remains is Corregio ilii!. I he 
upper ftory is tenanted by the Flemifli mailers, w'ho, as in duty bound, do nor keep com¬ 
pany with the Italians. The gallery is open to every body three days in tlic W'cek. 

About a mile and a half from the city, in a fenny hollow, you meet witli Sclionbrurm, 
the fummer refidence of the Emprefs, bur where the couimed profpett and bad air did 
not allow me to ilay two days. The palace is immenie, built in a truly great ilyle ; 
the furniture, too, is truly imperial; there is one room furniihed with tapeitry from tlie 
dfihdmsy that coil 300,000 guilders; here too is the menagerie of wild beails, fo delight¬ 
fully i'ung by Metailafio. The moil remarkable I faw, was a true elephant of the large 
breed from India; it was fent as a prefent from the Stadtholdcr, who gave io,oco guil¬ 
ders for it. On an eminence behind the palace the Emperor has built a fa/a ierrena in 
the ancient ftyle, w'ith two rows of pillars on each fide. This points out the fpot where 
his mother ihould have built, if ftc had chofen to have had a fine profpedt and good 
air. When the Emprefs is here, ftie fees only capuchins and old court ladies. This is 
lik'cwife a place of public amufement, as the garden is alw'ays open, as is the palace alfo, • 
at all fuch times as the Emprefs is not there. 

The Kaltcberg, which lies on the Danube, about three miles from the city, pleafed me 
Infinitely more; the w’ay to it is through a wonderfully well cultivated country. At 
fomc diftance to the left, on the flope of the hill, and under forae very old oaks, you fee 
field marfhal Lacy’s elegant villa, with his luigWh garden. By degrees you gain a thick 
foreft on the brow of the hill; on the top of this Hands the Camaldculeufe convent, in 
the fineft point of view you can ira.'iginc. Under fome trees before the convent, are a 
table and fome benches, where the ladies, w'ho cannot vifit the infidc of the monaftery, 
w'ithout fpecial pcrmillion from the archbifliop, are entertained till their friends return. 
Every monk has his own feparate hut, with a little garden belonging to it. 'I'o the outer 
cell there is a terrace which looks over a perpendicular precipice into the Danube, and 
commands a profped of which a monk of this fort is quite unworthy. You have the 
whole city like a ground plot under your feet; you think you hear the conftaiit hum in 
it, and your eye carries you over this part of Auftria, as far as to the borders of Hun¬ 
gary and Moravia. _ The majcftic Danube winds through an immenfe plain; at fome 
diftance it confiderably widens, and, being covered with no woods or elevations, calls a 
filver appearance on the landfcape. To your right, the wood crowned hill you are upon 
gradually decreafes to the fuburbs, whilft to the left it ftretches its high neck along the 
Danube, to where, at three miles diftance, you fee the golden hill of Enferfdorf, wdiich 
produces one of the bed Auftrian wines. The numberlefs fine villages, the blue hills 
fwimming on the horizon, and all the various afpeds of wood and water, diflufe a de- 
light, which imprelTed me to fuch a degree, that I could not help communicating my cn- 
thufiafm to the monk, who was near me. “ Happy,” fays 1 , “ mull be that brother 
who inhabits the outer cell.” “ No,” faid he, we are not of your opinion, none of 
ufe chufe to live in it, for it is too much expofed to the winds, and is as cold again as 
any other.” In a moment the man brought me out of my enthufiafm. You know I 
am one of thofe, who in fummer never think of winter, and who hate nothing more than 
to be forced to fee the ugly fide of things, be they as natural as they may, whilftl am 
taken up with the beautiful ones. After having feen all that the monks had to fliew^, 
l^r Ihirts and all,* we gave them money to fay a mafs for us, and hallened to our ladies 
under the trees. We had fent before us a cold collation, and fome bottles of Shiim- 
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lavci* and St. Jorger. The day was fine, and the ladies in good humour, fq that I do 
licit know whether we might not a little prophane the entrance to the holy place. This 
pilgrimage was undertaken in the firft days of my arrival here, but I have often been at 
the place fince, and have found pleafure there, even in bad weather. 

There are feveral other public places, amongll which you may reckon Mount Calvarie, 
and other places of devotion, which arc vifited by the young people of both fexes, 
not fo much from motives of piety, as bccaufe they are protected from the infpeftion of 
the police. 


LETTER XXVIll. 

Vienna. 

THE prefent court pofTelTes feveral valuable colleftions, all of which are as much as 
poflible open to the public. The imperial cabinet of medals hath fcarce its equal in the 
world ; there arc twenty-two thoufand ancient coins; the modern coins are extremely 
valuable ; likewife a very valuable, and to thof'e who wiflt to iludy the hiftory of the 
middle ages, a very precious part of this colleftion, is that which confifls of all the coins 
and medals from Charleraaine to this time. The. thought was Charles the Vlth’s, but 
the colleftion owes its,exiftence to the Emperor Francis, who laid out great Aims upon 
1 fa)r nothing to you of the feveral other rich collc^lions of natural hiftory, mathe* 
matical inftrurnents. See. &c. but, that like every thing the court poffeffes, they are 
open to every body, without the leaft trouble. But the library is one of the moft pre¬ 
cious in the world. It confifts of more than three hundred thoufand volumes, twelve 
thoufand of which are valuable manuferipts. The building in which they are preferved 
is one of the handfomeft in the town. It is open every morning till twelve o’clock, 
for all perfons who choofe to come. They are furnilhed with tables, chairs, pen, ink, 
and paper ; a fecretary looks in the catalogue for the books wanted, which are imme¬ 
diately taken down from the fticlves by feme livery fervants belonging to the court. 
1 here are fires in the room all the winter. None of the fervants arc allowed to take 
any thing. When once you are acquainted with the librarians, one of whom is always 
in a room adjoining, it is not fo difficult to obtain prohibited books as has been pre¬ 
tended. Mr. Pilati, indeed, in his travels, fays, that you cannot have a good book with¬ 
out the archbilhop’s pcrmifTion; but I myfelf read the Hiftory of the Council of Trent, 
and all Machiavel’s works through, without any leave. 

Exclufive of the court library, there are feveral other public places where people may 
read. ^ The bookfeller Trattnern once took it into his head to have a learned coffee- 
houl'e in his great palace. He promifed to provide the fubferibers with all the newf- 
papers, periodical publications, and pamphlets, in all the Rving languages. If this pro- 
jeft had been properly followed, it might have proved the foundation of an academy, or 
learned foeiety j but the fubferibers foon faw, that Tpttnem had no view but what re¬ 
garded his own pocket. This Mr. Tpttnern compels the profeffors to fell him their 
mpuferipts, and pays them not a farthing for them. He conceives himfelf to have this 
privilege as bookfeller to the court, and exeicifes an intolerable tyranny over all the 
bookfcllers and literati of the place. Notwithftanding the high tone he aifefts, he does, 
not fcruple to defeend to the loweft meanneffes. He prints over agmn, with the impe* 
rial privilege, works which have been already printed with this privilege in , the other 
parts ofrGerraany. They fay he has perfuaded the Emprefs, that let a book be ever fo 
fucceli^ul, the bookfeller gets nothing by it, if he pays the expkiceof printing j fp that 
befide giving him the copy, Ihe often pays the whole expence of printing the books, Ihe 
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takes an interefl: in; but though Trattnern flatters her foibles in many refpecls, there is 
not a perfon in Vienna who difobeys her ordere more ftrenuoufly. If you will pay him 
enough for them, he will procure you all prohibited books, even the mofl fcandalous; 
and tnefe'are the only hooks which the generality cares for; for it is not as witii us, wh<’re 
you meet with I^iontefquieu's Spirit of Laws, Voltaire's Univafal Hijlory, and Roajfeau's 
Social ContraSl, in the hands of people who make no pretences to literature. Here are 
many literati who know notlnng of thefe, and the like books, which they leave entirely 
to the higher nobility, and fome of the officers. What fuccceds molt here is buffoonery, 
and even the bettermoft part of the reading public, is faiisfied with plays, romances, and 
fairy-tales. I know a dozen young men of letters, as thefe creatures here call them- 
felves, who have read nothing fince they came fnm fchool, but German and French 
poets. I was once tempted to go round the table of the |>ublic library to fee what the 
readers Vrere employed in ; two or three out of about four and tw^enty were reading an¬ 
cient writers, one was reading Sully’s Memoirs, and all the reft had eitherTomances, or 
were looking over fuch books as the Mufeum Florentinum, and the deferiptions of the 
Antiquities at Herculaneum, for the fake of the prints. I muft, however, make one ob- 
fervation in honour of the Hungarians; thefe generally call for the feveral hillorians of 
their own country, and they appeared to me to read them with an animation that befpoke 
the freedom of their government. May it not be owing to this difference of govern- 
ment, that the Hungarians, as 1 have generally obferved, haveirmore patriotifht, and 
confequently care more for the hiftory of their native country . than the Auftrians do ? 
I have not found one of all the latter who had a tafte for any ftich thing. 

After what I have been faying, it is not extraordinary that the focieties of this country 
fhould be as dead as they are. The fubjeft of the theatre is foon exhaufted, after which 
there is nothing left but the news of the day, and trifling obfervations. It is only the 
women who keep up the converfation at all; thefe have infinitely more wit, vivacity, 
and knowledge of all kinds of things, than the men. In feveral houfes I was in, the 
men had nothing to fay after thefiru quarter of an hour, but their wives and daughters 
kept up the converfation with great chearfiilnefs. It is very true, that their fund con* 
fifts only of the news of the day, but the news gives rife to remarks, and remarks give 
rife to obfervations and debates that often prove very interefting *, with the men there is 
not even this refource, for they are too ftupid even for this. 

The women of this place are handfome and well made, but they have no colour, and 
their faces are not interefting. They are eafy and lively in their motions, their gait, 
and their fpeech. 1 hey are more compofed, more determined, and more manly than 
* r women, but not fo heroic as the Englifli. I cannot give you a better idea 

of them than by telling you they are between French and Englilh. There are no great 
beauties here, nor any very ugly women. They have not yet imitated our country wo- 
J.”*^*** wmter-drefs, which continues, to be of Polanaifes, trimmed with verv ex- 
penfive furs, which reach down to the feet. As thefe dreflTes have no high pockets, are 
open the bfeaft, and fall eafily about the lower part of the body, they are favourable 
to the fhape, and remind us of the Greek fimplicity. A tinge of fupej-ftition, peculiar 
to the women of this place, is united to great fenfibility of heart, and rather tends toin- 
emfe, than to reprefs Jive, fhendfhip, and benevolence. Moore has made fome good 
I j fubje£l, but nothing gives a better idea of the thing, than feeing 

tnalfes m a convent, and give alms, witha wifli that God may recojrer her 

^ footing here as in Italy; it fubfifts among the great as 

a mode that has be^m once^t^bliOi^ j the poor take k up as a matter of trade; and i% 
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Is only aniongfl the merchants and manufa^urers that you meet with any inftances of 
jealoufy. I cannot forbear giving you a droll inftance of the efl'efts of this, which took 
place fome years ago. A man of faftiion having been rather too frequent in his vifits to 
a rich tradefman’s wife; the huiband, who was difpleafed with the intercourfe, took 
the following method of putting a flop to it: one morning, when he knew the lovers 
were together, he ordered all his fervants to be in w'aiting, with flambeaux on the flairs; 
he then flopped into the room, and told his excellency, that his fervants were come to 
light him home; the other was exceedingly furprifed, but affedled not to underfland 
him ; upon which the merchtmt immediately took him by the arm, and led him very 
ccrcmonioufly down flairs; here the fervants, armed with their flambeaux, furrounded 
him on all fides, and led him into the middle of the ftreet in broad day light; the tradel- 
man in the mean time ftand|ng upon the flops of his houfe making bow upon bow, and 
under the pretence of recommending himfelf to the nobleman’s cuftom, fliouting out his 
name as loud as he could. 

You feldom hear of any extraordinary inftances of impropriety and indecency in this 
place. Confidering the flatc of the countiy, it is not extraordinary, that a tafte for 
pleafure fiiould be fo prevalent as it is, it having certainly more food here than any 
where c Ifc. The number of poor is much fmaller than at Paris, and probably, than at 
London. Every thing, even the clothing of the lowcft fervant maid, befpeaks a great 
degree of aflluence. The prodigality of the higher nobility, the many, and great ap¬ 
pointments paid by the court, and the extenfivc commerce of the middling clafles, 
greatly affifts the circulation of money. The conftant circulation of the town is efti- 
mated at twelve million of imperial guilders, or i2,oool. ftcrling. The expence of liv¬ 
ing is likewife lefs than it is any where elfe, and Vienna is probably the only town in 
which the price of the neceflaries of life is not equal to the quantity of gold hi circula¬ 
tion. This arifes from the great want of money in the neighbouring Wungary. You 
have good wine here for three kreutzers the bottle, and a very good dinner for twelve. 
I know a traitciir, who for thirteen fols a head, furnifltesa tabled'hoie^ confifiingof ve¬ 
getables, broiled meat, a pudding, or roafled calf’s-livcr, and beef; the bread and a gill 
of wine are included : in a word, the man with the forty cronjem might live here very 
well, but if he has more, he will certainly be tempted to fpend it. The more nature 
gives, the more necefiities men make to themfelves, and flic is fo profufcherc, that they 
of courfe become fo too. The infinite number of richly penfioned dependants of the 
court, the numerous nobility, and the many ftrangers who come here only for amufe- 
ment, know no other pleafure, than to follow it wherefoever it leads. Riches, idlenefs, 
and the liberality of nature, muft render a people dillipated, whofe religion is the oppo- 
fite to frugality, and w'hofe governors cannot give their fpirits any other occupation. 

The commerce of this country is now extremely flourifliing; but it was a long time 
before the Auflrians knew how to enjoy the advantages which nature had provided them 
with. Notwithftanding they were mafters of one of the largefl rivers in the world, 
which carries fliips upwards of feventy perman miles before it comes to them, and after¬ 
wards opens them a way into the Levan? and Black Sea; there was no fpirit of trade 
among them till the laft Emperor’s lime. It is true, Charles the Sixth had done what 
he could to promote this fpirit throughout the whole of his dominions, but though his 
attempts had been fuccefsful in other places, he met with a difappointment in the dutchy 
of Auftria and the capital, for the nobility of thefe places ftill conlidercd merchants as a 
kind of brute beafts; and the jefuits kept the proteftants, who in the fcquel, did inoft 
for induftry, either entirely at a diftance, or were fure to crufli them, when they found 
means to creep in. The court, in fliort, contracted many debts, and its credit grew too 

weak 
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weak to afford any fubftantial fupport to thofe who needed its afljftancc. The Emperor 
Francis, having reftored the finances, was himfelf a merchant, and by degrees the no¬ 
bility began to look upon the induftrious merchant with a fomewhat lefs degree of con¬ 
tempt. Still^ however, a great deal was referred for the prefent Emperor, whofc popu¬ 
larity, and averfion to old prejudices, are in no inftance more confpicuous than in this- 
He introduces ingenious artifts and merchants into the firft focieties. It is true, indeed, 
that thofe who think all merit confifts in birth and external appearance, neglea nothing 
to make the plebeian feel he is out of his element; but a word from the monarch fets all 
to rights, and the more the nobleffe difturb themfelves, the more Jofeph is fure to take 
opportunities of humbling their pride. Some years ago, when he was at Prague, he 
came into a large company, leading a citizen’s wife by the hand; all the ladies imme¬ 
diately began to flare, but he took no farther notice of it, than by going down with her 
the only dance he danced. 

After all, commerce would not be very flourifliing, had not the clogs it was under, 
when the Monarch’s confeffor was the director of all the departments in the ftate, been 
taken off, and were it not moftly in the hand of flrangers. 

The facility with which fo many foreign families make large fortunes, is a public and 
ftriking inftance of how much they fufpafs the natives in aflivity and underftanding. 
I’hc baron de Fries, the court banker, a Mhulhaufe by birth, who had no capital, has 
become, in an incredible fhort time, one of the firft bankers in Europe. He is worth 
at leaft four millions of guilders. Moft of the principal manufafturers and merchants 
come from Suabia, Franconia, Saxony, and other parts of Germany. The citizens of 
Nuronburg, Augfbiirg, Ulm, Idndaw, and other cities, meet here with a refuge from 
the tyranny, which every day more and more obtains in their own countries. Moft of 
them have made their fortunes by good fenfe, induftry, and efpecially by that frugality 
which fo effentially diftinguiflies them from the natives. There is no doubt, but that the 
flrangers, and efpecially the proteftants, will likewife make a flourifhing place of Triefte. 

With all this, however, trade is ftill far below what it might be; but it makes great 
ftridcs every day. It is faid, there are already above a hundred filk weavers’ looms in 
the place. There are allb plufli and cotton manufa<Stures, and foreign trade is carried 
on with Auftrian and Hungarian wines, Bohemian and Moravian linens (which go by 
Triefte into Italy, Spain, Portugal, and Turkey,) wrought and unwrought iron, fteel 
and copper, leather, china, and other articles; thefe produce feveral millions. All this 
the government protefts fo heartily, that it has always a fund ready for the encourage¬ 
ment of the enterprizing and difereet projeftor. This fund it lends out without interefl 
for five, fix, or even ten ycai's, after which it receives interefl: gradually from one to 
two or three per cent. 

From thefe beginnings great advantages are, no doubt, to be expefled in the next 
generation, when, inftead of being proud of their debts, the nobility lhall deign to be in 
company with a rich trader, and inftead of rcafoning on a bill of fare, will converfe with 
him on the profits of the year; but education luult firft be thoroughly reformed, for 
whilil it is irufted to French abbes and chambdSrmaids, all that is done for trade is but 
patch-work. 

1 here is bad news about the town ; a few days ago the Emprefs returned indifpofed 
from a country expedition, and this indifpofition is now become a ferious diforder. The 
phyficians fear an inflammation in the lungs, wh'ch, from the frequent changes bf the 
weather, is the common illnefs of this place. 1 hope to begin my next letter in better 
Jpirits than 1 fitj^nh this. Fare thee well.. 
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if the cultivation was what it is in' the greateft part of Suabia. As things now are, §bt 
only a great part of this fruitful land is uncultivated, but even that which is cultivatedls 
not turned to near the advantage it might. In this country they know nothing of arti¬ 
ficial cultivation, fuch as dunging in a cheap way, the mixture of different earths, and 
the ufe of chalky clay to manure, though parts of the country produce this lad commo¬ 
dity in great abundance. They fuffer, at leaft more than half the ground there is need 
for, to lay fallow. Their common way of threfhing, is by driving oxen over the coni, 
by which half of it is left for ftraw. When you are travelling through this county', 
you think yourfelf going over a wild, though you are in faft upon a bottom, which with 
very little trouble would produce fifty, fixty, or even one hundred fold. The roads 
are of an immenfe breadth, and the fields adjoining them of fo little value, that the 
poffillions drive through them, without the leaft ceremony, whenever a little mud or 
rain in the highway reminds them of its being more convenient. 

The inhabitants cxcufe their bad farming by the little value which grain bears, and 
fay, that if their harvefts were ten times greater, they fhould gain nothing by them. 
There may be fome truth in this, but the fault is certainly owing originally to a bad 
government. The value of grain would undoubtedly increafe with an increafed popu¬ 
lation j and if the farmer had fulHcient encouragement, the land might be put to other 
ufes befides the growing of grain. They already grow a great deal of tobacco, faft’ron, 
and other valuable articles; but there arc numberlefs others which might be produced, 
if, what you will fcarce believe, government did not rather feck to difeourage, than pro¬ 
mote agriculture. 

The exportation of the Hungarian W'ine.s, one of the richeft produfts of the country, 
and which, if it were free, would foon ruin thefale of the French wines in tlie North, 
is clogged with innumerable obftruftions. Thefe the legiflature impofes under the 
idea, that if once they did not exift, the trade of the Auftrian wines would be I'uined. 
The difeouragement in confequence has been carried to fuch a height, that not long 
fince there exifted a law, that no quantity of Hungarian winelhould be exported with¬ 
out exporting fo much Auftrian wine with it. Tnis, no doubt, fuits the Auftrian no- 
bility'who have eftates with vines upon them; but it is feeding the little finger at the 
expence of the whole body ; for, as none but thofe who can afford to pay exorbitantly 
for their drink will buy the Auftrian wines, the confequ^e is, that, except a few of 
the rich nobility, France fupplies all the North, which '^erwife w'ould take its wine 
from Hungary. Nor docs the evil end here; the Hungarian peafant, who is oppreffed 
by his lord, leeks to drown his forrow in the cup, which he cither makes himfclf, or 
can buy in moft places for two, three, or four ertutzer the bottle. The confequence 
of this is, that men who in their youth are plump, ruddy, and fecmingly built for ever, 
grow pale, emaciated, and dwarfilh, and begin to droop after thirty, fo that the popu¬ 
lation is already much diminilhed, and w'ould grow lefs and lefs, if it were not for the 
acceifion of foreigners. It is partly owing to this, and partly to the want of education, 
that many trafts of the country have the exad appearance of American lands, and, 
were it not that you fee no fcalps or tnemies Ikulls to drink out of, you would often 
think yourfelf in company with fo many Cherokees. The tax qn Hungarian tobacco, 
when exported, is no lefs hurtful to the agriculture of this country. Certainly the 
farmers of this part of the revenue in the Auftrian dominions ought to have it in com¬ 
mand to import fuch a proportion of Hungarian tobacco, with all they import from other 
places. 

There is no country in the world which has a greater variety of inhabitants than Hun • 
gary. The ancient poffeffors of the country were partly Tartars and partly Sclavoriians. 

9 Amongft 
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'^j&’hiongfl; the former we raay reckon the Hungarians, now properly fo called, the 
Rumanians, the Seders and 'the Yatfigers. Their manners and appearance plainly 
ihew that they are of kin to the Calmncks, and defcendants of the old Scythians. Their 
deep ayes, Aguiar cheek bones, and yellow ikins, diftinguilh them from the Sclavoni- 
ans, who befides are whiter, more flefhy, and ftouter built. There are feveral parts of 
the country in which both the races are continued pure and unmixed. The Sclavonians 
confift of Croats, Bohemians, (who originally are a branch of the Croats,) Servians, 
Ruffians, and Wenden Polackers. There are befides German colonifts, but if they 
choofe to poffefs lands, they muft buy their nobility for 2000 ducats, which make about 
32,000 livres. Befides all thefe, there are Walachians, Bulgarians, Turks, Greeks, 
Armenians, Jews, and Gypfies, \% hich laft are the richeft of all thefe foreigners. 

All tilfe& people, a few of the German colonifts only, and the higher nobility, which 
Is modelled after the faftiion of the court of Vienna, excepted, are ftiil in a barbarous 
ftate. 

Indeed it muft be owned that the court inftead of fucceeding in improving them, as 
it has done the reft of its fubjedls, has rather done them harm than good, by the at¬ 
tempts it has made for the purpofe. Whilft they were left to themfelves, they were 
warlike, and like all the children of nature, whom a falfe policy has not fpoiled, open- 
hearted, hofpitable, fhmk, and fteady to their promifes. An old officer, who fpent his 
youth among the Croats, has aftured me, that they are not to be known fince they have 
been difeiplined; for, inftead of being a trufty, fpnited, and generous foldiery, they are 
become a band of treacherous, tricking, cowardly robbers. “ I had much rather,** faid 
he, “ have had to do with them when they were entirely undifeipUned, and under the 
influence only of their own laws and cuftoms. It is true they plundered both friend 
and foe when we went into the field, and committed every kind of depredation in the 
towns where they were quartered j but thefe were the workings of a (Crong fenfual ap¬ 
petite, which did not prevent their being of the greateft fervice. They ufed to take the 
moft dangerous out-pofts, in the very teeth of the enemy—never deferted—would fol¬ 
low their officers with the utmoft fioelity through any dangers—could ffift days 
without making any complaints, and provided you left them what they had ftolen^hich 
they did not afet to conceal, were indefatigable on a day of battle. The alteration 
which difeipline has efieded in them is, that they, indeed, fteal no longer openly, but 
they fteal fecretly, and fteaWfrom each other whenever they can; they have learned the 
methods of concealing their thefts, and are alwsiys making cabals agamft their officers; 
and though become too cowardly to defert when there is any danger attending defer- 
tion, they are fure to do it whenever they can with fafety. They grumble whenever 
they are kept two days embodied in the field, and never put on their uniform without 
curfing it. They look upon their overfeers as their enemies, and hate than. Formerly 
it was an unheard of thing, for a Croat to go over to the Turks, but now they Join 
them to the number of twenty and thirty, and plunder their native country. The lame 
thing is true with regard to the Sclavonians; and even the reft have been rather hurt 
than better^ by regulations not adapted to the«r*circumftances.** 

What this gentleman faid from experience is conformable to true philofophy; /or it 
is only by religion that you can ever be fuccefsful in civilizing a barbarian. Any 
attempt, any reftridion which tends to cure him of his vices, without (hewing him the 
advantage of virtue to hknfelf, only makes a motley compofitiondf the fimltstxf the two 
ftates. 


;voL. VI. 


p 


LETTER 



RIESBECK's travels through GERMANY. 


io6 


LETl'ER XXX. 

Viennj. 

NO doubt but there is much illuHon in RoulTeau’s idea of focial contract. Eate. 
which plays fo many other ^raes with us, throws us into fome peculiar focicty, by 
which we are fettered before we have time to think of a contraft. Accident, and iron 
heatted necei|l^, have been the true l^iflators of ail the monarchies, ariflidcracics, de> 
mocrades, ah^'heir numerous fubdiviflons, that ever exiiled in the world. It is like- 
wife certain, that upon the whole, we find ourfelves better under the diredion of capri¬ 
cious forttme, than if we had fet down ori^nally to bind and conned each other in 
eternal chains. The will of the flrongefi ftili Remains the uldmate dedder w ail diffi¬ 
culties, and whatever covenants there might have been, it muff have been fo, as oltcn 
as the ftrongefi ihoulu have felt his weight, or his intereil fftouid have come in compe¬ 
tition with that of others. 

It is neverthelefs true, that in thefe various galHes to which we are chained, the good 
of the whole cannot be better promoted, than when the will of the whole, or at lead of 
the majority, arc direded according to the plumb-line of legiffation, and of focial con- 
trad. No Sultan has any thing to fear from this participation of his power, though he 
Ihould divide it with all his fubjefts, from his Grand Vizier, to the loweft flave under 
him. The fovereign, whether he has one head or a hundred, cannot promote his own 
interefi: more effeftually, than by confidering his I'upreme will as the refuit of the en¬ 
lightened wills of all, or the greater part of his fubjedls. A real oppofition between the 
ii^reffs of the governor and his fubjeds never exifts, when it feenis to do fo, it is t^nly 
cozenage of accident. All hiftory is full of this truth, the attention to which will 
T^dlually fecure the people from tyranny, even when the private charadcr of the fove- 
Veign is a cruel one. The prince can never be more fecure from murder, treachery, 
and rebellion, than when he has convinced his fubje£fs that their intcrells is the rule of 
his legiflation, and it mull be fo, if he will not hurt hirafelf. Intereil is the mod I'acred 
band among men, and their happinefs depends upon knowing what it truly is. The 
misfortunes of men have been always more owing to their governors not knowing in 
what their true interefts confifted, than to their wickednefs or depravity. 

Superftition, and the diflipation of princes together, firft invented that fpecies of poli- 
tics, the pi-inciples of which Machiavel firft colle£led, but did not invent. Nero and 
Auguftits had already ufed it, but it was only in modem Italy that it was coufidered as 
a true art of government. From thence, with other arts and fciences, did this hnflile 
art to human nature fpread itfelf over the reft of Europe. The minifters of fevcral 
European courts, which had formed themfelves after the Italian models, imagined they 
would govern the better, the finer and more fubtle policy they adopted. Lewis Kl. 
Richelieu, and Mazarin, were the great mafters of this art, and from that time to this, 
the happy times of Henry IV. alone ejccepted, it would have been looked upym a.s folly 
in France; to have aimed at governing\hc people by love, gencrofity, and information 
with regard to their true interefts. 

The priefts, particularly the jefuits, whofe government of their own fociety is eftabliflied 
upon principles of the fame kind, contributed much to give them currency in courts. 
There they were treated as holy myfteries, which, like the phiIofopher*s Itone, could 
make demigods of the pofleiTor. Blinded by this political art of gold making, princes 
dared to deviate from the plain and ftrait line of nature, that line w^ich always conducts 
to happinefs, which is the fame in a ftate as in a private family, according to which every 
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governor muft confider himfelf as the mafter of a private family, who has no other view 
than to promote the happincfs of his children, and his fervants. 

The Jefuits, and feme Italian parvenust introduced the fpirit of Machiavelifm into this 
country. Pdo not know whether it is to be attributed to the humour of the nation, or 
any other caufe, that it was not attended with the fame bad confequeuces here, as in 
Italy, France, Spain, and even England, where the grolfeft abufes of religion, friendlhip, 
and love, were fandified under the name of (late necelEty; and treachery towards 
friends, with the murder of fathers and brothers, were only confidered as political jVk 
ii’efprits. Although this,court has not ftained itfelf fo deeply with roya(l| 5 blood,oreven 
with that of dangerous fuhjefts, as thofe above mentioned, it muft be cbnfeffed that its 
adniiuiftration, particularly what rcl ites to Hungary, has had ibrae little apTCarance of 
cunning^d oppreflion about it. No Joubt but that religioi|S prejudices, frpm which 
the Empfefs, amiable as ihe was, was hot quite free, baVe contributed in grirat meafure 
to this. 

On the very afpeft of things, one fees that the government of this country is infidi- 
ous. 1 he intereltaof the higher nobility are different from thofe of the reft of the coun¬ 
try ; their under tenants, which niake the greateft part of the people, are not feudal 
fubjefls, neither have they any real property j they are farmers who may be turned out 
of their farms upon the leaft diflatisfadtion. The nobility contributes nothing but free 
gifts to the neceffities of the ftate, tliough it is in pbffeffion of half the produce of the 
country. It is almoft the only order in the ftate, for the higher orders of theprieftbood 
are cnofen from the nobilfty, fo that the interefts of the two orders is in fadt one. The 
cities are too finall in number, and too infignificant in themfelves, to form any corps 
capable of making head againft the other two. In Ihort, the boafted freedom of Hun¬ 
gary is only a privilege of the nobility and clergy, to live at the expence of the whole 
country. 

Hitherto, the court have tried every artifice to deprive the nobility of this pernicious 
preponderance. The conteft between the fovereign and the nobles foon broke out into 
feveral rebellions, the muil famous of which were thofe of Tekely and Ragotzki. The 
execution of Counts Serini, Nadafti, Frangipani, and Settenback, v/hich followed clofe, 
have been quoted by fome, to (hew that tlie court of Vienna, though generally unwilling 
to recur to them, is not incapable of ufmg Turkifli meafures to free itfelf of troublefome 
and dangerous dependants. I own 1 think that its condudt on other occalions fulfici- 
ently juftifies it from thefe reproachqs j and indeed, if the teftitnony of hifiory is to be 
believed, it appears that thefe nobles were traitors. The plan which the court has fol¬ 
lowed for a long time to reduce this overgrown nobility, promifes much more fuccefs 
than any extraordinary adls of feverity, w'hich only ferve to irritate the minds of men, 
and fet them more upon their guard. The court of Vienna, confeious of the influence 
luxury and pleafure have over the minds of men, allured the proud Hun^iians from 
their freeholds to the court, or to the city. By diftinguiflied places, titles, and mar¬ 
riages, they gave them opportunities to fpend their money in a brilliant way, tocontrad 
debts, and finally, by the feizure of their landspfbr the payment, to furrender at difere- 
tion. The deceived Hungarian looked upon it as an honour, to conneft himfelf with 
the Auftrian, who made a greater figure than himfelf at court, and took a ^^ifter ffiare 
in the government of the country. For this purpofe he chofe his. wife at Vienna, p ud 
fettered himfelf by this means. The lady too, by introducing the court mannqyrs into 
his houfe, finiftied corrupting him, and made him entirely depeodanL Tttere is hardly 
sm Hungarian npble, at this time of day, that is either free from debt, or diat dbesiaot, 
like the Auftrian one, look upon his debts as an honour. The court has confequently 
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no further commotions to fear in this country, as the difcoatented j^ple will not eafily 
find a leader with power and confeqttence enough to makdimeir nfings dangerous.--^ 
llie diffipation of* the Hungarians has alfo bound Uiem to the court by another tie, as 
their neceififies no longer allow them to fenre for nothing, but make the pay of the 
court an objeft to them. Another way that has b^ taken, has been that of allowing 
the Auftrian nobility to purchafe Hungarian eftates, in proportion as the owners were 
obliged to fell them, or as they fell into the crown by forfeitures, &c. At this time of 
day, feveral amongft the firfl: Hungarian nol^Uty are Germans, who firengthen the in¬ 
fluence of the court. The two nations are mixed, their manners are nearly the fame. 
The more perfens partake of it, the more indifferent the Hungarian is to its liberty, and 
the lefs eftate he poffeffes, the left he cares for his country. The promotion of the 
higher ecclefiaftics to great preferments, is another mode of binding the nobij^, which 
the court has pradifed with fuccefs. 

Befidcs what has been alrgady dated, the court ufes feveral other means, that depend 
upon time and circumdances. One of the mod efficacious is, the loading the produce 
of Hungary with very heavy taxes. Thefe oppreUions, indeed, immediately affeft the 
nobility only, to whom the exports properly belong, as the people have no property j 
but, indireftly, they hurt the whole country, and particularly the manufedurer, and 
merchants in great towns, by the diminution of the coin in circulation. The duties on 
the exports or itungarian wines are fo confiderable, that the Croats who inhabit the 
mountains are obliged to buy the wine, which, but for thefe duties, they might have as 
cheap from their fellow fubjeds in Venetian Dalmatia. I’he fad is, the court had 
rather let the country lofe money than fuffer Hungary to be rich. 

Almod all the employments of the country, which the conllitution does not require 
to be given to natives, are poffeffed by Germans, who often prove the mod terrible def- 
pots. Thus, in the cities of Illyria, which depend entirely on the council of war, and 
are entirely under military government, almod all the employments are held by foreign¬ 
ers. The Germans have made themfelves fo odious here by their tyranny, that the 
Croat knows no more odious name, than to give a man that of a Suabian. * He is a 
Suabian,* means with them every thing that is detedable and contemptible. Under the 
name of Suatnan, the Croat, as well as the inhabitants of Vienna, includes every Ger¬ 
man, who fs not an Audrian. The natives of Audria, who are fent into Hungary, be¬ 
have there like Turkilh Pachls, or Nabobs: their pride leads them to make the Hun¬ 
garians feel that they are the ruling nation ; their diflipation compels them to ufe every 
extortion to procure money; and they are made dill worfe than they otherwife would 
be, by the difference of their manners and religion. It is from the ppprelliori of fo- 
ret^ers, that the native Illyrian has taken the dilhoned and dubborn part of bis cha- 
rafter, which is fo unnatural to him. 

Notwithdanding that the principal places are occupied by great men, it is impodible 
to be more worthlefs than the greater number of public fervauts afe. Generally fpeak- 
ing,*there is not a grain of patriotifm, a grain of knowledge, a grain pf good will, or a 
grain of activity amongd them. Pri^^ vanity, felf-interelt j and hard-heartednefs, dil^ 
tinguifll them all. The only things they look up to, are the pays and ^be titles, and 
they treit bufinefs as a matter of indifference. Do not imagine that 1 exaggerate, for I 
affure you that what! fay is, with very few exceptions, literally true.' The native Hun¬ 
garians, who harea feare in the government of their ov^n country, h^ve infinitely better 
underdanding of the duti^ of their places, and more delight in difeharging them than 
the Audrians; and yet'the£4pfoffiris almod all the places, and the others are expof^ to 
their tyranivf I . 

Our 
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btir great Henry ufed happy is the gentleman who has his 5000 a year, and 

does not know me.*’ If thii Imperial cornu is de:^ns that the Hungariai) Aould enjoy 
any kind of bappmefs, it is certainly not that recommended by the great Henry. They 
look upon it as indifpenfibly neceffary to bind them in court chains, and takeaway every 
feeling of liberty and true honour from them. They do ail they can to ftifle their na¬ 
tional fplrit; they have no idea of the honour of ruling over a free and fentimental peo¬ 
ple, but conceive they muft make flaves of the whole nation in order to govent it. 

TTiemoft cruel violations of the nationlfcontraffc, and the liberty of mankind^ have 
been thofe Which have arifen on a reiigbus account. I can fafely aiHrin that it would 
take two hundred years more to undo the mil'chief which this court has done itfelf, dur¬ 
ing the two laft hundred years, by the religious perfecutions in Hungary. It is, indeed, 
one of d^fe contradidlions which moftieelingly befpealts the debility of the human 
mind, that whilft the prefent adminidration on the one hand does all it can to promote 
population and induftry in Hungary j on the other, it pej^cutes in every way poflible, 
the mod induftrious part of its fubjeds, and that part whole religious opinions are the 
mod favourable to population. 

One fourth of the inhabitants of the Hungarian dominions, in which I include Tran- 
fylvania and Illyria, are Catholics i one fourth are Greeks, Jews, and Anabaptids; the 
other half are Lutherans, or reformed. From the circumdance of the religion of the 
country being Catholic, it was natural to exped that the Roman Catholic religion would 
be the edablilbed one of the date. With this no fendble man w'ould have been offended; 
—but to take away three hundred churches from the Protedants, while the Jews had the 
power of building as many Synagogues as they pleafed}—to force Protedants to go 
twelve miles to church, whild many Catholic churches were tenanted by rats and mice 
onlyto take away the Protedant fchools, and yet to allow the parents to. fend their 
children abroad for education;—to be eager after improvement in agriculture and in- 
dudry, and yet rather fee the land inhabited by Calmucks and Gypfies, than by labo¬ 
rious and moral Protedants j—to treat thefeworfe, in Ihort, in every refpefl: than the 
Turks or Jews, this certainly was pulling down with one hand, what the court was en¬ 
deavouring to rear with another j it was dedroying the national charafler,‘without im¬ 
proving the external circumdances of the people. It is now well known, and the ex¬ 
ample of the Englifh fully proves it, that the only way out of barbarifm is through real 
religion. Judge then what it niud be to tread this road backwards, and to fubditute 
the fuperditious fpirit of monkery, 'for the mild and indudrious fpirii of protedanihn. 
And yet the Audrian government bos done this, and it has done it, at the very time 
when it was endeavouring to curb the power of the prieds in the other parts pf its. do- 
minions, and forming fuch edablilhmeuts of education, as r^ud fooner or later lead to 
Protedant principles. 

The Protedants in Hungary are, it mud be confeffed, far behind tlieir brethren in 
other countries, in MUdry and knowledge, and. yet, notwithdanding this, and that they 
are only one fourth of the inhabitants of Hungary, tht^ pay half the taxes, and are dill 
muA richer than their Catholic or Greek brft&ren. Altriking lign, fiire, if ever a 
drikmg lign there was, how much their religion correfponds with the good of the whole, 
and how Tittle the court knows of its own itttered. What the court has mod hurt iti'elf 
by, is itstreatment of the Greeks, who form fo large a part of the inhabitants of fois 
country. Indead of rendering tbe prieds of thefe femi-barbarians ufefnl padQls$,. and 
thus enatdihg thfera to civilize their countrymen^ and make them good members of Ib- 
rietyj'SH they hive been foGcitous about has been no^v and thmtooohvert an amhitious 
or avaridous prelate to the'edabliihed church* The fwarms vrixich generdly foilpwed 
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thefe defertcrs, commonly changed noth-ng but their name. From being Greek bar¬ 
barians they became Catholic barbarians, or, as a refpedlable Auftrt-’n officer 'aid, it was 
<5nly adding another mark to the forehead of the fwine. In the mean time the court 
troubled itfelf very little with the education of the Catholic, and united prieflhood, and 
H ill lefs with that of the non^united, things which it is I'o much the interell of the legif- 
lature to attend to, as the fureft means of improving the agriculture of the country, and 
promoting its exports. 

The Greek prieds in Hungary, and Illyria, are exaftly in the fame ftate as the Ro¬ 
man Catholic priefts were, in the lime of Charlemagne, that great man who laid the 
firft grounds of national improvement in religion, and began his work with the prieft- 
hood. I doubt much whether moft of them can write and read, but 1 am fure they 
cannot reckon beyond three or four, without the help of the fingers, and know not the 
ufe of the pocket handkerchief. One oi Uiefc fliepherds of fouls, a Macedonian by Dtrtn, 
who valued himfell much on his knowledge of the Greek, and the reputation of his 
countryman, Alexander, took it into Ills head to inftrud me, as a young man, in the 
hiftory of the Trojan war. He told m\, that a Trojan prince, having run away w'ith a 
French princefs, the Greek and Roman Emperors, the King of France, and the ieven 
Eleftors, went to Troy and took the ciiv after an aftonifhing long fiege, by means of a 
wooden horfe filled w ith armed men.—'Hie man had htai d the hiftory by tradition, in 
Saloniki, or fome other tov/n of his ignorant country, but had not read a Angle old 
Greek author, or a fingle' hiftory. Notwithftanding this, he was looked upon as a 
wonder of learning by his colleagues. Spite indeed of their grofs ignorance, thefe 
priefts are held in greater veneration by the people, than either oracles of Delos or 
Delphi were. Thefe are true privileged thieves, who never fliew a fpark of underftand- 
ing but in the tricks they play to rob the people of the fruit of their toil; but are yet 
fo convinced of their pretenfions to the wool of their fheep, that they make no fcruple 
of taking the head with it, if the patient animals will not fufter theiufelves to be iheared 
quietly. The Catholic priefts, who live at any diftance from the large towns, are little 
^hind the Greeks in ignorance and ill manners, nor are they far behind them in Ihear- 
ing the Iheep. Their whole library confifts of their breviary, and the only thing they 
ftudy is the Latin language. I happened to converfe with one of them who is extremely 
refpefted in his own diftrift, and reahy is diftinguillied for a better underftanding and 
better manners than the reft of them. The converfation turned on the German colonilts 
who go into Hungary. I aftced them how they treated them when they could not bear 
the cumate. His anfwer was, ** Damus illis licentiam repatritmdi**-—Axid now 1 mention 
thefe Germans, 1 cannot helpobferving to you how extraordinary it is, that whilft a third 
of North America is peopled by thefe wandering Germans, whilft one half the inhabi¬ 
tants of the Cape, Batavia, and Surinam, (the two laft fome of the moft unhealthy places 
any where to be found,) are Germans, who thus crofs extenfive feas to break up wafte 
lands, or to get hard bread in the capacity of day labourers; Hungary, which has work 
and bread for fo many millions, Ihould receive fo few. Surely this muft be owing to 
the prevalence of greater barbarii'ms than any poor priefts barbarous Latin; for as to 
the pretended caufe, unhealthinefs of clitnare, Hungary is no more unhealthy than fe> 
veral other climates, and the' natives know how to take precautions againft the damps 
arifingfrom the moralTes. But the want of freedom in religion explains all; it is greatly 
owing AO this caufe that all the ufeful men emigrate, and leave Hungary only the worth- 
lefs ones. The great fault of this government is that they banilh the Proteftants, who 
are the moft ufeml {xirt of their fubjefb. 'I'befe indeed have little delire to fettle in a 
country in which they muft often go journies of feveral days, to fee a prieft of their own 
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perfuaRon, where they are act allowed to build a church, and where the hatred towards 
them and their religion effeftually and perpetually excludes them from civil employ¬ 
ments. All thefe hiticlrances are removed under the gentle government of the Dutch 
and Englifli, who of courfe run away with all the ufeful emigrants, and leave Auftria 
only the worthlefs ones. The perfons who fettle in Hungary, are for the moft pait 
abandoned fcoundrels from Bavaria, Suabia, Franconia, and the countries about the 
Rhine. On their arrival they commonly fquander the fmall fums of money they have 
raifed at home, by the fale of their eftate?, and as government takes little care about 
them, they generally die of grief, or diforders arifing more from their diflipation than 
the climate. That part of them which happens to beg its way back again, reprefents the 
climate worfe than it is, as an excufe for having felt it. I his alfo deters many people 
from coming. Thofe who have money enough prefer America to Hungary, which by 
this means becomes the refuge of fuch only who have a few ducats to pay their paflage 
on the Danube. , 

'I'hefe, however, fuch as they are, would ftill be a confiderable gain to fo poor a coun¬ 
try as Hungary is, if government was fufficiently interefted in their fjite to provide for 
the diftreffes they muft be expofed to from the danger of the climate and their own in¬ 
experience, and to give them fome afliftance in their firft fettlement. There fhould be 
an office eftablilhed at Vienna, or Freiburg, where thefe wanderers fliould be taught the 
firft rudiments of the art they have occafion for. They Ihould be told in what places 
they are likely to meet with moft of their own countrymen, as nothing promotes coloni¬ 
zation fo much as when the new comers find perfons of the fame manners and language 
with themfelves, or with whom they are connedled by the ties of friendlhip 6 r relation- 
Ihip. The Germans, as it is well known, are fo divided amongft themfelves, that thofe 
of one circle look upon thofe of another as abfolute ftrangers to them. All the Bava¬ 
rians Ihould therefore be fettled in one diftriff, and the inhabitants of Franconia, Suabia, 
&c. in fo many others. Above all things, they fhould be taught to guard againft the 
dangers of the climate. Hungary is in itfelf not more unwholefome than Italy, Spain, 
the South of France, or any other warm country; only as there are moraffes all over it, 
the difference betwixt the heat of the day and the cold of the night muft of courfe be 
very fenfible to a German; but he has nothing to do but to imitate the natives, who 
follow what inftind teaches them, and wear a warmer cloathing. The rich Hungary 
wines, likewife, dertroy many a ftranger, and they fuffer ftill more from the very pala¬ 
table, but djungerous melons, which are in fuch plenty that you may have them almoft 
for nothing. Where the body is conftantly weakened by the inff uences of a very warm 
fun, thefe fruits muft be very prejudicial, and the rather, as it is the cuftewn here to 
eat them without bread. Againft all thefe dangers and difficulties the emigrant Ihould 
be fccurcd. 

The fmall fum of money which is given for the journey is n''t fufficient to obviate 
thefe inconveniences j on the contrary, the emigrants fhould have as little ready money 
as poftible, as they cannot know how to make a groper ufe of it in a new country, they 
mull eonfequently either be robbed of it orwafte it. What they ought to be fupplied 
vdthis.wood for building, cattle, and comj and it Ihould be the peculiar duty or the 
civil and religious nunifters of the ftate, to alfift them in their civil and religious necef- 
fities. It muft be confeffed, however, that the priefts and governors of Hungary are not 
the people fit for this bufinefs; for if the court was to be at this expence, they would 
take care to be themfelves the greateft gainers by it; but the court has hitherto mani- 
fetted too fiiwll a'defire for the cultivation of Hungary, to bellow much expence upon 
it} its pzinc^le has been fo reap aU it could without lowing any thing. If it had not 
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been for this, what has been fpent upon the conqueft of ^.very fmall part of 3avam, 
would ha\'e brought in ten times rod?© in a^nuch roortlir time, by laying it properly out 
on the cultivation of Hungary. 

'i’he greateft fourcs of confidence for a Hungarian patriot is, that his prefent King 
feels the connexion betwixtJiis own intereft and that of the ftate. That he knows how 
to value liberty and mankind} is blinded by no prejudice, will'not fuffer his hands to 
be bound by any adherence to old cuftoms, and has ftrength and refolution enough 
to attempt the Herculean labour of civilhring this important part of his hereditary do. 
minions. 


LETTER XXXI. 

. » . Vienna, 

1 TOLD you in my laft, that the great Hungarian nobility live entirely according to 
our ton. Ourfafluons reach to the borders of Moldavia, and Wallachia, and from Pref- 
burg to Cronftadt, all that is called the fine world fpeaks our patois. Formerly they ufed 
their own language, at leaft to exprefs common things, but every body now ^ves diwsf 
fottpesi and dejunes. There are balls pare and balls niafqu^ ; every town with four or 
five houfes in it has its aJfemblSes, and redoutes. The men play whift, and the women 
wear poudre 4 la Marechakt and have vapours. The bookfellers fdl Voltaire in fecret, 
and the apothecaries fell mercury openly. The men have an atm de la tnaifon for their 
wives, and the wives a jille de chambre for their hufbands. They have men cooks, 
and maitre d’hoteis} they have ballets, comedies, and operas, and they have debts upon 
debts. 

In the year 1740, when the Hungarian nobility took ti|te field for their Kiti^ Maria 
Therefa, the firft fight of fuch troops ftruck the French army with a panic. They had, 
indeed, often feen detachments of thefe diables d^Hongrie, as they ufed to call them, but 
a whole army of them drawn up in battle array^—unpowdered, from the general to the 
common foldier—half their faces covered with long whilkers—a fort of round beaver 
upon their heads inftead of hats—without ruffles or frills to thdr fiiirts, and vrithout fea. 
thers—all clad in rough fldns—monfirous crooked fabres, ready drawn and uplifted— 
their eyes darting fiaffles of rage (harper than the beams of the naked fabres—was a 
fight our men had not been accuftomed to fee. Our oldeft officere ftill remember the 
imprefflon thefe terrible troops made, and how difficult it was to make the men Hand 
againft them, till they had been accuftomed to their formidable appearance. 

AU this is now at an end, the Hungarian nobleman begins to leave off his long beard, 
and dreffes much after the French famion. 

It is remarkable enough, that whilft in imitation of the Hungarian foldier, the Huffar 
has become an effentiai part of the Pruffian army, and has alfo been reedved into the 
French regular ttoops, the true original is loft in his own country. Not ode of the 
fourteen or fifteen regiments of Huljars in the Emperor^s fervice is made up entirely of 
Hui^rians. Experienced officers have, it Teems, thought fuch regiments could no 
longer be of any fervice; it may be fo, but it is certain that the Hungarian has entirely 
loft his fpirit by difdpline, for, like other wild men, he detefts the amfidal arms againft 
which his ftrength ahd courage are of no avail, and if ever he (hews himfelf in'his native 
fierccnefs, it is only when the firing is over and he comes to clofe engagement. Here 
indeed the hero fom^times ftarts out again. But this was not enough to make the Hun¬ 
garians a match for the Pruffian Huffars in the Silefian war} on the contrary thecal- 
ways proved infiMor to them. — After all, however, if this laft change had not been 
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made, it is certain that the.prefent nobility of Hungary could not bring into the field, 
and maintain fuch armies ai wctc raifed in <4740."*' 

The Efterhazy, whofe eftate amounts to above 600,000 guilders a year; The Pale- 
fy, Schaki, Erdoby, Sichy, Forgatlh, Kohari, Karoly, &c. and many others, who have 
from 100,000 to 200,000 guilders a year, are unable, not#ithftanding thefe large eftates, 
to live within their incomes. The expences they have been put to by the political al¬ 
teration of manners of the laft forty years, have reduced them to neceflitous dependance. 
The court, however, does not look upon eVen this weaknefs as a fufficient fecurity. The 
Hungarian regiments of infantry, amongft which there are likewife many Germans, and 
fcveral regiments of Huffars, are ronftantly quartered in Bohemia^ Moravia, and the 
German cities; on the contrary, feveral of the perman regiments, particularly the hea¬ 
vy horfe and the dragoons, are quartered in Hungary. There is no province in the he¬ 
reditary dominions of Auftria which has fo many troops in it as Hungary has, in pro¬ 
portion to its population and exports. This may in fome degree be owing to the cheap- 
nefs of provifion for man and horfe. If it be fo, in cafe of a war breaking out on the 
confines of Germany, the court lofes in a few weeks what it has been faving by this po¬ 
licy for many years; for the forced marches which the cavalry are obliged to make to 
their places of deftination, generally kill half the horfes before they have got there. For 
my own part I have little doubt but that the true motives of this allotment of troops are 
to make the Hungarians acquainted with the other members of the empire; to extin- 
guilh their natural fpirit by the fight of numerous armies in every part of their country 5 
to accullom them to fubordination; and in fome degree, perhaps, to increafe the con- 
fumption of the country, and fo promote the circulation of coin. 

The Englilh proceed upon a quite different plan j their principle is to keep up as 
much as poflible the nationj^ fpirit of the troops, from an idea that the interefts of the 
government are the fame as thofe of the people, and that they have nothing to fear from 
a mutiny. Upon this ground it is, that their patriots have taken up a notion, which 
no doubt will foon be realized, of making every regiment provincial, by quartering it 
conftantly in the county whofe name it bears, and by fuftering no man to be enlifted in 
it but thofe of that county; whence they think a ftill greater degree of attachment to 
the native place will be produced. The Imperial council of war would not be pleafed 
with a projedl of this kind. It confiders it as a ftated maxim of policy, to fend the fol- 
dier as far as may be from the place of his birth, and to corapofe the regiments of 
men taken from various countries. Thus different caufes have diflerent effefts, and 
John Bull and Squire South IHll aft upon different grounds. 

None of the Auftrian hereditary dominions have a national militia, excepting only the 
Bannat troops, or Illyrians ; but thefe are only half foldiers, and their officers are at 
leall for the inofl part Germans or Hungarians. In time of war, every Hungarian no¬ 
bleman, in proportion to his eftate, either raifes a number of men, or fends the money 
for theurto the war department. Thefe recruits feldom form feparate bodies, but are 
incorporated with the reft of the army. Above allj^carc is taken that the foldiers ffiould 
be free from all other ties, and only animated the foul of tlie army, the wond)?r- 
working (lick. 

You muft not however conceive this P.'ir/W/w;/! of the AuHrian army, this wonder- 
w'orking ftick, as the abfolute fine quo non, A few years fince, indeed, it ruled the great 
machine altogether; but now that has been brought into regular movements, it is only 
fjoked up to with reverential awe and fubmifiion. According to a proclamation of the 
hunrane Empprory the officers are to make as little/)/j'v/?'r.!7/ ui'e of it as poflible. But as 
to moral purpofes, it is in all its glory, and its idea takes place in the common foldier, 
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of all love of his country, all good humour, all feafe of honour, all hope of advance¬ 
ment, and every other feeling. All his occupations bring him back to this idea, and 
from his A, B, C, to his logic, all he knows is compriied in the two little words, tbcit 
mvli. 

Tijere cannot be a doubt, but in obedience and ftrong fubordination, the principal 
ftrength of an army confifts; but is it impoffible to unite them with any idea of feeling 
for felf in the fubaltern and underling ? Arfc fentlmenis of perfonal honour, of bravery, 
and of patriotifm, entirely prejudicial to au Rrmy ? Certainly not: and were it only to 
meliorate the condition of the poor ibldier, were it only to make his hard fate lefs fevere, 
it fliould be the policy of princes to promote thofe feelings which can fweeten fo many 
bitter hours, and alone enable them to meet death. 

With the power which Auftria notTpoflefles, it might at one ftroke cut off all the 
privileges of the Hiingajrian nobles, which are contrary to the good of the whole, and 
which it has been fo many years endeavouring to undermine. A few hundred families 
would murmur for a few years, but the thing would not go beyond mimnurs; the in- 
Iiabitants of towns and the poafants would ftand up for the interefts of the court, which 
are their own. The religious animofities, which formerly ferved as a pretence for an 
infurredion, no longer blinds the people to their real good; and open, liberal treat¬ 
ment would foon win over the nobility, whom the artifices now in ufe only aliena^ and 
corrupt. If once that part of their privileges, which militate againft the good or the 
whole, were well defined and fuppreffed by one fingle aft of authority, they would then 
become fufceptiblc of patriotic virtues ; whereas, at prefent they look upon the govern¬ 
ment as boftile to them, and do nothing but what they arc coiupclled to by power or 
bribes. In that cafe, the multitude of the' nation would not be (he moft abjeft flaves, 
nor the great the moff crue'l dcfpols that arc known. If, btfides this, the court was 
to fpend the fums necefiary on cflablilhmcnts for education, and the pridis of the fevc- 
ral religions would endeavour to eflablifh them without perfeciition or partiality, in the 
next century Hungary would be one of the moft flourifliing countries in Europe. The 
Hungarian would no longer be poor, in the middle of a country abounding with every 
neceffary of life. The poverty of the people, and the cxceffive riches of the nobility, 
would no longer offend the eyes of the humane by the fliocking difproportion between 
them. Then the court alio would no longer object to the railing provincial regimcnls, 
as it would be confiftent with its interefts. The lively Croat, or Hungarian, animated 
by the love of his country and a fenfe of duty, would no longer refufe tp ihbrnit to pro¬ 
per difeipline ; ail the army would be infinred with a fpiri', which difeipiine alone can¬ 
not give, but which united to difeipline is the ftrongeit fecurity for terror abroad and 
happinefs at home. 

'I'he Hungarians in general are extremely proper for a military life; they want no¬ 
thing to be perfeft fbldiers, but the kind ol education which a good government might 
give them. The Croats particularly have all the rcc}uifitcs for fervice. Their mean 
height is fix feet; they are bony, fleiliy,*quick, and lively, and can bear the extremes 
of cold and hunger. In a word there are no better made men in Europe, notwith- 
ftlnding which they are the moft miferable part of the Imperial army; a lure fign that 
government either neglefts them, or does not know how to difeipline tliera properly. 
Sometimes it has been propofed to incorporate them with other corps, but this would 
only be to take away their natural advantages, and funiith them with artificial ones in 
their ftead. Such a change would put an end to their ufual w'ay of life, to which they 
arfiipdebted for their hardinefe. They commonly dwell fix or feven, families under the 
pBK roof. As thdr frugality enables them to bring up many children, they marry 
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carlj, in the vigour of their youth, and their children are the produce of their unim¬ 
paired manhood. Tlicir jufees are ftill uncorrupti and the dchruftive difteriipers which 
poifon the fources of life are not yet introduced aniongft them. The patriarchal go¬ 
vernment ftill fubfifts amongft them, and the grandfather who has grown old amidft his 
children and grand-children, ftill retains an authority Over them. As by tliis means 
their manners are preferved uncorrupt, nothing more is requiftte tlian to humanize 
their priefts j this would render them ufcful fubjeds to the ftate, wirlinut commerce, 
manufadures, or arts, which the cotirl li;is latt iy endeavoured to introduce amongft 
them, in my opinion not to their advantage. An education more fuitahle to the nature 
of their country, and their peculiar conftitu»ion would by degrees deprive them of their 
natural ferocity, and they would become more*tladable, in proportion as they acquired 
better notigns of religion, agriculture, and the other things conneded with their well 
being. Their ferocity, the natural confequence of their barbarity, is the true reafon 
why they are fo averfe to dilcipline, and the only way of getting the better of this, and 
making them like the other fubjeds of the lloufc of Auftria fit for military fervice, is 
domellic education: this alone can bring them out of their barbarity, without depriving 
them of their other advantages, 

Suppofe the new court was to adopt the other plan, and incorporate them with the 
other troops, fuppofe it was to make flaves of them in the beft years of their lives, and 
when the voice of nature crieth moft loud, what would be the confequence? Accuftomed 
to all the vices which obtain in a ftanding army, they would confume the vigour of their 
lives in pernicious indulgencies; they would return to their native country corrupted 
with a variety of wants they did not know before. Having acquired a tafte for the plea- 
furos of forbidden love, they would either not marry at all or marry later than their an- 
ceftors; all their tlomeftic ordinances would be aboliflied, nor would their wives be any 
longer diftinguiJfhed for their chaftity. Their children would imitate them in their vices, 
and the confequence of all would be, that in the fecond generation you would hardly be 
able to diftinguifh them ; and in the third, or at moft the fourth, not know them at 
all from the other fubjeeVs of the empire, fo totally w'ould they have loft the fize, ftrength, 
frugality, and fine form, which now fo eminently diftinguifh them. To attempt the 
change propofed would be taking a dangerous leap from barbarous to civil life, and all 
that could be expe£tcd from it would be a broken limb, if not a broken neck. 


LETTER XXXIIl. 

Vienna. 

1 HAVE given myfelf all the trouble pofllble to come at an exad eftimate of the 
goods annually exported from, and imported into Hungary, and by that means to acquire 
a tolerable idea of the national riches; but the receipts of the cuftoras, the only ones 
by which you can form* a good judgment, are either fo imperfeftly or fo fecretly kept, 
that there is no depending upon them. All I cttfi therefore fay upon the fubjeft muft 
confift of report and'eonjedure. I was affured'then by a creditable man, that the*ex- 
ports amounted to twenty-four, and the imports to eighteen millions a year, making a 
balance of fix millions in favour of the country. With refpeft to the exports, I can fay 
nothing upon them with certainty, for the reafon I have juft given j they are, indeed, 
greater than 1 could have imagined, even from the pofitive calculations I have been able 
to make; but if we compai^e the exports and imports, we fliall find it is impoflible but 
that thd former fhould be ftated too high ; for with fuch a balance of trade as Hungary 
muft by this means have, it ought to be one of the richeft countries in Europe, whereas 
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nothing is fcarcer than money in this country. Of the twenty millions of revenue which 
Hungary, together with Traafylvania and Illyria contributes to the fl 'te, three at the mod 
comes to Vienna, and the fums which the few noble families that refide out of it carry 
from the country, are replaced by what foreigners in employment fpend in it; many 
millions therefore mult remain in liungary, and if to thefe are added fuch a balance of 
trade as 1 have Hated, fuppofing it only to have continued five years, the country mult 
be much richer than it is. 

If we conlider a little the variety of commodities which Hungary mull import from 
abroad, it is impoiiiblc it flioakl have even an equal trade; it is obliged to purchafe al- 
inol't rdl the productions of art, befidcs an altonilhing number of thofe of nature, 
('lothes alone coll four or live millions of florins per annum j wrought filks, linens asid 
cottons as much more ; coifee and fugar mull at leafl: come to two millions and a half; 
tin, glafs, colours, and drugs, muft coll (hem jitmually many millions. In this ellimatc 
we do not take in toys of every kind; foreign v inos fur the liquorifli palates of the great 
men, who cannot be contented with llu' admirable produce of their own vineyards ; fo¬ 
reign borfes, coaches, hurnellos, and a great many other foreign articles. The quantity 
of the natural productions, which Hungary on the other hand gives the ftranger, cannot 
come up to any thing like the fums thefe articles mufl coll. According to a rough cal¬ 
culation 1 have made, Hungary exports the value of about five millions and a half of 
oxen, Iwine, and horfes, four millions of corn, hay, &c. three millions of wine, half a 
million’s worth of tobacco, filk, (mollly from Sclavonia,) citrons, chefnuts, and other 
fruits; and fomc millions of minerals, efpecially copper; fo that if I fet the export at 
fixteen, and the imports at eighteen millions, it will be much nearer the truth. 

I do not think 1 do Hungary any injufticc by thus fiating its expences at two mil¬ 
lions ; its fituation, and the nature of its government, prevent it from making all the ufe 
pollible of the rich treafurcs it polfelTes ; and the high degree of luxury which obtains 
in all orders prevents its owing to its own indufiry fevcral articles which it procures from 
the ftranger, though it might prepare them itfelf. Having juft told you the great fums 
annually paid ft)r clothes, it will perhaps aftonilh you to hear, that there is no country 
in Europe fitter for breeding flieep than this is. Prince Eugene, who was as great a 
judge of political improvements as he was a general, perceived this, and having procured 
Iheep frc.n Arabia, gave himfelf all the trouble pollible to propagate the breed in the 
country of Ofen. The Emperors Charles and Francis made many wife regulations for 
the fame purpofe; but hitherto it has been unfuccefsful. The nobility, w'ho poflefs 
almoft all the lands, are too proud and foolifli to attend to agriculture ; the farmers 
have no property, and the inhabitants of the towns are deprelTed by religious perfe- 
cution,";. 

. The negligence of the police in not ftemming the torrent of luxury, is inconceivable. 
I have often been tempted to believe, that government did not think it worth its while 
to attend to the circumi ances of this country, either becaufe it.did not yield in propor¬ 
tion to its greatnefs, or that the impetuous temper of the court w is fuch, as not to allow 
of any eftablifhmcnts that were to protlftce fruit in after ages; bi this as if may, whether 
the court is all for prelent enjoyment, or has not political vvifdom enough to erccl for 
futurity, the inftances of its negled are moft glaring. I will lay one of them before you: 
Notvvithllanding the extreme poverty of the country,' they allow the Jews to go about 
with foffee, fugar, tobacco, oil, and quack medicines of all kinds, from village to village, 
where they fell them in itnall quantities, and much adulterated. 

The climate of the o ithern part of Ilungary is extremely favourable to the growth of 
filk; but except 'n Sckiyonla, which is not improved as it ought to be, there grows 
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none, notwlthftanding the example of their neighbours the Venetians, and the facility 
of procuring mulberry trees from Italy. The only art which is carried to any degree 
of improvement is that of mining. Here all that mathematics could do has been adopted. 
You would be allonillied at the fight of the machines in ufe to clear the water from the 
pits, and to carry on the other ncctiHiry operations. The gold and filver mines of Crem- 
nitz and Sheinuitz produce but little to the crown, owing to its keeping part oi theni 
in its own haiids, and not farming the whole. There are other gold and filvcr mines in 
the country, but thofe of Tranfylvania excel them all at prefent, and promife to do ftill 
more lo in luture. I believe, however, that tlic court gets much more by the copper than 
it docs by the gold and filvtr mines, cfpecially lince the cuiloin ot Iheatliiug the men of 
war with copper has prevaileij. Hungary is able to luruhli all Luroph with copper; 
upon the whole, half of the four millions of florins which the country gets by its mines 
coinco Ifoni iliuigary. 

The country has an extraordinary appearance; it is iuclofcd on all fides with high 
hills, in the midll of which arc plains, which you may Iravel through lor fome days 
without perceiving the Icalt elevation. You meet with immenle delerts in llie midfl; of 
which, as in thofe of Tartary, arc wild horfes. The woods arc filled with wolves, aa 
animal fcarce ever feen in Suabia, Bavaria, or Auftria. Near the banks of rivers, in, 
the plains, there arc morafles, which here and there form lakes ; the drying up of ihefe 
will be a great advantage to the country, by making its rivers navigable, adding great 
quantities of land to it, and purifying the air. The beafls are all very different from 
thofe of Germany; the horfes are fmail, light, and not handfome, but uncommonly 
lively and iirong; a Hungarian ufes only three or four in going from Vienna to Tur¬ 
key, in a copflant trot or gallop; their breed has been greatly improved in the ftuds of" 
the nobility, in fevcral parts of the country. The oxen are tlie largefb and nioft beau¬ 
teous I have ever leen; they are ail afli-colour, or white, and I do not recolleft to have 
feen a red or brown one in the whole country; their flefli is remarkable well tafted ; 
even the poultry are diftinguiflied from thofe of other countries by their fize and fliape j 
in Ihort, all that has breath here, attells, cither by its growth or its agility, the wonder¬ 
ful vigour of nature. 

The artificial appearance of the country is as remarkable as the natural. In one 
place, perhaps, you fee palaces upon which art has exhanfted all its magnificence, and 
within a few paces you come to countries where men dwell in caverns under ground 
like the wild hearts. At Piefburg, Port, and Ofen, which are the largert cities in the 
country, and each of which contains •^0,000 men, you believe yourfelf in the moft en¬ 
chanting country in the world; and within a few miles of their gates, you feem to be in. 
Mingrclia. 

The fUongeft proof poflible that the country is miferable, is the contraft: of extreme 
poverty with extreme riches, and the more flriking that contrail; is, the greater is the 
mifery. A people maybe very poor, and yet very happy; but when amidlt ftraw huts, 
which hardly proteft their inhabitants from wind and weather, you fee marble palaces 
towering to thi clouds, when in the midll of imVaenfe wilderneffes tenanted by mifer- 
ablc fkelctons, w ho hardly find roots in the fields to keep body and foul together, you 
meet with gardens with fountains in tliem, grottos, parterres, terraffes, rtariie.s, and coftly 
piftures; it is a fure fign that one pait of the inhabitants live by pillaging the reft. 

Not long after my arrival here, I made a party of plcafure to the caftle of Count 
Efterhazy, which lies a about a day’s journey from Prefburg. Without a doubtj you 
are already acqu^nted with it from iVIuore’s travels. There is no place in France, Ver- 
faillcs alone excepted, fo'magnificent as this; the caftle is immenfely large, and full of 
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every fumptuous article of expence that can be conceived. The garden contains every 
thing that human wit has invented for the improvement, or, as you may call it, the per- 
verfion of nature. The pavilions of all kinds appear like the habitations of fo many* 
fairies, and every thing is fo much above what you meet with in general, that you think 
you are dreaming when you behold it. I fliall not attempt to give you an exaft defctip- 
tion of what I faw hero, but muft however obferve, that to the eyes of one who does not 
profefs himfclf a connoifleur, there appeared to be fomewhat too much. I recollect, 
that the walls of a Sala-Tcrrina were painted with figures twelve feet high, which to 
a fon of the earth, as I am, appeared much too lofty for the fize of the room. 1 know 
how much yoi^ are for the great ftyle, and remember all you ufed to din into my pro¬ 
fane ears about the fine forms of thc'^?oman fchool, but yet, I think if you had been here, 
you would have thought this rather too great a ffyle. 

What renders the magnificence of this place ftiil more ftriking, is the very-extraordi¬ 
nary contraft of it with the country round. The lake of NaifiedliTy which is not far 
from thecaflle, forms a large morafs, which extends for the fpace of feveral milCvS, and 
threatens in time to lay the great edifice tinder w'ater, as it has already done great part 
of the country, which was formerly very produdive. The inhabitants of the country 
round have the appearance of fo many ghofts, and are regularly plagued with agues 
every year. ‘About half the money which the prince has laid out in beautifying his 
caftle, would not only have been fufficient to drain the fens, but would have taken as 
much land again from the lake. As tliis is ever upon the encreafe, there is great rea- 
fon to fear it will entirely overflow the lotv country : the only way to prevent this, will 
be by making a canal to communicate with the Danube, an enterprize which would do 
the prince more honour than all the trifles he has been about. Within lefs than a day’s 
journey from the caflle, on the other fide, you will meet the Kalmucks, Cherokees, 
Hottentots, and inhabitants of Terra del Fuep, in all their feveral occupations and 
fituations. 

Unwholefome as the country is, particularly in fpring and winter, and though the 
prince himl’elf has the ague very often, yet is he thoroughly fatisfied, that there is not,a 
finer or more wholefome fpot under the fun. His caflle flands quite alone, and he fees 
nobody but dependants, or ftrangers who come for the purpofe of admiration. The 
prince has a puppet-fliew theatre, which is really extraordinary in its kind, for the pup- 
pets perform whole operas. You really do not know whether you fliould wonder or 
laugh molt, when you fee the Didonc^ the Alcejie al Bivio, played throughout by puppets. 
The prince’s orcheftra is one of the beft I have yet heard. The great Haydn is his 
compofitor; and he has got a poet, who is often very fortunate. The feenfe-painters 
too are diflinguilhed men; in a word, the thing itfelf is little, but all the appendages are 
ve’7 great. The prince often hires a company of ftrolling players, and keeps them for 
ja month to play to him, and his fervants compote all the audience. Thefe gentlemen 
appear upon the llage with their hair about their ears, and the dreffesit pleafes fporting 
fortune to furnilh them with at the time; but it all does very well, for the prince is not 
fond of grand tragic movements, but"(Ai the contrary, delights in any extempore pieces 
of wit, which thefe gentlemen may flrike out, or which may be flruck out for them. 
This prince has alfo a body-guard, compofed of very fine men. I was very lorry that 
i could not fee the ftiinous Haydn, who was gone to Vienna to condutd a large concert. 

It i-Taid, the prince has given him permiflion to make a joyrney to England, France, 
and Spain, where he will be received as his merits defeire, and get enough to come 
home with his purfe well filled. He has a brother, who is'A^i^lro di Capella at Straf- 
burg, a man of as jfjuch genius as Haydn himfelf, but who has not induftry enough to 
arpive at the fame degree of reputation. t va’q’ptt 
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LETl'ER XXXIV. 

* Vienna. 

I SHOULD not have faid fo much of Hungary, had I not recollected, that you con- 
fider it as an unknov.'u country. What I have to fay of the other parts of the heredi¬ 
tary dominions of liic Iloufe ot Auftria wiil be fo much the fhnrttr. 

Auftria, properly fo called, has throughout the appearance of a happy country; here 
are no figns ot tlic (triking coritraft bet ■ is* poverty and riches, which ofi'endvS fo much 
in Hungary. All the inhabitants, tltofe of the capital only excepted, enjoy that liappy 
mediocrity, which is the confequcnce of a gentle and wife adniiniftration. The farmer 
has property j and the rights of the nobility, who enjoy a kind of lower judicial power, 
are well defined. The fouth and fouth-well: parts of the country are bounded by a 
ridge of hills, the inhabitants of which enjoy a fliare of profperiiy, unknown to thofe of 
the interior parts of France. I faw feveral villages ou the banks of the Danube, whole 
inhabitants dwelt in ftone houfes. A i’ure fign of their well-being, is their eating meat 
almofl; every day, and roalt meat once or twice a week. There are many villages and 
market towns, the inhabitants of which have bought themfelvcs off from vaflalage, are 
now their own governors, and belong fome of them to the ellatcs of the country; 
amongft thefe is the beautiful town of Stockeravv, about which is one of the prettie'l 
countries I have yet feen. The cloyfters, the prelates of which belong to the ellates of 
the country, are the richeft in Germany, after the immediate prelacies and abbacies of 
the empire. 

The cloyflers are fome of the richeft in Germany. One of the great convents of Be- 
nedittines is worth upwards of four thoul’and millions of French livres, half of which 
goes to the exchequer of the country. A monk of this cloyftcr, with whom I was con- 
verfing on the /late of religion, endeavoured to convince me of its decreafe fince the 
reign of Charii’s VI. by telling me, that in thole times they paid only five or fix thoufand 
florins to the ftaie, whereas now they pay near ten times as much. 'I'hore are no great 
hopes that this thermometer will ftand ftill under the prefent ICmpei or; on the con¬ 
trary, it is rather to be feared that it will fall to nothing; Kloftenit-uburg, Poltcn, Got- 
tevaicli, and fome othrt* prelacies, are as warm as that I,have juft mearioned. 

Low’er Auftria yearly exporns more than two millions worth of guilders of wine to 
Moravia, Bohemia, Upper Auftria, Bavaria, Saltzburg, and part ol Sr}ria and Carin- 
thia. 'I'hffi.wine is four, but has a great deal of fli-cngth, and may be carried all over 
the world without danger; when it is ten or twenty years old it is very good. Notwith- 
ftanding this, how'ever, all this trade would be knocked up at a blow'* if the exportation 
of the Hungary wines was not reftrained by fevere prohibitions. 

Thefe limitations, of which I have faid fomething to you in a former letter, make 
part of a plan, which was probably originally devifed by the priefts, and which the nobles 
have helped them to make perfett. It is an ancidht law, and the peafant fhall introduce 
no alterations on his eftate. He is not allowed to root up his vines and turn his land 
to tillage or pafture. There is no doubt, but this extraordinary law took its rife from 
the tithes paid to the clergy j as thefe were always to be paid in kind, they of courfe 
oppofed every degree of altertttion. Were the law now to be altered, many eflates 
would certainly lofe a great deal.by it, but others would beincreafed in proportion; for 
inftance, a great number of tfee faffron fields, the cultivation of which is always'trouble- 
fome and expenfive, would be turned to other and better purpofes. Even in Krems, 
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where the befl: faffron grows, the inhabitants complain exceedingly of being obliged to 
cultivate this commodity. There are likewife fevcral other articles, fuch as flax, hemp, 
tobacco, and the like, which the farmer might grow were it not for this prohibitiorif 
which alfo prevents him from taking the advantage of the markets, and varying the 
produce of his land in proportion as the value of the things changes. With regard to 
agriculture itfelf, every fpecics of prohibition is detrimental; all that the legiflature has 
to do is to remove natural obftaclcs ; when this is done, nature will do the reft of her- 
felf. This country is very well peopled. Mr. Schlofi'er, in his political journal, w'hich 
contains an account of the population of Aullria, eftimates that of this country at 
2,100,000 men. For my part, I confider this eflimate as much too large ; but the faft 
is, that partly from the ignorance, anil partly from tne pride of people here, who love 
to fwell and magnify every thing that belongs to the country, it is extremely difficult to 
get at the truth. A ft ranger, however, w'tio has been here I'ome time, and has ftudied 
whatever belongs to the country very accurately, alTured me that the population of 
Upper and Under Auftria togethv;r did not amount lo more than ,800,000 men If 
you include the inhabitants of the capital in the number, ftill this will be a very confidcr- 
able population. 

The revenue of this country is about 14,000,000 of florins, of which the city of Vi¬ 
enna contributes above five, as one man in the capital earns as much as three in the 
country. 

The fouthem parts of Auftria are covered with hills, which rife gradually from the 
banks of the Danube to the borders of Stiria, and are covered with woods. J hey lofc 
themfelves in the mafs of mountains which run to the foutli of Germany, and ftretch 
through all Stiria, Camiola, Carinthia, and l yrol, to the Swifs Alps, and are probably, 
after Savoy and Switzerland, the higheft part of the earth. 

The inhabitants of this extenfive ridge of mountains are all very much alike, they arc 
a ftrong, large, and the go/Vm excepted, a very handfome people*. The people of Ty¬ 
rol, whom 1 vifited in an cxcurlimi from Munich, difilnguilh themfelves by their dili¬ 
gence. Some drive a trade with figures made of (tucco aslar as 1 hdland ; others make 
works in ftone and wood for the churches; another part of them travel through Ger¬ 
many with Italian wares and fruits, and bring home a large cpiantity of money. A 
fourth fet deals in quack drugs, falves, wonder-working pills, elFiices, tinctures, &c. 

Notwithftanding its woods afld the hills covered with fnow, Tyrol is well inhabiteil and 
well peopled. It contains about fix hundred thoufand fouls, and pays the ftate about 
3,000,000 of florins. The filver and copper works at Schw.afsare one of the moft pro¬ 
fitable things in the Emperor’s hereditary dominions, and the fait works at Halle yield 
annually about 300,000 florins. 

Infpruck is a fine city, containing fourteen thoufand inhabitants. Boflen is the moft 
confiderable after this. They had formerly very fine fairs, but thofe have been entirely 
ruined by the cuftoms; all Tyrol complains of and curfes the cuftoms. 

The Carinthians excel the others fphabitants of thefe mountains in ftrengfh and fize. 
They are like their horfes, which are reckoned the ftrongeft in Europe, and never tire. 
Their bread is made of maize; and their land produces the belt fteel known, which 
the Engliffi ufefor their fineft works. The population confifts of four hundred thou¬ 
fand fouls. The inhabitants of Carinthia, Gortz, and the Aullriai: Iftria, may be fet at 
five hundred thoufand. Stiria contains about feventy thoufand inhabitants. Gratz, tlie 
capital, is a fine city ; there are perfons in it who who have from 30 to 40,000 florins 
income, ja^nd luxury that prevails is not to be deferined. They have four regular 
•meals, fifc; at morning, noon, evening, and night. Ducks and chickens are the ordi- 
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jipry food of the common citizens. They made me alraoft fickonly with the fight of 
their parties, tarts, ragoyts, &c. They talk of nothing but the kitchen and the cellar; 
♦ and, their attention to the preparation of their'dinners only excepted, do not feera many 
degrees above orang-outangs. The other luxuries are in proportion. This is the great 
mart for all indecent and irreligious books. Hence they are exported into the reit of 
the country. You find villages in Tyrol 'entirely inhabited by ftatuaries; they will, how¬ 
ever, always be more famous for thur capons than their learning. You may have a 
capon here for 20 creutzers, a pair of-fine chickens for 10 or 12, a bottle of very good 
wine for 12, and a^pound of rye bread for one. Grata and the fuburbs contain about 
thirty thoufand inhabitants. 

The country is cultivated to the top of the-higheft hills. Though parturage is the 
principal bufinefs of the people, the laud produces corn enough to nouriih its numerous 
inhabitants, or if there is ever the I'^aft want, they are fupplied from Hungary almoft for 
nothing. The flax and hemp, which have been introduced here, as well as in Carin- 
thia, are extrentely good, and produce very large fums. The mines employ a great 
number of people, and as they are worked very cheap anfwer extremely well. Indeed 
the whole of tlie country is favourable to this kind of bufinefs. The hills are covered 
with wood, which in general colts no more than the expence of cutting down and tranf- 
■porting to the place where it is to be ufed in the furnaces. Sometimes too it is floated 
by the rivers without any expeuce of tranfporting at jll. The numerous brooks in the 
vaiieys afford opportunities of erecting the furnaces near the pits, fo that every thing 
contributes to fave expence. The bed mineral of the country is iron, of which they 
make an excellent fteel. 

The number of thofe who have the and the fize of it, is more remarkable in 
Stiria than in Carinthia, Ukrania, or the Tyrol. Some think this diforder owing in 
part to the fnow and ice water, and in part to the particles of earth and rtone with 
which the wells of the country are impregnated. Others will have it, that it arifes from 
the cuftom of feafoning the meat a great deal, and drinking cold water afterwards. I 
beg leave to add a fourth caufe, and leave all to operate together for the produdion oi 
this phcenomcnon. The caufe 1 mean is the cold, to which all the inhabitants are ex- 
pofed. You know that the folar rays, being reflefted on all Tides by the hills which 
encompafs the valleys, occafion an extraordinary heat. 1 recoiled, as I have been wan¬ 
dering through narrow valleys, to have breathed an air fo glowing, that it feemed to 
come from a furnace. Whenever, therefore, there is the lead motion in the air, the 
prefiure will make it more fenlibly felt than on higher vales or hills, where it can ex¬ 
pand more; the cold is confequeatly greater. Now as ihefe people commonly go with 
their necks and throats bare, whenever there is a cool current, the weak part of the 
throat is the firft attacked by the moifture, and the perfpiration there is flopped. 

It i8 an obfervation which has been made in Valois, Savoy, and other countries, that 
the inhabitants of the Ibwer valiies are more expofed to this evil, than thofe which live 
higher up. This, no doubt, muft be owing to the 'more frequent changes of air in the 
low grounds, whereas higher up it always continues cool. There are alfo a kind of 
ideots in this country, who can hardly fpeak, and are only fit Tor the labours of the 
field, 'fheir number is great, and the negled with which they are treated, whiUl they 
are young, mav probably have tended to increafe their ftupidity. 

All the inhabitants of thde hills are freemen, who have long fince ihaken off idle feu¬ 
dal yoke, under which the greateft part of Europe ftill groans. The marks of their 
fire^om are vefy vifible, for, ill as this country has been treated by nature, in com- 
parifon with Us ndghbour Hungary, it is every where much better cultivated, and more 
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populous than the latter. When you fee the farL.cr here force h.is nouriffiraent from 
the almofl bare rocks, and think of the beautiful plains in Hungary that lay wafte and 
uncultivated, the value of property and liberty flriltes you in its full force. Thofe 
countries and Auflria are not half as large as Hungary, and yet they not'only yield a 
much greater revenue than that does, but there is an appearance of eafy circumftances 
throughout, of which the Hungarians have no notion. () that governors would but 
lee how much the intereft of the governed is united with their own! 

The characleriftic of the inhabitants of all this country is ftriking bigotry, united with 
flriking fcnfuality. You need only fee what is going forwards here to be convinced, 
that tiie religion taught by the monks, is as ruinous for the morals as it is repugnant to 
Chrillianlty. I'he Ciciflicos accompany the married wometi from their beds to church, 
and lead them to the very confefljoual. The pilgrimage to Mariazell is a ceremony hall 
religious and half profane, with which the ladies of Gratz are highly delighted. Their 
lovers generally accompany them there; in Ihort, it is to ihe people of this country 
what Bath, and the other w'atcr-drinking places, are to the reft of Europe. A friend 
of mine had the honour to accompany a lady who went there with her lover. As it 
was expected that the next day, being the feaft of the Virgin, there would be great 
crowds at confcHion, the lady was afked, v\hether it would not be better to expedite 
matters over night: “ No,” anfwcred llie, “ for if I do, I lliall have to confefs again to¬ 
morrow morning, before I can go to the facrament with, a pure confcience.” She was 
preffed to anticipate a confdlion, but this it feems would nut do. The women of fafiiion 
make no more fcruple of fpeaking of their lovers in public companies than thofe of Vi¬ 
enna do. A cicijbeo is, it feems, as much the fafiiion as Hungary water. The women 
•of this place are not like the French ones, who let their lovers languifh a great while j 
on the contrary, thc^ arc eafily gained. Their lovers arc chiefly officers, or high 
churchmen, between which orders, on this account, there is a conftant rivality and 
jealoufy. 

The bigotry of the public in thefe parts, which, from the ..mixture of gallantry with 
it, is Itill to be found even aniongft people of rank, degenerates aniongft the common 
people into the grofleft and moft abominable buflbonery. I'he Windcs, who are mixed 
•with the Germans in thefe countries, diftinguifh themfclves by a fuperftitious cuftom, 
tliat does little honour to the human underflanding, and would be incredible, if we had 
not the moft unequivocal proofs of the faft before our eyes. Many years ago, they fet 
<mt, in company with fome Hungarian cnihufiafls, to Cologne on the Rhine, wnich is 
about one hundred and tv/enty German miles diflant, to cut off the beard of a crucifix 
there. Every feven years this operation is repeated, as in this fpace of time the beard 
grows again to its former length. 'I’he rich perfons of the affociation fend the poorer 
ones as their deputies, and the magiflratcs of Cologne receive them as ambaffadors fr6m 
a foreign prince. 'Fhey are entertained at the expence of the ftate, and a counfellor 
llicws them the moft remarkable things in the town. I know rrot whether we ought' to 
laugh moft at the remote town of Co,l(^ne, or at thofe poor peafants- There is, in- 
det^d, Ibme excufe for the former, as iIic farce brings in large fums of money at ftated 
times, and may therefore def'erve political encouragement, but ftill, however, it is the 
moft mifci-able and meaneft way of gain that can be imagined, 'fhefe Windes have 
alone the right to fliave our Saviour, and the beard grows only for them. They firmly 
believe, that if they did not do this fervice to the crucifix, the earth wpuld be fliut to 
them for the next feven years, and there would be no harvefts. For this reafon they 
are obliged to carry the hair home with them, as the proof of having f&lfilled their com- 
mi^on, the returns of which are diftributed among!! the different communities, and 
’• 4 prefwrvcd 
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prefei*ved as holy reliques. The Imper’al court has for a long time endeavoured in vain 
to prevent this emigration, which deprives agriculture of fo many ufeful hands. When 
the Windes could not go openly^ they would go clandeftinely. At length the court 
thought, of' the expedient of forbidding the regency of Cologne to let them enter ilie 
town. This happened fix years ago, and the numerous embalfy w'as obliged to its 
way back again without the wonderful beard, f w'hich, without doubt, the capuchins to 
whom the crucifix belonged, ufed to put together from their own. In future they will 
not, moft probably, run the danger of travelling fo far for nothing. I do not hear but 
that, fince this accident, the corn has come up as well as it did before ; but w'hether the 
beard is ftill growing or not I cannot fay. I could give you (till more flriking traits of 
the fupcrftition of the inhabitants of the inner parts of x4ullria, but as this furpalTes them 
all, it may ferve as a fufficient meafure of the human underfianding in thefe parts. The 
trade which thefe monks carry on with holy falves, oils, kc. is ftill very confidcrable • 
a prohibition of the court, lately publilhed, has rather leflened it, but it cannot be cnl 
tirely fupprelTed till next generation. It is now carried on fccretly, but perhaps to nearly 
as great an amount as formerly, ^ 


LETTER XXXV. 

AS there were fome of the provinces of the hereditary dominions of the Houfe of 
Auftria which I did not vifir, you muft content yourfelf with fuch accounts of their po¬ 
pulation and commerce as I have been able to collcdl, partly from public papers, and 
partly from converfations with fenfible men. In order to give you an ivlea of their com- 
parative merits, we will firft call our eyes upon the whole. Air. Schlofler, whofe ufeful 
letters I have already mentioned, and fliall have occafion to fpeak more of liereaftcr, o-fves 
a lift of the refpeaive populations of the Auftrian monarchy, according to whieV the 
whole amounts to twenty-feven millions. I fancy he is now convinced himfelf that his 
correfpondent faw the fubjofts of Auftria through a magnifying glafs. Asfcveral parts 
of this lift have been amended from better accounts; thus, for inftance, in Auftrian 
Poland and Bukowina, they now reckon only two million eight hundred thoufimd 
fouls ; whereas, in the firft lifts, they were reckoned at three millions nine hundred 
thoufand. 

The firft number of thefe “ Political Letters” contains another lift, which feems to 
me to approach much nearer to the truth; for though the population of particular parts 
may be laid too high, this is made up for by the omiftion of the particular provinces of 
Illyria and Bukowina, which are-entircly left out. The following lifts I have in a ercatr 
meafure from the beft hands : ® 

7 


Hungary, with the now annexed Temefwar 
Illyria - . . 

Tranfylvania 

Auftrian Poland, together with Bukowina 
Bohemia - . , 

Moravia 

Silefia . . 


Carried forward 

R 2 


Souls. 

5,400,000 

1,400,000 

1 , 000,000 

2,800,000 

2, I 00,000 
1 , 000,000 
200,000 


Upper 


*3>9oo,ooo 
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Brought forward 

Upper and Lower Auftriaj and Styria 
Camiola, Ukrania, Gorts, and Ltria 
Farther Auftria and Falkenftein 
I'yrol 

Netherlands - - 

Lombardy 


Souls. 

13*900,000 
700,000 
1,000,000 
3<So,ooo 
600,000 
1,800,000 
1,200,000 


19,500,000 


I will not infift upon it that this lift is fo accurate as to make it a great violation of 
truth, to giVe’Tound numbers, and ftate the whole at twenty millions j but I would not 
believe in more |han twenty millions, if all the privy counfellors in the empire faid it 
together,y" " ' ■. ‘ 

It only requires eyes to fee, that the t^tpries of Auftria are not fo well peopled 
throughout as Fratice is. The difference in the fme of the two countries is inconfider- 
able. ; Hbwthen isli poflible that Auftna lliould be' as wHl peopled as France (which 
hardly contains twenty-four millions) when the greateft part of it has no confiderable 
manufaftures, and in great part of Hungary'ahd P(^and there are not even hands to do 
the rieceffary work ? Agriculture, in howevCT dburiftiing ftate it be in a country, does 
not render it as populous as manufaftures do; The fphere of the former is contrafted, 
that of the latter not. You would fill a large traft of country with the men who inhabit 
one of our large manufaduring towns. But befides this, the agriculture of, Hungary 
and Auftrian Poland, which, makeabove one half of the Imperial dominions is not nearly 
fo good as that of mod of our provinces. In France the towns are at leaft as full again 
of inhabitants as thofe of the Auftrian dominionsi and yet the country, take it altogether, 
is vrell peopled. It is only thofe parts of the hereditary dominions of Auftria, that are 
German, which can vie with Fr^ce in agriculture and population. 

Some of the data on which the lifts which make the population of Auftria amount to 
twenty-feven millions are founded, are truly ridiculous. For inflance, Mr. Schloffer’s 
correfpondent will have it that the Auftrian Netherlands contain four millions; though 
the United Netherlands wliich are To mUch larger and moft uncommonly peopled, do 
not contain "more than two millions five hundred thoufand inhabitants. The circum¬ 
ference of all the Auftrian Netherlands contains, at moft, five hundred German fquare 
miles. According to th's account, therefore, each fquare mile would contain eight 
thoufand men j and as Luxemburg and the northe-rn parts of Brabant are confeffed y 
but thinly peopled, tjhe remaining provinces muft have at leaft ten thoufand foi 1 in every 
fquare mile ; a population, I will venture to fay, not to be met with in any part of E.i.. 
rope, the environs of London, Naples-', and Paris, tiot excepted. . In a jpiirney 1 maie 
to Holland. 1 was affured from good i^nforitiation at Bruflels^lbat tfie popoiation of the 
Auftrian Netherlands amounted only't^ one million eight hundred thousand fouls, >3 vd 
this is a great d( al} as even, according to this ftatemenr, there will be three ihoU and 
fix hundred men for every geographical German fquare mile. . ^ 

The ttalttiiiicnt of the income of t&O Houfe of Auftria, which Mr. Schloffer us, 
is accurate as far as it goes, but is not quite perfe'£l. He does not reckon Illym, Lorn, 
btrdy, and the Ncilierlands; and thO exports from Hungary and Tranfylvama are put 
rather uudei the mark. I fancy the tbilowing will turn but k pretty ctebuxate actoust: 
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Baonat •. 

Tnknfylvania 
.Illyria - > 

Poland, together with BukowInA 

Bohemia 

Moravia 

SildSa ... 
All thedrcles of Auftria 
Netherlands 
Lombardy, 


Imperial. 

1,500,000 

3,000,000 

O,ooo,eao 

1 , 300,000 

31,400,000 

500,000 

700,000 

33,700,000 

7,000,000 

8,000,000 


82,000,000 

Thefe 82,000,000 of Imperial guilders make about 98,400,00a RhenKh guilders, or 
about 2 15,000,000 of French U,vres; which is about 145,000,006 livres lefe rha^n the in¬ 
come of our court,(the colonies not included,) and about as much as the revenue of Great 
Britain. When wc confidcr that France contains about 4,000,000 more inhahitpt^ r p than 
Auftria does, that its commerce is much more fiourifhing, and that Hungary and lily, 
ria yield fo little in proportion to thdr fxze, the proportion of the produce of the two 
countries will be thought pretty near the truth. 

The account of the expenditures which Mr. Schlofferis correfpondent has fubiomed 
to his account of the revenue is notorioufly falfe. The expences of the army are laid at 
17,000,000 of guilders; but though^ in proportion to the ftrength of the two coun¬ 
tries, the army of this court cofts a third lefs than ours does, the Fmperor*s military 
expences, including the large magazines and recruidng money, con»e to 28,000,000 a 
year. Some perfons of credit m^e the fum ftill larger. Mr. Schloffer’s correfpondent 
hates the penfions only at a million 1 but it is eafy to fee that as much again may be 
given In penfions, and yet none of thofe who muft neceffarily fubfift by the bounty of 
the court be much richer. Befides all this, the account of the expenditure muff be 
falfe; for Mr. Schloffer’s correfpondent has made it agree with the revenue, which he 
has ftated at 27,000,000 guilders lefs than it really is. 

I recolleft to have read in a fpcech fpoken in parliament by an Englifli minifter, who 
wanted to Ihew the rank his country held in the fyftern', a comparative ftate,of the reve¬ 
nues of the feveral great powers in Europe. He eftimated the revenue of France at 
twelve, that ol Great Britain at nine, that of Ruflia at feven, and that of Auftria at fix 
millions fterliug. This is filly enough ; but it is not as abfurd as what is faid by Lin- 
guet, who, in his annals of Europe, ventures to entertain a doubt, whether Auftna has 
power enough to Iccurc the weft of Europe from the danger of a Turkilh invafion; and 
therefore graciouflyadvifes the other European powers' to help this houfe to a flice of Ger¬ 
many orTurkey, in order to enable it to meafure fpears with the Turk. Auftria is ftillwith- 
out doubt the fecond power of Europe, The i^^enuc of Ruffia confifts of 32,002,000 
of rubles, which, according to theprefent value of the ruble, does not amount to more 
jfhan 64,000,000 of Imperial guilders. No doubt bat Ruflia may do aftonifliing things 
with income at home, where the flrft neceflaries of life are alfo cheap j but it has not 
nearly the npmber of refources to carry on ■operations out of its own i^rdew as this 
court has. times of Leopold and Charles VI. have long been gbne by. 'Within 
this Uft twenty veata a ebanee nas taken nlace in the adminiftratiBn nF thi» Imperial fi¬ 
nances. 
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nances, tihich will adoniih the world, aaXoon as 0istx>urt kas-ait opportunity of Ihew- 
ing its power. 1 do not believe it wants as, much idtnft as Aui&Rjvamea utrh^n it begun 
the laft war to be a full match for tha Turks. the reveajpe of Great Britain was 
nearly equal to that of this country, previous to the breaking emt of this war, bUt has 
been a Httle Idffened by the lofs of America, Auftria has no rival to fear,.even at pre> 
fent, but b ranee j but the former is a rifitig power, and in fifty yCars time the two 
crowns will be nearly equally ftrong. Though « be true, that Hum does contain fome 
millions of men more than the Auftrian monarchy, there, are ftnohgft the former fu- 
Veral Kamtfchatdales, Samoides, and Laplanders, who are of litticmoie political eflima.. 
tion than their cattle. Both powers are making hafiy Andes to greatnefs, and in the 
next century will probably play the parts which France and England played from the 
end of the laft to the middle of this, that is, the quiet and balance of Europe will de¬ 
pend upon thpni. This court will not fufler the Ruffian to take one ftep, without taking 
the fame, or perhaps two, as was the cafe in the partition of Poland, which I now know 
for certrin, priginated in this country. Ruffia bore all the expences of the Turkiih, 
Of to fay of the Polifh war; and when matters came to a divifion, Auftria gained 
mofe tfciap Ruffia and Pruffia together. The Auftrian part of Poland, together with 
Bukdwxna, which was taken from the Turks, is not larger than the fliarc wdneh Ruffia 
had; but it contains more men, and produces at ieaft half as much again as the Ruffian 
and Pruffian parts put together. According to the heft accounts, the Ruffian part con¬ 
tains cmly tw’o millions one hundred thoufand, and the Pruffian fix hundred and fifty 
tl^OuiaDd ; whereas in the Auftrian, as I have ftated them, there ai'e two millions eight 
hundred thoufand fouls. Befidcs this larger population Aufiria has likewife the advan¬ 
tage of the very produftive fait-works of Wiclitlka, and thegreateft part of Poland is 
dependent upon it for this neceffary of life. The ftrength of Auftria is compafl: j but 
that of Ruffia is broken. They talk here of a partition of Tin key, as a thing rcfolved 
on by the two Imperial courts, and even the public papers begin to mention it; but I 
do not believe it, as it is well known that there was a plan of the fame kind formed by 
the two courts in the year 1730. Should there, however, be any thing in ir, and fhould 
bot our court have a power to conjure the ftorm, this would probably be the laft treaty 
of friendfiiip between Auftria and Ruffia; for as loon as the Porte fliall be deflroyed, 
ajid the two Chriftian empires have their limits on the borders of the Black Sea, they 
muft of neceffity grow jealous of each other, as with refped to trade, and other circum- 
ftances, they will be exaflly in the fame fuuation as France and Great Britain were in, 
with regard to each other. 


LETTER XXXVI. 

Vu'ma. 

BY degrees the Emperor begins to fhew a little of the plan which he has fo long kept 
concealed in his own bread. You muft not expc£k me to give you a (ircumftantial ac¬ 
count of the new regulations which haii^ appeared, or will appear in mture. I think of 
leaving this town next week; but you will have quicker and more complete inteyigc|JCe 
from me newfpapers, than I can give you on my travels. Certainly our chafte*li^cfr 
GRzCtte not the channel to convey matters of this kind to you; it will indeed mlorin 
you very drcumftantially, that the Emperor went one day to church, another day a hunt¬ 
ing, and a third to the concert; that he let his hand be kifted, and what coat, or grext 
<oat he wore in one and ^ other place. You will not hear by 'thw ehannel, of the 

laWs 
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IaVi% relating jto tplwatiofl* of the.abpHi^on of cloifters, of the diminution of the papal 
authority} hear' thl^^^^^ feftary to worih’p God in 

his own way j that Aiiilria has b*^pptp 4 » 3 e^<Jent^o^ all foreign influence; that mon- 
kery.is no more^ that tbeclergy;|re jhbc^je ihe^fe^ of the ftate: the abolition, 
too, of feudal tehufe^V; privileges of the nobles; the 

reform in the courts of jnftice ; greater all the operations of government ; 

univerfal and rigid oeccmotny ; advahcemeitt of jphilofophy; extenfion of civil liberty 
and patriotic feMngs; >h<;0uragement of merit; all thefe things are attended to by Jo- 
feph, with a zeal Ind fteadinefs jvhich will rendw Auftria in a fliort time, the aftonifli- 
ment of the world, and one of the mbft floufifliing and mighty empires in it. 

Perhaps you will alk whm is to be^me of the arts ? Will there alfo be academies of 
infcriptions and belles lettres; Arcadian aflTemblies, academies of painting and ftatuary ? 
Moft certainly there will. One of the latter is an old inftitution; and as for the otji^s,; 
there are as many able fubjefls here as at Paris. Here are perfohs enough 4^0 ^ 
time and talents fufficient to make each other fenfelefs compliments in pehodicil publi¬ 
cations ; to make parties to raife fome inlipid performance, the author of which has 
flattered their vanity into repute, and to opprefe a writer of merit, who has ventured to 
difpute their judgment. Nor are there wanting perfons who are capable of giving the 
moft old fafliioned thought an air of novelty, or publifliiftg mutilated tranflations as 
their own works. It is indeed but eight or ten years fmcc moft of the new pieces which 
appeared on the French and Englifh ftages, were publilhed here as original compofidoris. 
Thefe things, therefore, will exift; but the Emperor will fcarcelylay out a penny in 
this way; he knows better what to do with his money ; and it had been well for us, 
had wt\applied the money which thefe inftitutions have coft us to any other purpofe, had 
it been only that of making canals to carry off the dirt w'hich makes fuch a ftink jh the 
choaked up common fewers, and has already fuffocated many. 

Here, methinks, I fee you look on me with contempt; for I know you live and move 
only for the belles lettres, and pity us barbarians who do not facrifice fo ardently to the 
divine arts. Well do I remember all the kind things you ufed to fay of my Itupidity ? 
and coldnefSi or whatever elfe you pleafed to call it, whenever I happened not to have the 
feeling you had, on meeting with a good epigram, a lively defeription, or a fine print 
or drawing. But, my dear brother, every man fees things in his own way, and, as in 
compliance with your leading palfion, 1 have taken the trouble to give you a great deal 
of intelligence about the German theatre and poetry, &c. &c. and promife you a great 
deal more from the northern parts of Germany, you will not take it amifs if 1 fay fome- 
tbing to you in juftification of my own tafte, and peculiar way of thinking. 

Tri! me then, iny deareft brother, if it be not a truth which all hiftory attefts, tha tiff 
every nation the aera of the arts and faences has immediately preceded their fall ? I will 
»ot be at the pains to prove this, by a long dedudion of events from the hiftory of 
' Oteece to this time, Yqu may recoiled the excellent note of a Tyrplefe monk upon a 
paflage in Golun|«lli^ pffblilhe by the author of Kjyagef i^erents Pays de PEurope. 
it contauis the ftrbia|eft evidence which hiftory cm give, that a country in which thofc 
artC^hljdl cobtributb chiefly to amufement, are held ift high eftimation, and are the moft 
fu&i^l^l^^y of gaining honour and fortune, is a country verging faft to ruin»,, 
will iky<TOt the fault is not in the arts and fciences themfelves. Right; buf-yvbltithey 
get a certmn fuperiority in a nation over the other employments of the miff^; jthey niuft 
drawdeftruftiyecpnfequences after.;t,h^rn. Frivolity, weaknefs,. prpffffiPn^' ^ 
mori(;'ltft>oriousi*'|>ti!rfuits and occupations, pftentation, wrong judgineUFin eftboung the 
fervahts of the ftate, a warm and immoderate defire of ornaments, &c, are neceffary 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

Viiinnao 

TO-MORROW I leave this place j I fiiall ftay fomc time at Prague, waero I cx- 
pc£t to hear from you. 

It is now evident what the Emperor was ,about during his mother’s lilV-titno. All 
the ftrangers who are here, are allonifhcd at the Ihort time in which one of the greateii; 
and mofl; total revolutions has been effeded ; a furc fign that it was thought of long 
before, and all the materials prepared. The nobility and clergy are every day more 
convinced that it will go harder and harder with them : but they make no refinance ; 
for both orders are entirely difarmed. Notwithflanding their great riches, the nobility 
are enfeebled by their elfeminacy and diffipation, and the clergy have a fnakc in their 
own bofoms which will ding them to death. This fnake is philofophy ; which, under 
the fcmblance of theology, has glided even to the epifcopal chair. Moll of the younger 
ccclefiaftics arc infetted by the poiibn of this fnake in the univerfities. They all know 
that there is a Febronius in the world, and fome of them are only acquainted with him 
as a heretic ; yet as the arguments of the cowl have a much greater effett upon them 
than the arguments of their profeffors, and as the court is evidently friendly to him, 
they are not unwilling to be reconciled to their old enemies. The Bellarmiiiills, who 
pofl'efs all the great benefices, ftill make, it is true, the greater number; but if once 
they are in danger of lofing their cures, or the twenty-five thoufand advocates in the 
imperial dominions, who have long been ready with arguments, are ordered to charge, 
they will no doubt make very little refiftancc. 

1 do not believe there is a fmgle man of underftanding in the army, who does not 
moft thoroughly approve the Emperor’s new regulations. This part of the adminif- 
tration of the country has been in his hands a confiderable time ; and it carries marks 
in every part of it, of having been fo. Amongft all the Imperial officers 1 was acquainted 
with, 1 did not meet with one, of a certain age, who did not pofl'efs a certain fund of 
philofophy. During my ftay here, I found them by far the bell company in the place; 
and, with the permiflion of the Profeflbrs, Doctors, andother I Jterati, mull think them by 
far the moft enlightened people in the Auftrian dominions. I will anfvver for finding 
many corporals in the Imperial army who have more fenfe than nine out of ten of the 
literati. There has long been a freedom of thinking and reafoning in the array, which 
is a flrong contraft to what obtains clfewfiere, and does the Emperor the utmoft ho¬ 
nour. Every regiment has a library to itfelf, and the officers find means to procure 
every good book, however prohibited it may be. The King of Pruflia has no longer 
Pope bc-falved and be-confecrated generals, as he ufed to call Daun, to contend with. 
Even amongft the commqn foldiers you may obferve a kind of natural logic, which is; 
the confequence of the way in which they are managed, and which you may trace in 
their tents, in their manoeuvres, in their tables/\nd in every thing that belongs to 
them. There is not a veftige left of the bigotry which heretofore made the Imperial 
army fo confpicuous. What indeed will the black troop undertake againft a corps con- 
dutled as this is ? The Emperor will not find the fame facility in reforming the ad- 
miniftration of civil and criminal juftite, as he will meet with in reforming the chui:ch. 
There is ftill a formidable darknefs over all this part of legiflation. The defefls, part¬ 
ly owing to the laws thepifelves, and the forms of adminiflering- juftice, and partlv 
increafed through the flupidity, pedantry, difTolutenefs, Ceiiifhnefs, and want of pa- 
triotifm of the fervants of the court, have long been felt. The late Emprels endea- 
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vourcd to remedy them, but in vain; for were the Codex Therejtamis ten times Icri 
barbarous than it is, ftill little would have been done. There is a want of men to 
give vigour to laws, however good. 

During the time ho was oidy a kind of viceroy, the Emperor took all the pains he 
was able, to throw more light upon the adminiftration of jultice, and to render it more 
impartial; nor do I believe there is a lingle iiiftancc of a ftriking and notorious ad of 
injullice having been committed by any of his immediate fervants ; but he could not 
create new fubjeds ; and as long as pride, lazinefs, and the love of ihew, continue to 
be leading features in the charadersof the principal members of the courts of jultice, it is 
impoflible but that fraud, chicanery, and indeed roguery of every kind, mull find their 
way in procefl’cs fo complicated as thefe are. 

Criminal juftice is, indeed, in a moll piteous condition. When you read the Codex 
Therejianus, you would conceive that it had been compofed for a horde of Bafehis. 
Heie are punilhments for crimes which have not been heard of in the country for a 
century j and penalties very grievous indeed, but at the fame time moll ridiculous, 
when you compare the Hate of the country and the Hate of the law, for offences which 
happen every day, but raife no clamour, fuch as fornication, adultery, and fodomy. 
This, however, is not fo great an evil; for let laws be as fevere as they will, Hill they 
e.xpofe civil and natural liberty to no danger, and the moll inhuman laws that can be 
devifed, are better than no law at ail; or what amounts to the fame thing, the non-ob- 
fervance of any. The latter unfortunately is the cafe here. It was foon feen that the Codex 
Therefiam's agreed neitlier with the manners nor the charafler of the people, and the 
court became afliamed, at the time that all Europe was making an outcry about hu¬ 
manity, the abolition of capital punilhments, &c. &c. of a ftatute-book which had no¬ 
thing in it but halters, gibbets, fwords, &c. What was to be done ? They would not 
repeal the law; but contented themfelvcs with an univerfal requifition to the judges fo 
be mild, and not to inflidl capital punifliments without necellity. This mifunderllood le¬ 
nity is the gr^ateft tyranny in the world. The moll cruel law that can be devifed can¬ 
not commit murder. On the contrary, the more cruel the law is, the more depravity 
and obftinacy it befpeaks to fin againll it; but the general diredlion, to “ have recourfe 
to no capital punifliments without neceffity,” tends to fubmit the guilty to the difere- 
tion of the judge, and thus undermines one of the principal props of civil liberty. As long 
as laws, let them be as fevere as they will, are rigidly obferved, the tranfgreflbr is 
without excufe.. He knew the law, and not to guard againll the penalty of it, befpokc 
wickednefs and weaknefs j but in the lafl cafe he may be the viftim of circuinllances, 
with which his crime has not the leall connexion. I will relate a fa£l to you, which 
happened feme years ago at Liniz, which, though it relates to military juftice, will 
give you a very good idea of the Hate of criminal juftice in this country. 

Two grenadiers, who were among the handfomeft men of the regiment, agreed to 
defert from Stein, and engaged others to defert with them. Tney were dete£t- 
ed and condemned to die, as ringl^ders, by the council of war. The whole re¬ 
giment knew, that every general m the army had it in command to fuffer no 
fentence of death to be put in execution without the utmoft lieceflity. As this ne- 
ceflity did not exift, General Brown was determined to grant a. pardon, and he 
would have done fo, but on a Hidden the whole feene changed. The comrades of the 
prifo.ners went to them in prifon, got drunk with them, and offered to go to the gal¬ 
lows in their Head; fo perfuaded were they that the pardon would come. The whole 
of this was related to the General. The day came; the young men 'cveutcheerfully to 
the field ; all Lintz had no doubt but the pardon would meet them there, when lo, and 
behold! General Brown found out that this was the referved cafe of extreme negslfity, 

and 
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and the men were executed. What was the confequcnce r The Gencnd hn J a re¬ 
primand from Vienna ; but did he deferve it? Was it not a fufiiciendy good excufe 
for his conduct, to fay, that defertioiis were grown every day more common, from tiie 
idea that fcntences of death would never be carried into execution ? In ray opinion, 
thefc grenadiers were viflirns to the wcaknefs of the Icgillation. Stability, not mercy, 
is the firfl; merit of a law. 

A general defed, which runs through the whole of this legiflation is, that it is loaded 
with orders which are not made elFedivc. There is no end of projeds and writings. 
There are orders upon orders, injunctions upon injunftions, and referipts upon referipts; 
the laft of which always overturns, or at lead very much limits the preceding one. This 
is fo conftant a thing, that feveral perfons in office in the country make it a rule, betbre 
they carry an order into execution, to wait five or fix weeks to fee whether it will not 
be contradicted. It would be a curious, and to the Auftrian date a very profitable bufi- 
nefs, if any perfon would take the trouble of collecting the contradictory laws which have 
been promulgated within thefe lad eighteen or twenty years. This, no doubt, arofe in 
part becaufe the Emperor and his mother had different plans of legiflation; but now he 
governs alone, he will find it very difficult to bring matters right, as he cannot depend 
upon any aflidance whatever from his fubalterns. 

The language of the courts of jultice here is very Angular. You mud know, that 
they have a ftyle of their own, which is totally different from the common ffyle, and is 
called the chancellery, or law flyle. I have jud been reading a refeript of the Imperial 
court to the chapter of Saltzburg, who are engaged in a law.fuit with their archbilhop. 
It contains periods which fill a whole folio fide of paper, and in which, with all the at¬ 
tention in the world, it is irapoflible to find a connection. Indeed, the more uncon¬ 
nected it is, and the more abounding in the fcarccd Latin and French words, the better 
this dyle is reckoned. There are likewife many German words, which are ufed in a 
fenfe dlreCtly oppofitc to what they have in common language. I look upon it as quite 
impoflible that the grandchildren of the prefent generation fliould underdand a Angle 
fyllable of all their jargon. Fare ye well. 


LETTER XXXVIII. 

Prague^ 

THE journey from Vienna to this place was one of the mod plcafing I have ever taken, 
notwithdanding we did not meet with a Angle good town, during a journey of forty- 
four German-pod miles. My company confifted of an Imperial officer, a pried, and a 
traveller from Lower Saxony. The officer had ferved in the lad war in Silefia. He 
was a fenfible man, and aCted as our Cicerone on two of the mod noted liclds of battle 
recorded in modern hi^ory. 

As long as we continued in Audria, the country appeared Angularly well cultivated, 
and thera was all the appearance of a high datl’\)f happinefs and eafe among the farm¬ 
ers ; but in the parts of Moravia we came through, the inhabitants did not feem near fo 
happy as their neighbours. Notwithflanding this, however, the country i& well culti¬ 
vated throughout; nor do you fee any of the wild deferts, which are fo driking in Hun¬ 
gary. Snaym and Iglau aVe two very .pretty villages. The inhabitants of thefe fpeak 
German very well; but you obferve that it is not their native language. 

1 he whole country is made up partly of a plain, and partly of gently rifing hills; 
but on the confines of Bohemia, the hills rife into more datcly, as well as more fruitful 
mountains. Ihe parts of thefe through which our road lay, were covered with fine 
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woods, villages, and fevcral very flatcly caftlcs, and there are mile-ftones all the way. 
The roads are excellent. We met with few villages on the plains of Bohemia; it feems 
the Gormans have a proverb, which fays of a thing that is fcarc#j, “ that it is fcarce as a 
village in Bohemia.” As, however, it is evident from the lill: of thofe who draw for 
loldiers, that tlic countryextremely well peopled, and as we faw feme very good agri¬ 
culture, and no barren ground, we did not at firtl know W'hat to make of thefe appear¬ 
ances ; but our officer, who had travelled over the country far and near, explained 
them to us. He told us, that moft of the villages lay off the great road, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of rivers and brooks, or behind w^oods, and that if we would go a mile and a 
half, cither to the right or left, we ffiould fee enough of them. This cuftom of hiding 
the habitations in the rocks of the country, or behind woods, probably took its rife in 
the time of W'ars, when the inhabitants endeavoured to procure flicker from the robbers 
and knight-errants who infefted the land. No doubt the convenience of having water 
contributed foraething to it. Between Kolin and Planiani, which are diftant two Ger¬ 
man miles from each other, we came to the noted field of battle, which has taken its 
name from thefe two places, though it ought to have it from the fmail village near which 
the aftion really happened. Here we got out, apd our Cicerone, who was proud of hav¬ 
ing had his fliare in the honour of that day, which did away the ignominy of Auftria, 
went over the ground writh us. 

Many reafons have been given why this battle proved fo fatal to the King of Pruflia, 
and, as in all other cafes of the kind, the hiftorian will be puzzled to choofe between 
the different relations of various fenfible men, w'ho were all eye-witneffes, and all took 
part in the labour and difficulty of the day. Here, however, the event evidently de¬ 
pended upon the ground, wliich Daun knew how to make his advantage of. 

Along the road, and to the right of it, there is a plain which extends as far as the eye 
can reach ; on the left of this there is a gentle rife, which makes a kind of peak near 
the village where the great aflion took place. On the right of this rifing, which you 
can hardly call a hill, you difeover flraight before you a long, deep ditch, encompafled 
with fteep walls, which have the appearance, at a diftance, of a plain betwixt woods. To 
the left this hill finks in a remarkable hollow, and loofes itfelf backwards in*a great 
plain. Daun’s right wing was placed on the top of the rifing, and the remainder of 
his army was covered by the ditch on the left. The King of Pruflia approached by the 
plain through which we were-to pafs. He was compelled to fight, or give up the fiege 
of Prague, and evacuate Bohemia. The only part of the Imperial army he could attack 
was the right wing. The gallant Pruffians were not at all diffieartened by the inequality 
of the ground. Ever accuftomed to conquer, their right wing advanced in filence up 
the hill. The Imperials, who had the advantage of the ground, beat them back again. 
Six times the Pruffians returned to the attack; but as the ground \vas very lurrow, 
they were at length much impeded by their own dead, who lay on the flopes of the hill 
they had to afeend. Notwithftanding all this, they would ftiU-have gained the day, if 
Daun had not had time to flank his b^'iten right wing with cavalry. This immediately 
charged to the left of the hill in the flai^k of the Pruffians, who, after the flia^eft con- 
teft, were at length obliged to give way. Whilff they were retreating in good order, 
prince Maurice of Deffau, whole bravery often approached to raflmefs, took a Angle 
battalion, and with it encountered the whole force of the A||ftrian army. This made 
the rout much greater than it would otherw'ife have been. The Prince would have 
fought his troops to the laft man, if he had not been called off froni his rafli headed 
attempt by the King’s fpecial command. As among other Ioffes the King’s guard had 
been entirely cut off, when'the Prince came up to hhn, he began crying out, “My 
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guard, Prince ! niy guard !” To which the other made atifwi r, “ My rr-^iment, Your 
Majefty! my regimtut!”- He thought, that as his regiment had been cut off, there 
was nothing worth faving. 

Now it may probably have been a fault in the King not to have had any cavalry in. 
his left wing; but if it was fo, it arofe from the unevennefs of the ground. If the Auf- 
trianshad not had the great advantage of having their right wing on an eminence, and 
the reft of their army fecure, in all probability the Pruflians, who notwithftanding thefc- 
difadvantages, made the vidfory dubious for a great while, would have got the day be¬ 
fore Daun could have fupported the attacked part with his cavalry, and in that cafe no 
perfon w’ould have thought of a failure of cavalry on the Pruffian part. The King, too* 
could not obferve the motions of the German horfe, whofe hidden appearance from the 
hollow was the more formidable, from its being entirely unexpeded, and what a priori 
muft have feemed very improbable to the King. 

■Others fay, that the King purpofed to do nothing with his left wing, but intended to 
alter his mode of battle, and charge with his right, whilft the prince of Deffau was 
amufing the enemy. In that cafe his flank would bave«been fecured from the attack of 
the enemy’s cavalr)', and he would have had nothing to fear from the Auftrian left 
wing on this fide the deep ditch. But, fay thofe who maintain this opinion, the prince 
of Deflau, inftcad of amufing the enemy, made fo lively and ferious an attack, that the 
King was obliged to fupport him, out of apprehenfion, that if the Prince was rcpulfed, 
the whole arni^ might have been brought into diforder by the flight of his regiment. I 
take this likewife to be one of thofe after- thoughts which fliew what a man (hould have 
done, but not what he did, or had a mind to do. Others think, that the King trufting 
folely to his good fortune, which had done fuch great things for him a little before at 
the battle of Prague, had neglected fome neceffary arrangements, particularly the bring¬ 
ing up his cavalry. But this feems one of the obfervations which a fenfible writer 
makes after the time, to give himfelf the air of appearing to know more than other peo¬ 
ple. A man like the King of PruflSa, who gives continual proofs that he does not fuf- 
fer himfelf to be depreffed by any reverfe of fortune, is not likely to have been too 
much raifed by his fuccefs. 

Being now beaten, for thfe firft time, after fo many fuccefsful battles, Frederick re¬ 
treated in the beft order poflible to Saxony, through Leutmerijt and Aujftg. Depreffed 
he was not, but a little out of humour, as his oldeft brother, fince. dead, who carried 
part of the army back into Saxony, by Gabel, experienced. But, no doubt, you are 
well acquainted with this wonderful retreat, and the anecdotes concerning it, to be found 
in the book entitled, Recuilde hetires de Sa Mujejle le Roi dc Prujp, regardant k dernUre 
guerre. If the King had gained this battle he would have been mailer of all Bohemia. 
All Auftria would have ftoodopen to him, and Ollmitiz on\y would have prevented his 
going to "Vienna. In this cafe he would have dictated to his enemies the conditions of 
peace, whereas the mifearriage was followed by fix years of bloody war. 

The King commanded this a<^ion from the v^ndow of an upper ftory of a public 
houfe, which ftands alone, and is very near th^ road. It was with inexprcfiible plea- 
lure that we dined in the room, which commands a view of the field of battle on both 
lldcs. ^ Every thing here appeared facred to me; as I flood in the place occupied by the 
King, in-the window which diredly fronts the eminence which occafioned his defeat, I 
felt all the mortification he muft have experienced, when he found his troops giving 
way. There were fome marks of cannon-balls in the walls of this houfe, and the King 
was not altogethw lafe. 
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Kolin is a pretty little town; it is, without a doubt, the bed place you meet wiih be¬ 
twixt Prague and Vienna; the garrifon, however excepted, it does not contain above 
three thoufand five hundred louls. The houfes are not more than feven hundred, and 
do not feem to be very well inhabited. We refted a little here, and were extremely 
well treated ; you live very cheap and well all over Bohemia. Small hares, ducks, 
geefe, &c. are the common food met with, in the fmallefl: inns. 

In order to give you an idea of the price of provifions, I will give you an account of 
what the Saxon and I paid for a night’s entertainment. You muft know, that almoft 
all the inns here have a bad appearance, and the innkeepers, notwithdanding the plenty 
they afford travellers, feem to be but in indifferent circumftances. Their houfes gene¬ 
rally ftand alone in the ftreet, and have neither orrfiard, kitchen-garden, or any piece of 
land near belonging to them. They are obliged to pay fo heavy a rent to the landlord, 
or nobleman to whom the houfe belongs, that they can gain but very little. At lall we 
faw an inn in a village we came to, which had a better appearance; it had a roomy court, 
good ftables, a neat garden, and was the property of the landlady. Now, faid we, as 
w'e got into our bed-chambers, we fliall have another land of bill, and no doubt pay for 
the fine profpeft which this room commands, the fine furniture, the exquifite glaffes and 
china, and in fhort, ail the fine things which we enjoy or do not enjoy. We had for 
fupper a rice foup, with an exceeding good chicken, a fallad, and two young hares 
broiled. We had excellent beer, which is remarkably good in Bohemia, and a pot of 
wine, which we found very bad, and would not have another, as we knew tliat wine 
was very dear all over Bohemia. We had two very clean beds, and fome very good 
coffee for breakfaft; and would you think it? when the bill was called for, it amounted 
only to forty-two creutzers, that is, about one livre and forty-two fols French. 

We ftopped about three miles from Prague, and went fome furlongs out of the way 
to fee the famous field of battle of the year 1757. Here the Prullians overcame nature 
itfelf. It was impoflible for the Auftrians to have more favourable ground. A deep, 
broad, perpendicular ditch proteded them from the enemy. They had a very formida¬ 
ble artillery, which defended the ditch by batteries placed to great advantage. When 
the Pruflians made their firft attack by the ditch, they fell like flocks of fnow: the Auf- 
trian fire was terrible. There has not been a harder or bloodier adion in the prefent 
century, nor is there perhaps in hiftory, a fingle inftance of a battle won under fuch cir¬ 
cumftances as the Pruflians had to contend with. It is almoft literally true, that they 
had at the fame time a fort to take and an army to bear, which was ftronger than their 
own. Conceive to yourfelf, a deep ditch flanked with cannon, on the other fide of 
which is encamped a bold looking army of at leaft feventy thoufand men. The Pruf- 
fians marched through the ditch, and through the fortifications oppoled to them, put 
the enemy to the moft complete flight, and befieged Prague, in which part of the flying 
Imperial army took refuge. But they paid dear for the vidory; their lofe of men was 
infinitely greater than that of the enemy; accounts differ wkH regard to the numbers 
flain; fome make them feven, others<f|om nine to ten thoufand men. The truth, how¬ 
ever, without the leaft exaggeration is, that the immenfe ditch was filled throughout its 
whole breadth with dead men, who in many places likewife, lay in great heaps upon 
each other. 

The ftroke which the King felt moft of all, was the lofs of the brave general Schwe¬ 
rin. . We looked with the moft folcmn melancholy on the tree near which he fell. The 
prefent Emperor has ereded a monument to him, which does no lefs honour to the per. 
fon who fet it up» than to him whofe name it bears and eternizes. IViany anecdotes are 
current with regard to the death of this brave man. It has been faid, that a rough 
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anfwer given by the King to a raeflage he fent him by an adjutant in the middle of the 
battle, to let him know it was impoffible to win it, occafioned him to feek death; .but I 
do not believe this; for even fuppofing Schwerin to have remonftrated on what he 
thought an impoffibiiity, the king knew well enough that the word obey was fufficient to 
remind him of his duty, and to make him do all that could be expcfted from a man of 
his character for courage and abilities; no, we mull do Schwerin the juftice to fay that 
he died, becaufe according to the proverb, every man owes a death. He died like a pa¬ 
triot ; he faw the violence of the contell, faw the good-will of his foldier-., and their 
courage, which the havoc death made all around them could not tame. Nothing, he 
found, but an act of defperation on his part could lave them, he therefore fnatched the 
colours out of the hands of a dying cornet, crying, follow me, my brave boys, and rode up^ 
to the mouth of the cannon. A ball took him off at the head of his brave troops, but 
they fired by his courage and example, got up the hill, broke in on the enemy, and by 
that deed turned the day in favour of the King. After the battle the King befieged 
I*rague. Daun in the mean time colledled the broken Imperial troops, got an army to¬ 
gether and haftened to the relief of the town, the garrifon of which was making a brave 
refinance; this array the King was compelled to attack, or raife the fiege j this brought 
on the above deferibed battle of Kolin, iii which he loll all that he had won before. 


LETTER XXXIX. 

Prague^ 

BOHEMIA is a country favoured of heaven, the climate is excellent. In this excur- 
fion 1 have become acquainted with feveral foreigners who make their conftant refidence 
here, and are induced to it by the wholefomenefs of the air, the goodnefs and cheapnefs 
of all the neceffaries of life, and the cheerful good humour of the inhabitants,—and yet 
iEneas Silvius deferibes the country as a part of Siberia, though it was, in all probability, 
more flourilhing in his time than it is now; to be fure the difference of the climate muff 
have been llriking to a Roman, but I believe his eminence was here only in the winter j 
the fpring is not fo beautiful even at Rome as it is here; fpring and fummer are as re¬ 
markable as the winter is at Vienna, where you feldom fee a regular fpring, but the win¬ 
ter and fummer almofl; join. The climate of this country is not e.\:pofed to any of thofe 
fudden and inclement changes which are fo fatal to health in other places. I’he winter 
colds are neither too fharp, nor the fummer heats too ftrong. The air is dry, clear, and 
temperate. The country lies high, and forms a large extended plain, furrounded on all 
fides by very high hills covered with rich woods. The vale in the middc, which is wa¬ 
tered by the Elbe, the Moldaw, and the Eyer, of which you may eafily form an idea, by 
calling your eyes on the map, is protedted from the force of the wind. The feveral hol¬ 
lows in the middle contribute to let out the waters, fo that there are neither lakes nor 
moralles to fill the air with unwholefome vapours. As the foil is llony only in very 
few places, the waters flow eafily through the c^ntry, and make it fruitful, with¬ 
out filling the mr, as is the caie in feveral parts of Upper SwitRcrland, with catarrhs 
and coughs. 

The country produces every thing that can contribute to the comfort of life in allonifh- 
ing abundance, wine and fait only excepted. The greatell part of the former is brought 
at a very moderate price from Bintz, where is a warehoufe for fait, which is brought 
from Gerund in Auftria, and Halle in the Tyrol. The remainder is brought from, 
Aultrian Poland at a moderate price. There have been many fuccefsful experiments 
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kiESBECK’s Travels through germanv, 

i5ia<ie to protUicc wine, and I have tafted fome melnikers very little inferior tq the fe- 
coiui/ort of Boni-deaux wines. The firft flocks were brought from Burgundy. The 
country, however, will hardly be able to produce a fufliciency of this article for con- 
iliinption, but it has other advantages to make up for the lofs. As it pofleffes moft of 
(he prime neceflaries of life, and by that means commands a fuperiority of trade which 
none of the neighbouring countries can difpute with it, it provides a great part of Silelia, 
Saxony, and Auflria with corn, and alfo fells them fome cattle. The circle of Saall'eris 
alone able to furnifh all Bohemia, populous as the country is, with com even in moderate 
years. The excellent Bohemian hops are carried as far as the Rhine in great quantities. 
I'he breed of horfes is likewife wonderfully itnproved'within thefe few years, and bring 
annually large futnsof money into the country-. The Bohemian tin is the beft of any, 
next to the Englifh; and they carry on a very confiderabte trade in alum, and fbveral 
kinds of precious ftones, particularly garnets. The large woods, in which the country 
abounds, furnifh materials for the wonderful manufaftories of glafs, which bring a great 
deal of money into the country, and find their way into every part of Europe from Por¬ 
tugal to Sweden. Within thefe few years they have alfo made large quantities of very 
good and uncommonly cheap hats, with which they fupply great part of the inhabitants 
of Auflria, Bavaria, and Franconia. The handkerchief and linen manufaftorics arc alfo 
in good repute. 

The Bohemian travels much. Some as dealers in glafs, who go as far as England and 
Italy, and fome as baflvct and fieve-makers. I have met with large caravans of thefe on 
the Upper Rhine and in the Netherlands. Thefe people commonly come home with 
pretty large fums of money ; they keep together like brothers whilft they are in foreign 
countries. They have indeed an uncommon fhare of patriotifra, and a kind of con¬ 
fidence in each other, which often makes them pafs in the eyes of ftrangers fora favage 
and barbarous people, though they really are not fo. 

Since the days of Hufs they have a fecret hatred to the Germans, which does not 
arlfe fo much from bad temper as from a kind of national pride. Moft of the farmers 
who live near the roads fpeak German; but as they do not like to talk to a ftranger 
without neceirity, they pretend not to underftand a word of what the traveller fays, and 
make their fport of him amongft themfelves. It has been attempted to make them fend 
their children to German fchools, but hitherto they have all proved abortive. They 
have an unfpeakable averfion to whatever is German. I have heard young men here 
talk of the battles which their anceftors, under Zifka, fought againft the Germans, with 
a degree of warmth and pride, which made them very amiable in my eyes. They ftill 
remember too, that the refideiice of the court at Prague formerly rendered the country 
flourilhing, and lament that the preference which has been given to Auftria, in confe- 
queixe of a flight mifunderltanding, carries off large fums annually from the country, 
which are fent to Vienna partly by the court and partly by the nobility. The late Em- 
prefs was extremely ofiended tvith them on account of this mifuhderftandmg, and Bohe¬ 
mia was the only one of her old hereoKjjiry dominions which Ihe never vifited. 

The Huflites are ftill very numerous in the country. Some think that a fourth part 
of the inhabitants are of this feel, which has alfo Ipread widely in Moravia. Scarce 
four years are part fince above ten thoufiind farmers made a little ftand to recover their 
freedom of opinion; but they were foon quieted, and the thing had no further confe- 
quences. 

Voltaii-e and fome other hlftorians have much mifreprefented the femous Hufs and 
his dodlrines. They look upon this reformer as a man of a very limited tinderftanding, 
and think that his objod went no further than to procure the clergy leave to marry, 
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and let the people have the ufe of the cup at the facrament. They love to make fport 
witl> him, and fay that he endeavoured to make the incomprehenfible myftery ftill more 
incoinprehenfible, without having the lead; attention to how much the human mind wss 
dowered by fuch myderies. They deny him the philofophical fpirit, both of his prede- 
ccflbr Wickliff, or of his followers, Luther, Zwingle, and Calvin. I had formerly the 
fame opinion of him myfelf; but fince I have ftudied his hiftory and the hiftories of his 
followers, I have conceived a much higher idea of him. I fearched in the library of 
Vienna for ail the documents that relate to this interefting hiftory. In Menker I found 
a* vindication of the opinions of the Huffites, addrefled to the diet of Nuremberg. It ii 
written in a German which I could not underftand, till I had read it over fix or feven 
times, and procured alfftance from feveral of my friends. This wonderful reprefentation 
contains the whole confeffion of faith of the Huffites. They attack the whole fyftem of 
the Roman Chatholic church, purgatory, fafts, monkery,—and it is certain tnat they 
were only one.ftep behind Calvin. The ftyle of this vindication has all the marks of in¬ 
timate perfuafton, and of the founded underftanding, only like Luther, the author fome- 
times falls into the ftyle of the tiroes and runs into low language. 

In faft, the foie advantage which the other reformers had over Hufs, arofe from the 
invention of printing lince his time, as in confequence of this, knowledge was much more 
widely fpread, as the doftiines could be much more widely diffufed. The dotfrines of 
Hufs were loft amidft the wars which followed his death. They were ftified in the bar¬ 
barity which overfpread Bohemia, when the people no longer attended to any teacher, 
but the fword became the foie decider of alt controverfy. 

I found fufficient proofs that Hufs, notwithftanding his obftinacy and prcfumption, pof- 
fefled an enlightened and philofophical mind, which, however, partook fomcwhat of the 
unpoHlhed character of the age in which he lived. I am fometimes tempted to write his 
hiftory, which perhaps is not yet fufficiently underftood. Whether I fball perfevere I 
know not, but in the mean time will colledl: what materials I can, and when I have time^ 
try whether I have any talents for writing hiftory—at leaft I feel a great temptation lo 
do this. 

The prefent race of Huffites flatter themfelves that the Emperor, whofe fentiments of 
toleration are well known, and who is very fond of the Bohemians, will reftore to them 
their freedom of opinion; but people here generally think that they are deceived in their 
expeOations; for as their fentiments nearly approach thofe of the Lutherans, it would 
not be very prudent to allow the eftablifhment of anew fefl:, which always fpreads fome 
roots that may grow and be dapgertnis. 

The Bohemians are a wonderfully ftrong-built race of men. Dubravius, one of their 
hiftorians, who was Bilhop of Olmutz in the fixteenth century, compares them to lions. 
“ As the land ffays he, according to the manner of writing of thofe times,) lies under 
the influence oi Leo, fo do its inhabitants poflefs all the qualities of that noble animal. 
Their high chefts, fparklwg eyes, ftrong thick hair, ftout bones, ftrength, courage, and 
irrefiftible fpirit, when oppofed, all (hew evidently that the lion is their ftar, which they 
bear likewife in their coat of arms.” * 

They are a handfome, ftrong built, and aftive race of people; and you fee evidently 
thai they are defcended from the Croats, who are fome of the handfomeft people upon 
earth. Their heads are a little top brge; but their broad fhoulders, and thdr thick-tet 
bodies render the difproportion not fo rifible as it would otfierwife be. They are with¬ 
out doubt the beft foldiers of all the Emptroris troops. They bear the inconveniehcies 
f the military life longer than any. Even hunger, that deadly fiond to every thing that 
tils itfelf an Imperil foldier, they can fupport mr a conliderable time. 
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My journey through the hereditary dominions of the Houfe of Auftria, confirmed an 
opinion I had long fince taken up in other countries, which is, that the inhabitants of the 
mountains are by no means as good foldiers as thofe who inhabit the plains. The Ty- 
rolefe, Carinthians, Ukranians, and Styrians, have as (Iron^ bodies as the Bohemians, 
but they are by no means as good foldiers as thefe, and without a doubt are the moft 
wretched of all the Emperor’s troops. Even in Switzerland, as I have heard from fome 
of the moft intelligent officers of the country, the Zurchtrs, and that part of the inha¬ 
bitants of Berne, who live in the lower parts of the Canton, are infinitely better fol¬ 
diers tlian the Granbimdtners, and other nations who inhabit the top of the Alps. The 
true rcafon of this is no doubt to be fought for in the peculiar way of living of a moun¬ 
tainous people, which is too particular for them ever to be able|o change their way of 
life w ithout fuffering by if. 

All people likewil’e who live by paflurage, are known to be much weaker than thofe 
who live by agriculture, who are hardened by the weather and continual labour. The inha¬ 
bitants of mountains, who according to the teftimony of hiftory, are moftly herdfmen, 
defend their country, with more perfevcrance than the inhabitants of plains, becaufe the 
property they have in it makes them fonder of it, and becaufc the defence of their almoft 
inacceffiblepoflellions is naturally much eafier to them; but they are by no means as for¬ 
midable out of their own country, and they foon get the vialadie du Pais, whicli you 
know is fo common amongft the Swifs. 

'1 he conftitution and manners of the country contribute much to make the Bohemi¬ 
ans fuch foldiers as they are. The farmers live in a poverty which preferves them from 
effeminacy and luxury much more effectually than any pofitive fumptuary law could do. 
Befides this, the feudal flavery fyftem, which obtains here in the extreme, accuftoms them 
from their youth upwards to unconditional obedience, the great military virtue of our 
days. Their conftant labour and fcanty food renders them hardy, and, like the Spartans, 
tbfy find the foldier’s life far eafier than ploughing the fields of their mafters. 

It is inconceivable how a people in fuch a wretched fituation fliould poffefs fo many 
virtues as thefe do. They have given irrefragable proofs of their love of liberty, and in 
no city of the Auftrian hereditary dominions have 1 met with fo many true patriots as 
there are here. The Bohemian peafant is generally looked upon as (tupid and infenfible, 
but take them all together, they have a great deal of feeling and natural underftanding. 

1 have converfed with feveral of them, who lamented the horrors of their fituation in 
terms fufficiently expreffive, and fpoke of the cruelty of their tyrants as it deferred to be 
fpoken of. They love the Emperor with a degree of enthufiafm, and are confident that 
he will break their chains. In the Huflite war thev gave proofs of courage which would 
•cbfeure all the famed deeds of the Helvetic one, if they were but half as well deferibed 
or fung as thefe have been: without any advantages of fituation, and on eUta ground, 
they have with a handful of men defeated bands far better armed, and far better difei- 
plined than themfelves. Their onfet was irrefiftible, and they would haye inevitably fe- 
cured that freedom to themfelves, fqr which they fought fo well, if towards the end of 
the war, diffenfions, moftly foftered b^lhe fpirit of party and prieftcraft that had arifen 
amongft themfelves, had not ruined them, and if they had not been betrayed by treaties 
with their enemies. 

I could not without the greateft commiferation look upon the handfome young far¬ 
mers, who bare-footed, wim tom linen, and ftockings uncommonly tattered, and yet 
clean clothes, without neck-cloths, often without hats, were carrying corn or wood for 
their mafters to market. Their good appearance and cheerfulnefs Teemed to me but 
iihfuited to their hard fortune* Oaeof them who carried my great coat (which I had brought 
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out with me for fear of rain, but could not wear on account of the heat) in his waggon 
during a three days journey I took on foot, to the pretty village of Brandeis, w'as the 
drolled and bed young man in the world. He had nothing on but breeches and dock, 
ings, but (hewed us with a kind of vanity, a fort of linen frock which was in the waggon, 
and which had almod as many holes as threads in it. His fliirt was almod in pieces* 
and yet he affured me in his broken German, that he cared neither for wind nor wea. 
ther: this led me into feveral philofophicai refleftioiis upon the luxury of my ufclefs 
great coat. My young man was all life and fpirits, and his good-looking legs and fun- 
bumed face had almod reconciled me to the (lavery I had been fo angry with. Thought 
I to myfelf, luxury is generally coi^lained of, and temperance and hardinefs recom¬ 
mended to the farmer; but is it poflible to preferve them from effeminacy and luxury, 
if you once open the door of riches to them ? On the other hand, the mader is obliged 
to fumiih his flave with neceffaries if he does not choofe to ruin himfelf; and though 
the latter has no property, he is fure of never being expofed to beg his bread. No fire, 
no weather, no war can put him in a different fituation at the end of the year from what 
he was when he began it. In this manner I was going on; but the thoughts that their 
hardinefs and frugality is no confequence of their own good will, and that they are no 
more in their mader’s edimation than the cattle which plough the fields, broke off at once 
the contrad I was making with flavery.—In the mean time my fellow-traveller accom^ 
panied my refiedions with dancing and finging, and in the intervals talked to his two 
fine horfes, whofe wonderfully (leek (Idns were a drong contrad to his own miferable 
clothing. He feemed to have a great love for the horfes, droked and patted them; and 
yet they were not his, but belongw to a prelate whofe flave he was. For my part, brother, 
1 have no good idea of a prelate who covers his horfes backs with fine trappings, and fuf- 
fers his (laves to gO naked. But is a man to cxped confijlency in a prelate ?—My good 
young peafant gave me a proof of drength which adonimed me. Not far from the village 
where I intended to pafs the night, his fpirited horfes attempted to run away, but the 
waggon fell into a ditch, lod a wheel, and the horfes were forced to dand dill. The 
young man lightened the hinder axle-tree, where the wheel had failed, and thought the 
horfes would do the red, but the ditch was too deep; I w'ould have affided him, but he 
proteded highly againd it, and fetting himfelf with all his force to the waggon, in a mo- 
ment it was right again, without the horfes having done any thing.—He refufed the 
fmall prefent I would have made him, and as we went along, laughed at me whenever I 
talked of his miferable circumdances, and feemed to think it drange 1 (hould imagine 
that he wanted any thing; poflibly his mader makes up to him in good eating and drink- 
ing, whatj^ fuffers him to want in clothes. 

I faw amongd the peafants excellent horfes. The Emperor and all the 

German ippKty have furniflted their duds with Moldavian, Tartarian, and Tranfylva- 
nian done horfes, which have much improved the breed. For a guilder any man may 
get his mare covered in the Imperial or noble duds. 

Bohemia fumiihes a great part of the horfes for.the dragoons, and the race becomes 
every day bett^ and more numerous. ^ 


LETTER XL. 

THIS is R very large town, it is above three miles long, and above two broad, but 
the population by ho means anfwers to the fize of the place. In feveral parts you feem 
as if you were in a village. Near the bridge, which (lands at the i^per part of the 
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<ity, the number of people is very great, but the further you go on from hence the more 
defolate you find every place. The number of inhabitants is about leventy thoufand, and 
there is about five thouland houfes.~The bridge over the Moldau is feven hundred 
feet long; it is built of large free>ftone, and ornamented on both Tides with ftone flatiies' 
as liwge as life, but not more than three of thefe are worth feeing. There are very few 
good buildings in this place, and almoft every thing looks very dirty. The royal caftle 
is a very large irregular building, but it is built on a hill which commands a very fine 
profpeft over the whole city and country round. Not far from hence ftands the arch- 
bifhop’s houfe, (a pretty modern building,) and the old cathedral, in which there are feme 
pieces of archite^ure which defen'e to be feen; they are the work of a celebrated Ger¬ 
man or Bohemian artift, whofe name I have forgotten. 

Though the city is in general ill built, the lituation of it is extremely fine. There is 
a better profpefl: from the bridge than I have feen in larger cities. The mafs of houfes 
rife like an amphitheatre to a coniiderable height. To the right the hill rifes above 
them as hr as the Imperial palace, maieftically fituated on* the top. To the left it is co¬ 
vered as far as the middle with beautiful gardens aud pleafure houfes, which have a fine 
efiPed, and form a moft extenfive and moll magnificent amphitheatre* 

From thefe gardens you command a very fine profpeft over the oppofite part of the 
city. In the midft of the broad, but dry Moldau, there are two fmall iflands, called 
Great and Little Venice, in which the inhabitants make parties of pleafure. 

The people of this place enjoy fenfual pleaiures more than thofe of Vienna, becaufe 
they know better how to connea mental enjoyments with them. The fociety I have 
lived in here, has proved fo good as to detain me a full fortnight longer than I intended. 

Free»mafonry fiouriihes extremely here, and feme perfons,amongft whom Count R- 

is one, doat on it to enthuiiafm. The free-mafons in general do fo much good, parti¬ 
cularly by their eflablifhments for education, that it is impoffible the Emperor fhould be 
difpleafed with (hem. It is time to have done with illiberal prejudices againfi an inflitu- 
tion which has done no harm to mankind, and has done it a great deal of good. 

The Bohemians, who addift themfelves to the purfuit of the arts and fciences, gene¬ 
rally fpeaking, are very fuccefsful in them. They do not want genius, and have uncom¬ 
mon induilry. Their fondnefs for mufic is aftonilhing. I have heard feveral orchefiras 
here which equalled thofe of Paris in brilliancy of execution, and furpafied them in accu¬ 
racy and exadtnefs of harmony. Bohemian players on the horn and harp are to be met 
with throughout all Germany. As they always bring home great Turns of money, you 
feldom fee a mufician of this kind who has not travelled.. This paffion for mufic is ge¬ 
nerally attributed to the number of monafteries and cathedrals; but the < ^||e drals of 
Auftria and Bavaria, which are no lefs numerous, have no fuch eSe& public 

talle of thofe countries. I ihould therefore fuppofe, that the true reafonlUIB; fought 
for in the cuftoms and natural genius of the people. Moll of the ItudeiiroWthe place 
are muficians, and begin very early in life to give ferenades axtd concerts in the fquares 
and public places of the city. 

The numerous garrifon which iscdnfiantly kept here, contributes not a little to the 
livelinefs of this place; there are about nine thoufand men conftantly quartered here. 
The fix regiments of grenadiers are the fineft body of infantry I have ever feen. 'The 
officers are excellent companions, and quitefree from thofe prejudices from which other 
bodies of men are not yet totally exempt.® 

The Jews make a confiderable part of the inhabitants of this place:; there are atleaffi 
sine or ten thoufand of them; they have artifts and mechanics of their own religion, 
who live in the part of the town appropriated to them,£which is called the Jews dly. 
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It is pkafant enough to walk through this part of the town, and fee their taylors and 
flioemakers at work in the middle of the flreet. 'rheir workmen are diflinguifhed from 
the Chriftian ones by their clownilhnefs apd dirt. I am afloniihed as often as I think, 
how little of what was peculiar to themfelves in their cuftoms, thefe people have loft by 
their mixture with other nations; wiierevcr I have fcen them, excepting only in Hol¬ 
land, they are infinitely behind the Chriftians in every elegant refinement of life; and 
that they are otherwife in Holland, may be Owing to moft of thole who are fettled 
there having come chiefly from Portugal, where the pcrfecutions they are cxpofed to 
compel them to aflimilate as much to Chriftians as poflibk. At Prague they arc diftin- 
guilhed from the Chriftians by a yellow handkerchief, which they are obliged to wear 
round their arms. Their induftry is wonderful j in ahnoft every inn there is a Jew, 
who does the bufinefs of a houfe fervant; he fills my fnuff-box, garters my (lockings, ' 
does all the little matters I have occafion for; brufhes my (hoes, dufts my clothes, and 
is in every refped a valet de place^ excepting that he will take no money. He looks 
upon himfelf as extremely well paid for his trouble, by the gift of fome ol^’-clothes,. 
which he difpofes of again. Thefe fellows ferve many ftrangers on the fame terms, and 
content themfelves with what they can make by trucking and bartering among their 
own people, without afking any thing farther. If you give them fomething to drink 
befides they are very tha^ful, but I have never feen them troublefome with; their 
demands. 

What political inconfiftency!—The government of this place allows the Jews, the pro- 
fefled enemies of Chriftianity, freedom of thought, and liberty to ferve God in their own 
way, and refufes it to the Proteftants, who think as we do in all the fundamental points 
of religion; wbilft a hoftile, deceitful, treacherous people, are maintained in the full 
pofleflion of their rights and privileges} contrafts have been repeatedly (I do not fpeak 
only of what happened in former times, but under the laft government) violated with- 
the Huflites. It is a remarkable pheenomenon, dear brother, in the hiftory of the hu¬ 
man underftanding, that while philofophers all contend, that tlxe more alike men are, 
the more they love each other, in religion it fliould be quite different. Here the more 
likenefs the more hatred. A member of one of the great houfes of this place, would 
ten times rather treat with a Jew than with a Lutheran, though the Lutheran’s religion 
and his own are fo neariy alike. In Holland the reformed are much more favourable 
to the Catholics than to the Lutherans, and the States General had much rather allow 
the former freedom of religion than the latter. The Anabaptifts and Calvinifts hate 
each other much more than either of them do the Catholics, and fo, in Ihort, you will 
find it univerfally, the ivearer the religious fe£ls approach, the more they hate one 
another, , 

This citflhas neither an extenfive commerce nor any raanufaftory qf confequence. 
There has long been a projedf of rendering the Moldau navigable, but hitherto this 
court has not been difpo^ed to be at any expence for the public, and the thing cannot 
be done without a great expence. With us it would have been done long ago, as you 
know we have improvements, in companion of wJiich, this is- only child’s play. Were- 
it once done, Prague would certainly gain a good deal by it; but dill a great deal more 
would be required, before commerce could flourifh here} there are, indeed, many im¬ 
pediments to get over} amongft the principal one may be reckoned the pride of the 
nobility, who with the greateft part of the national means in their hands are afliamed of 
trade}—the had educ^fion of the children, which, within thefe ten or fifteen years,* has 
been entirely mookifh, and by that means fitted them more for ftrenuous idlenefs than 
induftrythe intoleiiRnce oi the regency. Such obftacles as thefe all Jofe'ph’s effi>rts 
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will hardly be fufficient entirely to remove. There is a foundation of Englifli, or rather, 
for fo they are called, of Irilh nuns here. Throughout all Germany you meet with 
Englifli, Scotch, and German nuns. It is generallyimagined, that moft of thefe femi- 
naries have been founded fince the reformation took place in England. But this is a 
miftake, and moft of them have probably fubfifted ever fince the time of Charlemagne, 
when Britain abounded in monks, and fumifhed Germany with them. An Englifli 
and Scotch nunnery founds as well in Germany as an Englifli and Scotch freemafon*s 
lodge. ' 

This place abounds, like Vienna, in literati, who are content to ornament their rooms 
with the bufts, medals, prints, and profiles of learned men, but neither think nor write 
themfelves; and only have their titles from their belonging to no other aflbciation of 
'men whatever; for it is here as at Vienna, whoever has neither military nor civil em¬ 
ployment, nor is profeffor, nor prieft, nor merchant, nor handycraftfman, nor manu- 
fafturer, nor fervant, nor day-labourer, nor (what in the catalogue paffes for a man) 
executioner, is a man of letters, whether he ftudies or not. In the general acceptation, 
a man of letters is only a negative quality. I am indeed acquainted with a few pfttive 
literati here, but their number, in comparifon of the negatives is very inconfiderable. 
The women of this place are handfome, and you may make love with more eafe than at 
Vienna. 

By way of poftfcript to this letter, which muft ftill wait ten days before it is finiflied, I 
will give you a fliort account of an expedition we took; We went poft as far as Konig^ 
ingrafs ; there we took horfe, and made a fix days tour round by JaromerSi Neuftadt^ 
Nached, Braunau^ &c. to the boders of Silefia, with the double purpofe of feeing the en¬ 
campments and fields of battle of the war that took place two years ago, and of vifiting 
feme rich abbots houfes, in which my companions had friends. We had an officer with 
us who commanded in both expeditions, and fucceeded very well. The marches and 
encampments did not intereft me much, becaufe little was done in the war; but I was 
extremely pleafed with our excurfions into the cloyfters. 

My principal objed: was to fee the manners and way of life of Bohemian ecclefiaftics 
upon the fpot, and 1 was richly rewarded. They are the moft determined epicureans, 
particularly the regular bodies of them, which I have yet met with any where. They 
want nothing in the convents, for the accomplifliment of all earthly gratifications, but a 
cloyfter of nuns, made up of the msudens who do bufinefs at Prague by night; fub Jove 
pluvist in triviis et quadriviis. Whatever bad effeft it might have in feme refped, the 
farmers and manufaffurers who live in the ndghbourhood of the cloyfters, and confider 
thdr wives as their property, would undoubtedly be pleafed with the arrangement. As 
things now are, the monks and half monks, to whom the villages round belong, appear 
like fo many hunters of women; nor do I believe them very different froih thofe old 
lords of manors, who ufed to claim the firft night’s pofTeffion of every woman married 
to one of their valfiils; it is at leaft certain, that in every village we went through, we 
found one or two them, who took no pains to conceal their bdonging to the fraternity 
of jolly boys; to know them thorougnly one ought to be acquainted with their fuperi- 
ors, who would, no doubt, fumilh good anecdotes for the fcandalous chronicle in 
fome convents we met with finging women. 

The lives of the regular bodies, and even of the Benedi^es, whofe abbot, or prelates 
has pot yet given op the pleafures of the world, is a perpetual caroufa), which is only 
interrupted by country walks, and certain ftated belchings in church. They look upon 
chaunting the fervice as a kind of expeAoration good for the lungs. <Oat of them, for 
whom 1 exprefled fome concern, on feeing him eat immoife quantities of eggs, butter, lie* 

on 
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on a fading day, faid in a jefting way, ** pfliaw, pfiiaw, it will all come up again at after¬ 
noon fervice.”- 

My companions being defirous to fliew me a very wonderful natural curiofity, we took 
our way by Traufenau for this purpofe. About three miles from this city the fineit 
profpeft offered itfelf to our eyes that can be conceived. 

Near a village, whofe name I have forgotten, we beheld on a Hidden a great number 
of high towers, feveral of which in many places were in regular rows, but moft of them 
lay difperfed in an extraordinary manner. We walked near a mile as if in a kind of 
labyrinth, encompaffed with thcfe towers on each fide, and there was no end of my 
aftonilhment. Moft of thefe are from fixty to fevfinty feet high, and fome from one 
hundred to one hundred and fifty. When you view them obliquely their fummits form 
a kind of waving line, like the back of a hill, which rifes and finks again. They are 
all formed of a hard quarry ftone, and would give Mr. Buffon much food for thought. 
Nature has for the moft part Ihaped them into more or lefs regular fquares; they are 
commonly taken for the fkeletons of a hill, through which the water has made its way. 
I'his opinion feems to merit attention ; but if it be a true one, and other hills have allb 
tluir Ikeletons, it will ftiake hard upon Buffon’s fyftem j for he probably confiders the 
maffes, of which thefe towers confift, as large maffes of ftone body, chalk and earth, 
which are jumbled together and have different degrees of hardnefs. 

From hence we took our way back to Freiheit, and began to afeend the Rei/enge- 
berge ; this hill, though very famous in Bohemia, is really no more than a mole hill, in 
con)parifon of the Savoyard and Swils Alps, or even of the Tyrol, Saltzburg, and Stirian 
hills. We paffed over the famous Snowbeady which is the hjgheft part of thefe moun> 
tains. Some perfons fay, that it is twenty thoufand feet high ; but I think I may ven¬ 
ture to affert, that it is not above eight thoufand, for Mount St. Gothard in Switzer¬ 
land, is by no means one of the higheft of the Alps, and its elevation above the Mediter¬ 
ranean is not above thirteen thoufand feet, and yet there is eternal ice and fnow on its 
fuinmit; whereas here we faw no veftige of ice or fnow, though the fummer is not yet 
much advanced. We were not above three hours in getting to the top on foot. The 
profped of the great mountains at our feet, and into Bohemia and Silefia, was ftriking 
and magnificent. On the top of the bill there is a plain with a chapel on it, which is 
vifited by pious people once a year. 

The perfons who live at any diftance from thefe hills, look upon it as a kind of won¬ 
der when any perfon goes to the top of them, and yet I afeended feveral in other parts 
of Germany, whofe diftance from the bottom is muen greater, and whofe elevation above 
the Mediterranean is as great again. 

Though I was difappointed in my expeftations of a great mountain, by finding only 
a hill of a moderate fize, I was extremely pleafed with my journey upon the whole. We 
faw the moft romantic landfcapes it is poffible to imagine, particularly feveral vallies be¬ 
low the Schmekoppy which were wonderfully piflurefque. Moft of the hills are covered 
with wood, and now and then a ragged peak ftarts up above jthem. The well watered 
plains are extremely well cultivated; and, upon fhe whole, the inhabitants feem to be 
in better circumftances than thofe of the level plains of Bohemia. 


LETTER XLI. 

Dear Brother, ' Drefde^ 

I HAVE at onee got into an entirely new world. As foon as you have paffed the 
confines of Bohemia, which are diftingnilhed by a painted brick poft ten feet high, with 
. the 
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arms of the coontry on it; you meet with an entirely different agriculture, a differ* 
cut people, and a different language. I now, for the firft time, heard the common 
people fpeak intelligible German, for throughout Bavaria, Suabia, and Auftria, they 
fpeak a jargon, which a man, who has learned the language of a language-mafter, has 
the utmoft difficulty to underftand. I am now, for the firft time, really in Germany; 
only a very fniall part of the country I have hitherto travelled through, to wit, the fmall 
ftr^j of laud which is betwixt the Danube and the Rhine in Suabia, made part of that 
old Germany, the inhabitants of which were fo formidable to the Romans} the remain¬ 
der is all conquered country, which at that time was called Vindelicia, Rhaetia, and 
Pannonia. In the times of Pepin and Charlemagne the limits of Germany were con¬ 
fined even on this fide; for as the Sclavonians had before driven the Burgundians, Sua- 
hians, and other German nations over the Elbe, thefe now poffeffed thetnfelves of their 
habitations, and drove the inhabitants of Germany, who lived in the diftrifts of Mentz 
and Rheims, into Gaul. The nations were like a row of balls, the’mod: eaftem of 
which was ftruck and drove the others forward in fucceffion. In modern times, that is, 
ever fince Luther, Saxony has been looked on as one of the firft provinces of Germany, 
in every fenfc of the word. In regard to literature particularly, the Saxons were to the 
reft of the Germans, what the Florentines were fome centuries ago to the other people 

of -. But 1 am going too faft, you (hall know all this in due time; I inuft 

firft tell you how I got here, and what was the face of the country through which I 
came. 

The part of Bohemia, through which our way from Prague hither lay, feems infi¬ 
nitely richer and more beautiful than that betwixt Prague and Auftria, The agricul- 
-ture, like the country itfelf, is more varied, the people live clofer together and fecra to 
f)e happier. Dills, woods, plains, and vales, form an agreeable contraft with each other; 
and the vine, which is not to be feen elfewhere on this fide Prague, here covers the 
iides of the hills. 

We faw the well wooded peak of the ErtzgibergCy the higheft fummit of which parts 
Saxony and Bohemia. Thefe hills are but of a very moderate height, and if they make 
a refpedable appearance here, it is only becaufc, from hence to tlie mouth of the Elbe 
and the eaftern fea, there is no other remarkable hill to be feen. The people who come 
up here from the low lands, and for the firft time of their lives fee a hill which deferves 
the name, make a great fhout, and think that they have feen the pedeftal of heaven; 
juft fo in Bohemia, the Riefen^eberge is inditbted tor its reputation to the fmajl notion 
which thofe who have brought it into repute have of hills; and thus it may formerly 
have been with Atlas, Olympus, Othos, Parnaffus, and the other hills fo noted in 
Jiiftory. 

Moore, who travelled this road before me,,afferts that there is a great difference in 
point of natural fertility, betwixt the borders of Saxony and the borders of Bohemia, 
10 the advantage of the former; I have found the direft contrary. It is certain, that 
the foil of Bohemia is by nature much richer than any part of Saxony, which it fupplies 
•with great part of its provifions. •I’he circle of Xeutmeriffer in particular, through 
which the common road paffes, is uncommonly produdive, nor is there any part of Sax¬ 
ony that can bear a comparifon with it; but then, cn the other hand, the improved 
ftate of agriculture is vifible, as foon as you fet your feet on Saxon ground. One need 
only lode round to be convinced that the conftitution of Saxony is infinitely more fa¬ 
vourable to induftry and agriculture^ than that of Bohemia. The Saxon farmer (hows 
more underflanding and reflexion in the management of his land than the Bohemian 
one dues, and every thing about him attefts that he is no fiave. 


Drefden 



ai£l oflbrs'o^f g<!i$s a ntagniiSceiit it Is 

*wl ft |»ji nl ott tlKflAlmr^itjr Which,! hafC y^et fcea in Gerihany. T^&iyau^ei 
thasihdre m Vietma^ atid the eye is quite 

^h,e^^ltia tfiAgoljficemltoearaBce of the btidge over the Elbe. This rlv^r; #iilt!i(''At 
IbiAeJdmance from th^^dty is cohflned 'witfa^ very natrow boands, widens by degrees 
ll^b'approach, and is here a powerful Alieain, simich befpeitfe^ the maginftc^e of 
the town and ftate. The hilis oppofite to (he La-wfnifs have a moft magnificent appear- 
ance^and the mountains on both fides the river, pawiy naked and partly plant<5d with 
' vintwards, form an uncommonly beautiful perfpeftive. 

'The manners and way of living of thefe people is as oppofite to what I have hitherto 
feen in Oemtany, as the beauty of thefo ftrcct;, and the tafte difplaycd in the buildings, 
is difrerent from Suatya, Bavaria, Aufliia, and Bohemia. Finer flnpcs, more animated 
couhtenaneds, eafiw‘and lofs conllrained motioiw, general courtefy, univerfal clcanlmel^, 
are the features which immediately oflti therafelves to obfervation, and muft ftrike every 
one who comes into this country by the fame route which I purfued. 

It was in an linforiunate moment that the foflifications about this town were ftrithliSr, 
but it is more unfortunate ftill, that inficad of pulling them entirely down, thofe whojaye 
concerned are at this iaftant employed in repairing them. Commanded as this city ia, 
from every fide, and with no rcafonable cxpeftaiions, in its prefent fituation, of 
being abk to preferve a neutrality on the breaking out of any war betwixt the King of 
Prufiia and the Aufirians, it is more than any other in danger of being plundered and 
laid wafte. Indeed one would have imagined that the devaflations of the years 1758 
and 1760, were ftill frefh enough in every man’s memory to have been a warning to 
the regency. . 

ITie fown does not feem to be peopled in proportion to the quantity of ground it 
Hands on. The number of inhabitants is generally eftimated’at fifty thoufand, which 
many think too high. The fad is, that it has loft a third of its inhabitants fince the 
breaking out^of the iaft Siiefian war, and the death of King Auguftus. >■ 

The ftrangers who knCw th& dty before this sera, cannot fay enough of the difference 
there now is, a difference not fo much arifing from the misfortunes of war, as from the 
cecOnomy of the coust, which has followed clofe on the diflipation of other times. In 
the late Eledor’s dme, this court was perhaps the moil brilliant in Europe. The court 
band of mufic, the opera, and the dancers alone, were fuppofed to coft the Eiedor an« 
nually 300,000 Saxon guilders, or upsilrds of 780,000 French livres. His table, his 
ftables, and his hunters, were all in the famo ftyle of expence. Strangers ufed to flow 
hither firom all countries, to be partakers In this magnificence, and Drefden wnsjtimren* 
dexrohs of the north for tafte and refined living. The numerous followers of the court, 
and the great number of ftrangers, occafionCd a very extenfive drcolation of money, 
and made all the arts aiive.^ In the^midft of this profofion debts were contraded, but 
they gave the EledOr little concern, as is evident from the foUowh^ anecdote. One 
ifight kt'the opera^ having a fire>work, wluch was part of the decoration of a temple, 
and nfed fevCral hundred thalers, he allied W h^ chamberltfin, and defined 4'o 
kttOw iIm reafoo bf the omiffion} the chamberlaifi told him, that the heathc^tgodeand 
godddj^ Hmdl'for this night be contented vntb a fire of twenty or tbirnir as 

there wee 00 money left ra the treafury ti} pay for any thing more 'Hite 

Eiedor mai compeUed to acquiefee for the moment, as it wes do 

otherwil^'^||tt1ie,«ave ftrtd orders, that iti ihe next reprdeiMafik:d,'’tad 
ceedhtg dbbi* 6f thak^ fliould bebnrnt ont. I d emirt HImotnked 

on this tM i$ feidbm poiSd&d of a firfn and found goveenmiaft. 
vfit.. Vj ' o The 
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The minifters were dazzled, like the Eleftor, with outfideihewandfpleadourf ther 
wanted to give therafelves airs of confequence, and embarited in.enterprizes to whicn 
the itnpoverillied Aate of the county was not equal; the refult was, that they got 
a confufion which prevented them from knowing either their own ftrength, or that of 
the other powers they had to contend with. Univerfal diflipatxon produced falfehopd, 
treachery, and every other vice; the moft important pofts were fold or given to flattery 
and intrigue; one was made a privy»counfellor, becaufe he danced well, and another a 
general, becaufe he could blow the flute. I need not add, that women are ultimately 
the grand movers of the politics of fuch a court. 

It is generally,agreed on, that the Eleftor himfelfJoved fliew and expence more than 
he did women; but the fcandalous chronicle of his court goes beyond all that has ever 
been heard of the kind, and his love of fhew encouraged, at leaft, if it did not produce,, 
the diflblutenefs of his fubjeds. Ainidft the intoxication of profperity, the minifter 
adopted a plan of operations it was impoflible he fliould fee the end of, and which left" 
him at the diferetion of the more powerful monarch, with whom he entered into a 
league againft a dangerous neighbour. This was probably one of the moft impolitic 
treaties which hiftory has to recount. The Saxons entered into an alliance with Ruflia, 
which was fo formidable to Poland} they attached themfelves to Auftria, which without 
them was ftronger than the King of Pruflia; and they endeavoured to weaken the 
power of this laft named monarch, who was able to maintain the balance of power in 
Germany. In all thefe three things they broke through the firft maxim of a nation, 
which is in the midft of others, never to take the part of the ftrongeft, but always that 
of the weakeft. A minifter whofe preparatives were fo weak, could not be expeded 
to do much when he came, to adion. The King of Pruflia fell upon the country as 
Charles XII. had fallen upon Poland, under Auguftus the Second. The army, which 
was feventeen thoufand men ftrong, and which was expeded to do fuch mighty things, 
furrendered without ftriking a ftroke, and no wonder, for fome of the colonels were 
eunuchs. 

This total rout by degrees waked the genius of Saxony from his flumbers ; all the 
gentry of the country, excepting only the creatures of the minifter, were in a flame; 
and now there was a chorus of creditors and complainants of all^ orders, who made a 
horrid diffonance with the Bacchanalian revels of former days. 

All the world gave the country over for loft, nor could it have been faved but for 
the free courfe given to the extraordinary fpir%of frugality and induftry, which marks 
the people ; and for a minifter, who was as adive'and patriotic as the other had been 
difloliite and cowardly. In one of my future lett'ers 1 will give you an exad account of 
the prefent ftare of the, country. 

One of the wonders which makes the moft noife here, is the celebrated vault., 
or jprivate trsafury in the electoral palace. You would naturally imagine they would 
be my of Ihewing it to ftrangers, till what was carried to Holland and Ibid there during 
the lift Silefian war was replaced} no fuch thing, they made no diiliculties whatever, 
but the man who (hewed it me, and two^Ruflian noblemen in my company, aflured me, 
that things were exaftly in Jlatu quo. The colledion, after all, is ftill admirable} J am 
however of opinion, that the treafures of Vienna and Munich are bu^ littje inferior; 
and I am much deceived, if thofe of fome'cathedrals I have feen are not fully equal. 
The pjaure gallery, the colleftion of antiques, the prints, and the cqlleftion pf nature 
hiftory, are much greater obje£fs of curiofity, in my eyes, than the Tl)e 

pidure gallery is the moft remarkable in Europe; befides the pidures m water*colours, 
it contains twelve hundred pieces of the beft mafters, Amongft them, is. the famous 

12 birth 
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birth of Cht^ft, commonly cRlled The fiativHy^ by Corregio, which palTes for the bed 
work of that mafter; it coft above hdf a million of livres. Some perfons, however, 
prefer The Si. George, likewife by Corregio; this ought properly to be called The Vir¬ 
gin, for fhe is the principal figure in the piece, and the St. George, with other faints, is 
Handing about her. The gallery contains feveral pieces by Carrachi, amongft which is 
bis bed work; it is a St, Roch giving alms j this pidure is known in Italy by the name 
of Opera delP Elmofma. 


LETTER XLII. 

Drcfden. 

THE longer I day here, my deareft brother, the more I think myfelf at home j the 
manners, way of living, amufements, converfation, and in fhort, all that belongs to the 
inhabitants of this place^ make me think myfelf at Paris. I only wiih that our ladies, 
both married and unmarried, were as frefh and handfome as the ladies of this place 
are. I recollefl that an Auftrian lady made the following anfwer to a gentleman who 
was extolling the Saxon women in her company. «* Give us only,** faid (he, ** as 
handfome and (Irong-built men, as the Saxons are, and we will take care of the reft.** 

Eating and drinking do not go forwards here quite fo brilkly as in the fouthern parts 
of Germany; in this refpeft, indeed, the diffei'bnce betwixt the Saxons and Germans I 
have hitherto lived with is total. The broth here is fo thin, the cookery fometimes fo 
cold, and always fo flendcr, that I do not believe an inhabitant of Vienna could make 
fhift to live a month with a family in the middling ranks of life here. Indeed I have 
had occafion to obferve, even in the very beft houtbs, an attention to the cellar and kit¬ 
chen, which in Auftria and Bavaria would pafs for poverty. 

This rigid oeconomy extends to every article of houfekeeping. The only appearance 
of expence is in the article of drefs; this, indeed, is carried farther here than it is in the 
fouth of Germany. Every perfon in the middling rank of life, I might add in the lower 
ones too, men as well as women, drefs according to the fafhion; whereas at Vienna, 
Munich, and other places I have vifited, there is a kind of national drefs, which perfons 
even of a better kind conform to. 

I lodge at a watchmakers, whofe two daughters have their regular toilettes, and have 
their hair drefled every day *, on the other hand, they content themfelves with a flice of 
bread and butter, or bread and cheefe foi»fupper, which I often partake of with them. 
There are hardly three noblemen*s houfes here which have ftables with twenty horfes in 
them} and portere, valets de chamhre, &c. which make lb great an obje£l at Vienna, are 
very i:arce. It is true, they call a footman here valet de chamhre, as they do at I^ris, 
but the wages of a Vienna valet de chamhre are twice as high as thofe of a Drelden one, 
though living at Yienm. is as cheap again. Here the women are not afliamed t» go 
into their kitchens, tell out their candles and bits of candles, and calculate how long 
they will bum In a word, excepting only the ^rticle of drefs, every thing is in a ftyle 
of the ftrifteft oeconomy. 

There are very few rich people here; hardly any of the nobility have more than 
30,000 florins a year, and moft of the beft houfes have only from 15 to 20,000. As to 
the common people, they are always crying out on the want of money, the dearnefs of 
provifions, and the little that is to be got here by induftry; and, if they compare things 
as they are now, with «?hat they were under the late Eleftor, they liave certainly fome 
reafon for their Complaints, but I know no city in Germany, where^|liere is fuch a 
general appearance of eafe and plenty as there is here} extreme poverty is as rare as 

u 2 overgrown 
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overgrown fortunes. The money in circulation is for thempft part thrown into motion 
by the induftry of the people, a thing which, mif^ than any tbmg elfe, diftingmlhesthis, 
place from Vienna and Munich, which fubfiA only by the expences of the court, and the 
vices of the nobility. ^ ^ 

This hngle town contuns more manufadurers and ufeful artids than all Bavaria. 
They make a large quantity of fergesj woollen, and filk cloths, &c. with which they 
carry on a great trade all through Germany. As the money is got by fuch hard labour 
it is not matter of wonder that they (hould be fparing of it. 

The circumftances which the country was in during the reign of the late EIeQ:or, are 
by no means the mod favourable to political profperity. They remind one, of a body 
which takes too much food and too little exercife, for the fluids to be equally didributed 
through the feveral canals. Some of the inhabitants of the place with whom I have 
talked on the fubjeft, have been forced to allow, that even during the time in which 
the court was in its greated fplendour, there was much more poverty amongd the lower 
claffes than there is at prefent. The prodigality of the highei^rders had tainted their 
inferiors, and the eafe with which it was to be got Icflened the value of money in the 
eyes of the poflelTors. The greated part of it went to foreigners, without fird circu¬ 
lating,* as it fiiould have done, an’.ongd the natives. Flatterers, pimps, whores, pro- 
jeftors, dancers, fingers, and the like, divided the booty of the court auongd them, and 
carried the greated part of it out of the<ountry} only thofe who were near the court 
partook ip any confiderable degree of the fpoils ; the remainder was lod in fo many nar¬ 
row channels, that the greated part of the people never got a (hare of it. ^Indeed Munich 
is a vifible indance in our own day how little even the mod unlimited paflTion of a court 
for pleafure and expence can contribute to the well-being and true happinefs of the in¬ 
habitants of a great city. 1 am ready, however, to allow that there is lefs mirth here 
than there was formerly ; at lead it is certain that the natural good humour and jo¬ 
vially, which nature has given to thefc people, is^den clouded over with a certain me¬ 
lancholy ; this may be occafioned, as at Paris, by'thc recolledion of their great debts, 
but I rather think it is owing to their uncommon and extraordinary oeconomy, and the 
redraint this throws on the freedom of their minds. It is, ho.wcver, certainly in confe- 
quence of this provident cad, that there is more true pleafure tp be met with here than 
in any town of Germany I have hitherto vifited. The people of Vienna and Munich 
know no other delight than to fill their paunches, divert thcmfelves with the nonfenfe of 
a harlequin, and play at nine pine. All the gardens of the inns of Vienna are laid out 
in bowling-greens ; I reckoned twenty of them in one garden. Here they know how 
to mix intelleflual pleafures with fenfual ones. They, like us, are in the habit of making 
fmall country parties, and have a lade for the various beauties of nature ; even araongft 
the middling ranks there is a tade for the fine arts, and reading is almoll univft*fal; 
nor ^ the latter, as in the fouthern parts of Germany, confined within the narrow 
bounds of plays and romances, but it extends to good books .of hidory, morality, and 
other important fubjefts. The fociety of nobles have a reader with a title and appoint¬ 
ments. I think Mr. Pilati’s obfervaticto of the difference there is betwixt the Protedaht 
and Catholic parts of Germany in this refped a very jud one : he fays, that the young 
men of twenty in the former know more than many old literati by profeflion do in the 
latter. I he difference ftruck me fo much that I fi It as if I had jud come out of Spain 
into.France. All that they are endeavouring with fo much clatter to introduce into the 
fchools of Vienna, feems to have been done here fome generations ago. A few days 
fmee, 1 vifited a fchool in a-village at a little diftance from the town^ ahd found more 
order and real indru^lion in it than in the bed fchools at Vienna. The mod ordinary 
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people herfe difplay in every thin^ a nice acquaintance wkh whatever regards good man- 
ners, and the Conduft of focial life. In the iauthem parts of the country, excepting 
only a fmall ftrip of Suabia, a common citizen is a Granger in^his own circle, and thinka 
of nothing In the couffe of the week but how to guttle on the Sunday. 

The contraft betwixt the droinen of the two countries is equally ftriking. Thpfe of 
the fouthern parts of Germany have nothing but their beauty, but thefe have beauty 
and animation too. They appear, however, foon to fade, and I faw few women paft 
thirty, in whom the marks of old age were not apparent. Poffibly this may be owing- 
in fome degree to their extreme vivacity; but I Ihould rather think it owing to the flen- 
der nourifhment, joined to their great labour and the weight of their domeftic cares. 
The Bavarian women perhaps excel thofe of Drefden in complexion, but the latter are 
much better made, and their countenances are much more interefting. , 

The theatres here are in the fame Itate as all other public amufements which require 
expence. The inhabitants .ve too oeconoraical to pay for an entertainment, which the 
court formerly gave them for nothing, and the lofs of which is eafily made up for by the 
charms of their private focieties. A few years ago, there was one of the belt company 
of comedians in all Germany here; the manager, Mr. Seiler, had no fettled abode, but 
ufed to vifit the fair of Leipfick, and the other neighbouring cities, where he got toge¬ 
ther all the aftors ne could pick up from different parts of the world, fo that his com¬ 
pany was at one time feventy-feven perfons ftrong. He gave uncommon falaries for 
tile mailer of a ftrolling company to give. Madam Helmett, one of the bell fingers in 
Germany, and flow firfi finger to the court of Mentz, had 2000 thalers, near jjpol. a 
year from him; at that time, however, he could eafily afford to do thefe things, as no 
people in Germany were more attached to theatrical amufements than the people of 
Leipfick and thofe of Drefden. But thefe times are gone by, and.their being fo con¬ 
vinces me that the people of tfiis place have founder heads than thofe of Vienna, Mu¬ 
nich, and other places. Mr. Seiiei||as latterly met with fo little encouragement here, 
that after having coutra< 3 :ed debt upon debt, and tried his fortune on the Rhine, in the 
end he is become a bankrupt. At prefent the court has a national theatre on the fame 
plan with that of Vienna j that is, it pays the expences and takes the receipts; thefe 
lad, however, are not very confiderable, owing to the frugality of the people, fo that it 
is probable this theatre will ceafe as the court theatre did at the beginning of the Bava¬ 
rian war. Private theatres, efpecially thofe where children are the adors, flourifh much 
more here than the national one does. 

One of the moft honourable and beautiful charafterjflics which diflinguifhes the Sax¬ 
ons from the inhabitants of the fouth of Germany, is their warm attachment for their 
native country, and the intereft they take in every thing that relates to it; even far down 
in the middling ranks, every body here feeras acquainted with the circumltances of both 
court and country: it -was here that I heard, for the firfl time, the words my country pro¬ 
nounce with energy, and a kind of intelligent and honourable pride. The ladies of tfie 
place life their gallantry as ours do, as a fpur to make the men do their duty ; they bear 
a fhare in converfation on war, treaties, and every bilfinefs of date; they love their of¬ 
ficers and foldiers, and fpeak with pleafure of the atlibns in which tliey have didinguilh- 
ed themfelves. The younger officers recommend ihemlelves to them by airumiug a 
milita^ air, which in my opinion is unbecoming. Whenever they happen to mention 
the ihimdei*s who betrayed their country, it is always with contempt and abhorrenpe. — 
Though the Kin^ of Pruffia has not done much to gain their nffec^ons, they fpeak with 
woxuler of his great atlions, and think with all mankind, that it would have been better 
fiar all parties it they had attached themfelves to him, indead of uniting with the Audri-' 
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ans, towards whom, the perfon of the Emperor alone excepted, every body (hews great 
animofity, notwjthftanding all that the country has fuifer^ from the King of Prudia. 
In a word, brother, it is if t was at home, where a participation in the common in* 
terefts of the country animates every fociety, and is the life and.foul of all eftinpany. 

The Saxon troops have a very martial appearance; they are not, however, fo well difei- 
j)lined as the Auflrian or Pruflian ones, n6r yet fo ftiff; they are like the Englilh, who are 
4)nly foldiers when they are in adion, and do not trouble themfelves much about the bufi- 
nefs at other times. They are as brave as any thing you can call brave, but at this time 
of day bravery alone is not fufficient. They tell you a (lory of them which would appear 
ridiculous, perhaps, in the eyes of a PrulTian or Auftrian commander, but which mud 
recommend them to a friend of human nature, and a citizen of the world. The officers 
of a Saxon regiment of dragoons, which made part of the army that fought againft 
Prince Henry of Pruffia in Bohemia, took an ozxh.f fub dio, that they would put to death 
any of their number who (hould run away in aftion. 

Of late there is a projed fet on foot to put the army, which confifts of twenty-five 
ihoufand men, upon the fame footing as the Prudian one, but hitherto the reform has 
rjot gone very deep ; and, for my own part I believe it to be as mad a feheme as it would 
be to attempt making an Englilk army adopt Pruflian tactics. 


LETTER XLIII. 

Brefden, 

IT is owing to the conftitution of the country, that the Saxons are pofTefled of a quite 
<Hfferent fpirit from that of the Bavarians or Auftrians. The power of the Eledor is 
more limited than that of any other fovereign in Germany. The Saxon ftates have had 
fpirit enough to maintain themfelves in the polfeilpin of their rights, which moft of the 
Hates belonging to the other countries have lo(l more through their own negligence and 
cowardice than by the defpotifm of the princes. 

The court cannot make the fmalleft law without the confent of the ftates; thefe arc 
made up of three orders, the abbots of Merjeburv, Metfen, and Naunburgt as reprefen- 
tatives of the clergy; the count Schwartzburg^ Splrnsf Stollburgt and Schomburg^ as the 
reprefentatives ot the higher nobility, and the univerfities of Leipfick, and Wirtemberg, 
compofe the firft; the fecond confifls of the gentry belonging to the (even circles of the 
empire j the number of thefe is uncertain, A member of this body, befides eight quar. 
ters of nobility on the fide of both father and mother, muft poflefs a freehold eftate ; 
but if, which is often the cafe, he has even three or four of them, he has only a fingle 
vote i fo that the exercife of the office is more attached to the perfon than the property. 
The reprefentatives of the towns, in number one hundred and two, from the third or¬ 
der. The general alfernblies meet only every fix years, but there is a deputation^ which 
commonly alTembles every two years, tq confider of all the extraordinary cafes that come 
before it, '1 hefe ftates do not only dired the levy of taxes, and attena to the payment 
•of debts, but they watch over fidei commijfa^ the maintenance of the eftablilhed religion, 
the non-alienation of the eledVoral lands, and various other matters. The conftitution of 
the Laivfnifs is the fame in every refpeft. 

The payment of the debts is what gives them the moft employment ( the whole of 
thefe amount to 36,000,000 of thalers, of Saxon money, or fomething more than 
^,600,000 pounds. They pay every year about . 1,300,000 guilders, or 154,100 
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If you adil to this, three and a half per cent, of intereft, it will be a long time before 
the debt is paid. « 

But notwithftanding this, the ftatd treafury is in very good credit, as it is fecure front 
all manauvres of the court, and diltinguilhed by the moil exafl: rectitude: when the 
country was almoO: exhaufted by the diftrefles of the lafl: war, and its credit much im¬ 
paired, the bills fell confiderably ; this gave rife to the fpeculations of fome foreign and 
doraeftie merchants, who bought up the bills at a low price. 'J hree years, however, 
were not elapfed before it became vilible that the country had fufficient refources, and 
the paper role to its original value. Mofl; of the fpcculators gained from 50 to 60 per 
cent. The wonderful alteration ftruck the merchants of Hamburg, Liibeck, Bremen, 
and Holland, and the ftates proceeded to pay the remainder of the debts, which by this' 
manoeuvre have been already in a great degree difeh^rged by their lubjeds. 

The revenue of the country amounts to about 6,200,000 thalers, or about 620,000 
pounds. The taxes are all appropriated by the ftates to fpecific purpofes; nor can the 
Eledor make any alteration in the deftination of them without their confent. He has- 
his own privy purfe, to the fupply- of which particular revenues are alfo appropriated. 
The ftates have agreed, that the army fhall be increafed in the fame proportion as the 
debts leflen. Each prince of the blood has a revenue of 50,000 thalers, or about 5000I. 
which, as the prefent family is exceeding numerous, is a conftderable article. The Im¬ 
perial court confidered it as a great aft of condefeenfton, to fuller a Saxon prince of this 
court to marry the Archduchefs Chriftina; but the Saxons tell you, that^ great as the 
honour was, it would have been ftill greater if the magnificence of the Imperial court 
had enabled the Duke of Saxe Tefchen to do without this allowance. 

There are few countries in Germany, which, in proportion to the fize of it, produce 
as good a revenue as Saxony. It is true that the taxes are very high, but there are few 
other countries who have ftrength enough to bear fuch ; and as the exchequer is in the 
hands of true patriots, and efteftually fecured againft any attempts of the court, what is 
paid is fore to be employed to the b^ advantage of the country. 

There is nothing more ftriking in the political world, than the difference betwixt Ba¬ 
varia and Saxony, Both countries are of an equal fize, and enjoy an equal number of 
natural advantages. Both have alfo a conftitution, only the Bavarians have of late years 
fold, and even paid away their privileges j both arc parts of a circle, and yet the firlt 
contains eighteen large, and two hundred and fix fmall towns ; whereas the latter has 
only forty in all, amongft which there is not one, Munich only excepted, that is to be 
compared, I do not fay in riches, but in population, with the fmalleft of the eighteen 
Saxon towns; and there are at leaft fifty out of the two hundred and fix fmall Saxon 
towns, which are richer than the richeft of the Bavarian ones. Saxony has one million- 
nine hundred thoufand ; Bavaria, one million one hundred and eighty thoufand inhabi¬ 
tants. The firft raifes above eleven million of guilders; the latter not more than fix 
millions. Saxony has a mbeh greater debt,^ but the debt is in the way to be paid, and 
the country was able to raife twenty thoufand men io join%ie Prulfian army in refeuing 
Bavaria fropi the Houfe of Auftria ; wbilft Bavaria could only raife’fix thoufand men, 
in order to have the appearance of entering a proteftation againft the Auftrian preten- 
lions, and its debts remain unpaid. 

It is not uncommon in Germany to aferibe thefe political difierences to the difierence 
of religion; hut why then does not the fame religion produce the fame effefts in France, 
Tufeany, Genoa, V^ce, the Imperial Netherlands, and Auftria, all which are flourilh- 
ing countries, notwithftanding that the inhabitants are not Proteftants ? Shall we fay, 
that the catholicifm of Bavaria is of a better kind for the purpofes of theology, and 
of a worfe for thofe of politics; or that the fault lies chiefly in the government, which has 
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thl; Tame influence on religion as the air has on the barometer ? Religibiig ehthufi^fm is 
hot of itfelf hurtful to induft«y and focial virtues, as is evident by the exatniule’of the 
I’nglilh independants.and Quakers, who are active and alert enough, hoiwithftahding 
their religious "creed. No religion neceflarily requires a" corruption of manners, wah- 
tonnefs, or lazinefs. When, therefore, a religion proves hurtful to the Hate, it arifeS 
from the mode of education, the tnanneit:, the government, and other local circum- 
ilances. Under a weak adminiftration religion breaks out into abufe, from the interefted 
views of its minifters, and the folly and flupidity of the people ; but every other human 
inflitution does the fame; fo that I believe every religion, like every government, to be 
good, wljen it is well adminiftered. A wife and efficient regency is omnipotent; and 
the example of Peter the Great has (hewn clearly enough, that a wife man may make 
every religion contribute to render a ftate flourilhing. With refpedt to opinions, the 
religion of the multitude is nearly alike in all places. It almoft univerfally coTififls in a 
blind fubmiffion to the authority of the priefl. I have feen enough to convince lue of 
this, in fome Proteftant countries, which pafs for the moft enlightened in religious mat¬ 
ters. The great difference betwixt mankind, that by which fome are made good and 
others bad citizens, depends upon the morals, which are a confcquencte of the education, 
and with which religious £>j6/wo«.f have little to do. I fhall make you underfland my 
fentiments on this fubje£l better in my next letter, in which I mean to fay fomctliing of 
the reformation, but, in the mean time, 1 cannot help communicating fome remarks I 
have made upon the fubjeO. in my journey through Germany, as they ferve toillultrate 
my pofiiion. 

In almoft all the Catholic ftates I have travelled through, 1 have met with Italians who 
were moft of them in affluence. All thefe came beggars into Germany, and have made 
their fortunes in aforeign country, without any domeftic afliftance whatfoever. It is not 
more than thirty or forty years ago, that almoft all the rich merchants in the middling 
and leSer ftates of Germany were Italians. I think this fuffleient to prove, that the in- 
duftry and frugality by w*hich thefe people have made their fortunes, are no attributes of 
a particular mode of religion, but arife frpm circumftances in the local charafter, which 
moftly takes its colour from education. The frugal, deep-thinking and induftrious 
Waljhes have capital fuffleient in their charader, eafily to gain an advantage in the ma¬ 
nagement of worldly matters, over the lazy, diffipated, and ftupid German Roman 
Catholics, though the religion of both be the fame. T have fpolcen with forne of thefe 
Italian parvenus, who complained bitterly, that it was much more difficult to make a for¬ 
tune in Germany now than it had formerly been. No doubt but that this is owing to a 
much better mode of education having been introduced by the government amongft the 
people with whom they have to do. Is there any man who is not aftonifhed at the different 
degrees of induftry which prevail among the Italians themfelves ? and y^ they have all 
the fame religion. There is, perhaps, lefs fuperftition at Rqme, than in any part of the 
Roman Catholic world; but are the Romans therefore raorfe induftrious than the Ge- 
noefe, who are the groffeft bigots krvDwn ? Mind,' I am not fpeaking of the difciplihe of 
the church, nor of flie riches of the cloyfters, nor yet of Annates^ Pallium^ difpenfattons, 
and other popifh tributes, nor even of the ufurpation of the fpiritual power and the like, 
all of which may be very hurtful to a ftate, but do not belong to the effence of rieligion. 
'J'he difpute is only on the influence which fpeculative opinions have on the induftry of 
mien. In my opinion they have none. It is an obfervation every day made, that a man 
may be the moft fuperftkious of mortals in fome things, and yet tl^e fharpeft anid moft 
clear-lighted of all mankind in others; nor are the Saxons, according to ttiy way, of 
thinking,indebted to their more philofophical religion, for the gbeater degree ofhappi- 
;j^fe they enjoy as citizens. ' . 


3 



RtBSfiSCK's TRAVELS THROUGH OBRSiAlli. 15^ 

T^e religioa of thetouct of th» place is lUH well calculated to leflen the prejdd^ 
of the Saxon pubHc againft CathoUcifm. It b fonUed upon the Jelbit plen, ditd Ilib^ 
alreacfy lold ya%> that the German Jefuits are of ail monks the greateft. I thb tdld att 
anoddote, wi^ is certainly true, and does the court eccleiiaflics no great honour. > II 
the beginning of the prefent reign, the Jefuits were afraid that the fovereign might chai^ 
the nadonal religion; for, belides that he was at that time very young, he loved his 
people, and had overtures made him on the fubjefl. The Eleftrefs too, a ver^ pene¬ 
trating, and in every refpe£l, amiable woman, was much diiTatisBed with the Jefuits. To 
prevent innovations, a fpeftre appeared tp the Duke, and after having threatened him 
with all the torments of hell-fire, if he ventured to make the purpofed change, forbad 
Iiitn to fay any thing of what had happened, and promifed to return again at a certain 
period. The Duke was very penfive for fome time, at length his wife, who loved him 
as hedeferved, wrung the fecret from him, and told it to the prince of —— who waited 
for the fpirit on the appointed night, and put him to death with his Spanifh toledo. The 
following day he came into company and faid, I have faved m;^elf the payra^t of 
500 thalers, by accidentally killing my confeflbr.*’ ■ 

Notwithftanding bis little dnge of German jefuitifin, the Elector b a moil amiabfe 
prince; he knows none of the vices, which princes who are obliged to truit thei grtoteft 
part of their bufinefs to their minifiers, generally addid: themfelvea to. He has alfo 
underfianding and activity fufiicient to form a right judgment of important affairs, whith^ 
he often carries through entirely, either by his perfonal exertkmS', oT the orders he gives 
for the purpofe. All his minifiers likewife are men Who deferve Ids confidence, 
are well mfbrmed and induflirious patriots, who, both* with regard to foreign afiairs and 
internal adminiftration, follow a uniform fyilem, a thing amonefi many others, by which 
they difiinguiih themfeives from the Bavarian miniffers. Their tiering into the Ba¬ 
varian war, as they did fome years ago, was a certain proof of their not being wanting 
in fpirit, though their hands were fomewhat cramped by the internal circumftances of 
the country. When once the money, which now goes towards difeharging the tnterefi: 
aiid principal of the debts, can be applied to the augmentation of the army, and the 
court is enabled to make ufe of its whole firength, no doubt the minifter will take other 
ground than that he now (lands upon, llie country will then be in a (late to keep up 
an army of forty or fifty thoufwd men, without any uncqunmon exertion, and of courfe 
will be always able to maimaiii a neutrality* As things are now circumllanced, it muff 
neceffarily take a fide, and attach itfeif either to Prufiia or Aufiria. As long as the 
peace lads, it gives equal hopes to both fides; but in cafe of a breach, it Will, in my 
opinion, incline, rather to the Pruflian than the Audrian party, not merely on account 
of the attempts which the Auilrians are daily making to endave the empire, and the 
weight which their enormous power gives to thofe attempts, but becaufe the Saxons, on 
thar part, havi many private reafons for being didatisfied with the condnd; of the 
Imperial court towards them. 

The difference there is betwixt the religion of tb^ Prints^ and that of the people, has 
no on the national bufinefs. It is not therefore probable that this court will ever 
facrifice its religion to its temporal iotereds, as Auguftus did when he afeended the 
throne of Poland, if they diould come into competition. • ■ 

In Germany rehgkm is naturally vm^'ous. The Iloufe of Wirtemberg has eva7 fefl 
of Gbridendom in it. The family of Prince Frederic Eugene is Lutheran; the Gredt 
Dutchds has embraced the Greek religion, and the bride of the Hereditary of 
Tuff^y will, no doid>t, turn Qttbolic- As there are likewife ^inceffes off Brandei^rg 
in thH.noufr, it has al'a a mixture ^ Caivinidn in it. Certainly this is thel fisr^ way 
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tGnitoread toleration throughout £uno^, and thelrjbnds of niankiod ai« muck kidebted 
to the pnMeaof Germany ior.it. With rerpeA to the Saxons^ if the reigning monarch 
were npmceof kfs fenfe than he is, they are perie^Uy Me the fetfor^ e^ 
out perfiscudons. The Hates have fo limited his power in this refpe^, as to ob%ei^ 
to l»ve only two Catholic privy counfcliors. This is the realbn why, notwitihftaading 
the animofity of the Saxons agawft the Csnholics, which is much greater titan moft 
people imagine, they have a great aHe&ton for thdr jn'mce. 


LEITER ‘SiLIV. 

Saxony is a princely country, brother. I have taken a confiderable tour, and have 
come hither through the Ertxgeberg, over Freyberg, Marienberg, Annabetg, and then 
over Swickau, and Ahenburg. One would imagine that the number of hills which 
border Bohemia mull be entirely undermined. There are pits upon pits dog in thein, 
and all the valleys refound with hammers. A more indufbious people than the Saxons 
I have not yet feen. The whole chain of mountains is filled with men, who force their 
nouriflunent from the naked woods. They not only work Hones and minerals in every 
poffible way yoacan conceive, but every town has belides fome manuiadtire of luien, 
Jacc, ribbaMs, cotton, handkerchiefs, flannel, or fomething elfe, which takes up an in* 
nnmerable quantity of hands. When fafhion, or the capnee of thdr neighbours, ruin 
woe manufai^ry, they have always t&i others to fet up to make up for the lofs. 

Freyberg contains upwards of twenty .five thoufmd, and Swkkaa upwards of fifteen 
thoufimd inhab^nis. The other dties 1 law are like the market towns, uncommonly 
populous and animated. The fame induHry and eaiy circumHances are met with on 
the other fide of the Elbe, throughout the Laufits, whither I made an excurfion from 
Drefdea. Bauflen, Gorlifs, and Zittaw, are Hately cities, full of trade and bufinefe. 
What a cemtraH with the fouthem parts of Germany! an immoife tra€l:, throughout 
the whole of which I did not fee a fingle place,' excepting the refidence of the court,, 
and fome Imperial cities, which could ^r a comparifon with any of thefe Saxon towns. 
You would imagine that the Ertzgeberg and foreH of Thuringia, had been fet by Pro. 
vidence as the limits betwixt light and darknefs, induHry lazinefs, freedom and 
ilavery, riches and poverty, l^ofllbly you cannot find in the whole world fo Hrong a> 
contra H betwixt two people, who are fo near each other, as there is between the Saxons 
and Bohemians; and yet nature has done in&utely more for tiie kH tbaaihe has for 
the firH. 

The mines are an inexhauHible fource of riches to this country; they almoH all be. 
long to companies of private men. The works are divided into certain portions^ part of 
which the company works free of coHs for the court, which receives wHIt is got from* 
.them. The revenue of the court, from all the mines of the country, is eHtmatedi itt 
400,000 guilders, which is hardly fifth part of what they produce. A Hill much, 
more confiderable fum is gained by manufa&uring the produce, as very little ctf it is 
exported raw. The Saxons prepare Heel and copper, and have a great number of gold. 
and filver manufa&ories. The Saxon arms are known all over the world. 

The Saxons have diHinguifbed tbemfelves by thrir fkill inmining all over Europe. 
It is fpoken of even by Spanifh and Neapolitan writen. Their Hrong bodtes^lhor m. 
defatigable induHry, and their good underHanding, particaiariy qualify tbera foeaMs 
lund m employment, which is undoubtedly the moH compb'cated dnd-iltiJorious^of «U 
human occupations, and which requires the greateH^variety of knowledge s briiig tio 
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peifedj<M; lA my opinion^ b (me of tlw fbongeft ipharaderiftrcs whi(^i diiUn* 
^'Gennaiis, partteularly the Su;<ms, from oUr cooa^men. l 1 ie FiendiOiaii, 
tbOtt|^ inOch quidBer^ b eafily conquered by dtificuides, b<Si^ted when heat 

d^ imt get ib& better of the oppontion, b Ibnd of chamghig the object of lib pnafuit, 
b defiroiu of getti^ a great deal at once, in a word, b only adapted to enterpnzes, 
wincfar. require a quick comprehenfire genius and readfnds; tie b confequently much 
leb ^ for this work, than the coid, penfive, inquifitive, penetrating, prefervingt and In* 
defrdgable German, who can employ himfelf in the inoft unthankful offices without 
being weary. No doubt, there are njany valuable mines in the French dominions. 
Every body knows the projefls of Colbert and hb fucceffors. 'I'hey have been taken 
up again in our own time by M. Turgot; but the genius of the nation has hitherto couht 
teraaed every effort of the kind that has been made. 

The inhabitants of the fmallefl: villages in the Saxon mountains, though often ihut 
out from the world by hiiis on each fide, are more poliffied, better bred, and more 
alive, than thofe of the larged towns in the fouth of Germany. 

Reading b almoft univerfal in this country; fdcbHHty and hofpitality accompany and 
encourage the hardefi labour; even the focieties of the inferior ranks are diftinguiflicd 
by the liberality, knowledge of the world, wit, and Jollity to be met with in them. The 
womoi are throughout remarkable for the beauty of their fhapes, the animation of thdr 
looks, and their infinite fpirit, eafe, and vivadty, and yet they are quite good nature*), 
and admirable houfewives. The men have of late, indeed, begun to'compbin a little, 
that for fome time paft, thdr beautiful partners have been too much addi&ed to vanity; 
but their clamours would foon ceafe, if the women were to unite and make a law, that 
every eighth or temh man ihould take an Auftrian or Bavarian wife for the edificati(m 
of the whole community. For my own part, the ardcle of drefs alone excepted, 1 have 
not been able to difeover afingle excrefcence which wants pruning; whereas the Bava¬ 
rian and Auftrian women, befides being full as fond of dreb, br^ but a little both at 
bed and board, and do not concern themfelves at all with domeftic matters. 

The uncommonly latge population of this country expofes the inhabitants to no fruall 
diftrefs in times of fcardiy. The land does not produce a tenth part of the grain ne* 
ceffary for the confumption of the people, who are obliged to fupply their wants from 
Bohemia. The univedal fcarcity which prevmled in Europe nine or ten years ago, was 
no where more feverely fdt than here, many thoufands died, a part through abfolute 
want, and a part from being obliged to eat bad provifions. Great numbers were in¬ 
debted for their lives to the ^e-mafon’s lodges at Drefden, Leipfick, Fridbutg, and 
other places, the members of which did an incredible deal for the relief of the neceffities 
of their brethren. If anyxountry ftands in need of granaries, it is this. As foon as the 
fmalieft fcardty is peredved, the exportation from the neighbouring countries is Hopped 
up, and the *Saxon plains are too much peopled eafily to bear the Io& of their harveftit 
Gwernment has made fome reguhttions; but in the prefent ftate of the finances of the 
country; k is impofftble that it (hould do as mqph as would be requifite to fecure the 
inbabitants of the mountains againft every event. 

CoB^fseuoua as the tnduftry and commerce of this people is, the fituation of thp 
fimner amongft them is in all refpeds pitiable. The fault, however, is in tlie ciemilhu- 
^^ 30 ^ the*couBtry, not in the inhabitants, who are a frank, (liligent, and intelligent peo¬ 
ple^ No <doubt, but the diftrefs is'owing to the quantity of land in the han^ of great 
lamers. Aknigr thefoot of the Eitzgeberg mountain, and in the plain, you can hardly 
count tbe^fte^le^ which you fee on all fides of you. Tlie numi^r of yitlagbs in the 
Ekfiwid territory, taldag ja The is near fix tfaoufand. I fkw federal farmers 
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who ^lo^h with one px an^ one covv. Many, of them have only ope coy, yhi»h f»iv« 
ntlfi^ them with milh, and Ukewife ieiives the^ to pkjt^h with. It is tine* indoed» 
the finiynd ]^bt foil of this part of ibe \vpfl4 requires,-intgenpr^f no, vnoom^npo,ex* 
ertion ;"]it it is impoflible that a farmer ithoold do w'eli with fp little pattlp. youeaiUif 
difcover in their houfckeeping, that they are obliged to cut very clofe. Grea,t pm of 
them live upon potatoes, cabbages, ;md turnips, and ypu very ieldoni fee meat at their 
tables. Their attachment to (iod'ee is cxtrcuicly great; it is the only nparilhinentotf 
fome of them; and the profufe ufe they make of it, is a flrong contrail with their per 
nurioulhefs in other refpe£ts. It is made in large pots, but is fo weak as to liave hardly 
the colour of tlie berry. Moil likely they confider it as the cheapeftand inoft Arength'* 
ening of liquors.' Their cleanlincfs in the.midil of their poverty is remarkable. 'I'Jie 
Suabian farmers are lords, in comparifon with thofc of Saxony, and on the whole, the 
happieA I have yet feen. 

Throughout the whole level country, even the common people fpcak good German, 
and fo, excepting in the mountains, do all the farmers. There is no province in Franco 
of a like extent, in which the people throughout fpeak French as well a.$ the Saxons do 
German. Some miles from Leipfick I vifited a gentleman, for whom I had letters from 
Drefden, on his eAate, I thought niyfelf, come to a fchool of paAoral felicity, and I 
lhall ever look upoir the few days I fpent with him as fome of the happieA of my life, 
'fhe eAates of thefe gentlemen are fmall, as the Saxon nobility in general are as poor as 
they are numerous; but it is to this very poverty that they owe their happinefs. . They 
underAand bow to unite the beautiful with the ufeful, taAe with Amplicity, ccconomy 
with various amufements, and nature With art, in fuch a manner, as to make that bufu 
nefs which other men look upon as a puniAiment, a fourcc of endlefs uninterrupted fe¬ 
licity. They reliAi pleafure as epicureans do rich wines, which they keep a long while 
on the palate, in order to reliAi the Aavour. They underAand how to mix the amufe* 
ments and the occupations of the country fo as to make them follow each other in agree* 
able fuccefAon fo well, that it is worth while to cqiiie amongA them to read Virgil’s 
Georgies, which I anv perfuaded cannot be read any where elfe with fo much pleafure. 
Fifliing is a very weighty and moA important buAnefs with them, and the art has been 
no where brought to fo great a perfeaion as it is here. They have feparate ponds in 
which the fiAi are kept, according to their ages and with different intentions. Thefe 
ponds are in fallow lands, which are at certain times broke up and ploughed again; fo 
that the eAate reaps a double advantage by this method. I'he management of woods 
and of Aieep is alfo brought to a great degree of perfeflion here. They not only 
cut down their trees w'ith ^reat judgment, but Audy the art of planting, and what 
trees are At for each foA with Angular felicity. 1 am perfuaded that we Frenchm^ 
might learn much of the Saxons on this head, as well as on every other part of rural 
ccconomy. ^ . 

The Saxon wool is famous for being the beAJn Europe, after the •SpaniAi and 
EngliAi: fometimes it is ufed raw, fometimes it is manufadured into clothes, lAo«Io> 
ings, and gldves, but moA generally it*is coloured and exported as a manufaflure. 
inimitable blue wools, which have their name from the country, are brought ^to 
France. 

To thefe various praftical and theoretical improvements of th^r land, the. nob>l% 
add fmall walks, vints to their friends in town and tountry, colledions xaivure and 
art,* attention to improve the fchools of their diAridsj poetry, and muAck. The,|ichb 
amongA whom I reckon thofe who have from 8 to 10,000 guilders' a yraiTt 'Cnioik^ 
them have only from 3 to 6, and feveral from 800 to 2000 guilders,) come to town 
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tmly one or. two months in the year! Their daughters are the lovelleft and clevereft 
creatures in the world. Tb|ir natural fenlihiKty generally contrafts a romantic turn in 
the ftillnefe of the country, which appears in their Conveifation and aflions, ,ji|P leads 
th«n to take unguarded (leps in the firft years of life. Unequal marriages and elope¬ 
ments are extremely frequent here. ’ In 3 uabia, Bavaria, and Auftria, I met with Saxon 
gtrfct of'good family, who in the laft Silefian war had enHfted With officers ofthe impe¬ 
rial uod circular armies, and who all made excellent wives and mothers. At Prague I 
met whb a Saxon girl of a good &mily, who partly from a'confiderable ftiare of fenfi- 
bility, as ffie confefled herfelf with tears in her eyes, and partly from want of knowledge 
of the world, was a common woman. Leffing’s comedy, Minna von Barnheinti which 
doubtlefs you have read, exhibits fome of the romantic part of this charafter, but in 
general it is more a pifture of the town ladies, 'liic country girls have not in genera! 
the coquetry and livelinefs of Minna: they are more penfive and more tender, -but all 
of them are as handfome as angels. The kind of reading in falliion in Germany, which 
is moftly novels and romances, is no proper nourifliraent for the ladies of Saxony, who 
are by nature of fuch inflammable conflitutions. 

Leipfick is a very fmall, but very handfome, and in fome places, fplendid city. Tlie 
number of its inhabitants, reckoning the fuburbs, amounts to near thirty thoufand ; it 
was greater. formerly. The way of living is totally different from any 1 have hkherto 
f'een in the other Saxon towns. Much more luxury and profufion reigns here than at 
Drefden. They play in all companies, and often extremely high. Ihe ladies of this 
place are far behind hand with their countrywomen of the other toWns in domeftic ceco- 
nomy, but agree with them in the articles of drefs arid coquetry. Amongfl; the literati 
who fwarm here, there are too many boaflers, petit maifrest ignoramuffes, and fools of 
all forts; fo that 1 fometimes thought myfelf got to Vienna again, where the^j^rr 
and literati meet in the fame compsmies, and are almofl: equally njitmerous. But the 
infinite number of men of merit, w^ofe conduft and manners do honour to their na¬ 
tive cobmry, foon nude me find oP^he difference. You meet here with men in all 
fciences, who, from the extent as well as the depth of their learning, but particular^ 
from their knowledge of the world, are entirely different from the Vienna literati, for 
whom all is dead that is out of their owm line. 

I paid a vifit to Mr. WeMei whofe excellent work called the Ch$tdten*s Friend^ Mr. 
Berqutn propofes partly to Imitate, and partly to tranflate. The author is not only one 
of the heft German poets, but an extraordinary learned man, in the moft extenfive lig- 
nirication of the word. He is elegance itfelf; and the income of a good place, which 
he poffeffes, enables him to give up his latter days to philofophical repofe, benevolence* 
and the mufes. He is one of the determined enemies of thofe literary Calmucks, I 
n^otioned to you in my letter on the theatre of Munich, who like the troops of Gen- 
gifkan, fome years fmce made an inroad upon Parnaffus, drove out the mufes, deftroyed 
^ower-beds of the old German poets, mangled the language, hacked the words with 
TarUff furyv tmd would probably in thdr rage have begotten children like the fathers, 
if thdir dtfc^ffine had anfwered vblehce of thmr attack, and fuch enlightened mea 
as >Mt'« Weiffii had not difcomfited ttem after die ardour of their firft onfet. They 
have been comp^ed to retr^t behind hedges, whence they fomerinies fire upon pafteri^ 
g««T <bot they wfll iMH be able to keep even this port Io%. 


LETTER 
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THE commerce and manufafhires of this place are very confidcrable. It is the cen* 
ter of the book trade of all Germany, and of the wool tr^e of all Saxony, and there 
are few cities m Germany which furpafs it in commerce and exchange. Here they 
make velvets, woven filksy^ihags, linens, cloths, rattines, carpem, and a great variety of 
other things. This city fuppiies the greated part pf Saxony with drugs and apoth&k 
caries wares, and has a confiderable ihare of the trade which is carried on betwixt the 
fouth of Germany, Switzerland, Italy, and tlic North. There are feveral wealthy 
houfes here. 


7 'he fair, which ended a week before my arrival, according to the report of both na* 
fives and foreign merchants, is no more than a ihadow of what it was thirty years ago. 
The mod remarkable part of the prefent trade, is the exchange of books, carried on by 
the German bookfellers. This they foraetimes execute by commiffion, but for the mod 
part they appear in their own high perfom. Their number is about three hundred, 
and the value of the books they exclude amounts to 500,000 rix>dollars, or about 
1,751,000 livres. 

Lmpfick maintmns itfelf In the poffedion of this trade, not fo much from its having 
once taken that channel, as from the great quantity of books publidied in the city itfelf, 
and its centrical fituation in the midft of a country where all the arts flourifli, and read¬ 
ing and writing are mod umverfal. Thefe are the caufes, which in my opinion, have 
rendered all the attempts to deprive the city of this trade abortive. 

ITie Audrian bookfellers have hitherto been the only ones who have not appeared re- 
^larly and in great numbers at this mart of literature. The redraint they lay under 
uom the licence office, and the redraints they are lain under by the heavy wit of their 
writers, have difabled them from bringing any pa^ to market, good enough to pro¬ 
cure an exchange from the other dealers. 

Ldplick is indebted for this trade, which in my opinion, is the only one of the kind 
in all Europe, entirely to the merit of the inhabitants of this place, and other parts of 
Saxony. Saxony was the cradle of literature and fade in Germany. The Swifs had 
indeed contributed fomething by theories towards rmfing the edifice of the arts, but 
theories form neither arts nor tade, nor has the German part of Switzerland produced 
a fmgle literary produfUon of merit, Gefner’s works excepted. Thofe of Haller are 
written in a barbarous dialed, and few of them are uniformly good. His beauties are 
fmgle ones; they are feparate pidures, woven into philofophical declamations. Nature 
gives the fird diredbn to art, which alFterwards is not to be improved by any theories, 
but by the fight of, and feqfibility for, the mod driking and mod beaudful obje& of 
nature. Th^e it is, which form the original artid. And it is the reading, fediag^ and 
comparing the worlu of thefe orimnaj artids, that form the imitator. Nor is tade itfelf 
a confequence of any theoretical knowledge; for it is well known, that thofe who have 
fomed the founded theories, have been very unfuccefsful, both in the works inroduced 
by themfelves, ^d the judgment they have paded upon thofe of othrar people. Tbeo> 
lies depend upon conclufions of the underdoing, which will always.be fflfe when the 
premifes are fo; but the quicknefe occafioned by the percepdon and comptoifon cf va¬ 
rious beautiful objeds, wmeh conditutes what we call tade, will never go adray. It is 
true, indeed, that this percepdon and quicknefs cannot exid without Tome natural difpo- 
fidons towards them. 


The 
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The firft feeds of Kterature and tafte were fown in Germany, by perfons who were 
no literati by profeflion. Since the firft aera of French tafte, one or the other of the 
prinpra of Germany have always been in alliance with France. The negociatilfcs this 
has riven rife to, and the abode of the French armhiis in Germany in confequcnce, have 
readied the knowledge of French abfoliitely neceflary to the German nobility. Hence 
all perfons of confequence, minifters, counfellors, officers, and fecretaries, poliihed 
themfelves by thejr intercourfe with our countrymen; fo that the tafte of fevera! Ger¬ 
man courts Was formed before there was a man of letters of confequence in the country. 
Priiice Eugene, who had been brought up at the court of France, laboured with all ms 
might to introduce the arts into Germany, but he found the Jefuits in his way at the 
court of Vienna, for a long time the only one in which the French language could not 
gain admittance. In all the othera there were perfons of as much tafte and good fenfe 
as Prince Eugene, true children of the mufes, who were more or lefs fuccefsful in their 
attempts to extend good tafte. Much in the fame manner the arts came to us from 
Italy, and much in the fame manner they came to Italy from Greece. 

After this intercourfe with France, the only thing wanting to awaken the Germans 
to eratilation, was a language, and in this refpeft Saxony had a great advantage over the 
other German provinces. Ever fince the time of Luther this country has had a manner 
of writing, which diftinguiihed it from the barbarous manner of the fchoolsnhat ob¬ 
tained over the reft of Germany. The fervice of the church contributed much in thefe 
parts to the improvement of the language. The fchools for young people were very 
good here long before the brilliant aera of German literature. The language of fome 
of the Saxon writers who lived betwixt the years 1715, and 1725, a time in which the 
reft of Germany was ftill plunged in the barbarous ftyle of the Cancdleria, is remark, 
able for its grammatical dcamefs and accuracy. The natural wit of the Saxons, toge. 
ther with their peculiar and, as it were, innate love for all that is beautiful, foon made 
it their peculiar pride and pleafure, as it had been. that, of the Athenians, to diftinguilh 
themfelves by fpeaking their language corrediy. The Ibweft handy-craftfman here is 
more folicitous to fpeak purely and well, and is much more fortunate in his attempts for 
the purpofe, than feveral learned men by profoilion, with whom I have had the honoui 
to converfe in tlie fouthem parts of the country. The very women are fenfible of gram¬ 
matical errors, and take notice of them. Befides the language, the Saxons had othei 
advantages, which contributed to fpread literature fooner and wider amongft them than 
amongft the other Germans. Philofophy and the higher parts of the belles lettresy had 
had the dull rubbed from them in this country long before the bright sera of German 
literature. Leibnitz, Puffendorf, Thbmafius, VSTolf, and others, had broken up the ex- 
tenfive field of literature, had ploughed it with tafte and fimplicity, and had brought 
about a happy revolution in the minds of the people in all the north of Germany, par¬ 
ticularly in Saxony. The celebrated journal, knovm by the name of ASlst Eruditoruniy 
was begun in 1682, and was foon equal to the journals of the moft enlightened nations,. 
fuch as the Journal des Scavansy the Englilh TraRfaftlons, and the Giornale di Literatiy 
whilft in the other ftates of Germany, Berlin not excepted, knowledge was confined to 
a few pwfons aboufe the court. The beginning of the prefent century alfo produced fe¬ 
veral Virions of the ancient daffies, which contributdi more to the nurture of genius and 
trae tc^e, than the beft rules and theories. 

No dou^ the magnificence and peculiar tafte of the Saxon Auguftus, for the fine 
arts, contributed rnuch to the early poHfhii^ of. tafte; and the aw^ening of genius in 
this couittry*. All the arts have a fmerly. a^ftion for each- other; they do not like to 
be long out of the fame company. Painting, fculpture, architediure, mufic, and all the 

arts 
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arts cohae£ted ^ith them, fiouriihed more at the cpprt of Augofti^ dtedtk^, tlj^ tl^y 
<lid ut.any court of Europe. ‘ From this fchooi came Meng%ibe greMdlfiaimer^of o 
tiays; IjlaiTe, who was able to do juftice to the poetry of a MetaUailio j|-;G|ctcl|Et, 
and many others. The art of fpeech would naturally join itfelf to fo briUiaiit afc^ty* 
The opera made the Saxons acquainted witlv^he Italian poets, juft as the language of 
the court had brought them acquainted with the French ones. At length they made 
fome trials in their own language, and their trials were fticcersful. Oellert, Rabbener,. 
and many others evidently formed themfelves upon Englilh models. Ever fince this 
period, Saxony has furniuied a much larger proportion of ingenious mra than the 
other parts of Germany. In polite literature their numbers furpais thofe of aU the reft 
of Germany put together. Their tranflators, reviewers, magazine^writers, almanack 
and catalogue>makers are innumerable. 1 here are many perfons in this country as well 
acquainted with the antient and modern literature of England, France, and Italy, as the 
natives of thefe countries themfelves. There is always a warehoufeof Spanilh and Por- 
fuguefeliterature here, and (which is almoft peculiar to.Germany) they forage to the 
uttermoft bounds of the north, and explore the Danifti, Swediih, Ruf&an, and PoHfh 
ParnalTus. As far as regards the mechanical part of the bufmels, i. et the working up 
of materials and making them fit for fale, Saxony will for a long time continue fuperior 
to the other Germans; but their genius feems worn out. Nothing can be more frivolous 
chan the prefent purfuits of the men of genius here; but other parts of Germany are in 
the prime of youth, and others again feem to be Juft awake. 


LETTER XLV. 

Lcipfick, 

I MADE an excurfion from hence to Weimar and Gotha. This {»rt of the country 
is the beft cultivated, and, in a political view, the moft beautiful I liave hitherto feen in 
Germany. Every two or three miles you come to a town, which contains a flouriih- 
irig manufitflure. The villages are innumerable, and the agriculture much more va* 
ried than on the other fide of Drefden. Nature appears to have been more fovourablc 
to thefe parts. 

Weimar is a fmall buthandfome town. The court is remarkably affable, and the 
reigning Duke carries popularity as well as philofophy almoft too for. He puts himfeif 
on a level witfoall kinds of perfons, and takes parts in private plays aded by his fervants 
and the literati of his court. 

To a natural foadnefs for the fentimental and adventurous, he unites an excellent im* 
proved tafte for every thing that belongs to the ans. This court is made up entirely of 
wits, and even his general Juperintendant, (a title you are not acquainted with, but which 
anfwers to a little Pope,) is a bel efprity who has publilhed a rhapfodical extrad from 
the firft book of Mofes, under the title of the Origin of Mankind. 

The wonderful chaiader of this duke, the romantic part of it only excepted, for 
which he has to thank Mr. Gothe, is me work of the celebrated Wieland. Wieland is, 
without a doubt, the firft of all the German writers. No writer, Lcfiing alone excepted, 
unites fo much ftudv with fo much genius as he does. He has not only form^ and 
fixed his tafte on a thorough acquaintance with the beauties of the ancient writer but 
pofieflfes alfo all the literature of France, Italy, and England. His works are not like 
the rhapfodies of the modem German poeuft^ blit have the true fmackc^ the act* 
Even the moft fugitive trifles that foil from his playful and bumouroUs pen, befpeak a 
workman who is thorough mafter of his bufinefs^ and has a manner of his pwn. It 
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has been faid of the great painters, that you may know them by the dafli of their pen¬ 
cils. Wieland is one of the few German writers who will go down to poflerity as a claf- 
fical writer, when the works of feveral of his cotemporaries ihall ferve for dung of the 
fields. It is generally objected to him, that he repeats the fame things too often, and 
copies hxmfelf; but, ror my part, I have not obferved much repetition. It is true, that 
like other great writers, he has favourite ideas, which he is ever turning and" poliftiing, in 
order to fet them before the reader in every point of view, I have no fault to find with 
him, but that he hides his ftudy too little, expofes his immenfe reading too much, and 
often forgets that his reader may n^t be fo enamoured with his erudition as he is himfelf. 
1 likewife think, that before he was privy-counfellor and tutor to the prince he wrote 
much more naturally than he does now. In order that no part of literature Ihould be 
unexplored by him, but more with a view of filling his purfe, whilft his reputation was at 
the height, he undertook a literary journal, which he carried on with uncommon fpirit 
and adivity. None of the German writers know fo well how to pleafe the public as 
Wieland does. He is mofl: fjoitful in the invention of trifles, in order to make his jour¬ 
nal, which is as good as any other we have, fell. Sometimes, like a Dutch tobacco- 
merchant, he will tye a picture to his wares; fometimes he promifes in one number a 
folution of a riddle in a pad one, and in the next, inficad of a folution of the riddle, 
gives you a rattle or a trumpet for children to play with. At times he publiflies one 
number in a year, at others he will write the whole volume in a month. Riddles, newf- 
papers, anecdotes, literary quarrels, every thing, in a word, is crammed in that may give 
his wares the appearance of novelty, or araufe the people. You will fay thefe are little 
book-felling tricks; and fo they are, but they are more venial in German than in other 
authors, as without them it would be difficult for the greateft induftry and the greatell 
talents to live by the profeffion. 

Wieland is, what few poets are, a good domeftic man. He lives, in fad, more for 
his family than for the public. He would furnifli a new proof, if there wanted any, of 
the juftice of a favourite aphorifm with me, to wit, that the generative powers of man 
are in the fame proportion as his underftanding, and that it is good for him when he 
ufes the one with as much order and oeconomy as the other. Wieland has feven or 
eight fine children. No poet, he obferves himfelf, ever had fo many; and he has writ¬ 
ten the lives of the poets folely to aifure himfelf of the truth of it. A good penfion 
from the court, added to what he gets by his journal, enables him to fee the approach 
of old age with*tranquillity, and gives him the profpect of enjoying the comforts of life 
to the end. 

There are fome extraordinary traits in Wieland’s character, which feem a contrail 
to his writings : I will give you fome of them. In all he has written, he difcovers great 
knowledge of the world, and you would take him for a courtier out of place, yet no man 
knows lefs of mankind. In polite circles, and in the conduct of a common affair of life, 
he is entirely at a lofs. Even fincc the publication of the Agathon, which you know 
contains every evolution and revolution of the female mind, and, like his other works, 
befpeaks one of the politeft writers that ever exited ; there have been feveral inflauces 
of his not knowing how to converfe with a w’oman. His knowledge of the gay world 
confifts entirely in theory, and he muff be fome time in company before he can make 
ufe of it. This is not altogether owing to continual ftudy and want of intercourfe with 
the polite world, but is in fome degree conftitutional in him. He is by nature very liy;ely, 
but not very refolute, diffident of himfelf, and eafy of belief towards others ; in fine, he 
is one of thofe nfen to whom nature has refufed every grain of that felf-fufficiency, a 
fmall dofe of w'hich is of fo much ufe in the affairs of this life. His knowledge of the 
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world IS of ti: kindwl. I -ntaigne obferved in a man who rcf!.'!V;l>1*’d him ; it is in a 
place which hs . ..c'u'j k.va- . . /hidit in, and not in himfelf. The confci! nfncls of this has 
fometimcs made him a coward. To this caufe are to be attributed tiu- iroqucnt variations 
in his way of thinkinjr ; i ■ ’ '.’tery towards thofe who can ll i v.- Iiiiii; his fubmifllon to¬ 

wards thofe wii'* rci'rt l.ir! ; iiis toleration of thofe whole opit’ioit.s are oppoiitc to Ilia 
own; his love i pat tv, ; .dl the lo.’-uL'Uvres to which he ) h, d remurfe, wlieni'Vcr 
he has thoupd ? his repet, n in dae . r, for which ivpnt:'.:!. n he weidd have liad no¬ 
thing to fear iic had ! e itnown : i own ftrengtii. IVd.s e ('.eiiie was known, Wie- 
iand' flood as ' ought : i' to ha', done, at the t' p <■' mt.-' .O' Ihtrnaillis. If fo 

happened, tiia.. contra)} to his inic-nion, he infcrlcd a very Iw;.:. craiqne ot(;o/.6; V 
Play of Gifs of JhrUchinyrn, in his review. Gothc revenged iiimrelf by a iarce, written in 
his flrongcfl manner. W'ieland, ever ready to found a retreat when danger is nigh, eti- 
deavoured to make his peace in a fccond number, in which he was more civil. This, 
however, would hardly have faved iiim, but fortunately for him, his pupil, the reigning 
Duke, foon after w^ent to Frahefort, where he met with Qpthe, whom ho brought with 
him to Weimar, and of courfe introduced him to his old tutor. WoUld you bi lieve it ? 
the cajoled W'^ieland not only took fomething of Gothe’s manner himfelf, but wrote apo¬ 
logies forfonic followers of his fchool, whom in his former writings he had fatyrized. 
Upon the w hole, lie is one of the greateft fophilts of our days, who has always a fatire, 
or an apology ready, and produces that which brings him the moft pence. 

Gothe is tlie Duke’s favourite ; they are ahv:i}'s together; he pofi'eli'cs a full portion 
of that which nature has rclufed to Wieland. I' ormoriy his felf-lulliciency led him into 
abfurdities, but fince that time things have much changed. He is not only a gTenius, 
but poUefles a great deal of learning. Many circumftances, for which he is not entirely 
anfwerable, were the occafion of his giving the fignal to a horde of Calmucks, who 
fame years fince made an inroad on the German I'arnafiiis, and laid it wafle. In all 
things he is upon principle, for the natural, the extraordinary, the adventurous, the 
ftriking, and the bold, and has as great an avcrfion to the common forms of govern¬ 
ment, as to the common rules of writing. His philofophy borders nearly upon that of 
Roulfcau. I lhall not flop here to compare them, but only obferve, that they have both 
come two hundred years too late, and that the man who gives a flat contradiction to 
the opinions of all his cotemporaries, abounds either in felf-opinion or felf-love.—When 
Gothe firft began to feci his genius, he ufed to go about with a fliort bat, iiis hair about 
his ears, an out of the way drefs; and, in fnort, aflected a fingularity in every thing. 
His looks, his gait, his fpcech, the w'holc of him befpoke an extraordinary man. Even 
hi his writings, he rather affeCted graceful negligence th.an any laboured delicacy. He 
Ihortened all his periods in the moll extraordinary manner, ufed common and vulgar 
words, and, what was of no great fervice to the poor German language, already fo bare 
of them, cut off half of the vowels, and introduced paufes and flrokes of admiration at 
every three words. His writings contain a great deal of that happy feizure of circum- 
ilaace which befpeaks a knowledge of pankind, united to a ftrong and fertile imagina¬ 
tion, and a great vein of humour. You fee in every thing he writes, that he is able to 
lay a plan and conned the parts; this diftinguilfaes him from the whole herd of his imi¬ 
tators. Whenever it happens, as it fometimes does, that one part of his work does not 
hang well with the other, you eafily difeover that the defed has not arifen from igno¬ 
rance, but becaufe the author did not choofe to give himfelf the trouble to weave them 
together. Gothe has read a great deal, is well acquainted with the beft ancient and mo¬ 
dern writers, paints, underftaads xaufic, is a gpod companion and wit, al^d — Connfellor ' 
of Legation to the Duke. 


Doulj^tlcrs, 





RIESBECK's travels through GERMANY. 


Doubtlefs, he is by this time convinced of the injury he has done German literature. 
Several young pciTohs, encouraged to I! by his example, imagined that nothing more 
was requifite to become a genius, than to be bold, impudent, and carelefs about lan¬ 
guage and ftyle, and to entertaih contempt for every thing that is called order or re¬ 
gularity. They conceived that all ftudy and attention to rule was nocdlefs, that every 
ihing that was natural muH: of courfe be good, that a true genius required no education, 
but liad all powers of creation in hiiufelf, and that when he became a genius, he was 
■enlitlcd to produce himfeif in his fliirt, or in purh naturalibus^ on the market-place, or 
in the courts of princes; that real judgment only made all'es of men, and that unre- 
itrained imagination raifed them to the rank of divinities; that dreams and cnthufiaflic 
raptures in his own greatnefs, and the littlenefs of the world about him, was the f»roper 
iiaie of man ; tliat all the occvipations by which his daily bread was to be earned, de¬ 
graded him, and that in the bed of all pollibie worlds he muft go on all-fours and eat 
acorns. You mufl; not think that I am exaggerating when I fay this, for I can give 
you proofs of every thing I have afTerted. Golhe has this in common with RouHeau ; 
that his philofopy (whether true or falfe) overturns foundations, and gratifies diflblutc- 
iicfs and idienefs ; for v.'Lich reafon it has been adopted by thofe who have no founda¬ 
tion, but feek only to be. happy through an implicit belief in their mailer. As Gothe 
, was his ow’n mailer, his excrefeences were the more eafily forgiven, becaufc of their con- 
fiilcncy with his principles and witli each other, of a certain moderation he obferved in 
them, and of his ai'fabiiity towards all he converfed with; but his Ichool is the moil ridi¬ 
culous that can be conceived. I quciiioa whether many of thefe gentlemen arc them- 
felvcs able to give explanations of the obfeure parts of their writings. The flattered 
iionfcnle was cried up by the critics of the feci, as the qulnteiTence of human wit and 
human imagination. As to the underilanding, as I told you above, they declared open 
war againil that. To have a true idea of the talle of the public, one fhouU read the 
produilions of ihofe gcmlemen, which ilill pafs for wonders with many, 'niis herd of 
Calmucks gained recruits from every order of men, even out of the phyfical tribe, who 
formed fyllems of the fame kind in their profeflion. They taught, that to roll in fnow, 
to bathe in cold water, to leap like bucks about the fteepeil precipices, to eat nothing 
warm, but to live entirely on the fruits of the earth, not to give the leall interruption to 
the operations of nature, but even to drop the excrement {landing, at any time and in 
any place, was all that could be done by man, either for the prefervation or recovery of 
his health. 

A well-known phyfician, who has laid many a patient in the dull, by tlie purfuit of 
this new mode of cure, grounded all the reafonings made ufe of in his publications, on 
the example of the firll wit in Germany. If he ordered a man a cold bath, and the pa¬ 
tient exprelTed a fear, left it might polfibly occafion a fever, or a flux, the doQior would 
aflure him, that he need not be afraid of any thing of the fort, foi* that the great Gothe 
went into the cold bath jn froft and fnow. The young painfers, too, would for forae 
time paint nc^hing but ftorms, lightning, tops of Appennines, or Alps j elephants, lions, 
and tygers; Didos on the funeral pile; LucretiaS andMedeas murdering their children, 
All the fofter landfcapes, all the common animals, and ail the ordinary fttuadons of 
mon Ufe, they entirely excluded from their canvafs. Truth and keeping are. nothing 
with them j fuch littlenelTes, they foy, a genius leaves to your day-labourers for bread, 
and men of ordinary under findings. Art, according to their definition, confifts in what 
is out of the common courfe. The more unnaturally a Dido flings her arms about,’ the 
more portentoufly fhe rolls her farage eyes, and the greater diibrder there appears in 
wr hair and drapery, the more beautiful flie is. In this manner artifts of all denomina- 
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tions mifconceive Gothe’s theory. His flatterers imitate him in the mofl: ridiculous 
manner, in his drefs, in his walk, and even in his fpeech. 

Gothe is in fome meafure rel'ponfible for thefe excrefcences. Having difcovcred 
fparks of genius in fome of his friends, fuch as Lentz, Clinger, and others, by proper 
encouragements he foon blew the fparks into a real flame. Thus far was fit and right; 
but as foon as he had commenced proteftor, there came people to him by no means 
worthy of his proteflion. Inflead of feuding thefe back to their brethren of the forefl:, 
the bubble of reputation led him on, and he was not aflianied, at.leafl; for a time, to fet 
himfelf at the head of a little academy — very diflerent in this refpecl from Roufleau, 
who neither commended nor protected any one. At prefent Gothe does not feem to 
dillurb'himfelf much about literary purfuits. He is at work on the life of the celebrated 
Bernard of Weimar, and enjoys lire as much as it is to be enjoyed amidft a number of 
little troubles. Formerly he ufed to be regularly befieged with rocoimnendations, and 
his difciples came from all parts to vifit him, in hopes to be brought forward by his pa¬ 
tronage. He is now grown wifer, and has made it a rule to himfelf, to be very nice in 
his recommendations. In this he is extremely in the right, as he would be accountable 
for the follies of all thefe people. Neither indeed does it follow as a natural confe- 
quence, that becaufe the minifter, counfellor, and private fccretary of a prince is a 
wit, his cooks, and butlers, valets de chambre, huntfmen, and ftable-boys, fliould alfo, 
be wits. 

Gotha is a large town, richer and handfomcr than Weimar, the number of its inha- 
bttants are eftimated at nine or ten thoufand. There are fome valuable manufaflures in 
this place. The court is as popular as that of Weimar, and equally fond of ilrangers. 
Some years ago the Duke had one of the bed: German theatres in Germany ; but he 
fent away the whole company on finding that the expence was too large, that he had 
fufficiently amufed himfelf, and that the players began to aifurae airs of importance. 

The fubjeds of both thefe dukes are very happy. Their finances too are we dL regu- 
lated, and their adminiftration of jufticc and police is perfed. Neither of thc^'have 
the weaknefs of other German princes, who fpend a great part of their incomes in the 
maintenance of a regiment or two of foldiers, and make the younger part of their fub- 
jeds do the military exercife, inftead of keeping them at the plough. The income of 
each of them is about 600,000 Rhenifli guilders, or 54,000 French louis-d’ors. Their 
country is extremely produdive, and extraordinarily well inhabited. 

Erfurt is a very large, old, black, and ill-inhabited town ; it is near a mile in circum¬ 
ference, and contains nearly eighteen thoufand men. The moft remarkable thing here 
is the ad of gardening, which is carried to a greater perfedion than in any other part of 
Germany I have yet had occafion to fee. I he people of the country carry on a confi- 
derable trade in fruits and plants. The inhabitants, like thofe of the reft of Saxony, 
are a handfome, fenfible, and friendly people. The prefent vice-governor for the Elec¬ 
tor of Mentz, to whom the city, with feventy villages w hich li^ round it, belongs, is a 
baron of D'Alberg, canon of Mentz, whom you may probably have feen at Paris. He 

was in the houfe of the Marquis of . , and, it I miftake not, well known to the 

Duke of Choifeul. He is a man of uncommon ktiowledge of the world, a man of let¬ 
ters in the full extent of the word, and a patriot. He underftands all the bufmefs of the 
higher world, and all that concerns government j pofleffes the Belles Lettres and the 
arts, and is on terms of friendfhip with the moft fenfible men of Germany. He expeds 
in time to be the firft ecclefiaftical prince of the German empire, and, after the Pope, the 
ri^heft and moft diftinguiflied prelate in the catholic world. Erfurt amkits territory yields- 
annually about 180,000 Rhenilh guilders. It contains about thirty.fix thoufand meni 
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LETTER XLVI. 

Leipjick. 

I CANNOT quit Saxony without faying fomething to you of the reformation which 
began here. 

J he origin of the reformation, as a queftion of learning, is difficult to determine. 
Between the times of John Hufs and Luther, Paul of Tubingen, Brulfer, Bafil of Gro. 
ningen, and feveral Engliffi, openly profeffod the doftrinos of the reformed. The Val- 
denfes had fpread then* opinions very confidcrably long before the time of Hufs; and 
between their time and the jcni of Hufs, Wickliff, John of Paris, Arnaud de Villeneuve, 
Willidrm of St. Amour, Evrard, bilhopof Saltzburg, and many others taught th# tenets 
of Luther and Calvin. It is certain, that from the time of the Albigeois ttj the breaking 
out of the reformation, there was no period in which fome remarkable man did not 
openly maintain the principles of the Proteftant religion. Between the time of Peter 
de Waldo, (who did moil towards the fpreading of the fed of the Albigeois, thougli 
they do not take their name from him, as fome have thought,) and Berenger, who 
came not a hundred years after him, we meet with Pierre de Bruis, Henry de Thou- 
loufc, and Arnaud Hot, who, with many others, made the dodrines held by the Pro- 
tedants of the prefent day, known all over France. The celebrated bilhop Honorc of 
Autiin, who wrote upon free will, and in the fpirit of the Proteftants of this day, called 
the Pope the great bead, and the Whore of Babylon, lived in 1115, and Berenger died 
in 1091 ; fo that there is hardly a generation between them. 

In the fame century with Berenger, Arnolph, bilhop of Orleans, didinguilhed him- 
fclf at the council of Rheims, by a fpecch much more violent than any thing which 
Luther has written againd the power of the Pope. In a word, the opinions of Pro- 
tedants arc to be met with in the earlied ages of the church ; and an attentive reader 
of e||ii^ftical hidory will foon fee, that they are conneded with the opinions of the 
fird i^Sries, and that it was the bare novelty of his opinions which made Luther 
remarkable. 

Whoever is a little acquainted with the hidory of the century before Luther, and can 
form to himfelf a prccife idea of the date of Saxony, previous to the breaking out of the 
reformation, will eafily fee, that other things befides theology, contributed to this event 
and that Luther only gave the long waited for fignal of revolt. 

Since the time of the Emperor Sigifmund, (who would have brought about the re¬ 
volution himfelf, if his knowledge had correfponded with his third for reformation 
and who for want of that knowledge fuftered himfelf to be led by the nofe by fome 
cardinals) Germany had been at work on a reformation. If a Catholic at this time 
was to fay what was faid, not only in the fchools and in publications, but at tk? 
council or Condance before the whole nation, at the diet of the empire, and by par¬ 
ticular princes in their <ranfa£lions with ea^h other, he would be put into a prifon 
as a-violent heretic. It is indeed wmndei*ful, how the minds of the Catholic princes 
were changed by the heat of difpute after that dep was once tak-en, which they 
ihemfelves had before endeavoured to produce. The well known hundred grievances 
(which in*the end grew to much more than a hundred) of the G'^rman nation plainly 
fhewed, that mod of the courts of Germany were ready to protedl the firft bold man 
who would revolt againd the court of Rome, and fupport the political grievances with 
theological arguments. The cunning, aftive, and very eloquent ./Eneas Sylvius, who 
eflefted the concordats betwixt the Pope and the empire by his crafty manoeuvres awak* 
ened dill more the jealoufy of all the thinking patriots of Germany, Though *he was 
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a fubtile genius, who for the moment could gain the afcendancy over the cold Gor¬ 
mans, and make them acquiefce in filence, yet after all the declamations and fine in* 
trigues of this Cicero of his time, the obftinacy natural to the cold charaflier returned, 
and again brought forth the old complaints. iEueas Sylvius thought his enemies weaker 
than they really were. In all his writings you fee that he imagined that he fliould be 
able to cheat the Germans; but their genius was awake, and they faw through him, 
though they had neither experience enough, nor union enough amongft therafelves, to 
refift the artifices he played oil’ againll them. Mayer, chancellor of Meniz, at that time 
the mod enlightened, moft refined, and moft brilliant court in Germany, and which 
contributed exceedingly to the fuccels of the reformation, in his letters (to be found in 
feverahconipilations of the times,) fpeaks to the Italians in a tone that would have put 
to lilc^eany advocate of the court of Rome, but the very witty fophift iEncas Sylviuo. 
Whoever cofifiders the intrigues and webs which the court of Rome mull have wove 
to keep the Duke of Bavaria and the Palfgrave pf the Rhine in good humour, (foine 
proofs of which are to be met with in Febronius,) will only wonder how the reforma¬ 
tion came to be put ofi' fo late as to the time of Luther. 

Whilll the politics of feveral courts of Germany were thus dircflcd againll the court 
of Rome, the reputation of the latter was daily finking in confequcnce of the philofophy 
that igahicd ground in the fchools, and the intcrcourfc of learned men with each other. 
Th^rogrels made in printing, which became general in Germany in the lull part of the 
fifteenth century, contributed to the general fpread of knowledge. As early as in the 
beginning of the fixteenth century, the Germans began to write their own language 
with correflncfs. The way was prepared for the people to be foon taught. This, no 
doubt, was the golden age of Germany. It had warm patriots, indullrious philofophers, 
and thinking princes. The awakened fpirit of improvement had manifclted ii.'elf in le- 
giflation and the improvement of the police ; peace was cllablillied at home, arts and 
tafte had begun to fpread over Germany from Italy. Bologna was the refi)rt;I|i||ll the 
German nobility. It is (rue, indeed, that they brought home with them the llPrarous 
mixture of the Roman, Papal, and Lombard law, but they allb brought home good 
manners, a knowledge of the Italian and Latin languages, and a lalte lor the fine ari.s 
and fcienccs. Erafmus of Rotterdam, Reachlin, Iluttcn, and many others, are fignal 
proofs how foon tafte was purified in Germany. Saxony in particular had feveral good 
fchools. The univerfity of Leipfick had fucceeded to the fame of that of Prague; and 
that of Wirtemberg, out of which Luther was foon to give t|te fignal for battle, was 
frequented not only by Germans, but by Hungarians, Poles, Danes, and Swedes. Lu¬ 
ther’s other writings are evident proofs how much the German language itfclf ..was culti¬ 
vated in Germany, and his tranflation of the bible teftifi’es how well the ancient lan¬ 
guages were underftood in the fchools. Indeed it is probable, that Germany would 
Lave been the firft country cnliglitencd by Italy, an 4 |/o have arrived at the prefent bril¬ 
liant mra of literature immediately, had not religious difputes difturbed the minds qf the 
people, and the war of thirty years, which followed, laid wafte the country. 

Italy, at that time the moft llourilhirig country in Europe, thought of no reformation, 
though il^probably faw ft>c religious abufes ftill more clearly than the Germans theni- 
felves. The wits of Italy amufed themfelves with fatires on the Pope, Cardinals, and 
their adherents the ^?onks and nuns. They confldered the abufes pf religion with as 
little ferioufnefs as men in the polite wcrldiook upon adultery and gallantry, which are 
now grown too univerfal for the police to have any hope of being able to reftrain them. 
Indeed the cxcefles in which Italian priefts and prelates indulged themfelves, were not of 
chat low favage kind which difgraced thofe of Germany, but accorded better with the 
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polidied mannei's, the character of the people, and focial life; and the arts, which con¬ 
tributed all they could to the outward fplendoor of religion in this country, covered 
many defeflis in the eyes of thinking men, juft as a ^quet procures admirers by a charm¬ 
ing patch, with which Ihe contrives to cover a waitW ugly fpot of another kind. When 
we add to thefe confiderations, that the commerce with the fpiritual colonics brought 
home great riches, without the leaft hazard or expeqce to the nation; that fince the 
time of Charlemagne thefe colonies had fpread almoft to the borders of the frozen fea, 
and that many Italian nobles made their fortune in the church; it will be nq wonder 
that this country took no fliare in the reformation, albeit it was fuperior to the reft of 
Kurope in philofophy and politics, and probably law the corruption with a quicker eye 
than Luther and his aftbciates. 

As to France, firice the days of FM/)> le Bel^ it had learned to fport with the holy 
fpirit of Rome. The court of Rome was no longer formidable to it. Our kings had a 
fecret underftanding with the popes, and knew how to make the vicar of Chrift fubfer- 
vient to their purpoles. Our manners too were more corredt than thofe of the Ger¬ 
mans, and our ecclefiaftics confined themfelves more within the bounds of their order 
and of honour. As a proof of this, the council of Trent found nothing to alter in the 
French difcipline, though it made a fignal revolution in the manners of the German 
ecclefiaftics. Though we had not indeed fo many brilliant writers as the Germans had, 
knowledge in general was much more univerfally fpread; and there are proofs fufficicnt 
that men faw the abufes of religion as clearly in France,’ as they did any where elfe. 
The behaviour of our envoys at the council of Conftance one hundred years before, 
and the manner in which our court united with the German Proteftants, as well as many 
other inftances of the kind that might be brought, are a plain proof that religion was 
confidered in France as a fubordinate thing to politics. 

Many other caufes befides the knowledge of-the abufes in religion, muft alfo have 
rontribigi i^ l to-^the breaking out of the reformation in Germany. Thefe are very vari¬ 
ous ; doubtlefs, one ot the principal was the pride with which the court of Rome af- 
fefted to treat the Germans; it had fo often cheated and bullied this compliant and, till 
the fifteenth century, ftupid people, that it began to imagine it might increafe the bur- 
then, ad injlnitumt without any danger of meeting with reliftance; but, according to the 
old proverb, oppreffion is th'e parent of liberty. Rome imagined that the concordate of 
Afcfmffcnburg had fecured it againft any farther attempts from the nation; but this 
agreement had had quite j^different efteft, and had made the people Jee that they were 
betrayed by the craft of the Popifti mediators. j 

Another»caufe of the reforn^ is to be fought for in the cHarafter of the nation. A 
phlegmatic man, when he once fees that he is betrayed and brought under the hamefs, 
is the moft un^Clable and ftubborn of men. The numberlefs feftaries in France, 
previous to the Reformation,’ paffcch^ like the fafiiions of the country, and were for¬ 
gotten. 

The manners of the clergy of Germany likewife contributed to produce a change. 
The nunneries were open brothels; and whenevef the prelates ,^r abbots happened to 
be the lords of manors, they exercifed their right of pmlibatimos&c the daughters of 
their tenants, in the fame manner as the temporal lords. Debauchery was not covered 
over in this country;* as in Italy and Germany, by good company and good manners. 


the unnatural vices, had their full play amongft the German ccdlefiauics. Thefe hor- 
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xid afl:s mufl: have ftruck that part of the German public, who had been polilhed by an 
acquaintance wkh t^ arts and fdences of other countries, more than they would dp the 
flupid inhabitante of a land whofe priefts went no farther than other people. 

To all thefe iiaufes there M added, the heat with which Luther can^ 

on his attack. "'The Proteftants thetnfelvcs do not deny, that the paflions of the man, 
hi8;pride and vindiiSlive fpirit, contributed much to his fuccefs. 

* We'i’reiichmen know nothing at all of Luther; both our ecclefiaftics and hiftonans 
have equally miftaken his charaaer. Even Voltaire, who was commonly fo fortunate 
in delineating features which had efcaped others, knew no more of Luther tlian, that he 
had called the Pope an afs. Luther’s writings difplay not only a large quantity of know- 
ledg(|(p»ut an uncommon fliare of wit, and at the fame lime ftrong figns of a lively 
imagj^ion. As to his wonderful humour, it is a kind of mean betwixt the manner of 
a well-fed monk, a true brother, and that of a fcnfible, learned, and patriotic profelTor 
■Oi^ the.prefent day. If wej'udge him by our prefent rules of tafte, we (hall find that he 
often falls into coarfenefs and vulgarity; but we inuft recoiled, that he had to do with 
the populace, and that his fcholars, animated by the zeal which the luft of reformation 
brought upon them, publilhed many things which he did not intend fliould fee the light. 
They began all their works with their prophet, and would not fuffer a word of his to be 
Ipli, though fpoken when he was drunk: it is thus his table converfations have come to 
be printed. You read in fome editions of them, that when the great man perceived 
that fome of the perfons prefent were writing down his jokes, he faid, “ Ye afles, how 
comes it that you pick up the excrement that I let fall ?” But it was as much owing to 
this rou^ kind of wit as to his learning, that his writings fpread fo far as they did. 
Like a truly phlegmatic man, he was irreconcileable and untradable when once he had 
been provoked. He moved heaven and earth againft the popes. From the cloyftcrs 
and jovial focieties, in which he had ipafe every body meiry at their expence, he hur¬ 
ried to the courts of princes tp uige the battlej or wrote himfelf the raoft fitter invedives 
againft them. Though he would often put himfelf into no v^ decent paffians with 
other reformers, on account of difference of opinion, he took bare always to keep the 
fovereigns he hid to do with united; a fure fi^n thatihe w^ a man of the world, who 
knew how to treat with the great, as well as with the ftnallthne* of the earth. Befides 
all tWe, And ^ove all, Luther was a good man; be k^t tl||f^penfive houfe, left debts 
him, the Proteliant princes ih GWmany of that time no great 

’“b^bur, httSiW^ ^d children fell into almoft extreme jpove^. 

'others, who in the beginnin^dhered to Luther’s party, 
ivere UQ^oubicedly more learned and experienced men than he was; but adifferent 
being ftom a mere learned man was required to ftrike ^ ftroke. It was li^effary that 
the mail who was to take the fo-ft ftep, Ihould unite pre-rnnihence of lejuning with bold- 
and intrepidity^ which feldom bill to the iHkre of a m^^f letters. He 

was alfo to be Anian ior the people, which is felOTin the cafe with a iMn of Erafmus’s 
ebarader; in irWrd, he was to.be a Luther. ' 

Some people have been willing t© deprive him of the honour of having ftruck the 
jfirft'bldw; but this isfiry immaterm,:: they fay that Zwin^fe had preached againft the 
hbufeR of the church in Switzerland before the .year 150;!^^ which Luther publiflied 
bis tbefis; it is true that Zwingle had done %tand fil j^^anv others in Germany, 
before either Zwihgle or Luther. From the n'r^of the'chnhciltof Conftance, there 
hever ba(^^ men to preach and Avrii^gainft the injuftice of the court of 

jftome, and t!^ft^om of their pens was a fingular contraft enough with the tyranny 
i^^lbe church Py^^nt. But fermons atone could do nothing; all the political ne- 
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goclations of the inofl: refpeftable courts could do nothing before Luther. To efleil 
any thing confiderable, there wanted a man to fet himfelf at the head of a large party, 
under whom all the learned men of the times would enlill, whom one of the moll: pow¬ 
erful princes of the times would fupport, and who ihould charge from fo reipeilable a 
place as the univerfity of Wirtemberg at that time was :—tliis man was Luther. Cir- 
cumftances too, mull have concurred, the inlhionce of which we cannot at this time 
calculate. Preaching alone would have done as linlc in Sw itzerland as it did in Ger¬ 
many. It was ncceffary to proceed toadicn, and to fet hiivds to work. i\ll the other 
reformations followed the example which had been fet them in that of Saxony; arul 
though other reformers afterwards broke with Luther, and fome of them went^iriher 
than he had done, they all looked up to him as their chief, and as having broke the icc 
for them. Without him, or rather without the circumltanccs which impclLd him, in 
all probability matters would never have come to action. Seiillble men would have w^-rit- 
ten fatires, they w'ould have made patriotic reprefentations, and have preached ; and in 
the end, the Pope would have been compelled to do in Germany what he bail done 
in France, from which laft kingdom the file of indulgcncies (which was the lirll lig- 
nal of rebellion iti Germany), and the great abufes, have been baniflied without re¬ 
formation. 

It is ufual for later writers to dwell much on the degree of light which the reforma¬ 
tion has fpread over the world. In my opinion, this is treating the matter in a very 
partial way, thefa£t is, that as to Germany, the illumination or the cultivation of it was 
put off for two hundred years by the reformation ; during that period, France and Italy 
became very flourifliing and enlightened countries, and Germany would undoubtedly 
have vied with them in cultivation, had not the theological dilputes banilhed philofophy, 
and the country been torn up by civil war. Even Italy flouriflied in a degree which 
Germany will not yet arrive at for fome time. Venice, Genoa, and Tufeany were fo 
enlightened, fo polilhed and, for their fize, fo powerful, that, making allowances for the 
different magnitudes of the countries, Europe has nothing at this time to produce tliat 
can compare with them. Venice alone was able to find employment for the empire 
and the whole power of Germany, and raifed the joaloufy of all the princes of thofc 
timevS. Naples alfo was a moll flourifliing ftate. As for myfelf, I confefs, that I cannot 
fee what pre-eminence .the Proteftants have a right to claim even at this day, with regard 
to general illumination, over the Catholics; for inffance, the French, and part of the 
Italians. The general enlightening of the underftanding docs not depend upon two or 
three myftcries of religion more or lefs in one country than in another. I too, fet out 
on my journey with the prejudice that the great body of Proteftants muff be more en¬ 
lightened than the Catholics ; but 1 was foon obliged to give it up, and found that many 
of our countrymen have much more knowing heads than can be found in the people 
of fevcral Proteftant countries I pafled through. Even amongft the Proteflants them- 
fclves, the know'ledge of the people is in no proportion to the fimplicity of their difl'er- 
ent religions. The Saxons, whofe religion is bj; no means fo Ample, or, as fome people 
would call it, fo philofophical as that of fome of the reformed, are, upon the whole, 
a more enlightened people than the reformed Swifs and Dutchmen: the difference 
amongft the pcafants is very Itriking. In Germany, after the darknefs in which war 
and theology had involved the country, the Catholics applied themfelves much fooner 
than the Proteftants to the fciences. Sturm, the firft improver of the Proteftant fchdols, 
in his treatife Dejnjlitutione Scholarum^ allows^ that the Jefuits had an advantage, over 
the Proteftants in the fchools, and that thefe niuft exert themfelves, if they would come 
op with them. It has been folely owing to the indolence and llupidity of the Catholic 
▼OL. VI. z nrincet. 
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princes, that the Protcftants have not only overtaken them, but-got a great way before 
them. Whilft the latter made ufe of the liberty which had been procured to theift 
ichools by the change of their religion, the former fullered the papal huntlmen to entraj) 
them under the authority of their unthinking princes; but this was not the cafe in 
France, Venice, and ctlicr Catholic countries. 

It may, I think, admit of fomc doubt, whether the abolition of the ancient church 
government did much more for the happinefs of the people, than it did for their under- 
llandings j at Ica/l in every Proteftant country I palled through, I heard the ecclefialllcs 
complain of the decay of their credit, the narrovvnefs of their circurnftances, and the 
diforders which were the confc(|uencos of them; amongft which, that they moll enu¬ 
merated and complained the moll bitterly of, was the not having a bond of union amongft 
themfelves, but every man’s being allowed to be a pope in his own circle. No doubt 
but the reformers merited much by improvements they introduced into the ecclefiaftical 
police as connected with the civil, I mean by their bahilhment of celibacy, falls, popifli 
difpenfations and indulgencies; but thefe improvements are confiftent with theexiftcnce 
of the Catholic religion, and have beerv introduced more or lefs into feveral countries. 
The trade of indulgencies is ruined almoft over the whole Catholic world. Even the 
Spaniards and Portuguefe crufades, formerly the moft produdlive of all, now bring in 
very little to the holy father. For a long time purgatory has only produced the trifling 
films which monks, religious brotherhoods, and other communities, whofe feftivals are 
connefled with indulgencies, pay for their bulls of foundation} and this fource of reve¬ 
nue is now almoft dried up; for in moft Catholic countries there are no ereftions of 
new cloyfters, nor new fraternities, nor any introduftion of new feftivals; on the coiv 
trary, they are endeavouring-as fall as they can to abolilli the old. Indeed it is only to 
the ecclefiaftics of the Catholic countries that purgatory is at all produdive; but I have 
feen the ecclefiaftics of Proteftant countries ufe artiftces to extort money from their peo¬ 
ple particularly the peafants, far more dangerous than purgatory, which, after all, pro¬ 
duced only ofierings freely given. 

The great merit of the reformers confifts in the change which their reformation 
made in the morals of the people: indulgencies, proceffions, feftivals, fafts, and the 
like, might have been cut off by the civil power, without its haying made any fepara- 
tion in the church; but no civil power can at once render a debauched, diflipated peo¬ 
ple induftrious and frugal. Luther, who was not the beft oecouomift himfelf, preached 
nothing up fo much as abftinence, frugality, and induftry. The Calvinifts went ftill far¬ 
ther 5 they taught that the world was a place of torment, and that the true life of man 
conftfted in the mortiftcation of the flefh. Their catechifni forbad all enjoyments,' and 
made a fin of laughter. A man muft read Swift’s writings to fee how much farther 
the Calvinifts went in this point than the Lutherans. It muft be owned, at the fame 
time, that this command of abftinence is the caufe why the Calvinifts are every where 
richer than the Lutherans; for they are, neither more adive nor more induftrious 
than tbefe, but, on the contrary, thejr melancholy humour, (a confequence of their 
education and their manners,) which among the common people in many countries al¬ 
moft borders on ftupidity, renders them heavy at every thing; indeed this is the rea- 
fon that they have not done fo much in the arts as either the Lutherans or the Catho¬ 
lics. I remember to have read in an Englilh Review, an eftimate of the proportion be¬ 
tween the artifts and ipgenious men produced by the Puritans or Calvinifts, and thofc 
of the tftabliflied church y, according to this account, the former ftood to the latter as 
one to fix, and yet the diffenters make two fifths of the inhabitants of England.—The 
Dutchman lives more carkingly in the midft of his money, than the Catholics and Lu- 
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therans of middling incomes in other, places; he knows no plearuroiii the whole world, 
-except that of fitting over his dilh of tea in winter to converfe about war or peace, and in 
fummer vifiting his gardenoncea week; he is tedious, and in a certaih degree torpid about 
his bufinefs, and it is to his indefetigable attention to the main chance, but Itill more 
to his niggardlinefs, that he is indebted for his riches. This is the characler of the 
Calvinift every where ; and the fpirit, which is a confequence of this melancholy hu¬ 
mour, allows fome of them frauds in the daily trade and intercourfe of life, which a 
Catholic or I.utheran would confider as manifeft cheating. They have a text of ferip- 
turc ready for all occafions, but give the preference to this, be yc wife as ferpents.—- 
The Meinnonites and Quakers arc rtill more niggardly than the Calvinilts, andj’n con- 
fequence much richer, but likewife ftill duller; thefe, as far as I can perceive, have 
no genius whatever for the arts. 

It was natural enough to expefl, that the reformation fhould here and there lead to 
abfurdities, and that men would go from one extreme to the other; but as only a part 
of the Proteftants have carried thef^ tenets to this excefs, they are as profitable to the 
whole ftatc, as they are probably pernicious to the happinefs of the individual. Though 
the immenfe riches of the Dutch contribute little to render them happier than the 
poorer people, they enable them not only to fupport the greateft w'ars for themfelves, 
but to furnifli friends and foes with confiderable fums. 

As for the Lutherans, they poflefs part of the humour of their founder, and to a 
high degree of induftiy and frugality unite a great love of pleafure and jollity, which 
makes the enjoyment of fociety. The unnatural hatred to pleafure does not damp 
their wit and good humour, and they have nothing of the favage flovenlinefs, the dark 
hypocrify, and the ill breeding, which diftinguilhes the majority of other fefts. 

By thefe regulations in the manners, we fee how powerful religion is on the hearts of 
men. Prior to this miracle, for it really was one, Germany was in a conftant frenzy; 
drinking, dancing, and intriguing, kept priefts and laity in a perpetual dream, and 
fenfelefs fpeftacles of every kind contributed their fhare to the perverfion of the un- 
derftanding; when lo ! in an inftant, the people ran from the ale-houfcs and brothels 
to church, opened their eyes, believed, and became induftrious, frugal, and aftive. 

To bring about fuch a change as this was, required a degree of refolution, which is 
only to be met with among a barbarous people, fuch as the Germans of that time were. 
When pleafure has once enervated a nation, nothing of the kind is more to be expeft- 
ed. In the fouthern parts of Germany, particularly in Bavaria, the objefl: would be 
as dilTicult to compafs as it is defirable. 


LETTER XLVII. 

Berlin, 

MYwayhither lay through Wittemberg, a good looking town, butwhich ftill preferves 
the marks of the frequent change of mailers it janderwent in the laft Silefian war, and 
which it has not yet entirely recovered. It fhould be properly the capital of the elefto- 
rate, but mull yield the firft place to Leipfick. Indeed, in point of riches and popu¬ 
lation, it is inferior to many other towns in Saxony. 

As far as the Elbe, the country is as well cultivated as Upper Saxony, and feems to 
have the fame foil; but you are hardly got a poll beyond Wittemberg, before yoa dif- 
cover a great ali^eration j inftead of the rich black foil of Saxony, you meet with no¬ 
thing but fand j there is alfo a tedious uniformity in the profpeft : there are large mo- 
rafles near the rivers, and the number of thick black woods give the whole an un- 
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pleafing appearance. Of all the- German provinces I have hitherto paffed through, 
nature leems to have treated Brandenburg the moft like a ftep-mother. 

The inhabitants endeavour to remedy the nlggardlinefs of nature by their induftry. 
Wherever the foil has allowed of any kind of agriculture, they have made the beft of 
it. The appearance of the villages and farms, as well as of their inhabitants, befpeaks 
profperity. 

My own experience confirms what feveral other travellers have obferved before me. 
The cuftom-houfe officers in Pruffia are neither fo tedious, nor fo diftreffing and vex¬ 
atious to a traveller, as thofe of Auftria; they are for the moft part intelligible, fen- 
fible men, and by no means fo defpotic and boorilh as the Auftrian gentlemen of the 
lame profeffion. 

Berlin is a remarkably beautiful and magnificent city, and may certainly be looked 
upon as one of the fined in Europe. It has nothing of the uniformity, which in the 
long run makes the appearance of moft of the new and regular built towns tirefomc. 
The architefture, the difiribution of the buildings, the appearance of the fquares, the 
plantations of trees both in thefe and the ftreets} every thing, in a word, befpeaks 
tafte and variety. 

I have been for fome days reconnoitring the town according to my common cuftora. 
Berlin is not fo large as either Paris or Vienna; it is about four miles and a half long 
from the Muhlenthory which is fouth-eaft, to the Oranienburgerihor north-weft, and 
about three miles broad from the Bernaverthor to the north-eaft, to the Potfdamerlhor 
to the fouth-weft ; but within this extenfive endofure there are many gardens, and in 
fome parts even fields taken in : there are not more than fix thoufand houfes in this 
town, whereas in Paris there are near thirty thoufand. The emptinefs of many places 
is a fingular contrail; to the magnificence of the buildings. 

Nor is the contrail of this magnificence with the circumftances of the people lefs 
ftriking. Sometimes while you are ftandiiig gazing at the beauty of the building in 
the Ionic ftyle, finely ftuccoed, with a magnificent front, and all the outward appear¬ 
ance of the habitation of a farmer-general, or at leaft a duke, on a hidden a window 
opens in the lower ftory, and a cobler brings out a pair of boots and hangs them un¬ 
der your nofe, in order to dry the leather. As you are loft in wonder at this phasnorae- 
non, tliefecond ftory opens, and a breeches-maker treats you with a pair of new waffl¬ 
ed breeches; a little while after another window opens in the fame ftory, and a taylor 
hangs out a waiftcoat before you, or a woman empties a dilh of potatoe parings on your 
head : well, you go on a few fteps farther, and come to a palace of the Corinthian or¬ 
der, which looks like a houfe belonging to a miftrefs of the king, or of one of the prin¬ 
ces of the blood. Scarce have your wandering eyes reached the top, but you are fa- 
luted by a Jew from the ?ittic ftory, who alks you whether you have any thing to fwqp ; 
you call your eyes a ftory lower, and behold Ihirts hanging out to dry, which belong 
to an officer, who is lhaving himfelf, and whom you would hardly conceive to have 
two Hurts belonging to him. You raarph on through two or three ftreets of the fame 
kind, and in all of them fee inhabitants of the fame fort j at laft you arrive at the houfe of 
a general officer, as you eafily difeover by the guard before the door j but you fee 
neither porter nor running footmen, nor any thing of the train of attendants of the no¬ 
bility at Vienna. 

I have now been three days in the houfe of a privy-counfellor, and am fortunate 
enough to have a lord of the war-office for my fellow tenant. It was impoffible for 
me to remain at the inn. The hoft made bows upon bows, and was fo very civil, 
that 1 had my fufpicions of him the very firft moment j nor was I miftaken, for upon 
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my flaying dinner the next day at a gentleman*s houfe, for whom I had letters of re¬ 
commendation from Drefden, at my return he made his remarks upon it; and the day 
after took it in ferious dudgeon, that I would not leave a fine garden and good com¬ 
pany, I had ftrolled to, and walk three miles home to add another item to his reckon¬ 
ing. We were however reconciled ; but as he perceived I was one of thofe who did 
not hold long converfation with inn keepers, he came into my room, and would read 
me the Berlin newfpapers, which for lies and nonfcnfe are not behind hand with the 
French ones. As he was going on with the weighty and important intelligence, that 
a Prullian general had died of the gout j that his Royal Highnefs Prince Henry was 
gone a journey to Rhinlberg ; that a perfon in the Nezvmark, who, was a man of let¬ 
ters, was afllifted with the cholic; and that the wife of a general officer in Silefia was 
fafely delivered of a daughter, I fnatched the paper out of his hands. He took this af¬ 
front fo civilly, that I was on the point of forgiving the infolence of the night before, 
when he gave me to underftand, that he W’ould provide me with a companion to fleep 
with, as well as with my board, if I chofe it; upon this I immediately went out to look for 
a private houfe, it being a maxim with me, that every inn keeper who is a bawd, is of 
courfe a cheat. In general the inn-kcepers of this place feem to be a peculiar kind of 
people; they are all outrageoufly civil at firft, but extremely furly when they meet 
with any one who does not choofe to be impofed on by them; there is likewife no end 
of their impertinent queftions, and when they have no girls in the houfe, they make it 
no fecret, that this is an article which they undertake to provide ftrangers with. They 
have lids in which the ladies of the neighbourhood are forted according to their prices, 
and a fervant is always ready to fetch the wares which the flranger bargains for. My 
landlord, the privy-counfellor, allured me, that there was hardly one landlord in twen¬ 
ty who did not deal in this trade. 

A traveller who comes out of Bohemia into Saxony, is apt to be flruck with the 
dearnefs of provifions in the latter; but it is nothing to w'hat he meets with when he 
comes from Saxony hither. Several caufes contribute to this ; among which may be 
enumerated the natural poverty of the country in feveral commodities, the high cuf- 
toms, and many monopolies. To give you a fmall idea of the latter, the meafure of 
wood, which you know cofts a trifle at Paris, here comes to a guinea and a half, not- 
w'ithftanding that Brandenburg is full of woods of all forts. Indeed the fmall quantity 
of money in circulation, and the price of every neceflary of life, forms a ftrong con¬ 
trail betwixt this place and Vienna. At Vienna you are amazed that, with fuch a cir¬ 
culation of money, every thing can be fo cheap, and here can hardly conceive how, 
with fo fmall a proportion of cafli, every thing can be fo dear. Conceive that you pay 
fix or feven livres here for a bottle of Burgundy which has nothing but the name of 
Burgundy; our common wines of Orleanois, llle de France, Guyenne, &c. fell for 
three or four livres a bottle. Indeed the King is a little too hard upon the drinkers of 
wine. 

_ In all the private houfes I have hitherto feen, there prevails a rigid ceconomy in the 
kitchen, cellar, and indeed in every part: the only article of expence is drels ; but 
you fee that the belly has been pinched for the fake of powder and rulHes. The la¬ 
dies drefs in the falhion, and 1 faw fome ornaments in very great tafte, and very 
rich. 

There is no town in Europe, except Conftantinople, which has fo numerous a gaV- 
rifon as Berlin has ; it confills of twenty-fix thoufand men. tor a little money you 
may have every thing done for you by a foldicr j they clean your ft.03s, walh, mend, 
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pimp, and in fliort do all that is done elfewhere by Savoyards and old women. They are 
alio in ihe cuftom of begging ofilrangers, not abfolutely charity, but fomcthing to drink ; 
^ith which, however, they comiitonly purchafe fomcthing to eat, as the Sprey has 
water enough to quench iheii- third. • They are not fo furly as the Imperial troops, 
and you meet with feveral fenfible men arnongft them. 

As far as 1 can hitherto fee of the people of this place, they are better provided, as 
to the upper region or head, than the inhabitants of Vienna, but cannot vie witli 
them in the middle regions, the belly, and the pockets. The vacuum in thofe, par¬ 
ticularly the purfe, may eafily be difeovered by an attentive obferver, and it ilrikcs a 
ftranger forcibly. They have indeed fo little refpeft for the eyes and cars of the pub¬ 
lic, that officers and counfellors will drive a bargin for guilders with Jews in a public 
coffee-hpufe; a thing I faw with my own eyes the day after I arrived here. The mer- 
thMts, manufadurers, and that part of the nobility which have places, deal fo rnyf- 
terioully in all matters of money, that you find it very difficult to diftinguifh them 
from thofe who have not any. On the other hand, you obferve here fuch an informa¬ 
tion with regard to the date of the country, fuch a freedom in difeourfing on the mea- 
furcs of government,^ fuch a national pride, fuch a participation in every public occur¬ 
rence ; and in the military and civil officers, fuch an activity for the date, and (not- 
withdanding their fmall falaries) fuch a jealoufy of doing their duty, that in all thefe 
refpeds you would think yourfelf in London. This is an evident fign that the fpirii 
of a people does not depend upon the form, but on the adminidration of a government j 
nnd that patriotifm is not the exclufive privilege of republics. They talk here about 
the King*s regulations, as well as about his mlffions and commij/ions^ with a degree of 
freedom, that you would only exped to find in an Englifhman. 

^ Though I have been here but a fhort time, I think I can take upon me to contra- 
did an opinion which has pretty generally gone abroad, upon the authority of fome 
gentlemen who have travelled pod through the country, about the myjlerioufncfs of 
this government. It is faid that there is a cloud round the King’s operations, and 
that all is fuppoited by his power j for my own part, I have not feen a more open or 
more popular government than this is, that of England itfelf not excepted. The whole 
plan of adminidration appears to me fo plain, and at all times fo open to every man’s 
.infpedion, that I cannot conceive how fo falfe an edimate can have been made. Some 
Englijhmen, who think that the effence of liberty confids in bubbling, and giving 
vent in parliament to every fpecies of ill-huniour, and who, from their imprudence 
and felf-fufficiency, are the word obfervers that travel, have mod probably fpread 
this opinion. It is not, however, neceflary to be long in the country to difeover that 
the King is no fonder of clandedine meafures than he is of his power. The depart¬ 
ment of foreign affaire, and poflibly fome things which relate to the difeipline ot the 
army, are the only thmgs which are kept in fome obfeurity j and furely no man will 
cxpe£I that the King will fuffer his correfpondence with his ifiiniders, and the fecret of 
his treaties, to be printed and fold ia the diops: but I will talk to you more at length 
about this another time. 


LETTER XLVIII. 

r , . Berlin. 

rORGIVE me, brother, for having made you wait fome time for a letter, but I 
have made feveral excurfions through the country, and will now fit down to give you 
an account of my peregrinations. 


I was 
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I was three days at Potfdam. This city has (till finer houfes in it than thofe at Ber¬ 
lin ; but, like thcle, they are inhabited only by perfons of the lower and middling 
ranks. The fituation ofAhe town was much extolled to me, and for a country with fo 
much famencfs in it as Brandenburg has, it may pafs for a fine one. Neither, how¬ 
ever, the buildings nor the fituation were the chief objeds of my vifit here; what I 
came for was to fee the King, who has for fo many years been the god of the Parifian 
idolatry, the wonder of all Europe, the mafter and terror of his foes, and, in fhort, 
who throughout all the neighbouring dates is called I'he King par excellence. I was 
told that I might very eafily be prefented to him ; but I have always thought it a great 
piece of impertinence to think fo lightly of the leifure of a mighty monarch, as to in¬ 
troduce yourfelf to him without the fmalleft pretenfion. I had the good fortune to 
fee him twice on horfeback on the parade, where, however, he is not fo regular an at¬ 
tendant as formerly. 

All the prints I have hitherto feen of him are only half lengths; but there are many 
copies of a very good pidlure, in which he is drawn at full length. You may feen one 

of thefe at Madam S-’s, at Paris, and they are fo common here, that you meet with 

them in feveral inns. The original was painted by an Italian, who having been ex- 
' tremely fortunate in hitting off the likenefs, the King fuffered copies of the picture to 
be taken by many good mafters here, and made prefents of them to feveral German 
princes, and thus the copies have become common. Heavily as the hand of age now 
I'cems to lie on this immortal man, the very ftrong likenefs of the face ftill remains. 
The King of Pruflia is hardly of the middling fize, but ftrong built and thick fet. His 
body is now much bent, and his head ftiakes, but his eyes are ftill piercing, and roll 
about when he is obferving. Peace, order, refolution, and carneftnefs are marked upon 
his face. There is likewife that particular look about him which is common to ail great 
perfonages, and which I fljould call indifference to all that furrounds him, were it not 
that you fee evidently, that he takes an uncommon intereft in the things which he con¬ 
ceives fpecially to belong to his province. The editor of Voyages en differenU Pays de 
I’EiiropCi Mr. Pilati, fays, that every thing at Berlin and Potfdam is carried on in filence, 
;md that nothing can be known either of the King’s private life, or of his public afl'airs. 
There is an univerfal opinion of the kind gone out about this court: If you will believe 
fome Englilhmen, efpecially Mr. Wraxall, the genfus which animates the Pruffian mo¬ 
narchy, is a man-hating, light-fliining genius, who in imperceptible darknefs ftrikes con- 
ftantly at the eftates of the fubjefts and lays fnares for them. It is impoflible to form a 
falfer judgment of the King.. Mr. Pilati, who contradifts himfelf in more places than 
one, fays in another part of his letters, that the King’s hours are fo regularly diftributed, 
that at any time you may know what he is then doing. Indeed the true caufc why fo 
little is to be faid of the King’s private life, is the great fimplicity and regularity of it. 
Here is no minifter to enter into intrigues with, to ruin a man of honour who ftands 
in his way } no raiftrefs whofe humour a man muft ftudy to get the favourable minute 
to obtain a right, or have juftice done him for an injury, or of whofe adventures he 
mull keep a regifter, to revenge himfelf on her by bon-mots, epigrams, and anec¬ 
dotes j—^no queen to puzzle and perplex the court every morning with the very great 
problem^ whether Ihe has flept with her hulband or not, whether flic is breeding or 
not, and whether the falhion will not undergo fome revolution, commanded by Her 
Majefty, in the courfe of the enfuing week. The princes and prineelTes of the blood 
have neither difputes for precedency to fettle, nor cabals to contrive, nor large play 
debts to difeharge,* nor any of the mighty bufineffes which are the daily occupations of 
other courts to difpatch j the King neither hunts nor goes to balls or theatres (a few 
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Operas only excepted); he has no occafion to advife with a minifter of finance, how, or 
from what funds the miilrefs’s new drefs, or her new houfe, or her new garden, or 

her joumeyto - fliall be paid;—nothing is undertaken liere for which the money is not 

ready. The King of Priiffia has neither ikvouriie, nor confeifor, nor court fool (who, 
tmttaiis fnulandh, is flill in good credit in the other courts of Germany, and whofe part 
the confeflbr tni>/lly plays). 

Under thefe circumflances, the court anecdotes of the day mull necefiarily be very 
few; but yet the King gives himfelf fo little trouble to be concealed, that as the Eng- 
lifhtnan, Moore obferves, it is no difficult matter to arrive at his bed-chamber unper- 
ccived : he is furrounded neither by a guard or a fwann of footmen and valets ds 
chambre ; he often walks alone in the gardens of Sans Soucy, and wherever he is, 
except at a review, no man is kept at a diltance. 

It is owing to the fame fimplicity and order which obtains in his private life, that the 
operations of the King of Pruffia’s government make fo little noife. Whoever con- 
fiders his adminiftration as myfterious, or his dealings as eflablifhed in intrigue, falls into 
the error lb common to all us mortals, of thinking there is intrigue wherever there is 
fimplicity; hence it is, that we do not fee the truth that is under our nofes. Some¬ 
times, however, a man’s over zeal works out fomewhat bitter from his own gall, and 
this 1 conceive to have been Mr. Wraxall’s cafe. 

It is true, that the King neither holds Hated councils, nor yet a Lit de Jujlice ; he has 
no parliament whofe members are promoted for their flatteries, and banilhed for their 
oppofiiion. The princes of the blood have no opportunity of compelling him by repre- 
fentatiom or protcjlations againft bis rneal'ures, either to forbid them appearing at court 
on certain days, or to pay their debts ; men of honour are not banifhed from him by 
Lettres de Cachet, nor can the minillers cabal againft them ; neither is this King com¬ 
pelled to appeal to the love and patriotifin of his fubjefts, as often as the invention of 
the minifter of finance is exhaufted, and the poor man has no artifice, fave flattery, left 
to wring the laft penny from their purfes; he knows nothing of ftate lotteries, nor of 
annuities, nor of loans, nor of new vingtiemes, nor of augmenting the capitation; he has 
no dons grahiits to expeft from his clergy, nor is he obliged to threaten them with re¬ 
formation in religion, if they will not make him the prefents required; he has no bifhops 
nor forbonne, who imprifon fenfible men, and take away their charadter in the public 
eftimation, in order to preferve their own places; his minifters can neither make par¬ 
ties amongft themfelves, nor play at the blind cow with him.—All this mud in truth 
render the government very uniform, and aifords very little fubjedl for news. 

I fpent many days in confidcring in what part of this adminiftration it would be pof- 
fible to introduce myftery, without being able to make a probable conjedbure. There 
is, indeed, a myftery incidental to foreign affairs, from the very nature of them, which 
even the Englilh miniftry contrive religioufly to conceal from the eyes of parliament; 
but as to home occafions, neither the religion, the nobility, nor any part of the ftate is 
ever at variance with the whole. Far from endeavouring to undermine the rights of 
the nobility, the King takes all poflTible pains .to maintain them in the full polFeffion of 
them. He has aflifted the Silcfian nobility, who are the moft powerful in his country, 
by lending them large fums of money, at one and a half per cent. The fame thing has 
been done for the nobility of other countries who have wanted his affiftancc. No com¬ 
munity, city, or religious order, is in the lead danger of having their privileges intruded 
upon, as long as they are not detrimental to the advantage of the whole. The rich 
cloyllers in Silefia and the Weftern PruflTia, have not the leaft thing Ito apprehend. 
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The Pnifllan government is generally coiificlercci in other countries as the moft defiir- 
tlc that exifts, though, in fad, nothing can be lei’s fo, 'i'lie maxim wiiich is the foun- 
elation of the Britifli conllitution, Lex in regno /m jupaiorcs babet Dem ei Regem, is no 
where fo well obferved as it Is here. People will not furcly call a rigid obfervation of 
the laws which promote the good of the Hate dcfpoiifm ; and what iuHanccs are there 
of the King’s ever having allowed himfclf any thing that befpoke arbitrary fontiments ? 
In no counli 7 are the rights of reafon, the rights of nature, the culloms, and particular fla- 
tutes which do not militate againft the happinefs of the whole, better obferved and guard¬ 
ed than they are in the Prutlian dominions. No where does government direft all its 
Heps fo exadly according to the rule of right as it docs licre. The HrongcH proof that 
can be given of this alTertion, is the confideration of the adminiHration of finances. 
Taxes are the only mark of univerfal defpotifm, all other a£ls of power aft’eding only 
particular perfons, and chiefly thofe who for their own intercH fubjeft thcmfclvcs to 
them ; but taxes are levied equally upon all the people. Let us therefore fee how it is 
w ith taxes in the Pruffian dominions. 

Exclufivc of the crown lands, mines, manufaftures, and other revenues of royalty, 
the finance fyHem of the King of Pruflia reHs upon the two'plaineH grounds that can 
be, the taxes and cuHoms. The taxes fall upon the nioH numerous and moH ufeful 
clafs of the people, to wit, the farmers and holders of land ; and they are as moderate 
when compared with the value of things, as thofe of any other country in Europe. The 
farmers in the Pruflian dominions, as the Englifliman Moore himfelf acknowledges, 
are as well off as thofe of any other country whatever : they compofe at leaH three- 
fourths of the King’s fubjeds ; and the good circumHances of fo large a part of the na¬ 
tion, is a good compenfation in tho eyes of humanity for the nobility not being fo rich 
as in England and France. In both thefe countries the farmers, though they con- 
Hitute what is properly called the nation, or people, are the laH thought of by govern* 
ment. 

It is worth while to compare the Hate of the Englifli farmers with that of the Pruffian 
ones; as it is by fuch comparifons alone that we can form to ourfelves diHind notions 
. of liberty and defpotifm, as well as of the little dependance that is to be placed on the 
accounts of things given by Englifli travellers, who are wont to treat as Haves all nations 
who have no nabobs, nor lords, nor corrupt brawlers in parliament, nor yet a king 
whom every rafeal is at liberty to throw dirt at under the niafk of patriotifm. 

1 he fubflantial Englifli farmers cannot be taken into our comparifon, on account of 
the fmallnefsof their numbers; for, according to the accounts theEnglifh writers thera- 
fclves give, they hardly make the fixtieth part of the whole, and are exadly what the 
poffeffors of fmall eflates and the farmers of the crown lands are here; or rather 
the number of thefe is much greater in Pruflia than that of the fubflantial farmers in 
England. 

The number of yeomen, freeholders, and copy-holders, who have the right of chufing 
members of parliament, isalfover)' fmall, and it is^ well known that their right of eledion 
is a vain title. The nobility, whofe tenants they are in great meafure, or wlio can bring 
them under their dominion various ways, rob them of their votes either by open power 
orfecret bribery. 

In the prefent ftate of things in England, the farmer has evidently no fliare in the le- 
gillation ; he is in the ftrongeft fenfe of the word, a flavc of a fuperior order. He is 
compelled to go as a foldier or failor to America, or the Eaft or Weft Indies, and the 
higheft and lefs numerous clafs of the people enjoy the fruits of his labours. The quati- 
tiiy of gold which he brings back to England, at the expence of fais blood, raifes the 
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price of things, fo that he is not able to export the produce of his lands; an<l a part of 
the bed land in Europe mull have remained uncultivated, had not parliament granted 
fuch large bounties on exportation, as enabled the holders of it to fupport the compe¬ 
tition of other nations: nor can even this precarious ftate of the corn trade laft longer 
than till fuch times as the navy of Ruflia and other dates, which border on Poland, lhall 
improve. As foon as lluflia and PrulEa Ihall have a fufficient navy, and the agriculture 
of Poland is become what it is capable of being brought to, the Englilh corn trade will 
of courfe be dellroyed. That fyilem of convenience, which Great Britain has taken up 
for fo many years paft in defiance of juftice and the law of nations, is as opprefiive to 
the farmer, as it is advantageous to the nobility and trading part of the country. It 
is the former who muft fight out the wars which this fyftem introduces; they are prin¬ 
cipally affeded by the ftagnation and fiill of national credit, the immenfe debt of the 
country, and the exchange of coin for paper-money. The increafe of taxes, in the cafe 
of a war, all fall ultimately upon them, as this event at once takes a great number of 
hands from the plough, and the internal confumption is leffened by the abfence of fo 
many thoofand men from their native country. The dangers of the fea, and the poli¬ 
tical ftate in which Great Britain has been for thefe fourfcore years paft, almoft confine 
their corn trade to the countries from which the largeft quantities are exported in time 
of peace. A long war neceflarily occafions a great increafe of ftreet robbers and thieves, 
who are all of the clafs of farmers, and are a new plague to the country people. The 
wars England has been engaged in during the laft century, which taken altogether oc¬ 
cupy half that period, have diminilhed the population, to the great detrijflent of agricul¬ 
ture. Whatever is faid of the population of Englahd, it does not bear any proportion to 
thofe of France, Italy, and Germany, the fize of the refpedive countries being taken 
into the account. In thefe countries there are two thoufand five hundred men to every 
fquare mile, and in England hardly one thoufand nine hundred; and yet it has a greater 
proportion of the neceflaries of life than any country. 

Blinded by a falfe appearance of freedom, the Englilh farmer thinks that he is fight¬ 
ing for the good of his country, whilft in fa£l he is fighting to fupport the vices of the 
great. This the true caufe why fome Englilh writers have thought, that inftruQiing 
farmers prejudiced the ftate, and have contended for keeping them in a ftate of favage 
barbarity, as a thing effential to the happinefs of the whole. The true meaning of this 
is, that the nation would have foldiers and failors to fight through ftorms and batteries 
for a freedom which hardly a twentieth part of the nation pofleffes. 

Dr. Moore thinks that the King of j^uflia’s reafon for contributing fo much to the 
profperity of his farmers is, that they may fupply him with foldiers. None but an Eng- 
Hlhman, who is ufed to diftort every thing to the opinion which heft foils his prejudices, 
could bave had fuch an idea. Hardly two-fifth of the Pruffian army confift of farmers 
ions; above half are foreigners, and the other half is made up equally from town and 
country. Pilati flatly contradifls Moore in this particular. He informs us, that the 
Pruffian armies are made up of men^ which ancient Rome vfould not have accepted of 
for her defenders, to wit, manufafturers. I lhall not take up your time nor my own in 
writing down any more of thefe conceits, which only make a fenfible man laugh. The 
King of Pruffia, as the reafon of things direfts, and far differently from the Englilh le- 
giflature, confiders the peafants as the moll ufeful methbers of the community. He 
does not trouble himfelf with foreign colonies, which deprive the land of the hands ne- 
ceffary to till it, and which the peaXant is obliged to defend for the advantage of the dif- 
fipated part of the nation. His fyftem of politics refts neither on being maft^ of the 
fea, nor on the vanity of interfering in all the concerns of the European powers, for the 
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fake of Iiaving the doubtful name of the maintainer of the balance and frcedorh of Eu¬ 
rope, which has embroiled the Englifh in fo many wars, whatever may have been falfely 
laid to the contrary. His peafants, as I will Ihejv you in a future letter, are in no danger 
of being the viftims of ambition, as thofe of England conftantly are. It is impolfible for 
the Prullians ever to be put to the difficulty of not being able to part with what their 
land produces. In England, according to the account of the beft politicians, large tra£l:s 
of the beft land is uncultivated. In Pruflia, even the dry fands are ploughed. In Eng¬ 
land a man of fortune has it in his power to put a forced price upon the corn in the 
market to his own profit, and to the great detriment of the neighbouring farmers. 
Here the country is not only free from all fuch afts of power of the nobility, but the 
king, by wife regulations and by magazines, contrives to keep the corn at a conftant 
high price : this he effefts by wife regulations, and laying out large funis to keep his 
granaries always full. The bounty granted by the Englifh patliament for the exporta¬ 
tion of com, bears no proportion to the fums fpent by the King of Pruflia on the im¬ 
provement of agriculture. He not only gives thofe who are inclined to improve the wafte 
lands, wood for building, cattle, and ftock of all kinds, but lays out large fums of mo¬ 
ney amongft the poor farmers. For feveral years paft he has given the inhabitants of 
the Middlemark alone 16,000 thalers a year, and, according to a computation made, he 
gives every year about 700,000 guilders i. e. 2,500,000 French livres amongft the poor 
farmers. The yearly out-goings for colonies, caufeways, canals, &c. all which have the 
advancement of agriculture in view, coft him no lefs. The great advantage which the 
Pnilfian farmer has over the Engliih, that which renders him, without a doubt, the freeft 
and happieft farmer upon earth, is, that his land tax is never increafed j this circum- 
ftance alone would be fufficient to filence all the clamoum raifed about Prulfian def- 
p<jtifm, were the perfons who raife them capable of any fliame, or did they take any 
trouble to fee more .of the country than it is poflible they fliould fee by riding poll 
through it. 

The taxes in the King of Prullii's dominions are fubjeS to no alteration. In the very 
prefliire of the Silefian war, when all Europe thought that the Pruflian country muft be 
drained to the uttermoft farthing, they were not raifed a fix-pence ; and had the war 
been longer and ftill more violent, they would not have been raifed. This is due to the 
perfefl: knowledge which the king has of the ftate of the country, and his averfion to 
defpoiifm and arbitrary power. He knew that taxes are doubly diftrefling to the farmers 
amidft the defolations and diftrefles of war, and that any increafe of them muft be ex¬ 
tremely pernicious, at a time when from the abfence of the troops the confumption of 
the produce is leflbned, the country plundered by incurfions of the enemy, and many 
ufeful hands taken from the plough. 

Mr. Pilati, who does juftice to the King’s attention to the improvement of agriculture, 
concludes what he fays on this fubjecl with this remark; ** Notwithftanding all that the 
King has done to promote it, agriculture will not flourifhin thePruflian dominions, on 
account of the fmallnefs oPthe circulation.” I could obferve no diftrefs arifingfrom any 
circumftance of this kind; on the contrary, what I faw of the drefs, the furniture of 
their houles, and the way of life, bofpoke a degree of cafe, which approached very nearly 
to luxury; indeed, it appears a priori^ that the inhabitants of the country cannot be ex- 
pofed f6 that want of money which is felt in the grettt towns ; they are the great canals, 
or, if I may be allowed the expreflion, the great refervoirs of the gold, which comes .to 
them through the (mall canals of the ftate, and returns from them through fmall canals 
to the body. The whole machine of government i.s caiculatsd for thdr benefit \ they 
feel the excife and monopolies lefs than any perfons, and may free thcxtifelves entirely 
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from th .ir burthens, if, according to the King’s paternal requifition, they will abflain 
from luxury. It is the manufacturers, artilts, petty tradefmen, and above all, the lower 
and niiiklling inhabitant!; of the great cities, who are compelled to confumc the produc¬ 
tions of the country, and the farmer has all the benefit of it; indeed, the whole Pruffiaa 
fyllcm of cullonis is adapted for the peculiar advantage of the latter ; for inltance, the 
obje0; in the extravagant duties on foreign wines, is to compel the people to drink the 
beer of the country, in the making of which the farmer employs his barley and his hops. 
The folciier gives every thing to the farmer ; his clothing, his eating, his drinking, all 
contribute to the profperity of the inhabitants of the country. An evident reafon why 
the I’rufiian farmers mull be the very people who can know no want of money, is, that 
the produftions of the country are much dearer than they arc in any of the neighbouring 
countries, though the fale is much greater. 

I have read in a German review the account of a work, the author of which attempts 
to prove, that the advantages enjoyed by the Prullian farmers over the otlier orders of 
the Rate, will Ibme lime or other prove dangerous to the conRitution ; but is it not na¬ 
tural, is it not republican, is it not confonant to the dignity of man to conceive, that the 
noR ufeful, and moR numerous part of a community fhould have the greateR authority 
in it? Shall a parcel of lords pofl'efs all the advantages of that freedom which the farmer 
is obliged to give his blood to defend ? 

Mr. Pilati, who often contradifts what he has proved, and often proves what he has 
contradicted, makes a remark in his account of Sicily, which, though it does not agree 
with what he himfelf had faid before of the Rate of agriculture in Pruffia, does great ho¬ 
nour to the Pruflian adminiRration. After having contraRed the profufe bleflings of 
nature in this ifland, with her Rep-mother treatment of the countries under the Pruflian 
dominions, he tells us, that notwithRanding this, the Prulfian farmers are happier than 
thofe of Sicily. What a god-like adminiltration muR that be, which makes the inha¬ 
bitants of a fandy waRe happier than the poflTeflrors of a country, which both ancient and 
modern writers extol as a miracle of fruitfulnefs and wealth! The land in Sicily pro¬ 
duces a hundred fold, and in Pruffia it is a miracle when the mays yields feven or eight 
.times, and the corn twelve or fifteen times, what has been fown. The Sicilians, befides 
the corn trade, have oil, filk, wine, citrons, oranges, fugar, and feveral other moR va¬ 
luable articles. T’he Pruflians have only a few turnips, crab-applcs, and nuts; and yet 
the latter are richer than the former; and is it not far more honourable to the admi- 
niflration of Pruffia, that notwithRanding the niggardlinefs of nature, the greateR part of 
the inhabitants are happier than if it poflefled a dozen Lords Clive, Cavendilh, and Bal¬ 
timore, and three fcore Dukes Pignatelli, Monteleone, and Matalone ? If one confiders, 
as it is juR to do, the very unfavourable foil that was to be worked upon, it will appear 
that the King has done wonders in agriculture. I faw feveral tra£ls of cultivated land, 
which fourteen or fifteen years ago were barren fands. The number of villages and 
houfes in his feveral dominions, which he has either made, or fo improved, that they 
are not to be known again, amounts^to feveral hundreds. As the morafles contain fome 
of the beR land here, he fpends iramenfe Runs in drying them j upon the whole, you 
fee that agriculture here, is what nature preferibes it lhall be, the ground-work of every 
political operation of the country. The miniRers and privy-counfellors dedicate to the 
improvement of it thofe private hours, which in other countries they give to pleafure, 
play, or caballing for each others places. The prime miniRer Herijbergy who, in every 
fenfe of the word, is one of the greateR men of the prefent century, has an eRate fome 
miles from hence, in the improvement of which he fpends his hours of relaxation from 
the cares of Rate. In almoR every village you meet with a nobleman, whofe principal 
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occupation is agriculture, and who pofleffes the art of making his amufement and bufi- 
nols coincide. In order to find out to what produce the foil of Pruffia is bed adapted, 
they not only import feeds from Poland, Rulfia, England, Sicily, and the other countries 
of Europe, but have made feveral fine experiments with corn from Barbary and Egypt, 
'i'he moil brilliant sera of the King’s government, in his own eyes, is that which is dif- 
tiiiguHhed by foine ufeful improveuient in agriculture. I was told an anecdote which 
does him more honour than the Emperor of China derives from opening the ground 
with a golden plough. There is a privy-counfellor here of the name of Brenkenhoft', a 
man who, born without a penny, had made himfelf worth millions by his induft^. This 
gentleman, fome years fince, diftinguilhed himfelf by his improvements in agriculture. 
Amongft other things, he ferit for rye from Archangel, which fucceeded fo well, that 
by degrees they begged his feeds all through Pomerania, Silefia, Brandenburgh, and 
Pruflia; and the country gained confiderable fums, which before ufed to be paid to the 
Poles and Ruflians for this corainodity. In confcquence of this, whenever Mr. Bren- 
kenhoff has any thing to afk of the King for himfelf or the province, he always couches 
his requeft in the following manner : “ Had not 1 brought rye from Archangel, Your 
Majefty and your fubjefts would have been without fo many thoufands you now poffefs; 
it is therefore fit and proper that you likewife grant me my requeft.” The King not 
only makes it a rule never to deny him any thing he alks, but has often faid, “ Bren¬ 
kenhoft" is the moft extraordinary man born in this country under my adminiftration, 
and I am proud of him.” Mr. Brenkenhoff has imported large quantities of camels and 
buffaloes from Afia, for the improvement of agriculture. The race of the latter thrive 
very well under the Pruflian iky. I have likewife feen fome of them at Saltzburg, 
where, notwithftaiiding the fouthem fituation, the climate is not warmer than it is in 
Pruflia; but the lazinefs of this animal renders all his other advantages of no account. 
The experiment with camels was attended with no fuccefs. The rearing cf flieep, and 
cultivation of tobacco are, after the com trade, the great refources of this country. They 
alfo make a large quantity of coarfe filk, but this is rather the entertainment of fpecu- 
lative farmers, than a regular produce of the country. The nobility, clergy, and pof- 
feifors of great eftates, are the only ones who attend to it. It is, however, very remark¬ 
able, that there are twelve thoufand pounds of filk wove every year in Pruflia j whilft 
Hungary, whofe climate is undoubtedly as favourable to this produce as any country ia 
Europe, cannot raife above feven or eight thoufand pounds worth, notwithftanding all 
the pains taken by government for the improvement of this branch of commerce. Once 
again, brother, I muft repeat it, the Pruflian land-holders, who are fecured againft every 
arbitrary impofition, and in every poflible way fupported and protefted, are a greater 
fymptom of national liberty, than a dozen fat lords, or a corrupt parliament. In my 
next letter I will fpeak to you of the people who really feel the prcfliire of cxcifii and 
monopolies, and amongft whom there is of courfe extreme poverty. 

I cannot fend away thus letter without obferving, that the very way in which the King 
exercifesthe fundions of government, is a plain proof of his not having any fecret or 
myfterious views with refped to any of his fubjeds. A defpot, who is not to be con¬ 
fined by any regard to reditude and juftice, who is always diftinguifhing betwixt his 
own advantage and the utility of the whole, and who wants to cheat his people without 
their obferving it, muft have either fools for his minifters, whom he may cheat as he 
docs the people, or he muft have a favourite, whom he can make ufe of for his myfte¬ 
rious purpofes. Neither of thefe is the cafe with the King of Pruflia. His minifters and 
counfellors are all of them the moft enlightened patriots; and many of them would make 
a figure as men of letters, if they had time, or would give themfelves the trouble of 
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writing. With regard to a favourite, the very name is unknown in this country. Vol¬ 
taire, the Marquis D’Argens, Algarotti, Qumtus Idlius, and Bafliani, were only the 
companions of idle hours, and knew lefe of the government than any body, as Voltaire 
has^ often proved by his bon mots. Thefe beaux ejj^rits were obliged to keep within 
their proper fphere, and never could bring the King to be ftimiliar vrith them, how little 
foever he made them feel the difference of rimk in the ordinary affairs of life. 

The King pofTeffes the rare and great talent of letting himfelf down to every man, 
without forgetting himfelf in the leaft. His reader and fecretary dare not bring him 
either complsunt or petition. The King appears to be exceedingly miftruftful of him¬ 
felf, and to fear leaft his dsuly converfation and familiarity with all forts of people fhould 
lead him into error. His fecretary, who paffes fo many hours of every day with him in 
private, muft lay all the bufinefs to be done before him in form. His minifters are the 
only perfons he refers to j they are the executors of his will. 

It has been frequently obferved, that no King upon the face of the earth is fo well 
ferved as the King of Pruf&a, though there is none who pays his fervants fo ill. But 
thefe good fervants are not to be procured by mere feverily ; they muft have obferved, 
that the Kng far excels them in underftanding, and that he himfelf ftridly adheres to 
the rules of juftice and equity, which he lays down for the condud of others. Had they 
difcovered a weak fide, either in the head or heart of the monarch, there would have 
been an end of their good fervices. It is only to his extreme impartiality, his juftice, 
and his fuperior underftanding, that we muft afcribc the aftivity and order in the Pruf- 
fian courts of juftice. No pnnce of the blood has the flighteft advantage over a farmer 
in a law-fuit. When a difpute happens with a fubjed upon any part of the domain or 
crown lands, there is no judge who dares have a leaning towards the King’s fide) on 
the contrary, in this cafe they are ordered to have a leaning againft him. The fame 
averfion to defpotifin leads him to make it no fecret, that he does not think the kings 
of the earth are placed here as gods of it, and vicegerents of the Almighty. He looks 
upon the royal dignity as a ftation, which, like that of a general, and many others, has 
been eftablimed through human difpofitions, and to whiai, in confequence of thefe dif- 
pofitions, birth alone gives a title. He makes as little ufe of religion as he does of po¬ 
litics, to blind his people, or keep op his authority by faith and opinion, 'fhe confciouf- 
nefs that he is capable of no injuftice or ad of power, can alone fet him above this 
Machiavelian policy. To conclude my thefis, that the King is nothing lefs than a defpot, 
I muft obferve, that he has no over-bearing paifion; fame is by no means his purfuit; 
he defpifes all the applaufe pf men from his heart. The great phyfiognomift, Lavater, 
muft have obferved in his countenance, that he defpifes man himfelf; at leaft 1 think I 
can affirm, with a degree of fufficient confidence, that the King appears Icfs in no man’s 
eyes^han he does in his own. Flatterers have very little to exped from him; and thofe 
who have written againft him with the greateft bitternefs, may be affured that he has no 
gall ag^ft them. The Abbd Raynal, who is at prefent here?, is a fure proof of this. 
There is no place in the world in which there is lefs noife made about the King’s adions 
than there is at Berlin. None of the newfpapers of the country fay a word about them; 
and there would not have been a word faid about them at all, if feme patriots of other 
countries had not taken it into thdr heads, of late, to blow the trumpet of fame, when¬ 
ever their governors did any thing that was not palpably abfurd or impertinent. Thefe 
fulfbme panegyrifts ftirred up feme Prufiian patriots, who love thdr King, to fhew the 
world, that Frederic, who is fo unknown to moft ftrangers, does more in filence than 
half a dozen other demi-gods of the earth put together. The world was aftonifhed when it 
learned, that fer years paft the King had diftributed feverai millions amongft his fubjeds, 
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and thewritersof newfpapers to<^ it very ill that he had done thiswithout their knowledge. 
It was not till within thefe few years, that we knew that the land-tax in the Pruffian domini¬ 
ons is never altered, though this fyftera is as old as the time of the King’s coming to the 
crown. Long before the philofophers of the laft twenty-five years (for, till within thefe 
lafl: five and twenty years, there has been no philofophy) began to declaim againft capi- 
tal punifliments, the torture, and the duration of law-fuits, all thefe things had been 
banilhed out of the Pruflian dominions, without any fcribbler taking the trouble^ to fing 
a Te Deum about it, (Beccaria himfelf makes this obfervation.) Avarice is as little the 
King’s weak fide as the love of fame. Nobody gives more willingly than he does, 
when he fees that the money is likely to be made good ufe of. He has money in his 
head, and not in his heart j and ceconomy is one of the firft virtues of a governor.—- 
But I ihall fay more of this ir my next. 


LETTER XLVir. 

Berlin. 

THROUGH all Germany, and particularly through all Saxony, it pafies for an 
eflablilhed truth, that the King of Pruffia knows nothing of the true principles of trade. 
In the Dutch coffee-houfes, thofe eternal fountains of political nonfenfe, he treated aa 
an ignorant dabbler. That foreign merchants Ihould think this, or fay fo, does not at 
all furprife me: When they blame the King, they only fpeak like the great Roman ora¬ 
tor, pro donio/ua / it is impoffible that they Ihould be pleafed with thofe principles which 
preclude them from the power of robbing the King’s fubjefts of their money but we 
hear the fame complaints berCf and in the other countries fubjeA to the King. There 
are men here^ who are always crying out on excife, cufioms, and monopolies, and ex¬ 
tolling univerfal liberty as the firft principle of trade. It is very true, that the excife 
makes the manufatfures fo expenfive, that feveral of the Prulfian, whofe produftions are 
extremely good, cannot fupport a competition with thofe of other countries. It is very 
true, that the many monopolies to be met with here, are a great reftraint upon national 
induftry; ftill however in my opinion, the King of Pruffia may be defended. The fail 
is this; every thing here is conneded, but the true principles on which the excife and 
monopoly fyftems in Pruffia are grounded are not feen, becaufe, like many ot 4 ier things 
in the Pruffian dominions, they are too near the eyes—let us fee if w'e can explain thefe 
matters a little. 

Neither commerce, nor manufadlures, nor the encouragement of private induftry, 
which tend to produce a great inequality in national riches, and render part of the peo¬ 
ple affluent at the expence of the reft ; neither all thefe, nor any part of thefe, are the 
corncr-ftone of the Pruffian edifice of ftate j it refts on agriculture only \ and if we con« 
lider the King of Pruffia’s politics in this point of view, we ihall find an exaft fymmetry 
of parts in them. 

It is on this principle, that that part of the ful^efts which is the moft numerous, has 
the leaft bufmefs, and is moft inclined to live at the expence of the working inhabitant 
of the country, is obliged to contribute moft to the expences of the ftate. Whoever 
will take the trouble of comparing the feveral articles of the Pruffian excife with each 
other, will foon find that they bear the exad:eft proportion poffible to luxury, and are, 
as they ou^ht to be, always the higher, the more the article of confumption on which 
they are laid is remote from the firft necefifaries of life, whfch the farmer fupplies. Fmr 
this reafon the excife always varies, and muft do fo. The King has an exafl account 
laid before him of all the articles of luxury imported from abroad. When he fees that 
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the confuniption of any article rlfes immoderately, he immediately leflens it, by railing 
tlie excil’e on that artide ; he has done fo lately by coffee, which, according to his uc- 
fonnt, had taken many millions out of his country for fome years paft. The meaning 
«)(' I his manoeuvre was to recommend to his fubjetts warm beer, which is the produce of 
till' country, is a more w huicfoiiie, and more palatable food than coffee, and from the 
nie of vvliich he hinileU had found great benefit when he was young. Another time In? 
obforved, tliat 12,000 florins worth of eggs were cverjgyear brought to Berlin out of 
Saxony. In <;rder to lave ifs fubjects tins expence, he immediately laid a confiderable 
tax on the Saxon eggs, and thus encouraged his own farmers to breed chickenn. This 
principle is one of the plainelt in legiflation ; it is that which prevails in all enlightenct! 
countries, only not with the fame good fenfe and etjuity as in Pniflia. Indeed the Eug- 
lilh cufloms and exdfe are inucli more hoftile to eating and drinking than the Pfuflian ; 
and it is a proverb in Holland, that of every difh of fifli he eats, a man pays five parts to 
the flatc, and one to the fifhmongcr. 

'i'he complaints which have the moft foundation of truth in them, are thofe which 
arc made with refpeft to the price of the abfolute neceffaries of life. Thefe, it is faid, 
are fb high, that it raifes the price of work too much, and by fo doing, tends to ruin, 
not only the Prufliari manufadfures, but the monopoly itl'elf. But thefe taxes only af- 
fedl the inhabitants of the towns, the artifts, manufa£turers, labourers, merchants, and 
all who live by the fervice of the ftate. 

In order to form a juft notion of the influence which high taxes have upon the necef- 
laries of life, one fhould confider the connedion which the jnduftry of the citizen has 
with the produdions of the country^, before one allows one felf to think of its effeds on 
foreign trade. The King of Pruflia, who in every thing follows the order of nature, has 
not been fo foiicitous to procure money from foreigners, as to flop the channels through 
which his own money went out of the country. Clonfidcr things in this light, and you 
will findi that the imports on the neceffaries of life have not been any reftraint on pri¬ 
vate induftry ; for the price of work has kept on a level with the price of the neceffaries 
of life, and the excife has only been a new and larger canal to aflill the circulation of 
money. The King, who regularly purfued his plan of making the country independant 
of foreign induftry, took care the money paid by the fubjed fhould flow back from the 
exchequer by the fureft channels. Thus all that was fpent by tlie foldier, and all that 
the. inhabitants of great towns fpent for the comforts of life, flowed back again to the 
fanner, and encouraged internal agriculture and induftry. In order that this might be 
fo, the duties on foreign goods, fuch as cloths, linens, and the like, were always fo high, 
that only the higheft degree of luxury could prefer them to the fame commodities made 
at home; and it was proper that thofe who had this degree of luxury fliould be punifhed 
for it. 

. As to the exportation of Pruflian manufadures, which of courfe would be affeded 
by the excife; all that is to be faid is, that the leffer evil is to .be preferred to a greater. 
Luxury is the ruin of a ftate. Immoderate enjoyment is thegreateft political fin. An 
unequal participation of national rich*es is the caufe why half a people are tyrants, and 
the other half flaves. Thus cry out our philofophers here, and they are in the right. 
Still more, you find it obferved in almoft every parliamentary debate in England, that 
Britifb freedom will be ruined by the difproportionate riches of part of its members, and 
the facility there is of acquiring them. They fay that picafure, corruption, ambition, 
and extreme poverty, have enervated the nation; but how is it poffible to fet bounds to 
luxury and iramenfe riches, except by the Pruflian excife ? The ntore a man fpends, 
and the richer he is, the more he pays to the ftate, which divides this overflow of the 
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rlclier clafs amongft the poorer, and by this means reftores the balance as much as it is 
poffible to do it. Once grant that the real ftrength of a people confifts in frugality, in- 
duftry, and an eqilal divifion of property, and you mull: be content to put yourlelf above 
the trifling inconveniences, which a fmall part of the whole mull unavoidably be expofed 
to, from an attention to thefe maxims. 

Is there any country that has wafted its ftrength on merchandize, that has been able 
to fupport itfelf long ? The tmmenfe quantity of riches, the inevitable confequcnces of 
the freedom of trade, have always drawn along with them luxury, extravagance, eftemi- 
nacy, tymnny, and the confequent ruin of the country. Mr. Wraxall himfcif, who has 
echoed the outcry of the merchant on the Pruflian fyftom of finance, but who might 
have convinced hiinfelf, in the houfes of the Pruflian fanners, that the King’s fubjetfts 
are not at all in arms againft him, as he fays they are} Mr. Wraxall himfelf is the 
warraeft declaimer againft the pride and tyranny which great riches have introduced in 
England j but let him fltew me another dam to thefe ravages, befides that which has 
been oppofed to them by the King of Pruflia. 

It is a ftrange perverting of political reafoning, when one hears the fame man cry in 
England, that the great wealth of the nobility hath undermined the wealth of the ftate, 
and finds him in Pruflia joining the Pruflian nobility in faying, that the profperity of the 
farmers is hurtful to the interefts of Pruffia. Hiftory can (hew no e.xample of the prof¬ 
perity of the farmers having excited convulfions in a ftate; whereas it abounds in in- 
ftances of ftates overturned by the power of the nobles and the freedom of trade. The 
fanner feldom has too much; but if he does happen to be rich, his income is more 
equally divided than that of the inhabitants of the city; he has befides more children to 
provide for out of it; befides this, as the farmer’s fubftance is procured by hard labour, 
he is more frugal in the management of it, and on that account likewife lefs hurtful to 
the ftate. 

The Pruflian fyftem of excife does not in the leaft affefl: the real profperity of the 
fubjeft; it affeds only the confumption and the difordeHy foreign trade. The only 
objeft of it is to make the fubjeds frugal; and frugality is the mother of induftry. 
There is no fcience in which fo much fophiftry has been ufed as in that of ftate oeco- 
nomy. It is generally thought that trade alone will make a country rich, whereas no¬ 
thing is fo falfe. Cadiz, Naples, Lifbon, Smyrna, Aleppo, and many other flourilhing 
trading towns I could mention, flouriih at the expence of the countries to which they 
belong. When they cry out in Pruflia, that trade has fallen off, it only means that the 
confumption has decreafed; no doubt it is a falling off to the dealers in coffee, that 
they cannot fell as much coffee as they were ufed to do; but thele people, who hre the 
perfons that have raifed the outcry againft the King, ought to confider, that a country 
of Jews (I fpeak of modern Jews) is the moft wretched of all countries, and that a 
governor is in the right to concern himfelf very little about what may be for their 
advantage. 

If foreign trade has decreafed in the Pruflian dominions, on the other hand induftry 
has increafed. 'I'liere is a vifible proof of this in the aftonifliing increafe of towns and 
of population. No country in Europe of the fame fizc has doubled its population, as 
the Pruflian dominiorus have done (in thefe I do not comprife the conquered countries) 
within the fpace of fifty years. This fingle faft contradifts all the outcry about Pruflian 
defpotifra. Effeds muft always correfpond with their caufes, and no adminiftration 
holtile to huma»ity, could produce fuch an aftonifliing increafe of men. 

Even the monopolies make part of the King’s fyftem of univerfal benevolence. I fliall 
not enter into an exaQ: difquifition of every fingle article, but only confider that which 
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raifes the grcatefl outcry, namely, the monopoly of wood. The company who is ia 
poflefiion of this large fum of money, pays the King, or what is the fame thing, the 
itate, for the King has neither ftables of fix thoufand horfes, nor coach-houfes with 
coaciies in them worth 50,000 livres, nor a table of fifty covere, nor miltreffes, nor 
hunts, nor journks which cofl fcveral millions. This company is not allowed to let an 
arbitrary price on its conimodijy, but the wood is taxed, and it is obliged to furnifh the 
bed fort. Though the price of the wood be hign, it keeps pace with the wages of the 
manufafturers; fo no man feels it but thofe who live upon their own eftates without 
doing any thing, or thofe who receive ftipends from the court, if the former of thefe 
would work like the other par‘s of the induftrious public, they would reckon the articles 
of fire-wood in their account; as they do not, they are very properly punilhed for their 
lazinefs. As to the latter, to be fure they do not get much, but what they get is fuf- 
ficient for the decent purpofes of lif-, and the King’s maxim is, that every man fhall 
have enough, but no man mall have too much. To the farmer the monopoly is of fer- 
vice, for the company is obliged to fell him the wood as cheap as if there was no mono¬ 
poly, and befides, he is himfelf allowed to carry a certain portion of it to market, where 
the regulations enable him to fell it to better advantage than he would do otherwife. The 
monopoly alfo ferves to preferve the forefts, which all Europe has long lamented the 
diminution of. The fcarcity of wood makes people more cautious how they grub up 
and bum. Nor does the monopoly affefl: any but the inhabitants of Berlin and Potf- 
dam, who have great advantages over the reft of the country, from the refidence of 
many officers of Hate in them, and the fiicility with which money circulates. Strangers 
indeed, who reafon from the ftate of their own purfes, and fee that the materials for fire 
are as dear at Berlin and Potfdam as Brafil and Campeachy wood, form no prejudices 
in favour of the Pruffian monopolies, and thus far they are in the right; but when they 
build upon fuch grounds to call the King of Pruffia a tyrant, as Mr. Wraxall does, it is 
going a little too far. 

The other monopolies are like thofe we meet with m other countries, to wit, on to¬ 
bacco, fait, cards, and the like. The Edng encourages every kinu of manufadure and 
trade which does not militate with the whole fyftem of '0. adminiftration, but he endea¬ 
vours chiefly to promote the exportation of fuel- articles as are of real advantage to the 
country, and leaft likely to be affefted by a competition with other powers, or the vari¬ 
ations of faihion. Of this kind are the woollen fluffs of this place, the Silefian linens 
and cloths, tobacco, and various other articles; the prime mate -iais of which grow in 
the country, and find an eafy admittance every where. Befides thefe primary articles, 
the manufaftures of filk, wrought iron, and fteel, looking-glaffes, china, fugar, and 
above all, the trade in wood, bring grei.. fums of foreign gold into the country. The 
Poles pay a large tribute to Pruffian induftry; and, indeed, every where the balance is 
in favour of the Pruffian merchant, in confequence of that frugality and abltinence, 
which follows from the King’s fyftera excife. 

The King’s treafury, into which fo much money flows every year, is commonly looked 
upon as one of the greateft obftacles to the trade of the country. This may be true 
with regard to the common Jewifli fort of trade, which, though favourable to lazinefs 
and avarice, is in fa£l, as hurtful to the ftate as the fale of mountebank and quack medi¬ 
cines; but in my opinion, the King’s treafury is one of his wifeft inftitutions. He yearly 
lays by in it a fum of money, which bears a fixed proportion to that which the balance 
of trade in his favour brings him in from the ftranger. It is generally,thought that the 
fum thus fet by amounts to ioo,oool. or as much as the new buildings, the payment of 
the troops, and the improvements made in the country refpeflively coft; but ii we con- 
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fider that the whole income of the ftate is appropriated to particular and fpecific purpofes, 
according to the fettled and permanent order, never interrupted by any menus phvfirs; 
and that, according to the higheil calculation, the balance in favour of the Prutliari 
trade produces only two h dred and fifty thoufand pounds, it will appear that the King 
docs not lay by half of at comes from foreign trade. 

It is one of the nonfenlica laxiins of the prefent age, which, like a great many others 
of the fame kind, have c.ept i»-tv our me Jern political theories and romances, that all 
the money of a country mull: be employ ,d in the circulation, and none of it be laid by 
for cafes of neceflity; but it was owing to the royal treafure that no taxes were raifed 
in the laft war, and it is for tL.s ve’- purpe 'e that it 'vavS mtended; for in the American 
war, the increafe of taxes fell lieavier on the ^^-ench «ind Englifli than all the other pref- 
fures of the ftate put together. Schroedci, w.io is one of *he oldell and moft acute of 
the German political writers, has long llicwn the falfity of this maxim. Befides, that, 
taxes fall more heavily on the fubjeft, and are more di^cult to raife in time of war than 
in time of peace, they cannot be fo fov>n collefted; and if in _onfequence of this you 
are compelled to add new ones, the refult will be what we have fecn happen in France, 
many provinces will be fo exhaufted.in three or four years as not to recover for a whole 
century. In thefe emergencies minifters have recourfe to ftate lotteries, loans, &c. 
which finally produce the W fyftem of debt, which annually confumes half the revenue 
of Great Britain. • 

If the King of Pruflia had had no treafure, it would have been impoffible, after the 
terrible war which lafted from 1756 to 1763, for his lands not only to recover, but to 
be in a more flourifhing fituation than tht^ were beiore. There is alfo a local con- 
fideration, which makes the King of Pruffia’s treafure of peculiar confequence to that 
country, which Is, i lat as feveral parts of it lie open to the enemy, were it not for this 
refource it would be poflible, at the breaking out c.' a war, to cut off a great part of the 
revenue, by feizing upon a princip?’ <own. Indeed it is to the referved fupplies, which 
have enabled him to ^ arry everj e... cf this kind, that the King owes the fuccefs of 
thofe o|>erations which nave ren-’ "t his ne ,ne immortal. Nor is the treafury intirely 
inadlive at any p.' vj times ^he King has lent very confiderable fums at 

a very inconfidera^ . " c he ftates jf fev'^ral of his provinces; thefe fums are 

in circulation, and ad t !..iv King requires, is the exad r^imburfement at the time 
fixed. 

ITte Prulllan ftate, confidered as a ftate, is the richeft in Europe; and it is abfolutcly 
impoffible that it ever ftiould be expofed to feel any inconvenience froi . the want of 
money ; for its fyftem of finance is eftabliihed upon fuch folid faundations, that if any 
of the King’s fucceffors were to think of introducing a change, it would overturn the 
whole building. You would hardly think it, but I can affure you, that the bank bills 
of this place are bought up with avidity. Nobody has ay opinion that they will ever 
lofe their credit. The Dutch are very happy when this bank will take their money, as 
notwithftanding all the outcry about Pruffian defpotifm, they are convinced it cannot be 
more fecure any where than it is here. Upon the whole, it is eafy to fee, that moft of 
our very wife declumers againft the government of Pruflia, draw their topics from the 
difference they obferve between it and the ether European governments; whereas if 
they would pve themfelves the trouble to lift up their eyes and give matters a little clofer 
and nearer inlpeftion, they would foon give up their prejudices, unlefs, indeed, their 
felf love made them incapable of all judgment. I have known none of thefe gentlemen 
but what have praifed, in fome part or other of their works, the very principles on 
which the Pruffian government is built, though they overlooked them and could not 
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fee them when they were writing profeiTediy about it. This arifes from the amasing 
difference that there is betwixt theory and practice, and that in all philofophical decia* 
mations, people commonly only confider the end,- without thinking of the means bjy 
which it is to be brought about; nay, they often overlook the only means by which it 
can be brought about at all. Ilence it has appeared, that thofe who have written the 
moft ftrongly againft luxury, have not been favourable to the Prullian fyftem of excife^ 
though it is the only hire dam whereby all excell'es may be reftrained. All the political 
principles with refpedt to the happinefs of nations, which I'Abbe Rayna! gives us in 
that famous Hijloire Politiaue et Philofophique of his, in which he is fo violent againft the 
King of Pruiiia, without knowing any thing about him, had been adopted in Prulha, 
and perhaps no where elfe in the wide world before the Abbe put pen to paper. 

Another part of thde declaimers find fault only for the fake of appearing fingular. 
Mr. Guibert and ibme others of our countrymen are among this clafs. Thefe gentle* 
men took it in their heads to exhibit the King to a people, the god of whofe idolatry 
he has long been, through a kind of magic lanthom, with his head where his heels 
Ihould be. Doubtlefs, the indifference with which the King is accuftomed to behold 
all fuch buffooneries, muft have made them vaftly pleafed with their wifs work. 

The King of Pruffia and his father have folved the three moft difficult problems of 
ftate that exift; and hiftory affords no example of their having been folved fo quickly, fo 
happily, and fo univerfally, as they have been by thefe princes. They have made a 
lazy, prodigal, and ftupid people induftrious, aflive, and alert; they have given to a 
country, which had been entirely neglefted by nature, a value which many of the moft 
highly favoured countries have not, and they have placed a fmall nation in a fituation 
not only to vanquifh in a favourable moment all the combined forces of the mightieft 
monarchies of Europe umted, but to be able at any time to meafure fwords with either 
of them fingly. 


LETTER LI. 

Berlin, 

WHEN you hear the King of Pruffia mentioned in the fouthern parts of Germany, 
you think they are fpeaking of an angel of death, whofe employment it is to kill the peo¬ 
ple by hundreds and thoufands, to burn cities and villages, and to be the firft general 
of his day. This opinion commonly refls upon the fame ground as another, which 
was veij generally received by the common people durmg the laft Silefian war, of the 
King or Pruffia’s having taken up arms againft France and Auftria for the extirpation 
of the Roman Catholic religion. Auftria had often recourfe to fuch little artiffees; 
fhe was wont to appeal to the religious and paffionate feelings of the people, whenever 
her troops were beaten, and probably found fome confolation in it, not that only which 
arifes from exciting compallion, but the more fubftantial one of the fupport derived 
from the riches and forces of fome of tjhe Catholic princes of Germany. Such pre¬ 
judices in the populace are eafily produced} but when you read in the writings of fome of 
the moft famous Auftrian ftatefmen and literati that the King of Pruffia’s whole fyftem 
is contrived for the purpofe of making himfelf terrible to his neighbours, of plundering 
them, and of living by robbery, you do not know whether to laugh moft at their igno¬ 
rance^ or be moft alhamed at their impudence. 

Out of Germany they look upon the King of Pruffia as a great general, but are not 
therefore blind to his other virtues. Our countrymen, whofe impartiality.and juftice 
in judging of the merits of greu men nobody can controvert, read bis civu ordinances, 
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his bon mois, and the anecdotes of what paffes in his fiitniiy, with as much pleafure as 
tl:<:y lit the account of his expeditions. Even they, however, impartial as they are, 
form quite a falfe opinion of the King, when they confider his military condudl as the 
greatett of his exertions, and think his principal merit confifts in being the greatefl: ge¬ 
neral of his day. It is natural enough for the love of fplendid aftions to make us more 
attentive to the buftle which has attended his fervices in the field, than to his Itill and 
benevolent occupations. But we could not therefore afcribe to him a love of this buf¬ 
tle, anil a delight in the occupations of war, which no king upon earth likes Icfs than 
he does. 

Nourilhed in the arms of the mufes, and attentive only to the progrefs of philofoph\v 
fcarce had he afcended the throne, when one of the moft extraordinary events of this- 
century happened, an event which muft naturally call his attention very ftrOngly to it.. 
He was one of the many princes who had pretenfions to the fucceffion of Charles VI». 
What he claimed was fome Marquifates in Silefia. The point was how effectually to fe- 
cure thefe rights. Moft probably he would have taken the part of Maria Therefa, at¬ 
tacked as ftie was on all ftdes, had a proper attention been paid to his requifitions ; 
but the Auftrian miniftry, ever blinded by its own confequence, only anrwered hia ma^ 
nifeftoes with infolence and contempt. The confequence was, that after having de¬ 
feated the Imperial troops in the field, he made free with all Silefia, which gave great 
oflence. Then however he difeovered the moderation of his nature} for it would 
have been eafy for him, by fupporting Charles VII. to have funk a houfe> which was 
the moft dangerous to him in all Europe. But his politics did not allow, him to com¬ 
mit an injuftice. 

It was neither the King of Pruflia’s love of plunder, nor any thing indeed, except 
tlie pride of the Auftrian miniftry, and the little knowledge it had or the ftrength of 
the I’rufllan dominions, that was the true caufe of the lofs of Silefia. The Auftrians 
defpifed a court which had no princes and dukes in its pay, but only merchants and 
Knights a quaranio Ecus * for minifters and generals. They faw no further than the- 
outfide of the court of the prefent King’s father, who, under the mafk of a ridiculous 
fingularity, had laid the foundation of the Pruflian greatnefs j they laughed at his un¬ 
powdered hair, his dirty boors, his turnip dinners, and his tall men. People knew not 
that thefe tall men, whom they looked upon only as his particular amufement, were 
under the beft of difeipline; they knew not that his unbetitled and unbejlringed minifters; 
were the mod enlightened patriots; that the moft exafl: oeconoray had made the fmall 
country of Pruflia richer than the proud and mighty Auftria. In fine, they knew not that 
Spartan ceconomy, and Spartan fubordination, which this riditulous King was making 
the charafteriftic of the nation, muft get the better of indolence, effeminacy, and 
profufion, even though the tribe of gentlemen had not been fo numerous in Auftria, as 
it was. 

This ignorance was tluj true thing which fome perfons have affefted to call the good 
fortune of the prefent King of Prulfia. , 

The invafion of Bohemia, which took place fome time after the conqueft of Silefia, 
was undertaken in confequence of the moft preifing and repeated inltances of the Em¬ 
peror, the head of the German Emjxre, of which the King was a member. 

I have conyerfed with an old and refpedable Dutch officer, who accompanied Count 
Seckmdorff, as adjutant, to Berlin, when he went tb defire the King to help the Em¬ 
peror out of the jdiftrefs which he muft otherwife have funk under. The King was 


Knights worth fifty crowns. 


for. 



RIESBECk’b travels through CIRMANV. 


190 

for a long time deaf to all reprefentations and entreaties. As Count Seckendorff* was 
prefling tiim one day upon the parade, he {hewed him a regiment which had fuifered 
confiderably in the firft Silefian war. Behold," fays he, “ what war cofts me; 
this regiment has loft above half its men, and {hall I expofe my people to the danger of 
being fo roughly handled again ?”—^'I'his is the king whom people call upon as a rob¬ 
ber and tyrant!—-Seckendorff, who was a greater ftatefman than he was a general, in vain 
tried all hLs rhetoric to carry his point; nor would any thing have induced the King 
again to become the enemy of Auftria, but the being -informed in what an unmanly 
manner the Auftrians had behaved in Bavaria, how they had plundered the archives, 
robbed the nobility, laid wafte the country, and carried the peafants into captivity; that 
in {hort, their known pride, their fpirit of revenge, and their cruelty, gave caufe to 
apprehend every thing for the houfe of Bavaria. 

The King undertook to free the Emperor from his diftrefs, without hurting Auftria 
much : and he compafled it with a moderation which the unprejudiced part of the world 
ftill admires. He obliged Prince Charles- to give the Emperor breathing room, by 
forcing him to haften with his army from the R hine to Bohemia. When he had done 
this he was quiet, and aiking nothing for himfelf, was contented with having done 
what equity and the {hare he took in the Emperor’s calamity required of him. It is 
well known what little {hare his love of robbery and conqueft had in the breaking out 
of that war in which he eclipfed all that had been done by ancient or modern heroes. 
In the very heat of this war, in which he himfelf gathered fo many laurels, he wrote a 
letter to Voltaire, {died with wiihes for philofophical quiet, and full of lamentations on 
the cruelties of war. Very far from being intoxicated with his fame, and untainted 
with any degree of the pride which filled the breaft of that Roman governor, who, re¬ 
turning from the government of a diftant province, thought that all Italy muft incef- 
fantly be filled with the praife of his adniiniftration; he aiked Gellert, who fued to him 
for peace in the middle of the theatre of war, whether he had not heard or feen there 
were three powers in arms againft him; and whether he thought it depended upon him 
to make Germany a prefent of peace! So free was he from being elated with the eclat 
of his wonderful arms, and fo far from thinking of higher things than how to defend 
himfelf. 

In this wonderful letter to Voltaire, he promifes, when he lhall once be quiet, to cut 
off the moft diftant pretences for war, nor to take any concern in the politics of Eu¬ 
rope ; but to give up all his time to the improvement of his own country, amidft the 
blelfings of peace. This promife he has hitherto moft religioufly adhered to. You 
think, perhaps, that he did not in the affair of the divifion of Poland; but he took the 
leaft part poflible in that affair. The world will be aftonifhed when the particulars of 
this bufinefs come to be known, as none has ever been fo mifreprefented and diftorted 
by political motives. I collefted at Vienna fome very extraordinary documents rela¬ 
tive to this matter, which I will communicate to you when we meet. Thus far is no¬ 
torious to all manldnd ; that in this faqious partition, the King had not a third of what 
fell to Ruflia, nor a quarter of what Auftria had. A ftronger proof of the King's mode¬ 
ration, and of his pacific difpofition, it is impoffible to give. Poftibly the divifion 
would have been a little more equal if ever the parties had come to blows. 

In the laft Bavarian war, he again obferved the fame wonderful moderation. The 
caufe of his taking up arms was to reftore the Houfe of Wittellbach to his inheritance, 
and to maintain the conftitution of the empire; which, as a member,of that body, he 
was bound to proteft. He aiked nothing for himfelf, and did not go a ftep farther 
than he was forced to by the ftrongeft neceflity. No monarch ever went into the field 
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V'ith greater magnanimity, and greater difjintereftcdnefs, than the King of Pruflia did 
on this occafion.—Since the twenty years l.e has given himfelf to philofophy, he has let 
fcveral other occafions go by, which would not have been niifled by another monarch 
who had had the fame powers of war in hand as he had, and the warlike dirpobtiun 
commonly attributed to him. 

No prince can manifelt more regard for mankind, than what is fhewn by the King of 
Pruilia every day. He interefts himfelf as much in the welfare of a common i'armer, as 
in the flourifhing of the greateft houfeof trade in his dominions. It is hisgreateft pride, 
and his greateft pleafure, to read in the yearly lifts, that the population of his country 
has incrcafed. He has not been feen fo cheerful for many years, as he was upon find¬ 
ing, by the lift given in laft year, that the number of new-born children within the year, 
far furpaffed the number of the dead. A king who has this way of thinking, is a war¬ 
rior only when neceffity compels him to it. His Lacedemonian armies only ferve the 
purpofe of enabling him to cultivate bis country in peace, and to bring his law-fuits with 
his neighbours to a fpeedy conclufion. They are evidently not the end of his govern¬ 
ment, but the means; and it is only thofe who arc contented with viewing the outfide of 
things, and do not look into the fprings of the Pruflian government, who think them the 
great objeft. 

Some of the Auftrian writers think the King could not keep up his armies, if he did 
not, at certain periods, take a fhare in the difturhances of his neighbours, and raife out 
of them a fufficient revenue tor the fervice of fome years j but this is one of thofe af- 
fertions which it is impoflible to hear without laughing. 

More than half the army, as 1 have already told you, are foreign troops. They fub- 
fift on the produce of the country, the confumption of which is immediately connetbeJ 
with the progrefs of agriculture. Tlieir clothes and linen are made of materials which, 
grow in the country, fo that they prom'^e induftry both by contributing to the raifing 
the firft materials, and by the working of them. J heir pay likewife is iffued from the 
treafury, in luch a way as greatly to affift the general circulation. After their time of 
fervice has expired, many hundreds of the foreign troops continue in the country, and 
fo promote the purpofes of agriculture and commerce; but the greateft part of the na¬ 
tives are always upon furlow, and w'ork at home. Upon the whole, both induftry and 
agriculture rather gain than lofe by the army. Indeed you can call only the foreigners 
a ftanding army ; for the natives are, in time of peace, as Moore has obferved, a regular, 
well-behaved, and eafily raifed militia. 

All the military regulations have thefe two ends in view; that of preventing the im¬ 
provement of agriculture from fuffering by the number of troops; and that or making 
them fubfervieut to the circulation of money. For thefe purpofes the annual reviews al¬ 
ways take place at the time of the year when feweft hands are wanted for the purpofes 
of agriculture, &c. The troops are quartered in the feveral provinces in the exadl pro¬ 
portion of the revenue of .thefe provinces, fo that no money can go this way from one 
province to another. Every thing is precifely upon,a par. Silefta has juft as many troops 
more as Brandenburgh, as it has more revenue; and the other provinces in the fame 
proportion. As the army raifes near two-thirds of the revenue of the ftate, there re¬ 
mains by this means more gold in the provinces than there is in any other country in 
Europe, where commonly the gold flows to the middle, and the capital grows rich at the 
expence of the country. Each regiment has a peculiar part of the country al 2 gned.it 
for recruiting, and, in this, or near it, are commonly its ftanding quarters. By this 
means the troops are not only eafily got together when they are wanted, but the father 
has always bis Ion in the neighbourhood to help him to improve his land, and at the an- 
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mial I'eview' time, the latter has not far to go to join his regiment. It is inconceivable 
how, after this, fuch clamours can be railed againft the King of Pruflia, on account of 
his army, and how it can be reprefented as hurtful to the country. Thofe of the fol. 
cliers who are natives, do not fpend a longer time with the army than their fellows in 
the Englifli or Swifs militia’s. Indeed the maritime fervice in one of thefe countries, 
and the cuftom of letting out troops for hire, which prevails in the other, tend to de¬ 
prive them of hands to till the foil, whereas the Pruffian army increafes the number of 
cultivators. 

The Pruflian array confifts of about one hundred and ninety thoufand men, and cofls 
the King yearly about 20,000,000 of florins, or 52,000,000 of our livres *. Thefe 
men are, indeed, difciplined into a (late of mere mechanics, nor can it be denied, that 
the hardfhip of the fate of the common men will make one of our modem philofophers 
fhudder; and yet, without thefe hardfliips the army w'ould not be what it is, fo that the 
King muft be content to boar with it as a neceflary evil, in order to fecure the tranquil¬ 
lity of the country. What would thofe who feel fo much for the Pruflian foldiers have 
faid, if they had feen the troops of Alexander, or Cmfar, which, in all probability, and 
from all we can gather from hiftory, had not a milder fate than the Pruflians ?—what 
do I fay a milder fate ? Some intelligent men are of opinion, that both the difeipUne of 
Ctefar’s troops, and the labour required of them, was greater than thofe the Pruflian 
foldier is expofed to. Be this as it may, there is a diftinftion to be made between the 
Pruflian troops. The fate of the native foldiers is not fo hard as is generally thought 
by a ftranger travelling poft j nor are they, as I have already obferved,-more than a well- 
regulated militia. 

Another obfervation I have made on thefe mien is, that they are not by any means fo 
infenflble and fulky as they have been conimcfdy thought to be. On the contrary, I 
have obferved amongft them, a great deal of good will, and a great deal of afleefion both 
for their king and their country. As during their furlows they have other occupations 
befldes arms, and keep company with other people befides their corporals and compa¬ 
nions, they are civiller and freer in their intercourfe than the foreigners. Thefe 
laft areenlifted in confequence of a voluntary contrad, (for it will be unjulf to lay to the 
King’s charge the decoys of profefled enlifters,) the conditions of which are exadly ad¬ 
hered to. 

No fovereign pays more punftually or more fparingly than the King of Pruflia ; nor 
is any man obliged to ferve beyond the time for which he is enlifted, as has been falfely 
pretended. It is true, indeed, that the officers employ all their powers of perfuafion to 
retain a good foldier ; but a ftiff and ftubborn denial puts an end to their entreaties. 

The neceffaries of life are dealt out very fparingly to thefe people, and you may read 
upon many of their meagre faces, the extremes of poverty, added to the extreme of la¬ 
bour. But the failors, who ferve other Hates in time of peace for the purpofes of trade, 
haVe hardly a milder fate ; nor is it lefs ridiculous to reproach the King of Pruflia, on 
account of the hardfliips to which his foldiers are expofed, than it would be to compel 
thefe nations to relinquilli their navy on account of the lols of men they are fubjedl to 
by llorms, fait provifions, change of climate, feurvy, and the other accidents of a fea- 
i'aring life. Without frugality and labour, the King of Pruffia’s foldiers could not be 
fuuerior to thofe of other powers; but as he is furrounded by enterprizing and jealous 
neighbours, he mujl endeavour to procure himfelf, by art, what others enjoy in confe¬ 
quence of their natural ftrength. The fuflerings of a fmall number is no evil, but a 
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gooa, when the ftate cannot be benefited without it, and thofe who blame this extraor¬ 
dinary difcipline, muft alfo, with Mr. Linguet, find fault with agriculture, as it falls nearly 
as hard on the greateft part of the fubjefts of every European Hate, as the military fer- 
vice does on the Pruffian foldier. 

The hardfljips too of the fituation, have been much exaggerated by travellers.—Even 
blows, about which fo much has been faid, are only ufed when the man fhews incorrigible 
ftupidity, awkwardnefs, negligence, or wickednefs. In no annies whatever are recruits 
treated with more gentlenefs than they are in the Pruffian. Their corporals teach them the 
exercife, and how to march, with all poflible care and attention; nor do they grudge to re¬ 
peat the way of doing the thing a thoufand times, when the man's fcull is hard of penetra¬ 
tion. But when once he underftands the thing, his teacher takes the flick, and tells him, 
that this for the future will be his teacher, if he does not do what he is now able to do. 

In the courfe of my travels, I have often had occafion to make a very interefling ob- 
fervation. In all the countries belonging to bifliops, and in many of the free ftates, I 
met with foldiers who had ferved the King of Pruffia, and who had moft of them de- 
ferted from him. As you know it is my way to be more obfervant of men of the lower 
orders of fociety, than of thofe who have flare and firings; I talked with about twenty of 
thefe deferters, and did not meet with one amongfl them who did not wifh himfelf back 
again with the King of Pruffia. 1 have fometimes purpofely contradifled them, and have 
endeavoured to fhew them what far more pleafant days they enjoyed under their bifhop 
or magiflrate, and how impoffible 1 thought it, from all the accounts I had of the Pruf¬ 
fian army, that they fhould be difpleafed with their change of fituation. This did not 
fatisfy them. They all fpoke of the King’s great achievements with a degree of enthu- 
fiafm, which often flruck me not a little, and the conclufion of what they faid was always 
this: “ It is very true that foldiers are rather roughly treated by the King of Pruffia, 
but the pay comes regularly the day it is due, and there is no inflance of any man hav¬ 
ing ever been flarved to death by him.” When a man does his duty, the officer’s eye 
is upon him, and every one knows in what rank he may clafs himfelf; in other places 
men are only half foldiers, and derive no credit from it. Notwithflanding they have 
the utmofl liberty under thefe petty princes, and are oftener in the ale-houfe than under 
arms whilfl they continue with them, many of them, who are young enough, defert 
back again to the King of Pruffia. It is remarkable enough too, that in all thefe places 
they confider themfclves as a kind of veterans. In one of the epifcopal refidencies, I 
heard an officer fwear at a foldier. The fellow anfwered him with a degree of cold 
pride not to be deferibed, “ Sir officer, I have ferved the King of Pruffia.” And the 
officer was filent. 

The frequent defertions, are the capital obje£lions which men make to the Pruffian 
military eflablifliment. It is very true, that upon marching into an enemy’s country, a 
twelfth or fifteenth of the King’s army leaves him ; but they come back with intereft 
after a fortunate action, and though, after unfortunate adlions, fo many of the foreign 
troops defert, his own fubjeSs defert lefs than any»foldiers upon earth. 

A new inftance of the King’s wifdom and goodnefs in not being willing to expofe the 
country to any diflrefs, is fliewn in his wiliingnefs rather to bear with thefe inconvenien- 
ce.s, than have more of his fubjefts under arms. After the battle of C!ollin, half the ar¬ 
my deferted ; and at Rofbach his army was made up almofl entirely of his own troops ; 
but mark, he beat our armies, and the armies of the empire, and the la(l ferved him to 
compleat his regiments which had fuffered. Thus it always goes. The Germans who 
inhabit near the Rhine, Maine, and countries about the upper parts of the Danube, al¬ 
ways join the vtdorious army. When the Emperor is fortunate, they leave the King for 
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him; and when the chances turn, they turn with them. In the mean time they mull of 
courfe always ftand one adion in the place where they are. 

With regard to the interior government and tafticsof the Pruffian army, all I can tell 
you about them is, that no foreigne rs know any thing of the matter. Mr. Guibert, the 
celebrated French writer on the iubjedl:, is looked upon here as the moft miferable dri¬ 
veller in the whole world 5 and they pointed out fevcral things to me, which he had en¬ 
tirely miltaken. I will give you only one fpecimen, which I happen to recolleQ:. He 
fays that the cylindrical rammer of the Pruflians deprelTes the gun too much when they 
prefent. 1 his is not only falfe in fact, but Mr. Guibert overlooked foinething here, 
which the Pruffians confidcr as a remarkable advantage. They always lower the gun a 
little when they prefent, becaufe they have obferved that it is always raifed a little by 
the natural lhaking of the foldier, efpecially when he fees himfelf within the enemies' 
fire, "i'hey fay we loft 1 know not what battle in Flanders, by our men always firing too 
high, whereas the Englifit took fuch care to make their people fire lower, that fomc of 
the oflicers even lowered the guns of the foldiers with their arms and flicks. 

In my opinion, the fame thing is to be obferved in this, as in every other part of the 
Pruflian government. It is not fo much the myftery which obtains, as the fimplicity of 
things, which people overlook, and judge falfcly about. They feek for artifice where 
there really is none, and fet up myftery becaufe things are too near their nofes to be 
feen. I was affured by fevcral officers, that in marches (which they confidcr as one of 
the moft important parts of the art of war, though they do not make a whole regiment 
ftand for fome minutes on one leg, in order to teach them how to preferve the equili¬ 
brium of the body) there are certain little things, which people do not obferve, on which 
the whole depends. The King fufters no perfon to be prefent at the grand manauvresy. 
without particular permiffion; but this is probably done more to prevent the troops 
being difturbed by a fw'arm of fpeftators, than to make a myftery of any thing. It re¬ 
quires indeed a very nice and well-accuftomcd eye, as well as a very favourable fituation 
in the field, to fee and underftand a Pruffian manauvre ; fo that amongft twenty pro- 
feflional men, who are fpeftators, there fhall hardly be one that can compafs it. This is 
the true caufe why the Pruffian officers themfelves can give fo little account of their own 
art. F.very man has too much to do upon his own fpot, to be able to attend to what is 
paffing round him. 

i\s wonderful as the Pruffian Infantry is, it is flill infinitely furpafled by the cavalry, 
according to the teftimony of all the officers I have fpoken with. Even Englilh travellers, 
who are not apt to give any favourable accounts of what they meet with in other countries, 
and who are fo proud of their own cavalry, confefs that this part of the Pruffian army 
goes beyond all that can be conceived of it. The King himfelf fays of them, that they 
always ftand to advantage between him and the enemy he expeds. He Ipcnds itnmenfe 
fums upon them, and fends for horfes as far as Tartary. The Pruffian officers, though 
not given to boafling, afl'ert, that in all the hiflory of the art of war, there is not an in- 
ftance of the cavalry’s ever having been brought to the point of perfedion it is now 
brought to in Pruffia. They ride always full gallop j but their evolutions are as exad 
as any of thofe of the infantry. 

1 hey look upon the attack of the cavalry as not fo be ftood by the infantry. The 
King’s cavalry is above eighty thoufand ftrong, and he every year ufes five thoufand frefh 
hbrlcs. The Emperor takes all poflible pains to rival the King in this refped } but ha 
is ftili at a great diftance from him, though his cavalry is beyond comparifon the bell in 
Europe after the Pruffian. 


A great 
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A great advantage poffeffcd by the PrutGan army is the uniform difcipline that obtains 
all through. There are particular makers of exercife for every divifion of the army. 
Thefe the colonels themfelves muft not control, when they arc exercifing their re;>,inients, 
though they arc often only majors. This occafions an attention to a great number of 
little things, which in other armies particularly our own, depend only on the will of the 
colonel, and are therefore often negleded. By this means the whole mult harmouiz;* 
better, for when rules are the fame, the alacrity or negligence of the colonels or majors 
in the execution, make a wonderful difference in regiments. 

Another caufe, which in my opinion, greatly contributes to the excellence of the army, 
is the high birth of the officers. They are moft of them of the firft nobility of the 
country, and you hardly meet with one foreigner in twenty. They mufl: all have 
been educated at the cadet’s fchool, and have ferved as cadets : I have fomc* very refpedi- 
able acquaintance amongft them. They are in every refpedt well-educated people, and 
upon the whole very fenfible men. The fmall pay of the fubalterns obliges them to be 
oeconomical, which is of great advantage to the fervice. I'hey have all a martial appear¬ 
ance, and that alacrity in every thing, which befpeaks men always ready to cut a knot 
with their fvvords. I believe that the Pruffian army has an advantage over the Auftrian, 
from the Pruffian nobility not being fo powerful as the Auftrian. You cannot expedt 
from counts and princes with large incomes, that exadl fubordination and fimpHcity, 
which is the foul of the Pruffian army. Our experienced officers make a great outcry 
about the irregularities in fervice, which are perpetually arifing from the intrigues of 
private families j and it is well known that the Englifh army is as ill circumftanccd in this 
refpedl:. 

The Auftrians are by nature a far ftouter race of foldiers than the Pruffians, but this 
does not avail them ; for, after all that has been faid of the advantage of art over un¬ 
cultivated nature, no ftronger inftance can be fhewn of it, than bringing up a miferable 
artificial being, with all his art about him, to face a natural man, who is without it. 'Fhe 
natural man, who, were they both unarmed, would be able to tear to pieces a dozen 
fuch creatures, lies ftrctched out at the feet of the wretched man of art, as foon as the 
latter gives fire. 

The fame truth holds good with regard to armies that are more or lefs'difeiplined, 
nor are the natural qualities of the foldier able to (land againft thofe which are acquired 
by art. 


LETTER LII. 

Berlin, 

WHEN wc read in Linguet’s Annals that the King of Pruffia had more foldiers than 
peafants, during the laft Silefian war, we are naturally apt to take it for a bon mot; but 
I am apt to think it rank ignorance. The man who could advife the European powers 
to help the Houfe of Auftria to a part of Germany, in order to enable it to oppofe the 
Turk on all fides, is very capable of making fuch a blunder. He eftimated the Pruffian 
territories by the map, where, on account of their broken appearance, they make but a 
forry figure, and fo naturally fell into the opinion of its being impollible for more than 
two hundred thoufand men to inhabit fo narrow a flip of land. 

What confirms me in this opinion, is the ignorance people are in with regard ttf the 
real ftrength of Pruffia, which yet they ought to be better acquainted with, partly 
by the information of their eyes, and partly from German documents, which arc open 
to every inaji. 


C c 2 
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Mr. Pilati, one of the few foreigners who underftand German, and derive their know¬ 
ledge from the fountain head, relates," that the King of Pridfia had not more than 120,000 
men, when he made his fil'd conqued. 

When the King came to the crown, his own territories contained at lead 2,200,000 
inhabitants; Brandenburg had 600,000; Pruffia 60,000; Pomerania 300,000; Mag¬ 
deburg and Halberdadt 300,000; and his own Wcdphalian dominions at lead 400,000. 
His income confided of at lead twelve millions of florins, and he had inherited a won¬ 
derful treafure of ready money from his father. 

It is likewife a very generally received prejudice, that Prullia is not drong enough to 
maintain itfelf hereaher in the date of fplendour to which the prefent King has raifed it. 
It is very true, that with regard to interior drength, there are but few of the European 
powers which do not furpafs the Pruflian ; bur, as long as the fydem of government 
fhall lad which has been eitabliflied by the King, it will always be able to ineafure fwords 
with any power in Europe. In fad, the true drength of a date does not confid fo 
much in the quantity of its pofitive force, as in the ufe made of it; but there is no 
power in Europe who is able to dretch every nerve and every fibre, as the Pruflian 
certainly can. Befides this, if population continues to encreafe as it has done during 
the time of the prefent adminidration, the pofitive force itfelf will encreal'e fader than 
that of any other country. 

The Pruflian dominions, of which no perfon can have an idea in the map, contain 
3650 German fquare miles, which is as much as the kingdoms of Naples, Sicily, and 
Portugal put together. The population is about fix millions. The kingdoms of Swe¬ 
den, Denmark, and Portugal put together, do not contain fo many inhabitants; nor 
does England alone contain as many. As the Prulfian population does not yet bear any 
proportion to the fize of the country, and as that is not yet all cultivated, the Pruflian 
population is fufceptible of a great encreafe. With regard to goodnefs of territory, the 
country in general may be counted amongd the middling fort. The foil of Branden¬ 
burg indeed, is remarkably bad; but that of Magdeburg, Halberdadt, Cleves, the mar- 
quifate of La Mark, and feme parts of Silefia, Pomerania, and Pruflia, are as remark- 
lily good. When, in procefs of time, they have acquired the degree of culture of 
which they are capable, they will be able to fupport eight millions of perfons. Befides 
thefe, this court has much to expe£I from an acceflion of the marquifate of Anfpach 
and Bareith ; and it is ten to one that it will come in for a fliare, when the courts of 
Vienna and Peterfburgh lhall execute the plan againd the Porte, which they have been 
engaged in ever fince the Emperor’s journey to Peterfburgh. 

This plan has been fpoken of here for fome time with a great degree of confidence, 
and as it is impoffible that whene\'er it takes place, this court fhould fit idle, I will lay 
before you the political opinions of thofe perfons who deferve the mod credit. ITiey 
fay the two imperial courts hardly need the third part of their troops to be a match for 
the Turk. The King’s fituation is therefore critical, for he is placed between two 
courts, each of which equals him in drength, even after they have fent out one hundred 
and eighty, or two hundred thoufand men againd the eadem enemy. This is true; 
but if the King choofes to oppofe their meafures, France, who is more intereded in this 
affair than the Pruflian court, on account of her Levant trade, which is an objeft of 
eight millions a-year, mud naturally feek for a connexion with him. France, however, 
has had the folly, at a time when the wed and north were occupied by the two mod 
formidable powers that hidory knows of, to wade her power at fea; .and the two impe¬ 
rial courts fufiered her to fpend herfelf in the American war, in which fhe had no man- 
ncr of concern, till fhe was intirely exhauded. By this means fhe has loaded herfelf 
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vpifh debt, and will not be able to maintain the balance in the Eafl:. By the bye, bro¬ 
ther, it is very humbling to a Frenchman to oblerve how they fpeak of the power of 
France in this country. They to think our armies might make a tolerable (land 
agiiinft Dutch, Piedniontefe, or fiu h troops, or at moft againil the army of the hates of 
the empire; but that they would make no refiftance at all if oppofed to the Ruffian or 
Auhrian armies. But to return—King of Pruhia, whofe age and love of philofo- 
phical quiet, incline him to peaceful councils, would let himfelf be perfuaded to peace by 
a dice of Poland. Something he mull have—for (hould it pleafe him to put his old 
weather-beaten head our, he would find many methods, by his great treafurc, of pro¬ 
curing fuch affihance from Sweden, Denmark, and other German courts, as would en¬ 
able him to make head againft both the imperial courts; efpecially if France was to do 
for the Porte, what its fleets enable it to do, or was to force the F.mperor to make a 
diverfion in the Netherlands and in Italy, where (he might be affifted by the Kings of 
^Japles and Sardinia. Difficult as it may be, to make fo powerful a head, and unlikely 
that all circumftances (hould concur, we may venture to fay that it is ten to one the 
courts of Vienna and Peterftjurgh will rather choofe to make the King quiet in his own 
way, than drive him to the utmoft. Only (hew him that it is worth his while, and 
probably he will contribute his (hare in driving the Turks out, or at leaft guarantee the 
imperial courts againft the attempts which may be made by any other powers of Chrif- 
tendom, to impede their operations. 

If the courts of Peterlburgh and Vienna (hall, as they have it in their power, proceed 
to the execution of this plan ; the lofs of our profitable trade to the Levant, muft be 
the inevitable confequence of the ruinous American war, the end of which we cannot 
yet fee, and which we cannot get as much by as we are lure to lofe by this means. Our 
wine trade to the north muft likewife fufFer from this caufe, as the Poles have been long 
at work on a canal, which, by means of the many rivers which pafs through their coun¬ 
try, is to unite the Atlantic and Black Seas, and to bring wine for the fupply of all the 
north, from the provinces which now conllitute Turkey in Europe. Not to fay that 
Europe will have two powers more at fea, which will be hoftile to us on the Mediterra¬ 
nean. All this gives us good reafon to blame the fleets built at the expence of our land 
forces. We have only one hope left, which is, that Ruflia and Auftria cannot long 
continue friends when they are fo near one another. 

ThePruffian monarchy has alfo great improvements of another kind to expeft. If it 
was once compaft and clofe together, it would be a confiderable deal ftronger than it 
now is. They often talk of an exchange of the Pruffian territories in Weftphalia, and 
the duchies of Bareith and Anfpach for Mecklenburg, Anhalt and Lauffits. This would 
be very advantageous for the King, but it is extremely difficult to bring about. 

The King^s income is about thirty-four millions of Saxon florins, or eighty-nine mil¬ 
lions of livres *. His civil lift is incredibly and uncommonly fmall. His firft minifters 
appointments are 15,000. florins. I know fome privy counlellors in Vienna who have 
more. The (late of bis ambafladors, at the greateft courts, does not amount to more 
than 15,000 florins. The public of Vienna laugned at the Baron Riedefel, the editor 
of the Journey to Greece, for not having from thirty to forty thoufand florins, like the 
imperial minifter; but he knew very well, that the qualities of a good minifter are not 
to be found in his pocket. Accordingly a long time did not paYs before he gave the 
ton in the bed focieties, and his jealoufy for the honour of his mafter, made feveral jof 
the Emperor’s mixufters alhamed who were much better paid than he was. 


* About 370,8331. 
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Silefia is the province of mod confequence after the kingdom of Pruflia. Ii is only 
half as big as this, but has nearly the fame number of inhabitants, and yields very near 
as much. The Silefian linens are famous all over the world; and the King has juft 
opened a trade with Spain for them, which was formerly in the hands of the Ham* 
burgliers. They have likewife a large trade for handkerchiefs. The Silefian forefts 
alfo afford a great deal of wood for ftiip-building. The Ville de Paris, which was taken 
the 12th of April of this year, was intirely built of Silefian wood. 

Having made feveral excurfions into different parts of the Pi'ulTian dominions, I have 
obl'erved that there is no where fo much poverty as in the two towns of Berlin and Potf- 
darn. This probably it is, which has contributed to bring the country into diferedit 
with foreigners. The high price of the ncceffaries of life in thefe two cities, the great 
number of idle people, the finall pay of many civil and military fervants, the pinching 
M-ny in which many of the fmaller nobility, who muft have their fervants (and often 
their debts) live, and the great luxury of drefs, may be the caufes of this. Upon the 
whole, the country appears to me, though not rich, yet in a ftate fufficiently profperous. 
The equal diftribution of the coin amongft many people, makes the fum not fo Itriking 
as it is in other places, in which a nobleman covers the poverty of a hundred of his poor 
countrymen by his diflipation. This is not the cafe here; there are no perfons in the 
Prufiian dominions, fome of the large feudal nobles in Silefia only excepted, who pof- 
fefs above thirty thoufand guilders income in landed eftates. Indeed you cannot find 
more than three houfes which have twenty thoufand florins; but flill the inhabitants 
are upon the whole as remote from extreme poverty as from exceffive riches, and you 
meet with as few beggars here as in any other country in Europe. Tlicre is no ground 
for the affertion of fome travellers, that manufactures do not thrive in this country, for 
I did not fee one city, though ever fo finall, in which there were not fome llourilhing 
manufactures. It has indeed been objected to the King, that his fyllem of finance has 
ruined the fair of Franckfort on the Oder; but the trade carried on ihcTe was a kind of 
Jewilh bufinefs, which might perhaps be profitable to the merchants of the place, but 
was rather hurtful than uleful to the reft of the country. The fame objection, upon 
the fame narrow grounds, is made to the Emperor, with regard to the fair of Biffen, in 
the Tyrol. 

With regard to the fciences, and literature of all kinds, Berlin is, without a doubt, 
one of the firft cities in the world. It is obliged to the King for this pre-eminence. 
His father was as orthodox and (tiff as the late Emprefs of Germany; and the Mufes, 
who without liberty do not live at their eafe, fled from hin> of courfe. This filly prince 
baniflied the celebrated Wolfe, who certainly was no infidel; but the King had no 
liberal ideas; he confidered every ftudy, except thofe of divinity and finance, as non- 
fenfe and delufions ©f the devil, and his treafurer was a greater man in his eyes, than 
Wolfe, Leibnitz, or Newton. The prefent King, who is a true friend of the arts and 
fciences, has eftabliflied a freedom of thinking in his country, which is not to be met 
with any where out of England. Neither orthodox nor politics reftrain philofophy in 
this country; but whilfl every profeffor at Vienna is teaching that land and people are 
the private property of the monarch, they publifli here, without the lead fear of danger, 
that the King is nothing more than a Jladt-holder, or the firft amongft his fellows. As 
to religion, the Jew's openly declare that the Mefliah is not yet come ; the Catholics, 
that they eat him every day, and that the Pope is the head of all princes ; the Protef- 
tants, that the Pope is the wild-beaft in the Apocalypfe, and the Whore of Babylon ; 
the Greeks, that there is no Trinity ; the Turks, that Mahomet was a greater prophet 
than either Jefus or Mofes; and the whole race of Infidels, that there never has been 
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any prophet at all. All thefe things are confidered as bare fpeculations of the clofet by 
the police; and any prieft, rabbi, or cadi, dcliring to make an auio-de-fe^ would be the 
firll: to occupy a place on his own faggots. 

The King has an academy, which is not compofed of the beft wits to be met with 
here. There are, however, lc)me men of true merit amongfl this generally very indif¬ 
ferent fet. - But Frederick, as has been oberveJ by feveral of his enemies, has a preju¬ 
dice in favour of foreigners, and had rather take one of our journalijis * to fill up his 
academy, than any of the German literati. Mr. Pilati has oblerved that feveral of the 
German men of letters would make a better figure in this academy, than moft of the 
foreigners who are in it. The King docs not think fo ; but then it muft be confclTed 
that he has given the Germans full revenge on this fubject, by the publication of his 
eflay fur la Literature AUemande^ which makes it very evident that he knows nothing at 
all either of their literature or their language. The rcafon of this is alfo obvious. 
When he began his courfe, German literature was (till in its infancy, and there pre¬ 
vailed at Berlin efpecially, a barbarity which mull: have vexed him forely. His talle 
was confequently formed on the French and Italian models *, and the company he kept 
in his hours of recreation, confided only of perfons of thefe nations. In procefs of 
time, light advanced in Germany, but he did not perceive the blaze it made in its pro- 
grefs. He bimfelf wrote and fpoke only in French; and the jells of the foreign wits 
who furrounded him, and knew no German, increafed his prejudices, both againd a 
language which he could neither fpeak nor write, and againd a nation which he knew 
only by its dark melancholy humours, and ftiff cut of the clothes for which the inhabi¬ 
tants of Berlin were remarkable in his father’s time, and which they have not yet intirely 
thrown off. When the fame of German literature increafed, and incontedible proofs 
of its eminence were offered to be laid before him, it was irnpoflible for him to enter 
into the beauties of a language which he had always treated as barbarous, and of which 
he could only write and fpeak the moft miferable jargon. In order to difeover the 
beauties in any tongue whatever, it is neceffary to be acquainted with its peculiar idiom: 
for it is in this cafe as it is with an aftor who fucceeds one that had been the favourite 
of the public. The new aftor may poffefs all that art and nature can bellow upon him, 
ftill he will not do enough for general expedation on his fird appearance; the ipecVators 
mud have time to grow familiar with his peculiar pronunciation, his carriage, and a 
number of trilling circumdances, which only hurt him from the coinparifon with his 
predecelTor, in whom many things of the fiime kind did not make unfavourable Imprcf- 
fions, on account of the habit which people were under of feeing them. 'I'he King, 
who never had time enough to fpare from the cares of his date, to make hiiufelf tho¬ 
rough mailer of the beauties of the language, and to wear away the prejudice he had 
formed againll it, was rather confirmed in his prejudices than lliaken in them, by the 
proofs that were laid before him, of the contrary opinion. It is poffible too tliiit his ia- 
ftrudors might not be happy in the choice of the works they took to convince him. 
After all, if we confider that ever fmee his acetflion to the throne he has only ufed 
literature for a recreation and amufement, we llvall not be very angry with him for his 
averfion to German literati. The ton of the polite world is feldom found united to their 
learning, and their wits are mollly Hunted by the fevere itudics of their refpedive pro- 
feflions. Whild in other nations the literati often facrifico their unjerlbmding to their 
genius, thefe always offer up the former at the Ihrinc of the latter. Hunger and vv;r..t 
of knowledge of the world render them boorilli and uniiaftablc in focial life, though 
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at (he fame time they form the imaginary worlds of which they write, after qiiite a dif¬ 
ferent fyftem from what they praftife, and know how tp give their writing a poirfh 
wiiich they want themfelves. The profeflional countenances of the Dutch literati, and 
the lludies of the beam efprits^ which came to the King’s notice, could not recommend 
German literature much to him; doubtlefs the genius of the nation contributed fome* 
thing to the preference he gave the French and Italians. The German genius is dull, 
and though many of their pieces do not abfolutely Jiink of the lamp, yet you may eafily 
obferve that they have come with difficulty from the authors. In confequence of this, 
they fcldom recommend themfelves as fine writers, even when they are moft entertain¬ 
ing ; for they have not the livelinefs which enables the French and Italians to mark the 
remarkable parts of a thing in a minute, and to give a neatnefs to obfervations often 
paltry enough in themfelves. Religion is alfo in fome meafure the caufe of this. The 
Proteftants are accuftomed to give too great a preference to the ufeful over the agree¬ 
able, and as the Catholics, whofe religion gives the fineft fcope to the powers of wit 
and imagination, are in Germany, all plunged in the deepeft barbarity, it is not to be 
wondered at that the King choofes, for his hours of recreation, Italian abbes rather than 
German pallors, who are often much fuperior to them in real knowledge, but who have 
the air .of their cathedrals, and are apt to fall into the preaching tone, with which it is 
impoflible that the King Ihould be pleafed. The fame thing obtains with refpeft to the 
winters of German politics and hiftory. In point of truth, and the knowledge of bare 
fafts, they far furpafs the hiftorians and politicians of all other countries, but they do 
not know how to make their heroes fpeak, nor liow to give them a beautiful drefs. It 
is certainly better to be true and dry, than falfe and witty ; but truth alfo allows itfelf 
to be joined with wit, which makes it flip down more glibly. The complaints which 
the King makes on this head, in his effay againft his countrymen, /ur la Literature Al~ 
hmande^ are certainly well grounded; but his remarks on the fchools, as well as his 
proofs of the w'ant of genius of feveral Dutch writers, are certainly not well chofen. 
The Jhootin^ of darts as thick as the army and the ring on the finger of TiniCy have been 
univerfally exploded in Germany for the laft twenty years. As to the fchools, in no 
country in Europe are they fo flourilhing as in the King’s own dominions. The Ger¬ 
mans- proceed intirely by rule, and even in things in which they are not calculated to 
improve themfelves, they are able to give the belt direftions to others. No nation fur- 
pafles them in eftimating the produ£tions of genius. They have given the bell .rules 
how a hillory is to be written ; which, however, like all the rules in the univerfe, have 
not yet produced a fingle genius. In the mean time, rules and criticifm of authors, is 
all that hitherto goes forward in the fchools. 

Nothing fo much prevents the progrefs of German genius, as the indifference of the 
Princes of Germany to Gennan literature} but on this account, in my opinion, they 
deferve no reproach; for if they go on as they have begun for fome time, to encourage 
agriculture, to make the arts alive, to improve legiflation andYnanners, and to pay their 
debts; thefe manly, thefe imperial pUrfuits, will, as the King well obferves in his effay 
on German literature, contribute more to the happinefsand glory of the nation, than if 
their poets and hillorians eclipfed all thofe of old and modern times. This, however, 
is my own private opinion. But when one of the firft princes of Germany reproaches 
his countrymen, as the King of Pruflia has done, for not having produced a Virgil, a 
Horace, a 'fully, a Corneille, a Moliere, a Voltaire, and a Taffo, one would .think that 
they ought to contribute to the progrefs of talle and language, and to the developement 
of genius; whereas 1 met with no court in Germany, in which a foreign dialeft did not 
prevail. In all places but Saxony, the immediate followers of the court generally fpoke 
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their mother-tongue wretchedly, nor was their French and Italian jargon lefs miferable; 
No man can make his way at either of thele courts vidthout the French language. In 
moft it is accounted vulgar and unbecoming to fpeak your own language; and yet the 
court is the only place where language can acquire the rounding, and the lightnefs 
which is to diftinguilh it from the brogue of barbarians. 

In France and Italy the court contributes moft to the polilh of the language j. for it 
is not the writer who makes the language, but words and expreffions muft have acquired 
the right of denizenftiip in good company, before any author can ufe them without of¬ 
fence. The jealoufy of fpeaking their own language well and with tafte, is an objeft of 
the fame pride and pleafure to the great folks, (who always affume the tone of the court) 
as the being diftinguiflied in their drefs, their hair, and their demeanour. Even in 
Greece and Rome, good company, and the bufincfs of the ftate, contributed much 
more to the forming their languages than the writers, who did not appear till after 
thofe nations had already acquired a very confiderable degree of polilh. But upon 
what models are the German writers to form themfclves? On the pulpit? Few peo¬ 
ple in high life pay any attention to what pafles there. On the courts of juftice ? By 
the nonfenfical law jargon, and the cold and tedious form of fuits ? No, no, this can¬ 
not be : there muft be Roman tribunals, and a Roman adminiftration of juftice, before 
Cicero can poffibly be expeded. As to tranladions with foreigners, which were for¬ 
merly a wide field for German eloquence, they are moftly carried on in the French Ian* 
guage. There are feveral princes who have their very proclamations written in French, 
and tranflated out of it before they publilh them to their fubjeds. The diet of Ratif- 
bon, the'only place where the fcattered nations of the empire form an aggregate and 
can confider themfelves as a whole, and where the love of their country, ambition, and 
even national pride, ought to make Demofthenes’, Ciceros, Burkes, and Foxes; this 
celebrated diet is the temple of fleep, infenfibility, filent corruption, the darkeft nonfenfe 
and treachery. All (he tranfadioiis with foreign ininiflers, and moft of thofe with the 
minifters of the German courts themfelves, are carried on in French and in the affembly 
of the ftates itfelf, every thing is carried on by a fmgle yea ; you feldom hear a nay, 
and commonly all is foon brought to a decifion. As to the Emperor’s court at Vienna, 
there is a jargon tliere, which not one man of letters in ten can underftand ; nor is that 
of Wefslar one jot behind it in unintelligiblenefs. The German nation is no where 
brought together in a point nor is it accuftoraed to confider itfelf as one and the fame 
nation; hence the language can be as little fixed as the charatler is. But if thefe im* 
pediments were once to be removed, ftill the German genius would always be kept back 
by want of encouragement. 

The fmall court of Weimar is the only one I have yet met with in Germany, where 
the national genius is not left to ftarve; but in order to feed it, the Duke is forced, by 
the fcantinefs of his income, to make his wits counfellors, fecretaries, and lard high trea- 
furers. Klopftock is perhaps the only poet alive, who fhews any thing like a well un- 
derftood patronage in ahy of the German princes. In a word, the moft miferable of 
our journalifts will make his fortune fooner at a German court, than the greateft writer 
of the country. There is a vifible proof of this in the ftate of the academy of this 
country. . 

Amongft the numerous tribe of literati of this country, tyiii ns font Hen, pas meme aca~ 
daniciens, I was made moft happy in the acquaintance of the Jew Mofes Mendelfohn, 
Meifrs. Bufehing, I'eller, Spalding, Nicolai, and Madam Karfchin. 

. Ihe firft of thefe is oue of the moft remarkable writers in Germany. His5voifc? are 
elegant, and his ftylp has a neatnefs, richnefs, and precifion, which muft in time nuke 
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him claffical. He is at the head of a houfe of trade, and brings out his philofophy as 
he can. He amufes himfelf at his fpare hours with the publication of fragments of his 
feattered opinions. He has all the elegance in his manner which diftinguifhes his writ¬ 
ings, and it helps him to carry off a corpulent unweildy body. 

Bufehing, Teller, and Spalding, are members of the confiftorial court. 

I’he firli is the greateft known geographer in Europe. His defeription of Europe 
far furpaffes, in point of accuracy and fullnefs, every thing that has gone before. Geo¬ 
graphy is a fcience which, from the various changes which take place every hour, niuft 
of courfe have many defedls j but 1 doubt whether it be poffiblc to do more than has 
been done by Bufehing. Not only his immenfe induftry, which is abfolctely neceflary 
in a work of this kind, but his wonderful acutenefs in the choice of his help-mates, is 
moft admirable. His hiftorical and geographical magazine contains the mofl ample ma¬ 
terials for modem hiftory, particularly that of Ruflia. He himfelf is an inexhaufliblc 
fund of anecdotes of the European courts; nor is there a Angle one amongft them all, 
with whofe circumftances he is-not as well acquainted, as if he kept a fervant fed in 
each of them. As he pofleffes a great variety of living languages, none of the geogra- 
phical, political, or hiftorical produftions of the age efcape him ; the whole world lays 
ever before him, juft as a part of Switzerland does before General Pfifler of Lucent, 
who you know has contrived to delineate not only the natural and phyfical ftate of each 
country, but alfo the motions of the men in them. I talked to Bufehing of finilhing his 
valuable geography, but he alledged his numerous occupations, which prevent his un- 
dertaking the talk he alFeSed to be delighted with. I could difeover, however, amidft 
all this, that he is deterred by the difficulties of it j and indeed Afia, Af rica, and Ame¬ 
rica, are not fo eafy to be deferibed as’Europe was. I find, however, that he has done 
a great deal towards thefe. 

Teller and Spalding are the mpfl unpriefllike priefts that I Know. No foul upon 
God’s earth is in danger of being damned by them for his fpeculative opinions. Their 
religion is theoretical and practical philofophy. Both of them are wonderful preachers, 
elegant writers, and deans of churches. Contrary to the generality of proteftant 
teachers, they have comfortable incomes, to which it is probable that they owe much 
of the foftnefs and gentlenefs of their manners; as it is often hunger that makes di¬ 
vines ill-mannered, rough, and untraflable. 

Ranilcr is one of the moft amiable poets in all Germany; and none has carried tho 
polifh of his verfe fo high as he. He has fomewhat of the fharp and fhort points of 
Horace, as well as of his nervous and crowded periods. His language is claflical. He 
is profelTor at the cadet fchools, but not in very good circumftances. 

Mr. Nicolai is a prodigy as an original writer, but poffibly ftill greater as a compiler. 
His Sebttldus Nothanker is one of the beft German novels; it is quite original, and 
abounds in ftriking charadfers and interefting fituations. As he is a bookfeller, no 
body can find fault with him for regulating his authorihip according to the pounds and 
fhillings it brings in. There is no German writer, except only Wieland, (who, 
notwithftanding his notorious Jew pradllces in this branch, has dared to blame hiin for 
it,) who knows how to drefs his commodities fo well according to the public tafte, and 
to fend them out at a proper time. His own intereft, however, often coincides with 
that of the public, and they run together. Germany is obl^ed to him for a Literary 
Journal; which, in point of folidity and real merit, has not its equal in Eureme. As 
he is only the compiler, there is no being angry with him if a partial review of a book 
now and then flips in; but there are very few of thefe; whereas all the "Reviews of oih» r 
nations are, generally fpeaking, plots upon the credulity and ignorance of mankind. 
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His converfatioA is fmgularly interefting, as he Is poflefled of a fund of anecdotes of 
German writws, which, if they were to be publiflied, would furpafs every chronicle 
that has hitherto been called fcandalous •. He knows all their clubs, and the fecrets of 
their private houfes. 

Madam Karfchinis an amiable poetels. Her tales breathe innocence, foftfenfibiltiy, 
and peace of mind. She is likewife very good company, and the more admirable for 
having made herfelf what flie is. 

You meet with many womdi in this place who are well acquainted with the polite 
arts, and belles lettres,' Madame Rechlan, among many others I could mention, is an 
excellent German poetefs. I was in feveral focieties where all the young women took 
a part in literary converfations. 

'I’here is no country in which you meet with minifters fd enlightened as you do here. 
All the minifters and effeffive counfellors are chofen men, amongft whom there is hard¬ 
ly one but would be a wonderful writer in his own line. The prefent Attorney General 
has done more in clearing up the fubjefl of criminal legiflation, in a ihott pamphlet on 
the fubjefl, than all the folios and quartos in the Beccaria tafte put tt^ether. The 
minifter Hertlberg, to whom the King’s Effay on German Literature is addrefled, and 
who takes the part of his countrymen with great warmth, has been diftinguiflied by the 
writing of many, and the publication of ftiil-more excellent ftate-papers. He is an 
excellent minifter, and muft be known to you by his conduA of the difpute on the 
Bavarian inheritance, and the peace of Tefchen. The Chief Juftice ZedUtz has pub- 
liihed fome very exellent remarks on education; and many of the King’s counfellors 
are good writers. If, according to the old proverb, a man is known by his fervants, 
every one muft think highly of uie King of Pruffia. 

What principally diftinguifhes the literati of the northern parts of Germany, is their 
acquaintance with'the literature of the more cultivated European nations. I did not 
meet, either here or in Saxony, with a-fingle charader of eminence, who was not well 
acquainted with the beft French, Engliih, and Italian writers. They are true cof- 
mopolites in literature, and totally void of prejudice, either in favour of the produc* 
tions of their own country, or againft thofe of a foreign growth. I have no whefe 
met with fuch univerlal and impartial knowledge of the world as there is here. 
This is an advantage which neither the Engliih, French, or Italians, can difpute with 
them. 


LETTER LIV. 

Berlin, 

OF all the amufements of this town, that which delights me moft at this feafon, is 
the walk in the park on the fouth fide of the Sprey. I have never feen a finer public 
walk. The varied beauties of the woods, alleys, groves, and wildernefs, beggar all 
imagination. It is above three miles round, and has water fulficient to give it more 
life than there is in the walks of muchlarger cities. A part of it commands the Sprey. 
It is a pky that they have not carried it over the parade and t^ royal wood market as 
far as the river, from both banks of which you have very beautiful profpeds. 

In this park on a Sunday you fee Berlin in all its glory. It is to the people of this 
place what the Thuilleries are to Paris, only the nnxture of the company is mvich 
more ftrikJng, as^ou find all the populace and all the fine world here. You ride or 


* Mr. Nicolai, greatly to bh honour, has declared that they never ihaU. 
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walk through without any moleftation. la forae parts of the park you likewife fee 
rows of ladies magnificently drelfed, fitting together as in the Thuilleries, and have 
the fame freedom of ftanng them full ifi 'the face, and comparing them to one 
another. You alfo meet with ihoft of the literati of the place at Hated times. There 
are refrefixments of every kind provided, nor is there, as at Vienna, a police to pre¬ 
vent any amufement ladies and gentlemen may choofe to fall into. , 

I had no oportunity of feeing the Royal Opera, which is looked upon as one of the 
beft in Europe, but is feldom open eJfcept in winter; nor is there any theatre here ex¬ 
cept a very indifferent German one, which is not to be compared with thofe of Vienna 
and Munich. The manager, Mr. Dobbelin, has fome very fingular opinions. He 
places the firength of his company in the number of his adors, and feeins to dillribute 
the parts amongft them by lot. I have often obferved that he who plays the fervant is 
much better qualified to play the mafter, who again, was nature attended to, would 
play the fervant. Among fifty aefors there are hardly four that would be rccl.oned 
tolerable at Vienna. The wardrobe is of a piece with the reft. I faw two pieces in 
which modem manners were reprefented, played in Spanilh drv''ffcs no longer wore. 
Amidft dreffes of the fifteen centuries, you often behold a modern one, efpecially 
amongft the women. The women feldom change their head drefs, though the feene 
ihould happen to be in India; and yet Mr. Dobbelin makes a great outcry about his 
wardrobe, and the propriety of the cojlume. This theatre is fo fmall, that many of the 
fpeftators are obliged to take care left the clouds of heaven over them Ihould be entan¬ 
gled in their hair. I faw trees which were hardly big enough for walking fticks. Some 
of this great king’s troops are carrion, whom hunger has robbed of all their flefti; and 
many are hardly able to move their legs and arms, tor which want of aftion, the aflreffcs 
are accountable, as you may eafily difeover by the found of their voices. , Mr. Dob- 
belin’s wages, which are from fix to eight guilders a week, are indeed not calculated to 
give his people a great deal of ftrength. Their forte confequently confifts in fainting 
away, in which art two or,three of his women furpafs every thing that I have ever feeu 
of the kind. In this they are only excelled by themfelves when they die. Dying is the 
principal bufinefs of every German a£for, and when he knows how to give life to his 
death, like fome great adors I have feen, whofe convulfions began in the feet and ran 
through the whole body, he is fure of the applaufe of a German pit. The tragedy taftc 
which obtains throughout Germany, from the Mediterranean to the Eaftern fea, would 
lead a foreigner to imagine that the country was made up of ravilhers, houfe-breakers, 
&c. efpecially as the fame cannibal gufto is difcoverable through6ut moft of their modem 
romances. 

Though the inhabitants of Berlin, including the garrifon, amount to one hundred 
and forty-two thoufand men, yet it is not able to keep up a good company of players. 
It is entirely owing to want of encouragement that Mr. Dobbelin fuffers half his com¬ 
pany to ftarve, and j>lays1n a building, which in any other city would be looked upon as 
a barn. In this refpe^ the city is unique. You will imagine that the officers alone, 
who are conftantly from eight to nine’hundred in number, would be fufficient to keep 
up a good theatre; but it is not fo. In tmth this is one of the moft eminent marks of 
the poverty and.parfimony of the people of this place. 

A man would not wonder to find the public of all the great cities of the Pruffian mo¬ 
narchy difaffeded to plays. The great induftry which they are remarkable for muft 
Iiave this effeft; but the capital is the rendezvous of all the idlers of the country, and 
though the number of them does not amount to that of any other capital, it Ihould, one 
would think, be fufficient not to let a couple of dozen of players ftarve* Thefe parti- 
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cularities are to be foli^ by cbnfidering that the idle, fuppofing them to have their in¬ 
comes neat and free from incumbraitjce, are ftill very poor people. This is the natural 
conPequence of the wife fyftem of finance efiablifiied % the King. The indufirious part 
of the public dpes not feel the deamefoof the necefiaries of life, which is the confequence 
of the excife and mont^ol^, becaufe the wages of work are raifed in proportion to them. 
But thofe who live op their rents feel their whole weight. If therefore they choofe to 
live confifiently, and in ibme degree anfwa-ably to their efiates, the expence of the the¬ 
atre becomes too weighty an item for their puries. In a word, the labouring part of 
the public do not go to the play here, becaufe labour makes them fparing; and the idle 
do not go becaufe they are too poor. 

I know no ftronger mark of diftinftion betwixt the Pruflian and Auftrian charafter 
than what relates to the theatre. The PrufGan monarchy contains feveral other fine 
cities. In Konigfbcrg there are upwards of fixty thoufand fouls; ip Brellaw, forty thou- 
fand; Stettin, Magdeburg and Potfdamcontain thirty thoufand inhabitants and above; 
Francfcrt on the Oder, Wel'el, Embden, and other cities, have from eighteen to twenty- 
five thoufand inhabitants. A great many have from ten to fifteen thoufand fouls. In all 
thefe, two companies of players can hardly get enough to keep out hunger. On the 
other hand, throughout Auftria you meet witn a theatre in every fmall town. I found 
one at Lintz, at Neuftadt, at St. Polnair, and even at Chreps. The larger cities, as 
Prague, Prefburg, Gratz, Brun, &c. have all ftanding theatres. This di&rence is not 
owing to the difference of fortunes, for Vienna excepted, which is fattened not pnly with 
the marrow of the whole monarchy, but with part of that of Germany; there is much 
more money in the Pruflian, than there is in the Auftrian dominions, though jib Angle 
houfe in the former has an income of fifty, one hundred, or even two hundred thou¬ 
fand guilders. There is an appearance of care amidft the middle clafles of the inhabi¬ 
tants of the Pruflian towns, of which you can have no idea in the Auftrian monarchy, 
the Netherlands and Lombardy only excepted. The only difference confifts in the 
greater induftry of the Pruflians, and the frugality which is infeparable from it. The 
Auftrian cities are full of idlers and fpsndthrifts, who are, on the contrary, the fcarceft 
commodities in the Pruflian ftates. Befides this, the knowledge and manners to be 
found amidft the inhabitants of the greater part of the Pruflian provinces, put them in 
poffeflion of better pleafures than are to be met with in the theatre, the dancing booth, 
the cellar, &c. In the fmalleft Pruflian villages you meet with more happmefs, than in 
many large ftates in Auftria 5 and there is much mbre good done by private perfons in 
the former, than in any of the latter. 

You have long been defirous I ftiould fay foniething to you of the heir of thpPruflian 
monarchy. The common accounts of him are as contradidlory as they are ridiculous. 
There is a German joumalift who has been ftiamelels enough to declare that the King 
Haspurpofely negleded the Prince’s education, in order that the lhades of his future go¬ 
vernment may make his own adminiftration more glorious. It is impoflible to revile ei¬ 
ther the King or Prince with lefs femblance of truth. The Prince of Pruflia is not only 
particularly well educated, but the King feeks eVery opportunity in his power to attach 
him to his fyftem of government. The warmth of his temperament betrayed him into 
fome amorous exceffes in his youth ; but he is now much more Itaid and fober. Ac¬ 
cording to the teftiraony of the King himfelf, who praifes no man upon flight grounds, 
he is a great general; and all thepeople here, who know him at all, affure me that he 
is likewiieagreat ftatefman. He loves the arts and fciences, and what ought to recom¬ 
mend him to the hotice of the German reviewers, thinks much more favoarably of Ger¬ 
man literature than his great uncle. He has been reproached with being referved, and 
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not knowing any thing of friendfliip. This w'as a confequen«*bf his former excefles, 
which naturally rendered him diffident whom he trufled or admitted to be witnefs of his 
irregularities; but it is alio a proof that the King had always a watchful eye over his 
education. All this, however, is much changed within the courfe of a few years, and 
his character has opened itfelf fo much to his advantage, as to render him worthy -of 
ranking amongil the greateft princes, who, by a kind of miracle, of which hiftory affords 
no other example, have within a century raifed the Pruflian kingdom from almoft no¬ 
thing to be one of the moft terrible ftates in Europe. 

'liie only thing which makes the Pruffian patriots at all apprehenfive of a change, is 
a little love for magnificence, and rather too unlimited a generofity. It is true that 
thefc are molt formidable failings in a monarchy, which, like the Pruffian, is built only 
upon fimplicity and frugality, and has no other ftrength but that which arifes from the 
exadeft ceconomy. But the King, who is better acqumnted with this than any body 
clfe, and has ever been a more careful father, both of the Prince and country, than jour- 
nalifis think, has frequently made him feel, by experience, the bad confequences of the 
want of proper frugality ; and though the Prince ffiould not, during his uncle’s life¬ 
time adopt his fyftem of ceconomy, he will not fit half a year upon the throne after his 
death without being convinced that he mufl: adopt it. The Pruffian ftate is a piece of 
clock-work, which ftands ftill as foon as one wheel is impaired; and the Prince has 
wifdom, alacrity, and honour fufficient to give ear to the preffing voice of neceffity, and 
not to let the country fink through his indolence. 

The incomes of the Pruflian princes and princefles are by no means fo fcantyas peo¬ 
ple are generally taught to believe. Every prince, has 50,000 rubles per annum fettled 
on him as foon as he comes of age, and the King’s brother, as well as the hereditary 
prince, have befides, incomes arifing from eftates and places. Prince Henry has nearly 
400,000, and the hereditary prince at leaft 350,000 livres annually to depend upon. 
Neither of them are able to m^e the year meet on their incomes. But in cafes of ne¬ 
ceffity the King is as free of bis affiftance, as of his brotherly and paternal advice. He 
has a fpecial art in mixing advice and admonition with the money he at aiiy time be¬ 
llows. At the fame time there is not a better pay-mafter in the world, nor is there an 
inftance of his having cheated any. individual of a penny in his accounts with them. 

1 cannot conclude this fubje£l without giving you fome more an^dotes of this in ge¬ 
neral fo much niiffaken monarch. 1 fliali not. repeat any of the ftories which are pub¬ 
licly known of him, and do him as much honour as a private man, as his exploits do as 
a monarch. What I have to communicate to you relates to his treatment of perfons 
with wl\gm he had reafon to be diffadsfied, which will ffiew you at once both how little of 
thedefpot he really has in him, and how well he underffanas the art of inflnuating him- 
felf into the cabinets of the feveral European princes, and making himfelf mafter of their 
moft important fecrets. 

I am acquainted with two perfons who have long been employed by the King in mat¬ 
ters of the greateft importance. They are both of them advehturers of the firft ciafs. 
The one pofle&s fome talents, which however are more ffilning than fubftantial, as his 
knowledge is too much confined to his own affairs, and he does not khow the connec¬ 
tion of them with political circumftances. The other had not hands fufficientiy clean, 
but his corruption ms arifen more from diffipation, than nature dr culpable habit. Both 
having been deteflied in impofing upon the King, there came to themfecret advice from 
a third hand, and they difappeared from Berlin at different times. The affair at that 
time made no further noife. . It happened that both had it afterward!: in their power to 
ferve the King, th’^ one at the Eaftern Sea, and the other at the Lower RhiM. All thofe 
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who have at any time bSen in clofe conneftion with the King, even when they quarrel 
with him, preferve an aff^ion for his fervice in their breafts, which fliews more than 
any thing elfe, that the King is not the tyrant he is reprefented to be. 

The abundant love for his fervice, which was niore a confequence of true regard and 
friendfliip than of felf-intereft, induced the fugitives to write the King word that there 
were things on the fpots where they were, in which they could be of fervice to him. 
This happened at diferent times, and the circumftances had nothing to do with each 
other. The King accepted their offers, rewarded them according to their fervices, and 
though he fent them many letters, fome of which I have feen, let fall never a word of 
their former mifdeeds. So far from it, there were marks in feveral of the letters, that 
he wifhed to banifh the remembrance of them from his memory as fall as pollible. A 
flill more extraordinary thing is, that one of the men has been returned this three years, 
and has often had occafion to converfe with the King, without having heard a fyllablc 
from him that could lead, even in the nioft round-about way, to the old flory. 

Some anecdotes which I have been told here, and do not recoiled; to have feen in 
print, fliew that this treatment of the two adventurers did not arife from any regard to 
i'elf-intcreft, but was the refult of the opinions which the King entertains of human na* 

lure. I'he prefent minifter-, was a major in the lall Silefian war. As he had 

confefledly great military talents, the King made him adjutant to General Hiller, who 
was as brave as his own fword, but was no deep thinker. This was done in confe- 
qucnce of the ufual cuftom; for when a dangerous expedition is in hand, Frederick 
always employs perfons with iron bodies, who are ufgd to run without fearing 
againfl any wall he fends them; but then he always places an adjutant behind 
them, to give them the direftion. The major did his duty, and the King was well 
pleafed with him, and expreffed himfeif fo. The next thing you would imagine would 
liave been preferment; but this did not follow; for the gentleman had too much lalt 
in his compofition, and had happened to make fome obfervations rather loo warm on 
the King’s operations. Thefe came to his ears, and made fuch an impreflion on him, 
that he found an opportunity of letting the gentleman know that his adfions were more 
pleafmg than his criticifins. The major now thought that all hopes of his promotion 
were at an end for ever, he therefore retired to a provincial town, and gave himiclf up 
to philofophical purfuits, like a man who had nothing more to hope from the court. 
After a certain time had elapfed, theJCing bethought himfeif of enquiring for him. He 
was told that he was Undying politics and finance for his amufement. On this the King 
let him wait a little while longer, and then promoted him to a confpicuous poll in the 
province, where having bad occafion to difiinguiih himfeif, he was finally called to the 
miniftry, nor has there ever been the leafl: .hint given of what had pafl'ed between him 
and the King. 

Quintus Icilius had once been treated very roughly in confequence of one of his pub¬ 
lications, by a gentleman who was difpleafed, and took the liberty of writing with gr. at 
freedom againll him. A little while after, having occafion to puhlilh again, he alkeci ’ he 
King’s permiffion to do it. “ I have nothing to fify to thefe matters,” replies the mo- 
march, “you mult alk Mr. ——, your reviewer’s leave.” This nettled Quintus ici. 
lius, whofe weak fide was the pride of authbrfhip j and he Ihewed his refentmsnt by ab- 
fenting himlelf for a few nights from the King’s fuppers. When the King imagined his 
author’s pride was a little cooled, he fent him word that he had heard with pleafure that 
he was well again, and hoped to fe * him'at the ufual fcafon. Quintus accordingly at¬ 
tended, and not a b6k or queftion palTed which could put him in the leall diftn ls. - On 
the contrary, the King converfed with him with a femiliarity and good-humoured plea- 
fantry that would have done honour to a private man, and could gome only from one 
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who was a man of the world, and loved mankind as well as heunderftood them. There 
arc many other fraiis of the fame kind, which (hew how different the King of Pruffiais 
in every thing from a Sultan. 

Whilft the Pruffian adminiftration is thus generally mifunderflood ; whilft the very 
courts who endeavour the mod exaftly to imitate the operations of Frederick, cannot 
enter at all into the fpirit of his adminiftration, and commonly either take that for an 
end which is only a means; or for want of thought make thofe parts of their govern¬ 
ment myfterious, which he renders the mod open to every man's infpodion who choofes 
to look upon them ; whild, in fine, mod of the other powers of Europe have not fenfe 
enough to think of learning his fyitem of government; he is perfcQily acquainted with 
the conditution, adminidration, and the external circumdanccs of every power in Eu¬ 
rope, the fmalled and mod apparently infignificant not excepted. He knows France 
better than our whole minidry put together. I have been affured from good authority, 
that for many years pad four perfons have travelled at his expence throughout otir feveral 
provinces, in order to give him accurate information of the population, the agriculture, 
the exports, and particularly the manufadures of the country. I know for a certainty 
that by this means he knows the Audrian provinces better than they are known at Vi¬ 
enna itfelf. The anecdote mentioned in the Dtfeours preUminairc, of the book entitled 
Grande Tadliqueet Manauvres des Gverres fuivant les principcs de Sa Majific Prxtffienc, 
©f the Pruffian ambaflador at Paris, Lord Marlhall, having in vain endeavoured tt) open 
the eyes of our minider for foreign affairs with regard to the affairs of Ruffia, is founded 
tin a fad. Nor is this the only opportunity our miniffers have lod by their prefump- 
tion of being taught by the King what might have been advantageous to the country 
they pretended to govern. It cannot indeed be denied that the emiffaries which he em- 
ploys to come at the fecrets of foreign courts, often make ufe of ways and means by w hich 
honour comes fhort home. When, for indance, the partition or Poland was in agita¬ 
tion, the papers of a private fecrctary of a certain cabinet were procured in a manner 
which much hurt the bonds of private friendfliip ; not only fo, but there was an auda¬ 
city ufed which far furpaffes all idea. Without attempting to apologize for fuch things, 
I can only fay, that as they are artifices which all the courts of Europe allow themfelves, 
none is fo fuccefsful in them as the King of Pruffia, as there is no monarch who has 
inch trudy and acute fervants as he has. The adivity, fidelity, and fecrecy with which 
all his matters are managed, are the caufes why the Pruffian ambaffadors in all courts 
make fuch fliort proceffes, and commonly arrive at their conclufions when other minif- 
ters fird begin to reafon, to conjedure, and to combine. That cabinet which thinks to 
carry on any important thing in w'hich the King of Pruffia is concerned, without his 
coming at the knowledge of it, is much midaken. hi the prefent tranfadions of the 
courts of Peterfburgh and Vienna with regard to the Porte the King of Pruffia has 
If rung fome mines which have opened him the doors of the two cabinets. He told the 
.Tefuits of their fall two years before it happened ; but they believed not in him, and 
imagined themfelves to be much greater prophets. 

Upon the whole, the drengih of the King of Pruffia confids partly in the knowledge 
of his own drength, and partly in that he has of the drength of his rivals. There is a 
double advantage in this, arifing from the underdandings of the latter being as undeady 
and variable as tho fe of the King and his miniders are plain and precife. Want of un- 
derdanding is the mother of pride, which leads us to the greated political errors, and 
makes us defpife our enemies, to our great lofs. This blindnefs it was which, as the 
King well obierved, carried Audria into Silefia, and Great Britaiii into America. He 
jhimfelf is fure never to fall into fuch a fnarc, as his felf-love never blinds him. As a 
proof of this, obferve the remarkable difference there is between Audrian and Pruffian 
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ftate-paperF. In the former the writers always endeavour by all means, and often in the 
midll of vifible marks that they themfelves know better things, to trumpet forth the 
power of Auftria, and lelfen that of Prulfia. The latter, on the contrary, even when 
they are at war with Auftria, Ipeak in the higheft terms of its greatnefs; nor is there 
an inftance of a Pruffian’s having given hiinfelf the trouble in a public writing, to make 
the greatnefs of his country more than it is. They ufe plain fads and arguments, with¬ 
out the leaft exaggeration. A very ftrong diftindive charader this of the two coun¬ 
tries, In the midft of the Bavarian war, whilft Auftrian writers ufed to fet forth that the 
King of Pruffia was obliged to enter into fome war to pay his army, whom he could 
otherwife neither clothe nor feed; the Pruflian minifters only obferved in their ftate- 
papers, how inconceivable it was that fo high and mighty a power as the Houfe of Auf¬ 
tria, a power fo juilly formidable to all the neighbours round, fliould feek to make itfelf 
ftill greater by the depreflion of an old monarch, from whom it had fo little danger to 
apprehend. In a word, the Pruflian kingdom is governed by rule, and the greateft part 
of the reft of the world by opinion. 


LETTER LV. 

Hamburgh, 

THE body, my deareft brother, feels itfelf as much worfe in all the parts of. North 
Germany, than it is in the fouthern ones, as the mind feels itfelf better. On this fide 
the Erts-mountain, the inns, roads, poll-waggons, and all that relates to travelling, are 
the very beft poftible j on the other the inns are not a jot better than the Spanilh ones. 
The roads are like the Hungarian, and inftead of poft-chaifes, they have a kind of large 
farmer’s waggon, without cover or window, in which the pafiengers lay along the ftraw 
like fwine, and are expofed to ail the inclemencies of the weather. On the other hand, 
here you meet with the beft company every where; there is hardly a village fo fmall 
but what has manufa£lures, collodions of the arts, and libraries; befides which, every 
parilh-prieft in the country has more knowledge of mankind, than many a courtier in 
the fouth of Germany. 

Nature has likewife made a great difference with refped to the phyfical appearance 
of the two parts of Germany. Saxony, which is the beft northern province for natural 
fruitfulnefs of country, ftill bears no comparifon with Bohemia, Auftria, Bavaria, and 
Suabia, and the hills of Brandenburg, Pomerania, and Mecklenburg, are not nearly of 
the fame value as thofe of the fame fize in the fouth. 

The dutchy of Mecklenburg is as large as the dutchy of Wirtemberg. The latter 
has five hundred and fixty thoufand inhabitants, and its prince enjoys a revenue of tWG 
millions of rix dollars; the former hardly two hundred and twenty thoufand men, and 
a revenue of not more than four hundred thoufand rix ddllars, of which the Schwerin 
line enjoys three, and tha* of Strelitz one part. Notwithftanding this much larger po¬ 
pulation, the duchy of Wirtemberg could nourilh all the inhabitants of Mecklenburg 
with its fuperfluity. On a calculation, we fliould find that the dutchy of Wirtemberg 
has five or fix times the natural riches of that of Mecklenburg, notwithftanding the 
more advantageous fituation of the latter on the fea. 

With regard to piflurefque appearance of country, there is much more beauty and 
variety in the dutchy of Mecklenburg than in the mark of Brandenburg though ydu 
meet with no hills .properly fo called in either, for the things which they digmfy with 
the name of hills, throughout this whole country, are no other than mole-hills'when 
-compared to true hills. There are however in Mecklenburg, feveral very pretty land- 
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fcapcs, where foft hills beautified with great varieties of woods; meadows covered with 
corn, and little cottages furrounding finall lakes, make a very fine piQure. 

The Mecklenburg farmers are a very ftrong and healthy race of men. Their curling 
white hair reminds the traveller of the old Germans, who heretofore contributed to the 
Roman luxury that aurca ca’faries which, on the head of a thin boned, fallow-faced, and 
coughing young fenator, mult have been the greateft fatire on the corruption of Rome, 
in the eyes of thinking men. Almoft all the fanners in Mecklenburg are flaves ; but 
their fates are not fo hard as they feem, as the nobility are humane, enlightened, and 
good-natured. They, as well as the burgelTes of certain cities, enjoy a freedom here 
which has long been loft in the Upper Germany. The Duke of Mecklenburg and the 
Eledors of Saxony, are the moft limited princes of the empire ; nor have any dccrc< s 
of the imperial court, w hich they have brought forward in their feveral contentions with 
their ftates, yet been able to humble their nobility, whofe jealoufy of the power of their 
governors fometimes amounts to an almoft ridiculous excels. 

The dukes obtained at the treaty of Tefchen, in return for having given up their 
claims on the marquifate of Lcuchtenbcrg, the famous Jus de non appcllando., in corife- 
quence of which no law-fuits can be carried out of their owm courts to the tribunal of 
the empire. They thought by this- to have gained a prodigious advantage over their 
ftates; but thefe protelled againft this privilege, as being inimical to their liberties, and 
the affair is not yet determined. Probably the dukes will maintain themfelvcs in the 
poffeflion of a privilege poffeffed by few except the eleftors, and by this means obtain 
real dominion in their countries. 

When I tell you men of the great world, that there is very good company to be met 
with on the banks of the Lokenifs, the Stor, the Rckenifs, the Warne, and feveral other 
rivers, wfiich thbugh you have never heard them mentioned in your lives, are not only 
as true rivers as the Somme, the Scheld, the Sambre, but in many parts of them navi¬ 
gable rivers too; you will think that my tafte muft needs have fuffered great corrup¬ 
tion from the grofs air of Germany. I can affure you, however, that if by a ftroke of 
a magic wand you could be taken out of your perfumed beds, and without breathing a 
drachm of German air, be tranfported into a circle of Mecklenburg noblefle, yi)u would 
find the fociety very agreeable. It is true you meet there no academicians, no abbes, 
no virtuofi, no journalifts, no players, nor any of the characters which contribute fo 
much to enliven your fociety. But on the other hand, natural found underftandings 
and good hearts give the converfation a ftronger and more fubftantial relifh than all 
your anecdotes and hijlorkttes de cour, your comedies, brochures^ and all the other arti¬ 
ficial ragouts—with which you mix fo much affafoetida. 

I have feen no nobleffe happier, or more hofpitable than tliat of Mecklenburg, 
efpecially that in and about Guftrow. Nor are they fo unacquainted with the refine¬ 
ments ot life, and the great world, as you may imagine. The tables are wonderfully 
Well covered, and you may vifit many perfons W'ho are very well acquainted with the 
life of courts. literature is found among ail ranks who are above the populace. The 
women know nothing of what is commonly called ton. They have none of that boldnefs 
and imperioufnefs, nor yet any thing of the defire of conqueft of our country-women ; 
they are gentle, and attentive to their children, ftill and balhful; but all that they fay is 
fo naif zndi. hearty, that the wit of our moft famous country-women appears loathfome 
and flat to me when compared to it. I was not at all furprifed to find the prefent war 
much the fubjed of converfation throughout the whole of my tour.* The nation take a 
natural concern in it, both on account of the troops they let out, and from their having 
been for feveral centuries very warlike themfclves. No wonder that under fuch cir- 
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cuinftances more than a hundred news papers (hould not be fufficient to fatlsfy their hun¬ 
ger after news. But what I cannot fo readily explain is, the amazing partiality of the 
Germans for the Englifli. You hardly meet with one German out of a hundred who is 
on our fide. The Mecklenburghcrs efpecially have a fondnefs and veneration for our 
enemies which approaches to fuperftition. I was in many places where tliey gave little 
fetes whenever the god with two trumpets, the one before and the other behind, fpread 
reports favourable to the Englifli. It is true indeed that there is fomething great in the. 
heroic deeds and character of the Englifli, which naturally leads the opinion of mankind 
towards them. But it is not only in what relates to war that the Germans are hoilile to 
us. They look upon our government as the excefs of defpotifm, and confider us as a 
tricking and treacherous people. You know that this is the dired oppofite of the cha- 
raftcr we give ourfelves, and indeed of that which is given us by fome other nations 
whom we have made our friends by our franknefs and honefty; but it is the projeftors 
and adventurers, who being caft out by France, have attempted to make their fortunes 
in Germany, that have raifed this prejudice againft us; for which reafon I could not 
forgive the Germans their judging fo unhivourably of us from fuch fpecimens, if I did 
not know that we are equally unjuft towards them, and are apt to confider the baron, 
who often makes a ridiculous figure in Paris, with his embroidered coat, and embroi¬ 
dered vert, as a model of the German nobility. Upon the whole, different nations muft 
forgive each other their prejudices, and it is eafy to forgive them when, as it is in Ger¬ 
many and France, they do no hurt to individuals, however they may affedt national 
pride. In England, Holland, and fome other countries, they are often attended with 
fatal confcquences to individuals, and are therefore not to be forgiven. 

The firfl appearance of the free imperial city of Hamburg is very difgufting and ugly. 
Moft of the flrcets are narrow, clofc, and black, and the populace in them is fierce* 
wild, and, generally fpeaking, nof very clean. As foon however, as a man has made his 
way into the principal houfes, he begins to conceive a more favourable opinion of the 
town. In the houfes of the rich merchants you fee tafte, cleanlinefs, magnificence, and 
at times even profufion. The Hamburghers are the firll proteftants I have feen, who 
have continued good catholics in the material points of eating and drinking. Their 
tables are e\ca better than thofe of the people of Vienna, Gratz, Prague, and Munich, 
whom heretofore I have deferibed to you as fuch commendable proficients in the art of 
the Apicii; nor is there a place in the world where they have fo many refinements on 
the fciifual pleafures as is in this. Though in few parts of Germany gardening is in 
as flourifliing a date as it is here, yet they are not contented w'ith the wonderful vegeta¬ 
bles which their own country affords, but import many fpecies of them from England, 
Holland, and various parts of Germany. This is owing to falhion, which has affixed a 
preference to the vegetables which come from thefe countries. They get together from 
Eaft, Welt, North, and South, what every country produces peculiar to itfelf and coicly 
for the tabic. But it .would far exceed your belief was I to lay before you an exadt 
pidlure of the way of living here. You may however form to yourfelf Ibrae idea of it, 
when I tell you that it is the cuftom in great houfes to give a particular wine with every 
dift. According to the eftabliflied courfes of good houfekeeping. Burgundy, Cham* 
paigne, Malaga, Port and Mofelle, have each their dilierenr dilh to which they belong ; 
io that when the meat is ferved up for which nature, according to the opinion of the 
Hamburghers, has dellined each particular wine, there is always freih glalTes fet* on. 
With young gre',jn beans, which is a difli of fome ducats, and new herrings, a difh which 
cods a guilder, the Hamburghers commonly drink nothing but Malaga wine; and Bur¬ 
gundy is the Handing vehiculum of green peafe. Oyfters mull of all ncceffity fwim in 
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Champaigne; and the coftly fait meats admit of no other convoy than Port and Ma¬ 
deira. You muft not think that this takes place only on feftiyals; by no means; it is 
the daily food of the rich ; and their way of living is adapted in every thing to this. 

I am foon to make fome vifits in the country houfes near town, which are out of all 
number. Equipages, furniture, play tables, every thing, in a word, is anfwerable to the 
expence of the table. Few affemblies of Parifian people of fafliion, are more brilliant 
than the parties who meet in villas here, and they hardly play as high. Thofe who can 
afford to fpend no more than twenty or thirty thoufand livres a year, rank among the 
middling clafs, and though they are all obliged to fupport themfelves by their own in- 
duftry, and that there is fcarce any nobility with a ftated revenue to be met with, there 
are many families who fpend from forty to fifty or fixty thoufand livres a year in their 
houfekeeping. 

Notwithftanding all this love of good eating, the mind is not opprefled and borne 
down by the body here as it is in the fouthern parts of Germany. The Hamburghers 
of the higher clafs are ftill more jovial, more happy, more converfible, and more witty, 
than the Saxons. You meet here with many literati of the firft clafs. Natural hiftory 
particularly flourilhes much, and is held in high eftimation. It was a Hamburgher who 
gave Linnaeus the fundamental ideas of his Syjiefna Natura. As moft of the young 
people are fent abroad to form trading connexions in the feveral ports of London, Pe- 
terfburg, Calais, Bourdeaux, &g. in all which the Hamburghers have houfes, a flranger 
is fure to meet with fome people who are acquainted with his native country. The 
Hamburghers upon the whole are great travellei's, which renders the fociety of this 
place particularly lively and animated. 

The women of this place are handfome, genteel, and freer in their manners than they 
generally are in protellant countries; particularly there obtains a vivacity which a man 
is not ufed to look for in the north, and is a flrong contrail to the aldermannic gullo of 
Holland. Doubtlefs the good eating occafions this. 

One of the great pleafures of this city arifes from the Alfterflufs. It comes from the 
north, almoll through the middle of the city, and forms a lake in it, nearly eight hun¬ 
dred paces in circumference. In a fummer evening this lake is almoft covered over 
with gondolas, which have not fuch a melancholy afpeX as the Venetia.: ones. Thefe 
are filled with family or other parties, and have often boats in attendance upon them 
vvith mufic. The whole has an aftonilhing good effeX, which is fiill greater from there 
being a much-frequented public walk by the lake; the livelinefs of which correfponds 
very pleafingly with that of the people on the water. 

Near the city there are fome villages on the Elbe called the Four Lands, which are 
alfo in fummer a notable rendezvctis of pleafure. The I'armers who live in thefe villages 
Rre in very good circumftances, and take a prodigious fum of money from the town, 
for their excellent vegetables, particularly for their green peafe. Every day during the 
fummer you meet here with partic.s from the city, who are as confpicuous for their gen¬ 
teel appearance, as for their excels in eating and drinking. The farmers* daughters are 
very pretty, and their drefs the handforaell 1 have yet feen amongft this clafs of beings. 
They allure the young men of the city to their cots; and many quarter themfelves here 
under the pretence of a milk diet, but in faX to be near their iweethearts. 

Thefe above mentioned four villaj^es fupply the town with vegetables, butter, milk, 
hay, and many other things of the kind—alfo with moll of the women of pleafure, and 
Eicft of the fpinners. . 

The city of Altona, which lies at no greeat dillance from this town, alfo afiFords this 
people ma’iy opportunities of amufing themfelves. The King of Denmark, who from 
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a jealoufy of Hamburg, endeavours by every means in his power to make this place 
flourifliing, appears to have it in his head to hurt the brothels and inns of the city, as 
well as the trade. Through his care Altona has, in a Ihort fpace of time, from a fraall 
village, become a town of thirty-five thoufand inhabitants, amongft whom, however, to 
fpeak freely, there are far too many rafcals. 

The country round about Hamburg, though a flat, is extremely pleafant; the vzrU 
ous and flourifliing agriculture gives it a very gay appearance; the water, however,, 
contributes much to the beauty. The river conduces extremely to the advantage of 
this city, which by taking the lafl; toll, has almofl an illimited command over it. It is a 
mile and three quarters broad at Hamburg, and forms feveral iflands, on which they 
make parties of pleafure. The afpefl: of this mighty river, always well filled with 
fhips, and in feveral parts containing very rich iflands, has a great deal of majefty in 
it. 'Tis a pity that you enjoy this magnificent profpeft only from a few houfes in the 
city. 

Notwithftanding the quantity of water, and low fituation, the tdr of the place is ex¬ 
tremely good; this is owing to the cleanfmg it receives from the ftrong winds which 
blow upon it from all quarters. The north wind is very dangerous to the city, it 
impedes the courfe of the ftream, and occafions many inundations which frequently 
fill the lower parts of the houfes with water, and do a great deal of mifehief to the- 
country around. 


LETTER LVL 

Hamburg- 

HAMBURG is without comparifon the moft flourifliing commercial city in all Ger¬ 
many. Except London and Amfterdam, there is hardly a port in which you fee con- 
ftantly fo many fliips as you do here. The prefent bufinefs confifts in great part of 
commiffion and carrying j but the proper and folid trade of the inhabitants is likewife 
very confiderable. Their principal trade is driven with Spain and France; and they 
gain confiderably by the exchange with the former. Hamburg has hitherto fupplied 
Spain with mofl: of its linens; it alfo fupplies it with large quantities of iron, copper, 
and other articles which the north produces. The Prulfians, Danes, Swedes, and Ruf¬ 
fians give themfclves a great deal of trouble to be the earners of their own commodities 
to Spain; but it is extremely difficult to turn trade out of an old channel, and many of 
the merchants of the north find the carrying trade of Hamburg too convenient, and in 
part, alfo too profitable to them, for the prefent proprietor to be in any great danger of 
lofing this channel of trade. The fums advanced flay too long at Gales, and when a 
country cannot pay itfelf in the commodities of that it trades with, the trade with Spain: 
is very troublefome. At prefent Hamburg is always in debt to Spain, for except in 
time of war, (when materials for fliip building, ammunition, &c. make fome difference) 
it carries more things out of the country than it fumilhes. Another reafon why that 
part of the northern exports will always go through the hands of the Hamburghers is, 
that they can pay for them quiekly and regularly; whereas the waiting for the fliips 
from the Havannah, without the return of which the Spanilh trade cannot go on, often , 
puts the northern merchant to inconveniencies. 

Sugar cane is the great article which goes from Spam to. Hamburg, by which the 
latter gains great fums. No nation has hitherto been able to vie with the Hamburghers ■ 
in boiling and refining fugars.. The trade for, thefe articles extends through all Ger- 
many,. Poland, and a great part of the north. Other important articles which Ham- 
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burg fakes from Spain, and with which it drives a very confiderable trade in the north, 
arc wine, fait, fruit and the like. Befides all thefe, manufaftures of handkerchiefs, rat¬ 
teens, and ribbons, apothecaries* drugs, and the filhery, form a very confiderable part of 
the trade of the country. There is no place in the woild which contains finer and more 
cunning fpeculators than this does; no circumftance or moment favourable to a fingle 
article efcape them. The prefent war has brought them in aftonifliing fums. 

The enlightened and patriotic governors of this place omit nothing which can con¬ 
tribute to the extenfion of trade. Some years ago the profpcfl: of advantage to their 
fellow citizens made them attempt to open a trade for them on the coaft of Barbary; 
the Dutch were immediately jealous of this, and made the King of Spain believe that 
the Harnburghers fumiflied the Saracens with implements of war : the King, in confe- 
<]ucnce, made fcveral orders, which have Itopped the channel to the prefent merchants, 
whom however he cannot prevent from a much more profitable commerce with his own 
fubje£ts. 

This ftate is furrounded on all fidcs by mighty rivals, of whom, however, the induftry, 
cunning, and liberty of the inhabitants ever get the better. The Danilh government 
omits nothing that can hurt the country; nay it often fecks to hurt it without any prof- 
pe£t of advantage to itfelf. One of the favourite projefts of the Danilh minifters is to 
unite the Eaft Sea to the German Ocean, by a canal joined to the Eyder. This would 
give a death ftroke to the commerce of Lubeck and Hamburg ; but the government 
and the intelligent part of the country are as eafy about this, as they would be if hivS 
Danilh Majefiy was to order a canal to be dug in Greenland. On the other fide, the 
King of Prufiia had, by his terrible taxes, cut oft' the communication of this country 
with Saxony by the Elbe, which was a fevere ftroke to both countries. What did the 
wife government here do ? It entered into a treaty of commerce with Hanover and 
Brunlwick, and laid the plan of a road between Saxony and this place. This foon con¬ 
vinced the King of Pruffia that his toll on the Elbe would be ruined fooner than the 
trade between Hamburg and Saxony, and forced him to lower it accordingly. Still 
however it is too high for the Saxons and Harnburghers, but muft continue for feme 
time within tolerable bounds. 

Notwithftanding all the impediments call in the way of it, the trade of this country 
has been continually gaining ground during this century. No doubt, the immediate 
caufes have been the improvements in agriculture, the increafe of population, and the 
greater approaches towards luxury, made by the inhabitants of the north. Liberty 
alone would however in time have been fufficient to have removed many of the hind¬ 
rances which hoftile neighbours fought to put in the way of the trade. Whilft the 
neighbouring powers were increafing their excife and cullom-houfe duties, and by fo 
doing Hopping up fo many channels of commerce to their fubjefts, here they were 
opening every door both of exports and imports ; and inftead of feeking to rail'e, were 
inventing every poflible method to diminilh the taxes. This illimited freedom of trade 
is of a piece with the fpirit of the conftituiion and of the city, and was the only means 
which the wife governors of it could hit upon to raife the ftate. But if the ftate had 
not been a fingle independant city, as the luxury which fupports a free trade could not 
have been kept up but at the expence of the country, the illimited freedom would have 
been very difadvantageous to the country belonging to it. The politicians of this place 
are in the right when they maintain that illimited liberty of trade is the foundation of 
the well-being of their country; but they are in the wrong for blaming, as they all do, 
the Prulfian iyftem of excife, as a mad fyftem, equally dcftruQive to the country and 
people. There is a great difference between a fingle independant city and a great flate- 
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That commerce which enriches the Hamburghers, makes feveral of the Holflciners 
and Mecklenburghers poor, by taking fo much money from them for coffee, fugar, 
wine. &c. and it would foon ruin the King of PrulTia’s beft provinces, juft as the flou- 
rifliing trade of Dantzick has too much contributed to the impoveriihing of the wide 
extended kingdom of Poland. If Hamburg had a large extent of country, it would 
foon find the bad confequences of an illimited freedom of trade, cfpecially, if like the 
leaders of other republics, its governors would not prefer the inhabitants of the country 
to thofe of the city. In the mean time, the bafe clamour of foreign and domeftic mer¬ 
chants, by neither of whom the King of Pruflia would fuffer his fubjefts to be plundered, 
has made him be reputed a tyrant by Mr. Wraxall, and writers of his ftamp. 

The fortunes of the inhabitants of this country are in a coiiftant ftate of fluduation. 
The expenfivenefs of living is the reafon that there are very few rich houfes; you can 
hardly find any that has been fifty years in the fame ftyle of fplendour. The iinmenfe 
profits of this grand commercial country are fo well divided, that you cannot meet with 
above five perfons who poft'efs a million; but the number of houfes which have from three 
to fix hundred thoufand guilders is extremely great. But then as foon as a merchant 
makes one hundred thoufand guilders, he muft have his coach and country houfe. His 
expences keep pace with his income, fo that the leaft blow brings him back to poverty; 
from which, however, the flighteft labour will extricate him again. Hamburg is truly 
fingular as a commercial city, in this refpeef, for you meet in it with perfons who have 
been bankrupts three or four times, and yet have returned to riches. The man who has- 
an income of from two to three hundred thoufand florins, and makes more fliew with 
it, both in his trade and houfe-keeping, than many Amfterdamers who have many mil¬ 
lions, lofes in a moment his country houfe, his houfe in town, his palace, his warehoufe, 
his coach and gardens, and begins again as a broker; but hardly are his old eftate and 
country houfe fold oft, than he has another eftate, buys another country houfe, is able 
to drive through the town with two prancing HoKleiners before him, and has his gar¬ 
den, his coach, his gambling box,—till, heigh prefto! he is a broker again. The inex¬ 
plicable facility of making ufe of one’s money, renders the Hamburgher here too bold; 
fo that he does more bufinefs with fifty thoui'and florins, than a Dutchman will do with 
two hundred thoufand; but then he is more expofed to reverfe of fortune than the 
Dutchman is. However the fecurity he is under of nor being obliged to beg in his old 
age, renders him quite carelefs. There arc, indeed, no where fo good retreats for bank¬ 
rupts as there are here. If broken merchants do not choofe to turn brokers and try 
their luck afrefh, they have employments given them on which they may live very com¬ 
fortably. Befides thefe, there are funds for the fupport of poor burghers, words which 
mean here bankrupts. There is no place indeed where the eftabiiflirnents for the poor 
are on fo fplendid a footing as they are here. Look where you will you fee that bank¬ 
rupts have had a (hare in the legillation, and that they have fought to make themfelves 
and their pofterity fecure againii all events. 

The great and frequent revolutions in the commercial houfes of this place, give the 
merchant an alacrity which he has no where elfe in the world. The genius of trade 
does no where ib many wonders as it does here. The Hamburghers far outdo the 
Dutch in happy calculations, fpeculation, and fortunate hits ; and you meet with more 
true theory of trade amongft the brokers of this place, than there is to be found in many 
thick books written exprefsly on the fubjeft. Only you muft not expecl to fee the fob- 
jefl: treated with » view to finance, as they have no relifti for cuftoms, excifc> and all 
the modern Jewifli inventions to fpunge the fubftance of the people. 
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The quicknefs and vivacity with which trade is carried on here, employs a larger 
capital than is put into it by the Dutch, who arc more expert at faving money than at 
getting it. The Ilainburgher works himfelf up again with the fame cafe with which he 
falls j whereas the Dutchman could not make his fortune without exceflive parfimony, 
and, commonly fpeaking, is indebted only to his induftry and faving for what he gets. 
Rich inheritances are very fcarce here, in comparifon to the fum of money there is in 
the place, as this is divided amongft too many, and the ebbs and flows are too frequent. 
The great capital of every inhabitant is his induftry and underftanding. 

The illimited credit of the bank of this place, is a certain fign both of the riches of 
the ftate, and of the right notions which prevail here with refpeft to every thing which 
has a relation to trade. The foundations on which this bank refts, are the fimplcft that 
can be imagined. There is neither paper nor any kind of coined money, but only a 
large quantity of filver, which is meafured out by the pound. It is, however, the moil: 
refpeded, and I muft think the moft fecure of all the eftabllflunents of the kind in the 
world. 

I'he government of Hamburg is wonderful. I am acquainted with no commonwealth 
that has fo nicely hit olf the juft mean betwixt ariftocracy and democracy, and fecured 
itfelf fo well againft the inconveniences of both, as this has done. The Icgiflative power 
is in the hands of the aflembled burgeflfes. Thcfe are chofen from the five parilhes of 
the city. The firft college, or firft deputation of them, confifts of the aldermen, three 
of whom are chofen by the inhabitants of each parifh. Every parifli alfo fends nine per- 
fons to the fecond, which, with the former one, make a college of fixty. Finally, each 
parifh contributes twenty-four to the third, making, when joined to the two former, a 
number of one hundred and eighty. The ordinary bufinefs is regularly brought by the 
council before this affembly; but when there is a new law to be made, or a new tax to 
be raifed, after having palled this court, it muft farther be laid before a general aflembly 
of the burghers* The one hundred and eighty, together with fix affellbrs added to 
them from each parilh, muft appear before this affembly, in which every man who pof- 
feffes a houfe of his own, or an eftate that is out of debt, or a certain fum in fpecie 
above the value for which the houfe or eftate is mortgaged, may appear and give his 
vote. 

The mlferable corporation fyftem, which, in other republics approaching towards de¬ 
mocracy, often leads to ridiculous, and often to very ferious and fatal exceffes, has no 
influence here upon the ftate. No manufa£turer can tyrannize over the people, as is 
the cafe in many other republican governments; nor does the happinefs of the whole 
depend upon the will or caprice or a company of Ikinners or barber furgeons. Due 
provifion has alfo been made that the will of the mob, which often overturns the wifeft 
ordinances, and the moft ufeful projefts, in countries approaching fo nearly to the de¬ 
mocratic form as Hamburg does, lliould not eafily do mifehief here. Before a law comes 
before a general affembly of the people, it has been tried and approved by the wifer part 
of them, which renders it not dilEcult to gain over the reft to the good*fide, as of courfe 
they will have confidence in legillators originally nominated by themfelves. This legif- 
lative affembly is likewife fo numerous as to render it very difficult for a part to get the 
maftery over the whole, by the ufual democratic artifices. 

As thefe colleges are eftablilhed for a long time, and are not eafily changed, the 
members of them are well enough acquamted with the true circumftances of the com¬ 
mon wealth, to be able to lay before both their refpeftive communities, and the burgh¬ 
ers in general affembly, an accurate and juft account of the fenfe of every law, proclama- 
dem, or tax. The divifion of the burgher focieties, according to pariflies, has likewife 
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this farther advantage attending it, that family connedions do not eafily acquire a prcju- 
dicial influence as they do in republics divided into corporations or private focieties. / If 
you will take the trouble to compare this conflitution with that of other commonwealths, 
many other advantages will immediately ftrike you. 

The council, In whofe hands the executive power is lodged, confifls of thirty-fix per- 
fons, to wit, four burgomafters, four fyndics, twenty-four counfcllors, and four fecreta- 
ries. Only the burgomafters and counfcllors have votes. It eleds its own members by 
lot. The power being direded only towards the proper execution of tlie laws in being, 
is illimitcd, the natural confequence of which is, that both the courts of juftice and the 
police have a ftrength here which they Iiave in few republics that are fo democratic. 
Nor is government taken in hand here as in other countries, by perlbns who have no 
proper vocation to it. Three of the burgomafters, the counfcllors, and all the fyndics 
and fecretaries, muft be graduated literati, who have given proofs of their learning. One 
burgomafter and ten counfcllors muft, confiftently with the nature of the common¬ 
wealth, be merchants. The pay of the counfcllors is fufficient to reftrain the fpirit of 
innovation. Honour, virtue and ability^ are the moft likely foundations to fuccecd in 
being eleded. When a counfellor abufes his power, he is obliged to leave the city. 
The number of counfcllors is too fratill for the pow'er of private families to be able to 
put a reftraint on the adminiftration of juftice and police. In a word, the legiflative 
power is as gentle and popular as it can be; and the executive is, ^ it mt^i be, monar- 
chically ftrong. Hamburgh is in truth the model of a well-regulated commonwealth. 
A mifapplication or wafte of the public treafure happens very feldom, and is almoft im- 
pofiible, as the perfons who are charged with the adminiftration of it, are no members of 
the council, but on the contrary are watched over with the greateft attention by them 
and the general affembly, and are obliged to the greateft punduality. They confift of 
ten perfons fcleded from the general affembly, and are chofen out of each parlfli, one by 
vote and the other by lot. Every fix years each of the three deputies lays his office 
down, and his parilh fends another in his ftead. The reafon of the change is not as in 
other republics, that all may have a fliare of the cake, but to free the deputies from a 
troublefome and laborious oflice. 

The income of the ftate is very large. It is made up partly from ftanding fources of 
income, and partly from occafional taxes granted by the community. Some taxes are 
voluntary, and the burghers have the right to put what they think their quota into the 
purfe which is (hut, and the deputies dare not Open in their prefence. Upon the whole 
the taxes are confiderable. In order not to let the mouth of the Elbe, on which the ex- 
iftence of the country depends, be choked up with fand, and for the maintenance of the 
fcveral harbours in it, they have been obliged to raife fome taxes, which in appearance 
are beyond their means/ The aggregate of them together makes about 3,000,000 
of marks, or 4,000,000 of livres, and is hardly fufficient for the purpofes required of 
them. 

The quick and conftant revolutions in the fortunes of every citizen fecure this com¬ 
monwealth fi ill more than its conflitution firom the mifehiefs of oligarchy and family plots. 
I'hey know nothing here of domineering or dangerous houfes, from which none of the 
republics of the prefent day are free. One fign of the good government and wonderful 
adrniniflration of this commonwealth is, that it is almoft tile only imperial city that car¬ 
ries none of the fuits between its own picmbers before tlie tribunal of the empire. .At 
Vienna they monnoned to me feveral free imperial tdwwj who had rendered themfelves 
dependant on the Emperor, by carrying their private grievances before the Emperor’s 
court. In the beginning of this century Hamburgh itfelf was expofed to fome danger of 
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this kind, but in 1708 it was fupprened by the benevolent offices of the imperial court, 
and tlie zeal of feveral patriots of the place, and fince that time the tranquillity of the 
country has met with no interruption. The bands of fociety are too faft bound for 
there to be any caufe of uneafinefs about future events. 

The only real caufe of apprehenfion which this city has experienced of late years, has 
arifen from a niifunderllood religious zeal; but in our time religious zeal, if it light 
any fire, can only light up a fire of llraw, which is very eafily put out again. In the in- 
ilance before us, the imperial minillers, (whom the burgelTcs have more than one caufe 
to refpeft) and the wifdom of the council united, took joint care that the fparks fliould 
be fmothered before they could break out into a flame. The cafe was this: Hamburg 
was bleffed with an orthodox prieft, who let it want for nothing that could ftir up a 
flame. This, by conftant blowing, he had at length fo well fed, that the people were for 
proceeding to aftion to prevent the catholics from ferving God in the chapel belonging 
to the Imperial miniller; but the police took care to prevent the mifehief, which has 
never fince broke out to any extent. There is indeed at the head of the prefent clergy, 
a man who would do our prefent philofophical age very little credit, were it not that 
every body knows the government only fufl’ers him becaufe they are fccure that his in- 
quilitorial fpirit only hurts himfelf, and cannot have the lead bud efl'ed upon others. 
This gentleman, who is called Gofs, fome time fince gave fire in his pulpit againft the 
pope and all his adherents; but this produced no other effect than his being compelled 
to make an apology to the imperial minifter. The cafe it feems was this : When this 
gentleman firft amended his paper tribunal, the culloin ftill prevailed at Hamburg of 
curfing the pope and all his adherents publicly in the prayer before fermon. The go- 
vernment wifely perceiving that this gave great fcandal in fuch times as thefe, ordered 
the court prieft to omit this ceremony in future. The love, however, of curfing, had 
taken fuch firm pofleffion of the man, that he not only gave in a formal proteftation 
againft this inroad of the fpiritual upon the temporal power; but the next funday, 
without waiting to fee what anfwcr his fuperiors would make, fired a double volley. 
Upon this, the council took the beft way of teaching the ill-mannered brute a better be¬ 
haviour, by puniftiing him with the lofs of his fat benefice. Mynheer high paftor had 
foon philofophy enough to fee that it was better for him not to curfe than to ftarve, and 
fo the pope and his ftate had juftice done them in the ftate and high church of Ham¬ 
burgh. But though this man has been many times publicly and univerfally hilTed fince 
this event, which took place twelve or fifteen years ago, and though he has been the jeft 
of all the proteftant part of Germany, and even of his own brethren at Hamburg, yet is 
not his holy head in the leaft cooled. He raves as publicly againft the race of monks, 
as he does againft the pope. He is the declared enemy of all public amufements. The 
theatres are a particular eye-fore to him. This, as the better part of the public do no¬ 
thing but amufe themfelves with him, gave rife to a very humourous adventure. An 
Engiifltman who happened to be at the play, w'as fo pleafed with a piece which he faw 
exhibited, that he afked the gentleman; who fat next to him, the name of the author. 
The gentleman, whofe name is Dreyer, happening to be a wit, aflured the Englifliman 
that this very excellent and intcrefting drama was written by Mr. Gofs, firft preacher in 
Hamburg. The Englifliman, full of impatience to be acquainted with fuch an extraor¬ 
dinary good poet, went the next day to make his bow to the reverend author, who, con¬ 
trary to hisexpeSation, received the compliment upon the fruit of his brain fo ill, that 
he fairly fliewed him the outlide.oF his door. Dreyer, who had fent the Briton on the 
errand, foon after met him in the ftreet, where the Englifliman, with'out entering into 
the leaft explanation, gave him fuch a box on the ear, as very nearly brought him to tlie 
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ground. Notwithftanding which, Mr. Dreyer has fince that time played the anti-the 4 tri- 
cal prieft feveral other tricks. 

I have talked to you thus long of this prieft, in order to convince you that the pro- 
teftant clergy are not as tolerant throughout Germany as they are in Priyflia and Sax¬ 
ony. Notwithftanding this, the religion of the more fafliionable people who inhabit the 
lower parts of the Elbe, is by no means fo auftere as that of thofe who dwell higher up. 
7 ’he miftaken zeal againft public amufements is attended with this bad confequence here, 
thatevei7 other kind of pernicious excels reigns uncontrolled. Thuswhilft no theatre 
can fupport itfclf in a city which has ninety thoufand inhabitants, many thoufand guil¬ 
ders are every day loft at play during t!ie hours in which it is ufual in other places to go 
to the play. 


LETTER LVII. 

Hamburgh 

SINCE my laft letter, my deareft brother, I have made an excurfion into the territo¬ 
ries of Denmark. As foon as I came into Holftein, which is fiill a part of Germany, 
I was ftruck with the difference of living and manners, as well as the diverftty of agri¬ 
culture; but when I had got fome polls beyond the Eydcr, which is the natural boun¬ 
dary between Germany and Denmark, 1 found a difi'erence betw'ixt Germany and this 
country, which w'as as ftriking as any betwixt Bavaria and Saxony. When people praife 
proteftants for their good fenfe, and freedom from prejudices deftruftive of happiaefs, 
they ought to make foine limitations; as fhould proteftants alfo when, they pafs indif- 
criminate cenfures on the catholics, for their ftupidity, lazinefs and debauchery. 

The Danes are at Icaft a century behind moft of tlie proteftant ftates of Germany, and 
in no refpefts better than the Bavarians or Portuguefe. They are the moft melanclioly, 
moft untradtable, and moft clownifli people I have hitherto feen. Their debauchery, 
bigotry, and brutality diftinguifli them fo much from the greater part of the Germans, 
that it is only neceflary to be araongft them to be convinced of the inefficacy of religion 
alone to make men better, when other favourable circumflances do not concur. 'I’here 
are, it is true, enlightened men amongft the priefts of this country, but in general they 
are as proud, as intolerant, and as ignorant as the Spanilh priefts. I law fome of them who 
were likewife very like the Spanilh priefts in theirexternal appearance. They wore their 
fpeftacles over the nofe, held up their heads, drew back the body, fpoke through the 
nofe and throat, and ftrutted juft like the priefts at Barcelona or Saragofl'a. When 
they fit down to preach, they do it as if they were in labour with the falvation of man¬ 
kind. Ivifited one of them, who paffes for a great botanift, though he knows nothing mure 
than the medicinal plants of his own country. He was ftudying his fermon for the next 
Sunday. It was long a matter of doubt whether or no he would give me an audience. 
After having converfed for about half an hour upon the wind and weather, with his two 
daughters, the fillieft and. moft unformed creatures 1 had ever feen, who, out of real or 
affefted modefty, never trufted themfelves to look in my face, out came their bulky 
and yellow-coloured mother from theftudyof her lord and hufband, to affiire me that 
he was extremely bufy about his Sunday’s difeourfe, which would however only take 
liim up another hour, after which I ftiould have the honour of finoking a pipe of toDacco 
with him. I was for fome minutes in doubt whether I fhould accept of -this honour or 
not. It rather hurt my felf-Iove to think that I was deftined to ferve a clownifli prieft 
for the vehiculum tp his fmoking, and I would have gone away, but that I recollefted that 
had I been among the Hottentots, I fliould have been obliged to pay refpcdl to the cuf- 
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toms of the country. After waiting therefore fome tipe the penetrale was opened, and 
I beheld my hero, a lliort fquare figure, the TruUiber of fcience, enthroned amidll: a 
labyrinth of books, and encompaffed with clouds of fmoke which fcarce allowed me to 
view his vifage. In four or five minutes our converfation was at an end.. I tried him 
every way, but no tone I could take would bring a word out in return. At length, 
after having obferved himfelf that fmoking rather fpoiled the converfatioUj he took his 
fermon in hand, and read me a period or two by way of enlivening it. Of this I did not 
hear a word, as the fmoke of the tobacco puffed under my nofe, took away my refpira;- 
tion, and obliged me to attend to felf-prefervation; biit he was determined I (hould not 
get off thus, aiid fo propofed to open what he called his treafure. This was a chell 
which contained all the fermons he had ever written, making in all eight or ten thick fo¬ 
lio volumes. When he took out the firft a cold fweat ran down my Ihoulders, which 
making him apprehenfive that he might kill his patient, he affured me he would read 
only the texts of the fermons from the tables of contents. I bore it for one table with 
great refignation; but as he was taking down the fecond folio, took my hat and flick 
and hurried to the door. In no proteffant country which I have yet feen, Holland itfelf 
not excepted, are the priefts held in fuch profound reverence by the people as they arc 
in Denmark. Pride and infolence in the miniflers of a humble religion, is ever a fure 
mark of little knowledge and a bad government in the places where it is found. The 
temporal and fpirkual powers arc by nature fo jealous of each other, that there, muff al¬ 
ways be indolence in the governors when the priefthood comes to have a certain degree 
of authority. Every body knows what an influence the Danifh priefts had in the fate of 
Struenfee. You obferve indeed, in every part of Denmark, notwiihftanding many fo¬ 
reigners are fettled there, many marks of the overgrown power of the priefts. In fe- 
veral places I found prejudices conceived againft me, on account of my being a catholic, 
by people from whom one fliould have expefted better things. At Horfens, a young 
lady of one of the beft houfes, could not be perfuaded that the catholics were chrittians. 
They look upon us in the fame light as Jews and heathens. I do not believe that the 
King of Denmark, as abfolute as his power is, in other things, could make as great ad¬ 
vances to toleration, as has been done at Vienna. 

The government of Denmark is the moft defpotic in the univerfe. This form of go¬ 
vernment ha^ its advantages and difadvantages; the fmallnefs of the country renders it 
eafy to govern thus j and on the other hand, this very circumftance makes the people 
feel more fevercly the weaknefs and oppreflion of its governors. Denmark is in truth 
the fmalleft of all the European powers. It contains hardly one million eight hundred 
thoufand inhabitants, Lapland, Greenland, and Iceland included ; and the Holftein- 
ers, who live in a part of Germany, hardly make the number two millions in all. The 
King of Denmark’s income does not amount to above 9,000,000 of Rhenifh florins, or 
20,000,000 of livres *, even with what arifes from the paflage of the Sound, which the 
fea faring nations willingly pay. He cannot cope with the Eljsdtor of Saxony, and the 
Eleiior of Bavaria is upon a footing with him. Without fubfidies, the King of Den¬ 
mark is unable to maintain an army of forty-^houfand men, and a fleet of twenty fhif« 
of the line only for a few years. The taxes are very high, and fome of them are of a 
fort which ar^ met with in very few countries. Here a man muff pay for a licenfe to 
marry. Our government you know formerly raifed a tax on bitchelors j but the Da- 
nith and French principles of government are very different.. 
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The emptinefs of the treafury is the reafon why more projeds are entered into in 
Denmark than in any other country in the world ; but molt of them are only air bub¬ 
bles, which are in general blown away by the firft wind. The private interell of the 
projedlor is commonly at the bottom of them all, and the court wants not only the 
power, but the good will to encourage the projeds of good patriots. The King, who 
is the only king in modern hiftory who has dillinguiflied himfelf by a public trial of his 
wife, is obliged to leave a great part of the government to his minilter. His ftep-mo- 
ther, it is true, pofleffes a great deal of court-craft; but dill the minillers and counfcl- 
lors have the mod influence. Amongft them, there are condantly cabals, intrigues, 
and revolutions, as you may learn from the hiftory of Struenfee, particularly his apology, 
which will make every man who reads it exclaim —Beatus ilk qui procul. Another firllt 
minifter has been lately difmiffed. 

St. Qermain was very ill treated in Copenhagen. The late King called him to his court, 
with a view of having his troops better difciplined, at a time when it was his intention to 
take part in the affairs of tlie north, or at leaft to make himfelf formidable. St. Ger¬ 
main was told that he would have the command of fifty or fixty thoufand men ; but 
when he came, he found hardly any foldicrs except the guards. The reft confided 
partly of a wild undifeiplined militia, and partly of a number of hungary invalids. There 
was no cavalry at all. The good King, who had only feen his troops upon paper, and 
probably, as he was not born for a number of troops, had not fufliciently confidered them 
even there, could not eafily conceive how his great army ihould have mouldered away 
by St. Germain's arrival. Some of the miniftry, who governed the paper troops, en¬ 
tertained hopes that St. Germain would play part of the game with them ; but he was 
not the man for their purpefe, for as foon as he found out that part of the futns deftined 
for the payment of the forces went into the purfes of the miniftry, commifl'arics, ad 
officers, he fet himfelf with his ufual determined fpirit to bring about a reformation. He, 
however, foon found out, that even if the abides could be correfled, the hopes of hav¬ 
ing an army able to take part in the affairs of the north, muft continue a vain exp€v;ba- 
tioii. Being fatisfied, therefore, that where there is nothing, there can be nothing to 
reform, he told the King, with his ufual freedom, that he faw nothing in which he could 
be of any ufe to his Majefty; on the contrary, he was only a burthen, and in his opinion, 
it would be moll advileable to fend him away again. 

I'he miaifters were extremely happy to get rid of fo troublefome an infpeclor, and 
the more, becaufe they could not eafily have got rid of him by a court intrigue, becaufe 
the King loved him ; for court intrigues can do but little againft extraordinary talents, 
united with a true knowledge of human nature and courts, where eljjecially, as the cafe 
was here, the fovereign is on the fide of juftice as often as he underftands it. After 
fome trifling, and a great many "under-hand tricks, the miniftry propofed to St. Ger¬ 
main to accept of a certain fum of money paid once for all, inftead of the promifed pen- 
lion. Nothing could be more-agreeable to him than this, as he knew the unfteadinefs 
of the Danifli court. But he was unfortunate in the end, for having never paid any 
attention to his own private money matters, he thoughtlefsiy contented himfelf with a 
letter of credit of fifty or fixty thoufand thalers*, on a merchant at Hamburgh, whom, 
on his arrival in that city, he found had become a bankrupt, and was run away from 
the Gernian ftates and territory. St. Germain thought, to his laft hour, that the minif¬ 
ter was an accomplice in the robbery. It is well known that he was maintained for a 
long time after by a collc£tion made for him by the officers of our German troops, but 
of their own allowance. A beautiful trait in the hiftory of the Danilh minifters. 
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Struenfee, and every other man who had a grain of penetration, thought that the 
bed principles of government which the couit of Denmark could adopt, would be to 
make retrenchments of the Turns expended on foreign affairs ; not to meddle with the 
difputes fubfiding between the other German powers; to limit its own elfablilhment to 
what would fufficc for the maintenance of the internal tranquillity and the police, and 
to employ all its drength in the cultivation of the wade lands, and the promotion of in- 
dudry. This is indeed all that experience and patriotifm united can recommend; for 
in the prefent circumdances of the two countries, Denmark has nothing to apprehend 
from Sweden, or if it had, a word from Rullia or T'ruflia would fet every thing 
to rights there. But on the other fide of the country, the fird eleftor of Germany 
who fhall fet himfelf to oppofe an extenfion of the Danidi power woi.id reduce the 
country to great difficulties. The lofs of a Tingle magazine or treafury would put an 
end to their whole w'’* apparatus • nay, even if mod of their operations did not depend 
upon foreign fubfidies, they would oi be able f ket the field long againft a middling 
German army. The militia of the coun‘")', rthic' the drength of; he army princi¬ 
pally confids, is raw and unformed, and the Germar forces, • .hich have been raifed a.i 
a great expence, would defert the indant thej fet fooi o”* of the •'untr)'; for they all 
deled a climate in which, by rcafon of the unvvholef* .nenels ^^f the air, the bad and un- 
ufual food, and the little attention inewn to their health, they are expofed to periffi like 
To many fleas. "Whenever I had occafion to tonverfe with Germans in the Dani/li fer- 
vice, the tears uTed to run down their cheeks, when they recounted how they had been 
decoyed away by crimps, and deferibed the miferies of their prefent dale. Indeed the 
indances of the extraordinary means they have made ufe of to get out of the deteded 
country, are almod incredible. Befides a'' ‘^his, there is a want of cavalry, which in 
the prefent time is fo ferviceable, and conditutes a fourth part of the German armies. 
Innumerable fubfidies indeed would be r-'quired to put that of this country upon a re- 
fpedable footing. It canmt be raifed out of nothing in a minute, on the breaking out 
of a war; and the maintenance of it in time of peace demands an expence which the 
refources of the date, with all the lubfides they can procure, are not equal to. The 
times are pad, in which wonders could be done with a handful of undifciplined and diT- 
obedieni troops, who were maintained at the cod of the enemy. The mode of war 
now in-uf^ requires preparation, and a provifion for fuch and fo many wants as would 
make the Danilh minider’s hair dand an end, if an account of them were to be fet be¬ 
fore him. Suppofing the Danifh court to receive a fubfidy of even a million of thalers • 
per annum, which is more than the French or Englifli courts have ever given to the 
courts of Stockholm or Copenhagen, this would hardly be fufficient to enable it to keep 
the field one campaign with an army of 40,000 men, and it would be completely ruined 
by the lofs of a fingle battle. The Ihort campaign in the Bavarian war fome years ago, 
though no extraordinary drdke was druck in it, cod the court of Vienna feventy-two 
millions of Rhenifh guilders •, exclufive of the fums expended on previous prepara¬ 
tions, which are always neceffary. The army was at lead three hundred thoufand men 
ilrong. Calculate what the proportion will be for forty thoufand men—but what would 
forty thoufand men do, if, what however is impoffible, the court of Denmark alone 
was to carry on any operations for a length of time out of its own territories; The 
King of Pruflia would fwallow up this army in a moment, let him have ever fo much 
occupation j for it is a maxim, Aat when a man is once engaged with great enemies, 
Ue will do well to add lefler ones to them, as a fingle droke may from theTe all that 
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is loft on the other fide. What became of the Swedifli army, whom French fubfidies 
led into Pomerania, in the laft Silefian war ? And yet the King of Pruffia had at that, 
time to cope with moft of the principal powers in Europe. What became of the poor 
Saxons ? of the poor army of the empire ? And yet the Saxon and Imperial troops 
were better kept, and at Icaft as well fed, as the Danifli are likely to be. 

Denmark cannot, like Sweden, be compelled in any cafe to break the neutrality, nor 
is it neceflary for it, on that account, always to maintain itfcif in a refpedlable fituation. 
For morereafons than one, it has nothing to apprehend from Sweden, and its pofition 
fecures it on every other fide. Indeed, could it render its power ever fo rcfpedable, it 
has nothing to expeQ; at any time by taking part in an offenfive war, but a great deal 
to lofe; whereas he advantages it would derive from beftowing the fuins wafted in 
military preparations on th improvement of the country, are confiderable. I have been 
thus particular on this point, in ,der to convince you and your friends, that our court 
added a new folly to the man, i’. has lately been guilty of, when for certain privy pur- 
pofes it gave fubfidies to the nifti court. The money was in every refpcvl thrown, 
away. Half of it ftuck .0 : "ingers of tb j Da’^ifti minifters ant ^ .iimitTaries, anu the 

other half was vt"- ill ''• eiit. Strong all tl'ete re"rons are againft the keeping up a 
great land army in D mmark e* y day pi ’i ces frefti ^ ojecio to encourage it, I'he 
vain minifter, whom Struenfe has ft) weh depided in .,if a,.ology, will not let the world 
forget (hat Denmark is a mrnarchv. H'’ gives u*. .elf-urs of aftoniftiing confequencc. 
A few external marks of refpeft from the great courts, make Inin believe that he is re- 
fpeded, whereas he is in faft ihe jeft of them all. A fingle word from the R uflian 
minifter brings the whole country to the Emprefs’s feet; and ftie has at Icaft twenty 
times more weight at Copenhagen, than either at N^ienna or at Berlin, It \fill certainly 
be much more politic in Denmark to aim only at being a maritime power, which is 
more confiftent with the nature ^f the country, aud the fituation of the people. By 
purfuing this plan the Danes might, with fome aflillance, make themfeivcs formidable, 
or at leaft proted their merchants in time of war. B the Danifli minifter choofes to 
fliine both by fea and land. The navy accordingly confifts of fifty fbips, including 
thofe of fifty guns; however, not above fix of ihefc are in a cond'tion to pur .0 fea 
under fix or eight weeks, though fince the armed neutrality they have been making all 
forts of preparation to put to fea. Many Ihips have been repaired within thefe fix or 
eight years, and others are no longer in a reparable ftate. 

The facility with which adventurers of the firft clafs contrive to make their way into 
the Danifli councils, and even into the miniftry, is no very favourable fyraptom of the 
wifdom of this court. There is a proverb at Hamburgh, that when a man is fit for 
nothing elle, he is fit for a Danifli privy councellor, and may make his fortune by pro- 
jeds at Copenhagen. Under fuch circumftances much patriotifm is not to be expeded. 
Upon the whole, the Danifli government is a vifible proof, that defpotifm, notwithftand- 
ing all its great apparent fo/ce, is the weakeft of all governments, when the head is not 
very found and ftrong. The minifters ride on the councellors, the councellors on the 
fecretaries, the fecretaries on their clerks, and the wives of all thefe on their lovers. It 
fometimes happens too, that the minifter is governed by the counfellor, the counfellor 
by the clerk, and fo on; all this produces an abfolute anarchy, and the quiet and hap- 
pinefs of the country depends upon the throwing the handkerchief to this or that wo¬ 
man. It is no wonder, that in a court like this many cataftrophes happen fimilar to, 
that which took place, ten years ago. Prince Frederick, the King’s brother-in-law, pro- 
mifes the country fome hopes of better days. He feems to be more difpofed to do 
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•wliat is right, ^han to govern by fadion or intrigue. Ilis influence is however hitherto 
very limited. 

On my return out of Lapland, I came hither by Lubeck. That place, which for- 
n)erly played fo great a part in the league of the Hantz cities, has fcarce half the im- 
portaiice of Hamburgh in point either of population, riches, or trade. The Danifii 
iiiinifter fets his whole force againft this place, as he has only Hamburgh and it to fear. 
At I.ubech, however, his principal operations are confined for the prefent, for though 
he makes the poor town feel what he would do by every petty injury in his power, he 
dares i;ot hitherto come to open hollilities, as it; is proteded by the Emperor antT the 
/hues of the empire. He is therefore compelled to change his fiege into a kind of 
blockade. The bond of union betwixt the German imperial towns operates much more 
forcibly with regard to foreign powers, than is commonly imagined ; and the article in 
the Emperor’s coronation oath, not to allow of any diminution of the empire, is main- 
tained in its full force under Jofeph the Second. It is indeed this article which compels 
our court to treat the fmall princes its neighbours who border on Germany with much 
more attention and refped than it Ihews towards the other fovercign Itates in its neigh¬ 
bourhood, It would not dare, for inflance, to ad towards the imperial ftate of Spires, 
as if has lately done towards Geneva, where it is interpofed with fuch great efled, after 
having formally renounced the mediation, and having hardly any bond of union with 
ihe city. 


LETTER LVni, 

Hamvc)\ 

ALIi the country, dear brother, which lays to the north and north-w^eft of this, and is 
watered by the Elbe and the Embs, is partly fand, and partly mud and inorafs. In¬ 
deed the mud which is thrown up by the fea and rivers, is looked upon here as a para- 
difaical earth, as it affords the inhabitants bread and hay, whilft the higher countries are 
nothing but fand. Here, my dear brother, a man perceives, for the firft time, the 
bleffings of a mountainous country. Through the whole road, from Hamburg to Emb- 
den, and from thence through a great part of Weftphalia to this place, I did not fee a 
lingle hill, a fingle laughing landfcape, fliady foreft, beautiful wood, or, in brief, any of 
the things which can give a fillip to life. In Weftphalia I faw large heaths which were 
ffill more barren than thofe of Jutland. The whole country has been fubject to revo¬ 
lutions. It is a bottom of fand, which the rivers from the higher p?irts of Germany 
have formed, and to which they are conftantly adding. In fome parts the fea adds a 
quantity of mud, and in others entirely demoliffies the barriers oppofed to it, fo that the 
inhabitants have conftantly to contend with the water and frogs. The rivers overflow 
every year, and lay the country for many miles under water. The inundations of 
the Wefer are particularly terrible, Wlicn they happen, the cities and villages arc as 
it Were in the mid ft of a fea, and feem to form fo many illajids. The confequcnces of 
this are agues, colds, and fevers, which would commit vaft ravages amongft the poor 
people, were k not that cuftom renders them hardy, and that they are in a habit of 
warming their infides well with brandy. To a ftrangcr, however, the country muft be 
extremely unwholefome in winter and fpring. The inhabitants are all through of the 
'fiiail order, yellow (kinned, foft flelhed, and full of wrinkles. Their fmall round figures 
are very ftriking when you compare them to the tall long Germans of the fouthern 
parts. You hardly ever fee rofy cheeks among the men of the country, and but very 
ft-'kUmi among the women. They live here as in Denmark, failor-like, upon fhcll-fifli, 
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(which they render very palatable) fifli, fruits, and brandy, of which laft the wives of 
the common people take large bumpers. Of the fine fruits and excellent vegetables 
which the other Germans, particularly the Suabians and inhabitants about the Rhine, 
are fo fond of, they know nothing. The people are ftupid, naturally melancholy, and 
generally fpoaking dirty; they are not, however, particularly in the Hanoverian coun¬ 
try, fo ferocious and ill-natured as the Danes. Many of the farmers here are very rich. 
The facility with which they difpofe of their crops, the great fertility of their marflies, 
their fifheries, the great extent of land they pofl'efs amonglt the heaths, (which may 
always be ufed for paftures) and the government, which is ever very gentle, fecure them 
advantages which the inhabitants of many countries in which nature has poured out all 
her abundance, do not enjoy. In many parts of Weftphalia 1 faw no iinall villages, 
but the whole country belonged to fome great landlords, whofe eftates reached many 
miles in circumference. There are, however, likewife fome very fmall farmers. Thole 
particularly who dwell on this fide the VVefer, about Bremen and Delmenhorfl, appear 
in general not to be in very good circumftances. In many places they have their cattle 
in their houfes; and I have been twice forced to reft upon a draw bed amongft the 
cows, which is indeed an accident that is fure to happen to a knight-errant of my com- 
plexion, as foon as he goes a ftep out of the great roads. In the fmall villages there are 
no inns, and a man is forced to put up with the fmall farmers, who have nothing to let 
before him but brandy or potatoes, or fome faked bacon, and brown bread made of 
bran. I cannot conceive how our troops did to exift in this country during the laft 
Silefian war. 

Bremen is a very rich city, containing about five and twenty thoufand iniiabitants. 
It drives a very large trade for iron, flax, hemp, and linen, with France, England, 
Spain and Fortugal, and in return takes back other provilions, with which it fupplies 
Weftphalia and the countries about Hanover. It alfo gets a great deal by its filheries; 
the trade for blubber with the fouth of Germany is very confiderable. Stiff and fullen 
as the inhabitants of the country are in general, you meet with fome very fociable and 
converfable people amongft them. 

Enibden is by no means fo fine a place as Bremen. The King of Pruflia has taken 
an evcrlafting diflike to the inhabitants of this city, who, to fay the truth, when taken in 
the lump, are not a very amiable people. I'hey are very remarkable for their lazinefs 
and infenlibility. It was a great while before the good endeavours of the King to turn 
this people to commerce and fhip-building were attended with any fuccefs. The Eaft 
India Company, which he had eftablilhed at a great cxpencc in this ci y, was ruined 
within a few years of its ereftion, and certain republican prejudices, which the burghers 
of this city affe£ted, rendered all the King’s other eftbrts for a time ineffedual. At 
length the aftivity and wifdom of the government, attended with fome fortunate cir¬ 
cumftances, got the better of the impediments to that extenfion of commerce for which 
the city is particularly well fituated. The herring fifhery, which the King took every 
llepin his power to encourage, brings in large fums of money every year. The Ame¬ 
rican war aflifted the King’s defigns very much, and the trade of the place now begins 
to be very flourifhing. Embden imports many Weflphalian linens to the fouth coun¬ 
tries, and provides a part of Weftphalia with fpices and wines. They have alfo a con¬ 
fiderable trade in cheefe. Their harbour is extremely good. 

The duchies of Oldenburg and Delmenhorfl:, which the King of Denmark, at rile 
defire of the Ruflian court, exchanged for a part of Holftein, with a prince of Gottorp, 
now make a very good principality, which contains feventy-five thoufand people, and 
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yields every year about four liundrcd thoufand Rheniili guilders *. It is from all thefe 
countries, but particularly from Fiicfland, that they procure the ftrong fine coach-horfes 
who trot fo proudly over the pavement of many Italian cities, and are fometimes, though 
feldoiner, met with in Franco. The court of Peterlburgh buys up I’everal of thefe 
horft’s to mount its heavy cavalry, who look very formidable on this terrible cattle. 
The Dutch cuirafiiers arc fupplledfrom Flolfiein, and in truth the horfes of that country 
are preferable to thoie of Fricllaiul and Oldenburg for this fcrvicc, as with the fame 
ftrength they conned more alacrity and life. 

Hanover, confider it in what light you will, is a very fine city. The number of its 
inhabitants is about twenty thoufand. 'I'bere are very good focieties here, to which the 
•officers contribute not a little. The nobility is as poliilied and refined in its manners 
as that of any other German city. The country, which hereabouts begins to be more 
elevated, is not quite fo ugly as the deeper country round the Wefer. Prince Frede¬ 
rick, the King’s lecond fon, refides here at prefent, and makes a particular circle of the 
inhabitants very happy. He is bifliop of Ofnaburg, which principality produces him, 
yearly, a revenue of one hundred and eighty thoufand Rhcnifli florins. Having come 
to this very early in life, and his indulgent father having given up to him, when he 
comes of age, all the province of the bifhopric, without any dedudVion whatever, he 
will have an income of three millions of florins, or three hundred thoufand pounds. 
They wifh and hope here, that in procefs of time he will be declared governor of his 
father’s pofleflions in this country, anti refide conftantly. His great income will make 
this a confiderable advantage to the city in point of intei'cft, and his wonderful educa¬ 
tion gives the whole country hopes of a wife and gentle adminiftration. 

Though feme parts of the electorate of Hanover are very fertile, yet, upon the 
whole, it is the moft miferable part of all Germany. It is about feven hundred Ger¬ 
man miles in circumference, but hardly contains feven hundred thoufand inhabitants; 
nay, fome think this is going too far, for though they have numbered one hundred thou¬ 
fand houfes, our commiffaries in the laft war, who numbered the people, could not make 
more of them than five hundred thoufand fouls in all the Hanoverian dominions. But put 
them at feven hundred thoufand, ftill you will find no other country of the like extent in 
all Germany, which does not contain more than one thoufand fouls for every fquare mile. 
The diflFerence betwixt Hanover and Suabia, Saxony, Auftria, Bohemia, and the other 
parts of Germany, is Hill more confiderable; for each of thefe Hates has two thoufand five 
hundred fouls for every fquare mile, and fome of them much more. The caufe of the flen- 
der population is almoft entirely owing to nature. The country abounds in fand-heaths, 
which it is almoH impoffible to cultivate. AlmoH the whole country between Hamburgh 
and this place is a*deep fand. The difference in point of riches is Hill more confiderable. 
The whole revenues of Hanover amount only to four hundred and eighty thoufand 
guilders; of which the mines in the Harts alone contribute one hundred thoufand. 
The country belonging to the EleCtor of Saxony, Which is very little larger, brings in 
nearly as much again. 

The government of this country is gentle. The great offices of Hate are held by 
aftive and enlightened patriots. Nothing is known here of extorting money from the 
poor. Idttle of the money of this country goes to London ; but almoft the whole is 
I'pent in the improvement of the country. The army, which confumes thegreateft part 
of it, is large, and confifts of twenty thoufand men. They are the bed fed of all the 
German troops, but are not near fo well difeiplined as either the Pruflian or Auftrian 

* Forty thoufand pound. 


armies. 



RIESBECk’s travels through GERMANY. 227 

armies. This, however, is the foftcfl: of all the German governments, and there is a 
fpirit of liberty throughout, which is a ftrong contrail to what you meet with in other 
parts of the country. I had hardly been three days here when I made an cxcurfioa to 
Brunfwick. Germany has few princes of whom it has I'o mucli right to be proud, as 
of this. It was with a kind of enthufiafm that 1 looked upon one of the rirll heroes of 
Germany, though he had become Inch at our expcnce. The reigning Duke is one of 
the firfl generals of the Prullian army. lie is a confummate llutel’man, and the favou¬ 
rite of the King of Prullia. 1 need only mention Prince Ferdinand to you, to convince 
you how glad I mull have been to fee him. He is only known to you as a terrible 
enemy ; but his good heart, his extended underdanding, his active zeal for the intereft 
of mankind as far as his fphere reaches, and his afiabiiity towards every man, would 
foon make you forget that he was your enemy, if you knew him better. 

Brunfvvick is the rendezvous of the German frec-mafons, at the head of whom the 
Prince is. Molt of the protcltant princes in Germany are members of this numerous 
order. It is not long fince the fyllem of the Gennau lodges has been fixed, and that 
they have acquired a kind of confiftency. Germany in general is much indebted to 
this order, as it is certainly owing to mafonry that many of its princes have become 
much more afi'able and gentle in their manners than they were before. 

Four princes of this illullrlous houfe fought in the lalt Silefian war, for the honour 
and freedom of Germany. The youngeft of them, only feventeen years of age, died 
covered with wounds, under a heap of Hu (Tars, who had been the witneffes of his va¬ 
lour, and whom he comforted to his lateft breath. Probably you may not know that 
this is the elder branch of the Houfe of Brunfwick, and that the King of Great Britain 
defeends from a younger fon. Brunfwick is a very handfome city. It carries on a 
very thriving trade, and has a great number of manufaftures. The number of inhabi¬ 
tants, ainongft whom you meet with exceeding good company, confifts of at lead twenty- 
four thoufand. The whole income of the prefent duke is eftimated at one million three 
hundred thoufand Rheniih fiorins, or one hundred and thirty thoufand founds. 

LETTER LIX. 

CaffeL 

THAT ideal beauty, my deareft brother, which dances before the eyes of our artifts, 
though it fo often vanilhes under their pencils, was certainly never taken from Ger¬ 
many. All the human figures you meet with between this place and the Northern and 
Eaflem Seas, are fo far from poffeffing it, that there are no lines of it to be difeovered 
amongft them. 

You would in vain look for a girl’s body refembling the Grecian model. There are, it 
is true, laces enough with very foft ftrokes in them, but they all want the Greek profile 
and fpirit. Nor has thg fine white flefli the firmnefs infeparable from a truly fine form. 

In the lower parts of the Elbe and Wefer, you fee indeed fome fnowy bofoms, and 
fome lily and rofy checks, but they foon vanifh when the girls have once paffed their 
bloom, and the whole is fo flat and lifelefs, that you cannot give it th^ name of a fine 
form. Even ainongft the Saxons, the faireft creatures under the fun who are not Gre¬ 
cians, you feldom meet with a face which has any appearance of ideal beauty; and yet 
thefe are in the north, what the women of Florence are in the fouth, and far exceed all 
their country-woqjen in life and fpirit. 

The men of the north are equally deftitute of ideal beauty. Winckelman, himfelf, 
thinks that better models for the ftudy of male beauty are to be met wnth in Naples and 
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Sicil}’, than amongh his countrymen the Saxons, though they arc, wiihotit any cotn- 
pariloi), the handiomt'ft of the norihern nations. 

It is well known that no German will attempt to vie with the inhabitants of the 
fouthern countries in point of beauty ; but when you tell a (ierman that the inhabitants 
of the fouth are llronger and more durably built than thofe of the north, they look 
upon this as a great paradox—and yet flrength is the principal point of manly beauty. 
Have you ever leen a Sicilian wrcdle wi^Ji an Hanoverian or Wellphalian? 1 confider 
wrcltling as the greatell proof of ftrength. 1 alfo believe that you would not find in all 
the north a porter like the Genoefe or Neapolitan carri<'r, that is, a man able to carry 
four hundred pounds weight for a confiilcrable way. Nor do I think that if both were 
put into the I'amc circumllances, as much could be done with (fermun troops as with 
*Spani/h ones. We are not now to conlider that in the prel'ent days the latter are I<) 
much excelled in difeipline ; for in Charles the I’ifth’s time they were both alike. But 
the German troops in Spain and Italy ferved only once; and u-\v of the armies vvliich 
the emperors carried int > Italy with them ever c.tme home. On tlic contrary, the Spa¬ 
niards under Charles the Fifth fought many battles with great reputation on the Rliine, 
as well as in Holland, the climate of w'hicli is lb difierent liom their own ; they lliewed 
inbre valour, and bore more fatigues than the inhabitants themfelves, who mult have 
been fubduccl had it not been that they were aflilled by external circumllaiices, and that 
the Prince of Orange’s I'pirit did more than all llie Mynheers put together. 

The national pride of the Gcrmatis has led tliem to give themfelves a prc-eininence 
over the fouthern nations, which hiftory, nature and appearances equally give the lye 
to. They imagine that underllanding, courage, activity, ftrength, and liberty, are the 
natural appendages of their thick and foggy air; and that the fouth is the natural habi¬ 
tation of ilupidity, indolence, cowardice, and tyranny. On the contrary, confider w hat 
is depofed by hijiory^ appearances^ and nature. Hijhry teaches us that light is come into 
the world from the fouth ; appearances teach us that the Spaniards and Italians are much 
more frugal in eating and drinking, and probably too in the enjoyments of love, than 
the Germans, amongft whom we include the Danes, the Swedes, the Ruffians, and the 
Poles: and nature teaches us that bodily and mental beauty arc commonly to be found 
where the great creator of the bodies of men has appointed the linelt forms and tl.e 
greateft ftrength. Let us examine this pofition a little more fully ; compare the undcr- 
Itandings of men, as they arc more and more removed from the happy air of Greece, 
Afia Minor, and Italy, till you come to the North Pole, and you will find that nature 
does not fuffer the inhabitants of the coaft of Barbary, the Arabs, the people of the coaft 
of Guinea, and the Abyffinians, to fink into the fame degree of indolence and cowardice 
as the Greenlanders, the Samoyedes, and the Laplanders. WMiat allonifliing proofs do 
the negroes give us of bodily ftrength, courage, and coolnefs of intrepidity ; a fure fign 
that the warm and genial air of the fouth, raifes human nature, and that the bitter and 
cold blafts of the north deprels it. 

But perhaps you will tell me that at prefent the inhabitants of the north excel thofe 
of the fouth. 1 allow it; but it proves nothing more than that religion, manners, and 
government have more influence over men than climate. But thefe very manners, 
cuftoms, and arts of government, which in the prefent century give the north fuch an 
advantage over the fouth, came originally from the fouth. What are our republics 
more than copies of the Greek and Roman ? Crippled as our legiflatioii is, in cora- 
parifon of thofe of Carthage, Fgypt, Rome, and Athens, it is only lyhat we have been 
able to gather out of the ruins of thofe ftates. Have the Pruffian taftics any thing bet¬ 
ter in them than the Macedonian phalanx was ? Can any one be liirprifed that the 
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poople who dwelt near the Elbe arid Wefer, (hould have overcome Varus, when we fee 
that the North Americans, by nature the moll cowardly, and at the breaking out of the 
war the molt undifciplined people upon earth, are able, by the advantages of their woods, 
rivers, pools, and the extent of their uncultivated country, to oppofe all the force Great 
Ihitain can bring againll them ? And yet the climate ot North America is not 
fo adverfe to the Englilh, as that of the Ibuth of Germany mull have been to the Ro¬ 
mans ; nor was Germany at that time nearly fo well cultivated as North America now 
is ? Let a man conceive Varus’s army on the river St. Lawrence, lake Superior, the lake 
of the Illinois, and the upper regions of the Miihflippi, and hill he will have no true 
idea of their fituation in Germany. They were far from pollelling the facilities of pro¬ 
viding for the exigencies of war, which they would havs had in North America. Ger¬ 
many was at that time an uninterrupted w'ood j its rivers w'ere not confined within a 
Handing bed, but in fevcral places formed imnienfe morafles, too many and too vifible 
marks of which Hill remain. 

'I'he inhabitants of Germany, who afterwards fubdued the fouth, were no doubt in¬ 
debted for this advantage to the wars which the Romans had before waged againll them, 
jull as the Turks and North Americans have become good Ibldiers by their wars with the 
Rullians and Britons. What think you if any body had told the Scipios that fome time 
or other tile conquerors of Rome lliould come out of tiie llercinian forelLs ? would they 
have attributed any thing to the climate ? No, they would have anfvvercd that the man¬ 
ners, conllitution, and armies of Rome mull firll be changed ; and that was the cafe. 

Bur what became of thefe northern conquerors when the luxury of the inhabitants of 
the fouth had fubdued their natures, and made them vattals to rhein ? Were they not 
like the over-flowings of their own rivers, which thaw after a long froft, and lay walle 
the fields far and near with ice and fand ? All the conquerors of the fouth, enlightened 
and creSlcd ; whereas all the conquerors of the north, chirkctwd 'inA fulled down ? 'I’his 
was the cafe both before and after the Roman .Tra. 'I'hs Babylonians and Egyptians, 
fuppofing (he accounts of the expeditions of the latter to bo true, were benevolent con¬ 
querors like the Creeks and Macedonians. But what were the Scythians ? 'j’lic Arabs 
jpread arts, fcicnces, and humanity, wherever they extended their power. But what dark- 
nel's enfuod when the northern 'l urks had extended the bounds of their empire ? h is 
a firiking inhance of the bodily wcaknefs of tin* northern nations, that they always be¬ 
come enervated as loon as they have been Ibinc time in the fouth, which they never could 
cope with long; whereas no hillory informs us of the climate of the north ever having 
been fatal to tlie llrength and adivity of the Romans, ilow did Ceeiar’s troop:; liold 
out in Gaul, Britany, and Holland ? How did the Romans behave under the Emperor:; 
on the Rhine, the Danube, and the neighbourhood of theKllie and Wefer ? You tell a:; 
it is the climate which prevents the northern people from being hardy in the f uth. But 
were the Romans effeminate when their forefathers eat oatmeal pap ? AVere the .Sp:ir- 
tans or Macedonians eflbminate ? 'i'he generality of the Spaniards and Italians of tin's 
day, are by no means a weak people. It is not therefore tJic climate alone whi h makes 
the difference. It is rather the weak nervous fyltem of tlie northern nations wliicit ren¬ 
ders them unable to bear the contrail of the hot days and cold nig'ns, whicli braces up 
the ftrong-built natives; nor can they fupport the change made in their way of life. 'I'he 
great bodies of the Dutch, Danes, and Poles, are bare lumps of llefli and liones, the 
former of which is dilguftingly flabby. On the other hand, the lighter Italians, as well 
as the darker Spaniards, are more finewy, and more mufcular, which is the true cha- 
ra£ler of bodily llrength. Nor are the minds of the northern nations lei's weak th:m 
their bodies. A proof of it is, their never having been able to eftablilh lailing empires 
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in their fouthem conquefls. 'I'heir kingdoms were a bare accident of fortune, and they 
never had felicity of geiilus enough to form plans or knit the focial band. How dif¬ 
ferently did the nations of tl)e fouth, prrticularly the Romans, manage their conquefts ? 
juft as if they were flill a frefli people, and had known nothing of fciences or arts! 

In general nature di.'plays far different vigour, a far more magnificent fpirit of crea¬ 
tion in the fouth, than what fhe does in the northern provinces. What riches, and 
variety, and ftrength, is in the vegetable kingdoms of the fouth ? The fltrub which fur- 
niflies the bal/’am of Mecca, and the plants from Ceylon and the Molucca iflands, fhamc 
the unl'ruitfulncfs of the c-arih near the poles; and the vigour of nature feems evidently 
to docrcafo in proportion as we recede from the equator. Our favoury fruits have all 
come to us from the fotuh ; and the better tafted and more fpirited they are, the lefs 
able are they to bear the north. The nobler fruits, juft like the generous wines, which 
glnciden and make ftrong the heart of man, cannot take root in the north. In the fame 
manner in the mineral kingdom, nature fhews herfclf more venerable in the fouth, than 
file does in the north.—And in the animal world! How very different are the beafts of 
the fouth to thofc of the north ! Why then fhould not nature, which weaves every thing 
elfe more ftrongly in a warm climate, alfo weave man more ftrongly there ? It is true, 
indeed, that underftanding and morals are no exclufive property of any ftrip of land. 
They depend on laws, cuftoms, education, and government; which may, and often 
do render the artificial man fuperior to the natural one. But the natural underftand¬ 
ing awakes fooner from its fleep in a warm country, than it does in a cold one. Under 
a warm fun abftrafil: ideas are much quicker formed. The fenfes are much clearer here; 
and the underftanding depends on the quicknefs of the. fenfes. Imagination, which Is 
fo connected with all the operations of the fun, has more force in Sicily than in Iceland. 
The firft force of the impreffions made by the fenfes, gives the powers of the mind an 
alacrity in the fouthern countries, which is the true character of genius, and which the 
inhabitants of the north cannot reach by any cold abftraClions which they may ai rive at, 
from their manners, cuftoms, or government. Nor are the fine moral feelings fo in- 
depen'dant of the fine fenfual ones, as fome philofophers, who know little of human na¬ 
ture, are willing to imagine. The Germans, who charge the French, Italians, and all 
the fouthern nations, wiA indolence, llavery, and debafement of mind, forget that the 
Siberians aild Kamtfchatdales, amidft their ahnoft eternal ices and fnows, are, accord¬ 
ing to the accounts of all travellers, the molt cowardly, molt fenfual, molt debafed, and 
moft enflaved people upon earth. Nor can the glow of liberty be fo thoroughly ftifled 
in Italy as it is in feveral northern countries, which appear the feat of defpotifm ; nay, 
the governments of France and Spain themfelves, are not fo defpotic as many Germans 
plcafe themfelves in believing them to be. The clear and dry air of the fouth elevates 
the ft ul juft as it gives tone to the nerves. All the perfons who have breathed a fine 
weftern air in the mountains, fpcak of feelings which they knew not in the plains. So 
the air of the fouth of Europe is as different from that of the north, as the air of the 
Swifs Alps is difierent from that of the plains. As a proof of this, the heClic Englilh go 
to Nifmes, Nice, Pifa, and Naples, to repair their fliattered conftitutions. 

But it is true, after all, that the inhabitants of the Elbe and Wefer, though thus aban¬ 
doned by nature, exceed the Sicilians and Neapolitans as much in ftrength of mind, as 
they arc outdone by them in bodily ftrength and beauty. It is true; and what then ? 
The liberal citizen of the world admires the omnipotence of government, which is able 
to raife menfo far above their natural fituation, or to fink them fo deep below it; but 
he does not therefore allow himfelf to contract illiberal prejudices againft any nation. 
He congratulates the northern nations upon their having made themfelves what they 
are, apd rejoices that they are every day becoming greater and greater j but he does not 
* .forget 



RIESBECK’s travels through GERMANY. 231 

forget that the people of the fouth were fooner great, and that the arts of cultivation, 
and light of all kinds came from them. 

You will eafily perceive, from the nature of thefe fpeculatioris, that they were made 
in the poft-waggon. My company confifted of a fwine of an Oldenburgh dealer in 
horfes, a clodpole Bremen broker, and a pretty female piece of flefh, mere dead flefli, 
lying before me on the draw. There was not a word fpoke all the way from Gottin¬ 
gen here ; fo that if the dukh ct alia quies had not been now and then interrupted by 
coughing, Iheezing, belching, and the like, I lliould not have known that 1 had company 
W'irh mo. 

At Gottingen I vifited feveral profeflbrs, to whom I cannot refufe my utmofl: venera¬ 
tion, but who were all fo convinced of the cultivation of Germany, and fo fore fet againll 
u;; Southlandcrs, that I did not know how to reconcile it with their knowledge of man¬ 
kind. All thefe gentlemen fpoke to me of the political and literary fituation of their 
own country with a veneration which often bordered on the ridiculous. This arifes 
partly from national pride, partly from partiality to their own country, and partly from 
true rank Charlatanifm. Thefe gentlemen look upon our government as the quintef- 
fence of defpotifin, our academies as hofpitals for fools, our foldiers as women, and our 
writers, to whom however, as appears from their writings, they are fo much indebted, 
as petit maitres. In a word, they confider the fouth as the kingdom of darknefs and 
tyranny, and allow more fenfe and knowledge of things, to the Danes, Swedes, and 
Ruflians, than to the moll refpeftable people in the fouth. It was this abfurdity which 
gave rife to my fpeculations in the pofl waggon, which were however much interrupted 
by ftrong jolts. Amongfl; other perfons I vifited. here was Profeffor Schlofler, whom I 
found unjuft towards us, out of mere party motives. Poffibly there are few hiftorians 
in the w'orld who know fo many hiltorical fa£ls as this gentleman does. I found a mofl: 
unexpeflcd and extraordinary fund of knowledge of modern hiftory about him. He 
poCfcnesan Infinite number of living languages. His humour, which is fomewhat too 
fharp and fatyrical, does not always make him amiable as a private man, but often pro¬ 
duces very good eftecls as a writer. What he is moft diltinguilhed by is his journal. 
It is publiflied under the name of Political Letters, and is one of the moft generally 
fpread about in Germany, and other neighbouring countries, though Mr. Linguet has 
thought prope r to call it pen connu. It is not like the Englifti, Dutch, and French jour¬ 
nals, which confift moftly of declamation, and reflexions, which are commonly founded 
on falfc fadts and falfe reafoning. Schlofl'er’s journal contains for the moft part only re¬ 
cords, to which he fometimes adds 'hort notes, always interefting, and fometimes very 
fevere, but for the colleclion of which future hiftorians will be obliged to him. Falfe 
faXs fometimes flip in, but thefe arc generally reXified in the courfe of .lime; and upon 
the whole, there is no work from which a man may gather the prefent ftate of politics, 
particularly ihofeof one part of Germany, fp well as from this. It contains numerous 
lifts of the population and income of many German ftates, and all'o of tlieir agriculture 
and induliry. As Mr. ScViloflbr is particularly bent on hunting down the follies and ful- 
tar.Ifm of German princes, together with abfurdities, barbarity, and monkifm, he is not 
wanting in interefting anecdotes, which often give occafion to ftill more interefting ex¬ 
planations. This journal may indeed be confidered as one of the fufeft bars againlt the 
tyranny of the Icffer princes of Germany ; And it is certainly knov/n that it has produced 
great ciFeXs in feveral courts. Perfons of the firft rank, and often princes themlelve^, 
iend the author papers. The plan of this journal is as advantageous to the editor as it is 
to the public. It fupports itfelf by the contributions of ftrangers, and is not odious by 
any felfifli or party remarks of the editors j all works of knowledge are acceffiblc to the 
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r, and ihc klTcr princes who have any fliame left are compelled to Hand in fear of 
the f'r >11;; cenior who publicly expofts their flianie. Mr. Schlolfer makes ufe of all the 
freec'o n wl'.ich the place of his refidence allows him ; and he often gives very mtereft- 
ing accounts of other countries befides Germany in his journal. The reputation of the 
work enc.reart's every day more and more, and he may be alTured that he will foon be 
univerfally read in his native country. In my opinion, a fingle number of this work has 
more merit than all Linguei’s Annals put together, at lead it contains more truth, d'his 
journal marks the learned character of the Germans extremely well. In the German 
hiiUirians and politicians there appears no marks of the acute obfervatlon, the piercing 
rDiiifcturo, and the elegant portraitures of men and manners, which diltinguilh the 
Eiiglidi hillorians and politicians. Every thing with them is made up of dry matter of 
fact, which they endeavour to eflablilh fo as to fet it above the power of attack. The 
genuine lover of truth, who loves it for itfelf, and docs not defire a particle of wit to be 
ipent in its fupport, had ratlier road a dry lift of population in Schlofler’s letters, than 
•.ill the pompous declamations of the Englifli travellers and politicians, who are often 
brought to ihame by a few cyphers they read in this book. In every part of literature 
the Germans dilfinguilh thcmi'elves from other nations in the fame way. 

Gottingen is a pretty little city, containing about eighty thoufand fouls; the terri¬ 
tory about it is pleafanter, and produces more than that of any other part of Hanover 
I have feen. It fubfifls entirely by the univerfity, which is one of the beft I have feen. 
'J'herc arc Ruffian, Danifli, Swedifli, and Englifh *, as well as German {Indents in it. 
The {Indents here are about eight hundred, and the profeifurs, including the dancing 
and fencing mafters, are about fixty. 

The King of Great Britain fparcs no expence to bring thefe higher fort of fchools 
into repute. The library, which is kept up at his expence, and is always encreafing, 
is as numerous as it is well difpofed. The pliylical apparatus, allronomical inftruments, 
the colledion of natural hiftory, the chirurgical inilruments, the botanical garden, 
every thing, in a word, befpeaks royal care. 

The way, in the Protellant univerfities, of going through all the fciences in half-yearly 
courfes, which difpleafed Mr. Pilati fo much, has my full approbation. Though it may 
be calculated for the advantage of the pockets of the profefTors, the fcholars lofc nothing 
by it. No , fciences are//jem/g^/y learned at any univerfity. All that can be dune, and 
that is done, is to give the fludent the elements of them, to let him have a notion of 
the parts of the building, and fhew him the eafiefl way of coming at it. It depends 
upon him afterwards to travel the whole of the road. If the young man lays his founda¬ 
tion right, the half-year’s courfe is as profitable to him as it is to the mafter. It fpares 
his time and money. When a young man comes here, they commonly lay a Programnia 
before him, in which all the arts are difpofed according to their natural order, andlike- 
wife accorffing to their connedion with each other. In confequence of this it happens 
not unfrequeqtly, that a ftudent attends fix or feven courfes in a day. What then ? 
you will tell me he will only be confined by the variety of knowledge. I believe not. 
The generality of young men will not be at the pains of digging deep for themfelves. 
Ledures make a deeper impreffion on the mind than the filent meditation of a cloi'et. 
We muff likewife confider that the profclTors are able to give the maiTow and refult of 
the whole. 

* The Englilh have, I am informed, been lately almoll baniihed; at lead the profeiTors do not defire 
the company of young men fo totally loft to what ought to be tha glory of yoting men, as they for the 
moft part are. 


Ido 
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I do not approve of the Ie£lures being paid for by the {Indents. It is true, that It tends 
to keep up the fpirit and emulation of the profcffbrs; but their independence of the 
fludcnts, were it otherwife, would in my opinion be attended with much more bene¬ 
ficial confequences. All that can leflfen the reverence of thei'cholar towards the mafter 
ought to be avoided with the greatcll caution. I'hc ftudents are, it is true, for the moft 
part, well educated young men; but Hill they are too young to know how to efteem a 
man of merit according to his real abilities. Too much reverence for him that teaches 
fcldom does any harm to him that is to be taught. In (hort, cabals, confpiracies, with a 
number of inferior artifices, to which good men fometiraes condefeend for the fake of a 
few guilders, but which lelfcn them in the eyes of the fludents, arc the confequence of 
this part of the plan. 

When Mr. Pilati fays that the Germans treat all the fcicnces only in a compendious 
way, he fhews himfclf quite ignorant of the method adopted by the public profeflbrs, at 
lead by thofe of this place. Almoft every profell'or compofes a plan of his lefturcs, 
which ferves his hearers for a fyllabus of what they are to be taught. You cannot pro¬ 
perly call this a compend of fcience, in the fenfe you affix to this name, when you give 
it to Bofliiet’s Introdu£tion to Univerfal Hiftory. It is neither more nor lefs than an 
account of the method which every man for himfelf purpofes to ufe in teaching hisfeho- 
lars a fcience. Another objefi, -with thofe who make the moft of their indullry, is to 
lend or fell this manufeript for a few louis d'ors. It is true indeed, that feme have taken 
fo much pains with thefe fyllabufcs, that they may pafs for compendia j but it does not 
follow from thence that the literati of Germany, who are not, it muft: be remembered, 
all protsftants, treat all the fciences compendioufly. Some of thefe fyllabufes, which 
have gone beyond their original defign, and are become compendia, are mafter-pieccs 
of more value than feveral works in folio; and, taken in general, are an evident fign 
that the univerfity of Gottingen pofleffTes feveral moft valuable men. Upon the whole, 
the thorough freedom of opinion which is eftablifhed here, the abfence of the notions 
and abfurd fyftems which keep other univerfities in bondage, together with an enlight¬ 
ened and gentle adminiftration, fecure advantages to thefe fchools which are hardly to 
be found in any other. 

Caffel is not only a very handfome, but in fome refpefts a magnificent city. It con¬ 
tains about thirty-two thoufand inhabitants. This is one of the cities of Germany 
which, as well as feveral others, the Hugunots have caufed to flourilh at our expence. 
They have eftabliChed feveral confiderable manufadures in it, one amongft others of 
hats, which are not at all inferior to thofe made at Lyons in finenefs and ftrength, and 
are held in equal eftimation. 

The number of the fubjeflis of the landgrave, I have been alTured, is three hundred 
and thirty thoufand. His income amounts to two millions two hundred and twenty 
thoufand Rhcnifh florins (about two hundred and twenty thoufand pounds). Add to 
this, the country of Hanau, which contains one hundred thoufand men, and brings in 
fomething above five hundred thoufand florins, or fifty thoufand pounds; {till the pof- 
feilions of this houfe are not fo good as thofe of a Duchy of Wirtemberg. 

This country is the moft military of all Germany. The peafants are not only always 
difeiplined, but always ready to march any where through the wide world. The fend¬ 
ing the Heflian troops to North America, cannot be confidered as a hardfhip in itfelf, 
confidering the intimate connedion of this country with Great Britain; but the connec¬ 
tion itfelf is a very .unprofitable one for this country. The Engliih fubfidies can never 
make amends for the lofs which the treaty has hitherto brought on both prince and peo¬ 
ple. The country was ftripped of all its young men after the laft Sileiiah war, and 
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fcarccly had it begun to bloom again when they were fent to America. At leafl twenty 
thoufancl Heffians, of wliotn one half will never come home, are gone to that part of 
the world. The country has therefore loft a fixth of its moft ufeful inhabitants, by the 
tea-burning bufinefo at Bofton. The taxes are very confiderable, as you will fee if you 
compare the population and taxes of this country with thofe of the Dutchy of Wirtcu- 
berg, whom nature has put in poffenion of far greater advantages than fhe has done the 
Heffians. Though the landgrave has remitted his fubjerts a part of the taxes for as 
long a time as the war (hall laft, they defert in great numbers, and go into Hungary, 
Poland, and Turkey 

The military conftitution of this country has, on feveral occafions, been as ufeful ta 
the German empire in general, as it has been prejudicial to the people themfclves. So 
«arly as the reformation, the Heffians contributed exceedingly towards maintaining the 
freedom of the empire; and the Silefian war would not have ended nearly fo well for 
England, or the King of Pruffia, if fixteen or eighteen thoufand brave Heffians had not 
flood the brunt of our troops. 


LETTER LX. 

Wiirtzhurg. 

YOU will fee, if you take up a map of Germany, that I have been true to my pru- 
mife; and that I have gone through the holy Roman empire crofs-ways and length-ways, 
through wood and through thicket, by dale and by vale—in a word, like a true knight 
errant. 

The Heffians, my dear brother, take them in general, are deformed to a degree. The 
women are the uglieft creatures I have ever feen. Their drefs is horrid. Moft of them 
are clad in black, and wear their petticoats fo high, that you can fee no fl>ape—only 
the ugly thick leg as high as the knee, is moft confpicuous. The men in fome degree 
make up in ftrength what is wanting in beauty. Upon the whole, though not a large, 
they are a ftout ftrong-built people. Here and there you fee a giant like figure; but 
they all have large bodies and feet. Moft of them are white; and their hair is crifp. 
Their way of living is favage. Their beft food is potatoes and brandy; which laft they 
give even to their children. 

The people are much the fame in the Fuldefe. The whole traft of country from 
CalTel to the borders of Franconia, is rough and wild. The people are like the country, 
which abounds in woods and hills. 

Theprefent Prince of Fulda is a man of tafte, who lives well, and loves expence. He 
is extremely tolerant, and no friend to the Popiffi hierarchy. He calls the Pope his 
brother. He is, without doubt, the richeft abbot in the Catholic world. The number 
of his fubjefts, whom he governs with great gcntlencfs, and extremely well, amounts to 
feven hundred thoufand; and he has an income of three hundred thoufand Rhenifli 
guilders *. He has founded feveral ufeful eftabliihments for educations, and allows his 
ecclefiaftics a freedom in fpeaking and writing, which diftinguifhes them from thofe of 
the other parts of Germany. During my abode at Vienna, it was there looked upon as 
a very heroic degree of courage in fome profane literati, to declare that the council was 
above the Ptjpe. At Fulda 1 read thefe, and much more bold things, in works which are 
at li;aft of twelve years ftanding. The palace of Fulda is a very pretty building j and I 
met with much better company here than 1 expelled. 
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Wurtzburg is upon the whole a very fine city. It is fituated in a large plain, very 
fruitful in vines, and watered by the Maine. 'I’lie Prince’s palace is one of the fiuclt 
buildings I have hitherto fcen in Germany. 1 here obtains amongll the inhabitants, 
who are fixteen thoufand in number, an alacrity, a love for the pleafures of the fenfes, 
and a freedom of intercourfc between the two fexes, which you do not find in any 
proteftaut city of the fame fize; and which befpeaks the great aflluencc and eafe of 
the country very Itrongly. 

I was llruck liere, as in Fulda, with the tolerant fpirit and knowledge of the prieft- 
hood, who are far beyond their brell’.ren of Aultria and Bavaria. As thefe qualities 
are commonly united to good manners and good converfation, the ton of literati, into 
whofe fociety I fell on my firft arrival here, did not furprife me. I faw in Ihort that 
fome favourable exceptions to the general character are to be met with in the catho¬ 
lic parts of Germany, as well as unfavourable ones in the proteftant parts. It mufl; 
be owned that the former are far lefs common than the other.-^Not that you are to 
think the fun in his meridian even here. I was fpeaking yefterday to a pricfl about 
the execution of the witches, with which this government has been fo often and fo 
judly reproached. At firft he appeared as if he did not underftand me. At length 
he told me, with a confidential air, that the moft intelligent perfons were not fatif. 
fied with the grounds of trial, as feveral learned divines had determined, that the wo¬ 
man who had been burned for a witch, might have been obfeJJ'u as well as circumjeffa^ 
by the devil. I do not know whether you enter into the fenfe of this nice diftindion. 

It is as much as to fay, that the devil was not abfolutcly in the circumference of her 
body; but that Satan, in order to play her into the hands of juftice, made the miracles 
Ibem to come from her belly, and blinded the fpedators at her coft. I was aftonlflied 
at hearing this expreflion from a man who pofleffes fo much knowledge in his own fei- 
ence; but he was not one of the great wits of the place: and after ail, if this theo¬ 
logical diftindion ftiould in future lave a witch from the ftake, on the ground, that it 
is impoftiblc to diftinguilli whether llie be obfejfa or circumceffa^ the nonfenfe will have 
had its ufe. 

The prefent governor is a yery intelligent man. He underftands both men and 
things, and is one of the few German bilhops who have only their own merit to thank 
for their good fortune and promotion. He is of an old but not very rich family, of 
the name of Van Erthal; and is brother to the Eledor of Mentz. His knowledge 
and adivity recommended him to the imperial court, who gave him the confpicuous 
place of imperial comraiffary at the diet of Ratiibon ; there he diftinguiftied hinifelf fo 
much, that the imperial court gave him this bilhopric in commendam. 

Wurtzburg alone is one of the richeft bilhoprics in the country ; the diocefe con¬ 
tains about one hundred and ninety thoufand inhabitants, and the revenue is eight 
hundred thoufand Rhenilh florins, or eighty thoufand pounds; but befides this, the 
bifliop holds the bilhopric of Bamberg, which is one of the fatteft benefices of the em¬ 
pire, and brings in about'fevcn hundred thoufand guilders, or feventy thoufand pounds. 
Both thefe countries are in fome of the belt land in Germany. They abound 
plentifully in the neceflaries of life. Wurtzburg gains a great deal by its whies, which 
are carried as far as Sweden. They praifed the Stein wine to me very much. I 
tailed it, but found it very fiery and burning on the tongue. It is very full of tartar, 
and raifes thirft. 

Agriculture feems to-be well underftood in this country; but in their manufafturbs 
they are a great Way behind, not only the northern parts of Germany, but their 
neighbours the Fuldans. Thefe make a great number of very fine damalks; with 
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■which, as Veil as the plainer linens, they drive a good trade. The Wurtzburghers 
have no employment equally profitable. Befides this, as in winter time the Fuldan» 
employ themfelves in fpinning and weaving, they are infinitely better off in their wild 
country, than the people of Wurtzburg in their paradife. The Bilhop, indeed, of the 
laft place has a fine manufadure of lookiug-glafils and china j but they arc the only 
good manufaftures of the place. The prefent Bifhop gives himfelf a great deal of 
trouble to infpire his fubjefts with a tafte for the arts. **#**•**• 
In order to give this letter its proper length, previous to my fealing it, I made an 
excurfion into Franconia, which is the leaff of all the circles. But the game I have 
taken in this chafe is fo very little, as to be hardly worth the pollage you will have to 
pay for it. 

• Bamberg is a pretty, large, handfomc, lively city, containing near twenty thoufand 
inhabitants. What is moft remarkable in it is the gardening, which in n© part of 
Germany is fo flourilhing as it is here. Several hundred gardeners carry on a confi- 
derable trade as far as Holland, with fmall pickled gerkins, a prodigious number of 
liquorice roots, onions which are looked upon as the beft in Gerinany, and other 
things. They alfo fupply the neighbourhood round with pot-herbs, very good apples, 
and cauliflowers. Their good ftrong beer is likewife carried as far as the Rhine. The 
common people here believe that there is no liquorice any where ell'e in the world, 
and that this was planted here and given to this city as an exclufive poffeffion for ever, 
by the holy Cunigunda, who lies buried in the cathedral, with her hufband Henry the 
Second. As I am upon the miracles of this holy pair, I cannot forbear communicating 
to you another anecdote cencemirig them,- which I have learned here; and I do it the 
more willingly, becaufe holy legends are the only things worth mentioning from hence. 
Poffibly it may be known to you that Henry the Second, the founder of this bifhopric, 
was, notwithftanding his fanftity, extremely jealous of this Cunigunda; fo that in con¬ 
formity to the cuftoms of the times, he determined to have the ordeal proof of her 
chaftity. After fhe had walked over the red hot plough-lhares unhurt, he of courfe 
embraced his fpoufe, and begged her pardon for the fufpicions he had entertained. It 
happened that fome time before, vicing with each other in affeflion towards this foun¬ 
dation, they had had two new bells put up in the cathedral. After the ordeal proof 
was over, they ufed to walk together every day in the court about the cathedral at the 
time of chiming the bells. Henry’s confort was one day fo mortified at finding that 
his bell had a better tone than her’s, that in order to give her a proof of his hearty 
confidence and love, the Emperor took a golden ring from his finger, and threw it up 
into the air, when it clung round the bell fo as to deaden the found ; which continues 
dull to this day. This piece of gallantry is almoft too fine for the tenth and eleventh 
centuries; but the old cathedrals of Bamberg and Wurtzburg would furnifli each of 
them a numerous, and not a very uninterefting colleftion of tales of knight errantry, 
legends, and ftories of apparitions. The abundance of fuch tales is a fure proof that 
the people are idle, and have not a fufficient number of ufeful" employments to take up 
their thoughts and converfations. Pfalm-finging, to which the common people 
amongfl the reformed have recourfe whenever they are tired, has not, it is true, that 
colouring of imagination which marks the amufements of the Catholics in Germany ; 
but it is more adapted to the notions of the common people, and gives them no falfe 
and dangerous opinions. I cannot here pafs over an anecdote of a fpirit from Wurtz- 
burp. 1 was affured, that even to this day, from eleven to twelve at night, the vratch 
cannot be fet in a certain ftreet, on account of a very dangerous mala walking through 
it at this time, who carries his body under his right arm. 
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Notwithftanding the excellence of the foil, the people of the biflioprics of Wurtz- 
feurg and Bamberg are upon the whole extremely poor. This does not arife fo much 
from a negleft of agriculture, as from a want of frugality. It is however impoffible 
that agriculture fliould employ all the people of fo populous a country. It is no doubt 
owing to both education and cuftora, that we fee fo many beggars in a country where 
nature has ftiewn herfelf fo liberal. The government of the fpiritual princes in Ger- 
many, which I have hitherto feen, is much more gentle than thofe of raoft of the tem¬ 
poral princes; and the abufe call upon them, is upon the whole very unjuft. It re¬ 
quires many ages to make a diffipated and luxurious people frugal and induftrious. 
The relaxed manners of the Roman Catholics in Germany are in a great meafurc 
owing to the falfe notions inculcated into them by their teachers. Schlofler tells us 
in his journal, that a Roman Catholic prieft was accufed of herefy by one bilhop and 
two univerfities, for teaching “ that felf-love was the principle or all human actions; 
that a negled of the earthly advantages which time and opportunity offer to men, was 
a philofophical fin ; and that it was unlawful to do another a kindnefs, by which we 
might confiderably fuffer ourfelves.” Thefe exceffive notions of liberality and con¬ 
tempt for temporal things, are the true reafons why the Roman Catholic Germans in 
general are, as Mr. Pilati has obferved, better hearted than the Proteftant ones. The 
number of beggars are themfelves a proof of it; for if they did not find fo many 
givers, they would foon learn to work. It would, however, be much better if there 
were no beggars, and the people were made a little more frugal. For the fame reafon it is 
that you find many more charitable foundations of ail forts amongft the Catholics than 
amongft the Proteftants, though the former are fo poor. The Julius Uofpital, at 
Wurtzburg, is richer than all the foundations of the fort in the King of Pruffia’s 
dominions put together j but all thefe foundations are a new encouragement to 
luxury. 

The mendicant orders of friars find their account in their doftrines of free gifts, 
and contempt of the things of this world, (which they themfelves carefully gather;) 
and they arc alfo the principal defenders of them. Exclufive of the maffes for fouls, 
which, taken altogether, do not amount to a great deal, the Catholic fecular priefts do 
not get much by the liberality of the people. 

The benefices in the cathedrals of Wurtzburg and Bamberg are looked upon as the 
beft in Germany. In good years each is worth 3500 guilders * j but you feldom 
meet with a prieft who has no more than one of them. Several of them have 
four or five prebends in as many cathedrals, and receive from 8 to to or 12,000 guild¬ 
ers per year. The prelates of thofe foundations receive from 20 to 30,000 florins a 
year. The whole trouble of a German canon confifts in his being obliged to refidcnce 
in his cathedral for a month in the year. No other qualification is required of him but 
to be able to read Latin, and prove himfelf defccndcd from a good family on the mo¬ 
ther’s fide. 

In a certain epifcopal city in Germany, there is this proberb, “ that prebends make 
themfelves,” In general you fee them hovering round the ladies. 

I am aflured that every canon of Wurtzburg, at his firft entry into the chapter, re¬ 
ceives a ftroke with a fwitch from each of his colleagues. This extraordinary inaugu¬ 
ration is contrived with a view of preventing any prince, who of courfe cannot fubmit 
to fuch a ceremony, from defiring to be of the chapter. 
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Nureuberg is an ugly town, which grows every day more deferted. At the end of 
the fifteenth century this town contained above fifty thoufand male inhabitants, wlio 
were not above one-fourth of the whole ; whereas the whole population now hardly 
amounts to a fixth part of the number. In the courfe of the lalt years eleven hundred 
men have died every year. Many hundred houfes (land quite empty, and the others 
are tenanted only by fmgle families. The inhabitants are dill a very induftrious people; 
and it is a very pretty fight to fee the little children employed in making the various 
toys, for the manufafture of which this place is fo diflinguilhed in Europe. 

I am furprifed to find fo many German writers laughing at theft* produdions of the 
Nurenberghers, and making a proverb of their indullry. Is not the great exportation 
of thefe commodities a fulficient juftification of the mode in which thefe people employ 
•their time? But thefe reproaches are the more unjuft bccaufe Nurenberg has long 
produced artifts who vie with the belt Englilli ones, in making mathematical and phy- 
fical inftruments. You meet no where, out of England, with fuch good manufaftiires 
in Heel, iron, and copper, as you do here. Will any man then fay he has a right to 
blame thefe people, becaufe, amidft their more important bufinefs, they find ufeful and 
profitable employments for their wives and children ? Nurenberg is far fuperior to 
Augfburg in the arts. 

The great caufe of the ruin of this town is the ariftocracy. I could not have be¬ 
lieved, had not refpedable citizens of Nurenberg told it me, the ill treatment which 
they receive from twenty or thirty families, in whofe hands the government is. From 
time to time every citizen mud have an inventory of his elFe£ls taken, and I do not know 
for what reafon, give a third or fourth part of them to the regency. Exclufive of the 
evil of thefe numberlefs gifts, it is extremely bad policy in a commercial ftate, to compel 
the merchant to inform every one of the profit of his trade. Thefe patricians have like- 
wife a number of families in their intereft, amongll whom they divide the employments 
of the ftate, which are very confiderable. All this renders it not furprifing to find that 
the rich citizens leave the city, and endeavour to emancipate themfelves by taking re¬ 
fuge In the Auftrian or Pruflian territories. 

The morals of the Nurenbergers are better and purer than thofe of any other Ger¬ 
man city. The magiftrate is particularly anxious to put a ftop to fornication. I do 
not exaggerate, but relate a real fa£b when I aflure you, that the young men of the 
city underwent a phyfical vifitation by fome of the members of the magiftracy attended 
by phyficians. There is a very charafteriftical print of this bufinefs, in which the de¬ 
puties are reprefented in their bufinefs with their fpeftacles upon their nofes. 

Nurenberg has a morfc confiderable territory belonging to it than any other imperial 
city. The number of its fubjefls in the country is eftimated at four hundred thoufand. 
Thefe the regency does not govern in fo arbitrary a manner as it does the inhabitants of 
the city; or if it does, this does not prevent the country from being very well culti¬ 
vated, though there is a great deal of fand about it. I have not beheld prettier vil¬ 
lages any where than there is here. Every thing befpeaks a great degree of opulence 
in the farmers, who, as well as the town’s people, remain faithful to their old drefs. 

The margraviates of Anfpach and Bareith, exhibit, in point of induftry, a ftrong 
contrail to the induftry of the biflioprlcs of Wurtzburg and Bamberg. Nature has 
not nearly been fo liberal to them; and yet the inhabitants of thofe countries, though 
loaded with much greater taxes, are in much better circumftances than thofe of the 
foimer. The cities of Erlan, Anfpach, Schwaback, and fome others, have fome very 
good manufa&ures. Tneprefent Margrave, vho is the laft branch‘of a houfe, whicn 
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promifes no new ones, is a very clever and amiable man. The well known Mademoi- 

fclle N-is his companion ; a proof, at leaft, of his good tafte. His income amounts 

to fixteen hundred tlioufand Rhenifti florins, or one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds. 
His pealants are fomewhat dilcontented with him for having fold their children to the 
Knglifh. There were, indeed, great difeontents amongft the troops that were to go to 
i\merica ; but the margrave was not affected by them. Ho feetns determined to make 
as much of that country as he can, upon the principle that after his death it is to fall into 
other hands. 

The remainder of Franconia is compofed of a number of fmall principalities. The 
people here in general fuffer very great oppreflion. I'hofe are particularly miferable 
whofe mailers relide in the great courts ; for, by this means, they are not only deprived 
of the fpending of great lums amongft them, but are fubjecled to the tyranny of defpotic 
fervants, who are always worfe than the mafters, and choofe to have their (hare of the 
jikmder. The locum ienens of a well known dutchy in Franconia, hardly keeps his place 
more than fevoi nr eight years, in which fhort time he commonly faves enough to be 
no longer a fervaiit. I bis will, no doubt, make you think of the fervants of theF.r.'r- 
lifli F.aft-liidia company, who hare called nabobs at their return ; which they, literally 
fpcaking, are, at the cxpuice of the Indian.'^. It is thanks to ftanding armies that the 
people of this country arc as quiet as they are under their nabobs. In the famous re¬ 
bellion which broke out in 1425, and has been fo well deferibed byGothe, in his Gofs 
of Berlichingei), tiiey treated the princes, dukes, and other great perfons, in a very 
flrange manner. A uuntber of thefc ruffians having made themlelves mafters of fome 
caftles belonging to the marquifles of Hohenlo, put collars round their nocks, and cried 
out under their nofe, Now are we mafters of Hohenloe, and ye are nothing ?” It was 
very impolitic in the imperial cities of Franconia, Suabia, and the circles of the Rhine, 
to be accefl'ary at that time in fubduing the peafants. At prefent the oppreflion of the 
prince falls as heavily upon them as it docs on their own fubjefls; a thing they might 
have fortfetn, as theie princes were already fo powerful, by means of their ftanding 
armies, that the falvation of the cities would have been to make a common caufe with 
the peafants againlt them, as without the afliftance then afforded by thefe cities,.the in- 
furgents would not have been fubdued ; for the now fo weak cities of Halle, Bopfin- 
gen, Dunckclfpuhi, Nordlingen, &c. were at that time more formidable to the rebellious 
peafants, than the greateft princes} but they have now no longer any fuch fortunate 
opportunity to expetl. 


LETTER LXI. 

Franefort. 

I CAME hither through the Speffart, which is the thickeft foreft I have met with in 
the common road. In thq fpace of twenty-feven miles, I faw only a fmgle village and 
an hunting box. The reft was almoft intirely wood and hill. Notwithftanding ail this, 
the road is a very wonderful one; and the Eleftor of Mentz, to whom the greateft part 
of the country belongs, keeps it very clear from robbers. For twenty years part there 
have hardly been two initances of any perfon having been attacked in thefe frightful 
forefts; and at prefent they are fo fecure, that you may travel through them in the 
night without any apprehenfions. At AfehaflFenburg, a pretty German town, there are 
always thirty huffiu«, who travel through the Speffart at ttated times, in order to pre¬ 
vent the poflibility of an accident. If all the prince.t of Germany were to make ufe of 
their forces for thefe purpofes, there would be no caule to complain of iheT military 
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cftabliilitneRts, or the tyrannical manner in which their hufbandmen are treated. The 
beauty and falubrity of its fituation, encouraged me to make an excurfion as far as Af- 
chaffenburg. At fome diftance north and eaftward, you fee the Speffart, which forms 
a half circle round this city, and protefts it from the high winds. The country about 
this city is imcommonly fruitful. It is famous for producing a great number of apple- 
trees, with the fruit of which they make a cyder, which only a connoiffeur can diilin- 
guifh from true wine. It is often exported to the north as a Rhenifh. I tailed fome of 
it that was feven years old ; it had a great deal of fire, but coils twenty-four creutzers 
the bottle, a price for which you may have very good wine. 

The government encourages the people to make as much as poffible of the advantage 
of their fituation. They have planted mulberry-trees, and have made fome very good 
experiments on filk-wornis. On the banks of the Maine, near the city, there is a fine 
alley, which runs through a very extended plain. You meet here with a curious me¬ 
morial of the fixteenth century. An old German knight, as big as the life, and armed 
at all points, is kneeling before a crucifix, at the bottom of which he has depofited his 
helmet. The whole has the appearance of an immenfe pyramid, of which the crofs 
forms the head, and the knight and his appurtenances the lower parts. The work is 
extremely good, and altogether exhibits a very llriking appearance to the beholder. 

Franefort is a fine large city. There is no town in Germany which has larger or 
more magnificent inns than thofe of this place. I’.xcepting Hamburgh, this is the only 
imperial city which keeps up all its prillinc fplendour. Whilft Nurenberg, Auglburg, 
and feveral others about it, are going to decay, it continues to thrive and to improve. 
The outfides of the houfes are very fplendid, and the llyle of the architefture Ihews that 
the inhabitants know how to lay out their money with tafte. There are about thirty 
inhabitants in the place who are worth a million of livres j and you may name above 
thirty Calvinillic houfes, who have thirty thoufand guilders. The number of very rich 
Gatholics and Lutherans, is not Icfs: fo that in all there may be about two hundred 
houfes who have incomes of one hundred thoufand guilders *, and above. There is a 
high appearance of affluence throughout. 'I'he furniture of their houfes, thdr gardens, 
equipage, drefs, and female ornaments, every thing, in fhort, befpeaks a Hate above the 
ordinary citizen, and which approaches the extreme of magnificence. 

The trade of Franefort is extremely hurtful to Germany. According to the accounts 
given me by a very underltanding merchant of this place, the exports of German com¬ 
modities by this channel hardly amount to a tenth of the imports from France, Holland, 
Italy, and other countries. The former confill of iron and other rough or worked 
metals, (which are exported mollly into France and Holland) of wine, linen, and other 
infignificant articles. The latter, on the contrary, are made up of all kinds of fpices, 
female ornaments, handkerchiefs, filks, and in fhort, all the expenfive articles of luxury 
fumifhed by Italy, France, and Holland. In a word, Franefort is the great canal by 
which the gold of the empire runs out. The lofs which this^place brings on the coun¬ 
tries about the upper parts of the Rhine, Danube, and Maine,’ may be judged of by the 
value of the louis-d’ors. As all the payment of this place to France and Holland, muft 
be made in this coin, they are commonly worth twelve creutzer more here than in the 
other parts of Germany, the country about the Lower Rhine only excepted, which 
drives the fame kind of unpatriotic trade. The older people of this place, as well as in 
Bavaria, Franconia, and Suabia, remember the times, when, after the operations of 
Lewis XIV. our louis and crown pieces were the coin the moft cpramonly to be met 


* lOjOOoI. 


with 



RIESBECK’s TRAVEI.S through GERMANY. 


241 


with in the country. But now they are very feldom found in the ordinary courfo of 
trade. Very few of them were recoined, as t!ie mint cannot cope witli the liigh a^^io 
given by the merchants in the courfe of exc hange, d'hey are, however, font in heaps 
to Holland, and twenty creut/.er for every louis-d’or is ])aid above the market price. 

There arc foine woollen, carpet, and cotton matuifathires here, and in the country 
round. Thcfe belong in part to the merchants of the place, but are moft of them only 
rented by them, and a great ])nrt of the woollen manufaclurcs of Hanau, are fold by 
third hands here. Upon the whole, the entire trade of this place is a more Jcwilh bu(i- 
nefs, vvliich employs very few hands profitably, and is in a great meafure fupported by 
the internal confumption. The greateil merchants of this place are not aihamed of being 
brokers; and a great number of traders, with revenues of from forty to fifty or fixty 
thoufand guilders, do otdy commiflion bufmefs ; whereas, if tliey hud more activity, 
and the true fpirit of indu'lry, they ntight make iile of their money to more advantage 
in manufacUires. 

The fituation of the place fecurcs it the perpetual enjoyment of the advantages which 
have made it fo rich. It lies in the midfl cif llie belt part of Germany, in a country, 
the naturrd wealth of which is fivouralile to luxury, and which is broken into fo many 
fmall Hates, that there is no caiife to fear the prohibition of foreign wares. It has not, 
like Dantzick, which carries on the fame kind of trade, but is now nearly ruined by 
Pruflia and Poland, powerful and enlightened neighbours to cope with, wdio are atten¬ 
tive to lofe no advantages that may be procured to their own fubjecls. 

I'Vancfort contains thirty-four thoufand inhabitants, including the ftranl^ers conftatitly 
refident. Thofe w^ho come for the fair are generally eftimated at fomc thoufands. 
Amonglt tliefc, tlicre were at laft fpring fair fifty princes. As the way to the principal 
high roads of Germany lies through this place, all the perfons of confequence who go 
to the baths and watering places, commonly take Franefort in their way to them. This 
occafions a concourfe of good company ; and the apparatus of the fair, together with 
the liberty of living which prevails at thcfe times, form together an interefting fpeftacic. 
The German nobility come herefrom many caufes, fuch as payments and Tales of many 
kinds to make, (he neighbourhood of powerful courts, and various other reafons. 

1 he govcrnai nt, which was formerly very rigid, has now fomewliat relaxed, and 
endeavours to make the ftay of ftrangers as agreeable to them as can be. During the 
fiiir, there are play-houfes, concerts, a Vaux-hall, fine walks, public .dancing-booths, 
and women of the town in abundance. A village in this neighbourhood called Boru- 
heim, is famous all over Germany for its brothels. 

Excepting at the time of the fair, ftrangers, who are generally here in great numbers, 
are but ill treated. As Franefort is one of the few imperial cities who have freed them- 
felves from the tyranny of the excife fyftem, the magiftrate.s, who have loft confidcrably 
by lofing it, endeavour to make themfelves amends by making ftrangers feel tlic weight 
of their privileges. For-inllancc, the innkeepers will not allow a ftranger to take up 
his quarters at a private houfe, even though he eats at hi.<5 innT The little jcaloufy in¬ 
cident to fmaller ftates, but which you would not expeft to meet with in a city fo con- 
fpicuous as this is for its /o«, I’ometimes aifo plays ftrangers fciirvy tricks. A few years 
lince, two miftrefies of a German prince, with large rcverme.«, fettled here, and i'pc:tt 
large fums of money. After a lime they were banilhcd the city by ihc magiftrates, under 
pretence that they led diflipated and idle lives ; but the true reafon was, that the ladies 
of the place, who could not allprd to fpend as much money as they did, grew jealous of 
them. 
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The ever increafing luxury of the Germans, particularly of tlwfo who inhabit the 
countries round this place, the habit the German nobkljc are under of coming hither tn 
make a figure, the increafing care of the magillrate tq procure rtrangers every kind of 
plcafure, the admirable roads which lead hither from every part of Germany, and the 
excellent inns, are the reafons why this fair is of lute years more and more frequented. 
It is now vifited by French and Knglilh, who meet here with every article of luxury 
they can dofire. 

In general the inhabitants of this jdace arc rather fiifl' in their carriage. There is, 
however, fome excellent company to be met with amonglt them. Amongfl the patri¬ 
cians there arc I’cvcral very refpeftable perfons of good nobility who have no Iharc in 
the magifiracy. 

Franefort has ever fupplied, and fiill continues to fupply Germany with fome of its 
firfi-rato literati; and you meet here with well informed men in every branch of the 
arts and fcicnces. The only thing whicli Hands in the way of libvTiy of thought, auil 
refinement of manners, and alfo alTefts trade and induflry confiderably, is the inquili- 
torial Hate of the Lutheran clergy, who are here the principal church. The reformed, 
who, in proportion of their numbers, arc wiilicut a doubt the richeft part of the inhabi¬ 
tants, have not yet been able, with all their pains, to obtain the liberty of worfliipping 
God publicly; though the Catholics, whofe religion differs mucli more than theirs, from 
that of the cffabliflied church, have more chapels than any other feCf, and the Jews have 
a public and very confiderablc fynagoguc. 

The number of Jews fettled here is about fi-x thoufand. There are fome who are 
worth a million, and vie with the Chriflians in every articles of expencc. Their induff ry 
is not to be conceived. They are pimps, language-malfers, fencing-maffers, dancing- 
maffers, writing and arithmetic maffers, and their daughters are at the fcrvicc of the 
uncircumcifed. Thofe who go into their ftreets, are in danger of being preffed to deatit 
by them, lliey fall upon ffrangers by dozens, and compel them to buy their wares. 
It is very difficult for a man to difentangle himfelf from them without the help of a good 
flick ; and they call to ffrangers from the diffance of three or four hundred paces. 1 ho 
houfes of their well-encompaiTed ftreets are filled to the very roofs with inhabitants. In 
foven of them, which hardly occupied a fpaceof fifty yards, and were burned down fome 
years fiiice, there were twelve hundred perfons. C 3 n the other hand, there is often only 
one family in the houfes belonging to the rich. This is the fign of an incredible afflu¬ 
ence, for houfe-rent is dearer inthefe ffrects, than in any part of London, Paris, or any 
other great city. There is a law which forbids the Jews to live any where out of their 
ffrects; but the magiftratc winks at the breaking of it, and only renews it from time 
to time to c.xiort money from iliofe who choofe to live clfevvhere. 

The celebrated colleges here are a wonderful inftitulion. Thofe confifl of alTucia- 
tions of people of the fame rank, w ho aflfemble on a certain day. I'liere are colleges of 
nobility, of artifts cf all kinds, of bookfellers, of dodors of Jaw and phyfic ; and, in 
lliorr, of all orders. It is not difficult for a ftrangcr to be introduced to thefe, and the 
advantage he derives by it, of being acquainted in an hour with the moft reputable peo¬ 
ple of his own rank, is incredible. 

The government of this city is of a mixed kind, and very intricate. Tbeconteft be¬ 
tween the ariffocracy and democracy is warmer here than in any other city in Germany. 
Ikrcily a year paffes but the burghers begin a new law-fuit w'ith the council, or the 
council with the burghers. The confcquence is, that as law-fuitsr carried before the 
imperial court are of very long duration, the law'-fuits of the ciiy of Franefort agaiall 
itfelf, already amount to fome dozens. I have it from good authority, that the ftate 
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hns lakf out 30,000 rix-dollars, in the lad twenty years, annually, in expenccs for law- 
fuits carried on betwixt its own citizens. And as the I'pirit of pettyfogging and litigiouf- 
nefs is no where In’gher than it is here, Franefort is likewife engaged in ]>erpetual dif- 
putes with the Princes, Dukes, and Marquifics round it, much to the advantage of the 
lawyers of Vienna and Wefslar. 'Jiie cods of tlicfe, during ilie above-mentioned ))c- 
riod, have amounted to 20,000 rix-dollars annually ; fo that when we come to cad up 
date expenccs, we may lay this fingle article at 50,000 rix-dollars. 'J'he annual revenue 
of the date is about 600,000 guilders, or 30,000!., which are inodly raifed from the 
cxcife and cudoms. The contributions of the burghers, which arc a kind of tax, are 
very numerous. I'hey are laid on according to the true principles of a commercial com¬ 
monwealth. They are divided into two portions, viz. the large tax of 50 guilders, and 
the fmaller, of 25 guilders per annum. Every burgher has the liberty of paying to 
the large or fmall fund, and confequently taxes himfclf. If I inidakc not, an income 
(if 30,000 guilders lubjctls a man to pay the higher tax ; but thc -inagidracy of this place 
has not, like ihofc of Nuronberg, the right, fo contrary to the true fpirit of trade, of 
taking an inventory of the circumdances of a merchant. This leaves the merchants at 
liberty to value their edates over or under the line of limitation j and it is evidently the 
intcred of every merchant to pafs for a man of an edate of more than 30,000 guilders, 
and contribute to the large tax.—Thcclafs of inhabitants to w'hich all the reformed, and 
likewife a large part of the Catholics belong, have greater taxes to pay. Tlie latter 
may, by favour of the magidracy, arrive at the rights of burgedes, but not take part 
in the government. The former are entirely excluded from the power of becoming 
burgedes. 


LETTER LXII. 

Mentz. 

rilE country between this place and Franefort, particularly that in the neighbour- 
ln)od of Meniz, is one of -the riched 1 have hitherto foen, and the road is the bed and 
Jiandfomed 1 have met w'ith in Germany. Till within three miles of Franefort, it is in 
a draight line, raifed, paved, and guarded on both fides with high dones, which fecure 
the foot-pad’engers from w'aggoiis and horfes. The only defect in this road is, that it 
is too narrow in the middle for tw'o w.aggons to pafs. All the roads through the do¬ 
main of the city of Franefort arc built in the fame magnificent dyle, fo that it is edi- 
mated that every three miles has cod the city above 60,000 guilders, or 6000I. I’he 
chaulfcc in the onc-and-twenty miles belonging to Mentz, is not raifed in fo expenfive a 
dyle as that of Franefort, but it is broader j it is planted wdth trees on both fides all the 
way, and very well kept. Here and there you meet with noble alleys of walnut and 
other fruit-trees, the villages at the end of which exhibit beautiful perfpedlives. There 
is hardly a road in Germafly more frequented than this; the place of pod-mader of lia- 
terflieim, a place midway between the two cities, is the bed of any of the territories of 
the imperial free cities. In the territory of Mentz, each horfe pays two-pence chaujjec 
money at every pod, and each of the three pods bring in 6000 guilders. At lead fe« 
venty-two thoufand horfes pafs this road every year, bolides a great number of horfes 
belonging to private perfons, not taken into the account. There likewife go every day 
between the two cities two large veflels, which are condantly filled with men and mer¬ 
chandize. 1 met with waggons on this road, which, at a didance, looked like large 
houfes. They were drawn by fixtecn or eighteen horfes, and, as the waggoners affured 
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me, carrlotl loads of one hundred and forty or one hundred and fifty hundred weight. 
They generally go from V’rancfoi t to'*Strafburg. 

We came through the pretty little city of Hochfi, which is fituated very pleafantly 
and wholcforncly, on an elevation fix miles from Franefort. I lliould not have made 
iitetition of this place, hut to let right a n:iltakc into which Mr. Moore has fallen; in 
doing which 1 lli.iil have occafion to lay bciore you a very remarkable inllance of the 
political ■.'ni!tnan.tgen}tiit of two diiferent jgovcnunei'.ts. 

Near this litdo town you foe a magnificent coumry-houfe, the architedflure of which 
is not very good, dlic builder isac, Italian of the mi ne of Dolongiro, who, without a 
penny of oiiginal fortune, has lound means to acquire, entirely by his own indullry, a 
capital of from a rninion tv) a million tuid a half of guilders. He made his fortune en¬ 
tirely by the finili' which bears his name, whieli isilifi extremely liked throughout all 
Germany, 'i'ijis man was ranked in the da's <.f inliabitants; I do not know exactly 
whether he w'a.s defirous to leave the city, or whether the government of Franefort had 
occafion to tax him arreih as an out-burgher; be that as it may. he was called upon to 
lay an account of his circumftanccs before the regency. Ho ofi'ered an iinmenle fum 
of money if they would take his word for the fum total, without defeending into parti¬ 
culars; but nothing would fatisfy them but an inventory, which they infillctl on with 
all the obltinacy and harflmefs of a fmall Hate. It fo happens that there is a coinpadl; 
fubfifting between the ftates of M; ntz and V'Vancfort, by which the 1 urgeifts of the one 
are allowed to migrate to the other, without Itt or moleltation. ISolougaro determined 
to feizo the opportunity to revenge himfelf of a government who had treated him fo ill. 
He accordingly built at liochlt, and became a fubjeft of Mentz, which faved him from 
theneceflity of laying an inventory of his efiate before the rnagillracy of Franefort, and 
enabled him to go there as often as he pleafcd, without leaving a creutzer * behind him. 
Mr. Moore fays that the iinincnfe palace which he has built at Hochfi, ftands quue 
empty ; but we lliall eafily conceive how much bufinefs is carried on there, if we con- 
lidcr that Mr. Bolongaro now pays at leafl: 8coo guilders Icfs to the cultoms at Franc- 
fort than he did before, when his whole bufinefs was done in that city. He has alfo 
contrived that great part of the confignments fent from Bremen, Hamburgh, and the 
feveral parts-of Heflia and Hanover into Suabia, Alfatia, and Switzerland, ilioiild go 
through Hochlt infieadof going through Franefort as they did before. The Ivginature 
of Mentz has much facilitated this by building him a crane on the Maine, before hi j 
palace. 

Mr. Bolongaro has carried his revenge ftill farther. He took Mr. Beggiora, one of 
the acutelt and moll intelligent of his countrymen, out of one of the belt houfes of 
Franefort, and entered into partnerfliip with hint for eftablifiiing a commerce in drugs, 
the moft capital branch of trade in Franefort, at Hochft. The bare firm of Mr. Bolon¬ 
garo was of unfpeakable fervice to this trade, and foon repaid him, with intereil, the 
fums he had advanced; but befides this, the partner enjoyed the ^xempnon of cuftoms 
which Bohmgaro had obtained from the regency of Mentz, for twenty years. The 
confequence was, that this new branch of trade was opened to fo much advantage, as 
foon to put 160,000 guilders, or 16,cool, into Mr. Bolotigaro’s pocket. All this 
fliew's that the regency of Franefort committed a great oft'ence againll the profperity of 
the country, by the perfecution of Mr. Bolongaro; and that Mr. Moore, who doubt- 
Jefs faw Bolongaro’s building in company with the Franefortians, and thrpugh their 
eyes, would not have found it fo empty if he had feen it with his o\Vn. 
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The regency of Mcntz were not, however, guilty of a lefs fault In their adoption of 
Mr. Bolongaro, than that of Francfort in their perfecution of him. 1 he polRffors of 
iniiiions are not always beneficial inhabitants to a fmall fiate; on the con;rary, a conpk' 
of dozen of weavers’ looms, which fupport an indufirious man in a creditable manner, 
are at all times of more value than ever fo many palaces of this Bolongaro kind. 'I'lie 
court of Meniz has paid very dearly for the honour of having this rich man for its fub- 
jetf, by entering into contracts very advantageous to him, but much otherwife to the 
Itate. Mr Bolongaro engaged to Ipcnd a certain fum, I believe 2o,oco guilders every 
year, during twenty years, in building at Ilochfi. -For this the government of Mentz 
granted him an exemption of all culloms for twenty years, an illiniited freedom of trade, 
as much ftone as he chofe to take from the ruins of an old cafile, and four horfes free 
from taxes for his own ufe. 1 he exemption of culloms alone, and the liberty to leave 
Francfort, are more than an equivalent for the promifed buildings of twenty years; but 
even thefo lalt he has contrived to turn eniircly to his own advantage. He had made 
the regency of Menlz believe, in his boalling and magnificent manner, that in the courfc 
of the twenty years, he would build them a fuperb new town, which he propofed to call 
Finmericklladt, in honour of the dead eletlor j but all he did was to build fome houics 
adjoining to his palace, which no doubt Mr. Moore took for the wings of it. It is 
certain that Mr. Bolongaro fcarcc expended half the yearly fum he had covenanted to 
do; and that for many years the whole town of Einrnerickftadt, from whence he dated 
his letters to all the world, was occupied by his own compting-houfe only. 

Still, however, might the regency of Mentz have been exculable for laying out fo 
much in the acijuifition of this rich citizen, had fome part of his money at Icalt been 
devoted to the employment of ufeful hands, or fome part of his fubllance fpent for the 
bciK'lit of the (late; but exceptiitg a few plaillercrs and carpenters, no fubjed of Mentz 
has feen a penny of Mr, Bolongaro’s money. Almolh all his tobacco is prepared out 
of the country, and even the grcatell part of it exported from Francfort, where his prin¬ 
cipal warchoufes and magazines Hill are. lie only removed tiiat part of his trade to 
Hochit, which he could not carry on fo well at Francfort, and availed himfelf of the 
privileges of a citizen of Mentz, to hurt the former city, without being of the lead; ufe; 
to the latter: nay, it is ftill free for him or his heirs to leave Ilocll whenever they 
pleafe, and make it up with Francfort. In the mean time he has built himfelf a palace 
for the futnmer in the cheapefi: mannei', and furrounded it with common houfes, the 
rents of which will richly pay him for the fums he has laid out upon them. 

This, however, was only a poliiical error in the regency of Mentz j but the univerfal 
liberty of trade granted to Mr. Bolongaro is an uiipai'donable oft'ence, both againit mu¬ 
rals and politics. 'I’his man, who originally was lower than the dirt in the itreets, be¬ 
came a miracle of popular inl'ulencc. There are examples of his niggardlinefs, W'hich 
alniolt furpafs all conception, and they are the more (trong from being a fingular contrail 
to the brutal and tQlfeufive magnificence that is peculiar to him. The pride of dcing 
mifehief, has led him to make his fellow-citzens feel the w'eight of bis money in every 
tranraflion by which a penny is to be got. d'herc were eight or nine retail merchants 
in the little town of Hochit, who contrived to live honourably, and carry on a fmall 
trade, Mr. Bolongaro could not relt contented with the great advantage his own com¬ 
merce enjoyed from the exclufive privilege given him, but he mult make ufe of it, if 
not to the total ruin, to the manifelt opprelfion of thefo poor people, lie therefore 
opened a druggill’s Ihop for tlic fale of his goods in the- retail way. The regency of 
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Mcntz, though afting upon much better principles than any other of the ccclefiaftical 
Hater, ol Gennany, had Hill not fenfe enough to fee that eight middling and decent trades¬ 
people are a greater acquifition to a country than one very rich one, even when the ca¬ 
pital of the latter is a ihoufaud times greater than that of the former. 

Mr. Bnlorigaro’s abjed fpirit carried him Hill farther. He wanted a monopoly of all 
the molt important articles of commerce, and to obtain it, ofl'ered the regency a large 
film ; but this the prefent prince would not accept. 

To fill up the meafure of his crimes, Bolongaro brought a complaint againfl: the filli- 
ermen of tlie place, for having hurt fome tree or fiatue in his garden, and infifted on 
their being deprived of the in ivilege of fifliing in the river Nid, which runs under the 
\\’all of his garden into the Maine. 'J’his too the regency was w'cak and wicked enough 
to grant: thus robbing of their bread a number of poor families, in order to ferve a 
wretch, whole charader I cannot better fum up, than by telling you he gave an old 
Iriend, who had met with tuisfortuncs, and was come a great way in hopes ot receiving 
iiflitlance from this prolperous countryman of his, a fmgle fourfous piece and that the 
worll he could pick out of his purfe. 

I Ihould not have detained-you thus long with this trifling incident, but to fliew how 
fondly the fmall Hates of Germany purchale the power of doing each other harm ; for 
there is no doubt but the defire of iiurting l''ranclort was the true caufc that led the re¬ 
gency of Mciitz to give this ridiculous proteSion. 

1 vifited the china manufacture at HochH ; it is not hitherto in very brilliant circutn- 
Hances ; it is divided into Ihares, the polTeffors of which arc not men calculated to do 
w'hatis bell for the whole: they arc, liowever, hard at work upon plans to improve it. 
AmongH other people engaged in them, I vifited Mr. Melchior, w'ho is certainly one of 
the greateH Hatuaries now exifting, and has an unfpcakable love for his art. There are 
but few great w-orks of his, though what he has done in this way is inimitable; but he is 
without a rival in fmall models, and it is to his labours that this porcelane manufaclory 
owes its celebrity. 

Tite villages and farms which w'c met with on the way to Franefort hither, would pafs 
lor towns in Bavaria, or the north of Germany. They all befpeak a high Hate of opu¬ 
lence in the inhabitants. The beggars one occafionally fees, are a confequcncc of the 
way of thinking ol the German catholics, and the opinions of their governors, which I 
mentioned in Ipeaking of Wurtzburg. A peafant is in general extremely happy through- 
•'111 the whole country. He is almoll every where a freeman, and oppreflTed with no 
iiard taxes. A lilfle more care to provide employments for the hands that could be 
Ipaivd from agriculiure, witli a little more attention to education, in order to infpirethe 
]>eople with a greater dilgiifl to begging, w'ould make this government almoH perfcCl. 
in the ii' ighbouring country of DarmHadt, which 1 likewife vifited from Franefort, the 
pcalant is by no means lb rich as the inhabitant of the territory of Mentz, for nature 
lias not been fo liljcr al to him, and he is loaded with more taxe.s; but he is cleaner and 
more aCtive; nor will you fee fo many beggars in the Hrccts of DarmHadt. 

Till wit.hin fix miles of Mentz, the inhabitants live chiefly on their agriculture. I’he 
earth yields uncommon returns, and the corn of this country is imported hr and wide 
on the Rhine. There are alfo large quantities of fruits and greens of all kinds j excel¬ 
lent alpai'agus and cabbage are the food of the moll common people: nor is there a 
placi’ in Germany where the people are fo fond of them, or have a greater fupply of 
provilions of this kind. Great fhip-loads of their cabbages, as well raw as pickled, are 
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carried down the Lower Rhine, as far as Holland. The little city of Croneburg, fitu- 
atcd on an eminence fix miles off the main road, drives a trade with Holland to the 
amount of 8000 guilders a year for apples, cyder, and chcfnuts, of which laft it has large 
groves. All the villages of the country lie in orchards of trees, and command large 
fields of com below. Thefe numerous orchards make the country look a little poor, 
though it is as well cultivated as any other part of Germany. In the flrip of land which 
lies betwixt Franefort, Mentz, and the nearell hills to the north of Mentz, containing 
a fpace of about twelve miles long, and fix broad, they reckon eight little cities, 
five large market towns, and about eighty villages, few of which contain lefs than fixty 
families. 

At Wickeard, a place which is fix miles from Mentz, the nature of the country intirely 
changes; an arm of the large mountain called Wettcraw, extends itl'elf here to the banks 
of the Maine, and forms a couple of large hills, on the one of which, Wickeard, and on 
the other, Hocheim is fituated. 'I'hc foulhern and weftem fides of the former produce 
an excellent wine. The caftern fide of the fecond yields admirable corn; and the paits 
of it expofed to the fouth and weft, aftbrd the moft delicious wine, without comparifon, 
of all Germany. The little village of Hocheim, from whence the F.nglifti give all kinds 
of Rhcnifh wine the name of Hock, contains about three hundred families. A prettier 
village 1 have not fccn. It belongs to the chapter of Mentz, the Dean of which enjoys 
the revenue of it; in a good year he makes from 12 to 15,000 guilders of his wine. 
He and the Auguftincs of Mentz and Franefort, have the exclulive enjoyment of the 
beft Hocheimer wine, of which, in good years, a piece, confifting of one hundred mca- 
fures, fells for from 900 to 1000 guilders from the prefs. This is certainly one of the 
deareft w'ines in the world. Having a defire to tafte it on the fpot, we were obliged to 
pay a rix dollar; it was, however, of the beft vintage in this ('cntiiry, to wit, that of 
1766. Nor Ihould we have had it, but for an advocate of Mentz, to whom the hoftefs 
meant to ftiew favour. This was the lirft German wine I had met with which was in- 
tirely without any four tafte: it was quite a perfume to the tongue ; w'hereas the other 
wiue of Hocheim, let it bo as good as it may, is not quite clear of vinegar; though for 
this alfo, if it has any age, you are forced to pay a guilder and a half. I'hc whole way 
from Hocheim to Mentz, was the moft beautiful of the whole journey during three miles. 
It lay along the flopc of the hill, covered with vineyards, which arc ihadeu from the road 
by beautiful fruit-trees. 'I'his defcont commands a beautiful profpeeft, over a fmali, but 
uncommonly rich country, terminated by the confiux of the Rhine and Maine. The 
fine wine does not grow on this fide of the hill, but on the other. From hence you dc- 
feend into a vale, watered by a little rivulet, where corn-fields, meuviows, and orchards, 
form the prettied profped imaginable. At the left, througli an orchard of fruit-trees, 
YOU fee the beautiful village of Koftheim. The wav then winds through the orchards 
and vineyards of the large village of Caflel, which appears diredly oppofite to Mentz, 
at the end of a fine alley leading to the banks of the Rhine. 

As foon as you arrive at the bridge of boats acrofs the Rhine, you are ftruck with one 
of the moft magnificent fpedacles that it is poftiblc for human imagination to conceive, 
d'hc proud ftream which has nowfwallowcd up the Maine, and is fourteen hundred feet 
broad, comes out of a plain which extends as far as the horizon ; but at Mentz largo 
hills come athwart itscourfe, and compel it, after forming fome illands, to change the 
northern diredion, which it has kept from Switzerland hither, for a weftern one. It i& 
ihefo hills, on the fle^pes of which you behold fcvcral habitations, which form that cele¬ 
brated amphitheatre called the Rhinegau, the throne of the German IJacchus. The 
Rhino ftill keeps the beautiful green fo much admired in S wiizorluud; and even at fome 
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diftance below this city, the dKTerence of its W'aters and thofe of ■ the muddy Maine, is 
eafily to be difeerned. Dircftly before your eyes you have the city of Mentz, w'hich 
prelcnts itfelf with a majefly not to be deferibed. The numberlefs boats which deck its 
banks, as well as the numerous and magnificent towers of its churches, are reflefted by 
the clear ftreain. The length of the city towards the Rhine, including the fortifications, 
is at leaft a mile and a half. Amidft the large and fomething dark mafs of old build¬ 
ings, you fee now and then a few new ones ftrikb out, which form a pleafing contrail, 
lioth the houfes towards the Rhine, and thofe at the two ends of the city, are here and 
there ornamented with a rich green. In a word, the fiiuation of Drcfden, magnificent 
as it is, is hardly to be compared with that of Mentz. 

' When you come into the city the beauty of the profpeft is much changed. The 
flreets are dark, narrow, and not very clean.—But before I fay any thing more of Mentz, 

1 mufl give you an account of fome excurfions I made from Franefort into the neigh¬ 
bouring cities. 

I took a ride to Darmftadt, which is a fmall but lovely place. At Franefort they had 
deferibed the people to me as iliff, but I found the circle in which I lived, and which 
confided of fame counfellers and officers, uncommonly affable, genteel, and eafy. In¬ 
deed were it in my power, I wiffi for no better company to make me reliffi life than that 
I met with at Darmdadt; nor do I know a place where I fhould pitch my tent fo wil¬ 
lingly, if it depended upon myfclf to fix the place of my abode. You are in the midft 
of feveral large cities, not far didant from each other. The company is fuch as you can 
only meet with in large cities. The air is good ; the provifions cheap ; and you have 
it always in your power to unite the city and country life. Add to this, that the popu¬ 
larity of the court, the delicate Englifli garden open to every body, the magnificent pa¬ 
rade, the number of agreeable women, and the hunting parties, which are to be made 
at no great expence, render it a mod dcfirable habitation. 

The talents of the reigning prince are altogether of the military kind. He refides little 
at Darmdadt; but the hereditary prince, who is condantly there, is one of the mod 
agreeable and bed men in the world. He knows nothing of the hauteur which encom- 
paffes fomany other German princes, and banifiies drangers from them. 'J’hc income 
of this court is ellimated to amount to 1,150,000 Rhenifh guilders, or about 115,000 
pounds; a great part, however, of this, is appropriated to the payment of the principal 
or intered of old debts. —This is the fit nation of all the German courts. 

This part of the territory of Darmdadt, which lies betwixt the Rhine, the Maine, the 
Bergdralfe, and ihe Odenwald, is the niod 'confiderable of them in extent, but by no 
means the bed ; it is made up chiefly of fanJy plains and thick foreds, the bed part of 
which is the Black Wood. Some didridts on the Bergdraffe and the Odenwald are un¬ 
commonly fruitful; but in general the poffcffions of this houfe, which lay in the Wet- 
terau, are much richer than this part of the inarquifate of Caffeneln-Bogen. Notwith- 
danJing this,’thcrc is a great degree of opulence amongd the peafants; their induftry, 
ami the adlivity and wifdom of the government, making up for what nature has refufed 
them. The vilbges in this country have an uncommonly neat and gay afpedl. Tl^ 
c6rn afforded by thefe fandy plains, the quantity of wood, and the large quantity of gar¬ 
den ilnff, together with the other produce of their agriculture, bring confiderablc fums 
to the country. The little hamlet of Gerau fells froiTii/4 to 5000 guilders-worth of cab- 
bage, which is looked upon as the bed in this country, every year. 'I he afpanugus of 
Dormfiadt are ffimous all over Germany for their beauty and fize: tit fereral places they 
like wife make a wine, which is very tolerable. 
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The peafants of this country are a very ftrong and bandfonie race of men, well boned 
and well linewed. Better or more adive troops than the three Darmftadt regiments of 
infantry, are not to be feen in Germany; the Prufliau troops themfelves not excepted. 
They confift of about fix tboufand men. The regiment of them quartered at Firma- 
fentz isvifited and admired by our officers from Stratzburg, Landau, Fort Lewis, and 
other places. It is indeed a pattern of difeipline, aconomy, and good behaviour. The 
wonderful military talents of the Prince of Darmfladt give the greatefl: expeftations of 
the regiment called formerly the Royal Baviere, which he commanded in our army. 
The prince is commonly much blamed for his military turn ; but his troops arp really 
no detriment to the country ; it is incredible how little they coft j and as they have fre¬ 
quent furloughs granted, agriculture fullers nothing from them : they are, in fact, only 
a well-difciplined-'and well-regulated militia. Nor is the military education witliout its 
advantages in other refpects ; one immediately fees, upon looking at thefe peafants, that 
they have fecn fervice ; for the natural confcquetices of it, a peculiar degree of order, 
clcaalinefs, and activity, dillinguilh them from their neighbours. Nor arc thefe troops 
commodities for the market, like thole of many other German princes. The Englilh 
dealer. General Fawcet, offered a oiuch higher price for them than what he gave the 
Landgrave of Mefl'c ; but he met with a flat denial, though his money would have been 
of great fervice for the payment of old debts. 

In my way from Afehaft’enburg to Franefort, I came through Hanau. The country 
belonging to the prince of that name produces a great deal of corn, w'ood, w'ne, and 
fair, which may bring in about 50,000 Rhenilli guilders, or about 5000 pounds yearly. 
Hanau is a very pretty and well-peopled city, in which there are feveral manufactures, 
particularly of woojlen Hull's. The reigning prince is the mod amiable man I have yet 
met with amongfl the German potentates. ' Every ftranger who has either rank, merit, 
or knowledge, to dillinguilh him, is fecure of a good reception at his court. I am ac¬ 
quainted with no perfon of that high rank, who lets a ftranger feel his elevation fo little 
as this Ibvereign does. He can fo thoroughly diveft hiinfeif of his liation, that I know 
few perfons who equal him either in the choice or enjoyment of thepleafurcs of fociety. 
His brother is as amiable as himfelf: they are both zealous free-mafons. He is blamed, 
as well as the Prince of Darmftadt, on account of the number of his troops; but as he 
is heir of Caffel, the government of which is intirely military, this reproach is of little 
confequencc. 

Franefort commands a moll beautiful country on all Tides. The villages and hamlets 
of this country would pafs for towns in other places. In all Bavaria there is not a city, 
excepting Munich only, which can vie with the hamlet of llofenbach, three miles diftant 
from Franefort, either in beauty, population, or riches. 

I made an excurfion, with a gentleman of Franefort, to Homberg von der 
Hohe, the refidence of a prince of the lloufe of Hefic, who takes his name from 
this little town. The* territory of this prince confifts only of a few fmall vil¬ 
lages, in one of which there is a very rich colony of Huguenots. The proper name of 
# this is Frederickfdorf, but in the whole country they call it Walfchdorf. This arifes from 
our being called Welches in this country; a name which in Bavaria and Auftria is com¬ 
monly given to the Italians. There are good manufa£lures here, particularly of vari¬ 
ous woollen fluffs. The court is like the city, exceedingly fmall; but ftrangers are 
made very welcome. The Princefs, who is a fiftcr to the late Grand Duebefs of Ruf- 
fia, the Duchefs of Weimar, and the Margravine of Baden, is one of the moft refpeft- 
able women I have ever feen. The education of thefe four princeffes does the utmoft 
honour to all Germany, as well as to their refpeftable mother, wltofe magnificent grave, 
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in the park of Darmftadt, is a lafting memorial of her uncorrupt tafte and noble vpay 
of thinking. The Prince of Homberg is alfo a well educated man; fo that this court, 
ftnall as it is, was one of tbofe I admired moft in all Germany. The whole of its in¬ 
come does not amount to more than 100,000 rix dollars, or io,oool. 

The country betwixt Franefort, Homberg, Cronberg, and Rodelheim, is thick fet 
with villages and hamlets, which form the prettiell: inland pidlure imaginable. You fel- 
dom meet with a plcafanter landfcape than from the view at Oberurfel, a large hamlet 
in the territory of Mentz, which lies between Cronberg and Homberg. The noife of 
fome iron and copper hammers has an exceeding good elFedt. 

We met with an adventure in thLs country, which I fliall all my life long recolledl 
with the greatefl pleafure. Behind Cronberg the mountain called Altkoniger^ or the 
old king, raifes its bare head high above the ridge of hills, which protedb the fine plain 
along the fide of the Maine, between Franefort and Mentz, from the rude north wind. 
They tell many ftrange ftories of this hills, and of an old ruinous caftle which ftands 
on it. We afeended him with fome difficulty, but at the top met with a fpedlacle which 
will never go out of my remembrance. Diredtly to the fouth you overlook a plain 
thirty-three miles broad, which is terminated by the fummits of the Odenwalde and the 
Speffart. Here you may difeern all the villages, hamlets, and towns, which lie between 
Franefort and the Maine; together with a great part of the country of Darmftadt. 
The eafternview is clofed by the Speffart, which is fifty-one miles diftant. The whole 
country of Afehaffenburg, along the Maine, along the Necker, and as far as the Don- 
nerfberg in the Upper Palatinate, lay like a map under our feet. Thefe extenfive pro- 
fpefts are common enough in many countries, but you feldom find them fo thickly 
fprinkled with the fmiling habitations of men. Behind you to the northward, and on 
both fides to the weft and north-eaft, you overlook partly barren, or well wooded 
mountains, and partly the moft agreeable mixture of foft hills and plains that can be 
conceived. Direftly againft the weft the row of mountains form the fineft amphithe¬ 
atre that can be conceived. The fineft fight, however, was that which we faw the next 
morning. There is a fpot on this mountain very favourable for feeing the rifing fun. 
In order to enjoy this fpeflacle we had provided ourfelves with peliffes, to guard againft 
the cold, but were obliged to make a fire of wood in the night, though after one of the 
warmeft days in Auguft. The rife of the morning, however, fully overpaid us for the 
toi)s of the night. Never did 1 feel my own exiftence, or that of the Being which ani¬ 
mates all nature, more fully than at the inftant in which the firft ray of the morn gilded 
the tops of the Speffart and Odenwalde ; both which at a diftance appeared to be iflands 
of fire. As far as this hill all was thick darknefs ; but this eaftern view appeared like 
an illuminated ifland fwimraing on the black ocean of night. The morning fpreading 
wider and wider (hewed us the moft beautiful landfcape in miniature that we had ever 
feen. We beheld villages afar off in the (hade, which one ray of the morning fun broke 
through and difpelled the darknefs of. By degrees we faw the feparation of the hills,, 
with their feveral breaks and windings. Every thing looked as it does when you fee a 
fine and well-illumined landfcape through a perfpeftive-glafs. A preffure never before; 
experienced took poffeffion of my breaft on beholding this'fcene. But the firft break 
of the fun himfclf furpaffed all the beauties of the day break'. The grandeur, variety, 
•and magnificence of this appearance, is above all defeription. The plain, feventy-five 
miles long, and forty-two miles broad, which lies betwixt the Speffart, the Donnerjberg, 
the weftern part of the Odenwalde, and our hills, was overfpread with large ftreaks of 
light, which cont rafted in the ftrongeft manner with the thicknefs of the (hades. We 
beheld the top of the Donnerjberg gilded over, whilft deep darknefs brooded at his feet 
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and all over the Rhine beneath. We ourfelves were in light, but the plains and villages 
beneath us were in a kind of half darknefs, only broken by the refleftion of the light 
from our hills. The elevated parts of the inimenfe plains, which lay before us, broke 
through the darknefs with a cheerfuhiefs, which brought them half as near again to us, 
and produced the moft agreeable deception. Now a fpire emerged from the gloom, 
then the fummit of a hill covered with wood, then a whole village w'ith its trees feemed 
to fwim on the earth j here lay a corn-field in light, by which it feemed, if I may ufe the 
expreffion, as it were, parted and raifed up from the country round. The Maine, 
which hitherto had appeared like a dark ftripe of the profpeft, began like wife to be il¬ 
luminated with filver ; and the Rhine was foon brought nearer to our eyes in the fame 
manner. But I feel that I am attempting to deferibe a fccne above all defeription; 
and, for the deferibing of which I have no talents. In brief, I have often feen the fun 
rife, but never fo magnificently as upon the Alt-Konig. It is indeed moft likely that a 
man may go through many countries, without meeting with fo favourable a fpot as this 
is for.fuch an objed. 


LETl'ER LXIII. 

Mefttz, 

TRAVELLERS, who do not care for the trouble of moving far from their head 
quarters, carry away no very favourable imprelfion of this town with them. The beft 
part of it is that in which there are hardly any inns, or any thoroughfares. The inn of 
the Three Crowns, which is far the beft in the place, and indeed an excellent one, is in 
the very worft fituation imaginable. From hence you may wander over the greateft 
part of the town, without meeting W'ith any thing but a heap of black houfes, many of 
which threaten to fall into the narrow ftreets. It was owing to thefe caufes that I had 
heard fuch very different accounts of this town before I came into it; fome deferibing 
it as a fink, and others as one of the beft towns in Germany. A few days ago 1 met 
with a countryman of ours, an aventurier, who, finding his account in being here like 
feveral other gentlemen of his clafs, would have flood me out that it was the only hand- 
fome town in Germany. As the good gentleman had feen nothing but Cologne, 
Treves, and a part of Weftphalia, the only anfwer that I could make him was, that 
Germany was very large. 

The northern part of the city, in which the Archbiihop refides, is full of very regular 
buildings. Here are three regular ftreets, called the Blerchen^ which run parallel to 
each other from the banks of the Rhine to fix hundred yards within the city, and are 
cut almoft regularly by vexy pretty crofs ftreets. The Archbifliop’s palace has a moft 
commanding view of thefe ftreets, the Rhine, and the Rhinegau. There are alfo fome 
good buildings in the old part of the city. The market of beafts is extremely well 
worth feeing; and you hpre and there meet with other agreeable foots. The market 
in the middle of the town, though not regular, is one of the prettied places I have met 
^th in Germany. 

The cathedral is well worthy notice. It is an immenfe large old Gothic building, 
the fpire of which was (truck with lightening feventeen years ago, and intirely laid in 
aflies. As it was made of a foreft of Wood, it burned fourteen hours before it was eft- 
tirely confumed. To prevent thefe accidents for the future, the Chapter had the proc 
fent one built to tha fame height in (lone; an undertaking which coft them 40,000 
guilders, or 4000I. It is a great pity that it is overloaded wit]? fmall ornaments, and 
a ftili greater, that this wonderful edifice is fo choaked up’with (hops and houfes, as to 
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be hardly more than half vifible. As, however, houfes and fliops are very dear in 
this part of the town, one cannot be very an,i;ry with the chapter for chufing rather to 
make the moft of Us ground, than to fhew off the church to the bcft advantage. The 
rent of a Ihop and a tingle room to live in is 150 guilders, or 15I, per annum in this 
part of the town. 

You will hardly find another church in Germany of the height and length of this 
cathedral. The infide of it is decorated with I'everal magnificent inomunents of princes 
and other great perfonages. Amongll the Vvll, 1 admired the monument of a prelate 
belonging to this cathedral, whofe name was Dalilbcrg. It was made by the ilatuary 
Melchior, whom I mentioned to you in my lad letter. The prelate, as large as the 
life, is lying on a coffin, upon which there is a pyramid, which a I rinity is carrying into 
the clouds. The work is very line, but it world have been much finer if the fculptor 
had been fuffored to follow' his own ideas. There is likewife a fine piece of datuary in 
the upper choir; it reprefents a count of Lamberg, who commanded the® impetial troops, 
which drove our forces out of the territory of Mentz at the beginning (f this e ntury, 
and was killed by the fide of an elector palatine, during the adiou, by a mulkei ball— 
he is lifting up the top of his coffin with his right hand, and hoKIs the commander’s 
ftaff with his left : this has an exceeding good effed. This church contains fcveral 
other monuments well w'orth feeing. The Treafury is very fuperior to that ot Drefden, 
which has been fo much fpoken of. 

Befides the cathedral, the city of Mentz contains feveral other church.esin the modern 
llyle, very well worth feeing. St. Peter’s, and the Jefuits church, though both loo much 
loaded with ornament, are among this number. The church of the Augudines, of 
which the inhabitants of Mentz are fo proud, is a mader-piecc of bad tade; but that of 
Ignatius, though little is faid about it, w'ould be a model of the antique, if here, like¬ 
wife, there had not been too much ornament lavilhed. Upon the whole, the palaces 
of the noblcffe want that noble fimplicity, which alone conditutes true beauty and 
magnificence. 

In another century the externals of the city will be quite changed. The late prince 
built a great deal, and the prefent has a tade for the fame fort of exper.ee. 'I’he monks 
and governors of hofpitals alfo have been forced to rebuild their houfes j fo that when 
a few more ftreets are made broader and draighter, the whole will have no bad appear¬ 
ance. The inhabitants, who, together with the garrifon, amount to thirty thoufand, are 
a good kind of people, who, like all the catholics of Germany, make great account of a 
good table. Their faces are interefting, and they are not deficient either in wit or ac¬ 
tivity. In a few generations more their minds will be as cultivated as thofe of their pro- 
tedant brethren, as the government has didinguiflied itfelf, for the fixteen or eighteen 
years pad, by excellent edablilhraents for education. As things now are, there is no 
catholic date in Germany which contains fo many deep thinking, and truly learned 
men as this does. Under the hd government the liberty both'of thinking and writing 
was carried almod as far as it could go : and though various confiderations, fuch as con¬ 
nexions with the late Emprefs, apprehenfions of the priedhood, family motives, and 
other caufes, have made it fomewhat lefs in the prefent times; dill however philofophy 
makes its way. In the mean time conviXion is not wanting, and the theory is as perfeX 
as can be defired. The Archbifliop himfelf, like his brother the Biffiop of Wurtiiburg, 
is a man whom the knowledge of men and things have raifed to the poffeffion of many 
great places: they were his merits alone that engaged the Emperor to recommend him 
upon the vacancy of this fee. You meet with very well-informend men amongft his 
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counfellors and minifters, one of whom is equal to the talk of governing a much greater 
country than the deflorate of Mentz. 

It was probably out of refpefl for the imperial court, at which the Archbifliop was 
fome time miniller of Mentz, that he introduced feveral innovations here not a little 
detrimental to the welfare of the Hate. He is one of the great imitators of the Em- 
prefs’s eflablifhments for the prefervation of chaftity. He has alfo eftablifhed it as a 
maxim in his confiftoi7, to compel the man who has fcduced a woman to marry her, 
in order to prevent the bad confequences of whoredom and fornication. Pity that the 
enlightened prelate does not fee the bad confequences which rauft arife from fuch affo- 
ciaiions. They fhewed me young men here, who had become hulbands in this way. 
A lofs of all true love, fidelity, the unfruitfulnefs of the marriage bed, adultery, and the 
moll fcandalous corruptions of every kind, muft enfue from fuch regulations. Formerly 
the fame laws were eftabliflted at Naples ; but experience foon taught that wife legifla- 
ture, that they were detrimental; and the whores were left to their fate. The F.mperor 
has likewife repealed them at Vienna; nor will it be long before all the world is con¬ 
vinced that every phyfical interpofition in matters of bare morality mult be prejudicial. 
It is faid, indeed, that law's of this kind prevent the murder of baftard children; but 
thofe who argue thus do not confider that the coolnefs they introduce between the mar¬ 
ried pairs, and the other diforders they give rife to, occafion murders by the dozens. 
It is indeed too cruel to tiiake the whole happinefs of a young man’s life depend upon 
the feduflion of an hour. 

There are few cities in Germany, befides Vienna, which contain fo rich and numerous 
a nobility as this does: there are fome houfes here, which have ellates of one hundred 
thoufand guilders, or ten thoufand pounds a year. The Counts of Bafibnheim, Schon* 
born, Siadion, Ingelheim, Elz, Oftein, and Walderdorf, and the Lords of Dahlberg, 
Breitenbach. with fome others, have incomes of from thirty to cmc hundred thoufand 
guilders. Sixteen or eighteen houfes have from fifteen to thirty thoufand guilders, an¬ 
nual revenue. The nobility of this place are fome of the oldeft and moft untainted in 
Germany. The fat canonries, and the hopes of fome time or other producing an elec¬ 
tor, make thcmi I'o careful to preferve themfelves pure. How profitable it is for a family 
to fee one of its branches on the archiepifcopal throne, you may gather from hence. 
The late eleflor, who was not the bell: oeconomift in the world, and had but little Nepo- 
tifm about him, contrived to leave his family 900,000 guilders, of which, however, 
they have only the enjoyment, as it returns to the States after their death. His an- 
cellor, a Lord of Oftein, left behind him four millions of Rhenrlh guilders. 

There arc, amonglt the nobility of this place, many perfons of extraordinary merit, 
who join uncommon knowledge to all the duties of aflive life. Upon the whole, they 
are far fupei ior to the greater part of the German nobility. Their education, however, 
is Hill too lUlF. The firll minilter of the court was refufed admittance into their alTem* 
blies, for not being fufliciently noble; and they think they degrade themfelves by keep¬ 
ing company with bourgeois. They all fpeak a miferable French jargon, and are alhamed 
of their mother-tongue; fo that of courfc they know nothing of the literature of their 
own country, though extremely converfant in every trifle which comes from our prefles. 
Their tables, drefles, and equipages, arc all in the high Parifian ton; but if the poor 
barons did but know what wretched figures they cut at Paris, and how poor an opinion 
is entertained of them there, notwithftanding the compliments they are loaded with for 
the fake of the loifis-d’ors, they would wilh the drefles and equipages, a la Parifitnne^ 
at the Devil. Some few of them, indeed, as the Lord of Dahlberg, the Stadtholder of 
Erfurth, Baron Grofehlag, Baron van der Leyen, ani a few more, have brought fome- 
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thing home from Paris, befides the patois of our fiOi women, and the cut of our clothes} 
but the number of thefe improved men is too finall upon the whole not to niake it ad- 
vil'eable to prevent the prefent nobility from coming into our country, where, for the 
moft part, they only expofe their native land, and leave their healths and fortunes behind 
them. I am acquainted with fome young men of fafliion, who, from being bred at 
home, are conftant fubjefts of dcrifion to the foreign educated nobility, by whom they 
are treated as cockneys; but they remain in poOeifjon of their plump and red cheeks; 
and though they may not figure in a circle, or make a good bow, or Hand upon one leg, 
they have good found underftandings, and know how to have a proper regard for the 
peafant and mechanic. The apparent contrail betwixt thefe perfons and the barons 
is a ftronger argument againft the modern education, than any other I could make 
ufe of. 

The clergy of this place are the richeft in Germany. A canonry brings in 3,500 
Rheniih guilders in a moderate year. The canonry of the-provoft is, without compari- 
fon, the richeft in Germany : it brings him in 40,000 guilders a*year. Each of the 
-deanries is worth 2,600 guilders. The income of the chapter all together amounts to 
300,000 guilders. Though it is forbidden by the canons of the church for any one to 
have more than a fingle prebend, there is not an ecclefiaftic in this place but what has 
three or four ; fo that there is hardly a man amongft them, who has not at leaft 8000 guil¬ 
ders a-year. The laft provoft, a count of Elts, had prebends enough to procure him 
an income of 75,000 guilders. Exclufive of the cathedral, there are feveral other 
choirs, in which the canonries bring in from twelve to fifteen hundred guilders a-year. 
To give you an idea of the riches of the monafteries of this place, I will only tell you, 
that at the deftrudion of the Jefuits, their wine, which was reckoned to fell extremely 
cheap, produced 120,000 rix dollars. A little while ago, the eledor abolilhed one Car- 
thufian convent, and two nunneries, in the holy cellars of which there was found wine 
for at leaft 500,000 rix dollars. 

l^otwithftandmg this great wealth, there is not a more regular clergy in all Germany 
than that of this place. There is no diocefe, in which the regulations made by the 
council of Trent have been more ftridly adhered to, than they have here; the arch- 
bilhops having made a particular point of it, both at the time of the reformation, and 
■ever fince. One thing which greatly contributes to keep up difeipline is the not fuffer- 
ing any pried to remain in the country, who has not fixed and dated duties, and a re¬ 
venue annexed to them. Mod of the irregularities in Bavaria, Auftria, and other cour.« 
tries, arife from Abbes, who are obliged to fubfift by their daily induftry, and any mades 
which they can pick up. Thefe creatures are entirely unknown here. The theological 
tenets of this court arc alfo much purer than thofe of any other ecclefiaftical prince in 
Oermany. I was pleafed to fee the Bible in the hands of fo many common people, 
efpecially in the country. I was told that the reading of it was not forbidden in any 
part of the diocefe, only perfons were enjoined not to read it .through, without the ad¬ 
vice of their confeftbrs. For a long time fuperftition has been hunted through its ut- 
mod recedes; and though it is not quite podible to get entirely clear of pilgrimages, 
and wonder-working images, you will meet with no pned bold enough to exorcife, or to 
preach fuch nonfenfe as we hear in the pulpits of other German churches. It is Angular 
enough that Bellarmin’s book on the Hierarchy was forbid by public proclamation, fo 
long as eighten years ago. The late cleflor did a great deal towards clcanfing the Holy 
■Sheepcote: but he fell under the herculean labour; which, however, the prdent eledlor 
purfues, though with foraewhat a more moderate zeal. The former was terrible to the 
monks, But his attention to them rendered him a little too carelefs of the fecular priefts, 

who 



RlsmCK^S TRAVELS THROUGH GBRMAKY. 255 

who under his adminiftration rather paifed the bounds of a decent liberty, and aifumed 
too gallant an air. What think you, for inftancc, of a prieil appealing in his public 
leftures to Voltaire on Toleration, and other fuch books ? or of fuch authors as Bayle„ 
and Helvetius, being common in the hands pf ftudents in logic ? and this, which made 
it fingularly ridiculous, at a time when the Jefuits were ftill difputing with all their eager- 
nefs on the infallibility of the Pope, and the immaculate conception of the Virgin Mary ? 
The prefent eleftor extends his ratherly care to the regulars, as well as the feculars, and 
has brought them to a regularity, which does himfelf, as well as them, great honour. 

It is impolfible to give you an idea of the veneration in which the late prelate is de- 
fervedly held. From the conviftion that without .a good education, all projcds of im¬ 
provement and alteration are only palliatives, which do not touch the main fore; this 
archbilhop gave 30,000 guilders a year out of his own privy purfe towards the ereftion 
of fchools and other foundations for the education of youth. The prefent archbifhop, 
who found the foundation of fchools for the common people laid to his hands, con- 
tinues to build upon it with fome deviation from the old plan ; but he direfis his chief 
attention to the improvement of the education of the higher orders, and the extention 
of arts and fciences. With this view he has given the ground; on which the three mo- 
nafteries which he has pulled down ftood, to the Univerfity, which by this means has 
raifed its heretofore rather fmall income to 100,000 guilders. As this prelate is en¬ 
tirely free from any temptation to Nepotifm, he has it in his power to do more for the 
mufes than any other German prince. 

The anecdote related in Mr. Pilati’s travels of a Swifs officer, who could find no inns 
to receive his fervants on account of their religion, does not accord with the fpirit which 
at prefent, at lead, generally obtains here. I was in feveral inns, the mailers of which, 
when once they knew that I was a proteilant, offered me meat of their own accord. It 
is probable that the officer had not made the grand tour of all the inns; for things are 
here much as they are in other places : in one ftreet they read legends, and in another 
converfe with Locke and Newton. Whoever attempts to judge of Paris by the inhabi¬ 
tants of the Porcheron; or of Berlin, from thofe who had well nigh raifed a rebellion, 
on account of a pfalm book; or of Hamburgh, from the carrot women, headed by Paf- 
tor Goffe; will be fure to be miftaken. 

Though the trade of this place has been conftantly on the increafe for thefe eighteen, 
or twenty years pad, yet it is by no means what it ought to be, from the Ctuation, amd 
other advantages. The perfons here,, who call themfelves merchants, and who make 
any confiderable figure, are in faft only brokers, who procure their livelihood at the 
expence of the country or territory round, or who aQ: for the merchants of Franckfort. 
You will judge of the wretched date things are in, when I affure you, that ’tis difficult 
to procure a bill of exchange of 3.0,000 guilders. A few toy-fhops, fiv<! or fix druggids, 
and four or five manufofturers of tobacco, are all that can poflibly be called traders. 
There is not a banker in Ihe whole town; and yet this country enjoys the daple privi¬ 
lege; and commands, by means of the Mayne, lacker, and Rhine, all the exports and 
imports of Alfatia, the Palatinate, Franconia, and a part of Suabia and Heffe, as far as 
the Netherlands. The port too is condantly filled with Ihips, but few of them contain 
any merchandize belonging to the inhabitants of the place. Religious principles are 
the true caufe of this evil. When the Huguenots were driven out of France, a great 
number of them were defirous of fettling here. They offered the Elector to build a city 
jud above Mentz, (at the confiux of the Rhine and Mayne, between Caffel and Cod- 
heim,) to fortify it at their own expence; to keep a condant garrifon there,, and, be- 
fides all this, to pay a large annual fum to the date, provided only they na%ht .be allowed 
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the fi'ccdom of their religion, and a participation of the rights of the citizens pf Mentz. 
The archbifliop of that time did not chufe that herefy ihouid build her neft fo near him ; 
but the laft has often been heard to exprefs a wilh that a fimilar offer were to be made 
to him j and the prefent would moft joyfully comply with it. But fuch opportunities 
are but fekiom found j and the times in which it was cuftoraary to drive out Huguenots 
arc gone by. 

'I’he pride and extravagance of the nobility are another hindrance to trade. They 
and the ecclcfiaflics are poffefled of the largeft capitals, which are entirely employed in 
the internal confumption. Whilfl: the merchant of Fraiickfort has a place amongft the 
inagiftrates of his country; thofe of this place meet only with the profoundeft contempt 
from the gentry, w ho will not fufler them to afTociat'e with them. Inllead of catching 
as they do all the little airs of the I.onaon and Parifian nobleffe, they would do much 
better to learn of them the art of doubling their revenues by commercial induftry. 

I have already told you that the faces of the inhabitants of this city and the country 
round it are interefting. The peafants are bolides very ftrongly built, and are diflin* 
guilhable, by their ruddy frelh complexions, from the inhabitants of Bavaria, and the 
northern parts of Germany, who generally have very fallow complexions; but 1 was 
not pleafed with the fet of the bones any where along the Mayne, or even in part of 
Hefle. 1 hole of the inhabitants of this country are particularly difpleafing. 'l‘he knees 
are all either bent in like a taylor’s, or Hand out ftraight like a Ifick. You hardly ever 
meet with a clever well-limbed perfon. This is owing to the fcnfdefs and abfurd falhion, 
which ftill prevails here, of Twaddling cloaths. I could not but be extremely angry 
with the mothers, who dreffed up their children thus, like pieces of wood, and fufftred 
them to lay in this unnatural polfure all day long. There cannot be a doubt but this 
conftraint mull have its efied on the foul, which in the firft years is fo clofely united to 
the body. You mult not exped to meet here with any of the Germans deferibed by 
Tacitus: black and brown hair is much more common than white. The inhabitants 
of the neighbouring country of Darmlladt more nearly refemble the old inhabitants. 

An attentive obi'erver ealily difeovers by the external appearance of the inhabitants, 
what natives of Germany have had llrangers mixt amongd them, and what countries 
have been entirely occupied by foreign colonies. No doubt but that the black and 
brown hair of the inhabitants of this place is derived from the Romans, who had a 
ilation here. 


LETTER LXIV. 

Mentz. 

AFTER the Pope, there is no doubt but the Archbifliop of this place is the molt 
’Confiderable and richeft prelate in the Chriftian world. The fee is indebted for its ii:- 
-creafe of riches to St. Boniface, who may be called, with great juftice, the apoftle of 
the Germans. It was this man, an Englifliman by birth, who in the time of Charle¬ 
magne, baptifed Witikind, and the other brave Saxons, who had fo long refifted bap- 
tifm with their fwords, and fpread the empire of the vicar of Jefus Chrift as far as the 
northern and eaftern feas. He it was who introduced the Roman liturgy into Germany, 
i^d made the favage inhabitants abftain from eating horfe’s flefli. But he raifed tbc 
papal power to a higher pitch than it had been raifed in any other country in Chriften- 
dom. According to the teftimeny of Aventinus, feveral bifliops reproached Boniface 
with having diminiflied their dignity, by the new oath of homage he introduced, and 
with having introduced fuperftition and irreligion in company with the fplendid cere- 
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monies of the Rooiilh church. But whoever confiders the ftate of the Saxons at that 
time, will fee diat the enforcing the papal fupremacy was the only efHcacious means that 
could be made ufe of for nufing a laity, and a clergy if poffible ftill more barbarous 
than they (as they could liter^iy neither write nor read,) from their favage flumbers. 
Had it been only the conne^n^ together of the German ecclefiaftics, by means of the 
papal hierarchy, and the brin^g them acquiunted with other European nations; this 
alone would have been a fignal fervice done them. Be this however as it may, the vicar 
of Chrill rraaid the fervices of his apoftles with overflowing meafure. All the new- 
founded bimopricks in the north of Germany were made fubje£l to the fee of Mentz, 
which Bonihice had chofen for his refldence. 

The provinces, the mod confiderable in the whole papal dominions, all Swabia, Fran* 
conia, Bohemia, and almod ail Saxony, with a part of Switzerland, Bavaria, and the 
Upper Rhine, belong to this diocefe. Though the reformation, and revenge of the 
kings of Bohemia, have lelTened it one third, it ftill contains the archbiihoprick of Spren- 
gel and eleven biihopricks, mod of which are the mod confiderable in Germany, as 
Wurzburg, Paderbom, Hildefheim, Augiburg, &c. 

It could not £ul but that as thevicarof Jefus Chrid ezXended his jurifdi^on to temporal 
affairs, his ambafladors (for fo Boniface called himfelf, and fo the council of Trent calls 
all bifhops) fhould likewife make their fortune in the matters of this world, a thing the 
more likely to happen, as the ecclefiadics of that time were evidently fuperior to the 
laity in fcience, and alfo the greated politicians of their day. Spiritual and temporal 
affairs were indeed fo interwoven, that the mod eminent German biihop would of courfe 
be the mod powerful eledor. The fame thing happened in Briuun, Poland, and in 
other countries, in which the conditutions were all aridocratical. The landgraves of 
Hefle, the Palatines, nay even the Emperor himfelf thought it no difgrace to pay alle¬ 
giance to the Archbifliop of Mentz. When the building of the papal monarchy was 
completed by Gregory VII. tile archbifhops of Mentz became powerful enough to 
be at the head of the empire. In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, they were fo 
eminent, as to be able to make emperors without any foreign aflidance} and it was to 
one of them that the Houfe of Hapfburg was indebted for its fird elevadon. 

Since the boundaries of the two powers have been more accurately afeertsuned, and 
the temporal has fo much got the b^ter of the fpiritual, the power and influence of the 
archbiihops of this place have of courfe been much reduced; dill, however, they are 
poifefled of very important prerogatives, which they might exert with much more efli- 
cacy than they do, were it not that various circumdances have rendered them too de¬ 
pendant on the Emperors. They are dill the fpeakers in the Eledoral College, have 
the appointment of the diets under the Emperors, and may order a re-examination of 
the proce^ings of the imperial courts. Thefe high privileges are, however, too much 
dibjra to the controul of the Houf^ of Audria; nor are their ^iritual powers any longer 
what they once were. Their fudragan bifhops have taken it into their heads that all 
bifhops are alike as to power, and that the dtle of archbifhop only intitles its pofTeffbr to 
the fird place amoimd brothers who are equal; it is true indeed that now and then ap¬ 
peals are recrived mm the confidory of fome fufllragans to that of our vicar general, 
but they generally end in a further appeal to Rome; and the metropolitan dignity 
commomy lofei as much by them as it gets. 

The temporals, however, which are dill annexed to this chair, make him who fits in 
it rich amends for the diminution of his fpiritual and political fplendour. Ibough he 
does not abfoluteW poflefs the larged, yet he certainly has the riched and mod peopled 
domain of any ecclefiadical potentate in Germany. The country, it is true, does not 
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contain more than one hundred and twenty-five German miles fquare; whereas the 
archbifliopric of Saltzburg contains two hundred and forty; but then Saltzburg has 
on^ two hundred and fifty thoufand inhabitants; whereas Mentz has three hundred 
and twenty thoufand. The natural riches of the territory of Mentz, and its advantageous 
fituation, make a fubjeft of Mentz much richer than one of Saltzburg, the greateft part 
of which is only inhabited by hcrdfmen. In the territory of Mentz there are forty cities; 
in that of Saltzburg only feven. 

The tax on veffels which go down the Rhine of itfelf produces 60,000 guilders, or 
6000I. a year, which is nearly as much as all the mines of Saltzburg put together, ex¬ 
cepting only the fait mine at Halle. The tax on wine, here and in the country round, 
produces the court above 100,000 guilders, or io,oool. a year, in which fum we do not 
reckon the cuftoms of the countries which lie at a greater diftance. Upon the whole, 
the income of the prcfent archbifliop may be valued at 1,700,000 guildei-s, or 170,000!. 
At leaft I know for a certainty, that in the laft years of the late archbifliop, they brought 
in 1,800,000 guilders; and though the prefent Eleflior gave up to his fubjefts two out 
of fifteen or fixteen poll taxes, which they were bound to pay ; thel'e do not amount 
to above 100,000 guilders; and he has much improved feveral other fources of re¬ 
venue. 

If the lands of the eleflor lay all together, they would produce a fufliciency of corn 
and all the prime neceffaries of life; but as feveral parts of them lie wide afunder, the 
people are compelled to purchafe a great deal from foreigners. The capital itfelf, as 
well as the adjacent Rhinegau, depends on the Palatinate for its corn, notwithftanding 
the great abundance of that and every other fpecics of grain in its own polTelfions in the 
Wetterau. The nobleft produftion of the EleSor’s territory on the Rhine is the wine, 
which is almofl: the only true Rhenifli. Connoifleurs, indeed, allow the wines of Neir- 
ftein, Bacharach, and a very few other places out of this country to be true Rhenifh. 
But they do not give this name to the wines of the Palatinate, of Bardon, and of Al- 
fatia. 

There is a great deal of wine made in the countries which lie on the fouth and weft 
of the Rhine, at Laubenheim, Bodenheim, Budeflieim, and Bingen; but the true Rhe¬ 
nifli, that which infpires fo many who are and fo many who are not poets, conies only 
from the Rhinegau, which lies on the northern banks of the Rhine. 

A few days ago, I went with a company from this place on a party of pleafure to the 
Rhinegau, and was prefent at one of the prettied village feftivitics I have ev^r beheld. 
Our veflel had a much better appearance than the common fniacks you meet with in 
Germany, and was very like a fmall Dutch boat. As foon as we had pafled the wind¬ 
ing which the proud Rhine makes to the weftward, about three miles below Mentz,. 
we had a profped before us which is feldom beheld in any country except Switzerland. 
The Rhine grows aftonifliingly wide, and forms a kind of fea, near a mile broad, in 
which you fee feveral well wooded little iflands at your right. The Rhinegau forms 
an amphitheatre, the beauties of which are beyond all defeription. At Walluf, the very 
high lulls come nearly down to the river fide; from thence they recede again into the 
country, forming a kind of half circle, the other end of which is fifteen miles off at Ru- 
deflicim on the banks of the Rhine. The banks of the river, the hills which form the 
circles, and the flopes of the great mountain, are thick fowm with villages and hamlets. 
The white appearance of the buildings, and the fine blue flated roofs of the houfes play¬ 
ing amidft the various green of the landfcape, have an admirable effetl. In the fpace of 
every mile as you fail down the river, you meet with a village which, in any other place,, 
would pafs for a town. Many of the villages contain from three to four hundred fa¬ 
milies ;. 
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milles; and there are thirty-fix of them in a fpace of fifteen miles long, and fix milps 
broad, which is the width of this beautiful amphitheatre. The declivities of all the ^iils 
and mountains are planted thick with vineyards and fruit-trees, and the thick wooded 
tops of the hills caft a gloomy horror over the otherwife cheerful landfcapc*. Every 
now and then, a row of rugged hills runs dircdly down to the fliore, and domineer ma- 
jeftically over the lefler hills under them. On one of thefe great mountains, juft about 
the middle of the Rhinegau, you tncet with Johannu-Berg^ a village, which produces 
fome of the beft Rhenilh. Before this village is a pretty little rifing, and near the banks 
of the river there is a very fine old caftle, which gives unfpeakable majefty to the whole 
landfcape. Indeed, in every village, you meet with fome or other large building, which 
contributes very much to the decoration of the whole. 

This country is indebted for its riches to this fcmicircular hill, which protefts it from 
the cold winds of the eaft and north, at the fame time that it leaves room enough for 
the fun to excrcife his benign influences. The groves and higher flopcs of the hills make 
excellent pallures, and produce large quantities of dung, which, in a country of this fort, 
is of incftimable value. 

The bank of the Rhine, oppofite to the Rhinegau, is exceedingly barren, and heightens 
the beauty of the profpett on the other fide by the contraft it exhibits; on this fide you 
hardly meet above three or four villages, and thefe are far diftant from each other. The 
great interval between them is occupied by heaths and meadows, only here and there a 
thick bufh affords fome lhade, and a few corn-fields among the villages enliven the 
gloomy landfcape. The back ground of this counti*)' is the moft pitlurefque part of it. 
It is formed by a narrow gullet of mountains, which diminifh in perfpedive between 
Rudelheim and Bingen. Perpendicular mountains and rocks hang over the Rhine in 
this place, and feem to make it the dominion of eternal night. At a diftance, the Rhine 
feems to come out of this landfcape, through a hole underground; and it appears to run 
tedioufly, in order to enjoy its courfe through n pleafant country the longer. Amidfl; 
tlie darknefs which covers this back ground, the celebrated Moufe tower feems to fwim 
upon the river. In a word, there is not any thing in this whole traft, that does not con- 
tiibute fomething to the beauty and magnificence of the whole; or if I may be permit¬ 
ted the expreffion, to make the paradife more welcome. As you fail along the Rhine, 
between Mentz and Bingen, the banks of the river form an oval amphitheatre, which 
makes one of the richeft and moft pifturefquc lanclfcapes to be feenin Europe. 

The night was far advanced when we caipe to Geyfenhcim; before we landed, we 
had another profped not often feen ; we could difeover almoft the whole coaft of the 
Rhinegau, which appeared one continued row of cities; the lights in the feveral villages 
made them look like a great illuminated city, and the refledion on the glafly Rhine was 
extremely beautiful. 

The day after our arrival we went to Rudefheiin, where we had been invited by an 
ecclefiaftic of Mentz. We found our holt with a numerous company, fome of whom 
were proteftants. After dinner he carried us in proceflion to his great faloon,‘from 
whence we had a m'oft fuperb view of the here very wide Rhine, and the village of 
Bingen. The whole of the preparations feemed to announce a fplendid feftival, the na¬ 
ture and charader of which appeared a riddle to me. On a fudden the doors of the 
faloon were opened, and there came forth infeftive order a band of mufidans, followed 
by two pretty girls, well dreffed, who brought in a large bunch of grapes, on a table 
covered with a fine cloth. .Thefules of the table were ornamented with flowers. Thejr 
put the bunch of grapes in the middle of the faloon, on a kind of throne which was 
raifed on a table; and I now dtfeovered that our hoft was celebraiting -the feftival of thb 
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jfirft ripe bunch of grapes in his vineyard; a fuftom, it feems, moft rel^onfly obferved 
by all the rich inhabitants of this country. This feaft was the more accepndile, as it 
happened that the grapes had this year ripened uncommonly late. After the altar of 
Backus was erefled, our hod made a Ibort but excellent fpeech, fuited to the nature of 
the iSftivity} and then we danced round the grape. Never in my life, brother, have 1 
danced with fuch pleafure as 1 did here. The remembrance of thefe Joyous moments 
dill pofTedes and tranfports me. Were 1 to form a commonwealth, fedivals of this fort 
Ihould be the only ones feen in it. Can there, indeed, be a more lacred or more re- 
fpeflable holiday, than that in which we joyfully thank the Creator for the benefits he 
has bedowed upon us ? Nor was our pletdure diminifhed by this not turning out the 
only ripe bunch of grapes in the vineyard of our hod; for though on a nearer invedi> 
cation we found more, we contended for the honour of the grape round which we 
had danced and fung, with more heat than if it had been an oriental pearl of the fame 
fize. 

Rudeiheim is a rich village, which conttuns about two thoufand five hundred inha* 
bitants. The wine of this place is looked upon as without comparifon the bed of the 
Rhinegau, and confequently of all Germany. I found it much more fiery than that of 
Hochheim; but for pleafantnefs of tade there is no comparifon betwixt them. The 
bed Rudefteim, like the bed Hoebheimer, fells upon the fpot for three guilders the 
bottle. You can have no tolerable wine here for one guilder, nor any very good for 
two \ at lead I ihould prefer the word Burgundy I ever taded to any Rudeiheimer I 
met with either here or at Mentz for thefe prices. Indeed, the wine of our fpiritual 
hod was far better than any we could get at the inn. It dands to reafon, that the fame 
vint^c furniihes grapes of very different degrees of goodnefs; but befides this, it is in 
the Rhinegau as every where elfe. The bed wines are generally fent abroad by the 
poor and middling inhabitant, and the word kept for internal confumpdon; for the ex¬ 
pence of the carnage being the fame in both cafes, drangers had much rather pay a 
double price for the good than have the bad. It is only nch people, fuch as our hod 
was, who can afford to keep the produce of their land fat their own drinking. Upon 
this principle, 1 have eaten much better Swifs cheefes out of Switzerland than in it, and 
have drank much better Rheniih in the inns of the northern parts of Germany, than 
in the country where the wme grows. The pofition of the county alfo contrioutes to 
render the wme dearer than it would otherwife be. As the bed wine grows in its more 
northern parts the eafy tranfport by the $.hineto Holland, and all parts of the world, 
raifes its price above its real vidue. 

The pace where the flower of the Rudeiheim wine grows is precifely the neck of the 
land, formed by the winding of the Rhine to the north, after it has run to the wedward 
from Mentz hither. This neck, which is a rock almod perpendicular, enjoys the firft 
rays of the riling, and the lad of the fetting fun. It is divided into fmsdl low terraces, 
vmch are carrira up m the utmod top of the hill like deep ftairs; thefe are guarded by 
fmalli walls uid earthen mounds, which are often waflied away by the rain. The firic 
vine was brought hither from France, and they itill call the bed grape the Orleanois. 
They plant the vine docks very low, darce ever more than four or five feet high. This 
vray of planting the vine is frvourable to the produfiioa of a grem deal of wiile, but 
not to its goodnefs, as the phlegmatic and haim parts of it would certainly evaqrarate 
more, if toe dip was refined through higher and more numerous canals. This a un¬ 
doubtedly die reafon why every Idnd of Rhenifli has fomething m U^at is harfll, four, 
and i^ery. The harveit of the bed vineyards, which are the lower ones, in the a^ve- 
acadoned neck of land, is often bought before hand, at the advanced price of fome du> 
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cats, by Duu:h and other merchants. It mnft be a very rich ftock to yield above four 
roesiuresof wine. You may mfiiy imagine, that the cultivation of vineyards mufi be 
very expenfive in this country, as the dung, which is extremely dear, muft be carried 
up to the top of the mountains on the peafants* (boulders. 

In our return through Geyfenheim, I vidted the magnificent palace of a Count of 
Ofiein, the richcfi gcnueman in Mentz, who has laid out feveral milUons he inherited 
from his coufin, a former elector, hi life annuities in the Dutch funds. The houfe, 
which is in the modem tafte, pleated me much: but what delighted me moft, was, the 
half French and half Engliih garden. Behind Greyfenheim, the Count has (truck out 
fome alleys through a wood, in which there are alfo fome wildeinefies. The great alley 
leads through a winding walk to the top of that rock at the foot of which the bed Rude^ 
(heim wine grows. At the top of this rock the Count has built a terrace, furrounded 
by a rail, commanding one of the finefi profpeds I have ever feen. You look down 
upon the vine hills cut into terraces, and fee the Rhine, which, rolling through the 
threatening hills which block it up, here begins to be eUcompafil^ in deep night. This 
view down to the river is moil: terrific. The partly covered and partly naked rocks, 
which encompafs the river, make you think it is forcing its way through a fubterraneous 
cavern. The rock, on which you ftand, firetches itfelf to the oppofite (bore, where 
another abrupt mountain (lands like an immenfe pillar. The meetmg together of thefe 
two great mountains occafionsafall in the Rhine, the dead noife of which has a won¬ 
derful eifed in the landfcape. On the Rudeiheimer fide, and nesur the (hore you look 
direftly down upon from the teirace, there has been a paflage cut thmugh the haid rocks* 
big enough for the larged (hips to fail through; this is called the Bingenloch. The 
rock, which occafions the fall of the Rhine, juts out wonderfully above me water in the 
midd of the dream, and forms an illand partly naked and paitly covered with briars, 
on which the celebrated Moufe tower dands. If you look the Rhine, you have a 
view of the bed part of the fmiling Rhinegau, and we whole oppofite (hme. Varied and 
beautiful as this part of the profpeft is, it is dill exceeded by what you (ee on looking 
dr^ht before you from (he tenace; you have here a view into a narrow gutph, through 
whim the river Nahe, which fills its bottom, communicates with the Rhine. On the 
fore ground, whore the^ Nahe loins with the Rlune, you have, to the right, the wdl 
wooded cololTal mountain, to which the Rudelhdmer rock joins itfelf undenwRhov On 
the neck of land to the kit, you have the city of Bingen at the foot of uiother moun¬ 
tain, the tops of which are crowned by an old cafile. The guUet itfi^, wtuch fis neaf 
two milea long,» wade amd dark} only tbe'red fiate of a mountain in it has a'fihguhm , 
ef&d, when oppoied to the woods, which appear every where to the i^t» tb 



ipjleathe piflurefoue viewed the whole. At theend of the gullet a nfilf, 
ledurefijue than the bridge. Such is the fime ground t and the back ground in 
beaunful. The gtUlet, whkh, cemtains^ the Nahe, is like a glals, through 
look dotvn landfcape. The clear light, the didant 

rilkges, fofe woods, and the vine hiHs 
this black fluice is an open one, and 

mod richly ornamented ; this is a proTped; the like to which 1 had never yet feen. 

The city of Bing^, which, together with the toll on the Rhine, worth about 30,000 
guilders, belongs to the Chapter of Mentz, is extremely beauttful, and contains about 
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four thoufiind five hundred inhabitants. A great part of the corn, which is carried into 
the Rhinegau from the neighbouring Palatinate, comes through this place; which on 
the other hand fupplies the Palatinate with drugs, and various foreign commodities. 
This traffic alone would make the place very lively ; but befides this it has very fruit¬ 
ful vineyards. The hill, at the foot of which it lies, and one fide of which is made by 
the gullet, through which the Nahe runs into the Rhine, forms another fteep rock be¬ 
hind this gullet parallel to the Rhine, and the golden Rudelheimer mountain; it there¬ 
fore enjoys the fame fun as this does, which makes the Budelheimer wine that grows 
on it little inferior to the Rudelheimer. 

After 1 had enjoyed this uncommonly beautiful profpeft during a few days, I fpent a 
few more in the villages of the Rhinegau : here too I received ocular demondration 
that the cultivators of vineyards are not the happieft of men. The inhabitants of thefc 
regions are fome of them extremely rich, and lome extremely poor; the happy middle 
Hate is not for countries, the chief produfl of which is wine : for befides, that the culti¬ 
vation of the vineyard is infinitely more troublefome and expenfive than agriculture, it 
is fubjetded to revolutions, which in an inifant reduce the holder of land to the condi¬ 
tion of a day labourer. It is a great misfortune for this country, that though reftrained 
by law, the nobility are, through connivance of the F.leftor, allowed to purchafe as 
much land as they pleafe. The peafant generally begins by running in debt for his 
vineyard ; fo that if it does not turn out well, he is reduced to day-labour, and the 
rich man extends his poflbffions to the great detriment of the country. There arc feveral 
pcafants here who, having incomes of 30, 50, or 100,000 guilders a year, have laid 
afide the peafant, and afi'umed the wine merchant; but fplendid as their fituation is, 
it does not compenfatc, in the eyes of the humane man, for the fight of fo many poor 
people with which the villages fwarm. In order to render a country of this kind prof- 
perous, the (late fhould appropriate a fund to the purpofe of maintaining the peafant in 
bad years, and giving him the afliftance which his neceffities, and his want of ready 
money, may from time to time make convenient. 

The inhabitants of the Rhinegau are a handfome and uncommonly ftrong race of 
men. You fee at the very firll afped that their wine gives them merry hearts and 
found bodies. They have a great deal of natural wit, and a vivacity and jocofenefs 
which diftinguiflies them very much from their neighbours. You need only compare 
them with feme of thefc, to be convinced that the drinker of wine excels the drinker 
of beer and water, both in body and mind, and that the inhabitant of the fouth is much 
Router than he who lives in the north; for though the wine drinker may not have 
quite as much flefli as he who drinks only beer, he has better blood, and can bear much 
more work. Tacitus had already obferved this in his treatife De moribus Germanorum. 

The large and corpulent bodies of the Germans (fays he) have a great appearance, 
but are not made to laft.” At that time almoft all the Germans drank only water; but the 
mere drinking of wine has elFebled a revolution in feveral parts of Germany, which 
makes the prefent inhabitants of thefe countries very different from thofe deferibed by 
Tacitus. Black and brown hair is much commoner here than the white which made 
the Germans fo famous in old Rome. 

You will eafily imagine that the monks fare particularly well in fo rich a country. 
We made a vifit to the Prelate of Erbach. I cannot find adequate words to difeover 
the poverty of this cloifter. Thefe lordly monks, for fo in every refpeft they are, have 
«n excellent hunt, rooms magnificently furnifhed, billiard tables, hhlf a dozen beautiful 
iinging women, and a Itupenaous wine cellar, the well ranged batteries of which made 
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me fliudder. A monk, who faw my aftonifliment at the number of the calks, alTured 
me, that without the benign influence which flowed from them, it would be totally im- 
polTible for the cloifter to-fubfift in fo damp a fituation. 

I was not furprifed at the hofpitality of thefe monks, as I had met with many fcenes 
of the kind before, nor do I envy thefe wordly fathers the good lot they have met with 
on this earth ; but I am not quite fo well fatisfied with the pains which feme of them 
take to keep the people in ignorance and fuperlHtion. I was jj^rticularly dlfpleafed 
with the pilgrimage to a wood near Geyfenheim, where the capuchins work mirades in 
abundance. The very name of the place'affords room for fcandal and blafphcmy. It 
is called the Need of God. According to the legend, a fraall wooden image of the Re¬ 
deemer was, by the careleffnefs or ignorance of a farmer, ftuck in the hollow of a tree, 
where it remained for a long time, crying out. Need of God! Need of God ! till at laft 
feme peafants in the neighbourhood came and removed the caufe of the piteous cry. 
Since this time it has performed numberlefs miracles, which it is poffible help the capu¬ 
chins out of f/jc/r necellities. 


LETTER LXV. 

Mentz. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the great redudion, made by the Archbifliop of this 
place of his civil lift, it flill remains by much too immoderate and expenfive. He has 
his minifters, his counfellors of (late, and eighty or ninety privy counfellors of various 
denominations. I'he cxpence of this eftablilhment is very difproportionate to the re¬ 
venue of the (late. This is owing to the large number of poor nobility, who can only 
accept of employments of this kind. Ignorance of the true principles of government 
are the caufes of this evil. The confequences are, that a great number of perfons, who 
might be ufefully employed, live in idlenefs. 

J'lveii the military eftablifhment of the country appears to me more calculated for the 
purpofe of feeding a hungry nobility, than for real ufe. At the acceflion of the prefent 
Elector, though the whole army only confiftedof two thoufand two hundred men, there 
were fix generals. The regular eftablifhment paid for and fupported by the country is 
eight thoufand men ; but though there are only two thoufand kept up, the money ex¬ 
pended for their fupport, particularly that given to numberlefs ufelels oflicers, might 
be made ufe of more for the benefit of the country. The army of the Archbifhop 
confifts of a German guard of fifty men and twenty-five horfes, a Swifs guard, a fqua- 
dron of huffars of one hundred and thirty men, (the moft ufefui troops, as they purge 
the land of robbers and murderers,) a corps of artillery of one hundred and four men, 
three regiments of infimtry of fix hundred men each, and feme companies belonging to 
the armies of Franconia and the Upper Palatinate. 

Of the fortifications of Mentz, we may fay much the fame as of the army. Were 
they, indeed, improved and kept up as they ought to be, they would vie with Luxem¬ 
burg, and be the moft powerful of all the barriers againft France. It is triie that the 
nature of the ground does not allow of a regular plan ; but for fingle parts, I have 
feen no place of the fame capabilities, where greater advantages have been taken of the 
ground for the ereClion of the feveral works. The beauty, as well as fize of them, is* 
indeed an objed of ^rcat wonder; but though the circle of the Upper Rhine, and 
^ven the empire in general, has laid out great Turns on the building thefe fortifications, 
parts of them are not finifticd, and parts of them are ready to fall to pieces. Their extent, 
indeed, would require a great army to man. But this, as well as the maintaining and 

keep- 



254 RIE8BECK*S TRAVELS THROUGH CERMAMY. 

keeping them up, is evidently beyond the power of this court, or indeed of the whole 
circle of the Upper Rhine united. They are, therefore, aJfo to be looked upon as 
one of the things, which ferve more for magniScence than real ufe. 

Whilft the greater courts of Germany are endeavouring to fimplify their feveral 
fyltcms as much as pollible, and to introduce into their feveral adminiftrations, a ftrong 
and efficacious fpirit of ceconomy; the diifipation, pomp, and love of outfide ihew of 
the lelfer ones, is beyond all bounds, and almoil furpaffes all belief. Thefe courts very 
much refemble the expenfive puppet>ihow theatre of Prince Efterazi, which I defcribed 
to you in a former letter; the orcheftra is fine, the fcenes beautiful, and the poets and 
machinery delegable; but the aftors are only puppets, deficient in what conflitutes 
true greatnefs. Thefe petty princes want to make up for it, by fhining in little things, 
an affe£lation which would only deferve ridicule, if it were not for the oppreifion of the 
fubje£t. As things are circumftanced, it is much too ferious a matter for a friend of 
human nature to make merrv with. This reproach, however, does not fo much af- 
fed the prefent Archbifhop, who, as far as circumflances allow him, is perhaps the only 
prelate who endeavours to render his court and ftate expences more ufeful than often- 
tatious, as it does the neighbouring palatinate, through which I took a fortnight’s ram¬ 
ble. 

When I was at Munich, and faw there the ufelefs heap of court attendants, eunuchs, 
dancers, fingers, gardens, and generals, I placed a great part of them to the account of 
the lad Eledor, and imagined the prefent had been unwilling to make any alterations, 
not to render himfelf odious, which was the more to be avoided, as the acquifition of 
Bavaria had made his circumflances very good; but how furprifed was I, at my ar¬ 
rival at Manheim, to find the fame tafle for magnificence, pleafure, and idle expence. 
Would you believe, brother, that the court of Manheim, the revenue of which is not 
above 3,200,000 Rhenifh guilders, lays out 200,000 of them annually on its opera and 
mufic? Would you believe that the keeping up the Schweffingen gardens, fcarce in¬ 
ferior to thofe of Verfailies, is an annual expence of 40,000 ? and that the caftlcs of 
Manhdm and Schweffingen coil 5 o,ooo guilders a year ? that the hunt cods 80,000, 
and the dablcs 100,000 guilders? that this court has eleven regiments, with a general 
to each, which all together do not make above five thoufand five hundred men ? not- 
withdanding the boaus of the fervants of the court, who, at the time of the difpute be¬ 
tween their mader, the Counts of Leinengen, and the city of Achin, fpoke of forty 
thoufand men to be fcnt againd the Emperor, who threatened them with an execution, 
and fifteen thoufand more ready to march againd the city of Achin. 1 have already 
told you, when fpeaking of Munich, that to make the puppet theatre complete, the two 
or three fliips on the Rhine have a lord high admiral to them. 

It is true indeed that the good Eleflor is in a great meafure innocent of their exceffive 
wade. His fervants bring him in falfe edimates of his greatnefs, and flatter his weak- 
nels, in order to divide the plunder between themfelves. 

The Palatinate is Called the paradife of Germany. You will judge of its fruitfulnefs, 
when I tell you that, exclulive of a great deal of wheat fold in the territories of Mentz 
and Treves, and exported into Switzerland, it fuj^lies France every year with three 
thoufand combs of grain. A comb is a meafure of one hundred and feventy pounds. 
Bcfides com, they abound in wine and tobacco. But what gives the greateil idea of 
the profperity of the country, is a lid of the taxes, which was diewed me by a colle3:or. 
I do not believe there is a Angle article, the air only which the‘ people breathe ex- 
cepted, which is not to be found amongd them. Some contributions, fuch as thofe 
for the canal of Frankenthom, dams on the Rhine, &c. which ought naturally to have 
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ceafed, when the neceflities they were meant to ferve (if indeed fuch a ufelefs and fu- 
perfluous canal can be called a neceffity) have been turned into perpetual imports. 
The moft wonderful thing of all, however, for a politician, are the cuftoms of the Pa* 
latinate. Merely with a view of raifing thefe, the curtom-houfes have been fo in- 
creafed, that almoft every place in the high road has fome particular cuftom payable in 
it, and all the goods which pafs through it are likewife taxable. Prejudicial as this 
eftablifliraent is, even to the internal police of the country, as in confequence of it a 
village is often three times more remote from the dwelling-place of its bailiff than it 
ought to be, if nature and the good of the fubjeds were more confulted than the bene¬ 
fit of the Eleftor and his fervants; yet is every fpark of patriotifm fo<extingui(hod in 
this country, that there is no expeftation of a change for the better ever being brought 
about. In many places on the road, the only mark of the cuftom-houfe is the great 
flick, which enforces payment. The poor people, who export the commodities of the 
country, are often compelled to go three miles out of the road to pay the tax. In ihort 
the only difference betwixt the praSice of the ancient German nobility, who, even fo 
low down as the times of the Emperor Maximilian, ufed to rob the merchant on the 
road, or compel paffage-money from him j and the prefent fyftem of taxation in the 
Palatinate is, that the old nobility did that at the hazard of their heads, which the go¬ 
vernment of the Palatinate does without danger, and without confeioufnefs of doing 
wrong. 

In order to give you a ftill better idea of the ceconomy of this country, you muff: 
know that there is a monopoly eflablilhed for the fumifliing of all the wood burnt, not 
only in the city of Manheim, but for fome miles round. This is not fuch a monopoly 
as that eftablimed at Berlin, which you know rather helps the peafant to fell his wood, 
than otherwife. Here a natural fon of the Eleftor, raifed by him to the dignity of 
count, having entered into an agreement with the projeflor, procured the patent which 
has enabled him to live magnificently at the expence of the country. 

The adminirtration of this country is fuch, that it is really difgurting to me to pick out 
fpecimens of it to lay before you. Every thing that you have ever heard of the feparate 
government of priefts, miflreffes, baftards, parvenus, projeftors, eunuchs, bankrupts, 
and the like, exifts in the Palatinate at one and the fame time. I have fpoken with fe- 
veral rainifters, who made no myftery of having bought their places. Indeed there 
are more inftanccs than one of places having been put up at public auftion, in the an¬ 
tichambers of the miftreffes. One natural confequence of this is, the flagrant oppref- 
fions of the little governors or cuftom-houfe officers, who are fo many Turkilh ba- 
ffaaws; and are feared in their refpeftive diftriflis as the executioners of the vengeance of 
heaven. . I had the honour to dine with one of thefe bafhaws. The company was 
large and fplendid. He and his numerous family abounded in rings, watches, lace, 
and every appendage of the moft extravagant luxury : we had twenty-four difhes at 
dinner, and amongft the reft young peacocks. The defert was of a piece with the reft, 
and every thing in the higheft ton. Befides this, the man had a fnug ftable, magni- 
ficent carriage, and hounds, and yet his falary was not more than 2000 guilders, or 
200I. a year. How he could keep up fuch an eftablifhment on fuch a revenue, would 
be, no doubt, eafily learned from the poor peafants under him, if we could obtain their 
confidence. With the rich peafants, a bafhaw of this kind is naturally upon good terms. 

I was Ihewn a man, who, though he had been publicly banifhed from another part of the 
empire, for his infamous conduft, had, notwithflanding, by following the turnings 
and windings of this place, raifed himfelf to a place, from whence he was enabled to 
look down upon his enemies with contempt. I'here is, indeed, no part of Germany, 
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in which adventurers of all forts are fo fure to make their fortunes as they are here. 
Provided they take care to put part of the booty into the Eleftoral cheft, they are fure 
to live unmolefted. The lotto of Genoa, which, though decorated with a ftnooth and 
J'plendid name, is in faft no more than a Pharaoh table, at which the ftate endeavours to 
cheat its fubjefts, thrives in no German foil fo well as in this. It harmonized too well 
with the reft of the fyftem of finance, not to be readily and eagerly adopted. I have • 
feen lottery-office propofals publiffied with the Eleftor's privilege, and decorated with 
his arms, in which it is faid, that a lottery is the JkorieJi^ and mojl becoming way 

for a man to make his fortune. Now, every body knows, that what advantage there 
is in a game of this kind is only for the rich, and that he who buys his thirty-twos and 
fixty-fourths is fure to be undone. What muft we think then of a court, which ufes 
every trick and paltry artifice to entice its fubjefts to play a game, by which they are 
fure to lofe, and it muft gain at leaft too per cent ? It is true, indeed, that there is fuch 
a lottery in every court in Germany ; but at none are fuch mean tricks as thefe made 
ufe of to induce the fubjeSs to play. 

Thefe oppreffions, however, great as they feem, are ftill nothing in comparifon of 
what the proteftants have to fuffer from the court. According to repeated treaties, the 
eftabliffied religion of the country fliould be the reformed; but notwithftanding this, 
the Catholics have found means to grow powerful enough, not only to be at the head 
of every thing themfelves, but to pcrfecute the Proteftants in the moft infamous man¬ 
ner. For this purpofe they have received villains of every kind into their villages, to 
increafe the number of Catholics; they have difpoffeffed the Proteftants of all places and 
pofts whatever; they have treated them with every kind of indignity; nay, even in the 
courts of juftice, the moft fcandalous and infamous partialities have taken place. And 
yet, fo are human affairs conducted, amidft this outrageous tyranny, and whilft the 
emigrations to America have been fuch, that the Englilh know no other name for a 
German than that of Palatine, this court has met with authors, both in and out of the 
country, to extol the wifdom of its councils: nay, would you think it! although half 
the fubjefts of the country are driven out of it, and the reft fo oppreffed that they hardly 
know how to live in it, there is a college for teaching the feveral branches of political 
oeconomy fubfifting at Lautern, and projedors innumerable are fent to Frankenthal to 
eftablilh manufadures! 

That, notwithftanding the repeated and multifarious vexations they are expofed to, 
the farmers of this country are ftill enabled to hold up their heads, is, no doubt, owing 
to the frequent emigrations. Thefe keep the price of land low, and enable the half 
who remain (for above half are driven out) to fubfift with a tolerable degree of com¬ 
fort. 

Notwithftanding all the reputation which the manufadures of the Palatinate have 
gained, there is more flicw than fubftance about them. All thofe of Frankenthal put 
together arc not equal to fingle ones which might be named jn Auftria, in Switzerland, 
at Berlin, and in feveral other countries. Excepting only the china manufadory, there 
is not a fingle one which employs a hundred men, or has a capital of 100,000 guilders. 
But here they call a place where three men and a few boys are making wafers, a wafer 
mar.ufaflory. In this fonfe, every taylor and flioemaker’s (hop may pals for a manu¬ 
fadory. And yet they do not know how to prepare the produce of the country for 
’the internal confumption of it. The tobacco which grows in the Palatinate is carried 
into Holland to be made, and brought back again for confumption. Another proof of 
the wifdom of this govei iiment is, the difficulties it places in the way of the exports of 
its own lubjeds. The city of Mentz, I have told you, fubfifts entirely by bread made 
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in the Palatinate. Would you think that the court of Manheim, which, like all the 
other petty courts of Germany, is ever ready to quarrel with its neighbours, notwith- 
ftanding every treaty and feeming appearance of amity between them, watued to force 
the inhabitants of Mentz to come and buy their food in the Palatinate ? Before this, the 
fanners carried it to the city market; but the court of Manheim eftablilhed weekly mar¬ 
kets at Oppenheim, and other places near the frontiers of Mentz. No doubt, it would 
■have been an advantage to the Palatines, had llrangers brought the money to their mar¬ 
kets, and the Eleflor might have fet his own prices on his commodity, provided that 
Mentz and the Rhinegau had been fo entirely dependant upon him as not to have the 
poffibility of a fupply by any other means ; but as foon as the people of Mentz faw 
■themfelves compelled to pay more than they did before, they opened an immediate trade 
with the rich corn countries of the Wetterau, about Ufingen and Friedberg; the confe- 
quence of which was, that the Palatines became the dupes of the caprices of their maf- 
ters, and were compelled to carry their commodity into France and Switzerland, with 
far more trouble and far lefs profit. As, however, none of the projefts of this court 
have any confifliency, the markets of Mentz have, within thefe few years paft, been vi- 
fited again. Thecuftoms are no fmall hindrance to exportation. 

Manheim is a very regularly built pretty little city, containing about twenty-five thou- 
fand inhabitants, of which, fince the court refides at Munich, it has loft about two thou- 
fand. The Manheimers very much want the Eledor to refide with them, and leave 
Bavaria, which is at leaft fifty times as large as the Palatinate, to be governed by a de¬ 
puty. They cannot yet underftand what it is their prince fees in Munich to give it the 
preference. Indeed they are fo confeious of the beauty of their own city, that they 
laugh in the face of any one who tells them there are finer places in the world than 
Manheim ; which, after all, it is doing too much honour to, to call it a miniature of 
Turin or Berlin, and other towns. Indeed, if you except the dull regularity of it, Mu¬ 
nich is a much finer city than Manheim, which has nothing worth feeing in it but the 
caftle, and church of the Jefuits. Every thing elfe that is called fine here is fo little and 
artificial, as to infpire a knowing eye only with difguft. But the Manheimers are alto¬ 
gether the proudeft people on earth. They have fo great an idea of the power and 
riches of their country, as not to fcruple to rank their prince with the greateft monarchs 
in the world. They aflure you, with very ferious faces, that if they had not been the 
friends of peace, and averfe to the Ihedding of human blood, it would have been eafy 
for them to have taken poffeffion of Bavaria by force, notwithftanding all the preten- 
fions of the houfe of Auftria. Thefe ridiculous airs, no doubt, have arifen from their 
being furrounded by lefler ftates, and their Eleftor being the firft of the fmaller princes; 
but dieir univerfal motto in every thing is, “ Much buftle for little bufmefs.’* The love 
of pleafure, too, is fo univerfal here, that a taylor’s wife looks upon it as difgraceful to 
be faithful to her hufband. This dillipation) and the love of drefs, has a very ftriking 
afpedb, when contrafted with the deep poverty that obtains throughout. The women 
of this place are remarkably handfome, agreeable, and pleafing. 

The government of the Palatinate is one of the moft arbitrary in Germany. There 
are no ftates, and the privileges of the communities are the jell of the court. But here, 
more than in any other place in the world, you may be convinced that the moft defpo- 
tic prince in the world is the moft limited. The Eledor depends on bis loweft fervants, 
and is the dupeof all who furround him. Every fubordinate minifter is a defpot in the fame 
manner, as ftur as the fphere of his power extends; fo that when a fovereign has not 
fpirit enough to look into the details of government, or at leaft to rebuke his'miniften, 
he is fure to find there is a confpiracy againft him and the country, whilft there is no- 
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body left to tell him the truth, or fay a word for the good caufe. It is impoffible for 
the Elcdor to lay the firft ftonc of a building, without being cheated in the raoft fcanda- 
lous manner. 


LETTER LXVI. 

Cologne. 

IF God vouchfafes me life, brother, I will once more fail from Mentz hither; for 
never in my life had I a pleafanter voyage. The fail on the Danube is fine, but that on 
the Rhine far furpaffes it; and indeed I know nothing to compare with this laft, but the 
fail on the lakes of Geneva or Zurich. My company was agreeable, and the velfel a 
fir different kind of a thing from the miferable rafters on the Danube; it had a malt 
and fails, the deck had rails round it, and there were windows and other furniture in 
the cabin. 

After having loft fight of the magnificent and laughing Rhinegau, we were carried 
through a narrow valley, entirely occupied by the Rhine, which opens under Bingen. 
The contrail was extremely ftriking. The hills, which hang perpendicularly over the 
Rhine, are fometimes covered with various greens, fometimes with naked ftones, and 
now and then with blue or white flates: their appearance, their flope, the different and 
various culture which you fee every now and then upon them, together with the wind¬ 
ings of the Rhine, change the profpeft almoft every moment. Notwithftanding the 
difadvantageous fituation of it, the banks of this vale are much more peopled, and much 
better cultivated, than any part of the Danube whatever. You have a village almoft 
every three miles, and every hill is crowned with a caftle, formerly the habitation of 
fome German kqight. The moft pidurcfque fancy can point nothing more romantic, 
than the fituation of thefe cities and villages. We had a Scotchman with us, who had 
come over-land from the Eaft Indies. The man was like a madman. He found fome- 
thing like Scotland in every place we admired ; but on my allcing him what there was in 
his own country like the vineyards which we law, he fwore that, as to thefe, their uni¬ 
formity and dull regularity made them an unpleafing fight; and obliged him to refrcllt 
his eyes with a fight of the impending hills. I anfwered him only by bringing him a 
glafs of red Afmannftiaufer wine, which he found very drinkable. 

The fineft fpots in this romantic country are thofe about Bacharach and Kaub (which 
lie diredly oppolite each other on different fides of the river), and thofe about St. Goar 
and Coblentz. The fituation of Bacharach is like the place itfelf, dark and treniendoully 
beautiful. The hill, at the front of which the little town lies, hangs directly perpendi¬ 
cularly over it, and is in part covered with vineyards, which produce one of the belt 
Rhenifti wines. The fituation of Kaub is more open and more gay, and from the cir- 
cumftance of the houfes being painted of a light white upon a deep green, contrafts vdry 
pleafingly with the wonderful black of Bacharach. In the midft of the Rhine, betwixt 
the two cities, on a rock which hardly rifes above the furface of the water. Hands a high, 
thick, folid tower, called the Palatine. This, which, as well as the two towns, belongs to 
the Elector, is generally looked upon by the common people as the original feat of the 
family. You can conceive nothing more fingular or ftriking in a landfcape than the 
fituation of this tower, when viewed from a certain diftance. 

• The country about St. Goar is quite of a different kind. On the banks of the Rhine, 
on the right, and on one of the perpendicular hills, which are diftinguiflied by their ma. 
jcftic appearance, there ftands an old caftle which they ftill keep up. The left ihore, 
on which the city ftands, is ftill more perpendicular, but it is cultivated with fingular in- 
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dullry. The vines are planted as at Rudeflieitn, on a number of fmall afcendant ter¬ 
races, which rife to a great height. The fpace betwixt the rock and the flreain is fo 
narrow, that the inhabitants are foraetitnes compelled to build in the rock itfelf. Ju(t 
above the city there rifes majellically a fort called Rheinfels, which gave its name to a 
branch of the houfe of Heffe Cafl'el; but fince the death of the pofleffor, has fallen, with 
the country belonging to it, to the head of that houfe. The town itfelf is very lively, and 
far the bell betwixt Bingen and Coblentz. The inhabitants appear to be a very aftive 
race of men. A little above the city, the fhort windings of the conftrained Rhine form 
a whirlpool, known by the name of St. Goar’s bank. Though no renutrl:ably bzd acci¬ 
dents ever happen here, we were witnelTes to one, which Ihews that it has not its name 
for nothing, as the whirlpool on the Danube has. A large veffel from Cologne hap¬ 
pened to be going down the river with us. It had taken on board an old experienced 
pilot, who, in the dangerous places, Rood very deep in the river. The horles pulled 
very Arong: on a fudden, the pilot was fo entirely borne down by the Aream, that the 
veffel lay in a minute on the other bank of the river, though this was a hundred and fifty 
paces diAant from the place it was going down. By great good luck there was a wherry 
betwixt it and the rock on which it Aruck, which prevented it from receiving great 
damage. It was, however, obliged to be hoven off. 

About a mile above Coblentz, feveral old caAles and little towns, fituated at the top 
and bottom of thefe woods and hills, form very plcafmg views. At length you behold 
the little town of LahnAein, at the back of which there is a rough, tall mountain. Near 
the town, a gullet, through which the river Lahn runs into the Rhine, forms a very 
pleafing perfpeflive. The valley is Aill fo narrow as to be wholly occupied by the Rhine. 
As you approach towards Coblentz, it begins to widen to the left. At a diAance you 
fee a magnificent convent of Carthufians; on a great hill, Araight before you, the city; 
and to the right, the Aeep rock crowned by the fort of EhrenbreitAein. At the foot of 
the hill is the majeAic caAle inhabited by the prince, and feveral magnificent buildings. 
The whole has an effed: not to be deferibed. 

Coblentz is a very pretty, though fomewhat dead town, which contains about twelve 
thoufand inhabitants. The prefent maAer, a Saxon prince, and brother-in-law to the 
Emperor, continues true to the old fyAem. He is exemplarily good, and I believe that 
it is his goodnefs, much more than any political views, which makes him fo attached 
to the papal fyAem of church government. In a voyage he lately made to AugA)urg, 
he carried his veneration for the Pope fo far, as to throw himfelf on his knees before 
him in the public church. There alfo exiAs a letter of his to his brother-in-law, in 
which he reproaches him, in very fevere terms, for his intended projed of reform. 
Thefe remonAranccs were nat, however, well received: the Emperor looked upon the 
holy father in a very different light from the good archbifliop. The latter, however, 
is upon the whole an excellent prince; nor does his piety, as that of princes fometimes 
does, degenerate into indolence and weaknefs. 

This ccclefiaAic owes his advancement entirely to the Emperor. He was firA recom¬ 
mended by him to the Chapter of Luttich, who refufed the recommendation with great 
harfhnefs. The Chapters of Mentz,Wurtzburgh, and Luttich, are the only ones in Ger¬ 
many who endeavour to preferve their freedom of eledion. Upon the refufal of Lut¬ 
tich, the Emperor tried Treves, who made lefs difficulty. As Eledor, he has at leaft 
500,000, and as biffiop of AugA)urg near 200,000 guilders. Befides this, he is co¬ 
adjutor of Ellwangcn, where, in time, he may exped at leaA 8000 guilders more. 
Three fuch pieces of preferment would almoA make nie tiunk with Bellarmine; Only 

make 
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make me Pope(faid a Roman patrician to one who wanted to convert him), and I wiU 
t)e a Chriftian !*’ 

The country betwixt Coblentz and Cologne is very fine and very well peopled. There 
is a beautiful town near the latter. Newvied is quite new, regularly built, and full of in- 
^uftry. . The inhabitants enjoy not only a perfefl: freedom of religion, but an exemp¬ 
tion from taxes, very feldom to be met with in Germany. The place is more particu¬ 
larly diftinguilhed as the refidenc;p of a colony of Moravians. Juft over againlt it, on 
the oppofite bank of the Rhine, lies the old town of Andernach, which, though not fo 
handfome as Newvied, is extremely full of life. Bonn, the refidence of the Eleftor of 
Gologne, is the largeft and handfomeft town betwixt Coblentz and Cologne. It con¬ 
tains twelve thoufand inhabitants. Till you come within two or three miles of Cologne, 
tlie banks of the Rhine have ftill hills, only the chains of hills are foftcr than betwixt 
Coblentz and Mentz, and they are now and then broken by fmall plains; but here the 
hills terminate to the right with fevenlarge pyramids, called the feven hills. Thefefbrm 
a fine amphitheatre, and on one of them there is an old caftle. FromTience to the Ger¬ 
man ocean there are no more remarkable hills. Here likewife end the dominions of the 
German Bacchus. 

The whole ftrip of land from here to Mentz, is one of the richeft and beft peopled 
in all Germany. In this courfe of eighteen German miles, they reckon twenty cities, 
which lie on the banks of the Rhine, and were moll of them known to the Romans. 
There ftill remain figns enough to prove, that thefe were feme of the firft countries 
broke up. Neither moraffes nor heaths interrupt the agriculture, which is carried on 
with great induftry, from the banks of the river to a great diftance up the country. 
Whilft many caftles and cities, built in other parts of Germany, in the times of Charle¬ 
magne and his fucceltors, particularly under Henry the Firft, have been dellroyed, thofe 
which were built in this country not only remain, but feveral frelh ones have been added 
to them. 

It is certainly true, that the natural fruitfulncfs of the country, and the facility of 
exportation by the Rhine, contributes in a great degree to this; but it is alfo owing to 
the nature of the government. In the three ecclefiaftical ele£lorates, they know nothing 
of the heavy taxes under which the fubjeQs of the temporal princes fo heavily groan. 
They have railed the cuftoms very little. No.fpecies of flavery is known here. There 
is no need of heavy taxes to portion out princeffes. They have no overgrown armies, 
nor do they fell the fons of their farmers to foreign powers, nor have they taken any 
part in the civil or foreign difturbances of Germany. From all this it follows, that 
though they do not encourage arts and manufadtures fo much as they might do, agri¬ 
culture has been carried to a height araongft them, which it has not reached in any 
other part of Germany. So true it is, that nature will do of hcrfelf all that laws and 
a£ls of parliament can produce, as foonas you remove the impediments that Hand in the 
way. 

The foreft of fliips in the port, and the numerous church fteeples, give Cologne a 
very magnificent appearance at a diftance; but it all vanilhes as foon as you fet foot 
within the gates. The ftreets and the inhabitants are-alike dark and ugly. I had fcarce 
made my entry, when I met with an event, which rave me no very high idea of the po- 
lice of the place. On my landing from the veffel, they fent a foldier with me to the 
inn, to fearch my baggage; but we were hardly alone, when he told me how old he 
was, what a trouble it would be for him to go to the inn, and in ftiort offered to let me go 
where 1 pleafed, provided I would give him a few ftivers. This I eafily complied with ; 
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I had hardly got rid of him, when a troop of beggars aflailed me, and followed me 
quite to the inn. Here I met with another fpecimen of the manners. The hoftefs 
was bargaining with a dirty monk to fay mafs for her. He afked 14. ftivers, and flie 
would give him only 12. At length, when they had ftruck their bargain, and the 
prieft was gone his way, there came another, who had overheard all that had paffed, and 
offered the hoftefs, if ftie would be off, to fay mafs for ten ftivers. By the next poll: 
you (hall hear more from this city, which has an extraordinary appearance through¬ 
out. 


LETTER LWir. 

Cologne. 

COLOGNE, brother, is in every refpeft the uglieft town in all Germany; there is 
not a fingle buii(|ing worth feeing within its walls, which are nine miles in circumfe¬ 
rence : moll of the houfes are falling to the ground ; a great part of them (land quite 
empty ; and as to the population, I cannot give you a belter idea of it, than by af- 
fiiring you, upon my honour, that my landlord, an officer of the city, with whom I have 
taken up my abode for two months, pays only 50 guilders a year for a very handfome, 
large houfe, with a court, ftables, and a large garden, in one of the beft ftreets in the 
city. R jund the wads, which cnclofe the whole domain of the ftate, there are fomc 
hundred farm houfes, which produce all the greens, together with as much butter, 
cheefe, and milk, as is ufed in the city. In many ftreets there is dung laying before the 
houfes on each fide. Many are fo empty, that you may walk in them for an hour, 
without feeing a fingle human creature. The great fquare or place, however, would, 
from its fize and beautiful rows of lime trees in it, be one of the moft magnificent in 
the world, if it was not darkened by the half-fallen buildings about it. 

A third part of the inhabitants are privileged beggars, who form here a regular cor¬ 
poration : this is no fatire, as you may think it, but the fober truth they fit upon rows 
of (fools placed in every church, and take precedence according to their feniority: 
when the eldeft dies his next neighbour takes his place. The old people, who belong 
to the* fraternity, confidera place upon thefe ftools as a provifion for a fon, or marriage 
portion for a daughter. Many of them have ftools belonging to them in feveral 
churches, which they vifit alternately, on the days of the moft brilliant feftivals, and 
divide amongft their heirs when they die. On the few days of the year on which there 
are no feftivals they difperfe about the city, and moleft the paffengers, with an info- 
lence and rudenefs not to be conceived. 

Another third of the inhabitants are ecclefiaftics. There are thirty-nine nunneries 
in this place, above twenty convents for men, and more than twelve hofpitals j befxdes 
thefe, the place is crowded with a motley race of men, which are called Abbes; but 
thefe are not as they are with us, the powdered fmirking ecclefiaftical beaux, who 
make parties with the ladies, and attend at their levees ; but rough dirty clowns, be- 
fmeared all over with tobacco, who play for pence with the peafants in public ale- 
hoiifes ; or, after living faiil mafs in the morning, run of errands, clean flioes, or are 
porters for the reft of the day. I have never feen the church in fo contemptible a 
ftate as it is here. There are feveral ecclefiaftics who do not themfolves know what 
thev are. 1 am acquainted with a canon who makes 2000 guilders a year of his ftaU ; 
but has affured me himfelf that he has never laid mafs, nor feen his church, for a 
twelvemonth. I met another of them in a coffee houfe, keptby a young woman, whom 
he loved, but who was likewife courted by a merchant’s clerk. The rivals having en¬ 
gaged 
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gaged In a game of billiards, from words proceeded to blows, until the prebend was 
laid fairly under the table. When we had with fome difficulty made peace, the clerk 
went his way, and now there followed another extraordinary feene. The canon had a 
pretty young man with him, whom he had lodged and boarded for fome time. He 
took it fo ill that this toad-eater had not taken his part, that after reproaching him with 
the favours he had conferred on Him, he renounced his friendfhip before us all. The 
part of our abbes is played here by thefe regular canons, the Antonites, and the priefls 
•of the order of Malta. You fee them about the ladies in all the great houfos. As to 
the nuns, there are four of them big with child at prefent, and fix are immured, for 
not having underftood the art of not being with child, lit the firll: days of my abode 
here, the fon of a gentleman, to whom 1 was recommended, took me witii him to a nun¬ 
nery to vifit his fifler. We found her with another friend in the fick room, where 
they arc allowed to receive vifits. In the firft quarter of an hour of the vifit, I dif- 
covered that my friend was not come to fee his fifter, and that her friend’s diforder was 
not very dangerous. I found the fifter agreeable enough, not to be tired with her, 
whilft the brother was entertained by the friend. The next week the fifter was ill, 
and the friend attended her to the hofpital; fhe gratefully returned the favour the 
week after, and I foon found that, let me ftay here as long as I pleafed, we fliouhl 
have vifits to make every week, till the whole circle of difcales had been gone through 
by the nuns. 

The want of proper government is the caufe of the illimited freedom, which is enjoyed 
by the ecclefiaftics of this place. They live in the greateft anarchy; for though they 
are properly fubjeft to the controul of the Archbilhop of Cologne, the magillracy of 
the place is jealous of the Archbiflhop^s power, and will fufifer none of his orders relating 
to difeipline to be canied into execution. Thus between the contention of the two 
powers, poor difeipline ^oes to the ground. 

The laft third of the inhabitants confifts of fome patrician families, and of the mer¬ 
chants and mechanics, on whom the other two parts live. Upon the whole, Cologne is 
at lead a century behind the reft of Germany, Bavaria itfelf not excepted. Bigotry, 
ill-manners, clownlflmefs, flothfulnefs, are vifible every where; and the fpeech, drefs, 
furniture of the houfes, every thing in ftiort is fo different from what is fecn in the reft of 
Germany, that you- conceive yourfelf in the middle of a colony of ftrangers. I do not 
mean to fay there are no exceptions, for I have been in fome houfes, the mafters of 
which are diftinguifhed for their tafte and elegant manner of living; but the exceptions 
are indeed very few. 

It is owing to the government of the country that this city is fo far behind the other 
dates of Germany. Together with the hatred of innovation common to all republics, 
and ufual impatience and weaknefs of the magiftrate, the abfurd corporation fy ftem pre¬ 
vails here with more force than in any other of the free imperial cities. I will only give 
you one inftance, b;^ which you will fee how impoftible it is for this town ever to go on 
improving as the reft of Germany has done. A few years fince there fettled here 
a baker from the Palatinate, who, from the circumftance of the other bakers baking 
fuch bread as only an inhabitant of Cologne could eat, foon droveifethriving trade. Jea- 
loufy of his good fortune foon brought his brethren of the company to his houfe, and 
they pulled down his oven. The affair was carried into a court of juftice. On the 
day it was to be determined, not only the company of bakers, but the other compa¬ 
nies of barbers, taylors, Ihoemakers, &c. aflembled round the couTt-houfe, and fwore 
th^y would put an end to the magiftrates and magiftracy together, if, by their licentious 
decree, they allowed any man to bake better bread than the other gentlemen of the 

corps. 



Ri2SBSCK*3 Travels through germahy. 2^3 

corps. The magiftracy knew its men, who on a former occafion hat! huftled fome of 
them in the church-yard ; and admoniihed by the precedent, they made this fpirited 
decree—“IThat whereas the audacious baker had taken upon him to bake bread, 
Juch as the reft of the corporation did not bake, he ihould build up his oven again at hfs 
own expence, and, for the future, be cautious only to bake fuch bread as the town had 
been wont to feed upon.” 

'1 he obftinacy with which the feveral corporations of the place defend their privileges, 
the rudenefs of the common people, which fome love to decorate with the name of li¬ 
berty, and the immoderate and unreftrained licentioufnefs which obtains uuiverfally, 
render Cologne very deferving of the name of Little London, by which fome of its in¬ 
habitants love to diftinguifli it. Like the ^reat London, it is remarkable for the pride 
of the common people, and the infolence with which they treat ftrangers. Having be¬ 
haved rather impertinently to their neighbours, the Eleftor of Cologne, and the Elec¬ 
tor Palatine, an attempt was made to reform them in the moft effe£l:ual way, by cut¬ 
ting off their provifions. The magiftracy immediately difpatched meffengers to the Em¬ 
peror, to acquaint him that they were upon the point of being ftarved to death i and in 
the mean time the burghers rubbed up their old fwords, and affembling in crowds in 
the alehoufes, and other public places of the city, denounced death and vengeance on 
the Eleftor. The Emperor, out of pity, had the interdid taken off j and ever fmee, 
the populace have exclaimed,—** We have brought the Eleftor to reafon : he was ap¬ 
prized of our intended march, and hasafted very wifely in not allowing matters to come 
to extremities!” Precifely in the ftyle of the canaille of London. 

A governing burgomafter of Cologne (there are fix of them, two of which govern 
every year) holds nearly the fame ftate as the Lord Mayor of London. He wears a 
Roman toga, half black, half purple, a large Spanifh hat, Spanifh breeches, waiftcoat, 
&c. He has alfo his liftors, who carry the fafees before him, when he appears in his 
public charafter. In the laft war, one of our re^ments defired to march through the 
city ; but it was oppofed, on pretence that the ICing of Pruffia was their liege lord, in 
his capacity of Duke of Cleves, and Count of the Mark; and they told the Colonel, 
who defired to have the gate opened to him, that they were determined to obferve a 
ftrift neutrality. It was in vain for him to remonftrate that he was condufting auxili¬ 
ary troops to the fervice of the Emperor, their fovereign lord. The gates were kept 
Ihut, and nothing lefs than the pleafure of having their houfes burned about their ears 
would content the mob of the place. However, when the cannon was planted, and 
ready to fire, the council thought better of it, and, to the great mortification of the po¬ 
pulace, determined to permit the paffage. The Commandant, as foon as he had got in, 
immediately made the belt of his way to the hall, to remonftrate with the Mayor, whom 
he found, in all the infignia of majefty, on his throne, encompaffed with his liftors* 
As thefe, however, did not prevent a few remarks from being made, the Magiftrate 
immediately drew up, and ordering the liftors to raife the fafees, aiked the Colonel, 
** Whether be had a proper conception of the dignity of a Roman Burgomafter ? Or 
whether he knew that he reprefented the majefty of the Roman Caefars, and had only 
opened the door to him out of good will ?” The officer, who had drawn up his troop^ 
with their bayonets fixed and firelocks primed, in the grand fquare, and was in full pof- 
feffion of the city, could not abftain from laughing ; b^ut as he already had the door in 
his hand, the only anfwer he made was, ** You are not quite right in your head!” 

The want of all police, a want which in this town conftitutes the effence of liberty, 
brings hither from the Upper Rhine, Weftphalia, the Imperial Netherlands, France, 
and Holland, vaft numbers of people who choofe to live incognito.. There are very 

VOL. VI. N N good 



AIESBECK’b travels through GERMANY. 


274 

good focleties to be met with, made up of the better fort of thefe adventurers, numerous 
Frudian and Imperial officers, the canons belonging to the foundations of the place, 
fome patricians, and Proteftant merchants. The brifk navigation, particularly of the 
Dutch, for which this is the ftaple, which they dare not pafs by, the low price of ail 
the necefiariesof life, the neighbourhood of Bonn, the total abfence of the infupportable 
court airs and infolence of the noblelTe, which you meet with almoft in every other city, 
the wholefomenefs of the air, and the cheerfulnefs of the inhabitants of the neighbour¬ 
ing electorate and duchy of Berg, renders this a very agreeable abode to thofe who 
wifli to mix fomewhat of the country with the city life, notwithflanding the difagree- 
able manners of the majority. This ferves the philofophical obferver for matter of 
perpetual remarks, which he cannot make fo eafily any where elfe. Indeed all the 
characters of middling life are here more ftrongly marked than in any other place I 
have ever been in. 

Thefe morofe and heavy people are equally diftinguilhed from the reft of Europe for 
their religious as well as for their political fuperftitions. 

The republican pride gives a colouring to every thing done here, which cannot but 
highly intereft a friend of humani^, were it only to make him laugh : which, you know 
was the ufe which Democritus 01 Abdera made of his fellow-citizens, to the no fmall 
advantage of his lungs. 

The fuperftition of this little London furpaftes every thing of the kind you can 
imagine. They are not contented here with ftngle faints, but muft have whole armies 
of them. A few days fince I paid a vifit to the church of St. Urfula, where ftie lays 
with her eleven thoofand virgins. The walls and floor of the church are filled with 
coffins and bones. Though, as this holy princefs lived in the time of the heptarchy, it 
will be ibmewhat difficult to conceive how ftie could get together eleven thouland virgins 
in her father’s dominions; a man who fliould attempt here to fubtraCt a Angle one from 
the number, would run a very great chance of being knocked on the head. Wonder¬ 
ful as this ftory is in itfelf, other wonders are brought in confirmation of it. Amongft 
the reft, there is a monument which has a fmall coffin enclofed in it, and on which the 
following words are written ;—“ A natural child was buried in this church witli the 
. virgins; but, innocent as he was, they would not I'ufier him to mix his bones with 
theirs, but drove him out again, and there was a neceflity of burying him above 
ground.” If you are not thoroughly verfed in the hiftory of thefe ladies, you will be, 
perhaps, glad to hear that authors do not quite agree in their accounts of them. The 
Italian legendaries, a jealous race of curs, where foreign miracles are concerned, think 
there is a zero too much in the infeription; others, that the Princefs had a maid of 
honour called Undecimilla, who by fome blundering monks was changed into eleven 
thoufand. Here alfo lies interred in a church which bears his name. Saint Gereon, 
(not Geryon,) with twelve hundred or twelve thoufand (for they do not ftand for a cy¬ 
pher here in reckoning up faints)of his foldiers. One of the three Hermans, who are the 
fubjefls of a wretched pt^ular novel, alfo work wonders upon wonders here- Almoft 
every one of the two hundred churches of this place has fome male or female faint be¬ 
longing to it, on which the monks and beggars live. What delighted me moft in this 
way, were two wooden horfes painted white, which are looking out of a window in an 
old building of the new Iquare. The hiftory of this monument was given mein the 
following terms: “ A wealthy young woman was formerly buried from this houfe, 
with very rich ornaments, which the grave-digger having obferved, he came in the night 
10 rob the corpfe ; hardly had the coffin been opened, when the woman flood up, 
and feizing the lantern, which the afhjmfhed grave-digger dropped in his fright, walL 
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fd direflly home with it; flie knocked at the door; the maid came to the window, and 
aflced who was there. Your miftrefs, anfwcred the other. The girl immediately ran 
with the meffage to her mafter, who not being perhaps pleafed to hear that his wife was 
come back again, cried out, * It is as impoffible for it to be my wife, as for the two 
horfes to come out of the ftables, run up into the garrets, and look out of the window.* 
No fooner faid than done; the two nags immediately trotted up ftairs, and have remain¬ 
ed at the window to this day.’* The poor man had no remedy but to take back his wife, 
who lived feven years with him after that, and wove a great quantity of linen, which, 
together with a fet of paintings, exhibiting the whole Itory, is ftill to be feen in the 
neighbouring church. Unfortunately for the ftory, it is told with precifely the fame 
circumftances in two other parts of Germany; only the Colognefe, who are in every 
thing diftinguiflied from the reft of the fons of men, have added the vifible and perpe¬ 
tual monument of the two horfes; but this city is very rich in fables of this kind. 

It is not here as in the other dark parts of Germany, where fmall tales only ferve for 
the amufement of the idle; no, no, the Colognefe are in downright ferious eameft; 
they confider their country as the fpecial habitation of faints, and the earth itfelf as holy, 
and are equally ready to become martyrs for the truth of the propofttions, or to make 
martyrs of any who doubt them. 

Their bilious humour leads them to defend the whole with a degree of heat that al- 
moft turns their heads: whereas, in the other parts of Germany, there is fomething ro¬ 
mantic in all the (lories of the faints, which correfponds with the jovial turn of the peo¬ 
ple ; fo eveiy thing of the fort told here is melancholy, cruel, or nonfenfical, like the 
relators. 

The priefts of the place, efpecially the monks, carry no better ftories than thefe with 
them into their pulpits ; nay, fome of my friends have afTured me, that the whole mo¬ 
rality of the confefibrs refts upon them: thus, if a young man comes to confefs an af¬ 
fair of gallantry, he is immediately told, “ that the devil having caught a young man 
and a young woman in bed together, wrung off the neck of the one, and plunged the 
other into a lake nine times hotter than burning pitch.” Of all the fermons I heard here, 
the certain medium by which to judge of the morals of a people, there was only one, by 
a Carmelite, that was not flat nonfenfe. 

A necellary confcquence of all this is, that the manners are more corrupted here than 
in any other place under the fun. The churches themfelves are made places of ren¬ 
dezvous, where every kind of licentioufnefs is in part agreed upon, and in part carried 
into efte£b. 

The evening fervices of the monks are like the evening walks in the fuburbs of Vienna, 
and every alehoufe round the place teems with adultery and fornication. If you hap¬ 
pen to go into them on a holiday, you will commonly find the vifitors in fuch a ftateof 
druukennefs, as exaftly reminds you of the old Germans and Scythians. 

LETTER LXVIII. 

C hpt:» 

HERETOFORE Cologne counted thirty thoufand men bearing arms, and in the 
twelfth century it ftood a fiege againft the whole empire united. Her commerce was fo 
flourilhing, that (he was at the head of the Hans cities of the third order. Intieed, 
when we confider the many circumftances fevourable to it, fuch as the fituation on one 
of the moft navigable rivers in the world, the (hores of which are covered wit i inhabi¬ 
tants ; the ftaple, the republican form of government, the admirable roads which con. 
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neCt it with all Germany, and various other circumftances; the greateft wonder of all 
the wonders of this wonderful city is, how it can poflibly have contrived to fall fo low; 
at prefent it does not contain more than twenty-five thou&nd foulsl; Their manufactures 
are low. Save a fmgle one of tobacco, a few infigniBcant laces, and the pins which are 
made by the wives and daughters of the poor people, all fpirit of induftry is effectually 
fuppreffed by monkery, and the diffolution of manners infeparable from it. Thofc who 
pafs for merchants are only brokers and commiflioncrs for thofe of Franefort, Nuren- 
burg,, Augfburgh, Strafburgh, Switzerland, and other countries. Excepting a few 
fmall bankers, there are hardly above ten or twelve houfes, that have any thing like a 
folid commerce; the objeCt of thefe are drugs, from the fale of which a great deal of 
money is annually brought into Germany ; wine, wrought and unwrought iron from 
the mines of Naflau, which are the mofl famous for the production of this metal, after 
thofe of Styria and Carinthia; wood from the Upper Rhine, the Maine, and theNecker, 
and a few other lefs important articles. The greater part, too, of thefe very few mer¬ 
chants is made up of French and Italians, who far fui*pafs the natives in underftanding, 
induftry, and frugality, and make up their fortunes on this-ncver-failing capital. The 
moft folid commerce of all is in the hands of fome dozens of proteftants, who can nei¬ 
ther obtain the privileges of citizens, nor yet the liberty to ferve God in their own way; 
they go to church at Muhlheim, a pretty town in the Palatinate, at fix miles diftancc. 
Beudes the manufactures they are engaged in here, they have concerns in feveral others 
in the PruiSan territory, and in the Palatinate. 

When a ftranger objeCts to the people of Cologne, their intolerance towards the moft 
ufeful part of the inhabitants of their city; when he compares the ftupidity, barbarity, 
debau^ery* and poverty of the citizens of the place, with the knowledge, induftry, fru¬ 
gality, and riches of the foreigners, they are not at all affeCfed with the juftice of thefe 
remarks, but turn them to their own advantage in the following manner: Thefe he¬ 
retics,” lay they, “ are loft fouls; their hearts are wrapt up in worldly poffeflions, which 
Cod vouchfafes them in order to render their damnation the greater. God has evidently 
reprobated the rich in his holy writ, and their riches are the faggots which in another 
world will be piled up to burn them!” With opinions like thefe, which the monks hold 
forth from every pulpit, it is not to be wondered at, if the third part of the inhabitants 
of the city are beggars. 

The numerous Ihips which are always to be found in the ports of this city, exhibit 
the moft difgraceful inftance of the manners of the people. There is hardly a river in 
Europe which is navigated fo high from its fource as the Rhine is in this place; the 
quay, which is above a mile long, is almoft always filled with Ihips; but the goods on 
board, which, according to the laws of the ftaple, fhould be loaded only on Ihips be¬ 
longing to Cologne or Mentz, almoft all belong to foreign merchants; of thefe the 
Dutch Blips are moft confiderable; they are diftinguilhed by the kind of magnificence 
and cleanlinefs peculiar to this people .• they are at leaft one-third longer than our com¬ 
mon merchant Ihips of two mafts, and carry from one hundred and fifty to one hundred 
and eighty tons; they are drawn by horfes, and can alfo occafionally ufe their fails at 
the fame time; nor, in proportion to their freight, do they want above half the number 
of horfes which are ufed in the navigation of the Dant^ from the Ulm. to Vienna.. 
The proprietors of thefe (for a river) immenfe vefiels commonly live on board, even 
when they are at Amfterdam or Rotterdam; to which laft city, unfavourable as thdr 
veftels are for a fea navigation, on account of their length, find! height and breadth, 
they often fail through the Texel when the wind is favourable. As long as they lie in 
this port, they treat tibeii; friends with aU kinds of foreign wines, and a varied of re- 
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freihments, after the Dutch manner. I have had many a jolly party in fuch veffels, 
V'here we have danced down the night. The Ihips of this place, and thofe from Mentz, 
which take goods in here for the Upper Rhine, are much fmaller than the Dutch ones. 
Many of thefe, however, are large enough to load one hundred and twenty tons, or as 
much as a common two-maft fliip. All thefe fliips are built of oak, and according to 
the principles of (hips which go to fea, only with this difference, that their length is 
greater m proportion to their depth or breadth. 

Nothing difplays the conftitution of the German eiufwre in a better light, than the 
navigation of the Rhine. Every prince, fo far as his domain on the banks reaches, 
confiders the Ihips that go by as the veffels of foreigners, and loads them, without dif- 
tmftion, with almofl intolerable taxes. They do not in the leafl: confider, whether the 
commodities which pafs by are the produce of Germany or other countries, and whe¬ 
ther the empire will gain or lofe by them. On the contrary, fome of the articles ex¬ 
ported from Germany, fuch as wine, wood, &c. have greater taxes laid upon them, in 
proportion to their intrinfic value, than any foreign ware. Flourilhing as the banks of 
the Rhine now are, they would be ftill much richer if they belonged only to one mafter, 
and were governed according to the principles of a found policy; as things now are, 
the exports of the country are vifibly cramped by the numerous cuftom-houfe duties, 
fo as to make it almoll incredible how navigation can be fo great as it is. 

In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, as Germany was approaching near to the 
anarchy in which it in fad ftill continues, the princes of the Rhine, particularly the ec- 
clefiaftical ones, either by force or flattery, compelled the Emperor to give them fo 
many cuftoms as to make every city a cuftom-houfe: originally all the cuftoms belonged 
to the Emperors; but their want of men, money, and other fervices compelled them to 
part with moft of them to purchafe friends. Whilft the anarchy lafted, every one took 
by force what was not given him by free will; and at the peace, they found means to 
preferve themfelves in the poffellion of what they had ftole. The Emperor Albert had 
the idea of endeavouring to recover them, but he was not fufBciently powerful for the 
undertaking. 

In the fmall diftrid between Mentz and Coblentz, which, with the windings of the 
river, hardly mk.ke twenty-feven miles, you don’t pay lefs than nine tolls. Between 
Holland and Coblentz there are at leaft fixteen. Every one of thefe feldom produces 
lefe than 25,000, and commonly 30,000 guilders a year. In this eftimate I do not 
comprehend a number of articles which pay toll in fpecie, and make a part of the pay. 
of the toll-gatherers. An old Englifti writer has qualified thefe tolls of the German 
princes, which evidently contribute to the ruin of their country, with the name of an 
incomprehenfible fury. It is, indeed, a very different method of proceeding from that 
of a government, which, inftead of putting clogs on the exports of the commodities of 
the country', gives premiums for thent. It likewife often happens, that the temporary 
revenge of the neighbouring princes, occafioned thefe unpatriotic tributes to be carried 
much higher than the fettled eftimate. When the Eledor Palatine made it difficult for 
the city of Mentz to export the com of his country, the Archbifltop endeavoured to re¬ 
venge himfelf by raifing the toll of the grape of the Palatinate, the tobacco, and the 
other produdions.. On the other hand the Eledor Palatine had reprifals made by his 
toll on the Lower Rhine, and revenged himfelf on the Mentz wines whfeh were carried 
to Holland. Every fpecies of chicanery, which hoftile powers can ufe towards ea?h 
other, was made ufe of on this occaflon. The town of Treves poffeffes the ftaple privi¬ 
lege on the Mofelle; there have been inftances of this ftaple being moved from one 
place to another, in the fame principality, in order to hurt theftaples of Mentz and Co- 
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logne. The Eleftor of Treves took it into his head to move his ftaple from Treves to 
Cobientz, where it was far more profitable to hirafelf, but infinitely prejudicial to the 
navigation on the Rhine, and the exports from Holland. Fortunately the ftrohg op- 
pofition he met with from the court of Vienna did not allow him m carry his projeft 
into execution. The eternal difputes between thefe princes has'occafiom^d feveral con- 
greffes, in which our court has been forced to take a part, on account of ‘lliatia, which 
fuffers infinitely by them. Every thing, however, that was agreed upon, only ferved 
for a new bone of contcnti( 3 n; and they mud be fuffered to cuff each other, till fome 
ftronger power arife and cuff them all to pioct s. A great revolution awaits thefe coun¬ 
tries, when the Archduke Maximilian is come to the government of Cologne, and 
Munftcr ; a revolution by which, happen what may, it is hardly poffible that the coun¬ 
try (houid lofe. 

The prefent government of the archbiflioprick of Cologne, and the bilhoprick of 
Munfter, is without a doubt, the mod adive, and inoft enlightened of all the ecclefiaf- 
tical governments of Germany. The miniflry of the court of Bonn is excellently com- 
pofed ; and the bifhoprick of Munder, befuies the efled which their influence has on if, 
is happy in the patriotifm of the feveral members who compofe the affeinblics of its dates. 
The ecclefiadics of bo^h the countries are a mod driking contrad to thofe of the city of 
Cologne, for their great learning, and good manners. The cabinet of Bonn is fmgu- 
larly happy in the edabliflimeni of d miriari' S of education, the improvement of agricul¬ 
ture, and indudry, and the extirpation of every Ipccies of monkery. '1 he elodforate of 
Cologne is worth about 1,000,000 of R!ie: i(h guilders a year, or about ifro,oCo 
pounds, and that of Munderabout i,joo,ooo guilders. With thefe two great prin¬ 
cipalities, the Archduke will alfo have the bifhoprick of Padirborne, worth about 
600,000 guilders, or 6,000 pounds a year. Some perfons are of opinion that even this 
will not be thought fufficient, but that the Emperor has lb managed his matters, with 
the chapter of Liege, that, forgetful of its ancient jealoufies, it will likewife choofe 
the Archduke for its archbifliop, on the death of its prelent incumbent. 1 his bifhop- 
rick brings in at lead 1,200,oco guilders, the greated part of which, however, like that 
of Munder, goes into the died of the dates, the lock and keys of which, the Prince’.s 
fingers arc not fuffered to touch. The Prince with his income as mailer of the Teutonic 
order, which amounts to at Ic.nf 400,000 guilders, will have a revenue of 4,400,000 
guilders, which will make him the moll powerful ecclefiadical Prince in Germany. The 
fenfe of this made the Pruffian court, whofe dominions in Wedphalia will be in great 
jeopardy by this arrangement, make drong remondrances at Bonn, and Munder againd 
the nomination of a coadjutor, but they were without eflfed. No doubt, but this ele¬ 
vation of a Prince of the Houfe of Audria will be of fatal confequence to the balance of 
power of the empire. A branch of fuch a houfe, propped as it will be with all the 
power ot the Low Countries, and fituated amidd a number of fmall principalities, partly 
occupied by the creatures of this houfe, would not only be very formidable to the greated 
part of the empire, but alfo, under peculiar circumdances to Holland itfelf. It would 
be able, efpeciaily if fupported by fome fubfidics from Vienna, to keep on foot an army 
of 20,000 mjen, to which if the imperial troops in the Netherlands were to be joined, 
there would be army of near 60,000 ready to fpread terror and defolation far and near. 
In former times a bifhop of Munder alone had it in hjs power to make Holland tremble. 
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LETTER LXIX. 

Amjlcrdam. 

I HAD intended to go from Cologne to Holland by the Rhine, and promiled myl'elf 
great pleafure from the journey, but the King of Prulfia forbad the fport; he fulFers no¬ 
body to go by water through the territory of Clevcs, in order not to hurt his pods by 
land, which are formed. You are obliged to take the polls on the frontiers, or at lealt 
to pay certain taxes, if you have a carriage of your own. “ 'I his,” faid 1 to lome failors 
of Rotterdam who told me of it, “ this,” faid I, “ is againft the law of nature, againlt 
the law of nations, againlt the law of hofpitality, and againll all the law's in the world.” 
“ We have known that,” anfwered they, “ long ago.” 

As being prevented from going by water, I determined to fee as much of the country 
as was poflible by land, and for this purpofe partly on horleback, partly on foot, and 
partly in the carriages of the country, I wandered over the feveral parts or Wedphalia 
belonging to the King of Prullia and the elecltrr Palatine, entirely indiiierenc where the 
viiit fhall carry me, and following only the diredion of my nofe. 

'I'he reward however was well worth the trouble I took for it, for the degree of cul¬ 
tivation and riches far exceeded all ideas I had formed of them, and quite altonifhed me. 
All the cities and villages abounded in tradefpeople.. Muhlheim, Llbcrfeld, Solingen, 
Sorll, Ham, Duilburg, Meurs, Wcfel, Cleve, and forae other cities have capital inanu- 
fadlures in them. They make a great number of linens and woollens, fupply almoll all 
the country of the Upper Rhine, Suabia, and Franconia, with white threads: they have 
befides manufadures of handkerchiefs, fiiks, and cottons; they prepare Itcel and iroa 
at Solingen, better than in any other part of Europe, England alone excepted. Their 
commerce extends all over the Netherlands, part of Franconia, and the whole empire. 

This w onderful induftry, united to the natural fertility of the country, renders this 
one of the richell, and moll remarkable parts of Germany ; a gentle adminilli ation,. 
and a fecuritv againft defpotifm, derived from the dates of the country,, contribute not a 
little to the happinefs which obtains. The inhabitants are cheerful, hofpiuble, and well 
mannered ; they may be quoted as a new inltance to be added to the nuntberlefs ones 
1 have already given, of the little influence which religion, has over the civil condition of 
men, when not attended with other local circumftanees. 'J'hough the protcflants in this 
circle are far from being fo enlightened,, or fo tolerant, as thofe of their perfuafions in 
other countries, and though they are much more addicted to feiifual enjoyments than 
their brethren of other places, they are, notwithftanding, the mod indudrious people,, 
and the bed fubjeds that can be found j nor does the bigotry of the catholics hurt the 
manufadure and agriculture of the country, their education only dirediiig it to fuchob- 
jeds, as have no connedion with manners, or civil fociety. Every thing therefore in 
my opinion depends upon the habits amidd the which men grow up. When once in- 
dudry is habitual to a people, the mod abjed fuperditions will have no induence on 
their temporal felicity ; the prieds themfelves will render their fertnons conformable to 
the manners of the country, nor will the monkifh theorids themfelves be able to overturn, 
them.. There are as many legends in this country., as in Cologne, nor are the people 
lefs fond of procelfions and pilgrimages, and yet they are infinitely more induilrious, 
more frugal, and more wealthy than at Cologne. It is neither therefore the fault of the ^ 
religion, or fuperdition, but of the government alone, that the people of Cologne are 
fo debauched, and that the prieds of the place openly recommend, debauchery, as a loofe 
education has made their religion prejudicai to them. The corporation fyuem, which 
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more adivity and devernefs would have made a bleffing to the country, is become the 
curfe of it. In a word, police, government, and executive juftice are fubjed under a 
weak adminiflration to the fame abufes as government, nor is it the religion itfclf, but 
the abufes of it, which make it ever prejudicial to the ftate. 

The upper part of Weftphalia, which lies at a greater diftance from the Rhine, is not 
fo well cultivated, and by nature much Isfs produdive, than the country I am now 
Jpeaking of: it is occupied by many heaths, and moraffes, which for the moft part pro¬ 
duce only turf, and in the better places dyers w’ood. Some parts of the country, fuch 
as part of the dutchy of Mindcn, and marquifate of Tecklcnburg, are remarkably well 
peopled, but this is corapenfated by the ftriking depopulation of fome others j many 
parts for inftance, of the bifhopricks of Munfter, Olhaburg, and Paderborn, the mar- 
* quifate of Beithlein, and fome domains in the eledorate of Hanover. With all this, 
this part of Weftphalia is the proper country of hemp and flax, which are fome of the 
richeft produds of this country. The greateft part of the hemp and flax, which is ma- 
nufadured in the parts of Weftphalia about the Rhine, Holland, the Auftrian Nether¬ 
lands, and the French Netherlands, comes from this part of the country. Befides this, 
there is a great part exported raw to England, Spain, Portugal,.and America. Though 
thefe produdions are found in great plenty in the other parts of Germany, particularly 
in the eledorate of Hanover, the circle of Lower Saxony, Heffe, Waldeck, and Fulde, 

1 queftion much, whether all the flax and hemp of the other parts of Germany, taken 
together, are equivalent to the quantity found here. According to the eftimate of an 
intelligent friend of mine who lives at Munfter, the annual exports of raw and fpun 
flax and hemp, out of the Angle circle of Weftphalia, amount to 5,000,000 of Rheniih 
guilders. I do not take into this account, the numerous manufadories of thefe materials, 
which are confumed in the parts of the circle of Weftphalia, about the Rhine. All the 
flax and hemp, raw and worked, exported out of all Weftphalia, taken together, muft 
at leaft be eftimated at 7,000,000 of guilders, or 700,000 pounds.—Thefmeft flax and 
hemp grows in the territory of Bielefed and Kerooft. It .Imoft refembles filk. 

When you go out of Weftphalia, and enter the territory of Holland, it appears to you 
as going out of a pig-fty into a fine garden. The country round Nimeguen efpecially 
is a ftriking contraft to what you fee in Weftphalia. 1 fliall fay nothing to you of the 
magnificence, fyrametry, and cleanlinefs of the Dutch cities, nor of the numerous and 
expenfive canals, the fides of which are for the moft part planted with fine rows of 
trees, nor of the numerous gardens. There are deferiptions of all thefe things in abun¬ 
dance. This magnificence, however, and regularity is tirefome in the end. I at leaft 
cannot ftand the tedious uniformity of this country and its inhabitants. All the cities, 
villages, roads, and canals, are fo fimilar, that they appear copies of the felf-fame indi¬ 
vidual piflure. The country indeed is only made to take a walk through; and, with¬ 
out bufinefs, no man of tafte will ftay in it long. With refped to real value alfo, it is 
only a frpgged out beggar parading about in a rich gown which he has ftolen. The 
Palatinatu, which is not more than one-fifth of Holland, is of infinitely more natural 
value. 

The inhabitants, likewife, taken in general, are only well drefled beggars; their 
riches do not belong to them, for they enjoy them not; they are only the guardians of 
their money. When you are invited to dinner by a man of middling rank, the magni¬ 
ficence of the diflies, the cleanlinefs of the room you dine in, and the expenfiveneis of the 
furniture, make you exped a princely meal; but when diflies ai;e fet on, you find no 
more, nor lefs, than you would have at the table of a good Weftphalia peafant. All the 
merchants pafs the whole week in their counting-houies, where they gorge themfelves 



RIESBECK’s travels THROtroa oermanv. 


281 

with tea. They are fo intent upon their bufinefs, and fo entirely taken up with their 
fpeculations, that you may purti their guts out alraofl; without difturbing them. On 
Saturdays they go to their expenfive gardens, where they ipend the whole of the Sun¬ 
day, and enjoy thenifelves juu as they do in their counting-houfes. 1 had occafion to 
vifit one of them in his garden; he was taken up all the afternoon, in gathering fallad 
for his fupper. Another Ihut himfelf up, and fpent the whole Sunday in killing flies in 
liis fimimer-houfe. Thcfe, and fmoking tobacco, are their common amufements in 
their hours of recreation. When they are in company, they fit as if they were pinned 
to their chairs, gape at each other, and every quarter of an hour converfe on the news of 
the day, which, of all the news publiflied in Europe, is the moft piteous. This is the 
quintefleace oi political noafenfe; and their ecclefiafticks, who, to the (haine of the refor¬ 
mation, arc greater monks than the German capuchins, will give you the quinteflTence 
of the fpiritiial. Were it not for the ftrangers, efpecially the officers, and fome of the 
nobility who have been polifhed by their voyages, there would not be a tolerable fociety 
to be met with throughout all Holland. 

Thc'ir government, and police, is as extraordinary as the country and every thing 
bears a lint of the iticonverfible melancholy and niggardly humour of the natives. 
It is received as a common opinion here, that no dilh of fifh, which you know is the 
moft ordinary produce of the country, is brought to table, which has not been paid for 
once to the feller, and fix times to the ftate. The fpirit of the inhabitants, which re¬ 
volts at every idea of facrifice to the public good, compels the magiftrate to lay thefe 
heavy iinpofts upon the firft neceflaries of life. It is thefe heavy charges, as well as the 
artonifliing tranquillity of the inhabitants, which are the caufes of the miferable living of 
this country. 1 will only give you one fpecimen of their- police, which is extraordinary 
enough. A ftranger, who knows nothing of laws, and the cuftoms of the country, 
happens to fend his fervant to a wine-merchant to buy a bottle of wine; the merchant 
gives it the man, without telling him a word of his danger; the fervant carries the bot¬ 
tle liomc in his open hand; he is met by a conftable, and afked where he bought it, 
which the other tells without difficulty ; but no fooner has he done fo, than he is ar- 
refted, and, in due procefs of time, tried, and banilhed the country. Thus the poor 
fervant alone fuflers, and neither the mafter who fent him, ner the merchant who fold 
the wine in retail, which, according to law, ought only to have been done by thofe wh» 
keep taverns, are at all puniflied. 


LETTER LXX. 

Amjierdam, 

THIS, dear brother, according to the generally received opinion, frogs-ftolen coun¬ 
try is originally nothing more than fand, brought down by the Rhine from Switzerland, 
and the upper parts of Germany ; and fea mud, which the north and weft winds hav(^ 
caufed the waves to bring up. I'here is in no part of it any folid earth; and as early 
as on the borders of the duchy of Clevcs, you find the moft evident marks of this coun¬ 
try’s having been formed like the Egyptian Delta, with this difference only, that the 
Nile yields a moft fruitful foil; whereas the Rhine carries nothing with it but a hard' 
fand. Parts of Brabant and Flanders have been formed in like manner-by the Scheld, 
the Maefe, and fome other rivers: there are notorious proofs of this. At a great dif- 
tance from the coaft, in Flanders, you find under the good earth, dry fand, ^d under 
this again, large layers of good earth, as if the rivers and fea had by turns depofited 
their fands and their mud. The whole coaft of Germany is of the fame kind, as far as 
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the Elbe; throughout all this diilrifl; there is no folid ground j and as to the rocks and 
hills, nobody thinks of them. 

The fea forms boundaries to herfelf, which fhc never pafles, but in cafes of extreme 
necelfity. Her playful waves have made the downs which reach from Calais to the 
Tcxcl, and which proted the land, which is in fome cafe lower than the horizontal fur- 
face of the fea, from her devaftations *, but, when a north or north-weft wind turns her 
from her natural good humour, into a fit of anger, Ihe overthrows in an inftant, what, 
with the help of the neighbouring rivers, flie has been building for many centuries. 

Even in the time of the Romans, the Y, which reaches from Amfterdam to the 
Texel, was ftill folid land, watered to the eaft by the Yffcl, and to the weft, as fome 
imagine, by the Rhine. In fome tempeft, the fea demolilhed the downs, which extend 
from the northern coaft of Friezeland, to the country of the Texel; the rivers, in the 
mean time, having extended their mouths in the fand, which was their works, there 
came at length an extraordinary flood, which raifed the rivers, and united with them to 
deftroy the whole country. Since that time, but particularly fince the independance of 
the country, it has been the conftant care to re-unite thefe fmall ftrips of land, which 
the flood left behind it, with the folid land. Thefe ftrips are commonly only fand banks, 
fome of which have been fenced with dykes, and joined to North Holland; others are 
embanking every day, as every ftrip of land, let it be ever fo barren, is of infinite value 
to the inhabitants. A fimilar procefs has taken place betwixt Groningen and Eaft 
Friezeland, by the mouth of the Eras. The great bay of Dollar was originally formed 
by a powerful flood, fince which, a great part of the fea fwamp has been dammed in, 
and wonderfully cultivated. But as faft as they recover land on one fide, the lea re¬ 
venges itfelf by fpreading on the other. The fea of Haerlem grows wider every day, 
and threatens to break the dykes betwixt Leyden and Haerlem, and make a perfect 
ifland of North Holland. In the laft century the fea demoliflied a great part of the 
ifland in which Dordrecht is fituated, and ^ty thoufand men perifhed by this acci¬ 
dent. 

Dreadful as the fea is to the main land of the Republic, fhe is ftill a more formi¬ 
dable enemy to the iflands which cbnftitute the province of Zeeland ; but what flie 
executes on the continent by violent ftorms, (he undertakes here by craft and cunning : 
moft of thefe iflands are lower than the furface trf the fea; the inhabitants have in con- 
fequence attempted to fecure themfelves by very espenfive dykes ; thefe dykes confift 
of large trees, which are joined together with large needles to prevent the kakorlak. 

The fea is perpetually undermining them, and walking the earth away from them by- 
degrees ; in many places they are already quite naked. This compels the inhabitants 
to build other walls behind their dams, which, expecting the fame fate, mull in time 
leave the whole at the mercy of their enemy. 

Nor are the inhabitants of the middle of the country in a better fituation. The ter¬ 
ritories about Nimeguen and Arnhcim, the moft beautiful and" moft fruitful in all Hol¬ 
land, will in time be fubdued by the Rhine. As it depofits immenfe fand banks in the 
middle of the country, in time it will be reftrained by them in its courfe, and compelled 
to open itfelf new ways. In many diftrifts about Betuve, the fand is already fo high, 
that at every fwell the*river is driven with a terrible hurricane to the oppofite Ihore; 
this will happen till it has finally broke itfelf a new bed, and covered with its waters all 
that is now ploughed land, or the fite of villages and hamlets .—Nunc Rhenus ejl ubi 
Troja fmt -—The many canals which have been made to receive part of the waters of 
thefe rivers, are by no means fufficient to break their force. Their fand, particularly 
that of the Maefe, accumulates at their mouths and ftops them up; nor does the di- 
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vifion of the wateft ferve for any other purpofe, than to compel them the more, in pro- 
cefs of time, to overflow the middle of the country, for want of having fufficient ftrength 
to maintain their old mouths. 

Thefe canals, and the abundant diggings of turf, entirely divefl: this country, which 
is the fport of the Rhine, the Maefe, and the fea, of all fecurity. In the direfl: line 
betwixt Rotterdam and Amflerdam, there is dyke upon dyke; all thefe hollows have 
been occafioned by the digging of the turf} mod of tnem are fo deep, that it is impof* 
fible to da-aw the waters of them into the canals, which are on a level with the furface 
of the fea. What a ruin will take place, if once the waters of the neighbouring rivers 
break in upon them, or endeavour to open a way through them! In fhort, no Dutch* 
man can promife his children a durable habitation, fave only the inhabitants of Guelder* 
land, which is nothing but fund, and thofeof Over-Yffel and Drenthe, countries which 
are almod nothing but morafles and heaths, and throughout the habitations of colds, ca¬ 
tarrhs, and fevers. 

Turn we our eyes from the phyfical fituation of the country to its prefent political 
one, which is much worfe. 

Many fuperficial writers of the hiftory of Holland have obferved, that the republic was 
too young, and its conllitution not fuificiently firm and folid; but this opinion has been 
controverted by a whole herd of Dutch writers, who have brought the brilliant parts of 
their hiftory to Ihew, how little their conftitution had flood in the way of their united 
exertions. The event, however, has contradifled all the nonfenfe hitherto written on 
the fubjeft. The brilliant aflions performed by the anceftors of thefe men, were, in 
part, the effefl of a patriotic enthufiafm, which neither is, nor, by the nature of things, 
can be, of long duration in a republic entirely commerdal, and partly arofe from tlie 
benevolent and perfonal influence of a demi-god of the houfe of Naflau. Their opera¬ 
tions were never the refult of a folid conftitution, which keeps bodies in a regular de¬ 
gree of heat, and makes them aft with uniformity and alacrity. Even in the courfe of 
the war, in which the republic figured amongft the firft powers of Europe, it frequently 
experienced, that the difierent members of the body were not well compafted and con- 
nefted together. 

The enthufiafm of the inhabitants, the preflure of circumftances, and the aftonifhing 
aftivity of fome princes of Holland, could do wonders, and raife the republic above it- 
felf, fo long as the other powers of Europe were not entirely formed, and did not know 
the whole of their ftrength j but fince thefe times, the latter have taken uncommonly 
large ftrides, and the republic has gone back, as it muft continue to do, for want of a 
fufficient degree of internal ftrength. In thofe wars, in which the force of the repub¬ 
lic ffione fo bright at fea, there was no naval power of Europe which poflefled above 
thirty fliips of the line; the greateft force the Englilh could oppofc, confilled of twenty, 
and in the moft bloody engagements betwixt the two nations, there were hardly ever 
more than twelve or fixteen on a fide; the fleets were, for the moft part, made up of 
frigates, and other lefler craft. 

Thefe times are now long gone by; Great Britain has a hundred and four Ihips of 
the line, befides frigates. If by exorbitant taxes, the republic could even build a for¬ 
midable navy, it would be impoffible for it ever to man them. According to the lifts 
of the admiralty, there are to be fixty Ihips of the line, with a proportionable number of 
frigates, ready for the fervice of the enfuing year; but at this very moment, that they 
have but fixteen iHips, there is a cry for failors in every corner. The pay, it is true, has 
been doubled, and projefts have been given in to make ufe of part of the land troops in 
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the fea fsrvice; go, however, where you will, you meet with nothing but failors, who 
exprefs their abhorrence'and deteftation of the fervice. 

Far from its being able to ftiineas a firft-rate power, it will be neceffary for the repufr* 
lie to exert every nerve, if it means to hold rank even amongft the fecond order of naval 
powers in Europe. In order to da this, the inhabitants muft become patriotic enough 
to contribute largely, even in time of peace, to the neceffities of the ftate, which is as 
poor as they are rich. The India Company, whofe adminiftration is ftill more miferable 
than that of the EngHlh, and which, incredible as it is, is loaded with debt by the rob*- 
bery of its fervants, and the intereftednefs of the proprietor, mull be entirely fuppreffedj 
and its poffeflions governed by the republic; the land troops, a miferable jeft upon 
armies, and of which the Swife and Dutch alone deferve the name of foldiers, muft be 
entirely difbanded, and their immenfe pay employed in the fervice of the navy. When 
all this is done, poffibly the ftate may be in a fituation to keep up a conftant navy of fifty 
or fixty (hips of the line; but in the prefent ftate of things, even if the fifty or fixty 
fhips th!\t are promifed could be got ready, the beft thing that c(-iild be done with them, 
would be to fell them directly to the neighbouring power of Europe, which would give 
moft; the republic itfelf has neither ftrength enough to keep them manned and in a 
ftate of fervice for a courfe of years, nor good will and power enough to preferve them 
at the end of the war; they muft of courfe rot again in a ftiort time. As the republic has 
made conquefts abroad, the defence of which, in the prefent times, far furpafles her 
power, Ihehasthe good will and jealoufy of her neighbours to thank for ftill continuing 
in poffeffion of them. 

But fmallas the refources of the republic appear to be, when confldered with regard ta 
the prefent political fyftem of Europe, the conftitution of the country does not allow her 
to make ail the ufe of them they might be put to* Not only abroad, but in Holland it¬ 
felf, the republic paffes for a confederacy of feven, or, taking in the country of Drenthe, 
of eight fovercigns. Nothing can be falfer than this eftimate; there are a greater num¬ 
ber of independent ftates in Holland than in Switaerland, or the whole German empire; 
and whatever appearances may fpeak the contrary, the bond of union is much ftronger 
in thefe laft countries than it is in Holland. Every city, every country of this republic 
is a free ftate; the members of every province fliouhl indeed be only the reprefentatives 
of the ftates of a country, as they formerly were; but they are in fa<ft become true 
ftates, according to their titles. The States General are no reprefentatives of feven or 
eight fovereigns, but only the refults of the deliberations of many ftates, which are 
united by a fpecial bond, and call themfelves a province. The cities of Amftcrdam, 
Rotterdam, Leyden, and many others, have, during this war, not only very frequently 
forgot the provincial judicature, which, with the other ftatesof the province, they have 
erefted as a kind of congrefs, but have behaved as if they were in every refpeft inde¬ 
pendent ; I fay, as a kina of congrefsy for that they, are no faperior tribunal, but only 
the members of a congrefs, who, in particular cafes, poffefs thd higheft autliority, is evi¬ 
dent from fcveral affairs having been removed from this judicature to the particular 
ones of each city. All the tribunals of Holland muft be looked upon as congreffes of 
different foverei^s, who can difunite at pleafure. Even the council of war, pre-emi> 
nent and important as it is, is of the fame kind. The diftrifils of Oftergo, Weftergo, 
the Seven Woods in Frielkmd, &c. although only pr^erly bailiwicks, are at this inftant 
occupied in feparating entirely from the provincial aftembly, and ereding their own tri¬ 
bunals, en dernier reforty among themfelves. In feveral reprefentations which they 
have made to the Stadtholder in their own names, and without the participation or ad¬ 
vice 
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vice of the other flares of the country they directly call themfelves fovoreigns. The af- 
foniblies of the States General themfelves are nolliuig lefs than a body reprefenting one 
independent fovereign. The members of it, though conflantly together, are no more, 
than ambaffadors for the moment, who' niuft inform their refpeftive provinces of 
every event that falls out, and direcl their deliberations by the wifdom of the multitude 
in thefe. 

linmenfe as the anarchy appears in the contexture of the wholbi it is flill greater in 
each fingle-ftate and did riel. There the collifion of oppofite interefls,. the variety of 
I’pirits and humours, and the clownifti ftupidiiy of the common burghers, allow the de* 
magogucs to malce their advantage of every thing that falls out. Each particular go¬ 
vernment is the theatre of ever-contending faflions, the heads of which have no thought 
whatever but of their own private interefl. 'J'his war has furnilhed innumerable in- 
fiances of protection afl'orded by fadlion to the greatefl criminals. Here, in Amflcrdam, 
there are four or five houfes, who can do exadly what they pleafewhilfl; the public is 
deluded by falfe newsi^ venaf journaiifts, and every fpecies of political deception. lu 
proportion as the one city gets more from England, or the other more from France, 
they become entirely French or Englifli, without any attention whatever to the well- 
being of the whole. The interefl of thole cities which I’ubfiit by navigation is altogether 
different from that of thof’e on the main land, which depend only on agriculture.and in- 
duflry. As the nobility look entirely to the Stadtholder for advancement,.for the fame 
reafbn the burghers are conflantly united againft him, and fo the war betwixt them is 
cndlefs. The confeioufnefs of the difadvantages which the fbte mull fufier from thefe 
controverfies, in cafes where concord and adivity are neceflary,, are thereafons why the 
Dutch have never been able to do without the ^adtholderfhip, as they have frequently 
wilhed to do; but though they have got it, the evil genius of the republic has always 
contrived to render it of no ufe in thofe very cafes where it was calculated to do the 
mofl good. As in time of war the fpirits of men are moft heated, and people are apt 
to fee things in the falfe lights in which their own paflions or the glofs of fadion repre- 
fentthem-;' it has alwaj^s-happened, that the time pitched upon to curb the power-of the 
Stadtholder, has been that in which alone the extenfion of the didatorial power might' 
have been of fervice to the cotmtry ; the confcquence is, that the republic bears all the 
burthen, without enjoying any of the .conveniences of the office. It is abfoliitely ridi¬ 
culous to hear and to read all the reproaches which are made to the Stadtliolderate,. 
entirely arifing from fooliflr fufpicions, or the falfe reports of intcrefted demagogues. 
"Were the people cool enough to fee things in the right point of view, there are feveral 
phyfical and moral confiderations fully, fufficient to make them eafy, exclufive of the 
perfonal qualities of the prefent Stadtholder.. At one time he is-reproached with his le- 
cret underltanding with the court of St. James’s; at another, they.fuppofe that he wants- 
the abfolute dominion over his tountry. It is certain, that the Prince wilhes to be 
upon good terms with England j but he is not therefore a traitor to the country from? 
which he derives the greatefl part of his Cupport: his wifties in this refped were fuch < 
as the bed intereils of the republic didated, and his objed wasto pul it in a fituation to ^ 
preferve the neutrality j but the people were deaf to all his reprelentations,. and he has- 
been compelled to expiate the fins of others; the confeqnences of which he would, had 
it been poffible, have prevented. Long before the breach, he reprefented to the States 
General the uigenp neceffity there was for them to increafe their forces by.fea and lan’d;. 
but his remonurances were vain, and the only.effied produced by them;has been, that' 
now ill-difpofed perfons revenge themfelves on him and the Duke of Brunfwick, who 
has done the ungrateful republicTpecial fervice, for the gdod advice they gave. They 
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are the martyrs of truth—and by what means can the prince poffefs himfelf of the go¬ 
vernment of the republic? With twenty-eight ilioufand of the wretchedeft foldiers in 
the world* who, if you except the nine thoufand Swifs and Germans, are not equal to 
the taking of Amfterdani. And fuppofing him to get all Holland, what would he be 
the better for it when he had done ? France, England, and even the Dutch Eaft-lndia 
company, would take care to prevent him from poirdling himfelf of any part of the fo¬ 
reign dominions. The rich, too, would leave a land in which there was no longer any 
liberty, according to their notions of it, and betake themfelves to England or America; 
the arts and induftry would of courfofoon follow, and the prince would not have enough 
left to defend himfelf againft the fca, the rivers, and the frogs. 

The jcaloufy which the natives entertain for the numerous German princes and nobles, 
which W’ere employed by the Prince and his right hand, the Duke of Brunfwick, in the 
army, contributed much, no doubt, to leflen his authority ; but w ithout thefe ftrangers 
the land fervice could not have been put upon a refpeftable footing. As to the natives, 
the faftions which eternally fubfill among them ftand in the way of all fubordination, re¬ 
gularity, and military difeipline; every Itiipling belonging to a demagogue of Amiter- 
tlam or Rotterdam confiders himfelf as a particle of the Ibvereignty: it would furnifli 
endlefs food for fatire, to recount how many irregularities in the fervice arife from this 
fingle caufe.—Even on the Swifs, who are fo averfe to any kind of nobility, this treatment 
of the Prince and the Duke has had no good effea. _ . 

The evil, however, which really undermines the Stadtholderfliip, lies much deeper. 
It is the fame which brought Charles to the block and Cromwell to the proteftorate; 
which raifed the Whigs, and was fo long the objeQ: of Swift’s fatire. It is generally 
iriiagined, that it was the American revolution which raifed the republican fpirit which 
lb fuddenly pofleffed the Dutch; but it had long been in them, and only llcpt till 
awakened by the prefent war. The reformed, vvhofe opinions are fo favourable to de¬ 
mocracy, and the Memnonites, who publicly preach the equality of mankind, but treat 
all who ftand in their way without pity, are the real inftruments which opprefs the 
Siadtholder. Thefe enthufiafts are without comparifon the richeft people in the repub¬ 
lic j they are alfo the mod numerous part of the inhabitants of fome of the greateft ci¬ 
ties, for inftance, of Haerlem. The fums which thefe advocates for the natural equality 
of mankind have lent out for many years paft at fix, eight, and- even ten per cent, to 
the poor nobility, have made the latter entirely dependant upon them. The confequence 
of this is, that though their religious opinions will not allow them to take any part in 
the government of the date, their fecret influence is inexprefljbly great. Thefe hypo¬ 
crites, who confider it as a fm to wear metal buckles or buttons, but will ufe every fpe- 
cies of raeannefs to fill their purfes with the ducats of honed men, have ufurped fuch a 
power, as to threaten the very near downfall of the Stadtholder, the only bond of union 
which fubfifts in the republic. The heads of the Dutch mob are filled with every kind 
of nonfenfe which thefe pretended faints can fugged.—As they'knew that the Stadtholder 
was too forgiving, too good-hearted, and, if the truth be told, had too little experience 
to make head againft'a mob himfelf; the firft thing they did was to procure the banifli- 
inent of the acute, determined, and ftubborn Duke of Brunfwick. His ruin was the 
prelude to the ruin of the Stadtholder, whom nothing can pofiibly fave but a fpeedy 
peace, which will reduce thefe republicans to their former inadivity. 

It is enough; this war has Ihewn the republic to Europe in all her nakednefs; it has 
been made evident, that (he has no folid conftitution, nor, as the reft of the European 
powers now ftand, ftrength enough to make her relpfeftable as a friend, or formidable as 
an enemy. For four-fcore years Ihe was entirely forgot. During this peripd, the ava¬ 
rice 
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rice of individuals ftifled every idea, both of her former power and the public good. 
Her neighbours, in the mean time, acquired great ftrength; at length the Englilh 
gave her a kick on the breech, and waked her out of her fleep: when (he had opened 
her eyes and feen how far (he was gone backwards, file drove to make amends for her 
negligence; but all her elforts were little better than grimaces, and only expofed her to 
thederifion of the world. 


LETTER LXXI. 


Ojlend. 

blNCE this town has been tnade a free port, the trade of it has very much increaf- 
ed ; it is, however, much to be feared, that after the war it will relapfe into its former 
iangnincancy. All the Englifli, who are here, cry out on the dangerous entrance into 
the haven, by Aormy north north-weA and weAerly winds, the narrow bafon, and the 
want of many other conveniencies. 

The fituation of Antwerp would have been much more advantageous for the ad¬ 
vancement of trade, but the Dutch have locked up the mouth of the Scheld. Their 
forts not only govern the river, as they Aiould do according to treaty, but they have 
literally Aopped up the mouth of it. Sunken Aiips filled with Aones, iramenfe dykes of 
Aone, pallifiidoes, and other things of the kind, barely leave room enough for fmall 
boars to go by. Twenty millions of guilders would not be enough, in twenty years, to 
remove the impediments which the Dutch have laid in the way of the trade of 
Antwerp. 

There is no want of gold in Brabant and Flanders. Antwerp, Bruflels, Ghent, and 
Bruges, arc (till filled with the treafures which were amalTed, when thefe towns were 
what England and Holland now are. The burgefles of thefe cities have a Aiare in all 
the great undertakings, and loans of the neighbouring nations. Their commerce of 
exchange is immenfe, probably infurance is not fo fafe among the Dutch themfelvcs as 
it is here. Antwerp is one of the moA famous places of infurance in the world.—In 
the laA Bavarian war, the court' of Vienna, having determined to raife a loan in thefe 
countries, were aAonifiicd at the quicknefs with which the money was raifed ; but the 
inhabitants of Ghent and Antw'erp let the regency know, that if there was occafion for 
three or four times as much, it would be as eaAly procured. Ever (ince that time the 
court feems to know the value of its polTeAions in the Netherlands. 

NotwithAanding this, the induAry in thefe countries is upon the whole very different 
from what it was. The heirs of thofe treafures, which were accumulated between the 
twelfth and fixteenth centuries, endeavour to make money of them in the cafieA way j 
nor is their way of living calculated tG improve them to the utmoA. They are the 
moA extraordinary compound of Aotlifulnefs and induAry, Aupidity and acutenefs^ 
aftivity and cowardlinefs, goodnefs of heart and treachery, that can well be conceived. 
An Engliftman once laid of them, “ They have the impudence of the French, without 
their pleafantry ; the pride and bigotry of the Spaniards, without their fenfe of honour; 
the ferocity and liarfhnefs of the Dutch, without their pundluality ; the debauchery of 
the Germans, without their integrity ; and as to their bodies, they are blocks, from 
which the carver attempted to make Englifiimen, but could not cut them out.” The 
pifture is in general, juA, as thefe inhabitants of the Netherlands are an affemblage of 
all thefe nations.—But what they are moA confpicuous for, is want of honour. You 
mu A have agreements in writing in all the common tranfaclions of life. You are in 
danger of being firA overcharged, and then carried into a court of juAice by every 
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workman of whom you befpeak a piece of work, if you do not put down your agree- 
nienc in black and white. 

With refpcct to their bodies, they, and the Saxons, are the moft like the Germans 
deferibed by Tacitus:; their-bodies are of a very unwieldy make, and aJ impctim vahdtu 
What, too, Tacitus lays of the old Gennans, that they can bear neither hunger, nor 
third, nor heat, nor cold, nor yet any long work, is true of them. In the imperial 
armies they are accounted good partifans, but are never put to regular fervice w'ithout 
extreme necedity. They have an extreme abhorrence of difeipline, and look upon it as 
a fevere punifhmcnt to be fubjefk to the rules of the fervicc. If their robberies and ma* 
rauilings are not overlooked they do not lad a campaign. In fliort, it is only in aftion 
that they (hew themfelves at all foldiers. 

Spain, Italy, and -Portugal excepted, there is no country fo overloaded with monks 
as the Aultrian Netherlands: there are in many towns forty or fifty convents; ftveral 
prelatures are worth a- 30 ,ooo guilders, aocol. per ann. If you divide the income of 
the country into four parts, one will be found to belong to the prielthood, one to the 
nobility, one to the fovereign, and one to the people. The bigotry and intolerance of 
the inhabitants is beyond ail defeription, and is a marvellous contrad to the corruption 
of their manners. 

The nobility of this country are extremely rich, and live in a very high dylc. Bruf- 
felsis one of the mod boautifidand mod brilliant cities in Europe. It has lod a great 
deal by the death of Prince ('.harlcs, who {pent 700,000 guilders a year in the city, and 
%vhofe lofs has .not been made up for, by the oeconoraical Duke of Saxe-Tefchen. I 
have not feen any where a finer place than the large market-place of this city ; all the 
houfes in it are built in a dylc and with a degree of magnificence that you hardly fee 
any where out of Italy. You meet here with excellent company, w-ho are not difficult 
of accefs to a llrauger. I’here arc feveral clubs, after the manner of the Englifli, 
where you find the greateft freedom and good humour. One of the bed of theie con- 
fids of the Duke of Arcnberg, Mr, Hopp, the Dutch minider, (a man in genefal edeem 
on account of bus knowledge and good qualities) our minider, fome of the nobility of 
the place, and fome Englifh, No man can become a member but by ballot. The 
room in which they meet commands a very fine view of the public walks, on one fide 
of which it ftands. The club meets twice a week: a member has the privilege of in¬ 
troducing drangers, almod without any difficulty. Linguet was a member of this club. 
The fubfcriptioii is four louis-d’ors each member, for five months ; for this they have 
a fumptuous table; the wine is paid for feparate. There are feveral other leffer affocia- 
tions of this kind in Brufl’cls; nor have I met with a place in which this appendage of 
refined life and manners was better underdood than it is here. Since the Englifh have 
come lo much to Odend, and the court of Vienna has flattered them with the hopes of 
making a peace for them, every thing in Bruffels is become Englifh; they ride, play, 
hunt, and cat, a I' a ngloijey and all the-focieties are become tlubs. The town at lead 
has lod nothing by this. 

The Duke of Saxe-Tcfchen, the governor, lives very quietly with his wife; he flrews 
himfelf not to be a lover of large companies or expence, nctwithdanding that he has an 
income of 4,000,000 imperial guilders, or 40,000!. per annum. The Archduchefs fel- 
dont (hews herfclf with the externals of imperial magnificence; her principles on this 
point arc much the fame as thofe of her hulband; her favourite amufement is hunting; 
there are few perfons that are better hands at Ihooting flying than fhe is; Ihe has had a 
wonderful education, as well as her other fifters. Her hufband too does honour to the 
imperial court by his principles of government. 
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There is no province in the hereditary dominions of the Houfe of Auftria, the Hates 
of which have preferved a degree of refpeft equal to that which thofe of the Nether, 
lands ftUi pofleis; I imagine that it is the affluence in which the burgeOes live that 
has made them preferve fentiments of liberty, which you look for in vain in Hungary ; 
then their interefts have rendered nobility entirely dependant on the court; the want 
of large cities too muft have very much lightened the trouble of the imperial court, 
w;hen it found itfelf compelled to undermine the privileges of the Hates of Hungary, 
liven in Lombardy, the power of the nobility proved a weak dam againH the power of 
the court. But this power the common burghers are at all times intereHed in leffening, 
as they ^vemore to give and lefs to expedl from the court than the other members of 
the Hate. The diHance of the imperial refidence, and the example of Holland, which 
the court qf Vienna has perpetually before its eyes, will no doubt have contributed 
fometliing towards keeping up the old conHitution of this country. 

Singular are the events which take place in this earth of ours. The revolution which 
made Holland a free commonwealth, broke out in the Auflrian Netherlands. Whilft 
every thing here was already in mption, the Dutch thought not in the leaH of making 
themfelves free. Nor would they ever have been fo by their own exertions, as even in 
the earlieli times of the republic they announced the flothfulnefs'which Hill renders them 
remarkable. It was only fudi a fingular genius as the Prince of Orange, who could 
have fccured them the freedom which they feemed to have no defire of for themfelves. 
But fee how matters have ended; religion took the prefent provinces of AuHria from 
an undertaking to which they^had firH laid their hands, and now they are made ufe of 
to opprefs Holland. What a contradidion! 


LETTER LXIII. 

Ojiendt 

TO-MORROW, brother, 1 Hiall fail for England j but before I go, permit me to 
take one general review of the whole. 

Germany, taking in Silefia, is at leaH one fifth larger than France. It contains about 
twelve thoufand fquare miles. The foil is different, in different parts. A great part of 
it however is produdive to a degree which, France and Italy only excepted, is not to be 
found in any other country in our part of the world. The immenfe maffes of rock in 
the fputhern parts of the circles of Auff ria and Bavaria, and the fands of the north, which 
almoH comprehend the whole circles of Lower Saxony, Brandenburg, Pomerania, the 
I.aufitz, and the north of Weftphalia, are not, it is true, capable of luch cultivation as 
the upper parts of Germany ; but this would be a great advantage if once the interefts 
of the whole were common. The mountains of the South contain almoH every kind 
of metal in prodigious quantities, and in the greateft perfedion, and the fandy places of 
the North, together with.the bell wood for building mips, furnifh hemp, flax, and wool, 
in great abundance. 

Bohemia, Moravia, Silefia, the archduchy of AuHria, Bavaria, Suabia, the countries 
about the Rhine, the AuHrian Netherlands, and thofe parts of the circle of Upper 
Saxony, which are not in the poffeflioh of the King of Pruflia, produce com, cattle, 
■wine, and all the firff neceflaries of life, in fuch plenty as not only to be fuffleient for the 
fupply of all Germany, but even for great exportations.—In a word, Germany is the 
only country in Europe, which is independent of ail the world, for a fupply of all the 
neceflaries and conveniences which a large and flourifliing Hate requires, or which a 
great power Hands in need of for its defence. France, is deficient in wood, cattle, (par. 

VOL. vr. p p ticu. 
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ticularly horfes) the moft necelTary metals, and linen; and Ruflia is obliged to iiill|^rt 
wine) wood, horfes for hardfervice, and various other articles; but Germany has 
every thing which thefe two very rich, and in many refpe^ very diflferent countries 
produce, and a great fuperduity of what they want beudes. 

The lad mentioned and bed nrovinces of Germany, contain about (ix thoulimd four 
hundred fquare miles. To judge of the population you mud reckon two thoufimd 
five hundred men for every Iquare mile; at lead a varie^ of diderent edimates agree 
in this; and if Bavaria, HeSe, and fome other countries rail fomewhat below this 
culation; others, as Audria, Wirtemberg, the Netherlands, and differait parts of the 
circle of Upper Saxony, go beyond it. This part of Germany contains alfo about lix- 
teen millions of inhabitants. 

The other part contains about five thmifand fix hundred fquare miles. It is difficult 
to edimate the population of this part. Some countries, as for indan(% Upper Audrra, 
have two thoufand fouls in every fquare mile. Magdeburgfa, Halberdadt, Minden, 
Brunfwick, Hildeflieim, and many others have two thoufand five hundred. Oto the odker 
]iand,the Hanoverian domimons, Brandenburg, Pomeraiua,and Mecklenbnig;, and many 
others, have not more than one thoufand men in every fquare mile. It is my opinion 
that in order to edimate the population of this part of Germany, you mufij; reckon one 
thoufand feven hundred men, tor every fquare mile, whidt will give nine millions five 
hundred thoufand for this part, and make the whole twenty-five millions five hundred 
thoufand. In his treatife de la LiiUrature Atmande, the King of Pruffia reckons 
twenty.fix millions for the whole country, an edimate which appears to me to come 
neared to the truth. The manifedo which the Emprels of Ruffia prefented to the 
court of Vienna, on account of the lad didurbances about Bavaria, contains thele re¬ 
markable words. ** It is the the bufinefs of all the powers of Europe to (ee that the 
balance of Germany be not didurbed, for if it be, the drength of the country and its 
fituation will enable it to didurb the peace of all Europe.” This is an undeniable 
truth; France and Italy are the only countries which can vie with Germany in population.. 

This extenfive country has not yet nearly arrived at the degree of cultivation of which 
it is capable, not even at that of France. The peace of Hubertfburg, is the sera of 
its cultivation; agriculture and tndudry have been univerfal every fince that period.. 

Germany has taken much larger and quicker drides to cultivation than any other 
European power. It at once exert^ all its drength to fill up the gaps which had 
beoi made in it by the dedruftive war of thirty years. The very pardtioa of the coun¬ 
try into fo many dates, prejudicial as k is to the exertion of power for the purpofe of 
foreign conqueds, has been of advantage to the internal cultivation. At mefent the 
fird princes in Germany contend with each other who Ibali make the bed improve¬ 
ments in the adminidration of judice, in education, and police, and vriio fiiall do mod 
for the promotion of indudry and commerce, with as much eagemeft, as they for* 
merly contended who fliould be foremod in pomp and idle magnificence. No-where 
is there fo thorough a conviction of the value of men and their different occupations,, 
and no where is there fo great a dir made to improve them for the advantage of the 
whole as in Germany. With refped to legiflation and the true intereds of a country, 
there has been a benevolent light fpread in mod parts of this empke, which does not 
only, as in France, point out the gaps, but encoura^ the princes and thek fervants to 
fill them up. Without a doubt, Germany, as well as the red of Europe, is much in¬ 
debted to the King of Pruffia, the fird pradical philofopher, whd, in modem times, 
has beat feen on the throne. It was he who began the glorious revolution, which 
has made fuch changes in Germany during the lad twenty yeaif; he taught Iffis neigh* 

3 hours 








, , 

t 

















































































































































































































RIB9BECK*S TRAVELS THROUGH GERMANY. 29* 

boi|ls that the intereft of princes and their ful%£ls are the fame j he began to take off 
thcveil which was thrown over adminiftration; finally, he fubdued the little t) rants 
amongit and Who^fisttened on the fubflance of the citizen and poa- 

fant. h» govi^pnm^nt may appe'ar to you fuperficial obfervers, it is to this 

military and (he (irotatitibs of it in other countries, that Germany is in* 

debted for|[ peace of twenty which (he bad not known for many centuries be. 
fore, and In the coorfe of which firft began to feel what Ihc rwlly was. Perfeft legif- 
lation, widhout a doubt, is^the fummit pf all human attainments; fhe alone can make 
us happy } 'Jjhe alone produces fociable mea, and eftimates the value of them; and how 
proud oughtftot Germany to be of Frederick, Jofeph and Catharine, three legiflative 
geniufes together at (he fame period, the like to whom many centuries fd- 

dom prodded one* 

The pecutiar tarn of the Germans feems to be for philofophy; (hey are diftinguifhed 
from all the nations in £ui‘ope, for cool and juft judgments, united with extreme in< 
duftry; they>were the firil a|tho threw a light on mathematics and general phyfics; 
next they darted through theology, then hiftory, and finally legiflation, with the fame 
philofophiwl feWt.-—They will do well to leave to other nations the prize of wit, for 
which they always contend in vain. 

If GernUn^oouidf make itfelf one great people; if it was united under one gover¬ 
nor ; if the imerefts of a ftngle prince were not often in oppofitionto the good of the 
whole i if idt the members were fo well compared into one body, that the fuperfluous 
fap of the one toold dreuiate and invigorate the reft, what much greater fteps towards 
cultivation would the empre then make! But then Germany would give laws to alt 
Europe. How jpowerful, as things even now are, are the two houfes of Auftria and 
Brandenburg, ttm mreatne& of wMfe flrength confifts In their German pofTe/nons, and 
who yet ndtlier pone& the half nor even the beft parts of the country. Conceive this 
country in fttch a fituation as that no bunhenfome excife fhould opprefs the internal 
commerce the different provinces; no cuftoms fhould prohibit exports all over 
the world f ^ fuch a fituanon as Aat the immenfe fums that it gives for ootlandifh 
commodides, which itfelf m fumifh, fhould be fowed—or that it could become a na¬ 
val power, for which it has fuch ports and fuch p^ty of provifions, that it could itfelf 
employ the numerous colonies it fefid| out to the reft of Europe :*-~concdve this— 
what country in die world could then oope with Germany f 

The charnder of fiie&^epends for the raoft part on their government. The charac¬ 
ter of the has In mend as litde briiiiMcy in it as the confikudon of the em¬ 

pire ; they ItaTOi’lfone of Im dadonal jmde and patriodfm by which the Britons, Spa¬ 
niards, and onr own ooBtrirymen are iMiogulfhed, fond as their poets have been, for 
fome timepafti of iMHngdufe ijjoahties to them. Their pride and patriodc fend- 
ments only m^d to the put (ff fStitmany in wluch they we bom j to the reft of their 
countrymen diey aieft]t|njge as to my ftsangers, nay, in feveral parts of Germany, 
they arc mtich fonder of they We of thdr own coentrymen. It is the 

fenfe of wedhpell of the poWem (ff Gwtnany which damps their nadonal pride $ 
it is only bj^cat^ Cerpiahy cannot nfe ks power tltogether, and that other nadons feed 
their ftreng||u/thajt ft has been de||^ to the inhabimnts of o^er countries, who yet 
have noth&l^( boaft ahovt^ Uf k IfW bond of union among themfelves, cm a ri¬ 
diculous pnde.’ We fdldom jud^ tf tnenlllwm thrir innwwoim, fo much as from 
the external appewance they make in the world. We efUmwe the ftoflians, Englifh, 
&C, according to the idea we have taken up of the whole aadon; and though the in- 

a dividu^ 
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dmdual may happen to be, as he often is/ ten tim^ more barbarous than a German, 
vre dve him credit for the fame and v^orth of nis illuftrious countrymen. 

Though the charader of the Germans be not fo brilliant as that of other nations, ftill 
it is not deftitute of its peculiar excellencies. The German is the man of the world. 
He lives under every iky, and conquers every natural obftacle to his happbefs. His in- 
duftry is inexhauftible. Poland, Hungary, KulHa, the Englilh and Dutch colonies, are 
much indebted to German emigrants. Even the firft ftates in Europe owe to Germany 
great part of thdr knowledge. Re^tude is alfo an almoft univmal charaderiftic of 
the people of this country; nor are the manners of the peafants and thofe of the inha¬ 
bitants of the lefler cities, by any means fo corrupt as thofe of France and other coun¬ 
tries ; it is owing to this, that, notwithflanding the great emigrations, the country is ftill 
fo well peopled. To conclude, frugally on me fide of the Proteftants, and franknefs 
and goodheartednefe on the fide of the Gatholics, are brilliant national chariideriftics. 
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TRAVELS IN DENMARKi 

By W. COXE*. 


Chap. l.-^PaJage of the Sdund.—Entrance into Denmark. — EIJinore.'—Toll of the Sound, 

—Cronborg Caflle and Palace,—Anecdote of Queen Matilda. — Hamlet's Garden.— 

Hijlory of Hamlet from Saxo-Crammaticus,—Copenhagen.—Ife of Amak, 

MARCH 22. We embarked at Helfingborg, and croffed the Sound, which fepa- 
rates Denmark from Sweden. The wind blew frefh and was direftly contrary; but 
by tacking we reached Elfmore in an hour and a half: the direft diftance between 
the neareft points of the two coafts is about three miles. Midway we had a fine view 
of the oppofite fhores, with the towns of Helfingborg and Elfinore; the former crowned 
by an ancient tower; the latter diftinguilhed by the palace of Cronborg, a lefs roman¬ 
tic, but no lefs beautiful objeft. The fhores of Sweden to the north of Helfingborg are 
fleep and rocky ; but decreafe in height towards the fouth, and become low and flat. 
Thofe of Zealand confift partly of ridges of land, and partly of Hoping fhores covered 
with wood. 

Elfinore is a well-built town, and makes a better appearance than thofe to which we 
had lately been accufiomed; the houfes are of brick. It was a final! village, contain¬ 
ing a few fifhermen’s huts, until 1445, when it was made a ftaple town by Eric of Po¬ 
merania, who conferred on the new fettlers confiderable immunities, and built a caftle 
for their defence t- From that period it gradually increafed in fize and wealth, and is 
now, next to Copenhagen, the moft commercial place in Denmark. It contains five 
thouH’.nd inhabitants, among whom are a confiderable number of foreign merchants, 
and the confuls of the principal nations trading to the Balti^. 

'J he paflage of the Sound is guarded by the fortrefs of (ironborg, which is fituated 
on the edge of a peninfular promontory, the neareft point of land to the oppofite coaft 
of Sweden. It is ftrongly fortified towards the fliore by baftions, and. regular entrench¬ 
ments ; and towards the fea by feveral batteries, mounted with fixty cannon, the largeJK 
forty-dght pounders. Every vefiel in paflTing lowers her top-fails, and pays a tou af 
Elfinore. It is generally afferted that this fortrefs guards the Sound ; and that all 
fhips muft, on account of .fhoal waters and currents, fleer fo near the batteries, as 
to be expofed to their fire, in cafe of refufal. This however is a mklaken notion. On 
account, indeed, of numerous and oppofite currents in the Sound, the fafeft paflage lies 
near the fortrefs; but the water in any part is of fufikient depth for veffels to keep at a 
diftance from the batteries, and the largeft fhips can even fail clofe to the coaft of Swe¬ 
den J. The conftant difeharge, however, of the toll, is not fo much owing to the 

• From his Travels inToIand, &c. Fifth Edition, iftoa. 

■f- Meflenii Scandia lUuftrata, Lib. 111. p. 50. 

:j; Theaffertion was fully verified by the memoraUe pafiage of the BritKh fleet, with inconfiderable da¬ 
mage, inMarcblSri. 

ftrength 
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llrength of the fortrefs, as to a compliance with the ppblic law of Europe. ^ Many dif- 
putes have arifen concerning the right which the crown of Denmark has to impofe this 
duty. The Kings of Sweden, in particular, claiming an equal title to the free paflage 
of the Strait, were for feme time exempted by treaty; but in lyao, Frederic I. agreed, 
that Swedilh veffels fliould be fubjed to the ufual imports. All veffels, befide a fmall 
duty, are rated at i i per cent, of their cargoes, except the Englilh, French, Dutch, and 
Swedilh, which pay only one per cent.; in return, the crown takes the charge of con- 
ftruding light-houles, and eretling fignals to mark the Ihoals and rocks, from the Cate- 
gate to the entrance of the Baltic. The tolls of the Sound, and of the two Belts, fupply 
an annual revenue of above 100,oool. 

The palace of Cronborg, which (lands in the fortrefs, is a fquare Gotiue building of 
’ fvee-flone. From an infeription over the gate, it was begun by Frederic II., and has 
been repaired and augmented by fucceeding fovereigns. It contains nothing worthy of 
^particular defcriptkm, excepting two good portraits of Frederic II. and ChrirtianlV., 
and feveral battle-pieces, representing the wars of Chrirtian V. 

In this palace was imprifoned the late unfortunate Queen Matilda; During her con¬ 
finement me inhabited the governor's apartment, and had permilGon to walk on the fide* 
batteries, or on the leads of the tower. She was uncertain of the fate that awaited her, 
and had great reafon to apprehend, that the party which occafioned her arreft meditated 
more violent meafures. When the Englilh minirter* at Copenhagen brought an order 
for her enlargement, which he had obtained by hisfpirited conduft, flie was furprized 
with the unexpefted intelligence, inftantly burft into a flood of tears, embraced him in 
a tranlport of joy, and called him her deliverer. After a (hort conference, he propofed 
that her majerty Ihould immediately embark on board a Ihip that was waiting to carry 
her from a kingdom in which (he had experienced fuch a train of misfortunes. But, 
however anxious (he was to depart, pne circumrtance checked the excels of her joy: a 
few months before her imprifonment Ihe was delivered of a princefs, whom Ihe luckled 
herfelf. 1 he rearing of this child had been her only comfort, and Ihe conceived a more 
than parental attachment to it, as the conftant companion of her mifery. The infant 
was aifli£lcd with the mealies; and, having nurfed it with unceafing foiicitude, rtie was 
-defirous of continuing her attention and care. Thefe circumrtances had fo endeared the 
child to her, rendered more fufceptible of tendemefs in a prifon than, in a court, that 
when an order for detaining the young j^rincefs was intimated, Ihe teftified the ftrongeft 
emotions of grief, and could not, for feme time, be prevailed on to bid a final adieu. 
At length, after bellowing repeated carellcs on this darling objedl of her affedion, Ihe 
retired to the velTel in an agony of defpair, and remained on deck, her eyes fixed on the 
palace of Cronborg, which contained her child, until darknefs intercepted the view. 
The velTel having made little way during night, at day-break flie obferved with fond fa- 
t'sfaflion that the palace was Hill vifible, and could hot be perfuaded to enter the cabin 
as long as Ibe could difeover the fainted glimpfe of the battlenjcnts. Matilda afterwards 
Tefided at'Zell, where Ihe died of a fcarlet fever. 

Queen Matilda was naturally of a lively difpofition, until her misfortunes brought on 
a fettled ihglancholy. In fociety Ihe endeavoured to' diflembJe her {arrows, and aflume 
a checrfu'kiefs to which her heart was a rtranger. She became extremely food of foli- 
tude j and, when alone, indulged her grief in the moft bitter lamentations. She re¬ 
tained, to her laft moments, the moft unaflFe£led attachment to her children in Den¬ 
mark.; with all the anxiety of a parent Ihe made repeated enquiries after them, and was 

* Mr. aAerwardi Sir Robert Murray Ketth. 
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delighted with receiving the tninutefi accounts of their health, amufements, and educa¬ 
tion, Having obtained their portraits, fhe placed them in her moft retired apartment} 
often apoftrophized them as if prefent *, and addreiTed them in the tendered manner* 
Adjoining to the royal palace, which dands about half a mile from Cronborg, is a 
garden which curiofity led us to viflt; it is.called Hamlet’s Garden, and is faid, by tra¬ 
dition, to be the very fpot where the murder of his father was perpetrated. The houfe 
is of modem date, and fituated at the foot of a Tandy ridge near the fea; the garden 
occupies the lide of the hill, and is laid out in terraces rifing one above another. £ 1 - 
finorc is the fcene of Shakefpeare’s Hamlet; and the origind hidotv from which that 
divine bard derived the principal incidents of his play is founded on rafts, but fo deeply 
buried in remote antiquity, as render it difficult to difcriminate truth from ffible. Saxo- 
Grammaticus, who flourifhed in.the twelfth century^ is the earlieft hiftorian of Denmarli;^ 
who relates the adventures of Hamlet. His account is extrafted, and much altered, by 
Belleforeft, a French author; an Englifli tranflation of whofe romance was publiftied 
under the title of the ** Hiftorye of Hamblet f,” and from this tranflation Shakefpeare 
formed the ground-work of his play, though with many alterations and additions. 

As Saxo-Grammaticus is an author whofe works are in the hands of but few perfons, 
and as I never met with an Englifh tranflation, it cannot be unacceptable to give a ihort 
(ketch of Hamlet’s hiftory, as recorded in the Danifli Annals J, that the reader may 
compare the original charafter with that delineated by Shakefpeare. 

Long before the introduftion of cfariftianity into Denmark; Horwendillus, prefeft, or 
King of Jutland, was married to Geruthra, or Gertrude, daughter of Ruric King of 
Denmark, by whom he bad a fon, called Amlettus, or Hamlet. Fengo murders his 
brother Hbrwendiilus, marries Gertrude, and afcends the throne. Hamlet, to avoid 
his uncle’s jealoufy, counterfeits folly; and is reprefented as fuch an abhorrer of falfe- 
bood, that, though he conftantly frames the moft evalive and even abfurd anfwers, yet 
artfully contrives never to deviate from truth. Fengo, fufpefting the reality of his mad- 
nefs, endeavours, by various methods §,to difcover the real ftate of his mind : amongft 
others, he departs from Elfmore, concerts a meeting between Hamlet and Gertrude, 
concluding that he would not withhold his fentiments from his own mother, and orders 

* I received this anecdote from a perfon at Zell, wbo had more than once overheard this affeflingad; 
drefs. 

t The only copy I ever faw of this work it in tbe.library of Trinity college, Cambridge, in thecuriont 
colIeAion relative to the School of Shakefpeare, given by the late Mr. Capell to that fociety. It is in black 
letter, entitled, tlic Hiftory of Hamblet; imprinted by Richard Bradocke for Thomas Pavier.—The heads 
of the chapters are given in Mri CapelPk poilhuroons work, the School of Shakefpeare, vol, iii. p. pj; and 
a few extrads in Malone’s Supplement to Jobnfon’s and Stevenfon’s Shakefpeare. 

f Sax, Gram. lib. iii. and iv. 

9 Among other attempts, Fengo ordered his companions to leave him in a retired fpot, and a young 
woman was placed in his way, with a view to extort from him a confeffion that his folly was counterfeited. 
Hamlet would have fallen into {he fnare, if a friend had not fecretly conveyed to him intelligence of this 
treachery: he carried the woman to a more fecret place, andobtained her promife not to betray him, which 
IHe readily gave, as fhe had been bronghtnp with him from her infancy. Being afked, on his return home; 
if he had indulged his pailion, he anfwered in the affirmative; but rendered himfelf not believed by the molt 
artfulfubterfuges, which, though true, fitemed evidently to mark a difordered underftanding, and by the 
pofitivc denial of the woman. “ Upon this woman,'* as Cspell obferves, “ is grounded Shaktfpeare’s 
Ophelia; and his deliverance from this fnare by a hiend, fuggefled his Horatio:”—“ The rude outlines,” 
aS'Mh Malone remarks, ” of thofe charaArers.” “ But in this piece there are no traits of the charadler of 
Polonius; there is, indeed, a coanfellor, and ke places himfelf m the Queen’s chamber behind the arras y 
bat this is the whole. 'Fhe ghoft of the old Hamlet is likewife the offspring of our author’s creative ima¬ 
gination.” See Capell’s School ^ Shakefpeare) vol. in. p. eo; and Malone’s SuppUntcat, p. 353. 

a courtier 
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a courtier to conceal hirnfelf, unknown to both, for the purpofe of ovei;hearfng their 
converfation. 

The courtier repairs to the Queen*s apartment, and hides hintfelf undejr a heap of 
ft raw *. Hamlet, on entering the caUnet, fufpefting the prefence of fome fpy, imitates, 
after his’ufual aftedation of folly, the crowing of a 'Co^, wd ihaking his. arms like 
'wings, jumpst upon the heap of ftraw, till feeling the courtier, he draws his fword, 
kills him, cuts the body to pieces, boils it, and gives it to the hogs. He then avows 
to his mother, that he only perfonated a fool; reproaches her for her inceftuous mar¬ 
riage with the murderer of her hulbanij, and concludes his remonftrances by faying, 

Inftead, therefore, of condoling my infanityi deplore your own infamy, and learn to 
lament the deformity of your own mind.’* 

The Queen is filent, but is recalled to virtue by thefe admonitions. Fengo returns to 
Elfinore, fends Hamlet to England under the care of two courtiers, and requefts the 
King, by a letter, to put him to death. HamUt difcovers and alters the letter *, and on 
their arrival in England, the King orders the two courtiers to immediate execution, and 
betroths his daughter to Hamlet, who gives many aftoniftiing proofs, of a tranfcendent 
underftanding. 

At the end of the year he returns to Denmark, and alarms the court by his unexpeft- 
ed appearance; as a report of his death had been fpread, and preparations were making 
for his funeral. 

Having re-affiimed his affefted infanity, he purpofely wounds his fingers in drawing 
his fword, which the by-ftanders immediately fatten to the fcabbard. He afterwards 
invites the principal nobles to an entertainment, makes them intoxicated, and in that 
ftate covers them with a large curtain, which he fattens to the ground with wooden 
pegs; he then fets fire to the palace, and the nobles, enveloped in the curtain, perifh in 
the ttames. During this tranfadion he repairs to Fengo’s apartment, and taking the 
fword which lay by the fide of his bed, puts bis own in its place; he inftanily awakens 
and informs him, that Hamlet is come to revenge the murder of his father. Fengo 
ftarts from his bed, feizes the fword, but unable to draw it, falls by the hand of Hamlet. 
The next morning, when the populace were affembled to view the ruins of the palace, 
Hamlet fummons the remaining nobles, and in a matterly fpeech, lays open the motives 
of his own condud; proves his uncle theaflaflin of his father, and concludes in the fol- 
.lowing words: 

“ Tread upon the afhes of the monfter, who, polluting the wife of his murdered bro¬ 
ther, joined inceft to parricide, and ruled over you with the moil opprelfive tyranny. 
Receive me as the minifter of a juft revenge, as one who felt for the fufferings of his 
father and his people. Confider me as the perfon who has purged the difgrace of his 
country, extinguiflied the infamy of his mother, freed you from the defpotifm of a tnon- 

* Straw was formerly fpread over the floors as an article of luxury. 

f This part ftands thus in the Engliih account: ** The cotinftllor entered fccretly into the (^eene’s 
chamber, and there hid himfelfe behind the arras, and long before the Qiieene and Hamlet came tRither; 
who being craftieand politique, as foonc as he was within the chamber, doubting forae treafon, and fearing, 
if he ihoiud fpeake feverely and wifely to his mother, touching his fecret practices, hee fliould be under- 
Hood and by that means intercepted, ufed his ordinary manner of diilimulation, and began to come (r. crow) 
like a cocke, beating with his arms (in fuch manner as cockes ufed to ttrike with their wings,} upon the 
hangings of the chambers, whereby, feeling fomething ftirring under them, he cried, a rail a rail and 
preUntly drawing his fworde, thruft it into the hangings, which done, he pulled the counfellor (half deade) 
out by the heels, made an end of killing him, and being flain^ cut his body in pieces, which he caufed to 
be boiled, and then caft it into an open vault or privie.” Malone’s Supplement, voL i. p. 357. 

II '.fter. 
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fter, whofe crimes, if he had lived, wouli have daily increafed^ and terminated in your 
deftruSion. Acknowledge my fervices, and if I have deferved it, prefcnt m<? with the 
crown: behold in me the author of thefe advantages, no degenerate perfon, no parri. 
cide, but the rightful fucceffor to the throne, and the pious avenger of a father's mur¬ 
der. I have refcucd you from flavery,'reftored you to liberty, and re-eftablilhed your 
glory; I have deftroyed a tyrant, and triumphed over an affaffin. The recompence is 
in your hands; you can eftimate the value of my fervices, and in your virtue I reft my 
hopes of reward.” ■ This fpeech had the defired effeft; the greater part of the aflem- 
bly fhcd tears, and all who are prefent unanimoufly proclaim him King amid repeated 
acclamations. 

Hamlet, foon after his elevation, fails to England, and orders a fhield to be made, on 
which the principal aftions of his life are reprefented. The King receives him with 
feigned demonftrations of joy; falfely affures him that his daughter is dead, and recom¬ 
mends him to repair to Scotland as his ambaffador, and pay his addrefles to Queen Her- 
metrudra. gives this infidious advice with the hopes that Hamlet may perilh in the 
attempt; as the Queen, who was remarkable for her chaftity and cruelty, had fuch 
an averfion to all propofals of marriage, that not one of her fuitors had efcaped falling 
a facrifice to her vengeance. Hamlet, in oppofition to all difficulties, performs the 
cmbafly, and by the affiftance of his Ihield, which infpires the lady with a favourable 
opinion of his wifdom and courage, obtains her in marriage, and returns with her to 
England. Informed, by the Princefs to whom he is betrothed, that her father medi¬ 
tates his affaffination, Hamlet avoids his fate by wearing armour under his robe, puts to 
death the King of England, and fails to Denmark with his two wives, where he' is foon 
afterwards killed in a combat with Vigletus, fon of Ruric. Hamlet, adds the hiftorian, 
was a Prince, who, if his good fortune had been equal to his deferts, would have rivalled 
the Gods in fplendour; and in his a£lions would have exceeded even the labours of 
Hercules *. 

The diftance from Elfmore to Copenhagen is twenty miles; our route lay occafion- 
ally by the fide of the fea, fometimes through fmall woods of beech and oak, and at 
other times'through an open country rifing into acclivities; the foil is fandy, mixed with 
loam, well cultivated, and yields all forts of grain. The cottages are numerous and 
neat, built with brick, and many of them white-waftied. We had an excellent road, 
for which convenience we paid feveral tolls; a tax from which we had lieen exempt¬ 
ed in Poland, Ruffia, and Sweden. We reached the metropolis towards the clofe of the 
evening. 

Copenhagen ftands on a fmall promontory on the eaftem coaft of the ifle of Zealand, 
in a flat and marfliy fituation. It formerly belonged to the bifliop of Rofldld, and was 
not diftinguilbed by the royal refidence until 1443, during the reign of Chriftopher of 
Bavaria; fince which period it has been gradually enlarged and beautified, and is be¬ 
come the capital of Denmark. 

The annual lift of births in Copenhagen being, on an average of feveral years, efli- 
mated at two thouland eight hundred and thirty, and of deaths at two ihoufand nine 
hundred and fifty-five, we may eftimate the population at eighty thoufand fouls. 

Copenhagen is the beft-built city of the north, although excelled by Peterfburgh in 
fuperb edifices; yet as it contains no w'ooden houfes, it does not difplay that ftriking 
contrail of meannefs and magnificence, but in general exhibits a more uniform appejur- 
• 

• Hie Amlethiexitus fuit; qui fi parem naturae atque fortune indulgentiam expertui fulfiet, aquaflet 
fulgore fuperog} Hcrculca virtutibus opera tranfeendiffet. 
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ance. The city is furrounded towards the lan(i with ramparts and baftions, a wet ditch, 
and a few out-works ; the circumference ineafures between four and five miles. The 
ftreets are well paved, with a footway on each fide, whidi is narrow and inconve¬ 
nient. The greater part of the buildings are of brick, and a few of frcc-ftone brought 
from Germany: the houies of the nobility are in general fplendid, and conftrucled in 
the Italian Itylc of architedture. 

The royal palace is a magnificent pile of hewn ftone, the wings and ftables of brick 
fluceped. It was built by Chrillian the Sixth in feven years, as the infeription informed 
me, without laying a fingle tax on his fubjedts. The enormous expence may be in 
fome meafure eftimated by the dimenfions. The front is three hundred and fixty-fc- 
ven feet in length, the fides three hundred and eighty-nine, and the height one hundred 
and fourteen; it has fix (lories, of which three are mezzonines. In the fourth ftory 
are the grandeft fuit of apartments, both as to fizc and decoration. The concert-room 
is one hundred and twenty-eight feet by thirty-eight.. ’Vho-Ritter Saal, or Knight’s fa- 
loon, is. remarkable for the grandeur and elegance of the proportions; it is one hun¬ 
dred and twenty-eight feet long, fixty-two broad, and forty-eight hi^ ; it is lighted 
by fcveral chryital chandeliers, and many gilded urns placed on the balufirades of a 
gallery *. 

Among numerous pidtures of the Kings and Queens of Denmark, I was ftruck with 
a portrait of Chrillian the Fourth on board a fhip engaged with the Swedifli fleet. In 
the middle of the engagement the King was flruck by a fplinter; two of his teeth were 
beat out, his ear torn, his right eye forced from the focket, and he w'as thrown on the 
deck with great violence. His attendants, fuppofing him dead, made bitter lamenta¬ 
tions ; when the King, fuddenly recovering from the fwoon into which he had been 
thrown by the agony of pain, ftarted up, bound his wounds with his handkerchief, and 
continued giving his orders with great compofure until the Swedifli fleet retired. The 
painter has chofen the point of time in which the King, having recovered from his fwoon 
and bound his wound, is exerting himfelf in the iniclll of the a£lion, and has happily 
fucceeded in throwing great animation over the whole figure. 

The royal ftables are perhaps the moft magnificent in Europe. The racks of one, 
w'hich contains ftalls for forty-eight horfes, are of copper, and the columns that divide 
the ftalls are of brick ftuccoed white. Another contains one hundred and forty-eight 
ftalls; and the racks and pillars which fuppoit the roof and feparate the ftalls are of 
Norwegian marble. 

The bufy fpirit of commerce is vifible in Copenhagen. The haven is always crowded 
with merchant-fliips, and the ftreets are interle£led by broad canals, which bring the 
merchandize clofe to the warehoufes that line the quays. This city owes its principal 
beauty to a dreadful fire in 1728, that deftroyod five churches and fixty-feveii ftreets, 
which were rebuilt in the modern ftyle. The new part of the town raifed by the late 
King Frederic V. is extremely beautiful; it confifts of an oftagon, containing four uni- 
fonn and elegant buildings of hewn ftone, and of four broad ftreets leading to it in op- 
pofite direflions. In the middle of the area ftands an equeftrian ftatue of Frederic in 
bronze, asL large as life, which is juftly admired; it was call at the expence of the Eaft 
India Company by Saly, and coll 8o,oool. fterling. 

On the 25th of March we accompanied Mr. Delaval, our minifter, to court, and 
were honoured with private audiences by Chriftiah VII., the Queen-dowager Juliana 
MaHa, her fon Prince Frederic, and.his confort the Princefs Sophia-Frederica. We 


* This magnificent palace was burnt in 1793. 
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were deprived of the honour of paying' our refpefls to the Prince Royal, as he was at 
that time indifpofed. During our ftay at Copenhagen there were only two public tneet- 
ings at court: the company aflenibled at fix in the evening. At one of thefe meet¬ 
ings was a concert, in which arDanifli translation of Pergolefi’s Stabat Mater, with the 
original mufic, was performed. The King afterwards fat down to Loo with the Queen 
DowagcT, Prince Frederic, Priucefs Sophia, Count Bernfdorft' the prime minifter, and 
the Pruffian ambaflador. 

As our ftay at Copenhagen was ftiort, and principally during pafiion week, which the 
natives oblerve with great llriftnefs, \vc had not many opportunities of experiencing 
the bofpitality of the Danifh nobility ; though they were much inclined to honour us 
with all thofe marks of attention and civility which arc ufually paid to ftrangers. Among 
other inftances of politenefs, we received an invitation to an aflernbly and fupper from 
Count Moick, who was favourite and prime minifter to Frederic V. The Count’s 
houfe, which ftands in the oftagon, is a magnificent building fuperbly finiihed. He 
polfelTes feveral fine pidurcs ; hiscolledion of foflils, fliells, minerals, and petrifadions, 
deferves the notice of the naturalift: it is particularly rich in native produdions of 
Denmark, exhibiting many fine fpecimens of the gold, filver and copper mines, from 
Norway, and of lavaTrom Mount Hecla in Iceland. 

Among the moft curious colledions in Copenhagen, the Royal Mufeum, or Cabinet 
of Rarities, merits the firft place. This colledion, which was begun by Frederic HI. 
is depofited in eight apartments, and ranged in the following order: animals, ftiells, 
minerals, paintings, antiquities, medals, drefles, arms and implements of the Laplanders. 
The fliort time which I employed in examining thefe apartments did not permit me to 
take a minute and accurate account of the principal curiofities, which the reader will 
find deferibed in Mufeum Regium Jacobai. 

Part of Copenhagen, which is called Chriftianfliafen, is built on the Ifle of Amak, 
which generally attrads the curiofity of foreigners. Amak is four miles long, and 
two broad, and is chiefly peopled by the defeendants of a colony from Eaft Friefland, to 
whom the ifland was configned by Chriflian II. at the requeft of his wife Elizabeth, 
fifter of Charles V. for the purpofe of fupplying her with vegetables, cheefe, and butter. 
From the intermarriages of thefe colonifts with the Danes, the prefent inhabitants are 
chiefly defeended; but as they wear their own drefs, and enjoy peculiar privileges, 
they appear a diftind race from the natives. The ifland contains fix villages, and be¬ 
tween three and four thoufand ibuls ; it has two churches, in which the minifters preach 
occafionally in Dutch and Danifli. The inhabitants have their own inferior tribunals; 
but in capital offences are amenable to the King’s court 'of juftice at Copenhagen. 
The old national habit, brought by the original colony when they firft migrated to the 
ifland, is ftill in ufe among them ; it refembles the drefs of the ancient quakers, as re- 
prefented in the pidures of the Dutch and Flemilh painters.^ The men wear broad- 
brimmed hats, black jackets, full glazed breeches of the fame colour, loofe at the 
knees, and tied round the waift. The women were dreffed chiefly in black jackets and 
red petticoats, with a piece of blue glazed cloth bound on their heads. The ifland is 
laid out in gardens and paftures, and, according to the original defign, fupplies Copen¬ 
hagen with milk, butter and vegetables. 

During our fecond vifit to Copenhagen, in July 1784, we experienced great civility 
and repeated inftances of hofpitality from the Danifli nobility. Among others we had 
the honour of diniilg feveral times with the prime minifter, Count Bernfdorf *, at his 
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villa, about four miles from Copenhagen. The houfe, bijik by the late County jlanda 
in a delightful fituation on a gentle rife, floping towards the fea, backed by a ridge of 
hills prettily wooded, and commanding a cheerful view of the Sound, the coalt of Swe¬ 
den, Copenhagen, and the numerous veffels failing to an^ from the capital. 

In our way to the village we paffed a column of Norwegian marble, ereOied to the 
memory of the late Count Bernfdorf by the peafants of his eilate, in gratitude for hav¬ 
ing received the gift of freedom from their beloved maker. The pillar is ornamented 
with a wheat-lhcaf, a fpade, and a pick>axe, the emblems of agriculture. It contains a 
Latin and Daniih infcription, atteking the Count’s liberality, and their gratitude*. 

The flavery of the peafants is part of the remains of -the feudal fykem, which, how¬ 
ever modified and changed in the other parts of the Danifli conkitution, leaves behind 
it that indelible mark of its former preponderancy and injukice. Hitherto all the at¬ 
tempts to abolifh it, which have fucceeded in Sweden, Norway, and feveral parts of 
Germany, have contributed only to rivet kill more' krongly a fervitude, no lefs dif- 
graccful to the government, than prejudicial to the community. I enjoyed, however, 
great fatisfaSion in finding that the fpirit of jukice and humanity, and I may add, the 
fuggekions of felf-interek, have lately fpread themfelvcs among the nobility y and that 
a few of them were on the point of emancipating their peafants. And as the prince 
royal has turned his humanity and attention to this fubjeft 1, and feems inclined to fa¬ 
vour any well-planned fykem, which may give new life and vigour to an order of men, 
the mok ufeful in the community j it is to be prefumed, that in time the prejudices 
againk fuch a fykem will be removed ; and that fuch effeikive and prudent meafures 
will be adopted by .government, as may, without convulfion, rekore to the peafants 
the common rights of mankind. 

We were prefent at an entertainment given by Admiral Molcke, on board the Princefs 
Sophia Frederica, carrying feventy-four guns, and fix hundred men, going on a cruife 
to the Baltic, with three other fhips of the line. We embarked at the port, and were 
rowed in the Captain’s boat to the kiip, where w'e found Count Molcke, and a large 
company, confiking of perfons of the firk condition. From the cabin we had a de¬ 
lightful view of the town and dock-yard of Copenhagen y of the Danifh navy laid up in 
two lines in the harbour ; of feveral men of war and frigates lying at anchor near us 
in the road y of numerous veffels failing and covering the furface of the fea, which was 
curled by a gentle breeze; of the dikant coaks of Sweden, and the adjacent fhores of 
Zealand, richly clothed with wood. Dinner was ferved on deck, under a canopy of 
fails and pendants j and forty perfons fat down to a fuperb and elegant repak. After 
drinking the healths of the King and Rt^al Family, each health accompanied with a 
falute of fifteen guns. Admiral Molcke gave, in compliment to Mr. Elliott, the Engliki 
envoy, who was prefent. The navy of England; and Mr. Elliott in return gave, The 
navy of Denmark. 

Several Daniih fongs w%e fung to the accompaniment of ^violins and tambours de 
bafque, which had a pleafing effefl. Thefe fongs related to naval engagements, and to 
the honour of the Daniih marine; the chorus was repeated by the company, and re- 
echoe 4 by the whole fiiip’s crew. Books containing the words were handed found, 

^ * Piia manibus Job. Hartvici Emelli, Comitis de Bemftorff, qni am difcreta immunta hereditaria lar- 
giendo ind’uflriam opes omnia impertit in exeroplam pofteritati 17O7. P. S. S. grati colon! 1783. 

4 Since im departure from Copenhagen, the example fet by Count Betnftorff ha« been followed by the 
crown. ^ <' Thetmnda of fervitude,” to ufe the words of an intelligent Dane, •• are*now relaxed, and bond 
fcrvice is limited in every part of .the kinedom ”—The pleating refult is vifible in almoll every place you fee 
and In every coimtenance you jiiet.” Sygge’i Travels in the French Republic, Tranfladon p. 37. 
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w:th the Danilh on one fide, and the EngHfli on the other. One fong recorded the 
gallant behaviour of Admiral Huitfield, who, in an engagement with the Swedilh fleet, 
finding his own fhip on fire, grappled with two of the enemy’s men of war, and blew 
them up with his own fliip. , Another fong in honour of their favourite hero Chriftian 
the Fourth, is as popular iii Denmark as “ Rule, Britannia,*/ in England. I recoiled: 
the following lines of a doggrel tr^nflation in the beginning of the fong: 

King Chriftian ftood high near the maft, 

111 clouds of fmoke: 

His fhining fivord was working faft, 

Cleft brains and helmets firft and laft. 

Then funk each Gothic hulk and maft, 

In clouds of fmoke, &c. 


In vifiting the citadel, I enquired for the cells in which Struenfee and Brandt were 
confined. The dungeon which ferved as a prifon for Struenfee is on the ground-floor, 
fourteen feet long and twelve broad. The barrack bedftead on which he lay is ftill 
there, and the chain to which he was fattened riveted to the wall. During his confine¬ 
ment he was treated with the greatett inhumanity, and frequently deprived of com¬ 
mon neceflaries; he was chained fo clofely to the wall as fcarcely to be able to turn, 
himfelf; and occafionally threatened with the torture, if he would not confefs what 
his enemies didated. , 

I vifited likewife the fpot where Struenfee and Brandt were executed, on the 28th 
of March 1772. The fcaffbld was conttruded in the middle of a field, near the eaft 
gate of the town; and they, were conduded to the fpot in two feparate carriages, 
through an immenfe concourfe of people. I’hey arrived at the place of execution at 
eleven. Brandt firft alighted, and mounted the fcaffbld with a flow ftep and undaunted 
mien; heard his fentence read, and faw his coat of arms torn, without exprefling the 
leaft emotion; he then prayed for a few minutes, and fpoke a few words to the peo¬ 
ple. When the executioner approached to aflift him, lie faid to Him with firmnefs, 
yet not without mildnefs, “Stand off, and do not prefume to touch me.’* Without any 
affiftance he pulled oft' his pelilTe, and prepared for his fate. He firft ftretched out his 
hand, and bade the executioner do his duty, without flirinking from the blow, it was 
ftruck off, and his head fevered from his body almoft in the fame inftant. His body 
was then, quartered. 

During this dreadful feene Struenfee remained at the bottom of the fcaffold^ anxiouf- 
ly expefting and dreading his own fate. His whole frame trembled when Brandt’s 
blood gulhed from the fcaffold; and he was fo agitated, that he could not walk up the 
fteps without help. He faid nothing, and permitted the executioner to aflift him in 
taking off his cloak. Inftead of imitating the courage and ferenity of his fellow fuf- 
ferer, he ftarted up feveral times from the block, before he gave the fignal, drew back 
his hand, was (hockingly maimed before it was cut off, and was at laft held down by 
force while the executioner beheaded him. 

The environs of Copenhagen are exceedingly beautiful. The country is gently un¬ 
dulating, produces much corn and pafture, and is finally interfperfed with finall fqrefts 
of beech and oak. The fea views are enchanting, and the villas and country feat's de¬ 
lightfully fituated on the fhores of the Sound. 

The royal park,.about four miles from the capital, is perh^s the fineft fpot for the 
natural beauty of the gently waving furface, and richaefs ot the , wood j and proves, 

that 
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that the nobles might lay out their grounds eqjial to ours in England, if they would 
truft more to nature and lefs to art. 

In the midft of the park St. Helen’s fpring is .a favourite fpot, to which the nobility 
and gentry, and the lower clafs of people refort, in July, as to a kind of fair. Many 
tents and booths are eredled for the reception of the company ; fomctimcs tlie royal 
family make their appearance ; and the common peojile edeem themfelves very im- 
fortunate, if they do not talle the waters ol the fpi iiig every ye:;r.' The weather being 
fine, and the feafon delightful, we roved with pleiUurc about the woods, enjoying the 
beauties of unadulterated nature, and walked to the hermitage, a building Handing in the 
molt elevated part, and commanding an e.vtcnfive view over the Baltic, the ille of Huen, 
and the coaft of Sweden. 


Chap. W.—Antient form of Government in Dcnjnark.—Revolution of 1660.—-C/w/g.-? 

of the Conflitution from an defied and limited^ to an licrediiary and ahfolute Monarchy. 

UNTIL the middle of the lafl; century the crown of Denmark was eleftive. I’he 
fupreme legillative authority refided in the three ellates of the realm, the nobles, clergy, 
and commons, aflembled in a diet by means of reprefentatives ; the executive power 
was veiled in the King, and fenate, compofed of (he principal nobles. The King w'as 
little more than prelident of thg fenate, and commander of the army; the regal pre¬ 
rogative being circumferibed by a capitulation, or charter of privileges, ratified by the 
fovereign at his accelfion. Although the crown was always continued in the fame fa¬ 
mily, and uniformly conferred on the eldcfl: fon; yet the new prince was conftrained to 
purchafe his fucceffion to the throne by farther immunities. 

Such was the Hate of affairs until the fingular revolution of 1660 eftabliffied, almofl 
without the concurrence of the fovereign, an hereditary and abfolute monarchy : ex¬ 
hibiting ah inftance, which ftands unparalleled in the annals of hiftory, of a people, who 
fpontaneoully renounced their freedom, and iiivelted their limited governor with un¬ 
bounded authority. 

Frederic III. who, on the death of Jiis father Chriftian IV. afeended the throne by 
the free ele&ion of the ftates, figned a charter of rights, confifting of fifty-four articles ; 
among which feveral new privileges were confirmed to the lenate, whereby they were 
enabled to engrofs the whole adminiftration of affairs. Frederic poffelfed in the ordi¬ 
nary occurrences of life a mild and equitable temper of mind, and was apparently in¬ 
different to ambition or glory. If his dominions had not been invaded by a powerful 
rival, he would have fcarcely been noticed by his contemporaries. But as, during his 
reign, the very being of Denmark, as a kingdom, was at ftake, and he was called to 
aflion by the moll imminent danger which a fovereign could experience, he fuddenly 
furmounted his natural apathy; his mind acquired unufual vigour; and he exhibited 
proofs of courage, prudence, and perfeverance, not Inferior to the molt confummate 
heroes of his time, Thefe circumftances placed his charaflcr in an exalted point of 
view; while his gentlenefs and moderation prevented the umbrage which is apt to be 
conceived by a free people againft their fovereign. Thus, from being thought incapa¬ 
ble of interefted defigns, and yet equal to the talk of carrying the moll adventurous into 
execution, he became', front accidental fituation of his affairs, the inffrument of 
acComplilhiftg an important revolution, which totally changed the form of the Daniffi 
government. 


When 
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When Charles Gudavus, King of Sweden, broke the treaty of Roikild, which he 
had figned, and in' 165!^ appeared fuddenly before Copenhagen at the head of a pow¬ 
erful army, he efteemcd himfelf fecure of fuccefs, and made a prefent of Zealand to 
Admiral Wrangel. He even publicly boafted that he would re-unite the three crowns 
of Sweden, Denmark, and Norway, and would then, like another Alaric, march into 
Italy, at the head of the Gothic nations. The internal weaknefs and civil commotions 
of Denmark feemed almoll: to juftify thefe vaunts : the fate of the whole kingdom de¬ 
pended on the fafety of Copenhagen; and yet, fuch was the deplorable condition of 
the capital, that Frederic was advifed to retire from a place which feemed untenable, 
and to efcape cither to Holland or Norway. The fortifications had been long ne- 
glc£ted; it contained a garrifon of only a thoufand regular troops; had not fufficient 
provifions to ftand a fiege; almoft deftitute of every means of rcfiftance, and crouded 
with inhabitants and fugitives. 

But Frederic, roufed by this dangerous crifis of affairs, difeovefed at once the moft 
undaunted courage ; he declared his refolution of defending his capital to the laft ex¬ 
tremity, and of burying himfelf under its ruins. His condu£b during the fiege an- 
fwered thefe profeflions; he gave his orders with calmnefs and intrepidity j he was 
foremoft in all places of danger, and among the laft who retreated. 

His zeal was feconded by the undaunted fpirit of his queen, Sophia Amelia, Princefh 
of Brunfwick Imnenburgh *, who, during the whole conteft, was indefatigable in ani¬ 
mating the befieged ; ftie partook of their fatigues, rode night and day round the ram¬ 
parts, and obferved every occurrence with the vigilance of a centinel, and the coolnefs 
of a veteran. The prefence and adivity of both fovereigns, gUve frefh vigour to the 
garrifon and citizens of Copenhag^'n: they braved every danger, and even bound 
themfelves, by an oath, to perifh, rather than to furrender. Their zeal was ftill fur¬ 
ther excited by the policy of Frederic, w'ho extorted from the nobles an increafe of the 
immunities of the citizens, and pafl'ed an edict, figned by himfelf and the principal fe- 
nators, permitting them to pofi'efs lands, and enjoy all the rights of nobility. Thus ani¬ 
mated and encouraged, the burghers formed themfelves into companies, and vied with 
the regular foldicrs in fubmitting to the rigour of military difeipline. In a word, by their 
invincible fpirit, Copenhagen held out from the 8th of Auguft 1658, to the conclufion 
of the peace, on the 27 th of May 1660, when the Swedilh army evacuated Zealand. 

The imminent danger which had threatened the ruin of Denmark no fooner fubfided, 
than Frederic relapfed into his conllitutional indolence; and feems, (if we may judge 
from the moll: authentic accounts) to have had but a fmall lhare in the fubfequent re¬ 
volution. It appears indeed to have been as cafual as it was fudden : the ell'eft only 
of the imperious c®ndu£t of the nobles, of the jealoufies and refentment of the other or¬ 
ders, and of the high opinion which the people conceived of their king, to whom they 
juftly attributed the prefervation of Copenhagen, and the fafety of the kingdom ; while 
they imputed to the faftions of the nobles the evils which they had lately experienced. 

On the fignature of the peace a diet wasfummoned at Copenhagen, to take into con- 
fideration the ftate of the Idngdom, exhaufted with debts, and defolatcd by the mife- 
ries of war. 

This diet, the laft ever convened in Denmark, aflembled at Copenhagen on the 8th 
of September 1660. The nobles, inftead of endeavouring to conciliate the other or¬ 
ders by a moderate conduft, increafed the public difeontents by ihe moft arrogant be-. 
haviour. The deputies of -the clergy and commons united againft them j and the 

* Memoires de Terloii, p. 333. 
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citizens of Copenhagen (who, having acquired CTeat credit by the glorious defence of 
the capital, formed a confiderable party) were highly difgufted at their remonftrance 
againft the immunities granted by the King during the fiege. In this temper of parties, 
when the neceflary fupplies were brought forward, the nobles propofed an excife on all 
articles of confumption, and exprelfed themfelves willing to fubmit to it, though their 
order was by law exempted from all taxes: they accompanied this offer with a remon-* 
flrance to the King, in which they endeavoured, not only to reclaim raanv obfolete pri¬ 
vileges, but to gain frefli immunities, and introduce many other regulations, which 
tended to diminilh the royal prerogative, and chccl^ the rifmg influence of the commons 
and clergy. 

The propofal of fuch a tax, and this imprudent remonftrance, excited great heats in 
the diet; the clergy and commons contended that the offer was infldious, as the nobles 
would only pay the excife during their continuance in the towns, but refufe to fubmit to 
it while they refided on their eftates. On this ground they objefted to the tax on any 
other condition, but that of being levied equally on all ranks without referve or reftric- 
tion. The nobles not only perfifted in the plea of exemption, but even refufed to be 
fubjeft to it for more than three years, under pretence that every impoft was an infringe¬ 
ment of their privileges. Being, however, intimidated by the decifive refufal of the 
other deputies, they fliifted their ground, propofed new duties on ftamped paper and 
leather, and offered, inftead of the excife on confumption, to pay a poll-tax for their 
peafants. The clergy and commons at firft approved thefe additional imports; but af¬ 
terwards retraced, under pretence that they would not produce a fum adequate to the 
exigencies of the nation. It is not certain from what caufe this alteration of their fen- 
timents was derived *; whether the taxes would really have been inadequate, or were 
to be granted for too ihort a time; or whether, urged by other motives, they were fe- 
cretly defirous of obtaining more effential and durable advantages over the nobles. 
Probably all thefe motives operated on different perfons; the latter efpecially feems to 
have had great influence; bccaufe, in lieu of the above-mentioned duties, the deputies 
propofed that the royal fiefs and domains, which the nobles exclufi'vely poffeffed at a 
moderate rent, Ihould be farmed to the higheft bidders. This propofal irritated the no¬ 
bles who juftly deemed it an infraftion of their deareft privileges > as, by the forty- 
fixth article of the coronation oath taken by Frederic, the poffeflion of the royal fiefs 
was guaranteed to their order. In the heat of the conteft on this article, one of the 
chief fenators imprudently threw out reproachful expreflions againft the Commons, 
which raifed a general ferment in the affembly j and the deputies of the clergy and com¬ 
mons broke up the meeting. 

In this ftruggle the friends of the court began to interpofe. It was eafily feen, that 
the deputies, difgufted with the nobles, would eagerly embrace that ofcafion of hum¬ 
bling the whole order; and no way feeraed more likely to infure fuccefs than by render¬ 
ing the crown hereditary, and exalting the regal prerogative on the ruin of the nobility. 
They never could expeft that fo favourable an opportunity fhould again occur; the diet 
was affembled in a fortified town, the citizens were ftili in arms, and all of them, as well 
as the garrifon, devoted to the King. , ■ 

It is fcarcely poflible to trace, at this diftance of time, all the fecret fprings which ac¬ 
tuated the deputies on this extraordinary occafion. It only appears, from good autho- 
. rity, that the two perfons who had the principal fliare in the revolution were the crea¬ 
tures of the court, and had, before the meeting of the diet, concerted a plan of hum- 

• Mallet, p. 4-jy. 
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bling the nobility* with a confidential femnt* of the crown ;* thefe perfotts were Svane, 
bifiiop of Zealand and prefidetit of the order of the clergy, and Nanfen, Burgomafter 
ofCopenhagwi and Speaker of the Commons. We.have no reafon, however, to con¬ 
clude, that they intended to proceed further than to humble the ariftocnitical party, and 
make feme neceflary changes in the conftitution; but the obftinacy of the nobles en¬ 
larged their views, and induced the deputies not only to render the crown hereditary, 
but to veft the whole power in the hands of the King. 

While the defign was in agitation, Frederic felt, or affefted to feel, an almoft total 
indifference to the event; and though he expreffed himfelf inclined to accept the oflFer 
of hereditary fucceffion, if obtained by the unanimous confent of all the eftates, yet he 
refufed to take any aflive part in the whole proceeding. The Queen endeavoured to 
roufe him from this fupinenefs; but her influence, which was never before exerted in 
vain, proved now ineffeftual: being not inclined, however, to follow his example, fhe 
caballed with the leaders of the clergy and commons, and difplayed that fpirit of intrigue 
and daring enterprize which had fb long marked her character, in contraft with .the 
riiild and pafTive acquiefcence of the King. 

On the feceffion of the deputies, which the obftinacy of the nobles had provoked, the 
hint of rendering the crown hereditary was fuggefted by the bifhop of Zealand; and fe- 
veral partizans being gained, a numerous meeting was held at his palace on the 6th of 
Oftober, in which the fcheme was laid open and approved. An aft for declaring the 
crown hereditary was drawn up j and the mode of proceeding was concerted between 
the chiefs of the party and Gabel, the favourite of the King, who held a feparate con¬ 
ference with the bifhop and Nanfen that afternoon. During the whole night and the 
following day, repeated meffages pafted between fome of the deputies and the emiftaries 
of the Queen. 

On the morning of the 8th of Ofloberf, the bilhop of Zealand, having obtained.the 
confent and fignature of the ecclefiaftical deputies to the declaration of hereditary fuc* 
ceftion, delivered it to Nanfen. The latter, in a moft perfuafive fpeech, expatiated on 
the wretched ftate of the kingdom, oppreflive power of the nobles, and virtues of the 
the King, and concluded with exhorting the Commons to fubferibe the a^ as the only 
means of fdving their country. Having firll figned it himfelf^ his example was followed 
by each deputy without one diffenting voice. 

During thefe intrigues the nobles remained in fullfecurity, and without the leaft fuf- 
picbn; as the Cpmmons had, the fame day in which they figned the declaration, de¬ 
bated on the taxes, and drawn up a remonftrance againft the nobles, without alluding to 
the fecret tranfaftion. On the 9th this remonftrance was prefented to Frederic in form 
by the bifhop and Nanfen; and the Commons, on returning from the palace, had a vio¬ 
lent altercation with the fame chief fenator who had before offended them, and who 
then threatened them with imprifonment for prefuming to approach the King without ac¬ 
quainting the order of nobles j a threat which ferved only to ftrengthen theif* refolution. 

Rumours of the projeft had by this time reached the npbles ‘/but they had fcarcely 
aflembled to confider the moft efticacious methods of defeating it J, before the deputies 
of the clergy and burghers entered the hall. Having taken their feats, Nanfen, after a 
fhort fpeeci^ delivered to them the declaration for rendering the crown hereditary in 

* l\ioIcfworth fays, with Hannibal Sehefted, and Holberg, with Gabel the King’s favouiite. Probst- 
bly they were both itf tbfc right, as it is eify to fuppofc that both were confulted on the beeftfion. 

f Holberg, iii. p.479. 

Probably on the 10th of Oftobri*, at Mallet conjeftures. 
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the family of the King. The nobles were thrown into general condemation by fo Hid¬ 
den and dedfive a communication. Conceiving it, however, imprudent to negative the 
propofal, they endeavoured to gain time; and replied accordingly, that declaratSSn; 
yet a matter of fuch confequence del'erved the mod mature difcuffion. Nanfen, per¬ 
ceiving the drift of this delay, anfwered, they came not to deliberate but to a£t; they 
had already taken their refolution *, they would lofe no time in debate; if the nobles 
rcfufcd to concur, they would themlelves repair to the palace, not doubting that the 
King would gracioully accept their proffered declaration. During thefe proceedings, 
the nobles fecretly difpatched a mclfage to the King, that they were willing to render 
the crown hereditary in the male line of his iffue, provided it was done with the accuf- 
tomed formalities; a propofal his inajefty rejefted as a circumftance not defirable, un- 
lefs the right of fucceflion was extended to the females alfo. He added, with great ap¬ 
pearance of moderation, that he by no means wifhed to preferibe rules for their con¬ 
duct 5 they w'ere to follow the didates of their own judgment; as for his part, he would 
owe every thing to their free confent, but could not accept the ofter with the limitation 
propofod. 

The nobles, who waited with anxiety for the return of the meflenger, kept the bufi- 
nefs in fufpenfe by declining their dired aflent to the declaration, and propofinga fur¬ 
ther confideration of the fubjed. The other deputies then quitted the aflembly, and re¬ 
paired in folemn proceflion to the court; leaving the nobles in a ftate of irrefolution and 
diflradion. 

The deputies being admitted, the bilhop of Zealand addrefled the King on the refolu¬ 
tion taken by the clergy and commons; offering, in their name, to render the crown 
hereditary, and inveft him with alifolute authority; adding, they were ready to facrifice 
their lives in defence of an effablifhment fo falutary to their country. Frederic, in re¬ 
ply, thanked them for their favourable intentions; but mentioned the approbation of 
the nobles as a neceffary condition, though he had no doubt of their concurrence when 
they fhould have had time to. accompany the declaration with the neceflary formalities: 
he aflured them of his protedion, promifed a redrefs of all grievances, and difmilTed 
them with an exhortation to continue their fittings, until they fhould have brought 
their defign to perfedion, and he could receive their voluntary fubmiffioh with due fo- 
lemnity. 

The reader will obferve, with much, furprize, that in all the public occurrences be¬ 
fore this audience, the only affair apparently in agitation, was to change the form of go¬ 
vernment from an eledive to an hereditary monarchy; no mention was made of en¬ 
larging the powers of the crown, or of the ftill more extraordinary fcheme of rendering 
the King abfolute. It is probable, if the nobles had immediately confented to the declara¬ 
tion, that this cclfion might not have taken place. Was there no medium between here¬ 
ditary right and arbitrary power ? Or can we fuppofethat, according to the fyftem of the 
Danifh law, arbitrary power was neceffarily implied in hereditary right ? Something like 
this was probably the cafe; as it is hardly poffible to conceive that, when the deputies 
of the commons and clergy had voted only for the declaration, the bifhop, of his own 
accord, fhould add the gift of unlimited authority. It often happens, that people are 
more affefted by appearances than realities. The bare mention of arbitrary power 
would have revolted the deputies; while the fubftance, being included in the popular 
expreffion of hereditary right, was paffecl without referve. 

On the abrupt departure of the deputies, the nobles could not agree what plan to 
^urfue in this aiaming crifis. Tliey were not, indeed, unanimous in their motives of 
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oppofition, being divided into three principal parties *: the firft confifted of thofe who 
were devoted to the court, and favoured the declaration of the Commons; the fecond, 
of thofe who were confcious that fome change in the conftitution was requifite, but un* 
certain how far to proceed ; the third, the moil confiderable in number, was corapofed 
of thofe who were determined to affert their own privileges to the laft extremity, and 
ftrenuoufly oppofe the leaft alteration. It was no wonder, therefore, that they came to 
no refolution, butpoftponed their final determination to the meeting in the afternoon. 
"While they were thus wavering, the court and the popular party took the neceffary pre¬ 
cautions to force them to a concurrence. It was feared that the enterprize might fail 
of fuccefs, Ihotdfi'the nobles quit Copenhagen and break up the diet, on the jull :."e- 
tence that it was held in a fortified town, under awe of a garrifon devoted to the court. 
Indeed, feveral had already made their cfcape, and others leemed inclined to follow their 
example. In confequence of thefe apprehenfions, the King ilTucd orders to (hut the 
gates; and this fpirited meafure had fuch an inftant effect on the nobles, that, abandon¬ 
ing all further refinance, they difpatched deputies to'the court, announcing their willing- 
nefs to concur with the Commons f. 

Accordingly, on the 16th of Odober, the eftates annulled, in themoft folemn man¬ 
ner, the capitulation or charter figned by the King at his acceffion, abfolved him frotn 
his engagements, and cancelled all the limitations impofed on his' fovereignty. The 
whole was finally clofed by the public ceremony of doing homage and taking the new 
oath, which was performed on the 18th. On that day feveral fcaffolds were ere£led 
before the palace, adorned with fcarlet cloth and tapefiry, and furnifhed with rows of 
benches j on an elevated platform were placed two chairs of ftate, under a canopy of 
velvet, for the King and Queen.; thefe fcaffolds communicated with the palace by an 
open gallery. At the appointed time, the citizens of Copenhagen, forming twelve com¬ 
panies, were drawn up on each fide of the gallery; the garrifon furrounded the plat¬ 
form, and the avenues leading to it; while the regiment of guards fecured the'rear. 
At mid-day the King and Queen, attended by the royal family, preceded by the nobles, 
and accompanied by the officers of ftate, repaired in folemn proceflion, amid drums 
and trumpets, to the platform; and when the nobles, the deputies of the clergy and 
commons, had taken tfieir places, the chancellor proclaimed |: 

“ Since it has pleafed the Almighty, by the unanimous and voluntary refolution of 
the ftates, that this kingdom Ihould be rendered hereditary in the perfon of his Majefty 
our Lord the King, and of his pofterity male and female; his Majefty, after thanKing 
the ftates for this proof of their afteftion and zeal, not only promiles to all his good 
and faithful fubjeft, to govern them as a chriftian and merciful prince ought to do, but 
alfo to eftablifli a form of government, under which they flull be fecure of enjoying the 
fame advantages under his fucceffors; and as this unanimous refolution of the ftates 
requires a new oath of allegiance, his Majefty difeharges the ftates from all thofe oaths 
which they had formerly taken, affuring each perfon in particular of his royal favour 
and proteftion.” After which all perfons who were prefent took the new oath of al¬ 
legiance. 

The revolution being thus accompHlhed, a new form of government was promulgated* 
under the title of the "Royal Law of Denmark. It confifts of forty articles; the moft 
remarkable are the following § : ' 

The hereffitary Kings of Denmark and KTorway lhall be in effeft, and ought to be^, 
efteemed by their fubjeds, the only fupreme head on earth j they lhall be above all 

• Holberg. f Ibid. Mallet. f Letcres fur le Danncniarc. Malkt. 
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human laws, and fliall acknowledge, in all ecclefiaftical and cIvU afeirs, no higher* 
)ower than God alone. The King fhall enjoy the right of making and interpreting the- 
aws, of abrogating, adding to, and difpenfing with them. He may alfo annul all the 
aws which either he or his predeceffors lhall have made, excepting this royal law, 
which muft remain irrevocable, and be confidered as the fundament-al law of the flate. 
He has the power of declaring war, making peace, impofing taxes, and levying contri¬ 
butions of all forts, &c. &c. 

Then follow the regulations for the order of fucceffion, the regency in cafe of mino¬ 
rity, for the majority of the King, for the maintenance of the royal family; and, after 
enumerating all the poflible prerogatives of regal uncircurafcribed authority, as if fuffi- 
cicnt had not yet been laid clown, it is added in the twenty-fixth article: ** All that we 
have hitherto faid of power and eminence, and fovereignty, and if there is any thing fur¬ 
ther which has not been exprefsly fpecihed, lhall all be comprifed in the following words; 
The liing of Denmark and Nftrway lhall be the hereditary monarch, and endued with 
the highell; authority, infomuch that all that can be faid and written to the advantage 
of a chriftian, hereditary, and abfolute King, lhall be extended under the moft favour* 
able interpretation, to the hereditary King or Queen of Denmark and Norway,” &c. 
&c. * 

On reviewing the principal circumftances which led to this revolution, we cannot but 
remark, that the nobles were the viflims of their own imprudence and obftinacy. Had 
they yielded in due time, they might have fecured many of their privileges; but not 
complying uttjil their concurrence was fcarcely necelftiry, they could not command any 
compenfation for what they could not retain, and furrendered with the moft evident 
reluftance. The deputies of the clergy and -of the towns were hurried away by their 
refentnient againft that order, whofe tyranny they had long experienced, and whofe fu¬ 
ture afcendancy they dreaded; and they were fo warmly animated by their admiration- 
of the King, that they thought no'facrilice too great which could afture him of their 
confidence, and teftify their gratitude. Strange infatuation! that they Ihould difcover 
no means of humbling their opprelfors, and fecuring their own immunities, without the 
cllablilliment of an abfolute government! Might they not have loofened the King’s 
lhackles without tearing them off? The referve of the JegilJatiYe power, and right of 
taxation in the three eftates, would fufSciently have fecured the freedom of the people, 
as well againft the encroachments of the crown, as againft the infolence of a proud no¬ 
bility. But the voice of reafon is feldom heard amid the tumult'of public animofitics and 
the uproar of fadion. 

“ Thus this great affair,” concludes Lord Molefworth, “ was finilhed; and the 
kingdom of Denmark, in four days’ time, changed from an eftate little differing from 
arilf ocracy, to as abfolute a monarchy as any is at prefent in the world.” But thefe ex- 
preflions have been confidered as too ftrong by feveral of the native hiftorians; and an 
i nglilh author t, who wrote againft iiis account of Denmark by delire of the Dani& 
mlnifter, has contrarii£led his conclufion; becaufe Frederic III. did not abufe his powers 
and becaufe he confirmed the privileges of the different orders. But furely when the 
fovereign, according.to the expreflions of the royal law, is declared “ independent- 
upon earth, acknowledging no higher power than God; when-he has an unlimited. 

* The reader will find aa abridged extrad of the feveral:articles in Molefworth, p. i8(J ; and.a French 
trattilaticn in Lettres fnf le Dannemarc, p. iiS; which. tranHation is alfo infertjed in MalletU Hid. de 
Sanncnarc, vol. ill. p. 475. ^ 

f King’s Animadvcrfiuns on a pretended Account of Denmark, in which' the author animadverts upoo’ 
feveral aiideprefcotatiuns of Lord Molefworth. 
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autboritv to make, alter, repeal, and difpenfe with laws'J when he alone can make peace 
and declare war; fonn alliances and levy taxes; when, in a word, he enjoys all the 
rights and prerogatives which an hereditary, abfolute, defpotic King can enjoy what 
iignify privileges which he can annul at pieafure ? of what force are laws which he can 
repeal with a word ? Allowing, what is true, that the Kings of Denmark have feldom 
abufed their authority; and without pretending to deny that the tyranny of the nobles 
had rifen to an excelfive height ; yet wc furely may conclude, that it would have been 
happier for the kingdom, h^ the power ol the crown been duly circumlcribed, while 
the rights of the nobles were qualified, not aboliOied; and the people contmued fub* 
jeds of a limited monarchy, nut eflflavcd to arbitrary dominion* 
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THE following table exhibits the population in the Daniih domimons r 


No. of Inhabiunti. 


13 

S 

a 

Q 


(^Diocefe of Zealand, including the ifles of Zealand, 
Moen, and Bornholm 

Diocefe of Funen, including the ifles of Funen. 

Langeland, Lolland, and Falfter 
Dbcefe of Aarhuusi 


■ 

-i 


Ditto Riber i » .1 j 

Ditto Aalborg 

(.Ditto Viborg J 

Ifles of Feroe 

Diocefe of Agerhuus 
Ditto Chriflianfand 

Ditto Berghen 

^ l^Ditto Drontheim 

C Diocefe of Scalholt 
^ Ditto Holun 
Duchy of Slefwick 

Duchy of Holftein belonging to the King 

Duchy of Cluckfburgh 

Diftria of Kiel - - - 

Number of fbuls in the Danifli dominions 


S 1 Dit 


Iceland. 


:)l 


283,466 

143,988 

117,942 

99*923 

80,872 

59*3999 


215*043*) 

113,024 I 

*30,352 f 

164,722^ 

' 34 , 2*6 7 

***9855 


785*590 

4*754 

623,141 

4^,201 

243*605 
*34,665 
10,072 

75*000 

*1,022,028 


The revenues of Denmark are principally derived from the cuiloms, duties on ex. 
ports and imports, excife on proviflons and liquors, polLtax f, tax on ranks, on places,. 

* Since thk was written, the population has iitcreafed, and may now be eftimated at two miUto^s three 
hundred thoufaad. 

t The poU-taj^take* place only in Denmark; it was at firft laid on the inhabitants of Norway, but has* 
been aholiihed, and another impuA fnbftituted in its room j the peafants, who are all free in that kingdom, 
having confidered it as a badge of flavery. The towns of Altona and Bornholm are alfo exempted from it, 
on the payment of an annual compenlation, 

penfions. 
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penfions, and perc^mfites, on marriages*, land-tax, excife, quit-rents of the rop! de- 
xnefnes, licences ot public-houfes, privilege of diftilling fpirits, for hunting and Ihooting 
in the royal manors, leafes on farms and faw-mills, profits of the mines, flumped paper, 
duty on on cards, &c. &c. 

Revenues. 


Land-tax 
Sound duties t 
Poll-tax and other taxes 
Extraordinary contributions | 


j^.800,000 

100,000 

300,000 

200,000 


Expenditure in 1784. 

Civil lift . 

Army « _ - 

Navy - - 

Payment of debts 

Penfions ... 

Jointure of the Queen-dowager 
Income of Prince Frederice 


1,400,000 


j^.4OO,O0Q 
400,000 
200,000 
200,000 
160,000 
16,000 

80 CO 


S;C*>» 384 >ooo 


* The tax on tnarrlagea, as I am informed, lias been aboltflied fince my departure from Denmark; a tax 
which no wife leginature would ever impofe; and if impofed by inadvertence, would take the firit opportu¬ 
nity of repealing, as highly detrimental to the real interefts of the community. This tax was as equitably 
laid on in Denmark as 10 injudicious an impoll was capable of being diftributed, the puafauts and lower clafs 
of people being exempted.—“ La portion la plus noinbreufe,” fays the author of Les Lettres fur le Danne- 
marc, “ et la plus pauvre de la focietd, les payfans, les matelots, ct les foldats, n’y font pas alTujettis: mais 
fi le nsaviage doit Cire encourage par toutes les voics poffiblcs, a plus forte raifon ni^riic-t-il d’etre librc de 
toute charge. Celle qui fi paye ici eil fi modique, qu'elle ne forme pas un grand obdacle a la population,” 

P* ’^ 1 - 

+ The importance of the Sound duties to the government of Denmark, may be inferred from the number 
of veiTels which palTed the Sound in 1782: 


Englilh 

- 

- 


1264 

Danilb 

- 

- 

- 

1634 

Swediih 


• 

. 

2121 

Ruifian 

• 

. 

• 

>58 

Dutch 

• 

- ' 


16 

Portuguefc 

Pruilian 

• 

• 


38 

1907 


From Dantzic 

• 


528 

Lubec 

• 


112 

Bremen 

m 


240 

Hamburgh 

m 


S° 

Roftock 

•m 

’ . 

89 

Venice 

• 

•» 

a 

Auftrian Netherlands 

•I 

• 

J 

505 


8465 

In 1800, nine thoufand and forty-eight veflels entered the Sound ; and in feme years even twelve thou- 
fand. 

Among the extraordinary contributions is the tax on honours and rank, laid in the following propor¬ 
tion :—Pcvlons of the fir ft rank pay annually 80 rix-dollar, or ifil.; of the fccond 14I. j of the third 81 .; 
fourth 61 .; fifth 3I 4s.; fixth 3I.; feventh 2I. Ss.; eighth il. 128.} and ninth il. 48. AUtheplaces and 
penfions are rated in the following proportion;—Penfions not lefs than 400rix-dpUars,or Sol. and up¬ 
wards, pay ten per cent,} from 70I. to 80!. 8 per cent. 5 from 60I. to 70I. 7 per cent $ from 50I. to 60I. 
5 per cent,; from 40!. to 50I. 4 percent.; from 30I. to4ol. 3 per cent.; and from 20I. to 30I. 2 per cent. 

t Since this was written, the revenue and expenditure have been fomewhat augmented, and the debt con- 
Adcrably decreafed. 


The 
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The public debt in 1785 amounted to 3,600,000!., of which in time of peace about 
2oo,oool. is annually liquidated. Lately, however, the liquidation of the debt owing 
to the fubje£ls has been made in bank-notes. Although this meafure faves to the na¬ 
tion the payment of the intereft of four per cent in money, yet it too much promotes 
the increafe of paper currency. The bank-notes are not exchanged at Hamburgh, 
except under a difcount from 16 to 20 per cent. There is but little fpecie in the coun¬ 
try ; that collefted from the Sound duties being chiefly appropriated to the intereft of 
the foreign debt, and tho appointments of perfons employed in Holftein ; and the pro¬ 
duce of the filver mines at Kongfberg fcarcely exceeds 50,000!. per annum. 

The army of Denmark is compofed, j. of the troops of Denmark and Holftein; 
and, 2. of Norway. 

1. The forces of Denmark and Holftein are divided into, i. Regulars ; 2. National 
or militia. Thefe forces (the foot and horfe guards excepted, who are all regulars) 
are not feparated, as in our army, into diftindl regiments. 

Before the late augmentation, every regiment of infantry, when complete, confiftcd 
of twenty.fix officers, and one thoufand fix hundred and thirty-two privates, divided into 
ten companies of fufileers, and two of grenadiers. Of thefe one thoufand fix hundred 
and thirty-two privates, four hundred and eighty, who are chiefly foreigners enlifted in 
Germany, are regulars. The remaining one thoufand one hundred and fifty-two are 
the national militia, or peafants, who refide on the eftates of the landholders, each 
eftate furnifhing a certain number in proportion to its value. Thefe national troops 
are occafionally exercifed in fmall corps on Sundays and holidays ; and are embodied 
once every year, for about feventecn days, in their refpeftive diftrifbs. By an addi¬ 
tion of ten men to each company, a regiment of infantry was increafed to one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-eight, including officers. 

The cavalry is on the fame footing; each regiment confifting of feventeen officers, 
including ferjeants and corporals, five- hundred and fixty-five privates, divided into five 
fquadrons. Of thefe about two hundred and fixty are regular, and the remainder na¬ 
tional troops. The regiments of foot and horfe guards are regulars; the former is 
compofed of twenty-one officers, and four hundred and fixty-five men, in five compa¬ 
nies, and the latter of feven officers, and one hundred and fifty four men, in two fqua¬ 
drons. 

2. The forces of Norway are all national troops or militia, excepting the two regi¬ 
ments of Sudenfield and Nodenfield; and as the peafants are free, the forces are le¬ 
vied in a different manner from thofe of Denmark. Norway is divided into a certain 
number of diftriSs, each of which furnifhes a foldier. All the peafants are, at their 
birth, regiftered for the militia ; and the firft on the. lift fupplies the vacancy for the 
diftrift to which he belongs. After ferving from ten to fourteen years, they are ad¬ 
mitted among the invalids; and, when they have attained the feniority of that corps, 
receive their difmiflion. . Thefe troops are not continually under arms, but are occa¬ 
fionally exercifed, like the national forces of Denmark. A fixed ftipend is affigned to 
the officers, nearly equal to that of the officers in the regulars ; but the common fol- 
diers do not receive pay, except when in adual fervice, or performing their annual ma¬ 
noeuvres. 

The army is fupplied with officers by the Academy of Land Cadets, inftiiuted by 
Frederic IV. where feventy-four cadets are inftrufted in the military fciences at the 
royal expence. According to a lift of the Danifli army printed in the appendix, the 
total number of troops confifted, in 1785, of fixty-fix thoufand nine hundred and 
nine. 

Navy. 
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Navy. From their infular Htuation, the Danes have always excelled as a maritime 
people. In the earlier ages, when piracy was an honourable profeflion, they were a 
race of pirates, and iffued from the Baltic to the conqueft of England and Normandy. 
•And though, fince the improvement of navigation by the invention of the compafe, 
other nations have rifen to a greater degree of naval eminence, Hill, however, the 
Danes, inhabiting a eluder of iOands, and poficding a large tra£l: of fea-coaft, are weU 
vcrfed in maritime affairs, and are the moll numerous, as well as the mod experienced 
failors of the North. During my day at Copenhagen I vifited the do(;k, and infpeded, 
with great attention, the fleet at anchor in the harbour. 

The expence of building the hulk of each Ihip amounted to aool. per gun, and to 
loool. when the veflel is completely rigged, and ready to fail, with four months’ pro- 
viilons. The greater part of -the oak is procured from Germany by contraft with the 
King of Prullia •. All the cannon, fliot, anchors and iron-work, are cad in Norway. 
The Danes procure flax, hemp, and mads from Kuflia, and pitch atid tar from Sweden; 
fhey have manufa&ories of cordage and fails, but not fuflicient for the ufe of the fleet: 
the remainder is obtained from Ruflia and Holland. 

The greater part of the Danifli navy is dationed in the harbour of Copenhagen, 
'which lies within the fortifications: the depth of water being only twenty-feet, the 
fhips have not their lower tier of guns on board, but take them in when they get out 
of port. " Beiides large magassines, each veflel has a feparate dorehoufe on the water’s 
edge, oppofite to which Ihe is moored when in harbour, and may by this means be in- 
. llantly equipped. The number of regidered feamen is fourteen, thoufand fix hundred, 
divided into two clafles; the fird comprifes thofe inhabiting the coads, who are allow¬ 
ed to engage in the fervice of merchant-fliips trading to any part of the world. Each 
receives 8 s. annually from the crown as long as he fends a certificate of his being alive; 
but is fubjefl to recal in cafe of war. The fecond comprehends the fixed failors, who 
are condantly in the employ of the crown, and amount to about four thouiand, ranged 
in four divifions, or forty companies: they are dationed at Copenhagen for the ordinary 
fervice of the navy, and work in the dock-yard. Each, when not at fea, receives i as. 
per month, befide a quantity of flour and other pfovifions; every two years a complete 
flit of clothes, and every year breeches, dockings, flipes, and a cap. Some are lodged 
in barracks. When they ftdl their pay is augmented to a os. per month. The marine 
artillery confids of eight hundred men, in four divifions. 

In 1779 4 ;he navy confided of thirty-eight ihips of the line, Including nine of fifty 
guns and one of forty-four^ and twenty frigates ; but if we except thofe which are con¬ 
demned, and thofe wilieh are allotted only for parade, we cannot edimate the fleet fo 
high as twenty-four fliips of the line, and fifteen frigates, fit for fervice: a number, 
however, fully adequate to the fituation of Denmark; and, if we include the excellence 
of the failois, it mud be edeemed as complete a navy as any in the North f. 

A Ihip of ninety guns, with its full complement, carries eight hundred and fifty men, 
of feventy guns feveii hundred, of fixty four guns fix hundred, of fifty guns four hun¬ 
dred and fifty, and a frigate of thirty-fix guns two hundred and fifty. Mod part of this 

* Holftein produces oaks, but not a fufficieut quantity; aud they are preferred in cafe of extrenae ne- 
celfity. 

f 'I'he author of the Voyaf^e de Deuit Frangois, givea the (late of the Dani(h navy in :79i- It difien 
little, as to nuinber,>from the ltd in the Appendix to this volume; and confids of one (hip of qinety guns; 
two of eighty: ten of feventy four >. five of feventy; fix of fixty-four; three of iixty } and three of fifty: 
befides (ive'old men of war, with eighteen frigates from forty two to twenty guns. Of this number 
iwelvc (hips of the line, and feven frigates were built fince 1774.—Voyage dc Deux Francois, voL i p. H4. 

7 fleef . 
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fleet Is generally moored at Copenhagen, except four or five ftiips of the line in the ports 
of Noriyay, a frigate ftationed off Elfinore, another lying off the ifle of Funen, and a 
fraaller veffel on the Elbe, befide a frigate or two which annually make a cruize* 

In 1779* tke year of tke armed neutrality, the northern powers fent out difterent ar¬ 
maments; that of Denmark, which was fitting out in the fpring, confiftedof ten fhips of 
the line, four frigates, and two floops of twenty guns ; and the expence of the equip¬ 
ment was chiefly fupplied by an additional duty of one per cent, laid on all imports, 
and half per cent, on exports. For manning this §eet onethoufand fixed failors were 
felefted, three thoufand five hundred regiftered from the country, and one thoufand 
marines. 

The chief nurfery * for naval officers is the Academy of Marine Cadets, inftituted by 
Frederic IV. in 1701. The foundation is for fixty cadets, who are maintained and in- 
ftrufted in the theory of navigation at the expence of the crown. Every year they 
make a cruize on board a frigate. Befide the original number, other youths are ad¬ 
mitted, under the name of volunteers, at their own expence. 

The eftabliihed religion of Denmark is the Lutheran. The hierarchy confifts of 
twelve bifliops, or fuperintendants ; fix in Denmark, four in Norway, and two in Ice¬ 
land. There is no archbifhop; but.the bilhop of Zealand, who is firft in rank, and 
the bifliop of Aggerhuus, are metropolitans. ' 

The annual revenues of the fees are; In Denmark: Zealand ibool.; Funen 760I.; 
Aarhuus 600I.; Aalborg 400I.; and Ripan 400I. In Norway: Chriftiana or Ag¬ 
gerhuus, 40ol.; Chriftianfand 600I.; Berghen 400I.; and Drontheim 400I. In Ice¬ 
land : Skalholt 150I.; and Holun 150I. Thefe two lafi biihoprics, although hr in¬ 
ferior in nominal value to the former, are, if we take into confideration the cheapnefs 
of living in Iceland, perhaps equal in real profits to the largeft of the others. 

The inferior clergy are provofts or archdeacons, parifh-priefts and chaplains. Each 
diocefe is divided into a certain number of diftrifts, of which the provofts have the in- 
fpeftion, and each diftria into parts. A large parilh, befide the principal church, has 
one or more chapels of eafe. The parifh-priefts receive their falaries -principally in 
glebe, tithes, and furplice fees, and in fome places from the voluntary contributions of 
the parifliioners. The profits vary in the different parts, according to the cheapnefs of 
provifions and other incidental circumftances. In Denmark the livings feldoin exceed 
400I., or fell fhort of 60I. per annum, Jutland excepted, in which peninfula there are a 
few fcarcely worth aol. In Norway the higheft may be rated at 200I., and the loweft 
at 60I. In Iceland fome parifhes fcarcely bring in 3I. or 4I. a year. A clergyman’s 
widow ufually receives the whole profit of her hufband’s cure for the year immediately 
following his deceafe, and a penfion from his fucceffor, amounting to the eighth of the 
annual income. 

Chap. IV.— Univerftty tf Copenhagen,'—Royal Academy of Sciences.—Royal Society for 
the Improvement rfNorthern hiftory and Languages.—Latin Schools in the Danijh Domi¬ 
nions.—Refearches into the Origin and Progrefs of Icelandic Literature,—Flora Danica. 
—Oeder and Midler.—Regeifufs on Shells^ 

COPENHAGEN contains, among other literary inftitutions, an univerfity, and an 
academy of fciences. The univerfity was founded in 1479, by Chriftian I. and has 
been augmented and amply endowed by his fucceffors ; amongit whom Chriftian VL 

* Lcttrei fur le Dannemark, p. 10. 
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was the greateft benefaftor. Under that monarch the univerfity was newly modelled, 
and fcveral regulations eftablifhed, which were calculated for the encouragement and dif- 
fiifion of learning. It has a confiderable fund ; the profeflbrs have liberal Salaries, and 
many Undents are ir.ftru£lcd gratis. 

'i'he Royal Academy of Sciences • owes its inftitution to the steal of fix literati, 
whom Cdniftiau VI. in, 1742, ordered to arrange his cabinet of medals. Thelo perfons, 
occafionally meeting for that jnvrpofe, extended their ilefigns; affociated others who 
w'ere ertiinent in fcveral branches of fciencc, and forming a literary fociety, employed 
themfelves in examining and explaining the hiftory and antiquities of their country. 
The Count of HoHtoiu w'annly patronifed the fociety, and at his recommendation 
Chrihian'VI. took it under his protedion, called it the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
endowed it with a fund, and ordered the members to join to their former purfuits, na¬ 
tural hillory, phyfics, and mathematics. In confequence of the royal favour, the 
members engaged with frelh zeal in their purfuits ; and the academy publilhed many 
volumes of tranfadions in the Danilh language, fome of which have been tranflated into 
Latin. ^ • 

About the fame period a fociety for the improvement of northern hiftory and lan¬ 
guages was inftitutccl by a few perfons, at the head of whom was Langebek, fince 
greatly diftinguilhed for his hiftorical publications. Thefe perfons contributed to a col- 
ledion of manuferipts, books, coins,.and other literary curiofities; and even advanced 
a fum of money to fupport the expence of the eftablilhment. Many new members 
being admitted, Chriftian VI. with his ufual zeal for letters, conftituted it, in 1746, a 
Royal Society, and afli^ned an apartment in the palace of Charlottenburgh for the place 
of meeting. This fociety has proved itfelf not unworthy of the royal protection; 
having given to the world feveral publications, containing hiftorical details, titles, do¬ 
cuments, diplomas, rare manuferipts, and charts, which tend to throw confiderable 
light on the annals of Denmark. 

Befide the univerfities of Copenhagen and Kiel, there is an academy at Soroe, two 
gymnafia at Odenfee and Altona, and a feminary for Laplanders at Berghen in Nor- 
\yay. There are various Latin fchools maintained at the. expence of the crown j nine¬ 
teen in Denmark Proper, four in Norway, eleven in Schlefivick, fixteen in Holftein, 
and two in Iceland. The largeft: fchools have a rector, or upper-mafter, a corre6tor^ or 
lower-mafter, and two or three colkga fchola, or afliftants : the fmalleft have only a 
reftor. The Calaries of the mafters vary from 60I. to 200I. a year. Each parilh is 
alfo provided with two or three fchools for the Danilh tongue: where children are in- 
ftrufted in reading, writing, and arithmetic. Thefe country fchool-mafters have in 
general a falary of about 12I. per annum, a hbufe, and a few other advantages. . 

I muft alfo mention two fchools at Copenhagen for. the children of. the nobility and 
gentry, who are unable to bear the expence of a liberal education; one for boys, and 
the other for females. The fchool for boys is under the diredion of Profeffor Tref- 
chow, Chaplain of the garrifon-church at Copenhagen, a gentleman of confiderable 
erudition, who, confidering it as an ad of charity, receives no recorapence for his 
trouble. An infpedor has 60I. per annum. The day fcholars pay only 61 , a year, and 
the boarders aol.: they learn hiftory, geography, and arithmetic, are inftruded in 

• Lettres fur le Ranncraark, vol. 1". p. 53. The Count of HTolftcin was the firft prefident 5 and the 
.fi* perfons who firft formed the defign, were John Gram, Joachim Frcdetic Ramus, Chriftian Louis 
Scheid, Marc Woldikey, Erie foutepidan, and Bernhard Moelman. See' Scn'pta a Soc. Haf. Edita. 
Vol. i. 
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the articles of religion, and have mailers for the German, French, and Engliih Ian- 
guages. ‘ , 

- In general the Danilh literati have particularly turned their refearches to the hiilory 
and antiquities of the north; on which fubjeds many curious works liave been printed, 
* and more‘'are preparing for public infpedUon. Among thofe who have greatly 
diftinguiihed therafelves in this branch of learning, muft be mentioned tlie names of 
Meuruus, Holberg, Olaus Wbrmius, Pontopidan ; and lately thofe of Langebek, 
Schoening *, and Suhm. 

Among the performances lately printed on thefe topics, thofe in the Icelandic tongue 
deferve particular notice; as they tend to throw confiderable light on the antiquities, 
hiftory and mythology of the northern nations.: Iceland being in the remote ages, while 
Sweden, Denmark, and Norway, were in a date of perpetual warfare, the rcpofitory of 
northern literature. On obferving fuch a number of Icelandic manuferipts as are con¬ 
tained in the Danifh libraries, I was greatly aftonifhed to find that Iceland, confidered 
by the antients as the Ultima Thule^ or the extremity of the world, and by us as fcarccly 
habitable, abounded in learning and feience, at a time when great part of Europe was 
involved in darknefs. 

Hiftory does not afeertain the firft population of Iceland ; when occupied by a co¬ 
lony of Nomegians in the latter end of the ninth century, it contained but few inhabi¬ 
tants, whofe anceftors wefe fuppofed to have emigrated from England or Ireland ; but 
whofe number was inadequate to refill the invaders. Afterwards other emigrants 
landing from Norway, Sweden, and Denmark, the original inhabitants were loft amid 
the fwarm of new fettlers, who introduced the worfiiip of Thor and Odin, and all the 
rites and cuftoms which prevailed among the nations of the neighbouring continent. 
Their language was the old Gothic or Teutonic,' the vernjicular tongue of the Swedes, 
Danes, and Norwegians, which, on account of their infular fituation, was preferved pure 
for a confiderable time. The alphabet was compofed of the Runic charafters, only fix- 
toon in number; yet to thefe Icelanders we are indebted for almoft all the hiftorical 
monuments of the northern nations now remaining. From them fprung the Scalds, 
thofe antient bards who have tranfmitted, in their hiftorical poems, the principal events 
which happened in thefe remote quarters of the world, from the arrival of Odin to the 
introduflion of chriftianity ; a period of barbarlfm and ignorance, which, without their 
labours, had been totally unknown to pofterity. Although thefe Scaldic odes blend oc- 
cafionally improbable narratives with hiftorical events j jet, as the intelligent critics 
may feparate fafls from fable, and truth from fiflion j and being the only fources of in¬ 
formation relative to the early affairs of the north, they muft be confidered as valuable 
monuments of antiquity. Tne recital alfo of thefe coinpofitions, at public entertain¬ 
ments, before the princes whofe deeds they celebrated, aqd who, as well as many e>ther 
perfons prefent, were well acquainted with the fubjed of the poem, affords a collateral 
proof of their authenticity f. 

Some 


* Langebek, who, among other learned publications, has pgt forth “ Scriptorea Rerum Danicarma 
Medii JEvi/’ .printed at the King’s expence, was a native of Jutland, and born in 1710; and, after a life 
devoted to the purfuits of learning, died about .1776. 

, Schoeuing, the learned editor of Snorro Sturlenfis Hifloria, and many other interclling works, was born 
at Schatnasin Norway, In 172a, and died in 1778 The curious reader, who is delirous of further infor¬ 
mation on this fubjed, will find an ample detail of the lives and writings of th^fc two indefatigable anti¬ 
quaries, in the prefaces to the fourth and fifth volumes of the Scriptorcs Keriini Danicarum, vhicTi publica¬ 
tion is continued by Subm, with the fame diligence and accuracy that diftinguiOted the judicious 
Langebek. 

f Snorro Sturlefon, who drew from thefe Scaldic odes many materials for his Chronicle of the Kings of 
Norway, thus fpeaks of them t 
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Some of thcfe odes were written in Runic charafters *, the far greater part, hovr- 
ever, were otviy configned to memory ; but on the introduftion ot chriftianity into Ice¬ 
land, in the latter end of the ninth century f, the Runic letters were exchanged for the 
Roman alphabet; fchools were founded ; the love of Jcience, which had in fome degree 
maintained itfelf, even when the inhabitants were in a (late of pagahifm, revived with 
frefli vigour, antient poems were collefted, many chronicles digefted into a regular 
form, and the traditions of pagan theology refcued from oblivion. The Icelanders 
poffeffed feveral hiftorians, long before a fmgle annalift appeared among the nations from 
■whom they were defcended. Their authors Illief, Are, and Saemund, who flouriflied 
in the eleventh century, preceded Saxo-Grammaticus and Sueno, the earliell of the 
Danilh, Swedifli, or Norwegian writers. 

*It would be an interefting fpecuiation in the theory of mankind, to afcertain, “ Iiow 
it came to pafs that a people difjoined from the reft of the world, few in number, de- 
preffed by poverty, and fituated in fo unfavourable a climate, fhould be capable, in thofe 
dark ages, of manifefting fuch a tafte for literature. Were we^etter informed of 
certain particulars relating to the ftate of the north daring thsiK remote ages, we 
might poflibly find the caufe of this phaenomenon, either in the poverty of the inha¬ 
bitants of Iceland, which drove them to feek their fortunes in the neighbouring coun¬ 
tries, or in the fuccefs of their firft bards at foreign courts, which excited their emula¬ 
tion, and at the fame time prepoffeffed ftrangers in their favour; or laftly, in the na¬ 
ture of their republican government, in which the talent of oratory, and the reputation 
of fuperior fenfe and capacity, are the dired roads to dignity, refpeft, and preferment 
To thefe caufes may perhaps be joined the political tranquillity of Iceland j amid the 
civil commotions that convulfed the neighbouring nations, the inhabitants had fufficient 
leifure for literary occupations; and fome may be induced to add the nature of their 
climate, which obliged them to feek for fome relief againft the tedioufnefs of long 
nights and continued darknefs 

But to return to the Icelandic authors. The raoft antient hiftorian.was Iflief, bifhop 
of Skallrolt: he was fon of GilTur Albus, a perfon of great diftindion in Iceland, and 
defcended from the antient kings of Denmark, who confiderably promoted the eftab- 


** Prtecipve carroina fumua fccuti, quae coram ipfis principibus aut eorum filiis fiint decantata, vera re- 
putante* omnia, qux iftia in carminibus de eorum geftis aut bellis memorise funt prodita. More quidem 
Skaldis eft receptum, prsecipue laudare, cui miniftrant. Aft nemo facile auderet, coram ipfo prineipe, lau- 
dea et fada cintarc, quse tarn ipfe quart) alii praifentes fcirent mera eife dgmenta. Hoc dedecori non laudi 
eflet.'* See Preface to Schoening's edition of Snorro Sturleniis,jp. 12. note. 

* •< Though we have no reafon to believe they were cut upon ftones, as was pradlifed among us, (no Ru¬ 
nic ftones having been found there, whofe age reaches to the times of paganifth) they ufed, however, to 
fcratch them on their bucklers, and fometimes on their ceilings and wails } and the Leutdaela Saga makes 
toeutionof one Olof of Hiardarhult, who had a large houfe built, on the beams and rafters of which remark¬ 
able ftories are faid to have been marked, in the fame manner as Thorkil Hake cut an account of his own 
deeds on bis bedftead and chair.’' Letters on Iceland, p. 15S. 

-|- In the Kriftni Saga, the introduflioD of chriftianity into Iceland is thus*rc-latcd : “ Thorwaldus, a per¬ 
fon of fome diftindtion in Iceland, the inhabitants of which -were all idolaters, happening, to travel through 
Saxony, commenced acquaintance with a certain bifhop, whofe name was Frederic; and being inftfudled by 
him in the Chriftian dodxrines, was baptised. _ He then prevailed upon the bifhop to return with him to 
Iceland, in order to convert the natives to chriftianity. And as the bifhop was ignorant of the language, 
Thorwddus, receiving inftiudion, preached to the people, and many were baptized This event, whmh 
laid the firft foundation of the Gofpel in Iceland, happened in the year 980.” See Kriftni Saga, p. 3, &c. 
• t Nonhern Antiquities, vol. i. p. 392. 

Ipfi in defoflis fpecubns fecura fab alti 

Otia agunt terr 4 —— 

Hie no£tem Judo ducunt. Vlrg. Georg. III. 37S. 
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fiffiment of chriftianity. Iflief was bom in ioo6; and, having received the firft rudi¬ 
ments of learning from his father, was fent, in the fixteenth year of his^ge, into Saxony, 
for the purpofe of completing his education, and made rapid advances in feveral 
branches of knowledge *. Being ordained prieft, he returned to Iceland; fixed his re- 
fidence at Skalholt, where his father had erefted a church, and preached the Gofpel 
with fervent and perfuafive eloquence. Iflief was the firft native bifliop of Iceland : he 
was raifed to that dignity in the fiftieth year of his age, at the requeft of the inhabitants, 
by particular defire of the Emperor Henry III. and during the pontificate of Leo IX. 
He was confecrated by the Archbifliop of Bremen, on the fixth of January 1056; and 
returning the fame year to Iceland, fixed the fee at Skalholt, where he continued until his 
death, which happened in 1080, in the feventy fifth year of his age. Iflief is defcribed 
as a perfon of a dignified afpe^l, affable, juft, and upright in all his aflions, liberal and 
beneficent, though, from the fcantinefs of his income, frequently expofed to extreme 
penury. The tame of his learning and piety being widely diffufed, many foreign 
biihops vifited Icelaad, for the purpofe of receiving his inftruftions; and his memory 
was fo highly reveretlt among his countrymen, that his name was efteemed fynonimous 
to fandity and erudition. . He married Dalla, daughter of Thorwal, by whom he had 
three fons, all celebrated for their talents and knowledge; but particularly Giffur, who 
fucceeded his father in the biihopric, and inherited his zeal for the propagation of the 
Gofpel, and the promotion of learning. Iflief guarded againft the decline of literature 
in Iceland, by afliduoufly inftruding many pupils, fome of whom became eminently 
diflinguiihed, and two were advanc^ to the epifcopal dignity. He was well verfed in 
the hiftory of the north, and compiled feveral annals, which, though now loft, furniihed 
materials for the chronicles of the earlieft Icelandic authors, whofe works are extant. 

I allude to Are, furnamed the Sage, who -was educated by Teitus, fon of Iflief; Sse- 
mund Sigfurfon, for his great erudition denominated Polyhiftor, and Snorro Sturlefon,. 
ftyled by his learned editor, the Herodotus of the north ; all of whom immediately fuc¬ 
ceeded Iflief, and wrote on the hiftory of Norway. 

Many fubfequent annalifts made their appearance, of whom it would be Superfluous 
to give an account. Several of their writings, compofed in the Icelandic tongue, have 
been given to the public, fome printed in Iceland f, others in Sweden; but the greater 
part in Denmark, accompanied with Swedilh, Daniih, or Latin tranflations |. The moft 
important of thefe publications is a folio edition of the chronicle of Snorro, printed at 
Copenhagen in 1778, accompanied with a life of the author. He was born in 1178, 
received his education, and completed bis ftudies in Iceland; became chief magiftrate 
of the country, and was killed in an infurreftion in 1241, in the fixty-thlrd year of his 
age. According to his biographer, he was an excellent poet, an accurate hiftorian, a 
flcilful lawyer, a proficient in the Greek and Latin tongues, and not ignorant of ma¬ 
thematics and mechanics §. From liis chronicle, Torfaeus, the late annauft of the north,. 

* This account of Iflief I have extrafted from Kriflni Saga, p. 106 to 109, 130 to 14,1. Hnngervaka 
Saka, p. It to aj. 

t Von Trail informs U8> that printing was introduced into Iceland by John (or Jonas) Arefon, biHion 
of Holun; that John Mathieflbn, a Swede, was the iiril printer; acd tliat the firft book was the Breviai 
nm Nidaroflenfe, printed in I53rat Holun. He adds, that new types were brought thither ia 1374; and 
that the Icelandic bible was printed iu 1584. Sec Letters on Iceland, p.^Sa. 

:|; Fora lift of the Icelandic authors, fee Preface to Annates Biornornis de Skardfa, p. 5. North. Ant, 
i. p. 53. et paifim. Lettera on'Iceland, letter xiv. The library of the Britifli Mufeum contains about one 
hundred and eighty Icelandic maniifcrlpts. See Ayfeough's catalogue of the manuferipta of the Biiti% 
Mufeum, p, 890. § Preface, p ix. 
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chtell) drew the materials for his Hiftory of Norway, and he acknowledges himfclf 
more itidebtcd to Snorro than to any other writer. 

From the fourteenth century, hiftory and letters gradually declined in Iceland, and 
it was involved in the fame darknefs which had overfpread Europe. The reformation, 
which was introduced in the middle of the fixteenth century, occafioncd the revival of 
fcience. Altliough there never have been wanting among the inhabitants men of con- 
jfiderable learning, yet, as knowledge has widely diffufed itfelf in Sweden and Denmark 
nndcr the proteftion of their fovereigns, thefe kingdoms have become greatly en¬ 
lightened, and Iceland is no longer the foie repofitory of northern genius *. 

•Although the Danifli literati have direfted their chief attention to hiftory and anti- 
•quities; yet they have by no means been deficient in the ftudy of nature. 

. Frederic V., the late King of Denmark, a munificent patron of the fciences, founded, 
in 1753, a botanical garden, intended principally to facilitate a liberal defign of giving 
a complete hiftory, and engravings of all the native plants in the Danifli dominions f. 
The fuperintendance of this garden, (with a ftipend,) and afterwards the profefforlhip 
of botany in the Royal Academy of Copenhagen, were conferred on Mr. Oedcr, who 
was chofen to conduft the work. In profecution of this defign, he vifited at the King’s 
experice various parts of Denmark and Norway, and began the publication in 1762. 

The Flora Danica was intended to contain, in the folio form, figures of all the in¬ 
digenous plants of Denmark, Norway, thofe of the duchies of Slel'wick and Holftein, 
and of many from Iceland; a traft of country extending more than fixteen degrees, 
between the fifty-fourth degree of latitude and the North Cape. A hiftory of all thefe 
plants, in oftavo, was alfo promifed ; but this part of the plan has not yet been com¬ 
pleted. 

Of this Flora Danica, a number, or fafdculusy containing fixty plates, was intended 
to be annually publiflied; the firft came forth in 1763, but, according to the ufual 
fate of periodical undertakings of fuch confiderable extent, feveral caufes have retarded 
its regular progrefs, and the fifteenth fafciculus only, completing the number of nine 
hundred plates, or* five volumes, made its appearance in 1782. This work may be 
pur chafed either coloured or pltun. The names of the plants are not engraved on the 
plates; neither from the nature of the fubjeft could any regular method or fyftem be 
obferved. The plants are feparately figured; each engraving contains one plant only, 
except in thofe of the clafs Cryptogamia, where, in fome inftances, feveral are given in 
the fame plate. Prefixed to Q’ixiifafciculus is a nomenclature, with the Linnaean names, 
a few feled fynonyms, and an account of the places of growth. As often as the fize 
will admit, the plant is exhibited in the natural magnitude; in others, a branch only, 
and in moft inftances, the parts of fructification are feparately delineated; an article in- 
difpenfable to botanical accuracy. In fome of the larger plants, befide the branch of 
the natural fizc, the whole is given on a reduced fcale; but it muft be confefled, that 
this part of the defign is the leaft meritorious; happily it does not often occur. 

The twelfth fafekulusy in 1777, was accompanied with an. index of all, the plants 
already engraved, or intended to be contained in this work; by which it appears, that 

* I am chiefly indebted for information upon the literally hiftory of Iceland to Mallet’s North. Antiq. 
tranflated by Dr. Percy, Bi/hop of Dromore; Von Troil’s Letters on Iceland, tranflated by Fortter; 
Torfxi Hid. Norw. ; Snorro Stilirlen>ls Hilt. Begum Nurw.; and the feveral pfiblicationg of tlie Ice¬ 
landic writers printed at Copenhagen. 

.+ This account of the Flora l>i«)ica, and of Meflrs. Oedcr and Muller, was chiefly communicated to 
me by pr. Pulteney, to whom 1 have been fo repeatedly obliged. ,• 
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the whole number will nearly amount to one ihoufiitid eight huiKlred fpeeles; of wh'ch 
more than five hundred and feventy are of the clafs Cryptogamia, or that which con. 
tains the ferns, moffes, alga:, and fungi. That any curious perfons, yet unacquainted 
with this work, may judge how far it might be fubfervient to their knowledge of Eng- 
lifl) botany, it may be added, that out of ujne hundred and eighty fpeci^s already figuretl 
in the fifteen firft fafaculi, more than feven hutidred are fpontaneoully produced in 
Britain. 

Magnificent and accurate as this work is, and though conducted at, the King’s ex- 
pence, truth will not be offended by afferting, that the execution of it is (till inferior to 
a performance of the fame kind now publifiiing in England, at the rifk of an individual. 

I allude to Curtis’s Flora LomUnenfu ; which, for the magnitude of the plates, the nice 
diferimination and figures of the fruflification, has not been paralleled by any other 
publication of fuch fcope and defign: nor is the merit of the Flora Londinenjis confined 
to the accurate elegance of the plates; it contains a- minute defeription of each plant, 
and is enriched by fcientific, ufeful, and oeconomical obfervations, either extracted from 
the bed writers, or derived from the extenfive knowledge of its author. It is but juf- 
tice to add, that the minute plants of the clafs Cryptogamia, in the delineation of which 
the Flora Danica is extremely deficient, are figured with the utmoft exaftnefs by Mr. 
Curtis, who introduced to the Englilh botanift five new fpecies oiagarki*. 

Chrifiian Oeder, to whom, through the liberality of his monarch, we are indebted 
for the Flora Danica, was the pupil and friend of the celebrated Haller, under whom 
he was educated at Gottingen. According to Dr. Nugent’s account of Oeder f, he 
vifitcd England in his younger days, and acquired a great knowledge of the language. 
Whilft ftudent at Gottingen, he tranflated all the Englifli treatifes for a Latin edition 
of Dr. Mead’s works, which Haller publilhed in 2 vols. 8vo. in 1748. The fucceeding 
year he took his dolor’s degree in phyfic, and,wrofe, on that occafion, a thefis, which 
Haller calls “ Do£la Dijfertatio contra Revulfionemisd Derivationcm." In 1753, at which 
period he was fettled at Copenhagen, the Royal Academy of Sciences at Gottingen 
named him a correfpondent member; and foon after he was made fuperintendans of 
the botanincal garden at Copenhagen, and profeffor of botany. In 1752, Oeder pre- 
fided at the public difputatioh of Dr. Peter Afeanius, and took that occafion to write on 
irritability; a fubjeft on which the experiments and obfervations of his great mailer had 
drawn the attention of anatomifts and phyficians. 

Having performed many journies into the different provinces of Denmark, accompa¬ 
nied by a draughtfman, and colleded great materials for the intended Flpra, he pub- 
Hfhed, in 1762, the firft fafciculus ; and in 1764, as a part of his plan, his Elements 
of Botany, in 8vo. This work exhibits a profound knowledge of the fubjeft; and the 
author has given the outlines of a new method of arrangement, adapted only to the 
plants of Europe. The fecond volume of the Elements was printed in 1766; and is 
cmbellilhed with fourteen excellent plates, explanatory of the techinal part of his fubje£t. 
His fyftem was intended, to comprife eight claffes; 1. Cryptanthera; 2. Monocotyle-- 
dona ; 3. Amentacea; 4. Incompleta; 5. Calycarpa ; 6. Calycanthema ; 7. Monopetala j 
8. Polypetala. Of this fyftem the avkthor has only exemplified thfe firft clafs, which he 
publimed in a feparate volume in 1770, in 8vo.; and in which are mcthod.cally ar- 


* A. OlfreatuB; Plycatalisi Glutinofua; FlocCofus; Velutipea.—Mr.'Curtis piibliihed only two ve. 
lumes of this fplcndid work, which has been interrupted by his death, which liappenediu 1799. 
f Stfi Nugent'i Travels through Germany, vol. L 
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rangCvi one thoufand two hundred and thirty-nine fpecies, with the fpeclfic names, from 
Dilienius, Haller, and Linna;us. 

It is greatly to be regretted, that this ingenious naturalift has been called from the 
paths of fcience by an appointment to an office in the treafury, where he has fliewn him- 
felf no lefs qualified to excel in the civil line. 

After the publication of the eleventh fafckulus in 1775, the further profccution of the 
work was committed to the care of Dr. Otto Frederic Muller, a gentleman who after¬ 
wards gave to the public feveral valuable fpeciroens of his knowledge in natural hiftory; 
particularly a curious work under the title of Hijloria Vennium ; another under that of 
Zoolo^ia Danica Prodromus and engaged, under the higheft patronage, in publilhing 
the figures of all the rarer animals of the kingdom of Denmark, under the title of Zoo- 
logia Danica leones^ of which two fafclculi made their appearance *. 

In fpeaking of the publications on natural hiftory, it would be unpardonable to omit 
the moft fplendid work of the kind ever produced in any nation. It is a colleftion of 
rare fhells, in 2 vols. folio, engraved and coloured by Francis Michael Regenfufs at the 
royal expence. The firft volume contains a fhort account of the colledlions of natural 
hiftory, and particularly of fhells, .in Denmark; a preliminary difeourfe on conchology, 
■with a detail of the authors who have written on the fubje£l, and their different fyf- 
terns, and feventy-eight complete and delicately coloured figures, in twelve plates, 
accompanied with fcientific deferiptions in the Latin, French, and German languages f. 

The Kings of Denmark have occafionally deputed, and ftill continue to fend, at their 
expence, men of learning not only through their own territories, but to various parts 
of the globe, for the purpofe of extending the bounds of knowledge- 

Langebek travelled through the Daniih dominions and Sweden, with a view to col¬ 
lect documents, charters, and other ftate papers, relative to the ancient hiftory of the 
North \ and Schoening for the fame purpofe, at the expence of Prince Frederic. Among 
others employed in the execution of the fame plan. Dr. Moldenhauer, a gentleman of 
various and profound erudition, vifited England, France, and Spain, where he examined 
the libraries for oriental and claffical manuferipts. 

But the literary expedition which reflefts the higheft honour on the cro’wn of Den¬ 
mark, and holds up an example to other fovereigns, was begun in 1761, under the 
aufpices of Frederic V. who, at the fuggeftion of the late Count Bemfdorf, difpatched 
four perfons|, eminently verfed in different branches of fcience, to Arabia; of which 
curious and intereftingjourney Niebuhr, the only furvivor, has publimed a much efteem- 
ed account 

There are two libraries at Copenhagen belonging to the King, a private and a pub¬ 
lic, both in the apartments of the palace. The private library contains twenty thou¬ 
fand volumes; the public one hundred and ten thoufand, and feven thoufand manu- 

.* Since the death of Or. Muller, who completed only the fifteenth fafdcuht, the Flora Dankahoo been 
rontinued by profeiror Vahl, well known from his SywAoU Batamea, or defeription of plants collefted by 
For/kal daring his journey into the Eaft, to which are added others feen by the profelTor himfejf in the 
fouth of Europe, and in A frica. The fame author has enriched botanical fcience by a defeription of Ame¬ 
rican plants not before known, in a work entitled Ecloga Americana, 

Clioix de Co^uillages Grarees. 

^ Frederic Chriftian Haven for oriental languages; Forikal and Dr. Cramer for natural hiftory ( Nie¬ 
buhr for hiftory and geography: they were accompanied by a draughtfman. 

§ Befehreibung von Anibien; Reife Bcfchreibiing nach Arabien, &c. in j vols. This work has been 
* trahflated into the French language. Defepritien de I’Arabie. They departed from Copenhagen ia 

feripts. 
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fcripts. Among the manufcripts are many Perfian and Arabic, brought from Arabia 
by Niebuhr. Among thofe of the daffies, I obferved a beautiful Cicero’s Rhetoric on 
vellum, and a no lefs beautiful Virgil on vellum, of the eleventh coitury, which has 
been collated by the learned Heyne of Gotdng^n for his excellent edition of the Roman 
poet. 

This colleflion is extremely rich in Icelandic books, and in all publications relative 
to the antiquities and hiftory of the three northern kingdoms. The art of typography 
muft have been introduced late into Denmark; as the earliefl: book printed at Co< 
penhagen is Skaniky Logh, or King Waldemar’s Law of Scania, which bears the date 
of I <05. 

The library of Count Thott, probably the laiveft private collefkion in Europe, con* 
tains one hundred and ten thoufand volumes, and above five thoufand manufcripts. It 
is as remarkable for the rarity as for the number of the books, and is particularly rich 
in the palaeographia, or early printed books, of which there are above two thoufand of 
the fifteenth century *. 

Mr. Suhm’s colledion deferves alfo to be vifited by the lover of letters. It contain* 
ed, 1785, fifty thoufand volumes colleded by himfelf; it abounds with hiftorical and 
topographical publications in all languages, particularly thofe which relate to the anti* 
quities and hiftory of northern Europe, the favourite o^efl of his refearches. He pof* 
feffes alfo many curious manufcripts in the Greek and Oriental hmguages, particularly 
thofe which belonged to the celebrated Reifkius, for the, purchafe of which he gave 
the widow an annuity of 40I. This library is open every morning from nine to eleven, 
for the ufe and infpedion of men of letters, and the ftudents of the univerfity. 

Suhm is juftly confidered one of the moft learned men in Denmark, in repid to the 
hiftory and antiquities of the north. He has given to the public feveral works on thefe 
fubjeds, much efteemed for profoundnefs and accuracy of refearch: among others, oil 
the Origin of Nations in general; on the Origin of the Northern Nations; concern¬ 
ing Odm, and the Mythology of the Northern Nations; on the Emigrations of the 
Northern Nations, s vols. j Critical Hiftory of Denmark, 2 vdls. i Hiftory of Deii- 
mark. 


Chap. V.~-Prefentation to the Prince Rmai^Revolution in the Admnijiratim 
^ HU Royal Ht^bnefs* 

JULY 16th, 1784. In a private audience of the Prince Royal, I had the honour 
of prefenting the firft edition of my Travels in Poland, Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark^ 
His Royal Highneis converfed with qie for a confiderable time; and by lu's queftions an 4 
ronarks, gave ftrong figns of a compreheofive mind, and of a difpofition formed for 
government. 1 could not avoid adnuringvi Prince, who, at the age of iixteen, aded 
with fo much firmnefs, fecrecy, and diferetion; and who lately eftefled a change in the 
adminiftratitm of this kingdom, no lefs by his own prudence and courage, than by the 
advice and affiftance of ha friends. 

Since the imprifonment and exile of Matilda, the whole power was vefted in the 
Queen-dowager Juliana-Maria; and the adminiftration, which oftenfibly carried on 
the public affairs, was fubfervient to her views, and to thofe of her fon Prince Fre¬ 
deric. 


• This curious and valuable coUeAion, fince the death of Count Thott, has been fold by sudiflo; the 
catalogue confifts of feveral volumes, and is a defirable acquifition to the literati. 
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By means of his coufin, the Queemdowager, the King of PrulHa * gradually acquired 
an atmoft abfolute fway in the cabinet of Denmark; and direfled the foreign affairs in 
fubferviency to the views of the French court, and in oppofition to the interefts of Eng¬ 
land. Count BemlUorf; prime-minifter, being the only perfon in the Daniih miniHiry 
who ventured to oppofe the French and Pruihan party, his difmiflion w^as refolved in 
the cabinets of Verl'ailles and Berlin; and his conduct, with regard to the armed neu¬ 
trality, furniflied an opportunity to effeft their purpofe. 

The King of Prullia having prevailed on the reigning party to accede to the armed 
neutrality, a meafure fo hoftile to the interefts of England, Count Bernfdorf, though 
unable to prevent the meafure, had yet fufficient addrefs to infert an article in the treaty, 
that Denmark ftiould mmntain its former alliances. 

’ This conduct gave great difguft to the King of Pruftia; and Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunfvvick was lent to offer Bernfdorf, that he iliould be continued in the olEce of 
prime-minifter, if he would agree to the armed neutrality without the aforefaid ftipula- 
tion; but to threaten him with inftant difmiffion if he perfevered in maintaining that 
point. Bernfdorf, nobly difdaining to hold his olEce on fuch dilhonourable terms, was 
difmiffed from his employments, and retired into Germany; and his removal gave un- 
iimited fcope to the Pruluan party, which governed the Queen-dowager. 

Guldberg, formerly profeffor of the academy of Soroe, and preceptor to Prince Fre¬ 
deric, was the perfon xn whom the Queen-dowager confided; and in the capacity of 
private fccretary to the King, was the fecret, though not the oftcnfible minifter. A 
change was alfo introduced in the ufual mode of iffuing the royal mandates, which fe- 
cured to the Queen-dsowager and her party the moft abfolute fway. 

Previous to this change, the general affairs of goverriment were tranfafted in the 
privy-council, conlifting of as many members as the King chofc -to appoint; all parti¬ 
cular bufinefs was carried through -the different boards of finance, marine, and com¬ 
merce, and the King always figned the decrees and edifls feparately from each board. 

To extend their inffuence and authority, the reigning party introduced a kind of 

S rivate cabinet, in which the royal orders were iflued exclufively of the feveral boards. 

ly this means the privy-counal became little more than a cypher; the refpeftivc 
boards were only employed in fulfilling the King's orders; and, as the King himfelf 
was incapable of governing, the Queemdowager, who had poffeffion of his perfon, 
could obtain his fignature on all occafions, and was, in effefl, fovereign without con- 
trouL * 

Nothing could alter this (late of affairs, but the admiffion of the Prince into the privy- 
coun^; and as, according to the laws of Denmark, he could not be fwom a mem¬ 
ber until he had been confirmed and taken the facrament; and as, in order to be con¬ 
firmed, be was to undergo a public examination, the governing party contrived to de¬ 
lay that ceremony, under the pretence that he was not fufficiently inftrufted in the ar¬ 
ticles of religion. Reports were induftrioufly circulated, and as readily believed, by 
thofe whofe intereff it was to believe them, that the Prince’s abilities were extremely 
moderate. And, although it was ufual for the Prince-royd[ 4 o be confirmed, and take 
his feat in the privy-council at thirteen, yet this ceremony was r^xeatedly poftponed 
long after he had reached that age. 

. When the Prince had nearly attained his fixteenth year, they could not venture .to 
delay his confirmation, but as trie fatal hour approached, every precaution which pru¬ 
dence or art could fugged was taken to gain the Frince,and continue the power in the fame 


* Frederic the Second. 
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hands. For this pnrpofe, his governor. General Eikfted, who was not beloved by his 
royal pofnl, was difmifled; and Sporen, his preceptor, and fuppofed to be his favourite, 
appointed fecretary of the cabinet. A new privy-council was nominated, confining 
ahnoft entirely of the quecn-dcwager*s creatures, in which Guldberg had the princi¬ 
pal fway. Every thing feenied to bend before the Queen-dowager, the rrince effected a 
revolution as fmgular as it was unexpeflcd. 

On the 4th of April 1784, the Prince was confirmed in the royal chapel of Copen¬ 
hagen, in the prefence or the King and court. According to the cuftom of the Lu¬ 
theran church, he underwent a previous examination by the King’s chaplain, which 
continued above an hour j and the Prince replied to every queflion in a fenfible plan¬ 
ner ; fufiiciently proving, from the readinefs and perfpicuity of his anfwers, that the re¬ 
ports of his incapacity were malicious and unfounded. He fpokc in a loud, clear, manly 
tone of voice, with a dignity and propriety which aftonifhed the aflembly; and repeated 
the oath, to continue true to the efiablifhed church, in fo feeling a manner, as drew 
tears from the eyes of many who were prefent. 

Having, on a fubfequent occafion, received the facrament, he was admitted into the 
privy-council; and on the morning of the 14th of April, took the accufiomed oath. 
About five in the afternoon, the Prince and members of the new privy-council alTem- 
bled for the firft time in the King’s prefence. Steman, who was at the head of the 
treafury, was going to propofe the ordinary bufinefs of the day, but was interrupted by 
the Prince; turning to the King, His Royal Highnefs thanked his majefiy for his educa¬ 
tion, and remonfirated againft many abufes in the late adminifiration of affairs, particu¬ 
larly on the irregular mode of iffuing orders from the cabinet, and not from the dif¬ 
ferent boards of government. He then faid, ** Confeious of my own inexperience, £ 
cannot advile your majelly for the glory of the crown, or the advantage of the nation, 
unlefs the privy-councii confifis oi thme perfons who poffefs my confidence, and the 
confidence of the people. But, in the pr^ent infiance, neither myfelf nor the nation 
can place any confidence in the perfons now in power; I therefore requefi your ma-' 
jefty to diffolve the prefent privy-council, and to appoint in their place Count Bernil' 
tiorf, and fuch other perfons as 1 take the liberty of recommending. I hope and trufl^ 
that your majefiy will iffue an order, that no edid; ihall be valid unlefs counterfigned 
by me.” At the conclufionof thefe words, which he uttered with weat firmnefs and' 
moderation, he laid the appointment of the new privy-council before the King, and 
entreated him to fign it. 

AlUhe members (except Baron Schach Rathlow, who alone was acquainted with the 
Prince’s determination) were fo petrified with afioniihment, as to be incapal^ of 
making any refifliance. But when the King appeared to hefitate, one of the membem * 
rofe, and laid, ** Sir, His Majefiy cannot fign fuch papers without due confideration/*' 
and endeavoured at the fame time to fnatch them from the Prince’s hand. The Prince 
replied with fome warmthy but with great dignity, " Sir, it is not your bufinefs to ad- 
vifeHU Majefiy on fuch occafions, but mine, who am heir appar«tt, and r^ponfibleto 
the nadon tor my condudand again tendering the papers to the King, His Majefiy 
inftantly figned them. The papers were fent by a confidential meffengisr to the chancery, 
and regifie^ accordingly. 

The privy-council being thus diffolved on the firfi time of their affembling in the 
Kang’s preience, the Prince himfelf announced the change to the Queen-dowager in* 
terms of high refpedt - 

Throughout the whole tranfa£lion, the conduff of the young Prince was remarkable 
for a difcretion.and fecreoy extremely uncommon in a perfon df his age. Being difeon. 

T T 3 tented 
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tented with the Queen>dowager, he had firft entered into a fecret cornTponcfence with 
Count Bemfdorf, continued his intercouiTe near two years, fometimcs by letters, and 
(bmetitnes by meffages, and received irom him inftru£tions in what manner to proceed. 
While engaged in this bufinefs, he entered into another correfpondence with Schach 
Rathlow, who had the principal fliare in procuring the difmilEon of Count Bemfdorf, 
but was now difpleafed with the perfons in power, and made private offers to the Prince, > 
without being acquainted with his fecret correfpondence with Bemfdorf. The Prince 
carried on this double intrigue under the dire^on of Count Bemfdorf, in whom he 
implicitly confided, without being fufpefted by his preceptor Sporen, or by his governor. 
General Eikfted, and even lulled the fufpicions of the Queen>dowager: her Majefty, in 
a converfation which (he held with him about a week before the event, taxed him with 
Kolding a fecret correfpondence; to which he returned an evafive anfwer with fuch un¬ 
concern and ferenity, that he entirely removed her fufpicions. - 

Thus a boy, not fixteen years of age, duped veterans in cQurt-intrigues, by pretending 
to be entirely fiiendly to the Queen-dowager*s party, and to acquiefce in the nomina¬ 
tion of the new privy.counoil, at the moment he was determined to remove them. And 
although the proje& was entmfted to above ten perfons, yet not one of them betrayed 
the fmalleft fymptom which could create fuipicion. 

Everv meafure which pmdence didated was adopted on this important occafion. 
General Hot had affembled the guards in order to force the privy .council to compliance, 
ftpuld the members make any (mpofition; and the governor of the citadel was prepared 
to adnut the Prince within the fortrefs, if afftirs had not turned out to his wilhes. For¬ 
tunately the courage and addrefe of the Prince, and the popularity of his caufe, rendered 
thefe precautions unneceffary. 

The Prince treated with great mildneis all thofe perfons whom he removed from their 
flaces. He conferred on the ex-minifter Guldberg, a penfion of 5000 * rix-dollare, 
and appointed him governor of Aarhus, a fpecies of honourable baimhment. He no¬ 
minate Steman governor of Haderlleben; affured him, he was convinced of the fid&. 
iity widi wluch he had difcharged hif office of treafurer, adding, that if he could not 
fiimdently reward hum, he would amply provide for his children. 

The cmf perfons who afled as the Princess confidants, and who have fince filled the 
prindptd offieea in court and ftate, were M. de Schach Rathlow, Count Bemfdorf, 
Count Sbtmmelman, General Hut, and M. de Bulow, then gentleman of the bed-cham- 
.her, and now marlhal of the Prince’s court. 

The only foreigner who is fuppofed to have had any knowledge of the tranfa£lion, 
was lir. Elliot, vmo had repaired to Copenhagen imm Berlin in the capacity of Britilh 
envoy; and the King of Grmt Britain was the firfl: fovereign to whom the Prince-royal 
coounuakated his fucce&. 


Chaf. W.^EneurJian ta Hirfliolm, Frederkjberg, Friedenjb'srg, aad\ Fredericfu/erk. 

THE ihormefs of my ftay at Copenhagen during my firfl; tour, and the earlineh of 
the feafon, prevented me from making excurfions in the environs of Copenhagen. My 
focond tour in 1784, having afforded me an opportunity of gratifying my curiofity, I 
made an ^reeable expedition to the palaces of EUrflioim, Fredericfhorg, Friedenfbeig, 
and to the iron founderies of Fredericfwerk. 


i«ocL 


Hiribolm, 
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Hirlhoimt a royal palace begun by Chriftian the Sixth, and iiniihed by his queen, 
Chriftina St^hia, is a lai^e quadrangular building of brick, iluccoed white, furrouQd- 
ed by a moat, and placed in a low and marfliy iituation. The fuite of apartments is 
princely, but almoft without furniture, as they have not been inhabited fince the im** 
priibnment and exile of Queen Matilda, who made it her favourite refidence. The 
dinin^'room ira large apartment, and remarkable for a jet d^eaut and twelve fountsdns, 
fpouting from the iides. The gardens are formal, and full of jets d*eau. The place 
is fo entirely negleded, that the court.yard is over>run with weeds, and the moat is a 
green mantled pool. Orders were lately received to put the palace in repair for the 
refidence of the Prince-royal, who difplays an affedionate attachment to the memory of 
his mother. 

In the gardens is a fummer-houfe, which ferved as a temporary theatre for the di- 
verfion of Queen Matilda, and her company; and in another part is a wooden building 
called a Norway-houfe, containing landfcapes of Norway in relief, and imitations of 
rocks, with wooden cottages perched on them, and wooden roads. Near this building 
the walks are not unpleafantly carried through the grounds in the Engliih ftyle. 

The road from Hiriholm to Frederiefborg winds agreeably, through a b^utiful and 
undulating country, richly clothed with forefts of beech, birch, and oak, and enlivened 
by fmall lakes in the receffes of the wood. 

Frederiefborg was built by Chriftian the Fourth, and was fo called in honour of his 
&ther Frederic the Second. It is an enormous and motley pile of building, partly 
of red brick, and partly of ftone, partly Gothic, and partly in the Grecian ftyle of ar¬ 
chitecture. It is built round three courts, eadi of which is furrounded by moats, and 
joined by bridges. The principal fa9ade is full of niches, containing bad ftatues. In 
the inner court are two ftories of feven arches, conftruCted with ftone painted black, 
and pillars of dark Norwegian marble. This appendage contrafting with the red brick 
produces a ftrange efteCt; while a profufion of gilding and mafiy fculpture disfigures 
rather than adorns the building. 

1 he fituadon, on the banks of a fmall lake, is not unpleafanc. The palace contains 
a large collection of pictures, in great confufion, among which I obferved a few not 
unworthy of notice. The crucifixion of our Saviour, by Andreas Peters,, a- DaniOi 
painter, in the reign of Chriftian the Fourth j three brought from Italy, by Frederic 
the Fourth j Saul and David, after the death of Goliath, by an unknown hand Abra¬ 
ham and Melchifedec, by Caravaggio, difplaying the long contrafLof light and-fhade, 
and that vulgar nature which characterises the works of that capricious painter; Jo- 
x»8 preacbii^ to theNinevkes, by Salvator Rofa, the figures as large as life, and^in the 
grand ftyfe of that great mafter} feveral tolerable paintings of the Flemifh fchool, 
chiefiy fcriptural fubj^s. 

One of the apartments’contains a fuite of the imaginary portraits of the kings of 
Denmark, before the converfion of the Danes to the chriftian religion. In another I 
obfomed’ the whole lei^& figures of the kings of Denmark of the houfe of Oldenburgh 
bc^nxBog with Chriftian the Firft, and ending with Chriftian the Fifth, all originals. 
Or thefe the portrait of Chriftian the Second is the-moft ftriking, as it exhibits a fine ex- 
preffion of diat mehmeboiy, feverity, and cruelty, vriuch formed a prominent feature in> 
the chamCler of that detefl^le tyrant- A. head of his queen Ilabella, fifter o£the Em¬ 
peror CharlM the Fifth, reminded me of her mild and amiable qualities; of the meek- 
nefs and patience, and yet dignity, with which ihe fu]^]orted the harlbnefs and infideU. 
ties of her obdurate hdband-in me time of his profperity; of her extreme attachment 
to him in tiq|||4^oiur of< his di%race j of her uaweaxied attentions to foothe Ins difap- 

7. point- 
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pointment, and roufe turn from his defpondency; of her refufal to accept an honour.< 
able fettlement offered by the ftates of Denmark, and of her noble anlwer, “ that flie 
had rather live with her hulband in banifliment, than reign without hioi She fur,, 
vived his depofidon only three years, and died in the palace of Ghent, in 1525. Anne of 
Denmark, filler of Chrifiian the Fourth, and queen of James the Firfl;. Several of 
Charles the Firfi, one in his princely robes, when a boy of fifteen, and another by Van¬ 
dyke, when a young man. 

'fhe chapel is a handfome apartment, but more remarkable for cofilinefs than tafle. 
The walls are hung with the efcutcheons of the knights of the Elephant, the firfl; or¬ 
der in Denmark; as is the gallery with the efcutcheons of the knights of the order of 
Danebrog. 

’ The palace of Friedenfberg, four miles from Fredericlborg, is delightfully placed at 
a fmaii diftance from the lake of Efferom, a piece of water fifteen miles in circumfe¬ 
rence. I fcarcely ever beheld a fituadon more capable of improvement, and wifhed 
for a difciple of Brown to lay out the ground. But this beautiful fpot is fpoiled (if it 
can be fpoiled) by cut yews, ftraight walks, a profufion of llatues and triumphal arches, 
where nature and fimplicity are expelled ; for in thofe parts, on the oppofite fide of the 
lake, where the grounds are covered with natural forefts, the feenery is extremely beau¬ 
tiful and pidurefque. 

The palace is a brick building ftuccoed white, confiding of a front, and two wings. 
It was built by Frederic the Fourth, and called Friedenfberg, or the manfion of Peace^ 
becaufe it was finiflied in 1720, when the peace was concluded with Sweden, after a 
long war which had defolated both countries. As a memorial of this event, a wooden 
pillar, painted like marble, and a fmall fiatue of Peace, are erefted in the area before 
the palace, niore expreffive of the farisfadion with which Frederic gave peace to his 
fubje^s, than of his tafle in fculpture. It bears this infeription: Pact Jiaimm, arcem, 
quodque reliquum fuit vita^ dedicavit Fredericus QuOrtus^ lyaof; a promife which the 
monarch inviolably maintained during the remainder of his reign, and which reflefls 
high honour on his memory, as he poffeffed a fpirit of enterprife and undaunted cou¬ 
rage. From this period he had leifure to attend to the internal regulations of his king¬ 
dom, and to form ufeful eflablifhments, particularly the foundation of feveral country 
fchools, which endears his memory to his countrymen. 

Nothing more is wanting to render Friedenlberg a moil delightful fpot, than to re¬ 
move the cut hedges, level the terraces, to permit the foreft trees to expand and grow; 
in a word, to leave nature to herfelf. In the garden is a curious affemblage of ftatues, 
placed regularly on circular terraces of earth, which are of ftone painted white, and re- 
preient the Norway peafants habited in their various dreffes. 

We did not attempt to requefl; the permifiion of feeing the palace, as it is inhabited 
by the Queen.dowager, Juliana Maria |; the place of her retirement, fince the Prince- 
royal has taken into bis hands the adminiftration of affairs. 

Early the next morning we quitted the village of Friedenflierg, where we found a 
neat inn, with comfortable accommodations, and returning by the palace of Fredericf- 
borg, paffed on to Fredericfwerk, near the Ife-fiord, a bay of the fea, on the northern 
Ihore of Zealand, where General Cdauffen has eftablilhed various manufe&ories, a 
fbundery for cannon, and other works, for fupplying the Danifli army and navy with 


Mallet, Hid. des Dan. vol. ii. p. 277,410. _ ^ • 

To peace, thta ilatue, palace, and the remainder of liii life, were 3 edicated bp Fred<;ric the Fourth,. 
:t The Quecn-dowager ii fince deceafed. 

ftores,' 
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ftores. The General, to whom we had a letter of recommendation, received us with 
great cordiality and politenefs, and accomptnied us over the works. 

General Clauffen eftabliflied th'efe works in 1756, on the expectation of a Ruiliari 
war, when the government was fcantily fupplied with military ftores. He fixed on thia 
fpot as the mod convenient for water to turn the mills; gave in his propofals to go¬ 
vernment, which were inftantly accepted, and completed his plan notwithftancUng nu¬ 
merous obftacles. 

We embarked with the General on a canal, which forms the communication be¬ 
tween a fmall lake, and the Ife-fiord. This cut was begun in 1717, by command of 
Frederic the Fourth, to prevent the inundations of the lake from overflowing the royal* 
eftates; and from thence the place was called Frederiefwork. It was finilhed in 1730, 
but the foil being a light-ftmd, and the banks cut perpendicularly, they fell down and 
choaked the canal for a fpace of 500 feet. The General found it therefore neceflary to 
new form the canal. He cut through feveral parts above 70 feet in depth, floped the 
banks, covered them with earth, and in fome places with fea-weed, faftened by branches 
of fir, to prevent the fand from being drifted away. He then planted the flopes with 
willows, alders, elm, and oak, which he was obliged to water every day for a year. 
By thefe means the plants throve, and now clothe the high banks to the edge of the water. 

In the fame manner he planted the adjacent country for the fpace of feveral miles, 
which was either a morafs, or covered with drifted fand. Frederic the Fourth in vain 
endeavoured to fertilize this wafte; for when he thought he had fucceeded, the fand 
in one year covered many miles, in fome places, to the aftonilhing height of eighty 
feet. General Clauffen however has fucceeded, and has Ihcwn that ingenuity is of 
more avail than abfolute power. By fixing the fea-weed into the ground with fir 
branches, he rendered the foil ftable, and fertilized, at great labour and expence, a de- 
fert of feveral miles. Thus a traft of country, which before only fed two-and-thirty 
cows, now yields, befides a large quantity of fire-wood, in a favourable feafon, above 
five hundred loads of hay. 

At the extremity of this cut, we turned into another canal, formed entirely by. 
the General; it was made thjoiigh quickfands, and the banks likewife floped 
and planted. He employs at prefent only three hundred and forty men. All 
the workmen are his own peafants, who of courfe labour at a reduced price. He 
has built for their habitation rows of houfes, with rude ftones walhed with ftucco, 
made from equal quantities of the pounded fcoria of iron, quicklime, and chalk, 
and has found from experience that it is extremely durable. His works confift of 
a foundery for cannon and balls, and for making falt-petre and gunpowder, with 
bake-houfes and breweries. He boafted, that in 1772 he fumiftied the army of Nor¬ 
way with artillery in three months; and at two months notice he could fupply a fifty 
gun Ihip with all her artillery, ammunition, and military ftores. In ftiewing us his 
works, he laid claim to nymy new inventions. He faws and'polilhes cannon, by a mill 
fo contrived as to anfwer various purpofes ; he faws off the wafte pieces of copper from 
the call cannon, which operation was the work of fixteen men for three days, and is now 
performed in an hour. By means of the fame mill, and a kind of turning machine, 
he polifhes the cannon in the manner of turning, which ufed to be done by the tedious 
operation of filing. He has invented a fimple machine to twift the hot iron bars for 
anchors; a mode which he prefers as ftronger and better than the ufual method o£ 
hammering the bars together. In his powder-mills he ufes copper mortars, as much • 
fafer than thofe of wood, which are apt to become dry, and harbour the powder in the 
ftnall crevices.. He employs two ranges of mortars in each row, or fixty-four in each 

1 powder- 
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powder-mill, wherein only twenty are generally ufed, and beats only ten pounds of 
powder with each mortar. The cxpence«of copper mortars is confiderable, as each 
cofts 20I.: but the mills are lefs liable to accident, and if blown up, the mortars are again 
recovered. 

On taking leave, the general prelTed us much to dine with him; but we excufed our- 
f'lves, being under the neceffity of reachmg Elfmore, and engaged to dine the next 
day with Mr. De Conig. In our way to Elfmore, we (lopped at a fmall village, and 
expeflcd to find but fcanty fare for our dinner; but were agreeably furprized at feeing 
the table covered with fome cold provifion, and four bottles of tokay, which the general 
daad fecrctly ordered his houfekeeper to deliver to our fervants. 


Chap. V\l.--IJland of Huen.—-Memoirs of Tycho Brahe, 

POR the purpofe of vifiting the fmall ifle of Huen, celebrated for the refidcncc of 
Tycho Brahe, we embarked at See Luft on board a five-oared boat belonging to Count 
Shimmelman, and landed in two hours and an half. 

Huen lies fix Englilh miles from the coall of Zealand, and three from that of Swe¬ 
den, nine from Elfmore, and fourteen from Copenhagen. It formerly belonged to the 
Danes, but was ceded to the Swedes at the peace of Rofchild in 1658. 

This little iHand is fix miles in circumference, contains a fcattcred village, one church, 
which is a pretty objefl: on the north-weft coaft, about fifty houfes, and two hundred 
and fifty inhabitants. It produces hay, and every fpecics of corn, more than fuffident 
for interior confumption. The inhabitants maintain two hundred horfes, one hundred 
and fifty cows, four hundred fhcep, and the fame number of fwine. The ifland pays, in 
quit-rent and taxes to the King, about 150I. 

We landed on thefouth-weft part in a (mail baj,juft below the place where a dream, 
fupplied by numerous pools and fi(h-ponds, falls into the fea. We afeended the (hore, 
which is cloathed with fliort herbage, crofted the ftrcam,and pafted over a gently waving 
furface gradually doping towards the fea, and walked a mile to a farm-houfe (landing in 
the middle of the idand, inhabited by Mr. Schaw, i Swedi(h gentleman, to whom the 
greater part of the idand belong. He lives here in dimmer, but in winter refides at 
Landferona. This dwelling is the fame as exifted in Tycho Brahe’s time,'^nd was the 
farni-houfe belonging to his eftate. A guide, whom we obtained from Mr. Schaw, 
conducted us to rne remains of Tycho’s manfion, which are near the houfe, and con- 
fid of little more than a mound of earth which inclofed the garden, and two pits, the 
fites of his manfion and obfervatory. From this delightful fpot, the htgheft point in the 
ifland, we enjoyed a noble profped; on one fide, the coaft of Zealand, ftretching from 
Copenhagen to Elfinore; the (bores gently doping, embrowned to the margin of the 
water with rich wood, and beautifully fprinkled with villages and villas; on the other 
fide, we traced the rodi:y and almoft naked ciifts of Sweden^ ornamented with the dif- 
tant fpires of Landferona, Lund, Malmoe, and Helfingborg, and to the north a bound- 
lefs expanfe of ocean, its undulating fur^e covered with innumerable veftels failing in 
all diretfHons. A few anecdotes of the DanKh aftronomer, who has rendered this Imle 
ifland remarkable in the hiftory of literature, will not perhaps be unacceptable to the 
reader *, 

* For the life of Bnbe, I have confulted chie% GaiTendus’s Equitis Dani TychooM Bnhe Adronorum 
Coryplici eita-j Joflenui de viti et mor. Tych. Bra. Oral. Funebrit; and HoSinan’s Portraitt Hift. dra 
Hosuoet lUuf, de DaoDemarc, article Biabe. 
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Tycho Brahe, defcended from a noble and illuflirious Danilh family, was born in 1546 
at Knudftorp, a fmall lord&ip near Helfinborg in Scania. His father, Otto Brahe, having 
a large family, Tycho was educated under the care and at the expence of his uncle, 
George Brahe, who, haying no children, adopted him as his heir. Finding his nephew 
a boy of a lively capacity, and inclined to ftudy, Tycho was inftrufted in the Latin 
tongue, unknown to his father, who confldered literature as inglorious, and was defirous 
that all his fons fhould follow the profeilion of arms. 

In the twelfth year of his age, Tycho was removed to the academy of Copenhagen; 
and was cafually incited to the ftudy of aftronomy by an eclipfe of the fun, which hap¬ 
pened on the 2ift of Auguft, 1560, He had for feme time examined the aftrological 
diaries or almanacks, which pretended to predid future events from the infpedion of 
the ftars; but when he obferved that the eclipfe happened at the precife time at which 
it was foretold, his admiration was loft in aftonifliment; and he confldered that fcience 
as divine, which could fo thoroughly deferibe the motions of the heavenly bodies, 
and foretel their relative pofitions. From that moment he devoted himfelf to aftro¬ 
nomy. 

In 1562 he was fent to Leipfic for the purpofe of ftudying civil law; but gave to the 
law only thofe hours which his tutor’s importunity wrefled from him, devoting the 
greater part of his time to his favourite fcience; and as his tutor continually remon- 
llrated againft thofe ftudies which diverted his attention from the law, he conceived an 
unconquerable difguft for that profelTion, and more afliduoufly, though fecretly, conti- 
nued his aftronomical purfuits. For this purpofe he expended his pocket money in the 
purchafe of aftronomical books, and having obtained a fmall celeftial globe, took the 
opportunity, while his preceptor was in bed, of examining the heavenly bodies, and be¬ 
fore the expiration of a month, made himfelf acquainted with all the ftars which appeared 
above the horizon. Infpired with the fame ardent zeal in purfuit of his favourite 
fcience, he learned mathematics without a mafter, and invented feveral mathom a ^ir ai ia. 
ftruments. 


Having palled three years at Leipfic, he was preparing to purfue his travels through 
Germany; but on the death of his uncle returned to his native country, to fuperintend 
the eftates, which he largely inherited. Inftead of finding himfelf encouraged and 
eftcemed for his wonderful progrefs in aftronomy, he was treated with contempt by his 
relations and acquaintance for his purfuit of a fcience which they confldered as de¬ 
grading. Difgufted at their behaviour, he fettled his affairs, haftened his departure 
from a country wherein he met with repeated mortifications, and before a year had 
elapfed fet out on his travels. He proceeded to Wittenberg, and afterwards to Roftoc, 
where an accident happened which nearly occafioned his death. 

Being invited to a wedding feaft, he had a difpute with a Danilh nobleman relative to 
fome fubjeft in mathematics; and as they were both of choleric difpofitions, the difpute 
ended in a duel. In the conflifl part of Tycho’s nofe was cut off. To remedy this de- 
fedl, he contrived a faftitious nofe of gold and filver, which he faftened by means of a 
glue, fo artfully formed, it is faid, as to bear the appearance of nature, and to deceive 
many who were not acquainted with his lofs. 

From Roftoc Tycho continued his travels, and profecuted his ftudies in the principal 
towns of Germany and Italy, particularly at Auglburgh, where he formed an acquaint¬ 
ance with the celebrated Peter Ramus. He invented and improved various mathemati¬ 
cal inftruments, gave the plan of an obfervatory, which was conftrufted at the expence 
of the burgomafter Paul Hainzell, and formed a feries of aftronomical obforvations, which 
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aftoniflicd and furpaffed all who had hitherto been confidercd as the greateft proficients 
in the fcience. 

On his return to Copenhagen, in 1570, he was difgufted with the ceremonies of the 
court j and being importuned with innumerable vifits, removed to Herritzvold, near 
Knudltorp, the feat of his maternal uncle, Steno Bille, who alone of all his relations 
encouraged him to perfevere in his aftronomical labours, and configned to him a com¬ 
modious apartment, and a convenient place for the condruQion of an obfervatory and 
laboratory. 

During his refidence with his uncle, Tycho, befides his aftronomical refearches, fol¬ 
lowed with no lefs zeal the ftudy of chymiftry, or rather of alchymy, from the chime¬ 
rical view of obtaining the philofopher’s {tone, that he might amafs fufticient riches to 
lettle in fomc foreign country, where he might not be under the neceffity of appearing 
at court, or being interrupted in his Itudies by vifitors. 

But neither philofophy, nor the unwearied zeal with which he profecuted his ftudies, 
could exempt him from the paflion of love. Being a great admirer of the fair fex, he 
conceived a violent inclination for Chriflina, a beautiful country girl, the daughter of a 
neighbouring peafant, and alienated his family by efpoufing her. I.ove is ingenious in 
devifing excules. Our philofopher juftified the choice of his heart, and gave many 
whimfical reafens for preferring a woman of low birth. He dreaded a wife who might 
be under the neceflity of ffequeuting the court, a life to him moll dcteftable; he there¬ 
fore preferred one vvhofe fituation precluded her from what he ftyles a painful honour, 
who, grateful to her benefatlor, would be dependent on himfelf alone, would be happy 
to accompany him in his travels, would conlidcr a fubfervicncy to his inclinations as a 
duty, and not objeft to his continued application. "Whatever cffccl thefe reafons might 
have in inducing our philofopher to marry, yet they had none on a proud family, who 
conceived themlelves difgraced by Tycho’s mif-aliiance, and refufed to hold any inter- 
courfc with him, until Frederic the Second commanded them to be reconciled. Tycho 
feeins not to have repented of his choice; but ever found in his beloved Chriftina a grate¬ 
ful companion and an obedient wife. 

About this period he fii ft appeared as a public teacher, and read ledlures on aftro- 
nomy at Copenhagen, by the exprefs defirc of the Kiitg. He explained the theory (d 
the planets, and prcccdeo his explanation by a learned oration on the hiilory and excel¬ 
lency of aftronomy and the lifter fcience;-, with feme remarks in favour of judicial aftro- 
logy, a ftudy as congcjiial to the times as to the ii.clinations of our philofopher. 

Ofi'ended with his relations, and dilgufted with his countrymen, he had long deter¬ 
mined to quit Denmark, and fettle abroad. After travelling through Germany and 
Italy, he at length fixed on Baflc, to the choice of which place he was influenced by thv? 
wholefomenel's of the air, the chcapnefs of living, and the celebrity of the uuiverfity, from 
whence he might hold an eafy correlpondence with the aftronomers of France, Ger¬ 
many, and Italy. 

On his return to Denmark, he was preparing with the utmoft fecrecy to tranfport his 
library and aftronomical apparatus, but was prevented from carrrying his defign into 
execution by an unexpected fummons from the King. Frederic, fccretly apprifed of 
his intentions, was unwilling that Denmark Ihoukl be deprived of fo great an ornament, 
kindly embraced him, offered his protection, prefented him with the ifland of Huen, 
and promifed to erect the buildings and apparatus neceffary for his purfuits. He alfo 
fettled on him a penfion of 1000 crowns a year, and gave him a canonry of Rolkild 
worth not lefs than 2000 crowns. 
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Tycho, tranfporled at this inftancc of his fovcreign’s Hboraiity, diJ not heiitatc accept¬ 
ing the offer. He repaired to the ifle of Huon, and on the 0 th of Auguft, 1576, 
prefent at laying the firft ftone of a magnificent houfe, which he afterwards called TJra- 
nienburgh, or the Caftle of the Heavens. It was a building of fixty feet fquare, con¬ 
taining a large fuitc of apartmetits, an obfervatory, anrl a fubterraneous la'ioratory ; and 
although the King fupplied 100,000 * rix-dollars, Tycho Brahe did not expend Id's than 
the fante fum. He afterwards conftructod a detached building for his obfervatory, 
which he called Stiernberg, or the Mountain of the Stars |. 

In this retreat Tycho Brahe paffed twenty years, and greatly improved the fcienco ol 
aftroiiomy by the diligence and cxactncfs of his obfervaiions. lie njaintained fcveral 
fcholars for the purpofc of inftnicting them in geometry and alironotny; fome of whom 
were fent at the expence of the King; others, who voluntarily offered thsmfelvcs, he 
received and fupported at Ids own charge. 

lie did not, however, pafs the life of an anchorite or a reclufe; on the contrary, he 
lived in a fumptuous manner, kept an open houfe with unbounded hofpitality, enter¬ 
tained and received all perfons, who flocked in crowds to vifit the ifiaad, and pay their 
refpeQs to an aftrononier of his renown. 

I)uring his rclidencc in this ifland, he received numerous vifits from perfons of the 
higheft; rank, particularly from Illric Duke of Mecklenburgh, in company with his 
daughter Sophia Queen of Denmark ; William, I/andgrave of Heffe Caffel, whofc cor- 
refpondence with Brahe on altronomical fubiefts has been given to the public, and who 
had fhewn himfclf a conftaut patron to the Danifii aPironomer. 

In 1590 Tycho was honoured with a vifit from James King of Scotland, afterwards 
King of England, when that monarch repaired to the court of Copenhagen to conclude 
his marriage with the Princefs Anne, and remained eigiit days at Uranienburgh. On 
retiring, the King prefented the aftronomer with a magnificent prefent, and afterwards 
accompanied his royal licence for the publication of his works, with this flattei'ing tefti- 
ir.ony of his abilities ami learning; “ Nor am I acquainted with thefe things from the 

r<lation of others, or from a mere perufal of your works} but 1 have feen them with 
my own eyes, and heard them with my own ears, in your refulence at Uranienburgh, 
during the various learned and agreeable couverfations which I there held with you, 

hich even now affed my mind to fuch a degree, that it is difficult to decide, whether I 
recoiled them with greater plcafure or admiration } as 1 now willingly tellify by this li¬ 
cence to prefent and future generations, &c.” 

His Majefty alfo compofod, in honour of the Daiiifii aftronomer, fome Latin verfes, 
more expreffive of efteem and admiration, than remarkable for claffic elegance. 

In 1592 Tycho was honoured with a vifit from his own fovercign, Chriftian the Fourth, 
then in the fifteenth year of his age, who continued fome days at Uranienburgh. The 
King (hewed great curiofity in examining the aftronomical and chymical apparatus, er- 
preffed the higheft fatisfaclion in receiving explanations, propofed various queftions on 
levcral points of mathematics and mechanics, to which His Majefty was attached, and 
particularly on the principles of fortification, and the conftrudion of fliips. He was 
alfo highly delighted with a gilt tin globe, which reprefented the face of the heavens, 

• 20,cool. 

f A plan of the ifland, and a curious engraving of ihefe buildings and of the garden, is to be found in 
Portraits llilloriiineG des Honrmes illuftrcs de Daiinemarc, under the article Tycho Brahe. An ciigra\i:ig 
of Urankirbn'.'gh is inferted in the Gentleman’s Mags/.ine for Novemher lyS’y, with explanations cxa';iy 
fimilar to tlic engravings and cj^limationr. in the Portraits Hilloritjues, excepting that Stiernberg i* 
.omitted. i: 

and 
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and being turned on Its axis, Ihewed the rifmg and fetting of the fun, together with the 
motions of the planets and heavenly bodies; a wonderful contrivance for that age. 
Tycho, obferving the delight of the young King, prefented this machine to His Majetty, 
who accepted it, gave him in return a gold chain, and alTured him of his unalterable pro< 
tefiion and attachment. 

Notwithftanding, however, thefe aflurances, the King’s youth was worked upon by 
thofe courtiers who were envious of the aftronomer’s merit, or who had been offended 
by the violence of his temper, and the feverity of his fatirc, and under various pre¬ 
tences prevailed on Chriftian to deprive him of his penfion, and the canonry of 
Roikild. 

. Tycho, thus deprived of the means to fupport the great expences of his eftablifliment 
at Uranienburgh, quitted with chagrin his favourite refidence, and repaired to his houfe 
at Copenhagen, where he waited for an opportunity to retire from his native country. 
Having tranfported from Uranienburgh all the inftruments and apparatus which could 
be removed, he departed from Copenhagen with his wife and family, landed at Roftoc, 
and remained a year at Wanibeck with his learned friend Henry Rantzau. 

Having dedicated a treatife on aftronomy to the Emperor Rhodolph the Second, he 
accepted a flattering invitation from that monarch, and repaired to Prague in 1599. 
The Emperor received him in the kindeft and moft honourable manner, built for him an 
obfervatory and laboratory, fettled on him an ample penfion, and treated him with the 
higheff marks of deference and refped, 

In the fervice of Rhodolph he paffed the remainder of his days, but did not live long 
to enjoy his proteftion. He had enjoyed a good ftate of health till the year previous to 
his death, when his conftitution, fomewhat weakened by intenfe application, was Hill 
farther fhattered by the chagrin occafioned by his removal from Uranienburgh. At 
that period he began to experience fymptoms of complaints which announced his ap¬ 
proaching diffolution, but which he concealed as much as poffible from his friends. Pic 
was reduced, however, to fo low a ftate, as to be affeded with the moft trifling circum- 
ftances, which he confidered as prodigies, and would frequently interrupt his falliesof wit 
with fudden refleftions on death. 

The immediate caufe of his deceafe was a ftrangury, which being attended with the 
moft excruciating torments, brought on a violent fever, and a temporary delirium; in 
the midft of which he was heard repeatedly to cry out, ** Ne fruftra vixiffe videarf.” 
The delirium at length fubfiding, he became compofed, and recovered his fenfes; but 
from his extreme weaknefs, perceived that he had not many hours to live. Accordingly 
he gave orders with the utmoft coolnefs and refignation, amufed himfelf with compofing 
an extempore copy of verfes, fung various hymns, offered up prayers and fupplications 
to the Supreme Being, recommended to his family and friends piety and refignation to 
the divine will, exhorted his pupils to perfevere in their ftudies, and converfed with 
Kepler on the abftrufe parts of aftronomy. Thus, amidft prayers, exhortations, and 
literary converiation, he expired fo peaceably, that he was neither heard nor feen t» by 
any of thofe who were prefent, to breathe hislaft. He died in Odober 1601, in the 
fifty-fifth year of his age. 

It is remarkable, that this enlightened aftronomer was fo affefted with the rage of 
fyftem-making, as to reject the fimple and beautiful fyftem of Copernicus, eftabliflied 
by the moft incontrovertible proofs, and endeavour to reconcile the abfurdities of the 

r 

* That I may not feem to have lived in vain. 

4 * Tnsiltnuiquille ut ncc deficere nec vifui fit nec auditua. - Oratio Funebria, p. sv. 
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Ptolemaic hypothefis. He was, indeed, too well acquainted with the motions of the 
heavenly bodies, not to be convinced that the fun was the centre of the fyflem; and 
though ftruck with the fimplicity and harmony of that of Pythagoras, revived by Co* 
pemicus, yet out of refpeft for feveral paflages of feripture, be abfurdly endeavoured to 
reconcile (what were never intended to be reconciled) his learning with his faith. He 
rejeded the diurnal rotadon of the earth on its own axis; fuppofed that the earth was 
quiefeent; that the fun, with all the planets, was carried about the earth in the fpace of 
a year; and that the planets, by their proper modons, revolved round the fun in their 
feveral periods: thus retting the moft abfurd part of the Ptolemaic hypothefis, which 
makes the whole planetary fyftem revolve round the earth in the fpace of twenty-four 
hours. 

Tycho, indeed, was fo bigotted to his own hypothefis, even in his laft moments, as to 
defire his favourite fcholar, the great Kepler, to follow his fyftem rather than that of 
Copernicus. 

If we were to eftimate the merits of Tycho Brahe as an aftronomer, we Ihould com* 
pare the faience as he left it with the ftate in which he found it. His great merit cou- 
fifted in his inventions and improvements of mathematical inftruments, and in the di¬ 
ligence and exadnefs with which he made aftronomical obfervations for a feries of 
years. As his inftruments were remarkably good, he compofed a catalogue of feven 
hundred and feventy-feven fixed ftars, obferved by himfelf, with an accuracy unknown 
to former aftronomers ; he difeovered the refradion of the air, demonftrated, contrary 
to the prevailing opinion of thofe times, that the comets were higher than the moon, 
and from his obfervations on the moon and planets, the theories of their motions were 
afterwards correded and improved *. He was the firft who compofed a table of re* 
fradions, and ihewed their ufe in aftronomy. Such is the reputation of Tycho Brahe, 
for his great proficiency in that fcience, that Coftard, in the Hiftory of Aftronomy, has 
fixed on his name for the beginning of a new period. 

He embraced a large circle of the arts and fciences. He cultivated poetry, and 
wrote Latin verfes, not without fome degree of claffic elegance. He drew the plan for 
building the caftle of Cronborg, and fketched the defign for^^he noble maufoleum of 
Frederic the Second, which was executed in Italy, and is ereded in the cathedral of 
Rofkild; He dabbled alfo in phyfic; was fond of being confuked, and gave his ad¬ 
vice and medicines gratis; he invented an elixir, which he calls an infallible cure for 
epidemic diforders, of which he publiflied the recipe in a letter to the Emperor Rho- 
dolph. 

He was a good mechanic. He pofiefled feveral automates, took great delight in 
Ihewing them to the peafants, and was gratified if they were confidered as Ipirits. 
Tycho was no lefs fond of being confulted as a fortune-teller, and willingly encouraged 
an opinion, that his knowledge of the heavenly bodies enabled him to obferve horo- 
fcopes, and foretel evei}ts. Traditional fables of his predi&ions have been handed* 
down to pofterity, which fhew his pronenefs to judicial aftrology, and the weaknefii of 
thofe who believed his predi&ions. 

At Uranienburgh Tycho Brahe had feveral contrivances calculated to deceive and 
aftonilh thofe who came to vifit and confult him. Among others, feveral bells, com¬ 
municated with the rooms in the upper ftory, inhabited by his fcholars, the handles of 
which were concealed in his own apartments. Frequently, when company was with 
him, he would pretend to want fomething, and having fecretly pulled the bell, would 


* See BoDBjcaiUe’a IntroduAion to. Aftronomy, 6i. 
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cry out, “ Come hither, Peter,” “ Come hither, Chriftian,” and was pleafed to obferv« 
the aftoniniment of the company, who, not hearing the bells, were furprized at the ap- 
pearance of the perfon thus fummoned. 

He was equally devoted to the ftudy of chymiftry, and expended as much on the 
terreftrial allronomy, as he ftyles it, as on the celeftial. He left, indeed, no writings on 
that fcience, although he intended to publifh a feleG.ion of his experiments, made with 
great labour and expence; yet he adds, in the true cant of alchymy, “ On confidera- 
lion, and by the advice of the moll illuftrious as well as the moft learned men, I deem it 
improper to unfold the fecrets of the art to the vulgar, as few people are capable of ufing 
its niyftcrics to advantage, and without detriment.” 

. His foiblc’s were as prominent as his virtues and capacity. He W'as of a niorofe and 
unbending difpofition, indulged himfelf in two great freedom of fpeech *'; but while 
he rallied others w'as not pleafed to be rallied htmfcif. 

Ilewa-s greatly addifled to judicial aftrology, and prone to credulity and fuperftition 
unbecoming his learning and judgment. If he met an old woman, he would inllantly 
return home, and confulcred an hare as an ill omen. At Uranienburgh he had a fool, 
by name Sep, who was accuftomed during dinner to fit at his feet, and whom he fed 
with his own hand. This man w'as continually uttering incoherent expreflions, which 
Tycho noted down, from aperfuafion that the mind, in a ftate of emotion, was capable 
of predifting future events; and even believed, if any inhabitant of the illand was taken 
ill, that this idiot could predift his recovery or dcceal'e. He maintained, that the cabala 
and magic, if they did not ad to the offence of God or man, could lay open many abftrufe 
things by figures, images, and marks. 

But to turn from the unfavourable to the brighter parts of his charader, we may 
affent to the truth of the eulogium given by his panegyrift ; to Tycho Brahe his fludics 
were life, meditation delight, fcience riches, virtue nobility, and religion his conftant 
guide t* 


.Chap. Journey through the IJlc of Zealand. — Roflld.-^CathcdraL—Sepulchres 

and Charadlers of theDaniJh Sovereigns^ Harald Blaatand.—Sveeyn II. — Margaret.--^ 
Chriftian 1 .—Saxo Gramniaticns.—Royal Sepulchres at Ringjlcd .— Pqffagc acrofs the 
Great Belt.—JJlc ofFunen, — Odenfee.—Tombs and Characters of John and Chrijtim II. 
—Paffage acrofs the Little Belt.—Journey through SIcfwic and Flolflcin,—Canal of 
Kiel. — Eutin. — Lnbcc. — Travemunde.—General Remarks on the circular Ranges of 
Stones frequent in Sweden and Denjnark,-—Genealogical Tables of the Kings of Den¬ 
mark. 

APRIL 5. Quitting Copenhagen we paffed along an excellent road, through a well- 
cultivated open country, to Rofkild, formerly the royal refidence and metropolis of Den¬ 
mark. It hands at a I'mall diftance from Ifefiord, or bay of .Tfe; and in its flourifhing 
ftate, was of great extent, comprizing within its walls twenty-feven churches, and as 
many convents |; but the prelent circumference is fcarcely halt an Englifh mile, and the 
population only one thoufand fix hundred and twenty fouls j the houfes are of brick, 
and have a neat appearance, 

, * Niliil fi£tum; niliil fitnulatiim in ipfo; fed fcaphum Japhum appdiabat j unde omne quod Tuftinuit 
odIuiu.-.-Or. Fun. .269. , 

•|- Ipli vita lludia erant; delicix vero meditatiu; divitiie fdentuc ; virtus nobilitns ; religio direftio.— 
Oraiio l''\;iicbrin. . 

i Irk'lbcrg, vol. i. p. •6r8. 
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The only remains of former magnificence are the ruins of a palace, and the cathedral, 
a brick building with two fpires, in which the Kings of Denmark arc interred, and 
which, according to an infcription in the choir, was founded * by Harald VI. who is ftyled 
King of Denmark, England, and Norway. Some verfes, in barbarous Latin, obfcurely 
allude to the principal incidents of his life f adding, that he built this church, and died 
in 980 1 . Harald, furnamed Blaatand, was fou of Gormo III. called the Old, and the 
firlt King of Denmark who embraced the Chriftian religion. His name occurs in the 
Saxon Chronicles as one of the invaders of England in the tenth century, where he 
cftablilhed his authority over the kingdom of the Eaft Angles, and of Northumberland. 
But his hiftory is fo mixed with fable, that glaring contradidlions appear in alraoft every 
incident. He loft his life in confequence of an infurredion headed by his fon Sweyn; 
but whether he was flain in battle, or by the rebel party, is not known. 

Harald was father of a line of kings, who raiPjd the power of Denmark to the higheft 
greatnefs. His fon, Sweyn I., is well known in our annals for his depredations and tri¬ 
butary exadions; and his grandfon, Canute the Great, who united in his perfon the 
crowns of England and Denmark, was the nioft powerful Prince of his time. The im¬ 
mediate defeendants of Harald Blaatand died and were buried in England; and his 
male line was extind in the perfon of Hardicanute, the laft fovereign who wore the two 
crowns. 

In the fame cathedral reft the remains of Sweyn II., the firft of a line of fovcrcigns 
called the Middle Race. Ele was fon of Ulf, governor of Denmark, who greatly fig- 
nalized himfelfin war, by Eftrida, filter of Canute the Great. Ulf being put to death 
at Rolkild, by order of Canute, Sweyn fled into Sweden, and on the death of Hardica¬ 
nute in 1042, claimed the crown of Denmark in right of his mother} for which reafon 
he is generally known by the appellation of Sweyn the fon of Eftrida. , The ftates, how¬ 
ever, gave the preference to Magnus the Good, King of Norw'ay; but on his death in 
J04'/, unanimoufly eleded Sweyn, who, by his abilities, had deferved his elevation. In 
a Latin infcription, he is called King of England, as well as of Denmark and Norway ; 
although the crown of England had been rellorod to the Saxon line in the perfon of 
l:idward the Confeflfor, and was afterwards feized by William the Conqueror. Sweyn 
lent a fleet againft England to affert his right to the throne, as a lineal defeendant froni 
Canute the Great; but his troops were either defeated by William, or obliged to eva¬ 
cuate the ifland through the treachery of his brother. Sweyn is deferibed by a contem¬ 
porary hiflorian |, who pcrfonally knew him, as a Prince polite to foreigners, of elegant 
manners, and great literary accomplilhments. He died in 1074, leaving thirteen fons 
and two daughters ; five of the fons fuccelfively filled the throne of Denmark; and his 
pofterity, in the male line, held it in pofleflion until 1387, when Valdemar III. dying 
without male ifiue, the female branch fucceeded; firft in the perfon of Oloff II., fon of 
the celebrated Margaret, and on his deceafe, in that of Margaret hcrfelf, whofe allies 
are alfo interred in this cathedral. 

The fepulchre of this remarkable woman, ftyled the Semiramis of the North, ftands 
confpicucus in the middle of the church, and is enclofed within a baluftradc. The mo¬ 
nument is of ftoue painted black, and on it lies the figure of the Queen in alabafter, a 

* I.ittic of t}ie original building now remains. According to Holberg, it was coiiflrucaed of wood, awl . 
afterwards built wiih ilone in lire reign ( f Canute. 

f Fundiius hafee Jovi fummo tunc condidit aedcs, 

• Pott natale Dei, dum fcripCmus odluaginta 
Noiigentos, meruit fcanderc celfa poli. 

:) bee the quotation from Adams Bremen in Fontoppidan’s Mar. Dan. p. 2. 
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whole length, and, as we were informed, her exafl: fize when alive. An infcription on 
the tomb, inilead of enlarging in long fulforae flatteries, fuch as are ufualiy paid to fove* 
reigns, records the time of her death, and adds, “ it was raifed at the expence of Eric of Po¬ 
merania, in memory of a Princefs whom pofterity could never fufficiently honour as Ihe 
deferves.” Lefs could not be faid of a perfonage who juftly claitns our refpeft and ve¬ 
neration, and whofe glorious reign has fcarcely its parallel in the records of hiftory. 
Margaret, daughter of Valdemar III., by Hedwige his Queen, was born in 1353 ; and,- 
if we may credit fome Danifh hiflorians, owed her being to a circumllance as fmgular 
as her life was illuftrious and eminent. Valdemar, returning from a hunting party, 
chanced to rmair to the caftle of Seborg, where he had confined his confort Hedwige 
pn account of forae ill-grounded fufpicions. Being pleafed with one of the Queen’s 
attendants, he propofed an interview; the woman feigned compliance, but fubttituted 
her miftrefs in her (lead, and Margaret was the fruit of the meeting ; which has led a 
Danifh hiftorian * to remark, in the high ftyle of panegyric, that the good which he un- 
confeioufly performed that night in begetting Margaret, amply compenfated for all the 
evil a£Iions of his life. In the fixth year of her age flie was betrothed to Ilaquin, King 
of Norway, fon of Magnus, King of Sweden, which was the firll ftep to her future great- 
nefs. This marriage, after much oppofition on the part of the Swedes, was folemnized 
at Copenhagen in 1363, when fhe was only in the eleventh year of her age. Margaret 
gave fo many proofs of her prudence and courage when liaquin loft the crown of Swe¬ 
den, as induced Valdemar frequently to fay of her, that nature intended her for a man, 
and had erred in maldng her a womanf. 

On thedemife of her father in 1375, fhe had the addrefsto obtain the eleSion of her 
fon Oloff, then only five years of age, in preference to the fon of her eldeft fifter Inge- 
burga; and on the death of Plaquin, fecured his fucceflion to the crown of Norway. 
Being regent during OloPs minority, her adminiftration was fo vigorous, prudent, and 
popular, that, on his premature death in 1385, fhe was chofen Queen by the ftates of 
Denmark ; the firft inftance, perhaps, in a government wholly elective, of a wopian. 
exalted to the throne by the free and unanimous fuffrages of a warlike people. With 
the fame addrefs fhe procured the crown of Norway; and was equally fuccefsful in gain¬ 
ing that of Sweden. Albert was chofen King, and might have preferved his power, 
had it not been his fate to contend with fuch a rival as Margaret. In allufion to her 
fex, he ftyled her, in derifion, the King in petticoats; fhe anfwered his reproach by ac¬ 
tions, not by words, and made him forely repent of his vaunts, when he found himfelf 
worfted in every engagement; when depof^ and captive, he owed his life to the cle¬ 
mency of the verj”^ woman whom he had wantonly infulted. By the famous union of 
Calmar, in 1397, llie united the three Northern kingdoms, and held them undivided 
during her reign, notwithftanding the averfion of the Swedes to the Danifh government. 
But in no inftance does the vigour and policy of her conduft appear more confpicuous 
than from this confideration; that the revolts and inteftine convulfions, which continu¬ 
ally difturbed the reigns of the fovereigns who immediately preceded and followed her, 
were fubdued during her whole adminiftration. This internal tranquillity, more glo¬ 
rious, though lefs fplendid, than her warlike atchievements, and which was unufual in 
thofe turbulent times, could only be derived from the commanding afcendancy of her 
fuperior genius. 

• “ Regina eadem fui mariti & pellex, & uxor, & conciibina. Quid ad hanc feenam Herculis navitas 
aut in Alcmenx finu Jupiter decumbens. Sane autem plus ea node Valdemarus*fecit boni infeius quam per 
omnem ritam feieus fecerat mall 5 qni praetiofiillmam vitam donavit orbi tot regnorum compotem futuram 
Margaretam, Sr Jegem tranfgrcdieodo, felicem Daniam cffecit.” Berengii Florus Danicus, p. 506. 

t Fontani Hift. Dan. 54^. 


7 


This 



337 


C0XE*8 TRAVELS IN DENMARK. 

This great pifecefe died fuddenly on the ayth of Odober 1412, in the fixtieth year 
of her age, and, if we include the period of her regency, in the 30th of her reign, liv¬ 
ing to her fucceffor the quiet poffeffion of the three kingdoms, and to her fubje6ls the 
regret of her lofs, by the experience of thofe calamities which burft upon the itate when 
the fceptre was wielded by a lefs able hand. Her remains were firft depofitcd at Soroe 
but removed to this cathedral by order of the bifhop of Rolkild*. * 

All the fovereigns of the Houfe of Oldenburgh, which ftill poirefl'es the throne of 
Denmark, are interred in th^thedral of Roikild, excepting John, Chriftian II. aiid 
Frederic I. 

Chriftian I. the father of this line, lies in a fmall chapel without montiment or in- 
fcription. He was count of Oldenburgh, and owed his elevation, as well to his lineal 
defcent from Eric VII. as to the moderation of his uncle Adolphus, Duke of Slefwick. 
On the death of Chriftopher of Bavaria without iffue, the ftates of Denmark offered the* 
throne to Adolphus, as the nearcft in blood to the deceafed monarch; but he declin¬ 
ing it on account of his advanced age, they, at his recommendation, elefted his nephew 
Chriftian, then in the 2ad year of his age. This event happened in 1448; and in the 
fame year he obtained the throne of Norway, in right of his defcent from one of their 
ancient kings. In 1558, on the depolition of Charles Canutfon, he received the crown 
of Sweden, but wore it only a fhort time, as well through his own inadtivity, as through 
the averfion of the Swedes to a foreign ruler. Chriftian I. reigned three-and-twenty 
years, a fovereign of great moderation and humanity; whofe qualities, being lefs Ihin- 
ing than folid, were more adapted to the interior adrainiftraiion of affairs, than to the 
exploits of war. He is juftly charafterized by an hiftorian, as one of thofe princes who 
do not attradt the admiration of mankind, yet whom Providence never beftows on a na¬ 
tion but as a ftgnal mark of favour f. 

Thefucceffors of Chriftian I. who are buried in the fame church, feem in general to 
have inherited his pacific qualities; as all, except Frederic II. and V. and Chnftian IV. 
were princes of mild and temperate difpofitions; patrons of the arts and fciences, ra¬ 
ther than enterprizing in arms; who yielded to others the palm of military glory 
and for the moft part fhrunk before the daring fpirit which animated the rival houfe of 
Vafa. 

In the fame chapel are the tombs of - Chriftian III. and Frederic II. Their fuperb 
monuments executed in. Italy, at the expence of ChrifUai IV. are efteemed mafter- 
pieces of fculpture. The ftatues of the two fovereigns are as large as life, under a ca¬ 
nopy of ftone, fupported by Corinthian pillars. Several figures of angel^ and the baffo 
relievos round the maufoleum of Frederic II. reprefenting that prince’s battles, are much 
admired. No tomb is eredled to the memory of Chriftian IV. juftly called, by Wraxall, 
the Idol of Danifli Hiftory: his body is depofited in a coffin covered with velvet orna¬ 
mented with filver trophies, efcutcheons, and angels holding crowns of laurel. * 

It would be tedious to enumerate the other fepulchres of the royal femily, moft of 
which are loaded with infcriptions of great length; the reader, who is defirous of fur¬ 
ther informiuion, will find them accurately tramfcribed in Pontoppidan’s Marmora Da^ 
tiica, and in Travels through Denmark’, pubUihed in 1702. 


• HicOnmum/i^ba,/edpoJ!ea/ierDommumP€trumEp!feopumR^Hdi^mmelcalerlraiifiata, bf R^Uit 

fepttUa, Lingebek, tom. iv. p. 542. 

f « Pint grand aux ytux de kt faint 'rm/tm au’a teux dn vufgain, dfat pua4lr$ un dt ctt frmm nut let tea- 
pit! ne leuent que foiblement, mast qut It Cm ne leur aceordt que quandil vmt leurprouver fin nmwy Ma^t, 
Hift. de Dan. tom. iip . 95. . 
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'I'he annexed genealogical tables trace in regular defeent the Kings of Denmark, 
from ilarald Blaatand to the prefiDt fovereign. 

Ill addition to thefb royal fepuiclircs, 1 ihall mention that of Saxo-Grammaticus, the 
moll ancient hiltorian of Denmark. 

Saxo, defeended from an illullrious Danifli * family, was born about the middle of 
the twelfth century f, and, on account of his uncommon learning, diftinguilhed by the 
name of Grimmaticus. lie was provoft of ilie cathedral church of Rofkild, and warmly 
patronized by the learned and warlike Abfalon, the celebrated archbifliop of Lundon, 
at whefe inliigalion he wrote the hiltory of Denmark. His epitaph, a dry panegyric 
in bad I.atin vcrre.s, gives no account of the a-ra of his death, which happened, accord¬ 
ing to Stephens, in 1204. His hiflory, confifting of fixteen books, begins from the 
earlicll aera of the Danifli annals, and concludes with the year 1186. According to the 
opinion of an accurate writer J, the firft part, which relates to the origin of the Danes, 
and the reigns of the ancient kings, ks full of fables; but the eight laft books, and par¬ 
ticularly ihqfe which regard the events of his own limes, deferve the utinoft credit. He 
wrote in Latin, and the flyle, if we confidcr the barbarous age in which he flouriflied, 
is in general e.xtremely elegant, but rather too poetical for hiflory §. 

After having fatisfied our curiofity in examining the tombs of Rolkild, we continued 
our journey, and pnli'cd the night at Ringllcd, a fmall, but neat, town, fituated almoll 
in the centre of the ifland : according to Tome antiquaries, it was built by Sigurd Ring, 
King of Denmark, who reigned in the 7th century j but this notion feems merely found¬ 
ed on the fimilarity of the name. The church, which is ellecmed the moft ancient 
Chriftian temple in Denmark, is a brick building, with two low fquare towers. Within, 
feveral Danifli Kings of the Houfe of Sweyn II. are interred. The tombs are much 
more flmple than thofe at Rolkild ; being generally plain flabs level with the pavement, 
exhibiting figures in armour carved on plates of brafs, or on the naked ftone, with Latin 
inferiptions, uioftly effaced by time. A few of the fepulchrcs, which are foinewhat more 
modern, are railed in the fliape of colfins. The firit fovereign buried in this church is 
Waldeniar I; who expired in 1182 : and the laft is Eric VIII. furnamed Manved, who 
died in 1319. 

April 6. We purfued our route to Corfoer, the place of embarkation, on the Great 
Belt, which I'eparates the Ifie of Zealand from that of Funen. Corfoer ftands on the 
weftern point of the Hie of Zealand on a fmall pcninfula, has a good harbour for light 
veffels, aiid is fortified by a citadel defended by a rampart of earth and baftions, with a 
few ufelefs cannon, more for form than fervice. It contains the commander’s houfe, 
formerly a royal palace, and a granary, and is garrifoned by a few invalids. 

* S«>n e authors have erroneoufly conjeftured, from his name Saxo, that he was born in Saxony; but 
Saxo was no uncommon appellation among the ancient Danes. See Olaus Wormius Monumenta Danica, 
p. 186. and Stephens’s Proicgomciia, p. 10. 

f Stephens, in his edition of Saxo Grammaticus, printed at Soroe, iiidubilably proves, that be muft have 
been alive iii 11 ;6, but cannot afeertain the exa£t place and time of his birth. See Stephens’s Prolcgo-' 
tiicna to the notes on Saxo-Cjtammalieus, p. 8, to 24} alfo Holberg, vol. i. p. 169 ; and Mallcl’a North, 
eiiitiq. vol. i. p. 4. 

J Holbtrg. 

J Mallet, in lii« HiHoire de Danncmarc, vol. i. p. 1S2, fays, “ that Sperling, a writer of great erudi¬ 
tion, has proved, in contradiiiiion to t!ie ulfcriions of iStephcns and others, that Saxo-Grammaticus was fc- 
ct.elary to Abfalon ; and that tlie Saxo provoft of Rofleild was another perfon, and lived earlier.” Jf fo, 
Saxo-Grammaticus, the hiftorlan, is probably not buried at Rofltild ; but I trvfll the reader will not be 
difpleafed with the account of an author fo little fnown as Saxo-Grammaticus. 
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Zealand, which wccrofled in our way from Copenhagen to Corfoer, is the largefl; of 
the ifles belonging to the King of Denmark, being about feven hundred miles in cir¬ 
cumference. That part which we travcrfeci, appears a gently waving furface; for the 
moft part open, dotted occafionally with fmall woods of beech and oak, and diverfified 
vvirii beautiful lakes. The illand is exceedingly fertile: it produces grain of all forts, 
atul in great plenty, abounds with excellent pallure, and is ftimous for its breed of 
horfes. The liclds, which feemed well cultivated, were in many parts formed into in- 
clofures, feparated by mud walls: a few cottages were of brick j but the generality were 
of mud white-wallied. 

/.pril 8. The wind blowing high, and diredly contrary, we were detained two days 
at Corfoer before we embarked tor the ifle of Funen j the diftance between the neareft 
points on each coatl is eighteen miles. At mid-day we pafled the fmall idand of Sproe, 
near which lay a guard-thip, for the purpofe of colledling toll from all veflels which paf- 
f.?d between that ifland and Zealand ; other fliips pay their duty at Nyborg. Sproe con- 
t.-iins only two buildings, a fmall inn for the occaiional refrelhment of the guard-fhip’s 
crew, and a neat farm-houfc; it produces grain and pafture. On the top of an height 
overlooking the fea, w^e obferved the ruins of an ancient fortrefs, which formerly be¬ 
longed to pirates, who ufed to refort in great numbers to this ifland. 

After a favourable palTage of four hours, wc landed at Nyborg, a fmall well-built 
town, in the Ifle of Funen, Handing on a commodious bay. The town is furrounded 
•with a rampart and ditch, and garrifoned by a company of invalids. An infeription 
over an old fquare building informed me, that Chriflian III., fon of Frederic I., raifed 
the fortifications. Towards the Ikirts of the town, and dole to the ramparts, are the 
remains of an old palace, in which Chriflian II. was born ; and to the roof of which, as 
his biographer * relates, he was conveyed, while an infant, by a tame monkey, and 
brought down without receiving the Icaft harm. 

In the afternoon we reached Odenfee, the capital of Funen ; a place of fuch high an¬ 
tiquity, that feme Danifli writers derive its foundation and name from Oden, the god 
and hero of the Gothic nations. But leaving fuch difquifiiions to the antiquaries of the 
country, I fliall only obferve, that its name occurs in the earlicft ages of the Danilh hiftory; 
and that it was a town of great note long before Copenhagen cxifted. Odenfee ftands 
on a fmall river, which is not navigable two miles from the bay of Stegeftrand. Many 
of the houfes are ancient, bearing dates about the middle of the fixteenth century; but 
part is newly built: it contains five thoufand two hundred inhabitants, who carry on 
feme commerce, exporting chiefly grain and leather; the latter is much efleeraed, and 
its goodnel's is fuppofed to arife from a certain propcity in the river water, in which it is 
foaked for tanning. The Danilh cavalry arefupplied from thence with the greater part 
of their leathern accoutrements. 

Odenfee is an epifcopal fee, which was founded by Harald Blaatand in 980, and is 
therichefl in Denmark ne^t to Copenhagen. It has a fchool, endowed by the celebrated 
Margaret, in which a certain number of fcholars, from fix to fixteen years of age are, 
jnflrucled gratis: they lodge and board in the town, and receive yearly pcnfions; other 
fcholarfiiips have been alfo founded by private pcrfoiis. The whole number amounted 
to feventy. '1 here is alfo a gymnajiwn., inflituted by Chriflian IV. for the admiliion of 
Ihidenis at the ago of fixteen. This feminary was Hill fun her improved by the liberality 
ol I lolbcrg the Diuiiih hiflorian, who protected letters with the fame zeal with which 
he cultivated them ;• but it is now greatly fallen from its former flourilhing ftate, con- 

• Svaninpr Vh. Clin'ft. II. 
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taming, when I pafled through the town, only eight ftudents. The cathedral is a large 
old brick building, which has nothmg retnarluble, except fomc coflly monuments of a 
private Danifli family. The church which formerly belonged to the convent of Recolets, 
contains the-fepuichres of John and Chrillian 11 . 

John afeended the throne in ’4B1, on the death of his father Chriftian I., and in 
1497, renewing the umon of Calmr.r, obtained the crown of Sweden, which the Swedes, 
however, did not long permit i ‘m to smioy. He died on the i ath of February, 1513, 
having on his death>bed adinoniified his ion ChilUau II.; admonitions which had no 
' effed on a bread: already corrupted 1 po ver, and immtient for dominion. John would 
have aded more wifely had he endea> < ured to render the infant mind of his fou capa> 
.ble of receiving the impreffions of virti’e, and had not ihamefully negleded his educa-< 
tion; a crime highly reprehentible in a father, but unpardonable in a fovereign, w'ho 
b perhaps rearing a tyrant for his fubjeds, and entailing on his country a feries of evils, 
for which he b himfelf chiefly accountable. Hiftorians agree in reprefenting John as a 
wife and prudent prince, inclined to peace, but enterprizing in war; and as generally 
moderate and humane; admitting, however, that he perpetrated occafional ads of vio¬ 
lence and cruelty, derived from a fpecies of melancholy madnefs, that preyed upon his 
mind, and at times deprived him of his fenfes. 

Hb fon, the cruel and unfortunate Chriftian II., is entombed near his father, under 
a plain grave-ftone, fomewhat raifed, but without infeription. He was born at Nyborg, 
on the ad of July 1481; and difeovered in his youth fymptoms of a lively genius and 
good underftandmg, W'hich, if properly cultivated, might have rendered him the orna¬ 
ment, inflead of the difhonour, of his country. The young prince was entrufted to a 
common burgher of Copenhagen, and afterwards removed to the houfc of a fchool- 
maller, who was a canon of the cathedral. In this fituation his chief employment con- 
fifted in regularly accompanying his mafter to church, where he diftinguilhed himfelf 
beyond the other fcholars and chorifters in chaunting and Tinging pfalms. He was af¬ 
terwards configned to the tuition of a German preceptor, a man of learning, but a pe¬ 
dant ; under whom, however, he made a coniiderable proflciency in the Latin tongue. 
From thb humble Vacation Chriflbn imbibed a tafle for bad company^ and was accuf- 
tomed to haunt the common taverns, to mix with the populace, to fcour the (Ireets, and 
to be guilty of every excels. The King at length, informed of thofe irregularities, re¬ 
proved him feverely; but as the Prince had already contrafted habits, which were 
grown too ftrong to be eradicated, thefe admonitions were too late. He feigned, how¬ 
ever, contrition for his pall behaviour, and again won the affcdlions of his father by his 
military fuccefles in Norway, and by an unwearied application to the affairs of govem- 
ment. 

During the firft years of his rei^n, which commenced in 1513, his adminiflration 
' was in many refpefls worthy of praife; and the excellence of many of his bws has in. 
duced Holb^g * to affirm, that if the chara£ler of Chriftian If. was to be determined by 
his laws, and not by his aflions, he would merit the appellation of Good, rather than 
of Tyrant. Happy would it have been for himfelf and his people, had he cominued to 
reign on the fame principles. 

At firft all his eoterprizes were crowned with fuccefs: he abridged the power of the 
Danifh nobility, and exalted the regal prerogatives j he obtained the crown of Sweden 
.by conquelt, and was even proclaimed hereditary fovereign of that kingdom. A pru. 
d^ and temperate \ife of ^efe advantages might have enfured him a long and undif. 


f Pu. pef. Yol. ii. p. 94. 
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Curbed poflefTion of the throne; but his natural difpofition, now freed from all reftrunt 
by profpenty, hurried him to the perpetration of the moft flagrant afts of tyranny. The 
dreadiul maflacre of Stockholm, in which fix hundred of the principal nobility were 
put to the fword, under the femblance of law, and amid the rejoicings for his corona¬ 
tion, exhibited fuch a ftriking inflance of his malignant and implacable charaSer, that, 
on the fuccefs of Guftavus Vala, the fpirit of rcflflance diSufed itfelf rapidly Irom Swe¬ 
den to Denmark, where he had exafperated his fubjefls by repeated opprelfions, and the 
confidence which he placed in the loweft and moft wortlilefs favouiites 

In 15^3 Cliriftian was publicly depofed by the ftates of Denmark, and the crown 
transferred to his uncle Frederic Duke of Holftein. This depofition was neither the 
confequence of Frederic’s intrigues, nor of party fpirit j but occafioned by the juft and 
univeifal deteftation which pervaded all ranks of people, and had more the appearance 
of anew eledion on the demile ot the crown, than of a revolution which deprived adef- 
pot of his throne. Chriftian himfelf was feufible uf the general odiutn, and, though by no 
means deficient in perfonal courage, made not the lead effort to retain poffcflion of that 
throne which he had often dilhonoured. Quitting Copenhagen he repaired to Antwerp, 
under the protedion of Charles V., whofc After Ifabella he had married. After many 
delays and lolicitations at the different courts of Europe, he at length colleded, by the 
Emperor’s affiftance, a fleet and army, with which he invaded the Danifh dominions; 
his attempts, however, proving unfuccefsful, he fell, in 1542, into the hands of Fred¬ 
eric I, and was configned a prifoner to the caftle of Sondeborg, a Itrong fortreis in the 
ifle of Alfen. 

The place of his confinement was a dungeon, with a fmall window, admitting only 
a few rays of light, through which his pruvifiuns were conveyed. Having entered this 
gloomy cell, with a favourite dwarf, the foie companion of his mifery, the door was in- 
itantly wailed up. Even the horrors of this fituation were aggravated by the death of 
his only fon John, who expired at Ratilbon m the fifteenth year ot his age, and on the 
fame day in which his father was taken prifoner. The premature deccale of this ac- 
complilhcd Prince, whom he tenderly loved, and on whom he relied his foie hopes of 
enlargement, reduced him to a ftate (ff defpondency. After much anxious folicitude 
by what means he could convey intelligence of his dreadful fituation to his daughter the 
Eledlrefs Palatine, and to the Emperor Charles V., the King prevailed on the dwarf to 
counterfeit ficknefs, and folicit his removal from prifon for the recovery ot his health. 
If fuccefsful, he was to feize the firft opportunity of efcaping from the Danilh dominions' 


* The lirll of thefe favourites was the tn&mcMis Sigrebit, mother of the King’s miftrefs Diveke* This 
artful woman, who was a native of Holland, and had kept an inn at Berghen in Norway, even after her 
daughter’s death, retained fuch power that (he m^t be (iyltd prime minifter: ihe was the only channel of 
favour, tranfa&ed all affairs of importance, had toe care of the finances, fuperintended the cufioms of the 
Sound, and had, in a word, acquired fuch a won^rful afirendancy over the infatuated monarch, that her 
influence was attributed to falcioation. On the iLipg’s depofition, Sigrebit was fo much detefted, that, 
from apprehenfions of the ^pular fury, fhc was conveyed in a cheft on board the vefiel which carried 
Chriftian from Denmark. Holbcrg adds, fhe confoled the King for the lofs of his crown, by affuring bint, 
that, through the 1 mperor’s intcreli, he could not fail of being chofien burgomaftcr gf Amfterdam. The 
particulars of this woman’s life, fubfequent to her etinpe from Denmark, are not known 

The other favourite of Chriftian, no lefs infamous tMn the former, was Nicholas Slagetbee, original B 
barber of WcftpKalta, and recommended to the King by his relation Sigrebit. He rendered himfelf fo 
vfeful to Chriftian by his fanguinary advice at the maflacre of Stockliolm, and by being the inflrument of 
his cruelty, that he was rewarded with the archbi&^ric of Lunden. Not long afterwards, however, the 
King threw on his favoWite all the odium of the maifacre, and facrificed him to the public vengeance: the 
unforfunate victim was firft racked, and then burnt alive j exhibiting a mclauchaly example, what little 
confideace is to be repofed in the fiivoac of a tytant. 

10 
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to the court of t 1 ic Eleflrefs, that fhc might engage the Emperor to intercede wilii the 
King of Denmark for fonie alleviation of her father's fuCcritigs. The dwarf accord¬ 
ingly feigned ficknefs, was transferred to the neighbouring town, eludtnl tite vigilance 
of his guards, and made his efcape j but was overtaken at Refburgh, fcarceiy a day’s 
journey from the Danifli confines. 

Chriftian, fruftrated in this attempt, and deprived of his faithful afibciaie, lingered 
for fome time in total folitude, until an bid foldier, worn out with the fatigue;; of war, 
offered to (hare the King’s imprifonment. This veteran being immured in tiic dungeon, 
amufed the royal prifoner with various anecdotes on the different princes and generals 
under whom he had enlifted, and by deferibing the expeditions and battles in which 
he had been prefent; and, as he had ferved from his earlieft youth, was a perfon of 
much obfervation, and by nature loquacious, he aflifted in relieving the tmeimm of 
Chriflian’s captivity. Nor did any event, fcarceiy the lofs of his fon, more fonfibly 
aflefl; the depofed fovereign, than the death of this foother of his mifery, who expired 
in the dungeon. 

After a confinement of eleven years in his original cell, Chriftian was at length re¬ 
moved, through the interceffion of Charles V. to a commodious apartment in the fame 
caftle, provided with fuitable attendants, and indulged with the liberty of vifiting in 
the town, attending divine fervice in the public church, and hunting in the neigh- 
bouring diftri^. Yet even this change of fituation, which had been fo long the iole 
objeft of his wilhcs, could not make him forget that he was ftill a prifoner, the recol- 
leftion of which aftefted him occafionally to fuch a degree, that he would fuddenly 
burft into tears, throw himfelf on the ground, utter the molt bitter lamentations, and 
continue for fome time in a ftate approaching to infanity. However defervedly odious 
Chriftian II. may have appeared in the former parts of his life; yet his fubfequent fuf- 
ferings raife compaflion ; and it is a pleafing fatisfadion to every humane mind, that 
he recovered from his defpondency, and acquiefeed in his late with perfed refigna- 
tio/i. 

In 1546, after a confinement of fixteen years and feven months in the caftle of Son- 
derborg, he was conveyed to the palace of Callenborg, in the ifle of Zealand, a place 
to which he was particularly attached. Chriftian 111 . repaired in perfon to Affens, re¬ 
ceived his fallen rival with great marks of attention, and promifed him every comfort 
which could tend to alleviate his fituation. Thefe unufual honours, joined to his re¬ 
moval from a place w'here he had experienced fo much mifery, and the profped of 
again inhabiting his favourite palace, excited jtranfports of joy, and he compared him- 
fclf to a perfon recalled from death *. 

Being conduded to Callenborg, he had the fatisfadion of finding thefe promifes re- 
ligioully fulfilled. He furvived this happy change ten years; and his mind was fo 
foftened by adverfity, that, old as he was, his death was haitened by aftlidion for the 
lofs of his benefador ('hrillian III. He died on the 24th qf January 1559, in the 
feventy-eighth year of his age, and in the thirty-fixth from the period of his depo- 
lition t- ^ 

April 9th, w^ arrived at Affens, juft mentioned as the place of meeting between tlie 
two Ibvcreigns } it Hands on the Little Belt, a ftrait of tiie Baltic, which feparates the 


* ** Quibns itie non fccus animo fxlillaratur, ac Jt marte extrn3us, novam lucent intueretur." Cragii 
AnnHi. 1 I'viil Ili.p. 5.:4. ■ ■* 

f Thtfc particiilarb gf Cliriftfajl the Second’s life aic chiefly taken from liglbtrg and Svaniugii Vita 
Chi'illiuiu tiecuiidl. ' . 
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iflc of Funen from the continent. This ifland is three hundred and forty miles-in cir- 
curiiterence, fertile in pafture and grain, and exports annually to Norway, barley, oats, 
rye, and peafe. The country is open, with a gently undulating furface ; bur the coafts 
are generally flat and fandy. The pafl’age acrofs the Litttle Belt is only nine miles ; 
but the wind being contrary, we were five hours in performing it. We landed on the 
duchy of Slcfwick, at Arroe-Sound, fo called from the litle ifland Arroe, contiguous 
to the continent. 

On the 1 ith w'c pa (Ted through fevcral fmall, but neat towns, beautifully fituated on 
the inlets of the Baltic, and particularly Flenflmrg, which carried on a confiderable 
trade during the American war, and poffefled two hundred merchant veflels, trading 
moftly to the Well Indies. Peace has reftored the commerce to its old channels; 
many of the veflels have been fold, the traffic to the Weft Indies confiderahly Icflened, 
and the chief trade centers in the iflc of Zealand, the coafts of Norway, and Sweden. 

Between Flenlburg and Slefwie is that part of the duchy of Slefwic called Angela or 
Engel, doubtlcfs the native country of our Anglo-Saxon anceftors, who invading and 
taking poflcllion of our ifland, formerly called Britain, converted its name into Engel- 
land or England. The truth of this faft, fufficiently authenticated by hiftory, is ftill 
further corroborated by the rel’emblance which this fertile diftridt bears to our native 
ifland. 

The country from Flenflmrg to Cappel is delightful, diverfified with fcattered farm- 
houfes and frequent villages. I'he gravel roads wind through green lanes, with quick- 
fet hedges, through inclofed fields, and fmall woods; reminding me fo much of my 
native country, that I almoft fancied I was palling through Englifli lanes and Englilh 
inclofures. 

We made this excurfion in an open cart, and, as the weather was favounable, enjoy¬ 
ed a conftant view of this agreeable and cultivated diftridt. According to the informa¬ 
tion of the peafant who drove us, the country yields all forts of grain and flax, 
and abounds in pafture; the peafants weave fulKcient linen and coarfe cloth for their 
own ufe, knit their worfted ftockings, and make their boots and Ihoes; they procure 
hats and a better fort of cloth from Flenlburg. Their food is chiefly rye-bread, cheefe, 
eggs, milk, and occafionally meat; they diflil fpirits from malt, and make cyder, 
which is their ufual drink. 

Cappel, a fmall but neat town on the Sley, contains about five hundred and fifty 
inhabitants, who are induftrious, and carry on fome trade, exporting bacon, cheefe, 
butter, eggs, and other commodities to Copenhagen, and fupplying the interior parts 
of the province with coffee, fugar, fpiccs, and other foreign merchandize. 7 he envi- 
rons of Cappel are quite delightful, being grounds gently rifing, Iprinkled with much 
wood, and commanding fine views of the bay. 

'Phe duchy of Slefwic, fometimes called South Jutland, is feparated from Holftein, 
or the King of Denmark’s*German dominions, by the Eyder. 7 'he capital is an irre¬ 
gular town of great length, and contains five thoufand lix hundred and thirty inhabi¬ 
tants. The houfes are of brick; and like the oth^'r towns iti the country refeinble in 
neatnefs and manner of building thofe of Holland : the inhabitants drefs alfo like the 
Dutch, and many of them fpeak thejr tongue, though the ufual languages are the 
German and Danifli. Clofe to Slefwic is the old palace of Gottorp, formerly the ducal 
refidonce, at prefent mhabited by the Stadtholder, or Governor, Prince Charles of ■ 
Hcffe-Caflcl, who married Louifa, Princefs of Denmark. It is a large brick edifice, 
furrounded by a rampart and moat:-'from this cadle, the ducal line founded by Adol¬ 
phus 
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phus fon of Frederic I. King of Denmark, was denominated Holftein Gottorp, which 
was loft in the title of Emperor, when Peter the Third afeended the throne of Ruftia. 

The church of Slefwic contains the monument of Frederic the Firft, fon of Chrif- 
lian the Firft. The tomb is a farcophagus of dark marble, fupported by fix female 
figures ftanding on pedeftals, Charity, accompanied by two children, her ufual em¬ 
blem; Foititiido, holding a broken column; Prudence, with the ferpent; Juftice, 
with her fcales; Jurifprudence, with tablets; and Hope, with an anchor; their coun¬ 
tenances arc Greek, and uncomnionly pleafing, and the drapery truly elegant, after 
the antique. Towards the bottom of the farcophag- “re f^ur beautiful little angels or 
genii, with their reverfed torches, above is placed the figu e r the King in armour. At 
•each end are the figures of twowomf*n, m' the fame fi7« and elegance as thr'e which 
lupport the farcophagus ; one holds t’-'e rcyal c<\^: of an s, .he othc’* a fcrole contain¬ 
ing Latin verfes in praife of the aecealed. All the ugures are of the fineft alabafter, 
and were probably executed in Italy. 

Frederic received as his inheritance the duchy of Slefwic, and the crowm of Den¬ 
mark on the depofition of Chriilian the Second. Seated on the throne by the univer- 
fal fuffrages of the nation, he was eftabliihed in it rather by ‘■he zeal of his fubjefts, and 
by the co-operating afiiftancc of Guftavus ’'^afa, his proteftor and r”’al, ihan by his 
Ajwn prowefs. He feems indeed to have inb»>ufcd "he- mild and pacific virtues of his 
father Chriftian the Firft; virtues which woi.id never have railed him to a throne, had 
not the general odium confpired to the depofitio*- of Thrillian the Second. He died in 
»533» years. 

That part of the duchy which we traverfed feemeu we., cultivated ; it was in general 
flat and open, but occafionally exhibited variegated la»'dfcapes of heath, arable land, 
and pafture, inclofed with quickfet hedges, and ftudded with woods of beech and oak. 
The farm-houfes had the appearance of great neatnefs. We paifed alfo ranges of new 
cottages, lately erefied for colontfts at the expence of the crown; they are fpacious, 
and refemble thofe of Weftphalia, containing, under the fame roof, a large barn, with 
divifions for the cattle on each fide, and two rooms at the fur’ “r end for the family. 
Each colonift is fupplied with ploughs, carts, and other implements of agriculture, two 
horfes, and a penfion during three years. 

About twenty miles from Slefwic we quitted that -chy, and at Rendfuurgh croffed 
the Eyder into Holftein, which river is confider^d as forming on this fide the limits of 
Germany. 

Rendfburgh is efteemed the ftron^eft fortre'’" in the D iff* te’Tfitories. The town, 
which contains three thoufand lix hundred inhabitants, carries on but little trade, 
fcarcely poffeffing three veffels. It muft foon, however, become a place of importance, 
as the canal of Kiel will introduce a confiderable degree of commerce. The laft iluice 
is to be conftruded at Rendfburgh. The Eyder is navigable for large veffels within a 
fhort diftance of the town, while thofe of inferior burden land thrir goods on the quays. 
The tide, which rifes near four feet, brings fand into the channel; and floating ma¬ 
chines are continually employed to deepen its bed. 

The environs are chiefly a flat barren heath; but as we approached Kiel, the coafts 
gradually became hilly and more fertile. We pafled between the Wetter and Flemhu- 
der lakes, again crofTed the Eyder, there only a fmall rivulet, and arrived in the even- 
ing at Kiel. The diftrid of Kiel is that portion of the duchy of Holftdn, which de- 
feended to the line of Holftein-Gottorp, and belonged to Peter HI. as part of his he. 
reditary dominions. In i yyj the Emprefs of Ruflia ceded it to the King of Denmark, 

in 
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in exchange for the counties of Oldenburgh and Delmenhorft, whijh fhe gave to the 
Prince Bifliop of Lubec. This exchange was favourable to Denmark, as the King now 
poffelfes the whole duchy of Holltein; and the intended jundion of the Baltic and the 
North Sea will be formed entirely through the Danifh territories. 

Kiel pofleffes an univerfity for the German fubjeds of Denmark, founded in 1650 by 
Chriflian Albert, Duke of Holilein-Gottorp, and confiderably enlarged by the prefent 
King; it contains twenty-four profefTors, and about three hundred {Indents. The town 
ftands on a fmall peninfiila in a of the Baltic, and has a very commodious harbour 
for large {hips. It’s r’‘'3;d, .me • ’ ♦he molt commercial places of Holfteinj and the 
trade will be (till %rther au^ “ en the inland navigation acrofs the peninfula is 

This inland navigation, fo .f ,\;n6l.on of the two feas, is formed acrofs the duchy 
of Holftein, by the canal of fCio' .nu thtr river which paffes by Rendiburgh, and 

falls into the German ocean -t 'I'onningen. 

The canal begins about three mil north of Kiel, ai the mouth of the rivulet Lewsn- 
fawe, which heretofore feparat-d HoKfeb from and will form a new boundary 

between thofe two duchies, I ^ e dhtance from its be^, . ..ng to the lad {luice at Rendf- 
burgh is twen.;-fe’^en "'ngiilh miles ; iau ? tne F.yCe. is navigable about fix miles and 
three quarters abovo Rendlburgh, and only r miles to be de pened in fome places, the 
cut necelTary for the comple''.oi‘ cf l;_- coiuronnicatson between the two feas is only 
twenty miles and a half. 

The canal was begun in July 1777 ; and in June 1785, when I laft examined it, was 
almoft finiihed. The work was pt.v, rmed by contradf; one thoufand and twenty-four 
cubic feet* of earth wex taV o.n'fer eight {hillings; and the whole expence 
was to amount to about 8oo,oo(-i. Between the FJemhuder lake and the rivulet La« 
vens is the higheft point, on each fide whereof the waters take different courfes to the 
Baltic and German Ocean? in this part the ground muft be excavated to the depth of 
fifty feet. The perpendicular, fall towards the Baltic is twenty-five feet fix inches; that 
towards the ocean twenty-three; and the veFc'swill be raifed or let down by means of 
fix iluices; Holtenau, K. orp, Suckdorf, Shinkel, Niederholten, and Rendfburgh. 
The breadth of the cut Ls one hundred feet at top, and fifty-four at.bottom; the fluices 
are twenty-feven feet in breadth, and one hundred in length; the loweft depth of water 
ten feet. The canal will be fu.nilhed with water as far as Steinwarp from the Eyder, 
and the lakes Flemhuder and Wefter, from thence to Renlb xrgh by the Wetter lake, 
from which iTues a ilv.. that ] ms the Eyder. Merch .nt nen of about one hundred 
and twenty tons burden wi” be able to navigate this cajxal 

The utility of this important undertaking will be evident from a mere iafpeftion of the 
map of Denmark. At prefent even the fmalleft \elfel8, trading from any part of the 
Daniih dominions in the Baltic to th< Northern Sea, mud make a circuit round the 
extremity of Jutland, and are liable to be detained by contrary winds. This navigation 
is fo t^ious, that goods (hipped at Copenhagen for Hamburgh are not unufually fent by 
fea only to Lubec, and from thence by land. 

The objeft of thofe who planned this canal was no lefs than to draw by Kiel into the 
Baltic the commerce of Bremen, Hanover, and Wedphalia, which is now carried down 
the Vefer, and by Gluckdadt upon the Elbe to Hamburgh and Lubec, and to facilitate 
the tranfport of merchandize from Holland and the north fea to the ports of the Baltic. 
But the principH impediment to the fuccefs of this canal feems to arife from the difficult 

* The foot ttfed in this chapter u to the Englilk at ai to 22. 
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uavigatinn of the Eyder between Rcndfliurgh and Toniiingen, on account of the nu* 
morous flioals occafioned by the fliifting fands, which not unfrequently render the en« 
•trance into the Eyder imprafticable, and always prevent any veflels from palling which 
draw more than nine feet of water. Few fhips, therefore, which navigate the Baltic, 
will unload their goods at Kiel, iti order to embark tliem in fmaller vefllls for Tonnin- 
gen, where the merchandize mull be again reltnbarked. Ships failing from the Baltic 
to the F.nglifii or French ports will doubtlcfs prefer the navigation round the Cattegate, 
with all its dangers and difficulties. Thofc deftined lor liamburgh, or the adjacent 
parts,-will choole, perhaps, the ffiorlcr and more fccure paffiige of the canal. But it is 
much to be doubted, whether the commerce between Hamburgh and the north will be 
fufficient to an Twer the cxpenccs of tlie confl.rtu‘'tioii. 'J'he trade of Kiel, at all events, 
will be greatly incrcafcd by this canal; but the principal depolitory of the merchandize 
will be at Rendfburgh 

After having examined the canal and towm of Kiel, we continued our route, and, in 
eighteen miles, reached a finall village beautifully feated between two lakes, in the mid ft 
of a romantic country, interfperfed with forefts of beech and oak. The largeft of tbefe 
lakes is thatof Ploen, the banks of which are adorned with the town of Ploen, the ca¬ 
pital of the duchy, which efeheated to the King of Denmark in lybi, on the deceafeof 
the laft Duke Charles without iflue male. The palace, formerly the ducal refidence, 
rifing in tiie midft of the town, on elevated ground, and overlooking the lake is a pic- 
turefque objeft. 

'I'he road from Ploen to Eutin runs along a fertile country, through fields of corn 
and pafture, enclofed with “ hedge-row elms and coppice green," and beautifully in¬ 
terfperfed with groves of oak and beech. 

Eutin is a town with a palace belonging to the Prince Biffiop, in which he ufually re- 
fides, and from which he aflumes his title. The prefent Prince is brother to Adolphus 
Frederic, late King of Sweden : it is, like Ofnabrug, a fecular biflioprick. The palace 
is a large brick building, on the banks of a lake, and contains nothing worthy of obfer- 
vation, except a few indifferent family piflures j amongft which I remarked one of the 
Duke of Anhalt, father of the fortunate Catharine the Second, Emprefs of Ruffia, 
and another of Charles, Duke of Holftein, father of the unfortunate Peter the Third. 

I’he grounds are laid out in ftraight walks, with cut hedges, ftagnant canals, sndjeis 
d'enu ; an intermediate plot of ground is called an Englifli garden, and confifts chiefly of 
zig-zag walks, wl'.ich, according to the opinion of moft foreigners, are ridiculoufly 
fupppfed to form the peculiar excellence of our flyle. ' 

Lubec, the head of the Hanfeatic league, was formerly the moft commercial city, and 
powerful republic of the north; her fleet bade defiance to the northern powers, and 
rode miRrefs of the Baltic. How are the mighty fallen! Ihe no longer retains a fhadow 
of her former power, has loft great part of her trade, and her commerce, confiderably 
diniinifhed, will fuffer ftill more diminution, if the canal of Kiel.fhould anfwer the pur- 
pofes for which it was planned: for by that means great part of the merchandize which 


* This canal was opened in 1785, and the following is a lift of the veflels which pafled through it daring 
nine fucceffive years: 


lySjJ— 453 veflels, including 4.4 foreign. 
80— 400 . - 67 

87— C45 - - . 125 

88 - 6i6 . - 136 

tp —1072 • • 280 


1790— 961 veflels, including 293 foreign. 

91— 1230 - - 476 

92— 1509 - - , 722 

93— 2290 - - 1441 


now 
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now paffes through this town will be conveyed along the canal, and down the Eyder to 
Tonningen, and thence by fea and up the Elbe to Hamburgh, To counteraft thefe ef- 
fefts, profeflbr Buefch has formed a plan to render the Steiknitz navigable for vefl’els 
of burden as far as Lauenburgh. Should this projeft be carried into execution, the ad¬ 
vantages arifing to the duchy of Lauenburgh, as well as to the city of Lubec, are too 
evident to require an explanation. 

The houfes pf Lubec are built in an ancient ftyle of architeSure, the doors being 
fo large as to admit carriages into the hall, which frequently feiTes for a coach-houfe. 
The wJrils of many houfes bear the date of the fifteenth century j and doubtlefsi at that 
period, the town was efteemed extremely beautiful. 

1 he quay of Lubec is on the river Trave, which falls into the fea at the dirtance of 
fourteen miles, and admits veflels from one hundred and fifty to two hundred tons bur-- 
den, and fometimes, but rarely, three hundred. I obferved about one hundred and 
twenty mcrchant-fhips deflined to Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark. The trade is chiefly 
a trade of commiffion, drawing from Ruflia, Sweden, and Denmark, their raw commo¬ 
dities, and fupplying them with wines, filks, cloth, and fteel ware. 

Being unwilling to quit the territory of Lubec without vifiting Travemunde, we fet' 
off at five in the afternoon, and at feven reached Travemunde, diftant from Lubec 
about nine miles. Wc found a clean and comfortable inn, good accommodations, and 
a civil landlord, who fpoke Englifli. 

Travemunde, or the mouth of the Trave, is the port where the vcffels trading to and 
from Lubec take their flation. We hired a boat, and rowed round the port to the 
road ; the port is able to contain fixty veffcls, and fufficiently deep to admit thofe of two 
hundred tons burden, the fame as afeend the 'I’rave to Lubec. Men of war ride at an¬ 
chor in the road. Our landlord procured from the pilot a lift of the merchant-lhipa 
which took their departure from Travemunde in the following years :— 

In 1778, nine hundred and forty-one Ihips; in 1779, nine hundred and fixteen ; In 
1780, eight hundred and three; in 1781, nine hundred and thirty-five ; in 1782, eight 
hundred and fifty-eight} in 1783, nine hundred and fifty-one.. Of thefe he conjec¬ 
tured tliat one hundred and fifty belonged to Lubec, three hundred were Danilh, two 
hundred and fifty Swedifli, one hundred Pruflian, twenty Danilh, and ten Englilh.. 
Travemunde is defended (if it can be called defence) by a ftnall fortrefs mounting forty 
gun.«, and containing a garrifon of fifty men. 

We palled through Ratzeburgh, a fmall fortified town, prettily fituated on an ifland 
in the midft of a lake thirty miles in circumference ; the banks abrupt, and pleafantly 
feathered with wood. The town partly belongs to the duchy of Mccklenburgh Strelitz, 
and partly to that of Saxe Lauenburgh. The buildings are of brick ahnoli every 
houfe is {haded with a tree, which forms a fingular and agreeable appearance. 

From the lake of Ratzeburgh ifliies the river Wakenitz, which joins the Trave ncar- 
Lubec, and thus facilitates the w'ater-communication between Lubec and thefe parts. 
The duchy of Saxe Lauenburgh belongs to the King of England, as Eleftor of Hanover. 

The road winds at a fmall diltance from the lake of Ratzeburgh, commanding diver- 
fified views of wood, water, and fields of com and pafture. 

Near Moellen is the navigation of the Steiknitz, which unites the Elbe and the T-ravc, 
This water-conimuuicaliori is formed by the two fmall rivulets, the Steiknitz and the 
Devenau, the former, falls into the Trave, and the latter into the Elbe at Lauenburgh j-, 
they were united tty a canal, cut by order of the government of Lubec, in the fourteenth, 
century, fuppofed to be the firft canal-which had double fluice-gates. The average 
depth of water being only three feet and a half, no heavy-Uden vcffels can pafs. I he^ 

Yi Y. z. watermeiii 
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watermen belonging to fome barps carrying com and planks, told me, that they had 
employed eight days in coming from Lubec to Moellen, which is only thirty>(ix miles 
by land, and did not exped to reach Lauenburgh in lefs than eight days more. Se« 
Venteen locks mull be palTed between Lubec and the Elbe at Lauenburgh; yet, nou 
withftanding this inconvenience, about four hundred and forty veffels aimually navigate 
the canal. The environs of Moellen are agreeably diverfified with fine woods of oak, 
beech, and birch. 

Duiing my progrefe through Sweden and Denmark, I remarked, with attentive cu. 
riofity, many of thofe regular circles of ftones which are fo frequently fcattered over the 
face, not only of thefe countrira, but of our own. According to the plan I have ge¬ 
nerally followed in the courfe of this work, I (hall firft deferibe thofe which fell under 
xny immediate obfervation, and then throw together a few remarks on their probable 
origin and defiination. 

In the province of Wefi Gothland, between Kalange and Lidkioping, I obferved on 
the top of an hill two rude mafies of red granite, placed upright on each fide of the high 
road. The tallell meafured fifteen feet in height, five fpans and a half in breadth; the 
other was about twelve feet high, fix fpans broad, and both were no more than four 
inches thick. In a plain near Runneby, in the province of Blekinge, 1 noted many 
ranges of ftones fet up endways, and forming various circles, all of which plainly re¬ 
ferred to one general difpofition. I counted at kaft ten of thefe circles, and among the 
moft perfefk, one of eight fiones, whofe diameter meafured five paces, and another of 
ten, whofe diameter was feven; the ftones were from two to four feet in height, and 
the higheft did not exceed ten. 

Again, clofe to Skillinge, the neareft poll to Carlfcrona, are feveral fimilar remains 
on a rocky eminence, confiding of many oval or circular ranges; the greater part were 
in the rough date; fome were hewn fiat and broad, and others fomewhat refembled 
pillars pointed at top in the rudeft manner. At the fummit of the rock feveral concen¬ 
tric ranges inclofed a fpace of about ten feet diameter, in the centre of which ftood two 
flat ftones, fcarcely three feet in height, placed edgeways, and between them was the 
lower part of a withered trunk, the remains of a tree, which had once flouriihed in 
that fpot. It appeared to me like an oak; and a perfon attached to the hypothefis, 
that foch drcles are druidical relics, might, with a fmall degree of enthufiafm, have con- 
fidered this very tree as the central oak; could he fuppofe that the religion of the 
Druids was ever eftablifiied in thefe northern kingdoms. The larged of thefe ftones 
vras about*twelve feet in height. On the fouthern fide of the village were fimilar mo¬ 
numents of antiquity, the higheft of which meafured eighteen feet, and we continually 
obferved renutins of the fame in our route through Sw^en. 

In the Danifli iiles, as-well as in Slefwic and Holftein, thefe circles occurred no lefs 
frequently than in Sweden, but none of the ftones were large; few which fell under 
my obfervation exceeding fix or feven feet in height, and the greater part were not more 
than two or three. In fome places I noticed two laid edgeways, and upon them an un¬ 
formed mafs .of ftone in an horizontal pofition, which is exaAly fimilar to the Britifli 
Cromlech. One of thefe monuments is thus deferibed in Colonel Floyd's Journal: 

** About three or four Englifli miles from Corfoer, at the extremity of a wood, ftand- 
ing on a promontory, I found one of the moft perfed of thefe ancient monuments. 1 
obferved a large mound of earth, on the fummit of which large conical granite ftones, 
ftaiiding at fmall intervals from each other, enclofed an oval fpace of a very eonfiderable 
extent. In the cehter and higheft point, a huge, lhapelefs mafs of granite was laid ho¬ 
rizontally on four other ftones, almoft buried beneath the furfitce of the ground. Near 

*6 it 
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it was another mound, on the top of which another large ftone was placed in a fimilar 
manner on four others. I remarked veftiges of trenches; but as the place was covered 
with underwood, and night approached, I could not trace thdr diredion.*’ 

To our inquiries in feveral parts of Sweden, concerning the ori^n of thefe andenC 
relics, the peafants generally anfwered,^ that they wero ereded by a race of giants for¬ 
merly inhabiting thefe counfries. We have many fimilar monuments in our ifland, and 
particularly that of the Robrich ftones, near Burford in Oxfordlhire, the Snake’s Head 
of Overton Temple, as defcribed by Stukeley * ; fome of thofe which are delineated in 
Borlafc’s Antiquities of Cornwall, and that circular range in Cumberland, of which Mr. 
Pennant t has given an engraving in his Tour to Scotland, feem moft to refemble thole 
W'hicb I obferved in Sweden and Denmark. I cannot, however,' but add, that Olaus 
Wornuus, and other authors, highly exaggerate when they deduce any refemblance be¬ 
tween the ftupendous fabric of Stone Henge, and thefe trifling, though genuine, remains 
of high antiquity, and ftill more erroneoufly conclude from that fanciful refemblance, 
that Stone Henge } was confiruded by our Anglo-Saxon anceftors, who migrated from 
thefe northern parts. 

Endlefs controverfies have arifen among the learned concerning their origin and 
deftinatton; and each author maintains that they were raifed by that particular nation, 
or fed, which heft fuits his favourite hypothefis. Thus they are ftyled by diffeseat au¬ 
thors, Celtic, Gothic, Daniih§, Saxon, Pidic; and by others have been folely attri¬ 
buted to the Druids, a favourite order of men, under whom we are too apt to ihelter 
our ignorance. Although thefe rude monuments are undoubtedly of fuch high anti¬ 
quity as almofi; to baffle our inquiries, yet we may infer, from hiltorical 'evidence, that 
they had not all the fame original defiination; fome were raifed as memorials of ma- 

* Stnkeky's Abury, p. 4, ub, iii. p. 40. and tab. xxi. 

■f Tour into Scotland, and annexed plate. 

^ It is curioui to trace the different fyilems which have been framed concerning the origin of Stone 
Henge : and to obferve upon what vague and uncertain principles each author has founded his hypo¬ 
thefis. 

The celebrated arcbitcA. Inigo Tones, in a work entitled *' Stone Henge reftored,** endeavoura to af- 
certain, but without fufficient proof, that it was a Roman temple, confecrated to Calum, aad conilrufted 
between the times of ^ricola and Conftantinc the Great. Pr. Charleton, on the contrary, in hia Stone 
Hen^e reftpred to the Dhnes,'* entirely overturns the fyllem of Inigo Jones; and contends, with more in¬ 
genuity than argument, that it was built in the beginning of Alfred’s reign by thh Danes, who over-ran 
great part of E^Iand, as a place for theeledion of their kings. 

John Webb, Efq. in ** A Vindioition of Stone Henge reftored,” refutes, with much learning, the opi¬ 
nion of Dr. Charleton, but fails in re-eftabliihing theTyftem of Inigo Jones. ^ Some fu^ipofe it to have 
been ercAed in memory of four hundred and fixty Britons maifacred by Hengift; a chimerical notion, 
arifiqg merely from the fimilarity of the words Henge and Hengift; others, that it waa raifed in honour of 
Aurdiui Arobroliua, the laft Britilh king 1 and a few that it was a fepiilchinri monument of fionduca, by 
the Old Britons. 

Dr, Stukeley, in his elaborate treatife on Stone Henge,^ has completely overturned all thefe 

g ftems of former writers { butds not equally fuccefsful in eftabOihihg his favourite pofition, that it was a 
ruidical temple. 

In a word, all that can be colle£ted, from a diligent examination of the feveral fyftemi, is, that it is a 
monnmeht of very Ugh antiquity, far beyond the reach of hifto^ or tradition} and that there arc not fuf- 
ficient data by which any certain opinion can be formed of its origin. 

I Olaut wormiui, in the true fpirit of national prriudice, (uppofes all thefe monuments to ‘have been 
crcAcd by the Dimes, becaufe great numbers are foundf in Denmark, upon which affertion Stukel^'ob- 
fervci, their being in Denmark does not prove them to have been founded by the Danes, as they cxi^ iqi 
that conntry long oefore anr mention is made in hiftory of the Danes; but they rouft have been raifed be^ 
fore that peonle occupied tne northern iilea, by the Csmbriani, or Goths of old) and if not by riwm, by 
whom ii not known nom ftory. 
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terial events; others as fepulchres j but the greater part were probably places, or • ob- 
je£ls, of facred worfliip. In the earlier ages of the world, we find that ftones were 
erected for all thefe purpofes, and by difierent nations; but as it would be tedious to 
enumerate the feveral proofs of the affertion, I muft refer the reader to Borlafe's Dif- 
fertations on fimilar monuments exifting in our own country, as the mod; able writer on 
this fubjeft. How can we poflibly confine to any particular nation, or religion, cuftoms 
ufed indifcriminately by all in remote periods, or how can we aflign their epoch, fince 
moft of them were either railed before the Chriftian aera, or precMed the introdudrion 
of the gol'pel into thofe parts, when no certain tradition or literary records were extant, 
to afeertain their origin ? 


* M-iny Iiiftances of the worlhip of ftones occur among the ancient Pagans j and it appears that fomc 
were held no Itfs facred in thefe northern regions. Among others, one was worihipped at Gilia, in Ice-, 
land, before the introduflion of Chriftianity : “ In Gi/ia lapu, jiim majtrct eorum uliginfe eelutrantf vlpofg « 
genie Juotutclariinbt^itaritradcnfa.** Kriftni Saga,p. 13. 


Genealogical 



. Harold VI. Blaataiid, King of Denmark 




, Christian I. Count of Oldenburg and Delnienh.oril, King of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, 144S : died 1481 
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APPENDIX, No. I. 


List of the Danish Army. 
Infantry.—Dani/h and Holftein.—Regulars and Militia. 


Fool Guards re^. _ - . 486 

Daniih royal regiment, miat - 1778 

Norway, ditto, miat - . 1778 

King's ditto, mixt / • ’ • 1778 

Queen's ditto, mixt - . 1778 

Prince Royal’s ditto, mixt - 1778 

Piince Frederic's ditto, mixt « 1778 

Jutland ditto, mixt - . 1778 

Oidenburgh ditto, mixt - . 1778 


Bornholm ditto, mixt 

“ 1778 

Slefwic ditto, mixt • 

- . >778 

Holllcin ditto, mixt • 

1778 

Falfter ditto, mixt 

1771 

Moen ditto, mixt 

1778 

Delmenborft's ditto, mixt 

1778 


Total of Danifh and Holftein Infantry 25,37^ 


Regiment of SundcrSeld, reg. 
Ditto of Nordenfield, rcg. 
Firdreg Agerhuus, national 
Second ditto, nat. 

TIrll ditto Smaalchen, nat. 
Second ditto, nat. 

Fit 11 ditto Drontheim, nat. 
Second ditto, nat. 

Third ditto, nat. 

FIi d ditto Oplandc, nat. 
Second ditto, liat. • 


Infantry of NoAray. 

1376 Fird ditto of Bergenhuus, nat. 
1376 Second ditto of Bergenbuue, iiat. 
1956 Firft ditto Vertebeu, nat. 

1976 Second ditto, nat. 
i8uo Corps of light troops, nat. 

2o8z Regiment of artillery, mixt 
208a Corps of engineers, reg. • 
1916 

2089 Total of Infantry of Norway 
2079 

1916 


Horfe guards, regulars 
Royal Daniili regiment, mixt 
Norway ditto, mixt 
Firft regiment of Zealand, mixt 
Second ditto, mixt 
Of Jutland, mixt 


Cavalry.—Danifh and Holfteiir. 

• 161 Funen, mixt 

• 58a Slefwic, mixt 

• 5S2 Holfleffl, mixt 

582 

581 

582 


Fii ft Regiment of dragoons, nat. 
rif ft ditto of Snndcnfield, nat. 
Second ditto, national 
Third ditto, nat. 

Regiment of Nordenfield, nat. 


Cavalry of Norway. 

1168 Total of Cavalry, 

1168 Total of Infantry 

1167 

1079 Total of the Danifh troops 

1079 


191R 

1916 

J916 

1916 

960 

2771 

3 + 


3*<053 


I 


58a 

J82 

582 


4817 


*o. 47 i 

.46.43^ 

66,909 
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No. II. 

List of the Danish Navy in 1779. 

Ships of the £.ine. 

Gum. Station. 


1. Chriilian VII. - 

. 

90 

Copenhagen 

2. Superb 


80 

Ditto 

3. Sophia Frederica • 

m 

74 

Ditto 

4, Jullitia 

- 

74 ' 

Bitter 

5. Vandal 


70 

Ditto ' 

6. Queen Louife 


70 

Ditto 

7. Copenhagen 


70 

Ditto 

8. Queen Juliana 


70 

Ditto^ 

9. Prince Royal 


70 

Ditto* 

10. Denmark 


70 

Ditta 

11. Jutland 


70 

North Sea * 

12. Prince Frederic 


70 

Copdhhagen 

13. Oere-Sund 


70 v 

Dittd 

14. Northern Lion 


70 

Ditto 

15. Elephant 


70 

Ditto 

]6. Oldenburgh 


60 

Dittd 

17. North Star 


60 

Ditto 

18. Zealand 


60 

Ditto 

19. Neptune 


60 

Ditto 

20, Storman 


60 

Ditto 

21. Iceland 

’St 

60 

Ditto 

22. Vifkory ' 

•m 

60 

Ditto 

a3. Princefs Sophia Magdalena 

- 

60 

Ditto 

24. Princefs Wilhelmina 

- 

60 

Ditto 

25. Danebrog 

. m- 

60 

Ditto 

26. Holftein^ 

> 

60 

Ditto 

ay. Wagria . - ' 

m 

60 

Ditto 

28. Infoeds Retten 

m 

60 

Ditto 

29. Ditmarflen 


50 

Ditto 

30. Delmenhurft 


50, 

Ditto 

31. Ebenezer 


50 

North Sea 

32. Nettleblad 


50 

Copenhagen 

33. Funen 


50 

Ditto 

34. Greenland 


50 

North Sea 

35. Saint Croix 


50 

Ditto 

36. Mars 


50 

Copenhagen 

37. Slefwic 


50 

Ditto 

38. Difeo •• # 

m 

44 

Ditto 


When built. 


1767. 

1768. 

*775* 

*777 

1742. For Parade 

1744. 

1744. Condemned 
1752. Ditto 

*756. 

*757* 

176 o <,- 

1761. 

i 7<56. 

i765i 

1769. 

1740. -Condemned 

1745. For Parade 
1750. Ditto 

1750. Ditto 

1751. Ditto 
1751. Ditto 

» 754 . 

1763. 

1764. 

*772. 

*772. 

*773* 

1776. 

1742. Condemned 

1743. Ditto 
*75» 

1746. Condemned 
1746. Parade 

*75^- 

*758. 

1700. 

1765. 

1778. 


Frigates. 
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1 . Pearl - 

R. Kiel ■ 

3. Bornholm 

4. Moen ', .. 

5. Croneborg 

6. Chriftiana 

7. ' Dockin 

8. Moen ' • 

9. Blue Eagle 

10. Savage 

11. Chriftianborg 

12. SeaHorfe 

13. Langeland 

14. FaUter 

15. Syren 

16. Tranquebar 

17. Alfen 

18. Chriftiana 

19. Feroe 
ao. Sanroe 


Frigates. 

Gun>. Station. 


When built. 




34 

' Copenhagen 




'3S 

' Ditto 




36 

Ditto 



• 


Ditto 



* 

34 

Ditto 



m 

34 

Ditto 



• 

34 

Ditto 




a8 

• 



m 

30 

m 



• 

18 




m 

34 

North Sea 




18 

Copenhagen 




18 

Ditto 




30 

Ditto 

Ditto 



m 

m 

34 

Ditto 

Ditto 



m 

30 

Ditto 




34 

Ditto 



m 

32 

Ditto 



1772. 

1775* 

1774. 

1777- 

1776. 

1750. Parade 
1753 * 

1753. Parade 

1754. Parade 
» 758 * 

1758* 

1758. 

1760. 

1761. 

1765. 

1766. 

1770, 


Sa'ivcIi. 

Eagle Royal Yacht • - t6 Copenhagen - 1755. 

Bomb Ketches.—^Bravery j Seriousj Comet}, Courage} Dragon. 
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TRAVELS IN EIORWAT 


By the Same. 


“Chap. I.— Genera! Remarks on Norway.-^Hi/iory, — Geography.'—’Benejits of the Norway 

Law,—Peafants.—~Ciimate, 

NORWAY wasS formerly an independent kingdom, governed by its own hereditary 
fovereigns. On the demife of Hagen the Fifth, in 1319, without male iffue, his grand- 
fon in the female line, Magnus Sraek, united the kingdoms of Sweden and Norway. 
Magnus was fuccceded on the throne of Norway by his fon Hagen the Sixth, hutband 
of the celebrated Margaret j and at his deceafe, in 1380, Norway was united to Den¬ 
mark by their fon Olof the Fifth; who dying without ifl'ue, Margaret herfelf was raifed 
to the tlirone by the unanimous luffrages or the nation. On her death it defeended, with, 
Denmark and Sweden, to her nephew, Eric of Pomerania. Sweden was afterwards fe- 
parated from Denmark by the valour and addrefs of Guftavus Vafa j but Norway has 
continued united to the crown of Denmark. 

Norway is formed by nature into two great dlvifions. Northern, and Southern or 
Norway Proper, feparated from each other by the fmall Swedilh province of Hern* 
»dahl. 

Northern Norway is a long and narrow flip of land, extending as fer as North Cape, 
beyond the feventy-firft degree of latitude, the moll northern point of Europe; it is di¬ 
vided into Nordland and Finnmark, and comprehended ii\ the government of Dron- 
thdm. 

Southern, or Norway Proper, is bounded to the north and eafl; by Sweden, and to 
the w'eft and fouth by the northern ocean. It is divided into four governments, Agger- 
huus or Chrifliana, Chrillianfand, Berghen, and Drontheim. 

Although Norway comprehends a large trafl; of territory, yet from its rocky foil and 
climate, the number of inhabitants is by no means proportionate to the extent of the 
country. Perhaps the following tables, giving the number of births and deaths during 
ieven yeare, may allift in forming a probable llatement of the population: 


1777 

Births. 

23*331 

■» 


Deaths. 

>5.655 

1778 

*3,487 

* 

m 

. 15,222 

»779 

23,862 



20,768 

1780 

24,711 


• 

»«.523 

1781 

24»>S3 

• 

> 

16,073 

»7^2 

- - 23*944 



>7.503 


. - 21,554 

m 

• 

>9.357 


Sum total 165,042 



« 123,100 


By 
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By dividing one hundred and fixty-five thoufand and forly-two, the fum total of births 
during the feven years, by feven, we have twenty-three thoufand five hundred and fe« 
vcnty-feven for the annual average of births; and by dividing one hundred and twenty- 
three thoufand one hundred, the fum total of deaths, by the fame number, we have 
feventeen thoufand five hundred and eighty-five for the annual average of deaths. If, 
on a fuppofition that in the whole kingdom one in thirty-five dies annually, we multi¬ 
ply feventeen thoufand five hundred and eighty-five, the annual number of deaths, by 
thirty-five, we have fix hundred and fifteen thoufand four hundred and feventy-five for 
the population of Norway. Or, if we multiply twenty-three thoufand five bunded and 
feventy-feven, the annual number of binhs, by thirty, the ufual mode • of calculation, 
we have feven hundred and feven thoufand three hundred and ten ; and by allowing for 
omiffions, we Viannot eftimate the probable population of all Norway at more than feven 
hundred and fifty thoufand fouls. 

The Norwegians, being the fame race with the Dane.s, and long conneded with them 
in religbn and government, fpeak the fame language, though with a mixture of pro¬ 
vincial expredions. According, to Wilfef, a native writer, the gentry and inhabitants 
of the principal towns, allowing for a few provincial expreffions, fpeak purer Danilh 
than is ufual even in Denmark, not excepting Copenhagen; the inhabitants of the 
eallern confines bordering on Sweden, naturally blend many SwedUh words; through¬ 
out the whole country, the general accent and cadence is more analogous to-the 
Swedilh | than to the Dutch pronunciation, and the inhabitants on the weftern coafis, 
who have a more confiant communication with the Danes, partake lefs of this pe¬ 
culiarity. 

The Norwegians maintain their own army, which confifts of twenty four thoufand 
infantry, and fix thoufand cavalry. The troops are much efteeraed for bravery, and 
like the Swifs mountaineers, exceedingly attached to their country. The horfes which 
fupply the cavalry are fmall, but .ftrong, adive, and hardy. 

Every peafant (thofe excepted who inhabit the coafts, and are clafied as failors) not 
born in a town, or on forae noble eftate, is by birth a foldier, and enrolled at the age 
of fixteen. From that year, until he has attained the age of twenty-fix, he is claffed in 
the young militia; at twenty-fix he entars into the old militia, and continues to ferve 
till thirty.fix, at which period he receives his difeharge. The militia take the field every 
year in June, and remain encamped about a month. 

Norway is blelTed with a particular code, called the Norway Law, compiled by 
Grieftelfeld, at the command of Chriftian the Fifth, the great legiflator of his country. 
By this law, the palladium of Norway, the peafants are free, a few only excepted on 
certain noble eflates near Frederickftadt. But the fpirit of this law extends itfelf even 
to thofe ferfs; for no proprietor can have more than one of thefe privileged eftates, and 
unlefs he poflefies a title or certain rank, and refides on his eftate, he lofes his privilege, 
and the peafants become fre?. 

The benefits of the Norway Code are fo vifible in its general effe6:s on the happinefs 
and in the appearance of the peafants^ that a traveller muft be blind who does not in- 
ftantly perceive the difference between the free peafants of Norway and the enfiaved 
vaffals § of Denmark, though both living under the fanie government. 

• See Dr. Price on Annnities. f Wilfe’s Rei(e, p. a8. 

j: The Swedifh and Danifii languages are both dialefts of the Teutonic or German, and are both fpolted 
in.a finglngor chaunting tone. The Swedes have a more varied and liveljrpronunckuioa. 

j This renaark was made before the emancipation of the Danilh peafants., 

it Many 
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Many of the peafants derive their lineage from the ancient nobles, and fome even 
from the royal line: they greatly pride themfelves on this fuppofed defcent, and are 
careful not to give their children in marriage but to their equals in birth and blood. 

A curious cuftom prevails in Norway, called odeU rigbU or right of inheritance, by 
which the proprietor of freeholds may re-pUrchiafe an eftate, which either he or any of 
his anceftors have fold, provided he can prove the title of his family. In order to en¬ 
force this right, his anceftors and he muft have declared every tenth year, at the fef- 
lions, that they lay clain\ to the eftate, but are unable to redeem it j and whenever he 
or his heirs, acquire a fufficient fum, then the poffeflbr muft, on receiving the money, 
relinquifh the eftate to the odels-man. For this reafon, the peafants who are freeholders 
.keep a ftrift account of their pedigree. This cuftom is attended with advantages and 
difadvantages. -It fixes the aifedions of the peafant on his native place, and he improves 
with pleafure thofe polTeflions which are fo ftrongly fecured to him, while it increafes 
the confequence and excites the induftry of his family. On the contrary, the eftate 
lofes its value when fold to another perfon, becaufe, as the purchafer polfelTes only a 
precarious tenure, he is not difpofed to improve the lands, as if he poffefted the free¬ 
hold. 

The Norwegian peafants poflefs much fpirit and fire in their manner, are frank and 
undaunted, yet not infolent; never fawning on their fuperiors, yet paying a proper re- 
fped to thofe above them. Their principal mode of falute is by offering their hand j 
and when we gave or paid them a trifle, inftead of returning thanks by word or by a' 
bow, they fhook our hands with great franknefs and cordiality. 

The peafants are*well clothed and well lodged, and appear to poffefs more comforts 
and conveniences than any which I have feen in the courfe of my travels, excepting in 
fome parts of.Switzerland. They weave their ordinary cloth and linen, and they make 
alfo a kind of fluff like a Scotch plaid. The coats of the men are principally made of a 
ftone-coloured cloth, and ornamented with red button-holes, and white metal buttons* 
The women, while employed in their houfehold affairs, frequently, as in Sweden, ap¬ 
pear only in a petticoat and fhift, with a collar reaching to the throat, and a black fafh 
tied round the waift. Their Jinen is remarkably fine, and as they are ufually well made, 
this modeof drefs difplays their figure to the higheft advantage. 

'Fhe common food of the peafant is milk, cheefe, dried or falted fifh, and fome- 
times, but rarely, flefh or dried meat, oatbread called fiadbrod^ baked in fmall cakes 
about the fize and thicknefs of a pancake, which is ufually made twice a year. 1 obferved 
a woman employed in preparing it; having placed over the fire-a round iron plate, 
fhe took a handful of dough,, and rolled it out with a rolling-pin to the fize of the 
plate ; fhe then placed it on the plate, and baked it on one fide, then turned it with a 
fmall ftick. In this manner fhe prepared a great number in lefs than a quarter of an 
hour, and I was informed that a woman, in a fingle day, can bake fufficient for the fti- 
inily during a whole year. In times of fcarcity, they alfo pfe the bark of trees, gene¬ 
rally of the fir; this bark is dried before the fire, ground to powder, mixed with oat¬ 
meal, baked, and eat like bread; it is bitterifh, and affords but little nourilbment. As 
a luxury, the peafants eat Jharke or xMxnJlices of meat, fprinkled with fait, and dried in 
the wind, like hung beef; alfo a foup made like a hafty-pudding of oatmeal or barley- 
meal, which is rendered palatable, by adding a pickled herring or falted mackerel. The 
ufe of potatoes has been lately introduced; but thofe roots do not grow to any fize in a 
country where the fuihmer is fo fliort- ■ 

Fabricius ftrongly recommends, in times of fcarcity, the moffes and lichens, and par¬ 
ticularly the lichen ijiandicusf wlOch yields a nourifhipg fuftenance, and is commonly 
nfed (or food in Iceland. Accord- 
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, According to a feries of meteorological obfervations by Mr. Wilfe, paflor of Syde- 
borg, near Frederickfliall, it fnows moft in December and the middle of January, rains 
mofl: in April, Auguft, and Oftober. The cleared \^eather is from the middle of June 
to the middle of July, and during the whole month of March. Winds are moft vio¬ 
lent in the middle and latter end of April, May, and Oflober. The ftilleft feafon is 
in January j from the tenth of June to the eleventh of July, and in the middle of Au- 
■guft, a circumftance very favourable to the oat harvcft, which of all corn is more liable 
to caft its ripe grain in windy weather. If we compare the climate of Norway with the 
climate of London, March at London is like April and the beginning of May in Nor¬ 
way, and the March of Norway is our January. On account of the frequent fpring 
frofts, feeds ought not to be fown in gardens before the twentieth of May, and the 
frofts of the latter end of Auguft are no lefs detrimental; 

The heat and cold varies fo much in Norway, that in June or July, the mercury in 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer, as bbferved by Mr. Wilfe at Sydeborg, not unufually rifes to 
88, and on the firft of January 1782, fell to—22, or 54 degrees below the freezing 
point. At Eger according to Profeffor Stroem’s obfervations, it fell on the fame day 
to—36] i and at Kongfberg to—40, or 72 below freezing point, a degree of cold 
by which quickfilver is congealed. This extreme rife and fall of the quickfilver makes 
a difference of no degrees between the greateft heat and greateft cold at the fame 
place; a difference much more confiderable than is obferved at Upfala or Stockholm, 
which lie nearly in the fame latitude as Sydeborg. i 

In fome places vegetation is fo quick, that com is fdwn and cut in fix or feven weeks. 
Tillage cannot generally be flourifhing in a country, which is in many parts fo rocky 
as to defy the plough; where the climate is’fo fevere that the hoar-frofts begin in Sep¬ 
tember, and where the cold in the highlands prevents the maturity of the corn. The 
fmall vallies, and the intervalf between the rocks, are ufually provided with a fruitful 
foil, and the induftry of. the peafants covers the naked rocks and fandy grounds with 
anew earth; yet the arable grounds are few, and no parts of Norway yield fuffi- 
cient com for interior confumption, except the diftrids of Hedemark, Toten, and 
Ringerike. 

This deficiency is occafioned by the nature of the climate and fojl. In fpring, and 
in the firft fummer months, the drought and heat are frequently fo intolerable, and the 
vegetable mould fo thin, that the roots of the corn and grafs are burned up, if a few 
days of funfhine fucceed each other without rain. The greater part of the foil is al(b 
fo much blended with fand, that too much rain cannot fall in fpring and fummer. In 
autumn, on the contrary, the decreafed warmth, and great quantity of rain, prevents 
the com from ripening, and not unufually, even in favourable feafons it is almoft fpoil- 
ed by the violent autumnal rains. Alfo the fmall quantity of arable land feldom lies 
fallow, but is fowed every year, and therefore requires more manure than cih be ufu- 
ally procured. . ' 

All thefe^circumftahees counterafl the induftry of the farmers; even in the moft fa¬ 
vourable feafons, a confiderable importation of corn is annually neceflary; but in unfa¬ 
vourable harvefts the utmoft dearth is'experienced in the inland parts, as the tranfpo'rt 
of the com from the fea coafts is highly expenfive. ' 

In order to dry the corn expofed to the heavy rains, the peafants fix in the wound 
forked poles ten feet high, place rows of other poles tranfverfely, on which they file the 
Iheaves, the lowermolft row hanging about two feet from the ground. They are alfo 
frequently obliged to bake the com in wooden fheds, heated by means of ftoves. 

4t 


As 
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As Norway, therefore, docs not produce fufficient com for its own confumption, 
Denmark enjoys the exclufive privilege of fupplying with grain that part called Suden> 
fields, comprehending the two governments of Aggerhuus and Chriftianfand. This 
monopoly frequently occafions a fcarcity; but though fometimes attended with great 
inconveniences and occafional diltrefs, yet will not be abolilhed without great difficulty, 
bccaufe the Danilh nobles, who are at the head of affairs, find their interefl: in its con- 
tinuaijce. 

But Norway, however deficient in arable land, is exceedingly rich in pafture, and 
abounds in cattle. The mode of keeping cows is fimilar to that praftifed in the moun¬ 
tains of Switzerland. About the middle of May they are turned into meadows; to¬ 
wards the middle of June driven to the heights, or into the forcAs, where they continue 
•till autumn. The cows are ufually tended by a woman, who inhabits a fmall hut, 
milks them twice a day, and makes butter and cheefe on the fpot. On their return 
the cattle are paAured in the meadows, until the fnow fets in about the middle of 
Oftober, when they are removed to the Aables, and fed during winter with four-fifths 
of Araw, and one fifth of hay. The horfes arc ufually foddered with hay during win¬ 
ter, and are feldom fent to.grafs before the beginning of June. In fome places the cat¬ 
tle are fed with falted fifit. 

Agriculture has been of late greatly meliorated, and the landed eAates are increafed 
within thefe laA fifty years near one third in value, a circumAance principally owing to 
the labours and encouragement of the patriotic fociety, which gives premiums for the 
beA improvements and inAruftions in every part of farming. 

The fiflierics, particularly on the weAern coaA, furnifh employment and wealth to 
the natives, and are the means of fupplying the beA feamen for manning the DaniAi 
Aeet in times of war. 'ITie principal fiAi, which, dried and falted, furniffi fo confidera- 
hie an article of exportation, are the cod, the ling, and the whiting: the livers, befides, 
yield train oil, and the fmalleA filh are given as winter fodder to the cattle. 

The herring fiftery is not fo profitable as formerly, as the Aoals, which ufed to fre¬ 
quent the coaAs of Norway, in their progrefs from the North Pole, now keep at a 
great diAance from thefe ffiores, and firft approach the rocks of MarArand and Stroem- 
Itrand, vvhich has transferred to the Swedes the principal herring fiftery in thefe parts, 
though Aill fufficient profit accrues to thofe enterprizing fiftermen who venture fur¬ 
ther from the coalls. Salmon are taken partly in the bays, and partly in the rivere, as 
they afeend the Aream in fpring for the purpofe of fpawning, and are cured by falling 
and fmoking. Mackerel might allb be caught in much larger quantities; but many of 
the Norwegians are prejudiced againA them, from a Arange notion, that ftoals of mac¬ 
kerel often attack and devour the human fpecies, when bathing in the fea. 

The extenfive foreAs of Norway, which furnift fuch riches to the proprietors, and fo 
much employment to the natives, are applied to feveral purpofes. i. For fpars, beams, 
and planks, which are exported in large quantities. 2. For charcoal, required for 
linelting ores, for the glafs furnaces, and other manufactures. The wood ufed for this 
purpofe is ufually of an inferior fort, and chiefly in the inland parts, where the tranfpoit 
of planks is too expenfive. 3. For building, the greater part of the houfes in Norway 
being conArufted of wood; for although there is plenty of Aone, yet the tranfpoit of 
the materials, and lime, are too expenfive for common uie. 4. For the roads, which in 
the more northern parts, are almoft entirely formed with wood. 5, For turp^tine, 
for which the oldeA trees are moftly ufed. 6. For fencing an'd enclofmg the fields, 
quickfet hedges being almoA unknown. 'Fhe wood ufed for cnclofures is cldefly pine 

or 
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•or fir, and muft be renewed every three or four years. 7. For fuel. S. For manure, 
by the fame procefs of burning trees and manuring the foil with th j aflies, which is prac- 
tlfed in Sweden, and isfo deltruftive to the forefts. 

Befides thefe general ufes, particular trees are beneficially employed for varidus pur- 
pofes. The bark of the pine orfifj and alfo of the elm, which is not common in Nor¬ 
way, is dried, ground, and mixed with meal, and is boiled up with other food for twine, 
who thrive much upon it. I’he birch, which flourllhes in thefe northern regions, is no 
lefs ferviceable. It is more generally ufed for fuel than any other wood. The outer 
bark, or the white rind, on account of its firranefs and fap, eafily efcapes putrefaflion 
even in the dampeft places, and for this reafon is employed for covering the roofs of the 
houfes. ■ This mode of roofing occafions fuch a large confumption of the outward bark, 
-that the birch which are felled would not fupply a fulGcient quantity} it is, therefore, 
not unufual to ftrip off the outward bark while the tree is llanding, and if peeled with 
care, it always grows again. I'he inner bark of the birrii is applied like the bark of 
oak for tanning hides, fiihing-ncts, and ftils, which f* renders more durable. I'his 
tree alfo fupplies a kind of wine; a hole is bored in the trunk, and the liquor diftils into 
a flaik placed underneath. The tree fuffers little damage, if the hole is immediately 
clofed by a wooden peg. The twigs of the birch, as well as the elder and afpen, are 
given to borfes in fcarcity of fodder. A decoQiou of oak leaves in beer is ufed by the 
peafants as a fomentation for the rheumatifm. 

The general exports are tallow, butter, fait, dried fiih, timber and planks, horfes and 
horned cattle, filver, alum, Pruffian blue, copper, of which the celebrated mine of Ro- 
ras yields annually to the value of 67,500!.} and iron, of which the moll produdive 
mine is near Arendal. 

Norway abounds in lakes and rivers, more than any country I ever vifited excepting 
Switzerland. It is remarkable for the number and beauty of the bavs fringed with 
•wood. Many of the lakes are fo large, that they appear like inlets of toe fea, and the 
bays fo fmall, that they appear like lakes; but 1 am anticipating my joumal. 


Chap. IL—FredericJhall.’-Fortrefs of Frederlcsfem.-^Obfervatim" 0: ih Death of 
Charles the Twelfth. — TiJledal.'-^FrcdericsJiadt.^ChriJiiam. 

SEPTEMBER 4. * Norway is feparated from Sweden b)rthc bay of Swinefund, 
which in this part forms a firait between the perpendicular rocks, fo narrow as to bear 
-the appearance of a river, yet fo deep as to admit ihips of the greatell burden. On the 
Swediih fide our paflports were examined by a cuftom-houfe officer; and on the oppo¬ 
site fliore, our baggage was ilightly infpeded by a Danilh officer, who dwells in a com* 
fortable houfe overhanging the edge of the water. 

In a few. miles we reached Freoericihall, the frontier town of Norway, {landing on the 
extremity of the Swinefuftd, at the mouth of the river Tifte. The principal commerce 
of the town.confifts in the raportation of planks to England. The wood is floated 
down the Tifte fometimes above one hundred Englifh miles, from the interior parts of 
the country, and fawed here; for which purpofe thirty-fix faw-mills are erefled on the 
banks of the riv«, which forms a feries ot catarafls. 

The harbour is fefe and commodious > but the large quantity of faw-duft from the 
different faw-mills cHoaks the river up in many parts, and occafions an annual expeiicf 
for clearing, TTie port poffefies a few immunities} goods landed for exportation pay 
vox. VI, 3 A no 
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no duty, unle& opened for home confumption, and then are charged vnth the ufual 
pofU. 

The town dbntains three thoufand inhabitants; the ftreets are mry; the houfes are 
built of wood painted red, and a few white. 

On*the fummit of an almoil perpendicular rock, which overhangs the town, ftands 
the ftrong and hitherto impregnable fortrefe of Frcdericsflein, rendered memorable by 
the death of the noxthem lion, as Charles the Twelfth is fometimes emphatically flyled* 
The fpot where he was killed, which was once marked by a pillar ere^ed by the^King 
of Denmark, but pulled down at the requeft of the King of Sweden, is at the extremity 
of the Govemor*s garden, at the bottom of the fteep rock, on which ftands the fort of 
Gullenlowe. It was to me particularly interefting; for it convinced me that a fmall 
'ball might have reached Charles, the diftance from the neareft baftlon being not more 
than five or fix hundred yards. Nor could I avoid remarking, that Motraye*s plan of 
Fredericsfteinand the adjacent batteries is in many parts extremely defedUve; and from 
the beft infbrmadon that I have colledted, both his and Voltaire’s account of the King^ 
death, and particularly of the wound which occafioned it, are very inaccurate. 

But in order to obtain farther and more complete information concerning the pro> 
bable caufe of the death of Charles, 1 called on Benk Enkelfon of Tiiledal, a Norwegian, 
aged ninety>five, who was in his twenty*eighth year when he ferved as a gunner of 
the Daniih ganifon during the fiege of Fredericsftein. By means of a gentleman of 
Fredericfliall, who politely accompanied me to this old man’s houfc, and condefcended 
to be my interpreter, I procured the following intelligence; which 1 fhall give to the 
reader, in queftion and anfwer, as I obtained it. 

Do you think that the King was ihot from the ramparts, or aiTaiTinated by any of his 
own troops ? From the ramparts und$ubtedly.<^VJhax kind of fliot was fired againft the 
Swedifh trenches ? All forts^ and particularly fmall Jhot in cartouches from cannon.*^ 
Could the King, in the place where he was, be reached by a fmall fhot ? Tes^ very 
eaftly ; as a fmall Jhot could take at twice the diftance —Were many foldiers killed 
near him? Very many ; they fell about him like Jlraw^ infuch numbers that they were bu¬ 
ried on the fpot. The place was alfo fo much expo/ed to the fire from the ramparts^ that the 
Swedes could not ventiire to work'in the trenches by day, but only by From what 

fortrefs do you think Charles received his death: from Oberberg, or from the citadel ? 
Certainly from the batteries of the citadely which bore upon the placey and notfrom Oberbergy 
from which it was defended by an intervening hill. Jthen ferved in thefortrifs of Oberberg; 
and we did not that nightfire a finglefhot from thence *. 

From this drcumftantial evidence, given by a perfon who ferved in the g^urifon of 
Fredericsftein at the time of the fiege, and who had no prejudices or intereft to bias or 
miflead him, joined to my own obfervations on the fpot, I am convinced that Charies 
might have been eafily reached by a fmall ball from the ramparts of the citadel} and 
that the confident aftertions of thofe perfons who pretend that he could not be touched 
by a mu&et'ball, are totally groundids. 

The queftion, thca-efore, in regard to the death of Charles, is now reduced to a fhoit 
compaft; and all the vague anecdotes and uncertain conje^res, which, without any 
fbundatioa^ attribute his deadi to aifidiination, can weigh nothing againft pofitive fa& 

/ 

* Thii ihewt UwfaUUy of Mottaye’i account, which fiiyi, that the King wat fliot from the fortreia of' 
Oherborgh. f Sec Bwk vii. Cbag. 
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Enkelfon 4 efcribed Charles as tall and thin; his hair (hort, thidc, and curling, widi 
an animated countenance. He (hewed us a wooden chair, in which Charles was fitting 
when he was (hot. The old naan recolleded to have feen the King thftee times, once 
in particular in Frcdericihali. Sitting at the window of a houfe inhabited by one of 
the magifirates, he obferved Charles in the oppbfite houfe. While die batteries from 
the citadel were firing heavily at the enemy’s trenches, a young woman, who was look* 
ing at the King from one of the windows of the magifirate’s tmufe, chanced to drop a 
ring jnto the fireet. Charles taking notice of her, faid, ** Madam, do the guns of this 
place always make fuch an uproar?” ** Never,” returned the prl, “ but when we are 
honoured with fuch illufirious vifitors as Your Majefiy.” The King was much pleated 
with theanfwer, and ordered one of his foldiers to take up the ring and return it. 

The village of Tiftedal is fituated three miles from FredericfiiaU, on a beauHfiii cata* 
rad of the Tifte, which precipitates itfelf in continued but irregular falls, and turns fe< 
veral faw*mills that form pidurefi^ue objeds, as they impend over the torrent. Above 
the village is a villa called Vake, from which we commanded a deHghtfui profped. To¬ 
wards the inland parts, a final! lake beautifully fringed with pafture and wood; below, 
the Tide forming a feries of catarads, then winding through a fmail vtdley and between 
two ridges of rocks, (haded with pines and underwood} the bay of the fea fprinkied 
with rocky iflands; the town of Frederic(hall and itscaftle towering on the furamit of at 
perpendicular rock clofing the view. 

Fiedericsftadt, diftant from Fredaridhal! four Norwegian, or nearly twenty>fix Eng. 
li(h miles, (lands on the river Glomme, is the moil regular fortrefs in this part of Nor. 
way, and contains an arfenal amply fupplied with arms for the miUda, in c^e of a rup. 
ture with Sweden. It was built in 1567, by Frederic the Second, ftrengthened by Fra. 
deric the Third, and fince gradually enlarged and fortified according to the modei|l 
fyftem. The ramparts inclofe a circumference of three quarters of Hi mi(e, and the 
population of the town, including the two fuburbs, amounts to no more than eij^t hun. 
dred fouls. A few years ago, the town was confumed by fire, and the houfes are 
moflly new. Clofe to Fredenesftadt is the new fortrefs of Kongfteen, on a rocky emi. 
nence, capable of containing a ganifem of riiree hundred men { feveral convidis are here 
condemned to hard labour. The greateft offenders have an iron cap, chains round 
their arms, legs, and bodies; the chains round thdr arms are rivetted to a wheel-bar. 
row, which is never loofened. The inhabitants export planks, and a few fmall mails. 
The principal commerce is carried on by Meffrs. Ankers and Holt, of Chrifiiana. 

, The Glomme is the laigefi river in this part of Norway, but not navigable in any 
part of its courfe from the lake Miofs to Frederiesftadt, the dream being interrupted 
by fuch frequent cataracts and (hoals, as in fome places render it neceffary to drag the 
trees, which are floated down, over the ground. At lead fifty thouCmd trees are an. 
nually floated to Frederiesdadt. 

September 6. We ferried over the Glomme at the gates of the town, and continued 
our journey, anxious to r€ach Cbriftiana. The country is in general extremely fertile 
and agreeal^, rifes in gentle bills, and though rocky in many parts, is covered with a 
rich (oU, produdng abu^ance of corn, and clothed with forefts of firs and pines, inter, 
mixed with oak, beech, poplar, and mountain afii. The free of the country is prettUy 
fprinkied with numerous lakes and rivulets, and thiddy dotted with cottages, rudely 
though not unpleafantly fituated on rocky eminences in the midd of the fored.' Thefe 
cottages are modly covered with red dies, and appeared larger and more commodious 
than thofe we had juft quitted in Sweden. They were fo fcattcred over the hills, that 

3 A a we 
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we feldom obfenred a clufter of more than four or five; the churches ftandiog almofl 
fingly, their fpires rifmg above the furrounding trees, were pifturefque objeffs. 

We (lopped a fhort time at Mofs, to examine the ironworks belonging to Mr. Ber¬ 
nard Anker, of Chrifiiana. The fituation of Mofs is exceedingly romantic; it is divided 
by a lively torrent, dalhing over a craggy bed, and (lands on the (hore of a beautiful 
bay, the rifing banks adorned with fine hanging woods, a few villas, and numerous 
farm-houfcs. The iron-works, which principally fupport the place, were eftablKhed in 
1705 j for feme time the proprietors only manufa£lured bar iron, grates, (lov^, and 
iron utenfils; but lately they have call cannon, which are moflly exported to Copen¬ 
hagen. The works employ about one hundred and fifty men. 

We pafled the night at Skydjord, a fmall village in a mo(l delightful fituation, where 
we found an inn with comfortable accommodations, and two very neat bed-chambers. 
As we approached Chrifiiana, the country was more wild and hilly, but (lill fertile and 
agreeable} and at the difiance of two miles from the town, we enjoyed, from the top 
of a mountain, as fine a view as I ever beheld. The grounds, laid out in rich inclofurcs, 
gradually (loped to the fea; below appeared Chrifiiana, fituated at the extremity of an 
extenfive and fertile vall^, forming a femicircular bend along the (hore of a beautiful 
bay, which being inclofed by hills, uplands, and forefis, had the appearance of a large 
lake. Behind, before, and around, the inland mountains of Norway rofe on hills co¬ 
vered with dark forefis of pines and fir, the inexhaufiible riches of the north; the mofi 
difiant fummits were capped with eternal fnow. From the glow of the atmofphere, the 
warmth of the weather, the variety of the produdi'ons, and the mild beauties of the ad¬ 
jacent feenery, 1 could fcarcely believe that I was nearly in the 60th degree of northern 
latitude. We at length forced ourfelves from this enchanting fpot, enjoying, as we gra¬ 
dually defeended, the feenes before us, and at mid-day reached Chrifiiana. 

Chrifiiana is thirty Englifh miles from the open fea; the navigation of the bay is 
fbmewhat difficult, but it is fufficiently deep for the larged vefiels, having fix or feven 
fathom water clofe to the quay. 

Chrifiiana is efieemed the capital of Norway, becaufe it contains the fupremc court 
of jufiice. It lies in latitude 59° 6' 37", and (lands in a femicircular form on the north¬ 
ern extremity of the bay of Biorning, an inlet of the fea, forming the northern extre¬ 
mity of the gulf of Chrifiiana, whole rocky (hores are overfpread with thick forefis. 
The town is divided into, 1. the city, and the three fuburbs of Waterlandt, Peterwigen, 
and Pierdingen; 2. the foitrcfs of Aggerhuus; and 3. the old town of Opfloe or An- 
lloe. The city contains four hundred and eighteen houfes, the fuburbs fix hundred 
and eighty-two, Opfioe four hundred,' including the epifcopal palace *; and the num¬ 
ber of inhabitants amount to about nine thoufand. The city formerly occupied the file 
of Opfloe, and was rebuilt in its prefent fituation by Chrifiian the Fourth, after a plan 
defigned by himfelf; the ftreets are carried in (Iraigbt lines, and at right angles to each 
other, are uniformly forty feet broad, and very neat and clean. 

The Latin fchooi, endowed in 1635 by Chrifiian the Fourth, is governed by aredor 
crupper mailer, a corre^or or under'mailer, and three affifiants; but contained, in 
1784, only thirty-feven fcholars. They are divided into fix dalles, and infiruded in 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. A colledion of fix thoufand volumes, lately left to 
the town by Mr. Deichman, a native, will ferve to form the beginning o£ a public li¬ 
brary. 

* The btlbop of Cbrifttua k Metropolitan of Norway.* 

The 
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The caftle of Aggerhuus, built on a rocky eminence on the weft fide of the bay, at a 
fmall diftancefrom theci^, is a very ancient fortrefs, and was befieged, in itio, by the 
Swedes, according to an infcription over the'door of a brick tower. It was itrengthen- 
cd in 1633 by Chriftian the Fourth; and feveral other dates and infcriptions (hewed, 
that additional fortifications had been made by the fuccceding Kings of Denmark. This 
fortrefs is fmall but ftrong; in peace the garrifon confifts of Bve hundred troops, but in 
war is augmented to one thoufand. Aggerhuus fuftained a fiege in 1717 from Charles 
the Twelfth in perfon, who occupied the city and fuburbs, but was compelled, for want 
of proviiion, to retire. The walls of many houfes in Chriftiana ftill bear marks of the 
balls (hot from the batteries againft Charles, as he rode daily through the ftreets, with 
his ufualrafhnefs, to reconnoitre the ftate of the fortrefs. 

The governor of Aggerhuus is the chief governor of Norway. He prefides in the 
high court of juftice, called Overhojlet, which judges, in the laft refort, civil caufes below 
a certain value. In all caufes furpailing that value, an appeal lies to the fupreme court 
at Copenhagen. ' 

Chriftiana has an excellent harbour, and carries on a confiderable trade. The prin¬ 
cipal exports are tar, foap, iron, copper, planks, and deals; allum manufadured at Mr. 
Cooper’s works for about 3000I.; iron from the four works of Borum, Edfwold, Nar- 
kedahl, and Ondahlen, 14,000!.; copper from Foldahl, 10,000!.; planks and deals, 
90,000!., principally to England^ 

The planks and deals are of fuperior eftimation to thofe fent from America, Ruffia, 
and from the diifcrcnt parts of the Baltic, becaufe the trees grow on the rocks, and are 
therefore (Irmer, more compaft, and lefs liable to rot .than the others, which chiefly 
(hoot from a fandy or loamy foil. The planks are either red or white fir or pine. I'he 
red wood is produced from the Scotch fir, and the white wood, which is in fuch high 
eftimation, from the fpruce fir. This wood is the moft demanded, becaufe no country 
produces it in fuch quantities as this part of Norway. Each tree yields three pieces of 
timber, eleven or twelve feet in length, and is ufually fawed into three planks; a tree 
generally requires feventy or eighty years growth before it arrives at the greateft per¬ 
fection. 

The environs of Chriftiana not yielding fulHcient planks for exportation, the greater 
part of the timber is hewn in the inland country, and floated down ithe fivers and cata- 
raCts. Saw-mills are ufed for the purpofe of cutting the planks, but muft be privi¬ 
leged, and can only cut a certain quantity. The proprietors ^re ^und to declare on 
oath, that they have not exceed that quantity; and if they do, the privilege is taken 
away, and the faw-mill deftroyed. There are one hundred and thiiw-fix privileged 
faw-mills at Chriftiana, of which one hundred belong to the family of Anker. The 
quantity of planks permitted to be cut, amounts to twenty million ftandard deals, twelve 
feet long, and one inch and a quarter thick. 

During our ftay at Chriftiana we received great civilities from the Ankers, the richeft 
and moft commercial family in Norway. Mr.' Berq^pJ Anker, who is a fellow of the 
Ropl Society, fpeaks Englilh nearly as well as a nad^, poflefles an excellent houfe in 
Chriftiana, elegantly fumilhed in the Englilh tafte, and oriiamented with a good collec¬ 
tion of pidures, which he purchafed in Italy. He' lives in a ftyle of magnificence, and 
receives all travellers with unbounded hofpitality. He has an excellent library, a good 
apparatus of natural philofophy from England, and a curious collelftion of the mineials 
and marbles of Norway. 

We accompani^ Mr. Anker to Vickeiw, a neat villa belonging to his fiimily, four 
miles from Chriftiana, which ftands plealantly on the bay, and commands many pic- 
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turefqiie views. The planks are (hipped dofe to thelioufet. From thence Mr. Peter 
Anker drove in a low phaeton, drawn by two adive Norwegian ponies, to Bockftadt, 
a country^houfe which he has juft built on the banks of A fmali but beautiful lake, four 
miles from Vickery, in the midft of an endlefs foreft, and furcounded by mountains. 
He (hewed us his grounds, which are laid out plealantly, and carried us into* his kitchen* 
garden, which produces ail kinds of vegetables, excellent cherries, pears, apples, apri* 
cots, cmrants, goofeberries, and in a favourable feafon tolerable peaches. He pointed 
out a fmali plantation of the principal trees which are indigenous in Norway. I remark* 
ed the plane, afpin, a(h, mountain a(h, oak, elm, beech, birch alder, willows, and va* 
rions fpecies of pines and firs, which form the riches of thefe parts. 

Mr. Peter Anker has lately introduced various fpecies of £ngli(h huftandry; parti- 
ctilarly he has (ow'd crops of clover, which fucceed well, and has lately cultivated tur* 
nips. 

Chap. Ilf.— Si/'urr Mittes of Kongjher^ — Cobalt Works of Fojtim. — Journey into the 

interior Parts of Norway. 

SEPTEMBER lo. We quitted Chriiliana with much regret, after having expreifed 
onr adcnowledgment to Mr. Bernard Anker for his extreme politenefs and hofpitality. He 
alfo increafed our obligations by iketching ou^ a tour through the inland parts of Nor* 
way, and by giving us a circular letter, which we found a padport of introdufUon, and 
a means of procuring accommodations and information. 

A little beyond Giellebeck, the fecond po{l;>houfe from ChrHHana, we paiTed, near 
the high road, a quarry of whitilh grey marble, which was opened to fupply the (tones 
for the new church at Copenhagen, but is no longer worked. In the middle of the 
quarry (lands a marble column, eredted in honour of the late King Frederic the Fifth, 
who vifited this fpot. The boufes, and even cottages, in the neighbouring villages, are 
ornamented with ftaircafes of this beautiful marble. 

From this quarry we afeended through forefts of pines and firs to the fummit called 
Paradifberg, or the Mountain of Paradife, fo denominated from the fine profpedt, but 
which, in my opinion, was inferior to that we enjoyed from the eminence overhanging 
Chriiliana. The general features of this profpea are views of diftant mountains rifing 
above mountains; rich and extenfive forefts, and below a fertile valley watered by the 
Dramme, with the three towns of Brasgnetz, Stromfoe, and Tanger, (landing at fmali 
diftances from each other at the bottom of fome rugged rocks, and on the mm-gin of 
a bay. 

Thefe three towns are known by the general name of Dramme, becaufe they are fitu- 
ated on that river, Each has its own church and feparate jurifdi&ion. The inhabitants 
are induftrious, and carry on a confiderable trade. The principal exports are timber 
and planks; the imports, cluefiy com, and lead from England for fmelting the filver 
ore at Kongfberg. * 

We changed horfes at Braegnetz, which lies on the fide of the river oppofite to 
Stromfoe and Tanger, and continued our route, coafting the Dramme, through a de¬ 
lightful vall^, extremely rich in com and pafture, fo thickly peopled, that every fifty 
yards we obferved a cottage, and for feveral miles together feemed to pafs through a 
condnued tdllage. The (loping declivities which bound this vale are fo thickly covered 
with trees, that at fome diftance they appeared as if clad with herbage. The inhabi¬ 
tants of this pleafant diftriiO; chiefly derive their fullenance from tlie tranfport of corn 
and merchandize to Kongfberg, and in carrying back the filver coined at the mint of 
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that plaeBt Having ferried over the Dramme at Hogs>fund, we Y|ultted tfiis fmiiing 
valley, and paiUng among hills and rocks, and over ilony roads, did not, till the dufk 
of the evening, reach Kongiberg, celebrated for its filver mines, the produce of which 
has been confiderably exaggerated by moil of the travellers who have publiihed on this^ 
iubje^t. 

Kongfberg ftretches on both fides the river Lowe, which, in its courfe through the 
town„ rails in a feries of fmall but pifturefque catarafts over the bare rocks. The crags 
which border the town are in feme parts naked, in others clothed with wood, and inter¬ 
mixed occafionaliy with dips of com and pafture; but although there are a few' agree¬ 
able and fertile fpots, yet the prominent features pf the circumjacent feenery are rugged- 
nefs and horror. Kongfberg contains about one thoi^and houfes, including the miners, 
and fix thoufand inhabitants. We were accompanied to the mines, which lie two miles 
from the town, by a merchant who fpoke i^glifh, and obligingly ferved as our in^ 
terpreter. 

Thefe mines were difeovered ^d opened during the reign of Chriftian IV. Six-and- 
thirty mines are now working ; the deepeft, called Segen-Gottes in der North, is fix 
hundred and fifty-two feet perpendicular. The matrix of the ore is the famm of Lin- 
n«us; the filver is extra&ed according to the ufual procefs, either by fmelting the ore 
with lead, or by pounding. Pure filver is occafionally found in fmall grains and ia 
fmail pieces of different fixes, feldom weighing more than four or five pounds. Somei> 
times, indeed, but extremely rare, maffes of a confiderable bulk have been difeovered, 
and one in particular which weighed 409 marks, and was worth 3000 rix-doliars (6ool.)> 
this piece is ftill preferved in the cabinet of curiofities at Copenhagen. 

Formerly thefe mines produced annually 70,000!. j and in 1769, even 79,000!.; at 
prefent they yield only from 50,000!. to 54,000!. Above 4,000 men were neceffary 
for working the mines, fmelting and preparing the ore; but a few years ago^ two 
thoufand four hundred miners were removed to the cobalt works lately eftablifhed at 
Foffum, and to other mines, which has reduced the number to two thoufand five hun¬ 
dred. By thefe and other redu^ions, the expence, before eftimated at 5,760!. per 
month, amounts to only 4,400!. or about 52,800!. per annum. Yet even with this di¬ 
minution the expences generally equal, and fometimes exceed the profits. 

Government, therefore, draws no other advantage from thefe mines, than by giving, 
employment to many peribns, who would be other^e incapable of gaining their liveli- 
hood, and by receiving a certain quantity of fpecie, which is much wanted in the ex- 
haufied Hate of the Daniih finances. For fuch is the deficiency of fpecie, that even at 
Kongfberg itfelf, change for a bank note is with difficulty obtained; the miners are paid 
in fmall notes, and the whole expences defrayed in paper currency. The value of 
13,000 rix*dollars, or 2,600 in block-filver, is annually fent to Copenhagen y the re¬ 
mainder the ore is coined here, and transferred to Copenhagen. The largeft piece 
of money now ftruck at Kongfberg is only eight fiuUings, or four-pence. 

September 11. Having'fatted our cunofity, we departed from Kongfberg in the af¬ 
ternoon, and dire&ed our courfi^ to the cobalt works at Foffum. We returned to Hogs- 
fund; but mftead ferrying over the Dramme, coafted the liver for a little way, them 
turned into fo rugged a road with fiich deep ruts, that vm narrowly efcaped being over¬ 
turned, and did not arrive at the place of our deftination dll pafl midnight. We pre- 
vioufly fent forward a peafant to order beds, expedmg to find an inn, or at l«rib a cot¬ 
tage, wherem we img^t paft the night. To our extreme difappointmoir, howevelr^ we 
learned that Foffiim contrined only two or three villages, confifting of fcmeied cot¬ 
tages, and that the place we ftopped at contained only the houfe of the infpeftor of the 
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crJaalt works.* As it was extremely dark and cold, and at fome diftance from any honle 
where we could be accommodated, and more particularly as the roads we juft palfed 
had proved fo dangerous, we ventured to knock at the infpe£l:or’s door, and requeft ad¬ 
mittance for two Englifh travellers who were benighted. . The family being in bed, we 
were for a (hort time in anxious expeftation for the anfwer; and no knight-errant was 
ever more agreeably flicltered from darknefs, wind, and weather, than we were, on being 
admitted over the hofpitable threfliold. 

The next morning a good breakfaft being fpread for us, and compliments 
delivered from our hoft and hoftefs, with an invitation to pafs the day with them, an- 
nounced their attention and civility. We now found that the name of this parti¬ 
cular houfe was FoiTum, and a colle6lion of fmall adjacent cottages was denominated 
Modum. 

- The gentleman, who kindly received us at fo undue an hour, and without previous 
acquaintance, was Mr. Bornftein, a native of Germany, lately appointed infpeftor of the 
cobalt works. Having paid our refpefls to our hoft and his amiable wife, whofe po- 
litenefs.we lhall ever recoiled-with gratitude, we ftrolled about the grounds, and ad¬ 
mired the fituation of the houfe, placed near the rivulet Simora, in the midft of a de- 
Kghtful valley, fertile in pafture and corn, hemp and flax, and bordered by high rocks 
richly clothed with wood. 

The infpedor himfelf politely accompanied us to the works: we had an opportunity 
of obferving the whole procefs, from the firft calcination of the ore to its final redudion 
into the powder-blue, and were furprifed to find that it pafled through two hundred and 
feventy hands. 

The mine was difcovered about eight years ago on the fummit of a rocky mountain, 
near Skutered, a fmall village a few miles from Foflura, where the works are eftabliftied 
on account of the numerous water-falls which are neceffary for turning the mills. A 
mile from the mine has been lately found a vein of the moft beautiful quartz; a fortu¬ 
nate difcovery, as quartz is neceflary to mix with the cobalt-ore, in order to obtain the 
powder-blue. The ore being calcined, reduced to powder, and refined, yields the blue 
powder fo much ufed. 

The fabric employs thirty-fix men, and the mines three hundred and twenty. In 
1783, fourteen hundred or fifteen hundred weight was obtained, which fold, according 
to its finenefs, from 2I. los. to 12I. the hundred weight, and yielded io,oool. The ex- 
pences in that year amounted to 12,cool. becaufe the numerous buildings and ma- 
• chines neceflary for carrying on the works were ftill conftru^ing. When thefe are fi- 
niflied, the expences will not exceed 4000I. and the infpedor aflured me, that he fliould 
then be able to make double the quantity that he can at prefent. Therefore the clear 
gain to the crown will fcarcely fall fliort of i6,oool. per annum. The difcovery of this 
mine is a great acquifition to Denmark, as befides giving employment to many hands, 
it prevents the inu^rtation of piowder-biue. 

Six miles from r oflum, we flopped at the fmall village of* Skutered, and afcended 
the mountain, on the fummit of which are the mines of cobalt. There are two mines, 
called the north and fouth, each with four pits or openings; the deepefl is no pore than 
fourteen fathom, becaufe the ore is ftill in great plenty near the furface. It is found in 
veins, and blown up with gunpowder. In our way we pafled the fine mine of quartz, 
which fupplies the cobalt works, fo neceflfary, becaufe twelve parts of quartz are mixed 
with* mie of cobalt, to produce the Pruffian blue. The quartz is as white as alabafler, 
and contains large, veins of marien glafs, or Ruifiaa talc, which in fome countries is ufed 
?for windows. 8 t 
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The profpefl: from.the fummit commands a hilly country, and a diftant plain covered 
in many part? with rich forefts, watered by feveral ftreams, and by a large lake, which- 
divides into three great branches, Tyrifiord, Holefiord, and Helesfiord ; the banks are 
beautifully covered with fields of corn and pafture, and chequered with wood. Being- 
prevented from enjoying this delightful view by the dulk of the evening, we defeended 
into the plain, croffed the Snarum upon two rafts, made of whole trees laflicd to¬ 
gether, and came to Oulberg, where we found comfortable accommodations in a pca- 
fant’s cottage. . ^ 

The next morning we continued cur journey through a mofl agreeably diverfified 
country, foraetimes through extenfive forefts of pine and fir, interfperfed with other 
trees, fometimes crofling the fields along a more open and fertile diftrift, till we reached 
Skerendal, a fmall village in the valley of Skeere, lb called from a rivulet which falls into 
the lake Tyri. 

The peafant, who ferved as poftillion, conduced us to a clean and comfortable houfe, 
clofe to a faw-mill, and the maid inftantly fet before us fome coffee, cream, bread, and 
butter. Having taken refrefhment, we demanded what we had to pay ? Nothing,” 
replied the fervant; and on exprefling lurprife, as we took the houl'e for an inn, fhe 
added, her mafter was owner of the faw-mill; he was then abfent, or would have been 
proud to receive us; he left cbnftant orders to admit travellers, and furnifh them with 
every thing they demanded, without accepting the leaft gratuity; and if we would ftay 
and dine there, it would be adding to the obligation we had already conferred by accept¬ 
ing their fcanty fare. 

After exprelfing our acknowledgments for this inftance of difmterefted hofpitality, 
we embarked in a fmall boat, and rowed acrofs the lake Tyri, which made the principal 
feature in the profpefts we lately enjoyed. This beautiful piece of water is twenty-five 
miles in circumference, including bays and creeks j the fhores are gentle eminences 
richly variegated with fertile meadows, corn-fields and hanging-forefts, and backed by 
lofty mountains towering above each other. Having rowed acrofs the lake, we landed 
near Hole, a fmall village in the diftrid of Ringerike, defervedly efteemed .the mofl: 
fertile part of Norway. 

From Hole, we continued our journey through a rich plain, the narrow roads wind¬ 
ing between corn-fields and inclofui-es of pafture, and changed horfes at Steen, near the 
pifturefque ruins of a church feated on a gentle eminence. Steen contains a few remains 
of ramparts, which prove it to have been a place of fome importance. At a little dif- 
tance we noticed a mound of earth or barrow, called by the natives the tomb of Hal- 
den the Black, King of Norway, ahd a little further palled the church of Norderhug, 
famous for a battle between the Swedes and Norwegians. We foon quitted the rich 
plain, and penetrating into a hilly country, found the roads fo exceedingly ftony and 
fteep as to require the utraoft caution; particularly as the horfes in thefe parts are ex¬ 
ceedingly aQive and lively. 

At Setran we again changed horfes, ahd while they were getting ready, made our re- 
paft in a peafant’s cottage, containing a room with two beds, which for cleannefs and 
neatnefs would have done credit to a gentleman’s houfe. In the room I obferved a print 
of the unfortunate Struenfee in prifon, tormented by the devil: thefe prints were circu¬ 
lated and eagerly purchafed by the comnaon people at tlie time of his fall. 

From Setran we pafled through a valley, enriched by a fine waterfall, detached farms, 
churches, clump'of trees, difperfed among the corn-fields and meadows; a river glid¬ 
ing along, and heightening by its tranfparency and murmurs the charms of this delight¬ 
ful landfcape. As we were admiring the beauties of this ever-changing feenery evening 
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came on, and I was fuddenly ftruck with a phsenomenon, which never occurred to me 
except in Switzerland, and which 1 at ilrfl: miitook for a. meteor. ' It was a gleam of the 
fetting Ain, illuminating the fnow-capped fummits of the diftant mountains, and appear¬ 
ing like a flame of fire fleirting the diftant horizon. The air was clear, the ftars (bone 
uncommonly bright, and feemed nearer to the eye than I had ever obferved them before, 
except on the Swifs alps. 

We took up our abode during the night at Van, a village feated on an eminence, 
a^d overlooking the Rands-Sion, a lake near fifty miles long, and fcarcely more than 
two miles broad,, embofomed in the mountains •, the floping banks fringed with wood, 
and chequered with fcattered cottages. The next morning we ferried over the lake, and 
coafled it about fix miles, the road afeending and defeending the precipices wdiich over¬ 
hang the water. We afterwards rowed over feveral I'maller lakes, which lupply ftreams 
that fall into the Rands-Sion. 1 obferved much peafe and fotne corn iliil ftanding, which 
the peafants were cutting, and feveral finall patches of hops; goats were browfmg on 
thefides qf the rocks, and flocks of fhcep pafturing in the vallies, among which many 
were black. 

In thefe parts the price of a milch cow is from feven to nine rix-dollars, (rl. 8s. to 
il. 16s.) and in winter, when fodder is fcarce and dear, one may be purchalld for i6s. 
We met during this day’s journey numeroius bullocks and horfes driving for fale to 
Chrifliana. The bullocks fell from 2I. to 2I. 8s. per head ; and the horfes, which are 
from thirteen to fourteen hands high, and remarkably aftive and lively, from 4I. to 81 . 
a-piece. 

We next reached Gran or Granewolden, ftanding on an eminence in the midft of 
an extenfive plain, looking down on feveral conical rocks, covered with firs, and re- 
* markable for two churches in the fame church-yard, called the Two Sillers. Tliefe 
buildings feem of the fame date, and at a fmall diftance nearly refernble each other; 
one is built of ftone, the other white-walhed. In one, dedicated to the Virgin, divine 
fervice is performed only in Lent; in the other, facred to St. Nicholas, during the re¬ 
mainder of the year. I could not learn by .whom, or at what period, thefe twin churches 
were confirufted. . ^ 

The ftony roads having lhattered the wheels of my cart, we flopped to repair it at 
Dahlin, near the northern extremity of the Rands-Sion, backed by a well cultivated and 
well-inhabited mountain. This part of Norway is greatly infefled with bears and wolves. 
The bears do much harm, not only killing cattle, but deftroying corn: the inftances are 
very rare, which induce them to attack the human fpecies. The Ihepherds are ufually 
followed by large dogs of the Newfoundland fpecies, armed with collars of iron fpikes, 
to preferve them againfl the wolves, who frequently attack them, and endeavour to feize 
them by the neck. The bears ufually fly from them. 

The roads of Norway had hitherto appeared to us, long ufed to the Swedilh roads^ 
exceedingly nigged, and fcarcely paflable witTi carriages, and both my companion and I 
had been occafionally overturned; but that we now pafled over mount Kiolway was fo 
execrable, that the others were in comparifon fuper-excellent. I much queftion indeed 
if any cart had ever pafled before we ventured to traverfe it. We afeended four Engliflr 
miles, and then defeended about the fame diflance, and were obliged to difmount and 
fupport our carriages, in order .to prevent them from overfetting, which, notwithftand- 
ing all our precautions, occafionally happened. During the firft part of the way we 
pafled a few cottages •, but further on all was wild and defolate, rocks clothed with pmea 
and firs, a dreary but fublirae feenery, commanding from the fumni/<; a moft extenfive 
profpefl i to the fouth of the delightful country we had tfaverfed in oiir way to Dahlin, 
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the Rands-Sion appearing like a broad river winding among the gloqpiy rocks; to the 
north, hills piled upon hills, and mountains towering above mountainsthe fnowy Alps 

of Norway clofing the majeftic view. ^ 

At the bottom of the defcent we croffed a lively rivulet called Ana, came to a lake of 
the fame name, and took up our lodgings at the village of 'J'iterud, moft delightfully 
fituated on the banks of afmall but beautiful lake, forming the calmeft and lovclieit re¬ 
treat I ever beheld. In this ft^queftered fpot, we found, belides the rooms appropriated 
to the family, two neat bed-chambers for ourfelvcs, met with excellent tea and fugari 
butter and cream, and fupped on a fine trout, weighing fix pounds, with which lift the 

lake abounds. ... . , • r , 

September 14. At Titerud, we quitted the mountains, and travel led a gently waving. 

country, as fertile and pleafing as the dill rift of Ringerike, well cultivated and wellpeo- 
pled, the roads virinding through the fields like garden walks; we changed liorfcs at 
()uickftand and Lund, and paffing through a lawn planted by the hand of nature, whicli 
iTad the appearance of a park, reached the banks of the lake Miois. 

This lake extends from north to fouth, is eighty Englilh miles in circumference; and 
is in general from twelve to eighteen in breadth. It is divided by a large peninfula, and 
contains one ifland ten miles in circumference, fertile in corn, pallure, and wood, and 
ibrinklo'd with feveral farm-houfes. 

I’he lake on the fide where we embarked is bounded by bleak hills, embrowned with 
thick groves of pine and fir, whofe gloomy afpeft reminded me, that we were in the 
6 ?d degree of northern latitude, and continued on the oppofite fide with banks gently 
riling from the margin of the water, enriched with fields of corn and pafture, and re- 
femblim^ the fertile diftricis of a more fouthcni climate, the whole exhibiting a rugged 
perfpea'ivc, and pidurefque wildncfs on one fide, and on the other the cultivated beau- 

ties of a milder atmofphere. , - r.. ./vMj 

W%rowed between the ifland and the peninfula, on the extremity of which ftands 
Nafs a fmall but neat village, and in two hours landed at Hammer, now a gentleman’s 
feat formerly a large town containing near two thoufand inhabitants. The fite of this 
once flourifting place can now be only traced by fome parts of the old walls, heaps of 
rubbift, and the piaurefque remains of a large cathedral, confifting of four Gothic 
arches which (land on an eminence overlooking the lake. 

Having fatisfied our curiofity, we reirabarked, rowed about five miles to afmall vil¬ 
lage landed, and walked to Giellum. Here we procured horfes, and continued our 
iourney through a lefs peopled diftria: thickly ftrewn with forefts, and Cerried over the 
Glomme, about as broad as the Thames at Henley. This river receives the Worme, 
which iffues from the lake Miofs. We had frequent views of the Glomme, which pre- 
fenied a broad furface, foraetimes watering pleafant vallies, fometimes interrupted by 
faiid-banks, over which it frequently fcifts its courfe, fometimes winding between rocky 
cliffs,’ and precipitating itfelf in frequent catarafts. 

Being now in the fixty 4 econd degree of northern latitude, and m a mountainous 
country^ we had already experienced the approach of winter. On the 14th of Septem- 
ber it Inowed; on the fifteenth was a fevere hoar-froft, and the furface of feveral ponds 
and ftagnant watere were frozen to the thicknefs of half-a-crown. It was, however, 
clear and funny, like a fine day in Novemberj but this morning, September 17, it is 
as c(dd and fevere as tlie beginning of January in England. The pin^ and fir? are fo 
thickly covered with hoar-froft as to bear the appearance of being fpnnkled with faow j 
and the foreft trees hive changed their leaves in the fpace of one night. 
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This morning having again ferried over the Glomme, here as deep and about as broad' 
as the Thames at Putney, we reached Kongfwin^r, a ftrong fortrefs on the frontiers of 
Norway, fituated on a fteep rock, and deemed impregnable. Charles the Twelfth re¬ 
connoitred it, but found the pofition fo ftrong, that even he thought it prudent to de¬ 
cline the attack. It was built at different intervals; the moft ancient part was probably 
conftrufted above four hundred years ago, and the fortrefs has been gradually enlarged, 
particularly by Chriftian the Fifth and Frederic the Fourth. Some recent fortifications 
render it a regular fortrefs with eight baftions. In time of war it requires a garrifon of 
one thoufand men; the prefent compliment confifts only of one hundred and twenty. 
Some eminences on the other fide of the river command the fortrefs, and would be the 
only means by which the works could be attacked with any profped of fuccefs; but, ac¬ 
cording to the opinion of the officer who accompanied us, thefe heights are fo extremely 
fteep and rugged, that it would be almoft impraflicable to draw to their fummits large 
pieces of artillery of a fize fufficient to batter the walls. 

From the windows of the fortrefs, we commanded a fine view of the Glomme, 
winding at the foot of a ridge of hills, clothed with trees, and chequered with fields 
of corn and pafture} the fmall lake Wingen forming a beautiful feature in the varie* 
gated landfcape. 
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TRAVELS IN SWEDEN: 

By M; PORTIA*; 


preface of the author. 

THE kingdom of Sweden, a defcription of which is given in this volume, is, on 
many accounts, a country of great intereft : it prefcnts indeed few beauties to the curi¬ 
ous eye of a lover of the arts; nature there difpenfes her bounty with a niggard hand, 
SHud the fouthern provinces alone fupport their inhabitants without a fupply from abroad. 

But what places Sweden on a level with the great ftates of Europe is its laws, its 
government, and the energy of its inhabitants, 'fhe loyalty of the peafan|ry of Swe¬ 
den ranks them much above other people. Unfortunately this valuable recommenda¬ 
tion is daily on the decline: general corruption has overfpread the great towns, and 
contagion is but too vifible in thofe parts of the kingdom molt frequented by ftrangers. 
The inhabitants of the northern provinces, with thofe of the mountains in the other pro¬ 
vinces, alone preferve, in all its purity, the charaQier of their forefathers. > Notwith- 
ftanding the degeneracy, however, which has in feme inlfances taken place, the Swe* 
difli peafant, even as he is, is ftill the moll eftimable of any in Europe} at leafl; of thofe 
with which we are acquainted. 

This volume was (for the moft part) printed in 1793 ; circumftances, which the 
reader will without difiiculty divine by reference to that epoch, obliged us to difeonti- 
nue the work, and wait a more favourable inftant for its continuation. To the fame 
caufe is to be attributed the great number of typographical errors that occur: luckily, 
to our fatisfaftion, they are all of them eafy to be correfted by the reader. 

We ihall obferve that the different pieces with which we have been favoured, that 
is to fay, the differtation on the Atlantica of Rudbeck; the letters of the King’s mur¬ 
derers, and ail that regards their trial; the relation of the death of Charles XII. &c. 
are inferted exaftly as we reedved them, not allowing ourfelves the liberty of making 
even fuch correftion as certain paffages appeared to require. 

Modem Works on Sweden. 

Memoires fur la Suedes by Cantzler. 2 vols. A work of merit; the fruit of the 
moft laborious refearch. The tables are of the greateft fervice; they are getting old, 
but the path is laid down; and, in our opinion, a Swede who Ihould continue the work 
on the fame plan, might with little difficulty do material fervice to his country. 

An hijlorteal Abridgement of the prefmt State of Sweden. 2 vols. 12 mo. London, 
174S. It treats of the interval between 1680 and 1743; very condfe, not always cor- 
re£t, and of but fmall efteem.. 

* Tranflated from the French of Voyage de deux Fremqait en AUemafneyDdnmanhf Suede, Rujfte, 
l^nei 1790—179a. Faria, 1796. 5 vola. 8vo. 
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Tnhkau cle la Suede, by C atteau. a vpis. This Is a rapid Iketch, very well written, 

iibre^c de I'hjioire de Suede, par Lagerbri^g. i vol. We know not why an 
abridgement was given in. the tranflatipn, rather than the work at la#e: the latter 
inight have been ofoful, whereas by the maniier in which the fucceifionbi events is con¬ 
tracted ill the abridfroinent, it is good for nothing. . 

Anecdote^ of the Court of Sweden, *789. 1 vol. This work treats of fuch individu- 

als alone as were then in exiltence. The refeinblances are good and the relations juft; 
the work however is lei's pleafing than one would expedb, arifing.poffibly from its fpeak- 
ing w-11 of all. 

Travels'in Sweden by a Dutch Officer 'M. Dreven). 1 vol. in 8vo. J789. This 
work is full of errors and inaccuracies : from a number of pafl'ages one is induced to 
imagine that the author wrote from memory; for what he delcribes exifts,yet frequent- 
’ ly far from the fpot he meutions; and fometimes he has feen things feen by no one 
elfe. 

In our firft volume we fpoke of works treating of the ftates of the North. Our 
readers will perceive that we have left a number of articles as they were compofed in 
1791, before the death of Gvjtavus HI. of glorious memory. 


advertisement to the reader. 

Throughout the work the meafures, weights, and money, are Swedifli, except 
where otherwife deferibed ; with the value of thefe the reader may make himfelf ac¬ 
quainted by reference to Chapter XIX. in which it is given, in Englilh mealures, 
weight, and money, as well as in French. 


TRAVELS OF TWO FRENCHMEN IN THE NORTH OF EUROPE. 

Chap. \,^Entrance into Sweden. — Nece/fary Precautions for thofe who travel in that 
Kingdom.’^HelJinburg.—Ihe Province of Scania. — Carl/croon.—-Its Naval-Ar/enal.~— 
Its Docks. — Road from Car If croon to Gottenburg through Smaland. — Gatterdfurgb. - Its 
■ Hofpital^Trade—HerringJifhery—and Cujloms.—The Landing of the Danes.-^Alar- 
Jirand. 

IT frequently takes an hour to pafs the Sound j we croffed it in two and thirty mi¬ 
nute's. The landing charges are, for a berlin, a. rix-dollar; for a chariot, forty Ikil- 
lings, which ium includes the whole expence to the inn: you pay. alfo for every 
trunk, but however heavy your luggage the charge will feldom exceed 2 rix dollars. 
In proportion to the facility and convenience of embarkation is the difficulty and dan¬ 
ger of unfhippii^ carriages, as there is neither jetty, quay, nor. crane, and nothing but. 
fome wretch^ wooden ftairs, witb heaps of ftonesat the foot, which prevent the boat 
from reaching dfeni. The appearance of the Damfh coafl: is much more beautiful than 
that of Sweden. - 

The traveller mud: take care to provide himfelf with fmall notes, as he will oftentimes 
had it difficult to procure change even for one of 12 Ikillings, and efpedally if it ^ not a 
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bank note. We once were indebted to the joint contribution of fix perfons, the poft- 
niafter inclufive, for effi;aing this objeft. He will moreover require a quantity of fmall 
copper coin to give to the poftillions for irinkelt^ and for other trifling expences. Since 
the increafe of poftage in 1790 the price for each hprfe has been 8 {killings per mile • j 
they are! low and ftrong, but Rccuftomed to draw none but light carriages; fo that 
when the carriage is either heavy of itfelf, or much laden," \hey harnefs to k four or fix 
horfes; the drink money for the poftiflions is a gratuity; if you give them at each 
change of horfes a {killing and a half, they are very well fatisfied; you give befides one 
{killing to the holkar (the oftler who feeks and puts the horfes to the carriage). It is 
ablblutely requifite you Ihould fend forward a courier five or fix hours before, you to 
order horfes, as they are not kept at the poft-houfe, but about the neighbourhood,- and 
fomctimcs at a great diftance. This precaution may however prove unneceifary, provi¬ 
ded you travel wiih no more than'one or two horfes, fince in general you will find as 
many at the poft-houfe. 

You {hould travel with your own harnefs, the Swedifli pofiilions ufing none but cords, 
which it is Ibmctimes long before they can adjufl, if you have many horfes, and which 
frequently break. It will not be amifs as well to take a fervant with you, who may 
know how to drive, I'or notwithftanding the roads be in general, excellent, there yet are 
certain parts' of them on which you would rather be driven by fome one in whom you 
might have confidence, than by a country lad who perhaps will never have drove aught 
before but his plough. Should you have a heavy carriage, apt to jirk forward, provided 
you have clogs to the wheels, we advife their being frequently ufed, although this mea* 
fure will not always prevent the poftillions from going at a full gallop. If you have no 
fervant to fend forward, you give a note, on which is exprelTed the number of horfes 
you require, and the time at which you compute you {hall want them, which is carried 
by a countryman from pod to poll, to the fpot at which you mean to Hop, which muft 
be exprelfed on the note. For this you pay the expence of one horfe, and the trinkelt 
of the countryman, the fame as the poftillion : you may alfo fend by him fuch part of 
your luggage as you wifli to be difencumbered of. This in fhort is the only mode of. 
tranfporting efieds in Sweden,’ public carriages being things unknown. No inftance 
has ever been a'dduced, notwithftanding the frequent change of the carriage by which 
it will have been conveyed, and its different condudors from every ftage, of-a box being 
ever loft, much lefs broke open ; nay it has happened, that when any have come open 
from accident, the contents have nniformly arrived fafe, and without diminution, un¬ 
touched : this tribute of juftice is due to the Swedifh peafantry, as it tends to exalt them 
much above that of every other country. At every poft-houfe the traveller,is prefent- 
ed with a dag book (^day^book), in which he inferts his name and quality, whence he 
eomes,, whither going, the number of horfes he takes, and if he be fatisfied with the 
previous poftillion, &c. and every month this book is giveit to the Governor of the pro¬ 
vince. 

It is abfolutely requifite you fliould carry pfovifion with you. Frequently do you go 
ten or twenty miles f without finding any thing but milk, wretched beer, brandy, and 
bread baked fome months before \ this is the cafe even in fome towns, but certainly not 
all. Of lodging you are conftantly fecure, every poft-houfe, without exception, being 

* Formerly the price was 4 Ikillingt; during the war it was doirbled. We are not informed whether 
or no it has been reduced as it ought to be, and as the peafantry have refuelled { who peicei/6 that there 
is lefs travelling fince, than there ufed to be before the augmentation, 
f The Swediih mile, whilih is that ufed through the work, is fix Englifii miles, ai^ |f Jths. 
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obliged to fiirnilli a feparatc apartment with one or two beds for travellers. We found, 
indeed, at fome of the poft-houfes in the interior, that this law was but indifferently ob- 
fervcH, yer fuch inftances were very rare. Provided with a fervant who may fpeak the 
Swedifh language you will avoid much inconvenience. In Sweden you may travel with¬ 
out any apprehenfion, in perfeft .fafety, either by night or day. IJnlefs the froft be well 
fet in, efpocial care fhould be taken to prevent the poftiilions quitting the high road ; 
they are coiifiantly difpofed to take the fhorteft cut, to fave a quarter of a mile or lei's, 
<tlriving over lakes not fufficiently frozen, or which begin to thaw\ As thefe arc fre- 
■queni ly covered with fnow, you fometimes fink into, without perceiving, them. Accidents 
of this dofcripiion are fo common in Sweden that the number of perlbns annually drown¬ 
ed thus by imprudence, is rated at two thoufand. 

• All the houfes out of the towns are built of wood, and this even in Srmia, notwith- 
•fianding the contrary alfertion of Le Voyageur Hollandais. Many confift of the ground- 
floor alone. A houfe of this defeription, of a good fize, cofts a hundred rix-dollars 
building. 

Holfinburg is an extremely fmall town, fuch as elfewherc would rank as a village; it 
contains at mofl; but twelve hundred inhabitants. On arriving at the pofl: ofilce at liel- 
•finburg, you fhew your paifport. They are not very ftribl at the cuftom houfe ; if you 
give ^ note of 24 ikillings to the ofiicer,, he will be fatisfied without examining your 
trunks. 

From Helfmburg to Carlfcroon is twonty-three miles and a half. Chrtjlinnjiadl is a 
-fmall town tolerably w'cll fortifiecl; the King’s regiment is there in garrifori. In 1772 
■the revolution began in this town, owing to which, Colonel Hellicius, who commanded 
there, obtained the name of * Gujlajajh'iold (Guftavus’s fliield). Cbrijiiartjladt hhmous 
for its manufafture of gloves. As you leave the town you pafs over a raifed caufy 
of fome length, made over the marlhes, which on this fide render the town difficult of 
accefs, from the facility with which they may be inundated. Carljham is a fmall town, 
badly paved, yet pretty regularly built of wood. You pafs the limits of Scania, which 
you will have traverfed, before you arrive at Nory, and enter Bleking. The divifion of 
the two provinces is denoted by two boundaries of granite, on which the arms of each 
are engraven, and by a fmall ftreani which runs a few paces from the fpot. 

Scania is'the mildeft of all the provinces in Sweden, the horfes, oxen, and all ani¬ 
mals are larger and ftronger in this part than in any other. Many gentlemen pafs the 
-fummer, and fome live here all the year j but a ridiculous pride diminifhes the pleafurc 
which otherwife might be enjoyed from refiding in the province. The vifits of gentle¬ 
men are always vifits of ceremony, in which they are accompanied by a number of fer- 
vants, and horfes, that are all maintained by their hofl for fcveral days. After making 
•a tour in this manner, they return to their homes, and live in feclufion during |he reft 
of the year. Their nobility is fo ftrongly grafted on their minds that they pay no regard 
to women of the fecond clafs, even though they fliould be married to men of the high- 
■eft rank. The fea coaft is extremely pleafant owing to the different profpeds it affords, 
-which are fuperior to thofe on the Ihores of Zeeland. Here is fituated the greater part 
of the houfes of the nobility; yet along the high road we did not diftinguilh a Angle 
one worthy of remark. On every fide, as you proceed, are blocks of granite laying on 
the ground, or in rocLs, and trees which have fplit the ftone in w'orking theinfelves a 

* Klli in Swedifh, found likceAi chi in Englifli; Jhi as feki. 
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paffage to the light. All thefe ftones afford ftrong ground for pvefuniption, that the fea 
at fonie period overflowed this fpot. The whole of this road is beautiful; it conftantly 
winds, and frequently afibrds mod charming profpedfs. In 1790, even at the clofe of 
December, there were no fledges ufed for loaded carriages, yet the road was not lefs 
excellent. This province contains mines of coal, alum raanufadlorics, and yellow am- 
•ber; but the fpots where they are found are at a diftance from the courfe of the road. 
At Rang, near to Skanor, in the fouthern part of the province, yellow amber is found 
in large pieces. Andrarim and Rajiunda adjoin each other on the road from Chriftan- 
ftadt to Yfladt (v/here you embark to go to Stralfund). At the former of thefe two 
plac(?s is a quarry and manufafiory of alum j at the latter yellow amber is met with. 
At Boferup, near Lund, is a coal-mine. 

At a fliort di(l;mce from the boundaries of Scania, on the road to Carlfcroon, there 
are many afeents and defeents, down which the peafants drive with great hardihood at a 
violent rate. You cannot be deceived as to diftance on the high roads in Sweden, there 
being pofts or ftones to mark it at every half and quarter of a mile. Villages in Blek- 
ing are more numerous and large, but for the mod part make but a wretched appear¬ 
ance. In this quarter you lee a number of lone houfes fpread about the country, but 
very few of brick, as afferted by many travellers. 

Carlfcroon was a pretty well-built town before the fire which happened in 1790, 
when it contained from fourteen to fifteen thoufand inhabitants. At prelent it is almoft 
wholly ruined, not one houfein eight remaining. The naval arfenals, being feparated by 
a wall from the town, were luckily preferved; a high wind fpread the fire fo as to 
make it general, and almoft all the men who might have rendered afliftance were at 
fea on board the fleet; add to which, (for what reafon is unknown,) there was in many 
houfes a quantity of gunpowder, the explolion of wkich confequently increafed the 
cliforder inevitable on fuch an occafion. This town is fituated on an ifland, and built 
on the rock itfelf, which has rendered unneceflary the paving of many of its ftreets, 
but which at the fame time makes it very unpleafant, as well for thofe in carriages as 
fuch as go on foot. The port is an excellent one, defended by two forts, as well as by 
its pofitioa; there is held the department of the royal navy. The old dock is cut out 
of the rock, and would certainly be worthy of notice, were it not for the excellence of 
the new one, which is above all praife, and which the Romans at the height of their ce¬ 
lebrity would not have blulhed to acknowledge: it is compofed of thirty-one bafons, 
calculated to contain twenty fail of the line and eleven frigates ; the bafons are cut in the 
folid rock, and are covered fo as to ftielter the veflfels completely: only one of thefe ba¬ 
fons are completed; fome of the reft arc however began, but it feems doubtful whe-.' 
thcr a work of fuch immcnfity will ever be completed, the advantage of fuch an eftali- 
lilhment not being likely to compenfate its vaft expence; for it does not yet appear evi¬ 
dent that veflels are better preferved by being under cover than expofed, or at leaft 
that their duration is Mkqly to be fo far prolonged as to make the difterence counterba¬ 
lance the coft of the undertaking. A foreigner travelling to Carlfcroon will find it ne- 
ceflary to write to fome correfpondent to procure him lodgings, as otherwife he m'uft 
put up with fuch as the poft-houfe affords, which are wretched in extreme. Luckily the 
naval department, which cannot be removed, will fecure the fpeedy re-edification of the 
town. The fleet is very confpicuoufly difcernible as you pafs along a wooden bridge, 
on both fides of which are the fliips of the line and frigates. We counted fixteen trf 
the former (their number being diminiihed by more -than a third part in cOurfe of’ the 
war). The frigates fuffered lefs. Independent of thefe, three or four t^e always ftatipn- 
ed at Gottenburg, and feveral at Sweaburg. 
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At Carlfcroon there are one thoufand four hundred and feventy-five marines, divided 
into twenty-nine companies, one of which confifts of feventy-five men, and thirty-two 
of fifty each, the drums and lifcs not included; befides thefe, {\t Gottenburg there is a 
company of one'^hundred men, and twelve thoufand failors regiftered for the grand fleet, 
who in peace time employ themfelves as they will. 1 heir allow ance from the department 
is fix (livers a day and two pounds of bread. Each vclTel takes on board ammunition fuf- 
cient for fixty brpadfides. 

I 

State of the Swedifli Fleet in 1766. 


At Carlfcroon. 

Ships of the line. 

1 of 


too guns 

I t)f 


96 

I of 


84 

2 of 


74 

3 of 


70 

2 of 


t.6 

5 of 


64 

6 of 


60 

1 of 


54 

I of 


5 ° 

33 


• 

Praams 

or floating batteries. 

4 of 20 guns and 24 

oars. 


Frigates. 


I of 

- 

40 suns 

1 of 

• 

36 

2 of ^ 

- 

30 

2 of 

- 

24 

2 of 

• 

18 

1 of 

- 

12 

9 




Galliots. 


1 4 carrying 2 mortars and 2 fix- 

1 pound«rSs 



Tranfports. 


1 6 of large tonnage for mails and 

timber. 


T 4 fmaller ones. 



At Stockholm. 


Galleys. 

12 of 44 oarsi carrying 4 fiy.- 
poundcrs, and 1 of Iwenty- 
four pound on the poop. 

28 of 40 oars, armed in the lame 
manner. 

6 of 36, the large cannon, 
twrlve-pounders. 

4 of 32, do. 

4 of 28, do. 


Praams. 

4 of 24 oars, and 24 large guns. 
I of 24 oars, and 16 large guns. 

Advice boats. 

3 well armed, with 52 oars. 
Galliot. 

I armed with 2 large mortars and 
2 fix-pounders. 

Brigantine. 

1 of 20 guns and 6 pair of oars. 


Frigates. 


36 guns 
30 


Galleys. 

5 of 28 oars, i twelve-pounder, 
and 4 fix-pounders. 

Brigantines. 

2 of 20 guns and 6 pair of oars. 

4 Drmi-gallies. 

Galliot. 

1 armed with mortars and z fix- 
pounders. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Ships of the line - 23 

Frigates - . jz 

Galleys ... 

Demi-galleys . 4 

Galliots . . g 

Brigantines - ^ 

Praams . . g 

Tiaofports . zi 


State of the Fleet in the Port of Carlfcroon in 1775. 


Ships of the line. 


Ships of the line—continued. 


The King Frederic 
Adolphus Frederic 
The Queen Louifa Ulrica 
The Prince Guftavus 
The Prince Charles Frederic 
The Lion of Oothia 


Fredericas Rex 

Guns. 

60 

The Hcfle Cafiel 

£0 

The Brehme 

60 

The Finland - , - 

60 

The Prince Charles » 

60 

The Frederic Adolphus • 

60 
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Ships of the liae—continued. 

Gum. 


Frigates>-<ont:nued. 


Tiie Sophia Albertina 

The Sophia Charlotte 
'i'lic Frederica Amelia 
The States of the Realm 
The Liberty 
The Union or Concord 


The Upland 
The iiuderinaaia 
The Sparre 


The Falcon 
The Illerim 
The Iramas 
The Vulture 


The Pollux 
Goia 


Brigantines. 


of 18 guns, 
of 10 


The Black Eagle 
T he Prince Guftavus 
The Phoenix 


Frigates. 


Galleys armed as before ftated. 
The Carlfcroon 
The Cronenberg 
The Malmoea 
The Bleking. 


Praams. 


The Achilles 
The Iledor 


26 guns. 
26 


Remark. The Elephant, of 124 guns, was the largeft veflel that Sweden ever had j it was in being under 
the reign of Eric XIV.—At the time of the lanrling of Charles XII. in Zealand in 1700, the Swediih 
fleet coofifled of thirty-eight (hips of the line, excluAve of frigates, fire-lhips, and praams. 

Expence of the Swedifli Navy at the periods adverted to. 


1696. t 764 - 1768. 1772- 

Silver Dollars. Do, Do. Do. 

For the admiralty and corps of cadeta at '] 

Carlfcroon - . ' _ . . 6*4,765 

.c' Lui ' * ^' 39 > 8 i 5 * 51 ,m 

E lect of Galleys at Stockholm [ - . I . 138,817 

Flotilla of Finland - f 671,498! 21,866 1,404,^4 276,64.7 

Veffcls on the flocks - ... 458,329 

Dock-yard at Carlfcroon - . - - 175,000 

Naval evolutions - J . - J . 50,000 

Charges of convoy - . 550,000 

Coailing pilots - • • - 649 


2I,866I| 1,404,304 


624,765 

53 . 79 J 

138,817 

276,647 

458,3*9 

175,000 

50,000 


I 671,49811 1,712,330! 

If to this laA fum be added the expence of the provincial regiments in 1772,' 


and that of recruits, with the general expences of the faid year, - J 
the fum will fhew the whole expence of the Swedifh forces that year in Alver dollars. 


1,404,3041 
-See table III. 


L 777 . 35 ' 

»»i7»»t90 

2.708,880 

5,657,421 


According to the report laid before the fecret committee in 1772, the wholie expence 
of the army, as detailed in the tables above, (exclufive of the charges incurred by the 
works on the fluices oiTrolihetta) amounted to 5,540,957 dollars, which at three per 
rix-dollar, give i,846’,985 rix-dollars banco, which agrees tolerably well with the fum 
above noticed. 

By the ftatement of Field-marfhal Count de Ehrenfvoerd, relative to the royal navy, 
it appears that the galley fleet at Stockholm, during the time it was under the direftion 
of the board of admiralty, coft annually 223,893 filver dollars j and that under the dU 
reftion of the faid Field-marihal, the flotillas of Stockholm and Finland conjointly coft 
no more than ioi,oao dollars per year. Owing to the management of thi^ general, 
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the flotilla is conftrufted of armed fliips, which are calculated to fenre, as circuraftances 
may require, either as frigates or galleys. 

The towns and certain farms in the maritime provinces are obliged to furnifti the King 
with failors j fo that the navy is upon the fame footing as the provincial army; There 
are befides fome volunteer failors, who for a moderate fum engage themfelves on board 
the fleet, and who at intervals enter the merchant fervice. 

The whole naval force confifts, 

In failors fumilhed by the towns, to the number of —. ^ 8400 

The rotar^ doubled — — 8300 

Recruits — — —. ^oo 

Total 17,400 

But according to Cantzler, when the rotar is not doubled, which only happens in time 
of war, when the volunteers, the recruits, the failors from the towns, and the boys, 
who are rarely called upon, are not employed, there remains on fervice no more 
than 

For the towns •— — — 800 

The rotar —. — 


7000 

The ftaflF of the Swedifii navy confided, in 1773, of a grand admiral, two admirals, 
three vice-admirals, four rear-admirals, one rear-admiral, the prefident of the dock¬ 
yards; fix colonels, twenty-fix lieutenant-colonels, nineteen majors, fixty-two cap¬ 
tains, ninety-five lieutenants, one aid de camp-general, a warehoufe keeper, a captain 
commandant of artillery, a roll-mafter, two captains of the dock-yards, five lieutenant- 
captains, a captain commandant of pilots and coafiing pilots, and a lieutenant of pilots. 
In all two hundred and thirty-two officers. 


Expences of the royal navy according 

For the board of admiralty 
the fleet and dock-yards 
the fquadron at Gottenburg 
loan to the failors ... 
the equipage of the Swedifh fleet and flotilla 
of the Finnifli flotilla 

The commiflariat 


to the ftatementof 1787. 

Rix-dollars in fpecie. 
16,058 16 

472,191 30 9 

7,389 26 
• 4,597 38 6 

36,841 13 9 

53*448 38 


90,290 

66,666 


3 9 
32 o 


Totalinrix-dollars 667,194 2 o 
To this if the expence of the army for the faid year be added, for the 
particulars of which fee Table III. equal to - - 1,064,996 18 o 

The total expenditure for the year 1787, for the army and navy col- 
leftively, will be • » . ■ 1,732,190 20 o 


From 
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From Carlfcroon to Gottenburg is thirty-feven miles and a quarter; you return by 
the road you have already paffed as far as Rtnmebu ; about half a league beyond, you 
turn to the right. There is another road by KUlmdy but it is longer and lei's pleafant. 
Between Skiaurgue and Diurantola, you leave Blelung to enter Smaland : the roads are 
conftantly good, but hilly; the country wild : water is rarely found at the port houfes, 
inftead you mult be content with bad beer and brandy wine j there are many forelts of 
fir and pine, which, however, are frequently of Hunted growth, and here and there 
lakes. That near which the town of Vexioeu is fituatcd, is rather confiderable. ‘Vexioeu 
is a very fmall town : notwithftanding it be the refidence of the governor of the pro¬ 
vince, and a bilhop, nothing is to be had, and the necellity of carrying your own provi- 
fions is as evident here as in the moll inconfiderable hamlet; one of the ftrcets is lined 
with trees, but this is far from being the cafe with all of them, as fome travellers relate. 
On leaving 'Vixiocu, you crofs over bridges, feveral times, a river which has its origin in 
the lake, and empties itfelf into the Baltic about a mile from Carllliam; it is called the 
Morunfo : afterwards you coall along the lake for fome time. Succeed a number of 
woods more flourilliing than thofe pafl'ed before; the confequenee doubtlefs of their 
greater dillance from the fea, which begins to be confiderable. I’he whole of this road 
is mountainous; if your luggage be heavy, it will not be amifs to take the road for Jon- 
kceuping upon arriving at ClCurs, for although it be rather the farthefl: way, it is by 
much the rnoH agreeable, and pall'es through feveral towns to Gottenburg, whereas by 
the former road you go through none. You traverfe the whole of Smaland,. a pro¬ 
vince which gives title to the King’s fecond fon: its inhabitants are reputed to preferve 
all the franknefs with all the rudenefs of their anceftors; they confider themfelves much 
fuperior to their neighbours, with whom they rarely intermarry, which circumftancc 
has not a little contributed to the prefervation of their ancient charafter. This province 
yields a confiderable quantity of hops. In its fouthern part, much iron is extrafted 
from the lakes and marlhes. The gold mine of Adelfers, the only one in the kingdom, 
is in Smaland ; it is little produdfive, fo little, as not to pay the charges of working j it 
is fituated at a dillance from this road, but you go near it on palling from Calmar to 
Elkioeu. From Haficu to Bor there are many afeents and defcenls, which during frofty 
weather are fom* what dangerous. As you leave Vernamo, you crofs the Laga over a 
bridge, where you pay a loll of two fous for each wheel; after which the road to Stock¬ 
holm is on the right, and beyond, a very fteep afeent; here it is that you crofs the high 
ix)ad to Helfmburg. On this ftage the eye is treated with nothing but fandy plains, 
heath, and Hone, with here and there fome Hreams. Ihe fair of "Vernamo lias great 
reputation in the country; the Halls are permanent as well here as at other places where 
fairs are held, and are frequently confpicuous. From Gronhult to Tofsiorp there are 
large foreHs of pine and fir: on this Hage there is abundance of heath, with little or no 
cultivation. The four laH Hages are the worH j on the lall you travel over a great 
Heep by a road cut through the rock, on the border of a fmall lake. Along all this 
road you will find it frequently necefl'ary to apply the drag to the wheels. As we made 
this journey about ChriHma,s time, called in the northern languages 2 W, and which 
has been kept in this country from time immemorable, we found provifion in every 
houfc; each individual had decorated the infide of his apartments with cloth, Huff, or 
whatever moH valuable he poffeffed, and the floor was covered with Hraw, which never- 
thelefs did not prevent the inhabitants letting lighted fire-brands fall on it without pay¬ 
ing any regard to theirextinftionjanegleft which will readily account for the frequency 
of conflagrations. We did not remark, as is afiirmed by Mr. Coxe, that the beds are 
commonly one above the other j but almoH every where did we obferve trunks ranged 

aroundL. 
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around the room, ferving as feats by day, and in lieu of bedfteads by night. Before 
yoii enter Gottenburg is a cuflom houfe, at which the officers are very rigid : it is not 
however difEcult to obtain allowance for one to attend at your inn, where you may dif*' 
inifs him, according to cuftom, at the expence of 24 {killings. Complaint is made that 
the officers of the cuftoms here are, as ahnoil every v/herc, iufolent, knavifh, and coun¬ 
tenanced in their infolence. 

Gottenburg. At the pofl-houfe you meet with indifferent accommodation, but will 
find better, although at a greater expcnce, at the Mifs MuUcrs*. This city is very 
pretty, it is the fecond in the kingdom, but much inferior to tlie towns in France of the 
third order: it contains at moft but fourteen or fifteen rhoufand people, for although 
five hundred and eighty perfons died here in 1790, this number comprized many 
foldiers who returned fick from the army : the births were four hundred and thirty-fix. 
The town is interfeded by canals, which are planted with trees, and which in fome 
places give it the appearance of a Dutch towm; yet the houfes are far from being of 
equally good conftruftion, few being of brick ; nevcrthclcls the appearance of the new 
town has in it fomewhat pleafing. The fuburbs is built on an eminence : here the 
failors refide, who are very numerous^ as well owing to its being the flation of the Eaft 
India Company’s velTels, as of a number of King’s frigates. 

\{%hofpital was founded by Mr. Sahlgren, a wealthy individual; its revenue is 1500 
rix dollars; it contains thirty beds, two of which for lying-in women j this number 
however, in cafe of neceflity, is augmented by two, and the whole has occafionally 
amounted to feven at once. Any woman in this condition may ring at the gate at any 
hour of the day or night, and be gratuitoufly admitted. In this houfe forty-five aban¬ 
doned children w-cre born in the year 1789, an! in 179®, thirty fix. The fick have 
each a bed to thenifelves, and the whole eflablifhinent appeared to us to be well at¬ 
tended : when we faw it, it contained but thirteen invalids. If defirous of fending 
thither a Gottenburger, you pay fix fkillkigs per diem, if a ftranger, eight: patients 
afilifted with venereal complaints are the only ones not admitted. The fick are not 
allowed tea. 1 here is one phyfician belonging to the hofpital, who is at the fame time 
both diredor and treafurer, and one furgeon. I he moft common and moft dangerous 
maladies of the country are milliary fevers: thofe of an inflammatory nature are very 
rare; the hofpital is feldom full, unlefs in May, which is the unhealthy month. The 
Jiuor alhiis is very common ; it is attributed to the frequent ufe of tea, the cloth drawers 
which women are accuftomed to wear, and the want of cleanlinefs. All the beds in 
the hofpital are without top covering even when the curtains are drawn, in order that 
the air may have free circulation. All the kitchen utenfils are of caft iron. 

Cabinets. I he Count de Sparre has about three fcore paintings, eight or ten of 
which by Teniers, Wouvermans, Gerard Dow, &c. are worthy of attention. 

Mr. Nceurn the direftor of the cuftom houfe, pofleffes a very complcat colledlion of 
Swedifh coins and medals'; his cabinet confifts of none befides: among other valuable 
coins he has one of Count Oxenfliern, which is extremely rare : notwithftanding this 
colleftion was only begun in 1783, it already comprizes three thoufand diftinft pieces. 

Refineries. There are three fugar refineries here, but on no very large foale, two of 
them without the town; the third, belonging to Mr. Jacobfon, is on an ifland formed 
by a canal, and feparate from any other building for fear of fire; it has four boilers, 
which however are not at all times employed; it feldom works more than two hundred 
and fifty hoglheads per annum. 1 he fugar from it is extremely’white and luftrous 
imt not very fweet, and fells at from 10 to 13 fkillings per Ib. according to quality. * 
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Commerce. The commerce of Gottenburg Is very confiderable, and may be Ijookcd 
upon as conftituting a feventh part of the whole exports, and one fourth of all the im¬ 
ports of Sweden; the ifland of Marftrand in its neighbourhood, ever fince 1775, has 
been a free port. In fpite of the convention between France and Sweden in 1784, by 
which an entrepot was to be granted to the former in exchange for the ifland of St. Bar¬ 
tholomew, there is but one Angle French merchant eftablifhed here, (M. Fournier;) 
but this convention has not been executed in every point, and upon this may be ob- 
ferved that the Swcdifli government has taken advantage of the fituation of France, too- 
much occupied with concerns of a greater magnitude to attend to thofe of fuch trivial, 
nature, and has neglefted to fulfil all the ftipulations of a treaty, fo binding in itfelf, as • 
to condition, that in cafe of non-conformity on the part of Sweden with its various arti- 
cl'.s, France is to refume pofleflion of St. Bartholomew; in a word, it may be faid, that' 
one of the parties is in full pofleflion of the grant made to it, the other not. In this- 
town there are about a dozen Englifli houfes; the Englifh are better looked upon here 
than any other nation. Gottenburg is a long mile diltant from the North fea, and on; 
the GcEutha, which is here a very broad river. In the year 1790, there entered its 
port feven hundred and feventeen foreign, and five hundred and-ten national fhips 
thence faifed for foreign ports feven hundred and feventy-nine, and five hundred and 
fifty-three to different parts of Sweden. Out of the feven hundred and feventeen which 
entered this port, but fixteen were French, (the fame number as JH-rived at Stockholm.) 
The number of merchant veflels belonging to Gottenburg is, as ftated at prefent, two 
hundred and fifty; it is our opinion however, that it does not exceed two hundred and. 
ten.' 

Eajl India Company. This company, notwithftandihg it has the privilege of trading, 
likewife with India, difpatches one or two and fometimes, but rarely, three fhips in a 
year to China alone. In January 1791, it pofTefled feven fhips in good condition, and; 
one on the flocks. This company is managed in an admirable manner; it has four • 
direflors, one of which is prefident, (Mr. Hofterman,) and four others at Stockholm,. 
who are only honorary members of the dire£lion ; no one, hot even the King hiinfelf, 
ha^ any right of ihfpeftion into the affairs of this company; the warehoufes, notwiih- 
ftanding they are large, cannot contain more than three cargoes. The veffels in general 
fail for China in the month of January; they are obliged to faw through the ice to get 
to fea. If any order be fent to China, a- very exa£l model of what is required mufl go 
with it, for the Chinefe copy minutely, even defeats. Offend and Antwerp hold many 
fhares in this company. 

The following is a table of the exports of produce from Gottenburg, in 1790; which • 
may be looked upon as left than a common year. The war having lafted to the middle 
of it, and fhipments in confequence were not fo numerous, the fea being open but a 
few months of that year; for notwithftanding the belligerent powers had no cruizersat 
fea, the fcarcity of failors, from fo many being employed on board the navy, rauft have, 
had a fenfibie effe^ on fliipment. 


Export 
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Export of Produce from Gottenburg, in 1790. 


Iron in bars 


Pig Iron, 

Steel. 

Boards. 

Tons of 
Salted 

Value of India 
Goods. 


Sell. Lips, lbs 

Sch. Lips. lbs. 

Sch. Lips. lbs. 

BHWIil 

Herrings. 

Rix. Sch. 

R. 

To Amfterdam, 

5'9 

10 

75 7 

10 

62 

16 

0 

7 

7:0 

= 31.551 0 

3 

Atidiim, 








290 



Bcr^rhen, 

Cadiz, 








345 

400 

2,438 22 

4 

Colberg, 

637 10 







154 



Dublin, 

Dunkirk, 

0 






V- 

380 

.38,189 75 

0 

• Kibin^r, 











Dlfineur, 

England, 

Noi them parts. 

34,506 6 

10 

1164 9 

10 

63 

0 

10 

9036 

150 

160 

1 . 7 ” 30 

c 

France, 

1,96a 5 

‘5 

71S 19 

5 

503 

18 

5 

2322 



Genoa, 

GrifFswald, 



110 0 

0 




53 

13-o 



Hamburg, 

7CI a 

10 

7 0 

0 




3^5 

O-'o 

91,010 I 

9 

Ireland, 

5-739 ^ 

0 

61.0 6 

5 




665 

2670 

25 0 

0 

Copenhagen, 

1.324 >5 

10 

5 + « 

S 

12 

3 

5 

54 

285 

8.03 , 75 

6 

Liebau, 

Lifbon, 

76 s 

0 

a 10 

0 




11 

33 ‘ 

53 > 2<59 41 

9 

London, 

7-39 >9 

10 

112 10 

0 




MO 




Lubeck, 

446 19 

10 



0 

15 0 

138, 

5 

208 0 


Marltrand, 








600 

0 

Mediterranean, 

4 

0 

589 4 

'S 




236 

126 

2 

Memcl, 

Newcaftlc, 

599 >5 

0 

14a 15 

0 




576 

900 



North Sea, 

ajc 0 

0 







710 

447 16 


Norway, 

3 4 

0 

5 3 

15 





400 

6' 

Nieiiport, 

Oftend, 

St. Pcterfturg, 








90 

900 

6i,c6o 16 

10 

JPillau, 

Randers, 

Revel, 

Rotlock, 

Scotland, 

32.518 14 

5 

458 15 

10 

2 

5 

e 

293 

140'; 

914 

58 

28.33 

351 14 

0 

20 

10428 

Stettin, 

Stralfund, 



I 2 

0 







5 '- 

St. Ubes, 



50 7 

5 




580 

34 oe 8 

107,667 46 


The Baltic, 

22.595 4 

10 

4940 19 

.3 

491 

I 

10 

10096 

10 

The Indies, 








7 

2410 

2706 21 


Other parts. 

525 4 

0 



6 

7 

1.5 

14,' 

112,728 

11 


!04,7q7 4 

ir 

90.3.3 1' 

3 

1 >42 

•7 

5 

36900 

195.4^ 

599<47 ^ ! 

— W 

>0 1 


Specification of the Indian Merchandize^ of •which the Value is given in tlse Table. 

1,110,143 lbs. of tea; 149 pieces of filk of thirteen French ells in length, and five 
quarters wide; 15,899 pieces of nankin; 5014 lbs. of raw white filkj 3197 lbs. cin¬ 
namon; 491« lbs. rhubarb; 2i5lbs. fago; 957lbs. rotin; 7/56 lbs. galinga ; 7 cans 
and a half of arrack; the can holds twenty-one bottles; bamboo fans to the value of 
2438 r. d. 22 fch.; porcelain, to the value of 10,232 r. d. 44 fch. The whole of thefe 
goods formed but one cargo. To this is to be added, likewife,* what is confumed at 
home, and what is fmuggled out, which is to a large amount. 

S Herring 
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Herring Ftjhery. This important branch of commei'ce, which for a while was anni- 
nilated, owing to the difappearance of the herrings, has now refuraed its wonted brifk' 
nefs ; the fale amounts at prefent to fix hundred thoufand barrels of failed herrings, 
and thirty thoufand barrels of oil. Ten or twelve barrels of herrings yield about one 
barrel of oil. The price of a barrel of frefh herrings is generally four filver dollars j 
the expence of falling them, calk inclufive, (which cofts about * 16 or 20 (killings), is 
live or fix dollars : .the price of a barrel of faked herrings is from twelve to thirteen 
dollars, thus leaving a profit of from a dollar and a.half to two filver dollars per barrel 
for the curing. The barrel of oil fells for 12 rix-dollars, it contains an aiam \ j that is 
to fay, about one hundred and eighty common bottles. All the calks are gauggd, and 
uniformly contain from a thoufand to twelve hundred herrings. The fifliery begins in 
October, and la.lts till February, and even March, according to the feafon. 1 he greater 
part of its produce is exported to different places in the country, the coafts of the Bal¬ 
tic, and the Mediterranean; they export alfo (pSrticu[arly to the fouthem nations), 
dried and fmoaked herrings} thefe are of higher price than the former. Some adven¬ 
turers at this place have attempted the whale filhery, but without fuccefs. 

Generally, if alked to dine, it is an invitation for the day, and fupper as well: this is 
the' cuftom thrpughout all Sweden, and even at Stockholm, but there it is confined to 
the fecondary ranks in fociety. Grace before and after meat, and a bow to the mafter 
of the houfe, are cuftomary every where; at times indeed, the length of this ceremony, 
and the ferious countenance alTumed by the Swedes, would incline uf to laughter but 
for the intervention of refleftion. At ceremonial dinners, healths are drunk in an 
enormous goblet full of Rheniih wine or Champagne; the goblet is handed round, and 
each takes a fip: there are certain formalities to be obferved, in which you are inftrufted 
on the fpot, and the penalty, in cafe of omiflion, is to empty the goblet} to our minds 
rather an arduous undertaking: we were prefent at this ceremony for the firft time at 
the houfe of the Bilhop of Gottenburg, a well informed, and very amiable perfon ; he 
is confidered the bell: preacher in Sweden, and is indebted to hirafelf alone for his emi¬ 
nent ftation in life, being the fon of a pe^fant. Apothecaries at Gottenburg are men 
of better information than in other countries, and what is fingular, they are held in 
higher efteem than either furgeons or phyficians. 

It is cuftomary for the band of the regiment in garrifon to come and play under the 
windows, or even at the door of ftrangers who arrive: you difmifs them at the expence 
of a trifle, or without giving them any thing, (as we were recommended to do,) by de- 
firing them on their beginning to go about their bufinefs. There is no other than yel¬ 
low bougies at Gottenburg, and it ftruck us as fomewhat fingular, that at a grand fup¬ 
per, to which eighteen or a fcore perfons w'ere invited, given by the richeft merchant 
in the town, who is reputedly worth 400,000 rix-dollars, and who in 1791 built a 
wooden houfe which coft a fourth of that amount, there was none but tallow candles 
on the table. Many articles are dear in this town, if compared with their price in 
towns of fimilar dimenfiofis in France. 

Landing of the Dans in 1788. The Prince of Hefle ciime-to Gottenburg in 1788, 
fhortly before the landing: on this occafion he was received with the greateft demon- 
Itratioas of civility by the governor, and the Duke of Sudermunia, who w'as there at 
the time : he took advantage of this to acquire fuch information refpefbng the place, 
as might be ufeful to him. He could eafily have plundered the whole of die Eaft In-. 
• 

• Vide tabic of Swedifli monry. Sec table of meafuret. 
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dia Company’s warehoufes, the merchandize in which was valued at two millions of 
rix-dollars; but delaying too long, the firmnefs of Mr. Elliott, the Engliih mmifter, 
and the arrival of the King, whom none knew where to find, and who fuddenly arrived 
from Dalecarlia, put a ftop to all he might have done, and obliged him to retire. The 
King on his arrival vifited the place, and found no preparations of defence: the balls 
were not of fit fize for the calibres of the guns, the artillery officer was ignorant of the 
range of his bombs, &c. Yet notwithftanding thefe impedimcjits, the King refolved 
on defence; he collefted together as many volunteers and troops as he could mufter, 
and refolved on giving battle to the Danes in a plain before the town. On the other 
hand. General Armfeldt arrived with ten thoufand men, and it is highly prefumable 
that the bravery of his troops, joined to the prefence of His Majefty, would haveinfured 
victory to the Swedes. Beyond a doubt the city, and particularly the Eaft India Com¬ 
pany, which had moft to lofe, owed their falvation to their fovereign; yet, will it be 
credited, that finding himfelf in the greateft diftrefs, and requiring from the Company 
a fum of money of no confiderable amount, he was unable to obtain Ircm them but a 
part of what he alked ? The city of Gottenburg had a medal ftruck in commemoration 
of its deliverance in 1790, owing to the appearance of His Majefty, which however is 
not one of the beft executed by Fchrman, 

Between Gottenburg and Marftrand, you pafs through Kttnghell and Kjufhill; for 
the firft ftage the road is along the river Gceutha, which flows between two ridges of 
rocks, the feet of which are in fome parts cultivated. Near Eohm^ (a ftrong caftle 
feized upon by the Danes in 17S8,) you are ferried over two arms of the river, without 
unhameffing, and for a very moderate expence. 

KunghilU formerly very confiderable until deftroyed by the Vandals, is now a very 
fmall town, where two thoufand Danes were quartered in 1788. During tlieir ftay, 
they gave no caufe of complaint to its inhabitants. From Kjufhill, you proceed on foot 
to the fea fide over a ftony rocky path: there is a houfe here where you muft fliew 
your paffport, an indifpenfable article with which you muft: furnilh yourfelf at Gotten¬ 
burg : it is ufual to give eight Ikillings to the clerk both going and coming, although 
there be no obligation. The diftance acrofs to Marftrand is about three French leagues: 
it took us an hour and a half to go thither, and nearly three hours returning, owing to 
calms and our being continually obliged to ufe oars. The paflage lies between a num¬ 
ber of iflets, or rather rocks: there is an abundance of water fowl, which none are 
allowed to ffioot for fear of frightening the herrings. For the ufe of the boat going 
and returning, (waiting a day at Marftrand,) you pay two or three rix-dollars j but you 
muft make your bargain beforehand at the poll office of Kjufhill. 

Marfirand. This town polfefles nothing interefting, except its herring filhery, which 
employs the major part of its inhabitants. Notwithftanding it be a free port, it is but 
little frequented, and its population is very inconfiderable, in fpite of the privileges 
granted by government to fuch as eftablifli themfelves here. The caftle built on a 
rock ferves as a ftate prifon. The commandant has been in'the French fervice, and it 
is no diflicult matter, pai ticularly for a Frenchman, to obtain permiffion from him ta 
fee the interior; if he be abfent, it is a more difficult affair, as the officers under him 
dare not take upon themfelves to permit the entrance of foreigners} this happened to 
be the cafe with us: it has nothing however to recommend it, except the profped it 
affords, which is highly pitfurefque, owing to the number of illes and rocks feen from 
it, and even this profped may be feen with little inferiority of advantage from a pro- 
jeftioix of the rock, without entering the caftle. You lodge at Fyrber’s. 
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Chap. U.-^ataraffs ofTroIhatta.'—Road to Stockholm through Nericfa and Wejlmania, 
■Objects on the Road and in its Neighbourhood interring to a NaturaUJi. 

ON our return to KunghiH we continued our journey, as defcribed in the itine¬ 
rary. At Stroeum you take a fledge, or a peafant’s cart, as the fcafon happens to be, 
to go to XrolhcEtta, where thofe cataraQis are fituated, fo worthy the attention of travel¬ 
ers ; as far as this ftage you keep alongfide the river, which is on your right, and fee 
fome cultivated plains, particularly hop grounds. From Stroeum you continue the high 
road to Wenerftorg for about fix hundred paces; leaving it then to the left you turn 
to the right hand direftly towards the river which forms in this fpot a fmall bafon, the 
water of which is as ftill as the furface of a lake, although at but a fmall diftance from 
the catarafts : you crofs the river in very light boats, paying for the fare four fous each 
perfon : for the fpace of a quarter of a mile you then follow the courfe of the river on 
the oppofite bank, along a road made of planks, conftrufted for the conveyance of iron, 
from the fpot where the river ceafes to be navigable, to that where it begins to be fo 
again. You may alfo, by making a longer circuit, or in cafe of going from Wenerf- 
borg, pafs the river above the catarafls; for it is abfolutely requifite you fliould keep 
on the fame fide as the hamlet of Trolhoetta, as nothing is vifible from the other on ac¬ 
count of.the mountains which form the fide of the river: at the fpot where you pafs 
the Geeutha (below the catarafts) is the iron warehoufe, which confifts of a tolerably 
large building on the ground floor, with different apartments, numbered. If defirous 
of avoiding the walk of a quarter of a mile, you will find, after crolfing the river, car¬ 
riages peculiar to the country, which will take you to Trolhoetta and bring you back 
again, charging, on account of the time they flop, a mile, notwithftanding the diftance 
be no more altogether than half as much. We were conduced all the way to Trol¬ 
hoetta by the waterman who ferried us over, and gave him for his pains eight (killings, 
with which he appeared well fatisfied. We advife beginning from above, near the vil¬ 
lage of Trolhoetta ilfelf, where the law-mills are, and defeend again to below the cata- 
rafts j thus obtaining a profpefl: of the whole, which is highly pidurefque, not only on 
account of the different falls, but of the rocks likewifq which are feen on every fide: 
we were there on a fine funny day, and the earth was covered with fnow, which per¬ 
haps added to the beauty of this point of view : great expence has been incurred in the 
attempt to make this part of the river navigable, and thus opening a communication be¬ 
tween lake Wener and the North Sea j but it is apprehended with much reafon that 
this undertaking will never be brought to a favourable iffue: it would, perhaps, be a 
more certain and lefs expenfive plan to dig a canal, which leaving the river above the 
catarads might terminate in the bafon before alluded to : the diftance would be little 
more than a quarter of a mile^ and a number of locks might remedy the inequality of 
the ground. Your curiofity fatisfied, you return the fame way bacK to Streeum, and 
arrive at Wenerjborgy which poffeffes nothing remarkable but its iron market, this town 
being the entrepdt for all that the province of Verraeland fends to Gottenburg; it is 
fituated on the (pot near which the Goeutha iffues from lake Wener. There is a nufed 
way of great length over the canal of Carlfgraff: it is arched at intervals, the fame as a 
bridge, and is the road to Norway; it has a parapet {for what reafon we could not con- 
jetture) on one fide*only : in the middle is a (lone bearing an infeription which defig- 
nates under whofe government it was conftruded. All this however but ill repays the 
pains of going to Wenerfborg j wherefore when atJLunghill you will do well torepafs 
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the Goeutha, make for Laball, follow the courfe of the river as far as Trolhoetta, and 
thence take the road to Stockholm by Borjied, &c. Near Wenerlborg, on the oppoftte 
fide of the Goeutha, are mounts HaUeberg and Huneberg, in which are found quarries of 
alum, trapp, black chalk, and lapisfulllus in abundance. From Wcncrfborg to Stock¬ 
holm is forty-three miles and five-eighths. The whole of this road is excellent, particu¬ 
larly from Maiiefladt: in the-middle of January we were not under the neceflity of 
ufing a fledge beibrc wc arrived there, and even afterwards on account of want of 
fnow; at the lafl iiage we were obliged to take our carriage off and travel on wheels; 
for on the i5tli of Januaiy we faw verdure at the very gates of Stockholm. You pafs 
through the fmall town Lidkeeuping and Marieltadr. You do not change horfes at 
thefe towns, which are neither,worth the trouble of ftopping to examine. They are 
pfeafantly fituated upon lake Wener, which is vifible from the great I'quare of Lidkecu- 
ping. After palling llofva you enter Nericia, where is a cuflotn-houfe. The province 
ofSkaraburg, which forms a part of Weftrpgotbia, and which wc have been traverfing, 
has certain Ipots which the amateur of natural hiftory may vifit, and will find Ibinc cu¬ 
rious minerals, fuch are liimmkidle, a quarry of alum and calcareous (tone ; BilUngen, 
a quarry of alum. I’his mountain is fituated near the town of Skiaufdc^ between Fal- 
koeuping and Marieftadt, three miles and a quarter from the former, and five from the 
latter. At this mountain many curious minerals may be procured; but, as it is of 
great extent, it will require fome time to examine all its remarkable parts. Black alutu 
is difeovered here in flutes, frequently enclofing petrified enthomolitbes^ lapis fuillus in 
balls, both great and fmall, folid, fparkling, granulated, and frequently encaling fmall en- 
tbomolithcs and petrified (hells. Spar of a conic form. Indurated and lamillatcd marl; 
clayey flate; black folid trapp, granulated with fibres like ears of corn. Solid calca¬ 
reous (lone of a red, brown, and grey colour, in which are frequently found petrified 
orthocerathites and enthomolithes. Calcareous ftalafliites both white and yellow, fcarcely 
at all porous within, although formed by depofits in layers, and undulated at the fur- 
face : in thefe fometimes leaves are found enclofed. Lamillatcd gypfum, both white 
and (biated, in exceeding thin (heets between flates of alum. Free-ltone of many va¬ 
rious forts. Coal, folid and (hining externally, met with at times between flates of 
alum at Multhorp. In order to colleft as many of thefe minerals as poffible, you ftiould 
conftantly give the preference in your fearch for them to thofe places where they have 
been found before, fuch as TiUmrdala, Multorp, Ulunda: Beck, Hallcvad, &c.— Myjfe- 
her^y and Olkberg near Falkceuping. Here are found argillaceous flate, mixed with va¬ 
rious petrifactions, enthomolithesy and petrified (hells ; lapis fuillusy both folid and granu¬ 
lated ; folid red calcareous (tone ; flate of alum, &c. In' this province are a number 
of quarries of alum. None of the fpots above-mentioned are in the neighbourhood 
of the above noted road except the firft, whither you may eafil.y go from Kalangen. 
All the towns along this road are wretched, notwithllanding CEurebro and Arboga be 
capitals. After palling by Lidkoeuping you enter into foreft land. QEurebro is fitu¬ 
ated on the extremity of lake Hielrner, (at the mouth of a ritrer that has a trifling fall, 
vifible from a (lone bridge,) which lake communicates with Moeler. Beyond Arboga 
you perceive the canal which joins the two lakes; there are fome very handfome locks 
which are deferving of notice, Yqu enter Weftmania between Fellinglbro and Arboga. 
From Arboga through Kioeuping to Skinjkatteherg is fix miles and a quarter; hence 
you make a (hort excurfion to Ricldar-Iiittann, the copper mines. Here yellow copper 
IS found mixed wdth ore of black iron ; martial pyrites; galena, ore of bifmuth m fcales, 
in a rocky granulated (tone ; ore of cobalt, fteely grained, of a rare deferiptien. At 
Staljien you meet with red ore, femi-tranfparent, cryftalhzed in fmall drufes ; mineral 
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pitch; white and blue fpar j potter’s earth. Bafmm gru/van^ another copper mine be¬ 
longing to Ridder Hittann, is fituated a fhort league from the others ; here you find 
yellow copper ore j ore of bifinuth in large fcales^ fcaly molybdene; tungdenj or heavy 
itonej amianthus, fometimes blended with yellow copper, which gives it a beautiful 
hue; quartz in flender drtifes ; potter’s earths, &c. as the copper ore is frequently mix¬ 
ed with ore of black iron, it is rather difficult to fufe. 

From Maricifadt to this place, you travel over plains in an excellent ftate of cultiva¬ 
tion, and tolerably well peopled. This, in jnany refpecls, is one of the befl diftrids in 
Sweden: all Nericia is full of forges and mines. The following are the principal places; 
QidJbraUy an iron mine; Wintcrofa, copper and iron mine; the firfl: abandoned ; Jx- 
berg, aji iron foundry ; Jarboas, Nora, Linde, iron mines in the neighbourhood ; in the 
two latter, which are near each other, the following varieties are found : ore of black 
iron, folio, granulated, cry (lallizcd in oQaedra, difperled in potter’s earth ; hematites of 
a bluiihcalt:, lamillated, inicaciuus and fparkling ; cloudy topazes in drufes; feveral va-- 
rietics of drufes in quartz, and calcareous fpar. Near to Nora is a fmall mine of cop¬ 
per, in which ks found folid copper ore, of fleely grain ; galena ; granulated ore of co¬ 
balt, cryllallized amid the copper ore; calcareous ftonc, &c. A mile and a half difiant 
from CEurebro, is Dylta, a large manufaflory of fulphur and green vitriol. The ful- 
phur is extraded from martial pyrites, which abound here j it is diftilled in caft iron 
veffels ; the refidue is lixiviated, and produces by evaporation, and cryflallization, green> 
or martial vitriol: the ferruginous ochre which remains, affords a red colour, with 
which the houfes are painted. At Glandjhammer are quarries of calcareous-flone, and 
filver mines abandoned. At Garphyttann, two miles further, is a large allura manu- 
fadtory; the flate quarries are not far diflant and well deferve attention j here, black al- 
lum, in Hates, is found of a bituminous quality, fo that inflead of roafting it, according 
to common pradice, before it is lixiviated, it is ufed inflead of wood, with much fuc- 
cefs, for heating cauldrons ; martial pyrites, folid, globular, and cryftallized in great va¬ 
riety ; indurated, marl, frequently of a globular fhape; calcareous Hone j calcareous 
fpar cryftallized in pyramids; lapis fuillus, brown and grey, fparkling, granulated, 
iparry, rhomboidal, ilriated, prifniabc, and cryftallized ; calcareous ftone, of a red and 
brown colour, &c. From Garphyttann, by Sanaa to Hcfslekulla, is a mile and a half; 
here you find an iron mine, the ore confifting of black granulated iron; calcareous fpar, 
white, yellow, and of a violet hue, of a pyramidal fhape, covered with hexagonal cal¬ 
careous cryftals in drufes; rocks of granate, cryftallized granate ; and green earth of 
liefslckulia ; all the fpofs where thefe are to be found, are near enough to QEurebro ; 
the following are much more diftant, and thofe defirous of vifiting them mult dedicate 
feveral days to the purpofe on that account. Liufnarburg, or Nyakopperberg, contains 
copper ore, formerly very rich, but at prefent very poor; it is grey, azure, and yellow; 
the mine yields, alfo, galena, blend, white, violet, coloured, and green fpar; fchoerl, 
fibrous, ftarry, and cryftallized in many diflerent fhapes ; potter’s ftone, &c. Hcllcfors 
has many mines of filver, which have been worked for a long time, but at prefent are 
nearly exhaufted, yielding very little; of minerals: galena, in ftcely grains, in fmall 
cubes, and micacious ; yellow copper ore, blend ; arfenical pyrites, folid, and ciyftalliz- 
ed in needles; martial pyrites; calcareous fpar-; rock pebbles, red, brown, and black. 
From Hellefors to Saxan is one mile, thence to Qnfbytta another. This ftage is precifely 
at the foot of mount Perjherg, which is full,of veins of iron ore: by vifiting thefe 
mines you may procure folid black iron ore, in fmall and large grains ;■*; martial pyrites, 
granulated, cryftallized in oSaedra cubical, and in polygms in drufes ; -leafy ore of bif- 
muth; amianthus; potter’s ftone; fchoerl^ fibrous, in Ipar, Itarry, cryftallized, and 
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prifmatic ; rock garnet; garnet in drufes; fteatltes; ftarry afbeftos j calcai^us ftone, 
Iblid, and in grains ; calcareous fpar; quartz j drufes of quartz ; micaj and rock peb¬ 
bles, in feveral varieties. From Onihytta you proceed to Philipjiadt^ a town a mile dif- 
tant: provided you have time to fpare you may vifit feveral interefting fpots in the 
neighbourhood. Longbanjhittay two miles diftant, contains a rich iron mine, the great- 
clt part of which is in hematites: here many curious minerals are found, blue hema¬ 
tites in folid grains, fteely grains, fparkling, micacious, and lamellated in leaves j black 
iron ore of fine grain, fibrous, and cryftallized in oftaedra; martial pyrites granulated, 
cryftallized in drufes; fparry ftalftein of very rich quality; manganefe, white, globular, 
and ftarry within; calcareous fpar; ferruginous gypfnm, white and fparkling; drufes of 
fpar, calcareous, in pyramidal cryftals, irregular, capillaryin thin hairs; red and brown jaf- 
per, fometimes with fmall veins of iron ore: it takes a beautiful poliih; rogk garnet; 
drufes of garnets cryftallized j calcareous fchoerle in ftars of large rays; green and yel¬ 
low ferpentine; ophites of ferpentine, and calcareous ftone; mountain leather; moun¬ 
tain cork, and amianthus. From Philipftadt to Normarcky is two miles: this is a moun- 
'■tain full of very ancient iron mines, but does not abound in minerals: the iron ore is 
blf^ck, in fmall and large grains ; cryftallized in thin drufes; galena in fmall cubes ; 
calcareous fpar which doubles the objeft, and cryftallized in double pyramids ; joined 
to each other at their bafe; mountain leather; mountain cork; fchoerle, fibrous, and 
ftarry. Taberg is another mountain which contains iron mines, and is a great league 
diftant from Normarck; it is famous for the quautity of amianthus it yields: here you 
may obtain iron ore, more or lefs granulated and teffilated ; blend with large (hining 
lides; martial pyrites, granulated, and cryftallized in cubes; calcareous fpar; micaci¬ 
ous and leafy fteatites; brown mica j amianthus, grey, hard, almoft cold, coarfe, white, 
of a finer quality, lamellated in fine fibres, and blended with calcareous fpar; fchoerle, 
in fibrous ears; fometimes fine fpecimens of amianthus are found ; iron ores, pyrites, 
and mica, united with calcareous fpar; fo that here a very handfome collection may be 
made. 

You return to Philipftadt, and on the road may examine the iron mine, Agcgrufvan, 
which adjoins the road: you find here black iron ore, granulated and folid ; Ichoerle in 
friable grains, and cryftallized in prifms; mountain cork, fometimes fprinkled with gar¬ 
ners; calcareous fpar of feveral colours. In the weftem part of this province, away 
from the road, are the copper mines of Glafva and Gmarjiog, at prefent abandoned. 

From Arboga you proceed to Kongfatir, a fmall town, or borough, pleafantly fituated 
at the extremity of lake Melcr; we arrived there at eight o’clock in the evening, and 
notwithftanding the precaution we took, of fending before for horfes, we had to wait for 
them till two o’clock in the morning, owjng to the ill will of the poft-mafter: fuch de¬ 
lays are very frequent in the evening, on account of the poft-mafters being defirous of en¬ 
gaging you to fleep at their houfes, and t!he dread to which the country people are liable of 
driving by night. At times it has occurred that, with the fix horfes we required for our car¬ 
riage, fix poftillions came, and at others only one. In Scania and in Bleking, they are 
more refolute. On the evening of our arrival there happened to be an affemblyat the very 
houfe at which we ftopped. Our drefs appearing, doubtlefs, ftrange to them, the whole 
company came in files, of three or four at a time, into our chamber, to take a view of the 
foreigners. After this ceremony, which ferved to amufe us, and exhibited the whole of 
the beauties of the neighbourhood, (unfortunately but few,) we fignified our defire of 
participating in an entertainment fo much at hand; our requeft 'was readily granted, 
and from all the company we received the greateft civilities; at fupper-time, but for our 
pertinacious refiftweeto the challenges made us, we Ihould have been unable to conti- 
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flue our journey; unfortunately, it fo happened that none out of the whole number un- 
derftood any other than the Swedifli language j figns were, confequently, of much fer- 
vice to us; this inconvenience excepted, we paffed the fix hours we ftayed in the mofi: 
agreeable manner imaginable, and imbibed a very favourable idea of Swedifh hofpitality. 

At Torftialla, you fee from the bridge a number of fmall catarafts, which have a very' 
fine effeft. Between Malmby and I^ageftrok, the caftle of Gripiholm is fituated, of 
which a defeription at length lliall be given. Near to Gripfholm is Oker, a cannon 
foundry, and near to Torflialla EJkelJlma, of which, alfo, more fliall be faid in anotlicr 
place: part which nothing more is met with worthy attention, before you reach Stock¬ 
holm. 

Chap. III. — Arrival al Stockholm. — General Account of that City. —- The Court of 
Sweekn. — The Royal Cajlle. — Play-Houfes. 

The entrance into Stockholm by no means announces a capital: we arrived by the 
fouthern fuburbs. The city, properly fpeaking, is very fmall, and fituated in an illand 
at the point of junction of the fea and l^e Meier; the fouthern and northern fuburbs 
are very large, fince from the north to the fouth gate is half a mile, but parts of the 
ftreets are either without houfes, or covered with fuch as have only a ground floor,, 
which is the caufe why Stockholm, notwithfianding the great fpace it occupies, does not 
certainly contain more than 75,000 inhabitants: part of the houfes are of wood j fome 
in the fuburbs wear the appearance of wretched cottages. Oueen-ffreet, and R'egeney- 
ftreet, in the northern fuburbs, are the handfomeft, and bed inhabited of the whole 
plain: in the fouthern fuburbs fome merchants refide, but not a Angle man of rank. 
The north fquare will make a very good appearance when the bridge in contemplation is 
fmiflied, and in cafe of their changing the front oppofite the caftle. The opera and the 
palace form the two other fides, and are very handfome buildings. 

Few cities in Europe arc fo badly paved as Stockholm, which is the more difagreeable 
from the royal garden being the only promenade within the city; and on account of 
that being damp and unhealthy, except in the height of fummer, you have no other 
place for walking. 

The fituation of Stockholm is Angular, and highly pi£lurefquc, and is comparable to 
that of no other city; as it affords, from many fpots, moft charming points of view, in 
which you fee a mixture of fteeples, houfes, rocks, trees, lakes, and the caftle, which is 
diftinguifhed from every quarter, and has a moft admirable effcil. This capital, as we 
have before obferved, is built by the fea, and lake Meier: the locks on the fouth (which 
are a very handfome work) dividing them. 

The port is handfome, fpacious, and fafe, but difficult of accefs j it frequently takes 
feveral days to get to fea, or to arrive thence at Stockholm, on account of the ccurfe to 
be taken between numberlefs banks, tD effeS: which, particular winds are requifite. 
'I'he quays are of aftonilhing breadth. 

Police. The city is but badly lighted ; the police Is tolerably good; a confequence 
rather of the tranquil nature of the inhabitants, than any care that is taken. In the 
winter of 1792, fome difagreeable occurrences took place, on the part of Ruffians it is 
true; but fome time elapfed before means were difeovered of ftopping tbefe diforders, 
the exiftence of w'hich, likewife, the police had fome difficulty in crediting, notwith- 
ftanding they were repeated often enough to put the matter out of queftioh: frequently 
it imputes, exceflfes that may be committed, to liquor, and this is the firft inftance we 
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have met with of fuch an excufe being admitted by the police; it mull indeed be al¬ 
lowed that thofe who admit this plea are often drunk themfelves. 

Society here is dull; it is limited to tea parties at five o’clock: the ladies have their 
fet days ; and,at feven o’clock ail doors areclofed, thofe of merchants alone excepted, 
who are yet accuftomed to give fuppers, and from whom an invitation to dine is an en¬ 
tertainment for the day. Through the whole of winter we never but once fupped with 
a Swede, (the Grand Mailer Bonde:) fometimes dinners are given, but very rarely; the 
minifters alone keep an eftablilhment, properly fpeaking, and even the greater part of 
thefe.do not really lb. The minifter for foreign affairs, alone, gives regularly a dinner 
once a week, at which the diplomacy meet for conference, and to which ftrangers are 
cpnftantly invited. The difeontent of the nobility, a part of whom has retired to their 
diftind provinces, has greatly contributed to the diminution of the company found in 
this city. Society (that is to fay, of perfons liable to invitation on days of ceremony) 
is fo fcarce, that it does not exceed one hundred and fif ty perfons; whereas it amounts 
to two hundred and fifty at Copenhagen j and at Berlin, to two hundred and twenty or 
thirty. 

The foreign minifters had a club in the north-fquare, called La Sociele, where ftran¬ 
gers and perfons well known in Stockholm were admitted. Here you read the papers, 
might play (but only at round games,) and dine and fup at an ordinary at a fixed price, 
always fure of meeting with good company. We are uninformed whether or not this 
fociety continues to exift; Ihould it not, we pity the foreigners who may vilit Stock¬ 
holm, as this formed the chief, and frequently the only refource for them throughout 
great part of the day. 

The inns are miferable; a ftranger,mcafe of remaining here any time, cannot abfolutely 
difpenfe with hiring furnilhed lodgings; for three rix-dollars a week, you obtain tolerably 
comfortable apartments, and at a lefs rate in cafe of taking them by the month. Very 
little wood is required to heat the rooms, the ftoves being of an excellent conftruflion. 
Good laquais de louage^ as well here as elfewhere, are very rare, particularly fuch as fpcak 
French. You may hire glafs coaches at two rix-dollars and a half per day, or at from 
50 to 55 per month, which indeed is the only way to be fecure of having fuch as are de¬ 
cent, for generally they are both old and incommodious. You pay three copper-dollars 
for a ride from one fpot to another, in a hackney-coach, a plotte for the firll hour, and 
four copper-dollars for each fucceeding one; but hackney coaches are not to be found 
at ail times. 

Society, which ought naturally to be gay, particularly that of women of a certain clafs, 
is ferious and dull. Thefc ladies afFcft to give themlelves airs, expe£l to be treated in 
the fame manner as ladies of the court, and are fond of your killing their hand. It may 
eafily be conceived how greatly this alfumption of dignity, in every refpeft fo ridiculous, 
jnuft affefl: the pleafantry of fociety. 

Although we have extolled the natural probky of the Swedes, we do not pretend in 
this chara£ler to include the cities, particularly the capital. That bears a perfeft rc- 
femblance to other cities of the firll rank: every .thing is very dear; here as elfewhere 
are robbers, adventurers, and fliarpers; in one word, it is as corrupt as a city can be 
that is filled with inhabitants of all nations. 

The Court of Sweden. Prefentations at court take place every' fortnight on Sundays, 
at the inftant of the King leaving his apartment: which is oifually about feven o’clock. 
The etiquette of this court much refembles that of the court of Verlailles formerly, and 
io many things is abfolutely the fame. The King is always preceded by his grand 

officers; 



FORTlA'i TllAmXA IS 8WEMM.‘ 3^3 

officers; he walks round the company, euroraces the wives of the fenators, and fpeaks 
to every one without diftmdion; but longed to the minifters and foreigners; on our 
very drd uitrodu£lion, be converfed with us on the French revolution, and without 
hefitation alluded to that of Sweden in 1772, and the fadions in his own countiy. 
Converfation ended, you fet down to play; the ^ame is a fort of loio, at which every 
one flakes two and a half rix^dollars in paper, neither gold nor filver being feen at the 
table: the Queen only has a feparate table, at which fhe plays at cards; the Prince 
Royal is by the fide 01 the table. Handing, the fame as at the levee, and retires as foon 
as me game is done. Afterwards you go to fupper, at which every thing is condufled 
the fame as was at the French court; each Princefs has her officers behind her: the 
Gentleman Carver cuts for all, and hands the plates: a balider of wood feparates a 
third of the apartment: here the publicis allowed to be: the ladies of the fenators have 
ftools to fet on, which is the only feats to be feen. When the King is defirous of fpeak- 
ing to any one, he addreffes him By name, and difmifles him by a nod of the head. 
Supper concludes between ten and eleven o’clock. Strangers that have already been 
prefented, place themfelves by the diplomatic corps; it is cuflomary to remain to the 
end. 

The Queen embraces the wives of the fenators upon their (looping to kifs her hand ; 
foreign ladies kifs the hands of the Queen and the Princefles.*. We were prefented to 
the Queen immediately after having been introduced to the King; as for the Princes 
and Princeffes you attend on their day, and are prefented to them in their apartments. 

The following is an anecdote but little luiown. Charl^ XII. wrote from Bender for 
an exafl account of the ceremonial of the court of Louis XIV., which was fent to him. 
A fugitive ruined prince, who breathed nothing but war, to require the etiquette of a 
court the mod brilliant in Europe; what a Angularity! 

Even before you ^o to the i^g, you iriAt ancLare prefented to the Prince Royal; he 
always fpeaks to foreigners, and ma^es the circuit of his apartment in the fame manner 
as the King. On Thurfdays, the Prince dines in public at one o’clock, at which time 
you pay your court; we never met with any ladies on thefe occaAons. His mode of 
condua is the counterpart of that of his MajeAy: the miiuHers are conflantly with him, 
although th^ appear before his Majedy but once within a fortnight; they viAt the Prince 
three times in that fpace, which is fomewhat Angular. He is dred in the Swedilh man¬ 
ner, without a cloak, his hair cut clofe round, and without powder. The countenance 
of this young Prince is intereding, and befpeaks a we^ date of health, notwithdanding 
he is very well; he is extremely forward conAdering his years, and highly engaging. 
His hours of dudy are exadly regulated; every day he has dght or ten peifbns to dine 
with him, and every thing about him is in the Ampled dile. The Prince never dines 
with his Father unlefs when in the country; he is redramed from riiis privilege until he 
affiimes the fword, which he will do ihortly; this however did not prevent his father 
(on his journey to Aix la Chapelle in 1791,) from declaring him regent, and upon our 
noticing this to his MajeAy, he replied, Gudavus Adolphus took a town bdbre he was 
inveded with the fword.” This required no anfwer. 

* Some yean ago, the lady of the Imperiid AmbaiTador refufed to fubmit to this cenmony, and expdfed 
herfelf to a difagreeable affiur at the Exchange ball. Without entering into the merits of her motive, 
whether good or bad, it is our opinion, that he a&s mod prudent who fouows the cudoms of the country 
die is in, and that all are particularly bound not to draw on themfelves in public, any odium by an untoward 
difpofition. Be thatM h may, from that period the Ambsifiiiort from the Emperor no longer prefent 
4 heir ladies at court. 
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We have obfcrved that the Prince dines*on Thurfdays in public ; he takes a circle 
round ilic room both before and after dinner. We faw one day a Dalecarlian who 
had placed himfelf behind every one; the young Prince perceiving and recognizing 
hftn on account of his chanicteriffic drefs, made way through the crowd, and coming 
■up, took him by the hand and converfcd with him for fame minutes. As foon as he 
quitted him, we perceived this man allecled by fuch a mark of condefeenfion, fall back 
to the window and fhed tears of delight; on this occafion we made refledion, which every 
one has done a thoufand times before, of how little it cofls princes to be beloved, how 
much the llighteil kindneis in them is valued, and confequcntly how guilty, or ill ad- 
vifed they muft be, where they fail of procuring for themfclvesa pleafure lb gratifying 
giiid fo eafy, as the blcfTings of the lowefl clafs of their fubjeds. Guflavus III. enjoys 
this happinefs, and his fon follows his fteps : he cannot have a better guide; too young 
as yet to calculate upon the advantage of being cherifhed by his people, a day perhaps 
may come, when he will perceive the value of theft' affedion for him. He is called to 
reign over a free people, and will learn from his father not to fuft’er this liberty to en- 
creafe at the expence of his own ; like him will he unite courage with prudence, and that 
proportion of policy neceflary to a throne, raifed within thefe few years on the wreck of 
ariltocracy, and we dare to prognoflicate he will flourifh; befides he will have the ad¬ 
vantage of having fludied under an excellent mailer, and thus be enabled to fix that 
irrefolution of the mind natural in a matter of fuch ferious confequence. 

That this article was written before the King’s death, will be evident; we were far 
from imagining that fuch an atrocious crime would fo Ihortly deprive the Prince Royal 
of a fupport and counfellor fo neceflary for him: what was yet far more difficult for us 
to forefee, was that fuch an abominable adion would meet with its defenders. 

Suppers of the Court. The King gives a fupper at leaft twice, and frequently three 
times a week ; on opera nights in the opera chamber ; the other days at the caftle or 
Haga. Foreigners admitted fo his company are conftantly invited. The King is feated 
between two ladies moll commonly at one end of the table. At Haga you do not wear 
a fword, but mufl always be either full dreffed, or in uniform, the fame as in the city. 
Jn the fummer time, a part of which the King fpends at Haga, he invites foreigners like- 
wife to dine with him, which invitation is generally for the whole day. In order to be 
entitled to dine with His Majefly, it b requifite for a Swede that he fhould at lead be a 
Lieutenant-Colonel, The K^g indeed, fometimes admits young people to this honour, 
who are not of fuch high rank, but this is eflcemed a fpecial favour. As for the King’s 
fuppers they are without ceremony, even when the royal family is prefent, which is fre¬ 
quently the cafe at the opera; the Que^-n and PrincelTes feating tbcmfelves at the middle 
of tlie table without diflin£lion. You are waited upon by pages, the principal ones at 
the King’s table are officers, and bear as fuch a diflin£live mark, (a handkerchief tied 
round the arm,) as is the cafe with the chief page of the Duchefs of Sudermania, and 
the King’s filler. 

The two PrincelTes each give a fupper once a week, at which foreigners, who have 
been once admitted, require no invitation : they play at quinze ; there is allb a loto, at 
which you may game very low, if fo difpofed. 

The education of the pages is much negledled, at the King’s table they wait on every 
one, thofe who arc officers only excepted, who wait on none but the Princes. Thefe 
latter have none of their own. 

You take your leave feverally of all the court, conduced by‘the minifter of your 
nation. 
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Firji audience of foreign minijlers. —During our ftay at Stockholm, a new envoy from 
Pruflia had his firft audience of the King and royal family} the following is a defcription 
of the ceremony. A carriage belonging to the court,- in which was the mailer of the 
ceremonies, went to bring the minifler from his hotel at about half-pall feven at night; 
the miniller got in ; befide him fat the minifter from Holland, and in front the mailer 
of the ceremonies. In a following carriage was the Charge d'Affaires of Pruffia. Upon 
his introdudion into the great dining-room, where tiierc w'as a large company colleded, 
it was announced that the King was ready to receive the credentials of the new minif¬ 
ter; upon this the doors of the audience chamber, which adjoined, W’cre opened. The 
King had his hat on ; he was'fcated on an arm chair of crimfon cloth, the back of 
which was ornamented with the arms of Sweden, carved in wood and gilt; he was ad- 
drelfcd in French, and anfwcred in the fame language with inexprcllible grace and dig¬ 
nity : he had five or fix of the principal officers of his court about him. Upon the mi¬ 
niller from Pruflia leaving the prefence, he was afterwards conduded fuccellively to the 
Prince Royal and the other Princes and Princefles. Wc follosied him to the young 
Prince, who made his fpeech with all the noblenefs of manner and confidence that a 
fovereign the moll accutlomed to thefe forms could poflibly fliew ; we were the only 
fpedators upon the occafion. The minifter was re-conduded to his hotel in the fame 
manner, and in the fame carriage, which, by a pleafant chance, has preferved the 
name of a Dutch minifter of whom it was purchafed, and is known by no other appel¬ 
lation. 

The coaches of ambaffadors and fenators only enter the court of the caftle, which is 
very inconvenient for others, the open piazzas under which you walk not flieltering you 
from the wind. 

The royal caftle is fituated within the city proper, on an eminence, fo that it is vifible, 
from every quarter, and forms a linking objed. It is not large, but its architedure Is 
good, and it is altogether one of the prettieft modem palaces in exiftenco. Le Voyageur 
HoUandais aflerts, that it is larger than that of Copenhagen, but not fo handfome nor fo 
elegantly fumilhed; precifely the reverfe is the truth. It is built of brick, cufed, the 
roof a riialienne^ was begun by Charles XL, and entirely linilhed by the late King; it 
forms almoft a perfed fquare. The interior court is two hundred and fixty feet by two 
hundred and twenty-four, and has feventeen windows by fifteen ; it is four ftories high, 
three of which are lofty and one low. 'I’he entrance court is femicircular; the front 
has twenty-three windows in a row; ten Doric columns, joining the wall, fupport an 
equal number of Ionic coryatidcs, and above them are ten fmall Corinthian pillars, which 
reach the top of the building. The fouth fide, or that of the theatre, has fix large Co¬ 
rinthian pillars half immerged, crowmed with trophies, twenty-one windows, and as w-'ll 
as the oppofite fide, is three hundred and twenty-eight feet long. The fourth fide, 
which fronts the fea, has twenty three window's, and is three hundred and fixty four 
feet long; is fix ftories high, three of which are lofty, and three fmall in the wings 
alone. 'I’he corps de logisy which is of nine windows, is but of four ftori'es, three of 
which are lofty, one low', with three arcades in the inidft. To the corps de togis (here 
are Compofite pillars, and at each window of the firft ftory two fmall Ionian pillars. 
To the principal corps de logis in the court are nine arcades, the pillars of the Corinthian 
order, and two fmall columns to the windows, the fame as in front; the oppofite fide 
is tlie fume. The breadth of the building at the corps de kgis of the principal entrance, 
and St two otfievs, ii# 52 feet; at the two remaining, an arch ferves as a gateway, The 
depth of the building on the fide of the declivity is but forty-two feet; at the extremities 
vi liiis Hope are two large lions in bronze. Before one of the fronts of the caftle is a 
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fmall terraced court, of two hundred and fixty feet, from one pavilion to the other, by 
one hundred and thirty-eight; this ought to be a garden: it has handfome marble ba- 
lilters as well on the quay (or lower) as on the uppofite or higher fide. The pavilions- 
to one (lory have nine windows infide and as many on the quay; the lower part of the 
pavilions was intended for ap orangery, but is appropriated to other ufes; it is in ar¬ 
cades. 

T/je chapel is very handfome, and well ornamented j it is one hundred and twenty- 
five feet by forty-two, with a gallery all round; the (laircafe leading to it is of marble. 
The (lairs are mofily very handfome; the (labs of (lone of v^hich the flights afe formed 
(fome of them marble) are very beautiful. 

The chamber of the Jlates is oppofite to the chapel, and is precifely of the fame dimen- 
fions; it is ninety-five feet from the door to the throne, which is thirty feet difiant from, 
the extremity of the rooiiL The throne is afcended by eight (leps, owing to the rows 
of feats with which the chamber is furniihed, being raifed one above the other, as in an 
amphitheatre, from thf entrance. The nobility occupy the light of the King, the clergy, 
burgelTes, and peafantry the oppofite fide: it is entirely furrounded by a gallery with 
feats; this apartment is both elegant and noble. Adjoining is that in which the orders 
of knighthood meet, which is fucceeded by the two chambers in which the fenate for¬ 
merly alTembled. In the former of thefe three rooms are four pictures in tapeftry, 
which reprefent the battles of Charles XL, given to that monarch by Lewis XIV. 

The K'mg*s apartments. The apartment in which the King has his couchde in the 
evening is compofed of a grand fquare faloon, adorned with pillars of wood gilt, on 
which are two (latues. Apollo and Venus Callypigi ; the face of the latter is that of 
Counters Hoepken: thefe (latues are of the natural fize in marble, and were fculptured 
by Sergell. They front each other, with their backs towards looking-glalTes. To thb 
fucceeds a large faloon, the furniture of which is of French velvet; this is an elegant 
apartment, contains a number of plates of glafs, and fix bulls of the reigning family by 
Sergell. From this faloon you enter a fmall clofet, which ferves as a pafla^e into the 
gallery; in' it is a bafon of marble, fupported by three feet of a couchant lion, a very 
ancient piece, and three antique (latues, Pifeennius Niger, Juno, and a young man with 
a fwan holdipg a ferpent in its beak *, the gallery contains a number of fine paintings. 
Two children by Ruhensl The Judgment of Paris by Coypel, Venus and Adonis by 
Le Maine, which with the preceding make a pair ; both are beautiful, and do honour to 
the French fchool. The four Evangelifts in the fame picture, by Vandyke or Valentin^ 
very fine. The Virgin by Giordani, the colouring rather too high. Sigifmond on 
horfeback, by Rubens, exquifite. It was bought at an inn by Mr. de Teflin for a ducat. 
A dead partridge, a finilhed performance of Hondeceeter. Venus and Adonis, by Van-, 
dyke , appears as if the painter had had fome other intention on beginning the piece. 
Adonis has very much the appearance of Jefus dead, and being carried to thg fepulchre; 
the head of Venus rcfembles that of the Magdalen by Le Brun. A number of very 
pleafing Flemilh pieces; fome by Wouvermans, St. Jerome bjl' Vandyke; this painting, 
had received confiderable damage, which has been repaired. UlylTes and Ajax per- 
fuading Achilles to take up the caufe of the Greeks j a very fine painting, by Laireje„ 
A philofophcr with a book in his hand, a precious jewel of Rembrandt ; in this is given 
a moft beautiful efle£l of light. Mercury, faid to be by Rubens, bought at the cultom- 
houfe at Antwerp. A fine piece of gamefters playing, if the fchool of Vandyke j it is 
faid to be a reprefentation of the family of Charles I. A butcher ripping up an ox, by 
Teniers, a ftibjeft which be has frequently treated. A likenefs of De Witt, the grand 
penfionarj^ji a very handfome ptunting, attributed to Vandyke. The family of Rubras, 
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by Vandyke. Some birds extremely well executed, by Vanacbt, 1664. An old woman, 
by Rembrandt. Mercury and Argus, by Simon de Pefaro. Mudus Scsevola, by Pouf- 
fm; it is a pity this little pidure Aould have fu&red fo much injury. Sufannah, by 
jRttifwj, on wood. The birth of Ericthonius, a {ketch of Rubens. The Virgin, by 
Vouet \ an engraving has been made from this. Two beautiful landfcapes, by Berghen. 
A Virgin, attributed to Holbein. A child, faid to be by Titian, fomewhat damaged. 
Give unto Cafar, &c., a fine paindng by Lanfranc; the colour infome places is faded; 
the heads in it are beautiful. Befides thefe, this gallery contains thirteen antique 
marble fiatues;, but that incomparably themoft valuable is Endymion, in the middle of 
the room. This is a piece of exquifite beauty, and worthy of being matched tvith the 
moft celebrated pieces of antiquity. He is in a lying pofture; one leg and one arm 
have undergone i-epair, which might indeed have been better done. The King bought 
this fuperb jewel at Rome in 1784, for the trifling fum of aoodi ducats. Undoubtedly 
the Pope would never have confented to its removal from Rome, had it not been for 
this Prince. The nine Mufes, bought likewife at Rome with three other pieces for- 
3000 ducats, on account of the King; although’the whole nine be not of equal merit,, 
or in the mofl; beautiful antique ftyle, they are not-the lefs valuable .for the ftudy of the 
art, each poiTefling fome fine touches, particularly for the inftrufltion of the natives of 
the country, who are defiitute of a fmgle Greek or even Roman antique without the- 
palace of His Majefty. The drapery is the beft executed part of thefe ftatues. Poly¬ 
hymnia and Terpfichore are fuperb. Euterpe, Erato,. Clio, and Urania, handfome 
pieces. Melpomene and Thalia, but ordinary. Calliope is the worft of the wliole.. 
There are other paintings, which certain journalifts have highly extolled, particularly 
the three Graces, and the nuptials of Amphitrite, attributed to Rubens', thefe we have 
not noticed, from our conceiving them to be only of the fchool of that mafter, forming, 
our opinion upon that of certain connoiflfeurs as much attached totheircountry, as men. 
can be, and as well inclined to publilh whatever might juftly tend to its glory. There is 
an Apollo playing on the lute, which for a. length of time was taken fora woman, the 
head being loft; this ftatue has been engraven as fuch by Cavacippi. The Pope finding 
a ftatue in an entire ftate with fimilar attributes, the error occafioned by his difguife in. 
woman’s apparel was made evident. An ancient Prieftefs. A Fawn couchant, a fmall 
ftatue by Sergell; the body is extremely beautiful; it is perhaps the in-dfter-piece of that 
famous fculptor.-—Leaving the gallery you enter a clofet, which ferves as a paffage 
here are two Fawns carrying wine budgets, with a woman holding a goblet.—Succeeds 
a parlour, containing a number of paintings. The gratitude of Achilles to the daugh¬ 
ter of Nicomedes, a pretty piece, attributed to Wanderwerff. The prefentation at the 
Temple, by Tiepolo the younger. The birth of Chrift, as a compaiuon, by the fame 
hand. The triumph of Amphitrite, faid to be by Rubens; but more truly hy.Diepenbeck^ 
his pupil (this is the painting we have previoufly noticed). A Madona, attributed to 
Corregio. The confpiracy of Zilka, after the manner and certainly from the fchool of 
Rembrandt. A portrait of Cromwell, very handfome, and in good prefervation. A^ 
head, the wife of the Parmefan. A head of Chrift, by Albert Durer ; in which the red 
predominates too much. Silenus, by Rubens, with an epifodc of rather a loofe defcrip- 
tion, has greatly fuffered; it is engraved, and is to be foimd in many colledions. Be¬ 
fides thefe, there are a number of other paintings. Some ftatues and fome bufts are to* 
be f^n. Silenus drunk, a fmall ftatue. Achilles when a child, which has undergone 
repair. Two fmall antique Mufes. Columns of marble in Ih-ape of the trunks of trees, 
two dog’s tongues in marble, a fluted pilfar, with a bafket for a capital. Two hyppo- 
griffins. A ftnall antique goat,-well executed,, AAurgs cornucopia kulptifred, ending^ 

with 
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with a boar's head j this is placed over different pieces of antique fculpture, which form 
a very pleafing whole. Two blocks of granitclla, on one of which is depofitcd an urn, 
or rather a vafe, on which children and birds are fculptured, by a nice hand; on the 
other is a piece of porphyry, formed into the fiiape of a tub. In another apartment is 
the portrait of Charles I,, by Vandyke. Four beautiful heads, by Nogari. Ciirilt being 
crowned'with thorns, a large painting, taken from a churcii, the author of which is 
unknown j it is minutely beautiful. An urn with compartments, fupported by four 
lion’s feet. An antique marble feat. A large tirn; on the cover a young lion is le?n 
devouring a buM, Two fmall baths, with hermaphrodites. A fmall ifatue of Paris, 
with one knee on the ground before the apple. A large modern vale of granite, un¬ 
fortunately broken. A handfome antique vafe, with cars to it, of very elegant lhape 
and well preferved. Befides thefe, you find on the tables or mantle-pieces of thefe 
apartments, vafes, bulls, and bronzes, either antique or copies.—In another apartment 
are a number of large dilbes of earthenware, known by the appellation of Ratthnel 
%vare\ of it there is a great colleflion; vafes of Swedilh porpliyry, of an elegant form 
and fine workmanfliip: fome bulls, and a final! llatue of the god i’an. The whole of 
this fuite of apartments is fuperb; at the end is a tolerably large dining-room, which, 
however, does not correfpond with the reft. On the fide is a fmall thcatrcj. where for¬ 
merly plays in French were afted; at prefent it ferves as an occafional mafic room. 
We heard a woman fing here, who mull needs be fixty years of age, fince Ihe fang at 
the confecration of His Majefty’s father in 1751 ; notwithftanding this her manner of 
finging was excellent, and much fuperior to that of the fingers of the opera of the pre¬ 
fent time. 

From the firft fquare faloon which we have previoully noticed, you pafs through a 
narrow palTage to the King’s bed-chamber, in which is the bull of Madame de Brionne; 
this chamber has a communication with a fmall apartment, ornamented with the portraits 
of the Kings and Queens of France, done with a pen; the portrait of a lady in black, 
and that of the Baron d’Armfeldt, in a warrior’s drefs, by Vertmulkr, a Swede, member 
of the Royal Academy of France. You afterwards afeend, by a very narrow ftaircafe, 
to a fmall room between the two floors, the ornaments of which are perfeftly beautiful; 
the defigns by Mafrellier : it contains a number of bronze figures from the antique, 
prettily dillributed in little niclies; from this room you pafs into a chamber which the 
King calls his divan ; it is extremely fmall, and decorated very richly in the 'J urkifli 
ftyle; it is lighted by two lamps of much talle, fupported by tripods from three to four 
feet high. When lighted, this divan is beautiful. As we entered thefe apartments we 
left our fwords. 

The fecond ftory confifts of a number of rooms; in one of them the King holds his 
levee, the cafe commonly every other day from eleven to twelve. The apartn)ent has 
a grand and fmallcr entrance, and -every thing here is regulated upon the lyltem of the 
court of Verfailles. i^fterwards follows a very long galleryin which the court affem- 
bles on Sunday evening every fortnight, and next the card-roi>m ; the grand gallery 
communicates with the Queen’s apartments; from the anti-chamber, through which 
you enter to the levee, and in which their Majefties dine in public, you pafs into the 
council-chamber; this contains a numbiT of paintings; one of fixe, a very fine piece, 
by L airejfci reprefenting the detedion of Achilles. The four fathers of the church, iii 
one beautiful piece, by Rubens. Suzannah and the eld rs, by the fame, very natural, 
fine, and well preferved. The family of Darius at the feet of .■*\l?xancler, by Trevifanit 
one of his bed works. The portraits of Guftavus Vafa, of Charles Xll., and a beauti. 
liil- one of Chriftina, by Beck. A bull of Guftavus Adolphus, and the Prince Royal, 
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by Sef-gelt, about whom a child on foot encircles a garland. A bronze buft of Charles 
XII., by Douchardon the younger. This apartment was to be enlarged; the defigns for 
the purpofe, projeded by Ma/rellier, were Ihewn to us. It is to be conneded with the 
neighbouring chamber, that contains a painting by Gagnerot, which reprefents the Pope 
accompanying the King to the Mufeum. 

It is in contemplation to efiablilh a Royal Mufreum, which is to hold all the collec¬ 
tions made by the celebrated Nicodemus Tcjftn^ to whom are owing the handfomtell build¬ 
ings in Stockholm ; by his fon Charles Guftavus, of equal celebrity as a connoiffeur of 
the arts and ftatelinan j by Queen Louifa Ulrica, the worthy filler of the great Frederic; 
and by Guftavus HI., the firll King who travelled to promote the arts, which formed 
his chief delight. In this Mufasum is to be depofited the whole of the antique fpecitnens 
colleded by them, than which, out of Italy, it would be difficult to produce a more 
precious collcdion. The Endymion, Apollo, Minerva, and the nine Mufes, will form 
its chief beauties in fculpture. It is to contain paintings j drawings by great raafters, 
of which there arc thirteen enormous volumes; engravings, moftly proofs; the belt 
works on the arts; Etrufean vafes, bronzes, medals, and ancient and modern coins, the 
number of which amounts to twenty thoufand, the union of three valuable colledions, 
&c. 

From this profpedus one can but form a favourable idea of the intended Mufmum. 
Mr. de Fredenheira, whom we (hall fhortly mention, is occupied with thisteftablilhment, 
as intendant of all the King’s colleftions in the department of the arts. 'Fhis appoint¬ 
ment does him honour, and will certainly not be blamed by thofe who, like us, have the 
happinefs of knowing him. 

Theatres. They have four theatres. The grand opera in the Swedifli language, at 
which there are performances on Mondays, and occafionally on Thurfdays; the aflors 
arc pretty good; Mr. Knjicn is the firll finger, who is of impofing appearance, and 
plays in a noble flyle; notw'ithftanding which one ftill feels there is fomewhat in his 
manner to look for. Madame Muller Ts poffelTcd of great talents, but withal has a 
Danilh accent, in our opinion, very difagreeable: her hulband is an excellent violin 
player. The dancing part, managed by a Frenchman, is very tolerable. Mademoifelle 
Baffi (who, however, w'e believe has fince left them) was the firft dancer; Ihe perform¬ 
ed at Paris fome years back. The drefl'es are extremely rich, and propriety of coftume 
inofl critically adhered to; as for feenery, they may in this article vie with the moft ele¬ 
gant theatres; and in pciur of machinery, the moft difficult fpedlator has nothing to 
condemn. Within five months, that is to lay, in courfe of two or three-and-tvventy 
nights' reprefentations, we were prefent at nine diflerent operas, thrPe of which na¬ 
tional. Gujiavus Vafa in particular is extremely curious; the feenery of the firft aft, 
which reprefents the court of Chriftiern, is exquifitely beautiful. The fubjeft is, for 
the natives of the country, of a very interefting nature, and is compofed by him the bell 
qualified to appreciate the great qualities of this Prince *. The mufic of the piece by 
Naumann, is frequently very fine; of the merit of the compofitipn we were unable to 
judge, but v/ei'e told that the verfes were excellent. In the opera of Eleftra, likewife, 
there is a beautiful feene; one of a new defeription, and extremely, rich in Thetis and 

* The King hs9 framed the ikeleton of feveral opera.i and many Svyediih pieces; he is extremely partial 
to the llage, is well acauainted with it. and an excellent judge particularly of French pieces v often is he 
the only perfim who feels ajld applauds certain palTagcs; much of the delicate ftrokes of a language efcaping 
thofe who enni fpeak It fluently, uiilefs it be fundamentally acquired ; but the King underilauds the French 
language eqnally well with the bcil-infonned Freuchnian. (This article we have left exactly as it waa ori¬ 
ginally compofed.) 

Feleus, 
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Peleus, a very old opera, the maCc of which is but iiuMerent, notwithftandidgthepro* 
dudiion of an Italian, but remarkable on account of its being rehearfed on the evening 
of the memorable day on which the revolution took place in lyya, at which ithearfal 
the King was prefent till eleven in the evening, evincing the greateft tranquillity, and 
apparently intent on nothing but the opera, fo much fo, in fhort, that many perfons who 
Tiad heard a rumour of it, oould not be perfuaded it would take place on the morrow. 

For the chief feats at the ope^a you pay thirty‘two ikillings. Provided you have no 
fear in the boxes, it is ufual to fit in the pit; but a foreigner of any notoriety eafily ob¬ 
tains a jfdace either in the box of the minift^ of his nation, or in fome other. In the 
winter on thofe days on which there are peiformances, the King Alps at the opera, with 
a great company, and thofe ftrangers admitted to his fociety, are conftaiitly invited. He 
has referved for bis own ufe a very elegant apartment there, in which is a painting by 
Deprfs, (an artift of whom, we lhall fpeak as we proceed:) it reprefents the Emperor 
Jofeph aM the King of Sweden in the church of St. Peter, at Rome, with the Pope of¬ 
ficiating. A number of figures are very ilriking likenelTes. 

The theatre is handfome, and the coup d*oeii it affords very pleafing; the ffage is 
lai^e. This building forms one of the fides of the uorth-Ajuare, and has a very fine ef- 
fe&. The palace of the Princefs Sophia Albertina, the only one who has apartments 
without the palace, is oppofite, and in su*chitedure perfe&ly correfponds. The capitals 
of the columns of the front are of iron, founded by Afplmd. In die veftibule are to 
be columns-of granite, now polilhing near the north-bridge. 

The -French theatre is only comparable to one of our provincial ftages; but for a 
Frenchman it mull be pleafing to meet with performances of his nation, in the very bo- 
-fom of the north. M*** was fora long time the principal a£tor at this theatre, and it 
was imagined that the unmeafured bounty of the l^ng would have induced him to re¬ 
main, but M*** has demcmlhated, that fenfe and confiderable talents can be united to 
a corrupt heart, and the fouleft ingratitude. His behaviour towards the King, and the 
manner in which he left Sweden (to pace the boards of the fifth play-houfe in Paris,) 
would havedi%raced anyone but himlelf. They play on Wednefdays and Fridays at 
die French thea^. On the other days of the week, in the fame houfe which is built 
of wood, is very mean, and very inconvenient * ; the company of national aflors per¬ 
form ; this company was liUely compofed under the aufpices of His Majefty, and has al¬ 
ready arrived at a fingular de^ee of perfeflion, the (hoitnefs of, the time confidered; 
the King intereffs himfelf greatly in the improvement of the adors, to which circum- 
ftance the fpeed of their progrefs is to be attributed. Collume is always rigidly attended 
to among them, and their dreffes are very good. They perform botn tragedy and co¬ 
medy. For the chief places at them, as well as the French performmees, you pay 
twenty-four (killings. The latter company, fin'ce the death of the King, has been dil- 
miffed. 

The fourth theatre may be compared to that of our bouleyarils, as well for the place 
itfelf, as the company which refort to it^ at this they play trifling pieces and comic 
operas. ^ 

In fummer they only ad once in a fortnight, as almoll everybody at this feafdn is in 
the country; this is but a (lender privation. 

During carnival a mafqued ball is given every Friday, at lead this was the cafe during 
our refidence there; the price of a ticket of admiffion is twenty-four flullings. Toa 
cannot enter the theatre udeft in a maik or domino, but may go‘into the upper boxes, 

* It wi> deftroyed ia 1792. 
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whence you enjoy every thing, that is to fay, plenty of duft, and fcents j thefe are not 
reforted to by good company. The King never miffed a mafked ball; although foon 
diffinguifhed, he was friendly to the licence afforded under a mafk, and was not difpleaf- 
ed when dire£ted on himfelf. 

The Wardrobe of the opera is immcnfe. In no theatre are the a£lors* dancers, &c. 
better dreffed; nay many of the charafliers, habited in ferge at Paris, are dreffed in 
filk here. The orcheftra is compofed of more than forty muficians, who play tolerably 
\<^ell j without including thefe, there are nearly two hundred perfons attached to the 
theatre as adlors, chorus-fingers, dancers, &c. The corps de ballet alone, is compofed 
of ninety performers, who all appear when neceffary. This play-houfe occupies, almoft 
continually, ninety tailors. 

This was the uate of the theatres in 1791. We cannot anfwer for changes which 
may fince then have happened, and have no- doubt that many will have taken place fmee 
the death of Guftavus III.; views of oeconomy (certainly very wifely conceivedywill have 
induced the Regent to diminifli expences, regarded as futile and ill-placed by the parti- 
zans of the prefent government, willing, upon all occafions, to condemn what Was in- 
ftituted by the laft. They cannot imagine that the fums of money, employed in fup- 
porting.feveral theatres, are as wifely expended as upon miftreffes j yet muff it be al¬ 
lowed, that by the firft method of fquandering more people receive advantage than by 
the latter. 

The Abbe Vogler, in general, leads the band at the opera; he poffeffes a great por¬ 
tion of talent ; is an excellent mufician, but exccntrically original,, nay even to charla- 
tanifm. To give an idea: We were prefent at a concert, (ablolutely given by himfelf,) 
on the organ of the German chapel j among other things announced was, The people*s 
love for a patriot King^ which he pretended to exprefs on the organ. 

The following are the exafl: dimenfions of the opera : 

It was erefted between 1776 and 1782. It is a fquare building, two hundred and 
ten Swedilh feet in length, by one hundred and fifty in width, and fifty-feven high. Its 
front is with columns and pilaftres of the Corinthian order. The theatre is in the mid¬ 
dle o^the building, and on each fide are apartments. It is in the ihape of a truncated 
ellipfis, the greateft diameter or length of which is fifty-fix feet, the fmaller diameter, 
which makes the breadth, being forty-eight y there are four rows of boxes, each row 
confining of twenty-one; the uage is eighty-two feet deep, and as many broad. 

On each fide of the theatre is an apartment for the King, one for the director, one 
for the manager, two tiring rooms, and twenty-four clofets for the a£tors; a painter’s 
room, a carpenter’s, two coffee-rooms, and a tavern. 

This theatre, with all its ajjpendages, coft building 180,000 crowns banco *, (nearly 
a million French,) the machinery, the furniture of the King’s apartments, and the fee- 
nery of the firft opera, included. 

In 1792 the building of a new play-houfe was begun, to replace the French opera, 
the deftruQion of which has had a good effeft for the profpeft of the fquare before the 
caftle. The new theatre is to be in the ancient arfenal, near St, James’s. 

* 40,oool. fterling. 
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Chap. lV.-~-State of the Arts and Sciences.-^AcademiEs»^Kmg*s LibrarytmmCglfinctf 

of Natural Hi/lory.--Cabmt of Models,~-‘Gymnafvat’—Public Schools,--•Academy of 

Painting,—Patriotic Society. 

It cannot be diffembled that the number of learned Swedes is very inconfiderable; 
people read but little in general in Sweden, and arc at very little pains for information) 
the nobility efpeciaily may be looked upon as ignorant; the clergy there, as almoft 
every where, are the bed: informed; yet in this clafs few are conspicuous. The late 
IQng, however,' left the fciences in a far more improved date than that in which he 
found them; the academies, gymnaiia, and fchools, all felt the benefit of the enlight* 
ened tade of the fovereign. 

The academies of Stockholm are three in number, exclufive of that of paintmg; 

The Academy of Sciences, founded in 1739, confids of a hundred Swediui members, 
and a condderable number of forei^ afibciates. £v^ three months it pubiiihes its 
memoirs in the Swediih language; its Prefident, likewife, is nominated every quarter) 
h has no honora^, that is to fay ufeie& members, a fii^ularity we much admire. It 
has two perpetual fecretaries; the cabinet of natural hidory, and the obfervatory, of 
which we fliall fpeak prefently, belong to the academy. The only fund it receives from 
govemmrat, confids in its exclufive privilege of fellmg almanacs, which produces an- 
nualiy about two thoufand rix*dollam: its other revenues are derived from the gene- 
rofity of a number of ddzens in eafy circumdances, among which M. Sahlgren, of 
Gottenburg, dands foremod. A part of the library of the academy is a donation of 
M. Rofenadler ; it contains fome valuable works—^ Swedifh Bible, in imall folio, printed 
at Upfal, ini 541, with wooden prints; a New Tedament, in quarto, Stoddiolm, 1549 ; 
wooden prints, very rare; a New Tedament, the fird printed in Sweden, Stockholm, 
1521, very rare; this is a fmall folio, has fuffered from fire, and is not complete—the 
Battles of Duke Charles (Charles IX.), rare, on account of its being prohibited: the 
whole of its fird apartment is filled with books in the Swediih language. It is affirmed, 
that it contains all the works publiihed in that tongue, but for this we are far 
vouching. In a fmall room adjoimng, are the memoirs of different academies, fome 
voyages, works on natural hidory, phyfics, &c. Such as treat of adronomy are at the 
obfervatory. 

The cabmet of natural hidory is confided to the care of M. Sparmann, Doftor of 
Phyfic, known by his travels in Africa; and his refearches into natural hidory; he has 
enrich^ this cabinet with a number of curious objects ^ollefted in his travels, either 
when by himfelf or with Captain Cook. The cabmet is claffed according to the fydem 
of Linnasus. When any fubjed occurs which is pofitively new, M. Sparmann ex* 
plains it at the fittings of the academy, at which the Swediih language alone is fpoken*. 
In this collection we faw a great number of animals preferved‘in fpirits of wine.—The 
member of a rhinoceros.—Mw pumiiio from Africa.—An amphibious moufe.—The 

* Wc remarked before that the tranfaAions of the academy were publifhed in the Swediih language. 

It is our opinion tliat the Swediih language is nut fufficiently diffufed, not well enough known, even to the 
literary world, to jultify the omiffion bn the part of the academy, of publiihing them in two languages, or 
at leaf! in uiie mi.rc generally known. Many Swediih authora have to attribute to this circumdauce the 
fmall fate of their publications, and the little faiiie they acquire. If Linnxui had written in his own tongue 
he would nut have had lefs merit it is true, but (xrtainly Ida celebritv. 

8 ^ foetut 
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fcetus of a Hottentot.—LaffWa fptaator, —The venomous lizard of Africa.—A flying li¬ 
zard.— tyfhonia with large ears.— paradoxa in its different progreflions, from 
its firft formation to its perfe& ftate.—A lizard, which M. Sparmann informed us he was 
unable to kill by piercing its heart and brain feveral times with a (harp piece of fteel; nor 
could hefucceed but by immerffng it in fpirits of wine. LaceriaAmboinenfts very rare.—A 
Foetus.—A moule.—Several cafes of lizards and frogs.—Serpents from America, the 
Indies, and the South Sea, many of which of the moft venomous kind, with very flat 
heads.—F^.—Flying fi(h from the Red Sea, fof Egypt) and others.—Worms of all 
fizes, a-very complete colledlion.—Scorpions.—He^s of African wild boam, with ivory 
horns, brought by M. Sparmann.—Pieces of cloth made from the bark of trees from 
Otaheite and North America.—Boxes of (tones taken out of the bladder— Animals .— 
Elephants* teeth.—Elephants* tails with branches of hair at the end, very rare.—Infeds 
of Japan in copper, fo well painted and imitated as to deceive examination.—Shells, a 
fmall collection, but which comprizes nothing curious.—Arms of the illanders of the 
South Sea.—A large piece of red coral. In this fame apartment may be feen the Mu- 
faum Carlfonianumt a very valuable work; it is the collection of birds of M. Carlfon, 
engraved and illuminated with the niceft care: many birds to be feen there were never 
drawn before. In 1791 four volumes were publi(hed, each volume at 10 rix-dollars. 
In another room we (aw (hoes, caps, &c. of Americans and Hottentots, Chinefe inftru- 
ments, a box of Chinefe medicines, with an explanatory book by a French miffionary; 
arms, jewels, and ornaments of Hottentots, the inhabitants of New Zealand, and the 
South Sea. A necklace made of the legs of the red parrot, &c. The cabinet and U« 
brary are in the houfe belonging to the academy in the dty. 

The Obfervatory, It is at a diffance in the northern fuburbs, -and placed on an In* 
conffderable eminence: M. Nicander, the afltronomer, has the direction of it. Its ho* 
rizon is of no great extent, fcarcely commanding a fcope of more than a Swediih mile, on 
account of the rocks with which the neighbourhood is furrounded. The inffruments 
are on the ground floor; they are contained in feveral apartments, are few in number, 
and none any w'ife notable} a fourth apartment, which is very fmall, holds a library 
analogous tb the inffitution but of no great extent. Wintry nights are the beff for ob- 
fervadon, the (ky being feldom free from clouds at any other nme} the excefflve cold • 
however is an obffacle which frequently impedes the neceflary attention to obfervations, 
on account of there being no Are allowed. There are no funds attached to the obfer¬ 
vatory ; it participates (as forming part of the academy) in the produce of the (ale of 
almanacks; the profeflbr had not a Angle ffudent. 


3 r a 


TxtraJl 



404 


F0RT1A*8 TRAyp^ IJM WSDSJBT* 


ExtraSI of the Meteot^olopcal Obfervations make at Stockholm^ according to the Thermome¬ 
ters of Celftus and Reaumur. The firjh marks nothing at the freezing Pointy and lod* 
at that of boiling Water ; that is to faj^ that 5° of Celjius make 4° of Reaumur. 


The greatefl; Cold and Heat from 1770 to 1790*. 


Years. 

Dates. 

Degrees of cold. 

Dates. 

Degrees of lieat. 



Celfius 

Reaumur.' 

1770 

16 March, 

23 


9 Aug. 

27 

211 

1771 

7 Feb. 

21 

i6i 

7 June, 

27 

2t{ 

1772 

14 Feb. 

26 

30 ^ 

30 July, 

28 

225 

> 77 .? 

3 Yeb. 

16 


22 July, 

29 

231 

>774 

17 Jan. 

23 

i8^ 

18 June, 

28 

225 

> 77.5 

25 Tan. 

>9 

>5; 

7 Aug. 

29 

*35 

>776 

27 Jan. 

22 

>71 

27 July, 

3> 

245 

>777 

20 Feb. 

to 

x6 

28 May, 

27 

*>? 

1778 

26 Jan. 

>9 

>55 

22 July, 

29 

23 i 

1779 

22 Jan. 

10 

8 

10 Aug. 

28 

9'tZ 

1780 

12 Jan. 

>9 

> 3 ' 

23 Ju'y. 

27 


1781 

24 Jan. 

18 

> 4 " 

12 Aug 

3> 

*4’ 

1782 

15 Feb. 

»3 

i8» 

27 July, 

24 

>95 

>783 

19 Jan. 

>9 

>SJ 

30 July, 

3> 

24* 

1784 

30 Jan. 

23 

18’ 

9 July* 

29 

235 

1785 

27 Feb. 

27 

21-1 

> July. 

27 

2I| 

1786 

^ March, 

22 

> 7 ? 

22 June, 

29 

235 

1787 

27 Jan. 

11 


14 June, 

25 

20 

1788 

3 

23 

18* 

«s July* 

29 

*35 

1789 

12 Jan. 

»4 


>5 June* 

30 

24 

>790 

5 March, 

II 


30 July, 

*3 

l8.| 


The greateft variations of the barometer take place in the four firft and four 1^(1 
months of the year: they are between 24" 20' and 26° 46': the fcale of the barome¬ 
ter being divided into digits and hundredth parts. It muft however be remarked that 
thefe digits are fuch as are ufed by the engineers and geometricians, and of which the 
SweecUm foot contains ten} workmen divide the fame foot into twelve digits. 

The 

• Note of tranflation. The fcale of Celfiua is in ufe in Sweden, partly in Denmark, and in fome other, 
countries of the north; that of Reaumur in France and many parts of the continent. As in England the 
fcale of Fahrenheit is principally in ufe, its correfpondcnce with that of CelGus is given below. 

The freezing point of Celfius is 0°, and that of boiling water 100°; as therefore the freezing point of 
Fahrenheit is 32% and that of boiling water 212% making a difference of iSo°; it follows that the degrees 
of Fahrenheit’s fcale will be in addition or fubtradion from 32*, as 180° to ico', or as 9 105 ; upon wltich 
computation the fubjoined fcale is calculated. 


Years. 

Dates. 

Degrees of cold. 

Dates. 

Degrees of heat. 

Celfius. 

Fahrenheit. 

Celfius 

Fahrenheit. 

1770 

16 March, 

23 

9^ below 0 

9 Ang. 

27 

8oi 

> 77 ' 

7 Feb. 

21 

55 below 0 

7 June, 

27 

8o| 

1772 

14 Feb. 

26 

147 below 0 

30 July, 

28 

B2\ 

>773 

3 Feb. 

16 

3 t , 

22 July, 

29 


>774 

17 Jan. 

23 

gf- below 0 

18 June, 

28 

’ 82; 

>775 

25 Jan. 

'9 

2 { below 0 

7 Aug. 

29 

841 
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The fame obfervations made at Upfal has given the following refult. 


Years. 

Dates. 

Degrees of cold. 

Dates. 

Degrees of heat. j 

Celfius. 

Reaumur 

Fahrenheit. 

Ccliius. 

Reaumur. 

t'alirenheit. 

>774 

17 Jan. 

15° 

ia“ 


15 June, 

28- 

22>* 

82** 

>775 

25 Jan. 

26 

20j 

I4'’‘{ below 0 

7 Aug. 

.?> r 

25. 

89, 

>776 

27 jan. 

21 

16+ 

5 4 below 0 

8 July, 

.3>i 

2.5 i- 


>777 

19 Feb. 

27 

2I| 

i 61 below 0 

28 May, 

281 

22 J 

8jl 

1778 

26 Jan. 


i8f 

9 * below 0 

22 July, 

.?> 

24 + 

8?^ 

>779 

22 Jan. 

I 4 i 


6" 

*1 July, 

28 

22? 

82? 

1780 

J Feb. 

2.5 

20 

13 below 0 

4 Aug 

28 

22? 

82* 

1781 

f, Tan. 

26i 

2't 

15 1 below 0 

7 Aiig. 

33 

26f 

9.? 

178* 

i^eb. 

27i 

22 

/ 7 1 below 0 

20 June, 

25I 

20f 

77 ro 

>783 

29 Dec. 

22' 

>7? 

7 J below 0 

20 July, 

30 

24 

86 

>784 

4 Jan. 

25I 

204 

13 1 below 0 

4 Jnne, 

28 

22; 

82* 

27S5 

27 Feb. 

27 

214 

16 f below 0 

23 June, 

25 

20 

77 

1786 

7 Jan. 

24 

>9r 

11 5 below 0 

?2 June, 

29 

23' 

84.5. 

>787 

27 Jan. 

>.5 

12 

5 ° 

12 June, 

26 

20f 

78j 

1788 

17 Dec. 

26 

204 

14 f below 0 

22 June, 

30 

24 

86 

1789 

12 Jan. 

28^ 

22* 

19 1 below 0 

8 July, 

29 

23?- 

Hi 

1*790 

18 Dec. 

22i 

18 

8 J below 0 

3 3 July, 

2(51 

16.? 

79/ 

The mean height of the tliermometer for the whole year at .Upfal, 
ries between + 7, 26 and 4, 43 *• 

is nearly + ji 5 it va- 


Academy of belles kttresy hijlory^ and antiquities. From its title this academy ought to 
have full employment} it is however far from being much occupied, if report fpeak 
true; it correfponds with our academy of infcriptions, to which it may be compared, 
with this difference only, that in our opinion we have the advantage in the nunibcr of 
good works (refpeft being had to proportion) which have been publifhed by the two 
Ibcieties. 


Tabic—continued. 


Years. 

Dates. 

Decrees of cold, j 

Dates. 

Degrees of beat. | 

Celiius. 

Fahrenheit. 

Celiius. 

Fahrenheic.j 

>776 

27 Jan. 

22 

0 

*0 

t^V> 

27 July, 

3* 

874 

>777 

20 Feb. 

20 

4 below 0 

28 May, 

27 

80^ 

>778 

26 Jan. 

>9 

2! below 0 

22 July, 

29 

84 r 

>779 

22 Jan. 

10 

.4" 

10 Aug. 

28 

82’- 

1780 

12 Jan. 

>9 

2 * below 0 

23 July, 

27 

801 

1781 

24 Jan. 

18 

“ below 0 

12 Aug. 

3> 

874 

1782 

>5 Fel?. 

*3 

94 below c 

27 July, 

24 

7 >t 

>783 

>9 Jan. 

>9 

2 * below 0 

30 July, 

3' 

R’l 

1784 

30 Jan. 

*3 

9* below 0 

9 Jn^y» 

29 

84 V 

1785 

27 Feb. 

27 

161 below 0 

1 July, 

27 

80,. 

2786 

5 March, 

22 

cr 

n 

C 

0 

22 June, 

29 

84* 

1787 

27 Jan. 

11 

>2' 

14 June, 

25 

77 

1788 

3 March, 

2J 

9'* below 0 

15 July. 

29 

«4l 

1789 

12 Jan 

24 

11 i below 0 

15 luiie, 

30 

86 

1790 

J March, 

) I 

' 7 r 

,'o jiiH*. 

2.3 

7.3 T 


* Correfponding to 9^° of Fahrenheit for the mean heat, and 13“ and 8" for the extreme varntioos in 
diferent yean. 
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rem (or moram) egi apud Newerk in comitatu Slothingui, et ibidem quamplures de 
infirmitatibus fubfcriptis curavi.” This manufcript is in vellum} it is rolled up, is of 
great length, and divided into columns thus, 


Reprefentations Account of their Anatomical Account of Figures. 

of the fick complaints and figures, &c. lor difeafes. 

perfons. remedies. labours, &c. 

By the fide of each reprcfentation of a fick perfon, the nature of the malady is def- 
cribcd, w'ith tiie remedy uled. Above the reprefentations of labours, arc explanatory 
jiotes. 

• In the number of complaints, of wliich he has written pretty much at large, few are 
omitted. One is mentioned, rather extraordinary for the time in which it was written, 
the following is an exa& copy of the original text: Pro morbo qin Jicitur chaud pjft\ 
(the adjeftive in the mafeuline gender.) The author thus fpeaks of a cure that ne 
effected. Quidam miles nobilis Duds Lancajlria apud Algczh (in Hispanid'), Hijloria 
curatas a Johanne Arderiam tortures oris. 

Cabinet of natural hi/iory ; it is under the direction of M. Engeflroeum, before whofe 
appointment there was none; he is a profeflbr of chemiflry, and has to teach gratis four 
pupils: at the time wt vvere there he had but one, which tends to confirm what he 
obierved to us, that chemiftry and mineralogy, fciences of the utmoft importance to 
Sweden, are very little regarded. This cabinet when we faw it, was not yet arranged; 
it is in the building where the mint is kept, the edifice is new, tolerably fpacious, and 
fituated at the end of the bridge, at the entrance of what is, properly fpeaking, the city: 
the portal has four columns funk in the wall, without any pedellal; they are too large tor 
the building, and fail of efled. In the fame building is the magazine of poliflied por¬ 
phyry and granite; the former from the quarries of Elfdel. The council of mines alfo 
hold their fittings here. In the hall are the portraits of Charles XL the founder, and 
of all the prefidents of that department. In one of the antichambers arc a number of 
paintings reprefenting different views of the infide of Swedilh mines: the artift has 
managed the fubjed extremely well, and fo as to have a very fine effed. In order to 
obtain a feled colledion of Swedifli minerals, you have but to addrefs yourfelf to Mr. 
Engerih'oeum, if the fpecimens be fmall the price is four Ikillings each, if large, fixteen 
Ikillings, or a plotte. A thoufand fpecimens form a very handforae colledion. 

Cabinet of Models. This is adjoining the church of Ridderholm, in the fomer pdace 
of the King, a place which now ferves for a court of juftice. This cabinet confifts of a 
fpacious hall, in which arc ranged the models of various inventions, of greater or.lefs 
antiquity, and of improvements to different previous difeoveries: among the oeconorai- 
cal models, you fee mills, machines for fowing grain, threlhing, cutting ftraw, &c. 
There are hydraulic engines, furnaces ufed in the mines, plans of the manner the pumps 
are aded upon, and the mineral drawn up. Models of lighuhoufes for the fecurity of 
navigation. An arm chair, in which you may readily wheel yourfelf about. A ma¬ 
chine which points out the range of a (hot or bomb when fired from gun or mortar, 
and many others too tedious to enumerate, but which merit obfervation. Many pieces 
arc the invention of the famous engineer Polheim, and a Hill greater number by M* 
Norbergt father of the prefent diredor, who has travelled a great deal in Ruffia,. par¬ 
ticularly in Siberia, and is confidered as very well infortned in whatever regards me¬ 
chanics. You pay 24 {killings to the porter on admittance to the" cabinet. 

Gymnafta. Gymn^ia are eftablilhed in almoft all the provinces', and are general in 
the capital. Young people in thefe, ftudy an abridgement of the theological works 
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t)f Benzelius, and to learn latin, explain Virgil, Titus Livy, QuintusCurtius, and Salluft. 
I'he infpeftion of the gymnafia, and Other fubaltcrn fchools, is the pravince of the 
bilhops. The progrefs of the fclwlars depends vnry much on the attention paid to their 
charge by thefe ecclefiaflics: proofs of which we faw. 'I'he courle of ftudy in thefe 
gymnaha was appointed by Frederic the Firit in 17'24; thofe perfons called profeflbrs in 
univerfities, are here called readers ; oacii gynmafium has feven or eight, they are paid 
from the corn which the King receives out of the tythes paid by the farmer, of which 
tylhes two thirds belong to the King, the remaining third to the redtor. 

Public Schools. Each parilh church has its public fchool: the Swedilh fchools are 
fubjeft to particular inl'pcd^ion, divided by diocefes, and are independent one of the 
other. The German fchool at Stockholm is under the infpeflion of two German paf- 
tors ; in thefe are taught religion, geography, the Grecian and Roman hiftory, and the 
French language. One general law regulates the whole of the Swedilh fchools with 
regard to initruction ; the courfe to be purfued in the education of the pupils is pre- 
feribed, and the falary to be paid is tftablilhed, although it varies according to the de- 
feription of fchools. Scholars are admitted at eight or nine years of age, and reiuaiu 
until eighteen or nineteen. The young people generally go from thefe to college, and 
particularly to the univerfiry of Upfalj rarely tinifhing their ftudies at fchool. The 
current charge of ediicathm is from one to two rix-dollars per quarter: families in 
cafy circumftanccs, inftead of paying any rate, make prcfenis to the profeffors or in- 
fpedors. 

Academy of Painting. 'I'his was founded by Count Teflin ; the direftor goes out 
every three years, and is nominated by the members of th< icad ay. It has four pro¬ 
feflbrs, each of whom a£ls during his quarter, and receives, during i.iis fervice, 100 liv. 
monthly. 'Fhe profeflbrs in 1791 were Mcflrs. Mafrelier, Sergell, Guilbert, and Pafeh. 
The regulations of this academy are modelled pretty clofely after thofe c“ Paris; the 
diftribution of prizes is after the fame manner precifely. It *s a gratuitous fchool, the 
pupils providing themfcives only with crayons and paper; . .e King gives la 000 lives 
annually to this eflablilhment; the houfe was left as a legacy I j Mr. .le; er the fame 
who cafl: the ilatues ofGuftavus Vafa, and Guftavus Ai.jlphus. The iai.er was fo 
badly cafl, that it would poflxbly have been cheaper to have re-founded it, fo ni ch 
chipping did it require. The academy has a mofl beautiful coll ■ 'lio. of models from 
the antique in plaifter, prefented to Charles XI. by Lewis XIV., ?*id p.irt of the bas- 
rcliels of 'I’rajau’s column, which were modeled entire by order of the King of France. 
During our Itay, there was an exhibition of paintings; among* them were eight or ten 
portraits by Breda, the chief merit of which were their rcfemblance. Except thefe, 
there was not one picture worthy of notice. There yvere many architedural pieces of 
defigns and fludies of the pupils, and a handfome picture in embroidery, reprel’enting a 
naval engagement, an aftonifliing performance 

(’ertain amateurs at Stockholm have founded an Academy of Mufiek ; for fome years 
it has fuftained irfelf, which is as much as can be laid. During part of the winter 
inontl'.s, it gives a concert once a week ut the exchange hall. 

Patriotic Society. 'l'iii.s was umaded l:iy individuals, and is occupied in oeconomical 
matters alone. The afth 'I'crsftary in 1791, was Mr. Fifeherftroeum; he was ecn- , 
ployed on a large occonom. diCtii.iiary, three volumes of which had made thdr ap¬ 
pearance. The tranfadioiis -^f this fociety fill feveral volumes in 8vo. in the Swedilh 
language; the number of .lS members is imreftricled; the fociety augmenting it at 
pleafure. Its revenue is derived from the annual contributions of its members; each 
upon his admiflion fpecifying the fum he can afford. The number is pretty conlider- 
voL, vt. 3 G able. 
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able, as the fociety has eftabliflied a correfpondence with many provinces of the king¬ 
dom. It diftributes prizes annually among hufbandraen and lervants. 

We deem this a proper place for the infertion of the following differtation on the Ji- 
lantica of Rudbcck, a work but little known out of the fphere of the learned— 


01 . Riidbeckil Atlantica^ Pars I— IV.—ITpfalia, 1675—1702, folio. 

Olf Rudbecks Atland Mcr Manheim etc. Olavii Rudbeckii Atlantica five Manheini, 
vera Japheti pofterorum il’dcs ac patria, ex qua non tantum monarchy et reges ad totum 
fere orbem reliquum regenduin ac domandum ftirpefque fuas in eo condendas, fed etiani 
ScythsE, Barbari, Afae, Gigantes, Gothi, Phryges, Trojani, Amazoncs, Thraces, Li- 
byes, Mauri, Tufei, Galli, Cimbri, Cimmerii, Saxones, Germani, Suevi, Longobar- 
di Vandali, Heruli, Gepida*, Teutones, Angli, Piftorcs, Dani, Sicambri, aliique vir- 
tute clari et celebres populi olim exierunt. Upfalae. excudit Henricus Curio, S. R. M. 
et Academiae Upfal.-Bibliopola. A. 1^75, in folio, pp. 891, exclufive of the dedication 

and preface in three pages. ^ 

dlf Rudbecks. Atlands cller Manheiras andra deel. &c. Olavi Rudbeckii Atlantica: 
five Maheimii pars fecunda, in qua folis lunm, ac terra cultus deferibitur, omnifque adeo 
fuperftitionis hujufee origo parti Sueonia feptentrionali, terra puta cimmeriorura vindi¬ 
cator, ex qua deinceps in orbem reliquum divulgata eft: idque feriptorum non tantum 
domefticorum, fed etiam externorum, maxime vero veterum atque doaiflimarum fabu- 
larum fide, quarum explicatio genuina nufquam ante hanc noftram in lucem prodiit. 
Accedunt demonftrationes certiffima qua feptentrionales noftros in maxime genuinum 
folis ac luna motum, indeque pendentem accuratiflimara temporurn rationem, multo 
et prius et felicius, quam gentem aliam ullam olim penetraffe, ac etiam alia multa ad 
hanc ufque diem incognita declarant. Upfala excudit Henricus curio S. R. M. et Acad. 
Upfal. Bibliopola. anno 1689, in folio, pp. 672, without the preliminary matter. 

Olf Rudbecks. Atlands eller Manheinis tridie Deel &c. Olavii Rudbeckii Atlantica feu 
Manheimii pars tertia, in qua vetuftiflima majorum noftrorum Atlantidum lapidibus, fago 
atque cortici Runas fuas incidendi ratio,' una cum tempore quo ilia primum coeperit, 
exponitur. Deinde aurei numeri fingulis annis tributi, et fignorum cceleftium, qua 
htnr ad Graces et Latinos funt tranflata, vera origo ac fignificatio traditur. Turn fex 
ilia adiluvioNoachi proxima atates, atque in illis prima Atlantidum noftrorum reipub- 
lica forma deferibuntur; qua migrationes et bella fub Boreo feu Satumo ejufque filio 
Thoro feu Jove gefta funt recenfentur: et denique Scytharum, Phoenicum, et Amazo- 
num hie ducibus in Indo.—Scythiam et Phoeniciam feu Paleftinam a Sueonia faSa ex- 
peditiones enarrantur. Quibus omnibus Mythologia per plures, quarum fenfus in hunc 
ufque diem incogmtus heic detnum deledus prodit, jucunda fana et perquam utiles ad- 
junguntur. 

** Photius ex orations Diogenis in quemdam Cappadocem : non venit Scytha telo vedus 
per Iftrum aut Tanaim, fed in univerfam terram et mare.” . 

Upfala, Typis et impenfis autoris. Anno MDCXCVIII, (1698) in folio, pp. 762, 
exclufive of preliminary matter. 

Olf Rudbecks Atlands eller Manheims, fierde del. Olavi Rudbeckii Atlantica feu 
Maheimii, pars quanta, (Upfala typis et impenfis autoris, 1702,) in folio, pp. 210. 

Johan. Molleri ad Sueciam litteratam Js Sch^eri Hypomnemata, page 415. Bibliotheca 
hifiorica Struvio-Buderiana ad book, page 1602. Lenglet du Frefnoy, catalogue des princi- 
paux hiftorieas, methode, &c. Paris 1735, in quarto, tom. 4, pp, 285. Niceron, me- 
moires, tom. 31, p. 159. S, J* Baumgarten*s Nachrichten von Merkvur digen Buehern, 

z Band, 
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2 Band^ Halle, 1753, in ^vo.pp. 98. Jo Vogt^ total, libror, varlor, p. 589. Job. Ihre. 
differt. duo de caujis raritatis librorum, Upfaly 1.743, in Aio. page 19, 20. Dan. Gerdts 
Blorilegium libror. vartor. Groninga, 1747, in 8vo. p. 313. Biblioth. Uffenbach. univerf. 
libri 2, pp. 478. Bibliotheca SeledliffimOy (Jo.Theod. de Schoenberg) Amft, 1743, in 8vo. 
liber, i . p. 88. lib. 2, p, 584. Biblioth. Breitenaviana LubecOy 1747, in ^tobook 2, p. 427. 
Catal. biblioth. Voogiana. Drefden, 1755, in 8vo. p. 465 and 597. Biblioth. Ad. Rud. 
Solgery p. X. Norimb. 1760, in 8 vo.p. 130. Catal. libror. Comitis Caroli Ehrenpreus 
Holm, 1761, in 8vo.p. ii. 

I have aftually before me two copies of the j^r/l book of the Atlantica of Rudbeck, 
one of which is dated 1675, the other 1679, in vain have I turned over the leaves from 
beginning to end; I have been unable to diftinguilh any difference except that at the 
bottom of the title page of the copy dated 1679, the following is printed : Editio fecun* 
da, multis in locis emendata et avita. Accedunt judicia et variorum doclorum infigni* 
um : in every thing elfe the two copies perfeftly refemble, correfponding with each 
other, page by page, and line by line, as well in the Swedifh language, as in the Latin 
verfion j nor is there any addition, corredions, or opinions of learned men. It may, 
therefore, be the cafe as afferted by StruvOy and after him by Vogty that nothing but the 
title page has been renewed, firft in 1679, and afterwards in 1684. I have not, indeed, 
hitherto feen any copy bearing the latter date, but, on the other hand, I have feen one 
in which the year of its being printed was entirely omitted. Poffibly thefe copies might 
have been intended particularly for foreign countries. 

However that may be, for certainly it was in contemplation in fame part of Germany, 
to reprint thevolume. This impreflion, however, is unknown in Sweden, where 
I was unable to ferret out any more than a fmgle copy. It was in the poCfeffion of Mr, 
Baumgarten, who informed me that it contained the Latin verfion only, and that efpecial 
care had been taken to indicate in the margin, the pages of the original edition. 

The dedication at the head of this volume is addreffed to Olaus Veriliusy a celebrated 
antiquary, and particular friend of the author. Rudbeck in this explains the motives 
which induced him to undert.ike this work, and annex a Latin verfion, the labour of 
which, he allows, was participated by one of his friends. In Joach F. Felleriy Otium 
Hamverianuniy Lips. 1718, 8vo. p. 146.; the illuftrious Leibnitz is ftated to have faid, 
^'■Rudbeckius curabat per Schefferum fua omnia verti latine, non enim libenter hac lingua 
fcribebat, Germanica libentius.” I know not from whom Leibnitz received this anecdote, 
but it appears to me a bold charge j for however poorly informed on fubjefts of litera¬ 
ture, it is known to the mereft novice, that Rudbeck and Verelius were far from beingon 
friendly terms with Schefl'er : moreover, ihould Scheffer have acceded to the requeft of 
Rudbeck,totranflate hisAtlantica into Latin, itwould have beenimpoilible he could have 
given more than the firft volume, as he died the 26th April, 1679. On my part I ihould 
inrrc willingly credit with the famous Eric Benzelius, thatProfeffor Andrew Norcopenjisy 
fince known by the name of Noordenhielniy was the tranflator at leaft of the firft volume, 
the fucceeding one being attributable to another friend of Rudbeck’s, that is to fay, 
Peter Salany mentioned’ by M. Celfius, Hiftor. biblioth. Upfal, p. x 16. 

Bayle and Teptzcl have given extrafts from this volume; the former in the Nouvelles 
de la Repubiique de Lettresy Jan. et Feb. 1685 ; the latter in Monalt. unterredungeny Feb. 
and March, 1690. 

I ought not to omit that feveral geographical and chronological charts belong to this 
volume, with feveral engravings from wood. As both one and the other are of much 
larger fize than the book, they are bound up by themfelves, and form a feparate 
vohme. 
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Thefecond book of the Atlantica was pubH(hed in 1689. The dedication to Charlotf 
XI. and the preface fill feven pages; af the end of the book four pages are referved 
for the crimdatUy as well of, the firft as the fecond volume. The table of contents for 
the two volumes fills .thirty-fix cyphered pages. 

It is commonly at the beginning of the fecond volume, that the opinions of different 
learned men on this work of Rudbeck are collefted. In the copy in my poffeffion it fills 
thirty-eight pages, fifteen of them in fmall type, in double columns: at the head is a 
fort of preface, figned H. Z. that is to fay, Hcitrig, an officer in the guards, afterwards 
ennobled under the name of Riddarlliern, a man well verfed in the hiftory and antiqui¬ 
ties of Sweden. ' VP. Salani mia adEgilli et Afmundi hijioriam. Upfal, Kiqj, in 410. 
p. 160. , - 

' This colle&ion was alfo printed feparately, at Frankfort, in folio^ in 1692, under the 
following title: “ Judicia ct tefiimonia illuftrium atque clariffimorum virorum de cele- 
berrimi Sueonis Olavi Rudbeckii (Senioris) medicinae profefforis Upfalenfis Atlantica, 
aliifque incomparabilis ingenii Rudbeckiani monumentis. Recufa Francoforti juxta ex¬ 
emplar Upfalenfe, anno MDCXCII.” (1692.) 

As the advertifement to the printer, at the head of this colleftion, contains fome lite¬ 
rary particularities, I ffiall copy the whole of it; it is conceived in the following terms : 

“ Adnionitiuncula typographica ad lefterom benevolum. 

ATL ANTICjE RUDBECKIANA 2 tomus i. edi£tus eft Upfalas, anno 1675, in folia 
Suedice et Latine, unacum peculiari volumine tabularum pographicarum, aliorumqiie 
curiofx antiquitatis monumentorum. Tomus a lucem vidit itidem Upfalae, anno 1689, in 
folio,infertis figurarum tabulis in ipfo operis contextu. Quae hie fequunturjudicia dc labore 
herculeo,ATLANTICiE RES FITUTiE aliifque clariffimiRudbeckii mentis in rempub- 
licam literariamcollatio,peramicum quemdam veritatis in gratiam antiquarii Adorphii et 
aliorum quorumdam nobiliffimi Rudbeckiani nominis oforum atqueobtredtatorum, Upfas 
lae Sueonum publicata funt. Prima vice anno 1681, duabus chartis, in folio. Poftea femel 
iterumque novo cum auftorio et claffe alia teftimoniorum de folertiffimi Rudbeckii in- 
genio atque laboribus anatomicis, botanicis, phyficis, mathematicis, edita funt ibidem non 
modo feperatino, fed et in fronte tomi fecundi ipfms Atlantic^. Tandem elapfo integro 
decennio multo auftiora nunc prodeunt, et oculis benevolis Ie£loris fubjefta vel confenfum 
ejufdem defidefant in exornandis magni Rudbeckii meritiffimis elogiis, vel corredlionem 
expectant dodam atque candidam, ft fort^ uno vel alio loco prm magna eftimationc in 
tarn longinquo incertss atque fallacis antiquitatis itinere aberraverint audoris oculi. Vale 
miiledor^ et vitam valetndinem que longam Rudbeckio noftro precare, ut reliquos Atlan- 
ticae tomos atque ftupenJi operis botanici magna volumina, qum multis jam annis fub 
manibus ejus fudaverunt, felici aufpicio in publica orbis eruditi commoda edere poflit 
antequam pedem cymba: Charontis intulerit nunquam nos poftea revifurus elyfms ille 
.Atlas hyperboreorum, &c. Makelos Reipublicm litterari* omamentum.” 

Extrails from the fecond volume of the Atbntica, are to be feen in Tentzel. Me- 
na!t, Unterred. May and July, 1690. and in UHtftoire des ouyrage des favans par Baf- 
nage, Dec. 1690. Tbeopb. Sincerus, otherwife J. G. Schwindelius, reviewed the two firft 
volumes. Voebente. Nachriebten von alien und raren Buebern. 1747, in quarto, p. 78, 
and following. 

The third volume of the Atlantica was not publifhed before 1698; it was dedicated 
to Charles XIII. The dedication, table of contents, and preface, take up zhirty-j|jur 
pages. The authors of Nova, liter, Maris Balthid, furamarily point out the contents in 
their journal of the month of December, 1698, and in the Nachrichten von merk vur- 
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dlgern Buchem, of S. J Baumgarten, book ii. p. 318, and following pages, is found a 
futticiently ample and impartial extraft of thefe three volumes. 

The fourth volume of the work of Rudbeck has no diftinguifhing title: it was fet to 
prefs in the author’s own printing-houfe, but fcarcely was the third iheet of the fecond 
alphabet completed, before the printing office and all its contents were confumed, ow¬ 
ing to a lire, which deftroyed a confiderable part of the city of Upfal, in the month of 
May, I yea. Not only were all-the remaining copies of the third volume (of which but 
very few had been delivered) burnt in this conflagration, but alfo the different flieets 
already (truck off of the fourth volume, together with the manufeript of the author. Of 
the flieets printed, three or four copies were faved according to fome, according to 
others, five. V. Hntnb, Beyiracge, 1741. p. 458. One is preferved in the King’s li- 
brary, another in that of Count Ehrenpreusy and this copy, which I frequently had oppor¬ 
tunities of feeing, was fold in 1761,at an exorbitant price, to Mt, Rofenadkry Counfel- 
lor of the Chancery. 

'1 he curious, in order to render this work as complete as poffibJe, caufe it to be co- 
pied in manufeript. Mr. John Thicrri de Schoenberg, a Saxon gentleman, poffeffed a 
manufeript copy of this work ; in the Biblioth. Sekdtijftmay Amft. 1743, in 8vo. book ii, 
p. 5‘'’4, tills part of the Atlantica is improperly Hated to be inedita Qipreco-parata. Ano¬ 
ther manufeript copy of the fame fourth book is quoted in the Catalog, biblioth. Woogiana, 
p. 597. Mr. Boze moreover Ihortly before his death had farther a copy fent him from 
Stockholm, to my knowledge. 

Rudbeck in the two firfl: chapters of this fourth V9lume, treats de confenfu facri codicU 
et Scriptorum profanorum in rebus ultima antiquitatis ; in the third chapter he treats of 
matters relative to the 1 Sooth year of the world; and in the fourth, which however is 
not complete, de Us qua Nachori Tarachi atque Matmi et qua proximo fequebatur atate 
ad M. 1900, Ulujlridra habentur. He has added to this a chronological and geo¬ 
graphical illuftration of the fyftem he endeavours to eftablilh. 

As the Atlantica of Rudbeck was difficult to be met with, and very expenfive, a 
bookleller of Rotterdami named Hofhouty conceived the defign of publilhing a new edi¬ 
tion of the Latin alone, fo reducing to two volumes, the three of which he had any 
knowledge, being utterly a ftranger to the fourth. The profpeflus he publiflicd for the 
annunciation of his intention, was as follows : “ Sciagraphia Atlantica Jive Manbeimii 
Olavi Rudbeckii—Duo voluminoy in folio, cum tabulis varii generis, et Jiguris innumcris anti- 
quit atom turn Suevicam turn Gothicam peilantibus. Ut et conditiones ma elegantioris huma- 
nitatis cultoribus proponantur et ad quas de novo in publicum prodibit—Rotterdam, l^c. 1726, 
in 4to. pp. 12. \n xhe. France literaire oi the Berlin edition, 1757, Svo. p. 131, 
this profpeftus is attributed to M. Cartier de St. Philip, w'ho probably had engaged to fu- 
perintend the edition, and correft the proofs. This projed was not carried into ex¬ 
ecution. 

Of the fourth volume it has feveral times been in contemplation to give a new edition. 
The firft perfon who projected this was the author’s own fon, as may be feen in the 
Ada liter. Suecia: i '20, p, 57, and by a letter of the celebrated Wolfius, of Hamburg, 
written the i4ih Qdober 1722, and inferted in the Thefaurus epiftolicus Lacrozianus, 
b. ii. 18 1, and fallowing pages. It appears that Dodor Heubcl, of Kiel, had the fame 
intention. Neither the one nor the other fucceeded any more than the printer Salvius, 
at Stockholm, who attempted the fame a frefli in 1743. Some years afterwards Mr, 
de Weftphalen, Chancellor of the court of Holftein, Gotterp, determined on re-printing 
thefe Iheets, for the pufpofe of enriching one of the volumes of his grand colledion, en- 
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titled: Monumenta inedita rerum Germanicarum, See. ; but whether he changed his mind, 
or fome other caufe prevented him, M. de Weftphalen died without fulfilling his inten¬ 
tion, and the printed llieets of the fourth volume of the Atlantica are at prefent as rare 
as they were fixty years ago. 

Many learned men, principally in Germany and Denmark, fuch as Prmfehiusy Leih^ 
nitz, Tentzel, Spenery Loefeher, Kei/lery Vachrery Beyery Dithmary Mceullery Sperliugiusy 
and others, have upbraided Rudbeck with being blinded by an ill-founded zeal for the 
glory of his country, and attributing to Sweden prerogatives and advantages of which 
it was never in poffeffion. Notwithftanding this cenfure, many of thefe gentlemen have 
followed his ftepsand profited by his labours. The author of the obfervation, deincer- 
titudine biJlor 'tcAy which was inferted in the ad obfervationes Hallenfesy book ii. 

■ p. 156, is not more favourable to Rudbeck; and more recently, to wit, in 1745, a 
counfellor in Pomerania, of the name of Hoefer, formed a fimilar defign of refuting our 
antiquary, and fpecially demonftrating in a publication, that all which the learned Swede 
alleges in favour of his own country, is only fuitable to the provinces in the north of 
Germany, along the fhores of the Baltic. I am ignorant whether this book, advertifed 
in our literary news as ready for the prefs, has ever come to light; but I am perfuaded 
that if it fhould have been publifhed, it will in no degree have injured the work of Rud¬ 
beck. The celebrated Sperlingius has gone ftill farther, and, on account of the Atlan- 
ticuy has nearly been prompted to condemn the whole Swedilh nation, as may be feen 
by reference to fome of his letters to Gijb. Cupery printed in the fourth volume of Jo. 
Poleni The/aurus novus antiquitatunty Venet. 1737, in folio. 

Two celebrated French writers have examined with more judgment and equity the 
work of Mr. Rudbeck. The firft, Mr. Frerety a member of the Royal Academy of In- 
feriptions and Belles Lettres, fays; “ It mull be allowed that Rudbeck frequently goes too 
far through an ambition of rendering his country illufirious;' neverthelefs, not all his 
conjeftures are on this account undeferving; fome of them are certainly ingenious, and 
fome far from improbable.** See the Tranfadtions of the Academy alluded to, 
book ix. p. 340, of the Amfterdam edition. The fecond is the Abbe Banicr; he 
thinks ** that few will follow the fyftem of Rudbeck; a fyftem which after all, addetb 
hoy is fo ftrongly fupported by conjefture, that notwithftanding one may be of a dift'erenc 
way of thinking from the author, one cannot yet refufe him the honour of having em¬ 
ployed the moft profound erudition for the purpofe of glorifying his country.** This 
opinion is given mles Melanges d'HiJloire de Literature yhy Mr. de Vigneul Marville, 
bookin', p. 5, and following pages; Paris edition, 1725, tamo.: and I attribute it not 
to Vigneul Marville, or as that author was properly called, D. Bonnaventure d’Argonne, 
but to the Abbe Banier, on account of the third volume of les Melanges being almoft 
wholly written by that learned man, according to the Abbe d* Artigny, Nouveaux Me- 
moires d’Hi/ioirey &c. book i. p. 312. * 

I {hall not repeat the praife which the Atlantica of Rudbeck has acquired in Sweden; 
let it fuffice to obferve, that our moft modern hiftorians haye given it attention. Biaeur- 
ner is of opinion .• cuivis diligenti et frugi antiquario omninb convenire diurnd noilurndque 
verfare manti incomparabtlis bujus viri Atlanticam. Mr. Wildcy a competent judge, 
efteemed it highly, notwithftanding he differed from him occafionally, particularly with 
refpeft to ancient geography. M. Daliriy even although he varies ftill more than 
Mr. Wilde in opinion from Rudbeck, and notwithftanding he follows a fyftem of chro¬ 
nology perfeftly oppofite,yel allows that he throws great light on different points ofhif- 
tory in the early ages, and that none can read the Atlantica without admiration of the 
profound genius of the author, his prodigious learning, and keen penetratioiu 
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Olaus Rudbeck, the father, Doftor and Profeflbr of phyfic in the univerfity of Upfal, 
born at Wefteros in 1630, died at Upfal the 7th September 1702. His funeral ora¬ 
tion was read by John Efberg, Profeflbr of theology, and printed in 1703, in 4to. It 
is to be feen in Chriji. Ncttelbiadt. Memoria virorum in Suecia erudltijftmoriim rediviva 
Scmi-decas^V 7 . Roitock, 1731, in 8vo., p. 161—208. Father Niceron has made ufe 
of it in giving the life of our Rudbeck, Memoires, book xxxi. 153. and following 
pages. Being a foreigner. Father Niceron has committed forae errors, which require 
rectification. 

Fifty-one years after the death of Rudbeck, a fmall medal was ftruck in honor of 
him, on one lide of which was a profile of that learned man, encircled with this inferip- 
tion: Olaus Rudbeck Pater. Prof. Upfal.; and on the other, the conftellation of the 
lefler bear, with thefe words: Tot Fulgent Lumina in Uno. On the exergue is written, 
VIVO DECR. HONORES REDDITI A° MDCCLIII. AB. EXITV. LI. 

This article, relating to one of the rareft works that has appeared in Sweden, and de- 
figned for the library of the late Mr. Clement, under the head of 

RUDBECK, (Olaus,) the father, 

was compofed by Mr. Charles Guftavus de VarmholtZy Aulic Counfellor of His Majefty 
the King of Sweden, the greateft bibliographer that ever was in Sweden; he died the 
28th March 1785. It has never till now appeared in print; and the underfigned, who 
is in poflbflion of the original memoir, has the honour to prefent this copy to MeflVs. 

B.and F.. on their tritvels in the North, knowing them to be curious re- 

fpeSing rare editions. Stockholm, 18th June 1791. 

(Signed.) Charles Gjcerwell, librarian to His Majefty. 

N.B. It is plain that the article of Mr. de Bure, in his Bibliography, No. 5578, is 
not corredl, any more than that of Cailleau in his Bibliographical Diftionary, p. 522, 
book ii. 


Chap. V,^Learned Men. — Artijis.'—Cabinets of Individuals. 

Mr. LUDEKE\ paftor of the German chapel, is a very learned man; he refided a 
length of time at Conftantinople, and has gathered fome valuable information refpe£king 
Turkey: he has publifhed feveral works in the Swedifh and German languages, and 
poflefles fome valuable books. Orationes doniinicay Orationes ferme centum : Berolino. 
(Berlin.) Compofed and publifhed by the pofleflbr’s great uncle. Biblia Malabaricay 
Tranquebar: the firft part 1723, the fecond 1727; the interior title is Biblia Damulica. 
The New Teftament, printed alfo at Tranquebar in 1715, although of the fame fize as 
the Bible, and in the Malabar language, the charafters are of a larger type than thofe 
of the Bible; the whole forms three volumes in 4to. The firft edition of the New 
'Teftament in the Finnifh tongue, in 4to. Stockholm, 1548. Bible Francaifcy in folio ; 
Stockholm, 1642. A fine manufeript oithe Alcoran on vellum, with the various read¬ 
ings in the margin. 

Mr. Swartz is the diredor of the King’s cabinet of natural hiftory at Drotningholm: 
although very young, he has yet travelled a great deal, and has added confiderably to 
the knowledge of mofles, which has been his principal ftudy; he poflefles the moft per- 
feft colleftion of them in exiftence; he has publifhed a work entitled. Nova genera et 
fpecies Plantarum, feu’prodromus deferiptionum Vegetabilium, in maximam partem in- 
cognitorum, quse fub itinere in Indiam Occidentalem, annis 1783—87, divenit Olaif 
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Swartz; M. D. Holmias, i7S'8. He has fpecified more than three hundred forts of 
lichen^ one hundred and thirty of which only are deferibed by Linnseus. A fmall num¬ 
ber is peculiar to Sweden, no more than five or fix. . Vulpinus, a kind of inofs found m 
•Finland; the country people make ufe of it to poifon wolves; it is found in Sweden 
alone, and yields a very pretty green colour. Tartarcus, a mofs which the linglifli for¬ 
merly purchafedto extrad a dye: a manufodory thereof has been adually efiabiiflied 
at. Stockholm, hnpreffiis, a new fpecics, found hitherto no where but in Sweden, gives 
a red colour. Mr. Vcjlring., a dodor of phyfic at Norkoeupiug in Ollrogotiiia, lias 
made a number of experiments on the colouring principles of niofs; he is ihortly to 
give a diflertation on the refult of his refearches, which will be read at the Academy of 
Sciences. Already from different moQes the following colours have been extraded ; 

’ yellow, red, and green of different fliades, brown, black, and violet. Hitherto none 
has been difeovered that have given blue, which appears a dillicult matter to find., Mr. 
Swartz imagines, dyes among them may be found capable of vicing in briiliancy with 
cochineal; experiments tried on filk and wool have I’uccetded, but not with cotton. 
The rau^iferintis^ ^ ijlanciicus probofeidens ferve for food. 'I'ho Laplanders cat the rhi^ 
giferinus boiled in water and milk ; it is excellent for phthificky coughs and confump- 
tion. Mr. Swartz brought with him from the Weft Imlics more than a thoul'and new 
plants, the defeription of which may be feen in his work; he met with the fame kind 
of mofs in Jamaica, that ferves as food for rein deer, which is rather fingubr. 

Mr. Frederiheim^ knight of the polar (tar, and member of fcveral academies, poflTelfes 
interefting colledions of manuferipts, engravings, &c. Of which the following arc the 
moft remarkable. Among his manuferipts, thofc of Baron d'/idler Salvius, Swedifli 
ambaffador at the treaty of Weftphalia, and afterwards lenator. It comprizes minutes 
of his difpatches and other writings, even of feveral articlc.s of the above mentioned 
treaty of peace, and a number of memorials and original letters addrefled to himfelf or 
others by celebrated charadfers of paid times, fuch as the Emperor, Gufbvus Adolphu.s, 
Queen Chriflina, .the Princes of the empire, a number of learned men, and particularly 
Swedifh generals and minifters. I’his colleftion extends from the year 1624 to 1652 
inclufive; the number of different pieces that it comprizes is two thoufand fix hundred 
and feven. The owner has caufed a table of them to be made with notes, which alone 
fills a large-folio. The pieces already publifhed in the extradfs given to the world re¬ 
lative to this peace, are carefully noted. 1 he greater part of thefe are not among his 
colledlion; this includes even the letters which had been intercepted and deciphered. 
A limilar fuite of manuferipts belonging to a Swedifli nobleman, who .acted a great part 
onthe/iageof the world between 1700 and 1727. The colledtion confifts of fix hun¬ 
dred and I'eventeen pieces, moflly jotters, the great part originals of Charles Xlf., Fred¬ 
eric I., the Queen Ulrica Elcanora, Lewis XV., .Staniflaus of Poland, his Queen, the 
Vr\ncd& Czartorifiy^ Cardinal Judiceiht Spanifh minfiler, of generals, and piu-ticularly 
Swedifh uiinilters; and befides the minutes of this nobleman himfelf, a table witfi 
notes. 

Thefe two colledlions form a fucceffion the more precious, from its containing ample 
memoirs of the two moft interefting epochs of the hiftory of Europe and Sweden. lii 
the courfe. of his travel.*, Mr. F. employed himfelf principally in foarch of hillorical pieces 
not in print in diff; rent libraries. Many were (hewn him, which he copied ; among 
others, the life of Cardinal Mazarin, in ihe Ricardian library at Florence. As lor ih^ 
library of the Vatican, he took particular account of all that it contained rolative to the 
hiftory of Sweden, from part of the manul'cripfs of Queen Cliriftina. The Pope had 
the unufual civility to caufe oxtra^s to be made for him from the archives, and gave biiu 
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copies of nearly four hundred papal bulls, bearing relalion to the political or religious 
affairs of Sweden, the originals of which, in the revolutions of time, had been loft. 
Thefe bulls begin with the twelfth century, and end with the reign of John III. Mr. 
de Fredenheim brought back with him many obfervations on the countries through 
which he travelled, particularly Italy, in maps, plans, drawings, and defcripiive books, 
with his own marginal notes. Different other manufeript deferiptions, and views drawn 
in his prefence on the fpots, are cither framed in his ftudy, or depofited in his port-folio. 
Among antique marbles; Hercules, Juno, Titus, Virgil. With thefe a numerous and 
ftill more feleft collection of geographical maps; Sweden and Italy perfectly complete, 
and many not yet printed. A map of South America, notwithftauding it is engraved, 
yet very fcarce, publifiied in 1775, in twelve large ftieets, with notes fufticient for an 
entire atlas. Medals', in the number, that of Anthony and Cleopatra, e?:tremely rare. 
A fucceffion in bronze, of a large fizc, e f the difterent Emperors, in excellent preferva- 
tion, &c. Adla pubHca between Sweden and other powers, printed at the period on 
which they occurred, comprizing more than forty volumes in folio. A feleCt library 
of fome thoufand volumes. Manul'cripts on the hiftory of Sweden. Engravings, par¬ 
ticularly Italian. Portraits of Swedes and remarkable perfons of all countries. Portrait 
of Guftavus Adolphus, taken from life. A manufeript life of Linnxus, noted and pre* 
fented by hintfelf to the father of the prefent owner, the Archbifhop of Upfal. Mr. 
de Fredenheim, during his refidence at Rome, by refearches he made, deterjnined the 
exaCt extent of the Forum Roraanum. He caufed a monument to be made in that 
country to the memory of his father, by Angelini the fculptor, in fine Carrara marble, 
which is placed in the cathedral at Upfal. In the piece. Religion marks the foul’s 
abode, and at the fame time points to 4 he urn fuppofed to contain the afliesof the deadj 
below on the pedeftal is a has relief, which reprefents the ArchbHhop foftering the 
fcicnces; the infeription is elegantly fimple: Carolo Frederica Menander eccl. Suegothica 
archiepifeopo pictas fiUi P. nat. 1712, ob. 1786. His tranflation of Tacitus into the 
Swedifh language is very highly efteemed. The lady of Mr. Fredenheim cultivates 
mufic with great fuccefs; fo that his houfe may be looked upon as the rendezvous of 
the fine arts. For our part we mult add, that it is equally the court of complaifance, 
and with the utmoft latisfaclion, here proclaim our gratitude for all the kindnefs we 
individually experienced, renewing at the fame time thofe cxpreffions of our regret fo 
often repeated before, at having refided fo long in Sweden before we made his ac¬ 
quaintance. 

Mr. Nordin, member of the academy of eighteen, paffes for the beft-informed man 
in Sweden, on what regards the hiftory and antiquities of his own country. He has 
compofed a work entitled, Direflorinm chronologico-diplomaticam Suecia, in two volumes. 
The earlieft diploma and other afts, which relate to Swedifh affairs, begin in 800. 
Thefe are letters of the Popes, the greater part of which are alluded to by different 
authors ; their names are indicated, as well as the part of their works w'herein mention 
of them is made. He is in poffeffion of many valuable manuferipts. Exemplar epijlo- 
larum Chrijlina ; a work WTitten by that Queen hcrfelf in her youth. It contains co¬ 
pies of letters in the Swedifh, German, Latin, and French languages, in imall foHe, 
three fourths margin.-—The ecclefiaftical ftatutes of Archbilliop EjMls of Lund, in 1124. 
Mention is made of this in the appendix of the laws of Scania in the Swedifh language. 
—A code of laws for the whole kingdom, a manufeript of 1347 on vellum, incom¬ 
plete: in this the Rufiic letter/A is found j it is in Swedifh, and never was printed, the 
clergy continually oppofing its abfolute recognition: this code was partly adopted in 
1444, and was in exiftence until 1734. Pri/cianus, a Latin grami^ar in manufeript^ in- 
’ VoL. VI. 3 H complete. 
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complete. A manufeript of 1227, on a ftieet of parchment j this is a letter of Pofie 
Gregory IX., addrefled generally to the Jacobin monks, and permitting them to have 
a cemetery for the burial of their dead; dated Peroufe, the loth of the Kalends of Fe¬ 
bruary,- the fecond year of his pontificate} the feal is on lead, and very well prel'erved; 
it reprrfents the heads of St. Peter and St. Paul, without the double keys.—Hiftory of 
Count d'U^eldi Grand-mailer of the kingdom of Denmark, an unique, which has never 
been printed.—Original code of Swedifh laws made by King Chriltopher of Bavaria, 
on vellum, almoft coippletc.—An abridgment of the ecclefiaftical hilloi-y of Sweden, 
from the origin of chriftianity in the kingdom to the prefent day, coinpofed 011 account 
of the celebrated jubilee this year of 1693, order of the moll pious and magnani- 
• mous King Charles XI., by P. de Beaumont j in form of a dialogue between Alitophile 
and Romain. Such is the head of a French manufeript, the fame as was prefented to 
Charles XIL, then Prince Royal^ it contains a dedication to Charles, the hereditary 
Prince of Sweden, in large quarto, thirty-fix pages, at Upfal, the aothJVIay 1693.— 
L’Hiftoire de France, by the fame Beaumont, continued to 1697: the fame volume 
comprizes a fuccinft abridgment of the hiftory of Germany, which fills nearly half the 
volume; k vs in quarto. —A copy of the journal of Charles XI. from 1676 to 1697; 
the original is in poffeffion of Count de Cronftedt, governor of Gefle.—^Hiftorical anec¬ 
dotes : SagOf in the Swedilh language, an Iceland manufeript; the name is Etgil^ fon 
of Skaldagrira. A marine chart in manufeript, made for Charles V. in 1540 ; molt 
particularly defigned for the Mediterranean fea. The plan of the city of Mexico, on vel¬ 
lum, the fame as was prefented to Charles V. by Alfonfo de Santa Cruz. IJrbs Tenux- 
litana is its title, which was the ancient name of that city: the jplan is coloured; the de- 
. dication to the Emperoris upon it. Mr. Nordin prefented a map of the world to the 
King made at that time, that is to fay in the reign of Charles V. Thefe maps are fup- 
pofed to have been taken at Prague by Count Koningfmark in 1648. 

Mr. Giaurwell, librarian to the King, poffel&s a fragment on the difeovery of Norway, 
which is the moft ancient manufeript that relates to the hiftory of the North: it was 
found in Iceland, tranfported to Denmark, and thence carried to Sweden *, the author 
is unknown, but from the fucceflion it gives of the ancient Princes of the northern 
countries up to the tenth century, it is conjedured.to be of that age. This fragment 
has been printed in a colleftion of the moft ancient monuments of the early hiftory of 
the North, publiftied by Bjoeurners, antiquary to the King of Sweden, Stockholm, 
1737, in folio. In compofing this edition, the piece was copied, which was depofited 
in the archives of the kingdom. The fame fragment was printed before in 1689, at 
Skalholt in Iceland.—A new Swedifh Teftament, Stockholm, 1526, JmalL folio, with a 
figure of Chrift for the frontifpiece, and the arms of Guftavus Vafa at the end.— A 
Swedilh Bible, 2 vols. in folio, Upfal, 1541. John III., fon of Guftavus Vafa, being 
defiEbus of introducing anew the Catholic religion into Sweden, made ufe of two litun- 
gies, one printed in I.atin and one in Swedilh, the firft at Stockholm, in folio, 1576, the 
other alfoin Stockholm, in ^to. in. 1589 ; both were proferibed by Charles IX., and are 
extremely rare; both, however, are in the colleftion of Mr. GioeurwelJ. Mr. Charles 
Guftavus Warmboltz, aulic counfellor of His Swedilh Majefty, has occupied himfelf more 
fully on the.hiftory and hiftorians of Sweden than any other perfon ; his work is after 
the plan of Lelong on the hiftoriani of France; it is in the Swedifh language, with hif- 
torical and critical remarks by Mr. Deivarm. The fifth volume appeared at Stockholm 
in 1790, in %vo. The manufeript i|i 15 vols. folio, written by the author, is in the hands 
of tne editor, Mr. Gioeurwell. The five volumes already printed, reach as far as the 
fifth of Uie manuficript. This author was bom at Stockholm in 1713, and died on his 
>3 own 
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own eftate of Chrirtiernholm in 1785. He had a fine library, and in courfe of a long 
refidence there, compofed this work. At his death, he confided to Mr. Gioeurwell the 
manufcript and edition. He had travelled a great deal, fojourning the longeft in Hol¬ 
land j he married a French woman at the Hague,' Marpierite Janicou^ daughter of a 
minifier of the Landgrave of Hefle Cafiel, known by his letters on the United Provinces. 
His libraryoonfifiedof fix thoufand volumes; thofe which regarded hifiory were bought 
by Mr. Gioeurwell, who has augmented their number. 

Guftavus III., an enlightened proteftor of the arts, invited artifts of great merit to 
Sweden; it may be boldly advanced that the kingdom is indebted to him for the 
poffeffion of a Serye//, a Defprhy Mafrellier,Uc, What clearly verifies this aflertion, 
the Swedes themfelves, far from attrafting great artifts, did not even profit by their 
prefence, or give them any encouragement; they were never employed by any but the 
King ; and we have no doubt that iince his death they will have abandoned a country 
which will no longer afford them any refources, a court which, from its fyftem of eco¬ 
nomy, (certainly well imagined,) will look upon, as foolifhly expended, thofe fums re- 
quifite for the recompenfe and encouragement of genius. 

We lhall now take a view of the artifts of Stockholm, whofe talents appear to us to 
lay claim in a greater or lefs degree to public efteem. 

Mr. Serge//, a Swede, is the moft celebrated fculptor of the prefent day; Canova^ a 
Venetian, being the only one in any degree comparable to him. This artift is in high 
eftimation ; the King frequently reforts to his work-ftiop, in which he is imitated by the 
nobility, and even the ladies; but thefe vifits have become fo tirefome that his door is 
frequently clofed; fo that it will not be amifs for any one defirous of feeing him to ad- 
vife of his intention before hand. He is employed on the ftatue in bronze, defigned by 
the citizens in honour of their King : the model of the proportions of which was fhewn 
to us; the King is upright, as if walking, his left hand leaning on the rudder of a fhip, 
(an attribute which accords equally with the fpecies of victory obtained by him, as with 
his having the condudf of affairs fince the revolution;) and in his right hand an olive 
branch, the fymbol of peace: it fronts the church on the fide next the caftle, with its 
back to the fea, very near to which it is placed ; thus wearing the appearance of being 
juit landed and bringing peace to his people. The height of the ftatue is to be eleven 
feet; the fculptor has varied as little as poflible from the Swedifli coftume, which, 
thanks to the cloak, has a very good effeft ; he has only taken fmall licenfe in altering 
the manner in which it is faftened. This ftatue, which he experts will be finilhed in 
1796, is full of grace and life. In his work-lhop we faw the group of Cupid and 
Plyche in marble, large as life, defigned for the. King, who means to place it at Haga. 
This is one of the fineft pieces of modern fculpture; Plyche is on her knees before 
Cupid; the poignard and lamp by his fide dcfignate the inftant chofen by the artift. 
At fil ft he intended that Cupid fhould have turned his head afide in repulfing Piyche; 
it would have rendered the work more eafy; the expreflion of his countenance as look¬ 
ing on Pfyche, however difficult to give, was preferred, and is admirably conceived by 
Mr. Sergell: Cupid regards Pfyche with a cold and tranquil difdain, fuch as is fuitable 
to an oftended deity. The two figures are naked, and the whole of the group poljfeffes 
ttriking beauties j it is a niafter-piece which well deferves minute attention : it was ori¬ 
ginally intended for Madame du 'Barry. The farSe groupe was executed on a fmall- 
fcale for Baron Armfeldt, to whom His Majefty made a prefent of it, and for the Duke 
d’lnfantado. The price of the fmall work is 1000 rix-dollars. Mr. Sergell had alfo 
two beautiful bulls in his fhop, the one of Guftavus Vafa, the other of Guftavus Adol¬ 
phus, ordered formerly by the King of France; not knowing any longer to whom to 
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addrefs himfelf on account of them, he prefervcs them until a more favourable oppor¬ 
tunity may allowof their proceeding to their uelliuation. Events having happened to an¬ 
nul every fuch expeftation, we are ignorant of what has become of them *, A buft in 
has relief of the Prince royal is the moll; ftriking refemblance that polTibly can be. It would 
be difficult to find an eltablifliment more commodious or more complete than that oc¬ 
cupied by this artifl; he has fome charming paintings, moftly of the French fchool; 
he places great value on the head of an old man, by Guido, and a Cupid playing with 
a Satyr, by Carlo Cignani. The figure of Love is beautiful. He is in polfellion of an 
antique ftatue of a fawn which he prizes highly; it is (landing with its legs acrofs, lean¬ 
ing againfl: the trunk of a tree, at the foot of which lays a young child; the head as well 
as the right arm have been repaired,the remainder is in the highed prefervation. Pdr.Ser- 
gell joins to his eminent talent for execution,that of converfing on his art in the moft en¬ 
gaging and inftruftive riianner; and what in our eft^rii is a great merit, he fpeaks with 
equal complaifance to artifts, and thofe who have po other title to his notice than a de¬ 
fire of information or mere curiofity; a fingular ifierit even among artills of the fecond- 
ary ftamp, much more in a man of fuch fuperior abilities. 

Mr. Defprhi a Frenchman, a painter and architedl; the King meeting with him at 
Rome in 1784, engaged him in his fervice. He has the fuperintendance of the feenery 
and dreffes of the opera, of every thing conftrufted by His Majefty, and at this inftant 
of the building of the new' palace of Haga. This artift poffeflTes the richeft and moft 
lively imagination, and is even reproachable for the too great diverfity he introduces in 
fuch little fpace. He has painted a large piece reprefenting the battle of the Crotoniates 
and Sybarites, in poffeffion of the King. He is at prefent employed in painting the 
principal actions of the war in Finland. The following are the whole: the naval bat¬ 
tle at Hogland, on the 17th July 1788 ; Porufalmi, on the 6th June 1789; Uttifmalm, 
28th June 1789} Parkumacki, 21ft July 1789; the affair of Valkiali, 29th April 
179OJ Pardakofki, 30th April 1790 j the barracks of Kettis, in May 1790; Pelli- 
macki, 5th May 1790; the battle of Fredericfliamra, 15th May 1790; the retreat 
from Wybourg, 3d July 1790 ; and the battle of Svenkfund, 9th and loth July 1790. 
Mr. Defpr^s is likewife charged with the ereflion of the intended obelifk at Haga, 
where the model in wood is to be feefl, and generally of whatfoever relates to the archi- 
teflure of that palace ; he has moreover been drawing-mafter to the Prince-royal ever 
fince 1791. 

Mr. Mafrelier, a Frenchman, a charming artift in drawing, is the author of all the 
defigns of the pavillion of Haga, and has executed them with a degree of perfeftion 
which does him the greateft honour. He is poffeffed of exquifite tafte : it is a great 
pity that an artift of fuch excellence fhould be without pupils to affift him ; for want of 
them he is obliged to draw the outlines, and give the different (hades; his pupils after¬ 
wards copy very well, and apply the colouring. As this artift moft commonly works 
inmorifeo, or pidlures which ferve for the internal decorations gf apartments, fome judg¬ 
ment may be formed of the extent of his labiuirs : in one piece there are frequently 
from one to two hundred figures, Mr. Mafrelier was eleven years in Italy, and has 
brought thence an immenfiry of drawings, taken on the fpot, and which are well wor¬ 
thy of infpedion. Many of thefe views have been very little regarded. He has a bro¬ 
ther who is a carver; for the fake 6f difpatch he makes ufe of a procefs which imitates 
calls in a very nice manner, and is much more oeconoinical; this confifts in the employ¬ 
ment of a paifte which hardens of itfelf, receiving whatever impreffion may be fancied, 

• We have rcafoa to believe they have been purchafed by the Emprefs of Ruilla. 

and 



yORTlA^S TRAVELS IN SWEDEN. 421 

and being fufceptible of taking any colour. It looks extremely well when gilt, and on 
it the gilding is capable of high polifh. This fecret he learned at Pjfi-is, and hitherto it 
has perfe£lly well I’ucceeded. Toung^ who fhall be mentioned prefcntly, pretends that 
wood ought to have the preference; the former, however, is cheaper, more eafily re¬ 
paired, more fufceptible of receiving any form, and has in fa£l precifely the fame effedl 
as wood. This procefs moreover is in high elliniation with the King, ever anxious for 
the completion of his fancies, as it gratifies them with greater promptitude. The work- 
fliop of this artill is on the ground floor of the caftle, in the pavillion of the library : he 
employs very few workmen. 

Mr. Toungy an excellent carver, has a fund of tafte, and a perfect comprehenfion of 
every thing that regards the decoration of apartments. We favv him intent on orna¬ 
menting- the exterior of an organ; his work was beautifully dciigned, and executed 
with aftonilhing exaditude. He has a number of fcholars to inlinicl in this line, in 
which the Swedes excel, as well as in gilding on wood. 

Mr. Guilberty an engraver, is employed in engraving all the medals of the prefent 
reign in copper. This colledlion, already very numerous, cannot be complete until 
the death of His Majefty, who referves for himfelf the plates and proofs, fo that it is no 
eafy matter to procure them; they are rather harlhly engraved. The vignettes from 
defigns of Mr. Mafrelier are principally in the befl; ftyle; each plate is to have an ex¬ 
planation, on two columns, in French and Swedifli. The engraver of the medals is 
Mr. Fehrmann ; he is a good artift, but not equal to his predeceflbr. The collection 
of the lafl; reign is confiderable on account of medals being ftruck on occafion of the 
mofl: trifling events, fuch even as by no means deferved commemoration. 

Mr. Martins is engraving the views of Stockholm : many are completed: he after- 
w'ards illuminates them j they are fold at about 2} ducats each. Tiiey clearly evince 
the precipitation with which this artift works; being very incorrefl: and badly finiflied ; 
neverthelefs, as he is not void of genius and tafte, they are plcafing and have a good 
efieft. 

Mr. Bredoy the younger, has been in England : his portraits afford hopes of his ex¬ 
celling at fome future period in this line. His father has fome pictures ; among the 
moll remarkable are the portrait of La Fofey hyRigaud. A defign, attributed to Raphael, 
reprefenting the fubmerfion of Pharaoh ; this is a very valuable piece, and came from 
the cabinet of Mr. Crozat. A fca piece, by T. Wouvermans. The maflacre of the 
innocents, a pretty flcetch, by Peter de Cordone. Two fine portraits by Francis Halle. 
Two fea pieces by Simonini the Venetian ; thefe two pictures have great merit, and arc 
very rare of their kind, this artift having painted fcarcely any thing but battles. The 
flight into Egypt, by Guido, in his belt ftyle, very dark: it poflefles a fund of beauty. 
Cain and Abel, faid to be by Hndrexv Sacchi. An old woman wanning her hands, a 
fmall picture, accurately fiuiflied, which the owner afl'urcs is by G. Dozv, notwithftand- 
ing it bears the name of G. Schalbe/iy which is vifiblc. A fine portrait of Alerian, a 
painter and burgomafter in Holand, by himfelf, 

Mr. Graaff is one of the beft portrait painters in Stockholm ; he has the reputa¬ 
tion of taking exaft likeneifes. We yet have feen at his houfe the portraits of the King, 
and feveral perfons of our acquantance, which bore not the leaft reieniblance. His pen¬ 
cil is far from poflefllng any delicacy j and in any other country he would be efteemed 
an ordinary painter. 

Mr. Pafeb is a portrait painter, in high efteem in this country j he has alfo the cha- 
rafter of giving very exaft refemblances. 

Mr.. 
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Mr. Adanu works at the larger calls in bronze, under the infpcfllon of Mr. Sergell: 
it was in his work>ihop, which communicates with that of Mr. Sergei), that the (latue of 
Guftavus Adolphus fof which we fhall (liortiy fpeak) was chizelted. This artill works 
ill bronze in the molt elegant and finilhed manner. The King poflelTes fome works of 
this defeription which would do honour to the bed artids in this line in France. 

Mr. Rhun^ a young Swede, is an excellent workman in bronze; he has made four 
candelabras for the King, which are of the highed tade and mod admirable dnilh. 

Mr. Pilau, a Swedilh painter, was, in 1791, direftor of the academy. This artid, 
already advanced in years, was employed on a large pidure of nine feet by eighteen, re- 
jirefenting the coronation of His Majedy: it was not then completed. He fliewed us 
dome defigns of the highed finifli, particularly one reprdenting the parliament of Vafa 
receiving its regulations from the King upon its edablilhment. This painter has been 
much employed in Denmark. 

Mr. Lawrrwf, a Swede, well known at Paris, where he refided a number of years. 
Many engravings have been taken of this painter’s works: they are in high elteem. 
His dyle is very graceful, and replete with tade. 

Mr. HollhUtd, a Swede, is famous for his Ikilful manner of redoring damaged paint¬ 
ings. He had a number belonging to Count Brahd, one of which was Judith, holding 
the fword in her hand with which flte has cut off Holofemes’ head. Mr. Mafrelier 
edimates it a work of Caravaggio. The head of Judith is beautiful. The baptifm of 
Clovis, a large pifture of no great merit. There is another at Stockholm for fale, re- 
prefenting the fame fubje£l, which is much fuperior; it belongs to Count de la Gardie. 
It is prefumable that Mr. Hollblad ufes a fiinilar procefs with Picault at Paris; however 
this may be he has been eminently fuccefsful: from a number of proofs of this we Ihall 
cite but one; he has taken a ceiling painted on a wall, twenty-one ells long by fourteen, 
and fixed it in perfeflion on canvas. 

Mr Hillerjlraum, a painter in Adolphus Frederic’s fquare*, on the fouth fide. In 
this fquare it was (the fame as was ufed for the caroufals) that the King, on occafion of 
the peace of 1790, difmilled the citizens of Stockholm who had volunteered for the 
proieiition of the town in abfence of the regular troops. This artid, in a pidlure 
which he liasin his houfe, has reprefented this ceremony with excellent effe£l. It was 
intended for the city, but doubtlefs he will take a copy of it, the King, as is fuppofed, 
intending to have this. Mr. Ilillerdrocum is in poffeffion of a number of works of dif- 
I’ereat deferiptions, among others of a likenefs of his daughter, with a mark on her bo- 
ioin, where file was ftruck by lightning, without receiving any injury; we enquired if 
the mark remained yet as reprefented in the painting, die affured us it did not; as (he 
was a very pretty girl we willingly would have had other proof befides her fimple affer- 
tion. This artill inhabited the houfe of a perfon who died but a iliort time before, 
leaving btJtind him a magnificent collection of pidurcs, of which we were unable to 
get fight, as they had been packed up to be fent to England for I'ale. It is a very 
iiandlbme houfe, and was planned to have five-and-forty windows in the front looking 
on the fquare; but it was fcarcely more than half erefled, and whether it will now be 
finillied or no appears doubtful. 

Private cabinets 9 .ve \oYy few in number, as the reader,will be enabled to judge by 
the enumeration of the whole, comprizing even thofe of medals, Hones, &c. 

* In the neighbouthood cjf this 1‘quarc is the prifon for debtors, where it is rather a difficult matter for a 
perfon to gain admittance merely for the fatisfaftion of his curiofity ; it is however but little deferving of 
attention. 

Cabinet 
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Cabinet ef Count Brabi. This contains fome paintings, three or foitr of which only 
are deferving of mention. The Magdalen reclined on a mat rolled up at one end, lean¬ 
ing on her elbow, with a book in her hand; a light veil of blue and white thrown over 
her, ferving, with her long loofe hair, which is very handfome, in part to cover her, is 
very graceful. This picture is attributed to Mi^ard, and is fuppofed to be the likenefs 
of the miftrefs of fome one of the Kings of France. David ereft, holding in his hand 
the head of Goliah, of natural fize; he wears a red cap, in which are two feathers, the 
one white the other yellow : this is laid to be by Guido Reni ; but is a copy of that in the 
capitol, and has nothing fuperior to boaft. Our Saviour and the Holy Virgin in a build¬ 
ing, with an afs and two cows or bulls, by J. Jordaens, in 1652, an original. Our Sa- 
vious paying tribute; a much efteemed piece, the heads in it are beautiful. 

Mr. Bolander, a painter, has a piftureof the Virgin, with the infant Jefus and St.John, 
which h'fi pretends is by Raphael, and formerly belonged to the Countefs Koningfmaik; 
although many doubt its authenticity, the painting is certainly good, and mucii in that 
painter’s ftyle. He pofielles likewife a game piece by Snyders, with that mafter’s like¬ 
nefs, in a corner of the piflure, done by Rubens, and fome other lefs valuable pieces. 

Cabinet of the Bank. In the building belonging to the bank is to be feen a hand- 
I'ome colleftion of medals, almolt entirely Swedifo, contained m two hundred and twen¬ 
ty drawers; it is nearly complete : fome, but a very fmall number, are foreign, 'I’he 
mod ancient, the authenticity of which is indifputable, is a very fmall one of Eric IX, 
in 1150. A medal of John II. in 1497, never publilhed. A rix-dollarof Sten Sture, 
1512, very rare. A very rare medal reprefenting Charles Guftavus on one fide, on the 
reverie Dei Gratia et Chrijiina Rex, 1654; another was ftruck which has for legend, 

Deoct Chrijiind. A medal of Brahe, 1665, very rare. A very confiderable and al- 
moll perfeft colleflion of medals of famous private charaflers. This colletlion was begun 
and fold to the Bank by Prefident Rolasnb. Its directors continue it. The ftrufture of the 
bank was begun in 1668, under the reign of Charles IX. 

The bank tends money on fecurity of moveables and merchandize at four per cent.; 
every year two per cent, of its capital is paid off. There are nine coramifliiries who 
have the direflion of its affairs, three from the clafs of nobles, and as many from that of 
the citizens, and as many of the clergy. Of one of thefe it is requifue you fhould 
afk permiflion to view the medals. 

Meffrs. Grill and Charles de Geer poffefs fine colleflions of Swedifh medals. Mr. de 
Geer hasonein gold of Sten Sture, which is exceedingly rare; Mr. Grill one, laid to 
be of Odin, which is however thought to be Armenian. Thefe two cabinets we did not 
fee. Mr. Grill, after having treated* us very courteoufly at Suderfors, felt hiinfelf un¬ 
der no obligation of repeating his civility at Stockholm. As for Mr. Geer we made no 
attempts to feek a favour at his hands. There are people to whom a man is ioth to be 
under obligation. Our thanks might have been fupcrfiuous to a man who Ihews him- 
felf fo grateful to the King for the many favours bellowed on him, and whofe opinions, 
unfortunately for us, were’fo much at variance with our own. 

Mr. Qjuijl has adopted a fyftem of clalTification entirely novel,, in the department of 
precious Itones, and which bears no refemblance to that hitherto ufed. He pays no 
refpeft to colour, but only to the weight, lhape,. and hardnefs. He has given a detail of 
his fyftem in the memoirs of the academy for 1768. His colleclion is contained in a 
very fmall cabinet, and is worthy of notice on account of the novel manner of its clafli- 
fication. The firft place is afligned to white diamonds, and diamonds of all colours, as 
well in the rough as cut;—^next, rubies and fapphires, among thefe is an afieria, in 
which, on holding it to the fun, you diilinguifli a liar : opals, one called the ]^v;/;iu(, is 
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with the exception of its fellow, in poflelTion of theEinpex'or, an unique, it Weighs about 
two carats : topazes, rough rubies, rough emeralds, chryfdlites, beryls, aigucs marines 
in the rough, as well as cut: garnets and hyacinths; amethyfts, chryftals; he protends 
that amethyfts are only coloured chryftals. Chryfopafes tranfparent quartz from Fin- 
land. Cat’s eyes. Cornalines. Onyx, fardines, agates; which however he ranks in 
the firft clafs. Jafper, malachites, opals; amethyfts, toarmalins, and other ftoncs ai-e 
not yet clafled. Mr. Quift poffefles a piece of rcgulus of antimony found in Sweden, 
extremely rare, fo much fo, that none is any longer to be found. He has adjoining to 
his houfe, a pretty confiderable extent of ground, and a terrace which commands the 
fea, whence is a moft fuperb view, fuch even as much furpafles the mod celebrated in 
point of extent and piQiurefque elFeft. It is in itfelf enough to induce a traveller to go 
fo the extremity of the fouthern fuburbs along the fea, where it is fituated, even fliould 
he be void of curiofity of examining the colledion of ftoncs. 

Mr. Daniel George Nefcbcr, of Queen’s-ftreet, poflefles a curious and fingular collec¬ 
tion of portraits of Kings and individuals of Sweden, of all ages ; it confills of about 
four thoufand pieces; at moft, no more than fifty are wanting to render it perfedly 
complete. What renders this colledion ftill more interelling, the proprietor has writ¬ 
ten at the bottom of each of the portraits of individuals, an account of his life. We 
noticed with furprife, that many Swedes had never heard either of Mr. Nefcher, or his 
colledion. 

Thus have we given the whole we have to notice of private cabinets, and believe we 
have omitted nothing of intereft : the number muft needs be confidered very trifling ; 
yet have we to obfeiwe, that the Swedilh nobility being in general very poor, and very 
ill informed, it is hot aftoniffiing that valuable cabinets fliould be lefs frequent here than 
elfewhere j the firft: reafon alone appears to us unanfwerable. 


Chap. VI.'--Churches.—Public Edifices.—Siatucs of Sovereigns. — Arfenal.—Park of 

Artillery. — Prifons. 

THE churches of -Stockholm, confidered as edifices, deferve no attention : the two 
follow'ing are the only ones worthy of being vifited. 

Riddcnjholm Church. It is far from handfome, but it may be well to fee it, on ac¬ 
count of its being the place of interment of the kings, a number of the principal families 
in Sweden, and all the knights of the order of the Seraphim. At the extremity of the 
church, befoi-c (he altar, are the tombs of Canafefon and Magnus Ladulos, between 
them is a fmall clofed coffer, containing the ftatutes of the order of the Seraphim. 
Guftavus Adolphus is inhumed in the vicinity, but no monument is yet ereded to his 
memory ; it was then under the workman’s hands. In a chapel are Charles XII. with 
his.club and lion’s fkin, in bronze gilt. On a bier of black marble, Frederic I. and 
Oueen Ulrica Eleanor. In another very fmall chapel railed a few fteps, is the great 
Banner^'born in 1601, died in 1641: in another fpot, Fortenjon^ born in 1603, died 
in 1651, and the tombs of.the Ferfens, the Levenhaupt, and other families. Gufta¬ 
vus III. in 1791, formed the projed of building a rotunda for the Kings, on a plan by 
Defpres. 

The Church of Queen Chrifiina. This is in the form of a crofs, with a rotunda in 
the middle, rather pretty, and very neat; at the principal altar iS a bas-relief in plafter, 
by Scrgell, reprefenting the afeenfion ; it has a very fine eft’ed. A monument in lead 
by the lame hand, railed in 1770 to the memory of Defcartes, by the late King, then 

8 Prince 
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Prince Royal. In the cemetry, the place is ftill pointed out where his body was firft 
depofitcd, before it was fent to France. 

The Exchange. A pretty building near the caftle, on the market place; the mer- 
■chants affeinble on the ground floor, which is adorned with the bulls of Baron de Sparre, 
High Governor of Stockholm, and Mr, Alftroeuiner, a celebrated merchant; above is 
a long gallery, wherein public balls are given every fortnight on Sundays, the price of 
ailmittance is 24 (killings each perfon : the court is generally prefent. The academy 
"of eighteen holds alfo its public (ittings here. 

The Hall of the Nobles is in a large fquare, by the fide of Ridderholm (the ifland of 
knights)} the building is handfome, the ftaircafe of noble appearance. The ground 
floor contains the portraits of the marlhals of the diet from 1632, in number twenty- 
eight ; thofe of the diets of 1786 and 1789, were not yet there : the hall in which the 
nobles allemble is on the (irft (lory, it is tolerably handfome, notwithftanding its only 
ornament is the efcutcheons of the nobility which cover its walls. Thofe of the moft 
ancient families are placed at the c.vtremity, the others by gradation of anceftry, on the 
right aiid left up to the door, where thole of the earlieft exaltation are placed. The 
C.ount do Brahe occupies the moft eminent ftation *. .It is in this hall that the monarch 
gave i)roof of much addrefs.and prefence of mind at the diet of 1789. 

The Town-Houfe. The court of the magiftrates, at which the burgomafters prefide, 
is held here; the hall has nothing in it remarkable, 'fhe portraits of the high gover. 
nors, and feveral pleafing views of the neighbourhood of Stockholm, drawn by Mar* 
tyns, being the only objefts of notice. 

Statue 0/ Gufiavxts Vafa (fub pedej. This is a bronze on the fquare of the nobles, 
and before their manfion; it was creded by the body of the nobility, although, as 
its infeription imports, this mark of reverence was not am>rded till after the lapfe of two 
centuries ; it was executed by the French archbijliop, and pofTefTes nothing ftriking. 

F.qncjlr 'tan Statue of Gujlavus Adolphus. This is before the opera houfe, 1 n the north¬ 
ern fquare: it was creded the 15th May, 1791 ; the cxpencc of tranfporting it from 
the workfliop of the fculptor to the place where it (lands, notwithftanding the fliortnefs 
of the diftance, was 6000 rix-dollars. The proportions of the horfe and ftatue are 
precifely the fame as thofe of the ftatue of Henry IV. now thrown down at Paris. Its 
whole weight is 150 fchippunds f. Behind it, below the ftatue, a large trophy is to be 
raifed, on which the bucklers and arms of the different people conquered by Guftavus 
Adolphus, are to be ranged ; around it will be placed medidlions, reprefenting the five 
principal generals of this Prince: Danner, Tortenfon, James de Langardie, Horn, and 
Saxe JVeimar. They are finilhed (the whole by the arclsbiflsop'), except the ornaments 
below, and what remains'to be fixed, which latter are by Sergell, who gave the defign, 
and has taken upon himfelf its completion. Below is to be the ftatue of Oxenftiern, 
didaiing the life of the King to hiftory, which altogether, when finillied, will have a 

• His father was beheaded ih 1756, on account of being a chief of the confpiracy formed in favour of 
the King : the fon has not inherited the fentiments of his father, for he lias conftanily acted in oppofition 
to Giiitaviis Iir., notwithltaiidiiig his being indebted to that Monnicli for his recognition as firft Count in 
Sweden, and notwithdanding the exilleiice of a Brahe depended on a marked and very poveesful protection. 
What perhaps, without excufing him, may render Irira lefs culpable, is the aflurance of his being eukd and 
peiTuadcd by his wife to follow a line of conduft no ways glorious for his reputation ; it is alfo fit we 
flundd remark here, that Madame de Brahi, a poor provincial gentlewoman, dellincd apparently to vegetate 
in ohfcuiity, has to thank the King for her being brought to court, and afterwards married to the firft 
noble of the land. On tlfis fubjedl we Ihatl make no reflexions, leaving to the reader to c.oihment 011 fuch 
condudl as he will, 

i' Vide table of weights, 25,500 lbs. EngTifli, 
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very fine effeQ:. The ftatue, as it is at prefent, is not void of grace; it appeared to us 
in the workfhop, to much lefs advantage. It feems extraordinary, that the fcarf of 
Guftavus Adolphus fljould hang from the left to the right; as it is defigned to hide 
the fword, we‘conceived that theobjefl: of the artift was not effected; the pedeftal is of 
granite. The adventurers who have fet on foot the manufadture of Dalicarlian por¬ 
phyry, being defirous of affording it a cortfpicuous difplay, offered to undertake it at the 
fame price, but this offer was not accepted, the rcafon why we cannot concdve, as it 
would have been much more handfomej for in fliort, as to quantity, if net always for* 
beauty, granite in Sweden is as frequent as common done clfewhere. 

The Arfenal. It formerly was in the neighbourhood of North place; at prefent it is 
transferred to Fredericlhoff, at the park gate, where the Queen Dowager refided, and 
where thofe noblemen were confined, who were arrefted by the King during the diet of 
1789. The building has tw'enty-nine windows in front, by four deep; it is compofed 
of two wings, forming a right angle. On entering, (the fecond ftory,) you find a hall 
in which the Kings of Sweden are feen on horfeback in armour, refembling the Kings 
of England in the fame ftile, in the tower of London ; the helmet of Guftavus Adol¬ 
phus, of an enormous weight, and a great number of colours taken at Narva; in 
another fmall chamber round a turning, a number of arms formerly ufed, and fonie 
fmall pieces of anillery, with which Charles XII. aniufed himfelf when a child. A 
model of the new bayonet, twenty-three inches long *. Others not fo long, fword-edged, 
for the dragoons (the murquets of the dragoons are four feet four inches in length, and 
weigh eight pounds). Hats and cartridge boxes. A fecond hall, furniflted with 
Saxon colours taken by Charles XII., together with fome Ruffian. A third hall con¬ 
tains the colours taken from the Ruffian fleet at Fredericffiam. A boat built by Peter tft. 
taken on its paflage from Saardam. In a fourth hall, colours taken by Guftavus Adol¬ 
phus, and one taken from the Saxons by Charles XII.’s own hand, in 1703. A gene¬ 
ral’s ftaff of’the Calmucks, taken by Charles XII., together with cymbals and drums. 
A gallery communicating with this hall, containing all the infignia neceffary at a coro¬ 
nation-, chairs, furniture, &c. Dreffes and equipages for carroufalsj a gilt fledge, pre- 
fented by Maria Therefa. At each extremity are three fmall apartments. In the firft 
are portraits of Swedilh generals, and materials requifite at carroufals. The fecond muf- 
quets, piftols, poinards, and other Angular weapons: the fword of Charles XI.; that 
of Charles XII., not too heavy, a very handfome double fufil, prefented to Charles XI. 
by Louis XIV. The third, Turkifli prefents of houfings and horfe accoutrements; the 
horfe equipage of feveral Kings, enriched with pearls. In a wardrobe, the gloves wbrn 
by Charles XII. when he was fhot t, his fafli, (four feet four inches in length), his plain 
hat: the Ihot was received juft’ below the button. A coat of coarfe blue cloth, with 
plain copper buttons. A very fine fhirt without ruffles, ftained with blood below the 
collar. A pair of leather breeches with ten pockets. A blue cloak, three feet eight 
inches long, no more than two inches longer than the coat. Very fhbrt boors. The 
fourth is a fmall apartment, containing the fliields of ancient fangs, and arms of earlier 

* Thefe bayonet* will be efteeined fomewhat too long; they hare been in ufe among the Swede* only 
fince the laft war. Thepradlice to which they are accuilomed, of charging the Ruffian* with the bayonet, 
(a manaovre in which they have alnaoit conftantly fncceeded,) called for an encreafe of the length ofthi* 
weaiJOD. ' s 

t We vifited this arfenal in company with a Ruffian general, whofc grandfather ferved in the army of 
Charles XIL Notwithftanding he waa attached to a different power, and had himfelf recently been op- 
pofed to the Swede*. General P—n took hold of Charle*’* glove and kilfcd it with refpeft, ohferving, “ I 
do homage to the memory of a brave man." 


times- 
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times. 'The Ihirt worn by Gaftavus Adolphus when wounded in the neck at Defehau. 
The breeches he wore’when (hot in the thigh in Pruflia, with feveral parts of his drefs. 
In a fifth, ancient arms; the ftuftetl (kin of the horfe on which Gu!tavus Adolphus 
rod at the battle of Lutzen. The fucceeding apartments are full of faddles and equi- 
pages for carroufals; in one are the arms of the different provinces. The number of 
colours in this arfenal is immenfe: the firft ftory is a counterpart of the fccond ; here 
the mufquets are kept, apparently to us, in very indifferent order: as wc faw them at 
the conclufion of a war, there were confequently very few of them new. All the 
apartments, and,even the veftibules, were full of bales of cloth for the foldiers. 

Nofe.-^ln order to be allowed the infpeftion of this part of the arfenal, permifllon 
tnuft be obtained from the prefiding general. 

Park of Artillery. The place in which it is kept is very handfome, enclofed by three 
fides of buildings three (lories high; a fourth fide is to be built to complete the fquare. 
The great pile of buildings fronting the entrance, contains the artillery and its perti¬ 
nencies, fuch as carriages, &c. In the third (lory are the tents, Uz. Of the two other 
piles of building, one is fet apart for the harnefs of horfes, faddles, bridles, &c ; the 
other ferves for worklhops. In the court are kept balls, bombs, mortars, and cannon 
without carriages. The number of cannon was inconfiderable, the whole of the batter¬ 
ing train being left in Finland. Each batallion has one fix-pounder and two three- 
pounders when they take the field, with four men on horfeback to each fix-pounder, 
and two to each piece of three pounds. The men do not difmount when the cannon is 
fired, but merely open from before its* mouth. The quantity of powder ufed is always 
equal to half the weight of the ball; this however is well underftood to be more than 
fufficient, its ftrength being fuch as to make three eighths enough; it coils the King 
10 rix dollars the cwt. The mufquets, five rix-dollars i6 (killings. There are three 
manufatfures of them, Norkiccuping,Nortelje, and Sceuderhamn, to the north of Gefle. 
We faw in the court a Polilh cannon of brafs, terminating in a fquare, it appears to 
have burft, and been tied together with cords. The workmanlhip of it is fingular; it 
is not ufed. There are twelve companies of artillery at Stockholm, confifting of nine 
hundred and fixty men j they are difperfed over the town in fuch manner, that the of¬ 
ficers are not obliged to have a general review of them more than once a month. There 
are eight artillerymen to each tent, but no more than fix foot foldiers, however their 
tents are fmaller. In order to Tec the park, you muft get allowance from General S/m- 
the commanding officer, 

^Prifom. Thefe are three in number: that which we faw in the north fuburba is 
fmall; it is very near the large afylum for orphans. The crown allows two (killings 
daily for the maintenance of each prifoner. The prifons are built of brifck, and are 
vaulted. We faw fdme men who had fetters on their legs, but this was not for punilh- 
ment but fecurity's fake; they take an airing twice daily. Their rooms are very neav, 
w'e entered all of them,^ and particularly one in which were two men under capit.''! 
charges for murder and forgery, one of whom had already been fentenced; their coun¬ 
tenance was tranquil, notwithftanding their apartment was the condemned hold. The 
whole guard confifted of a baggage-mafter and two foldiers *. Thefe prifons have not 
that (hocking appearance which prifons almoft generally have. 1 he greateft puniihment 

* Upon thi* occafion, we could but refleft on tlie difference of national clisraftcr*. In France, a prifon 
no belter guarded, wtfltld. iiilUmly be broket with u» both an internal and external guard are iiectl'- 
(ary, good locks, and Rout gratings. In fpite even of thefe precautions, how frequent are att^emptS to 
ei’eape, and how often do they fuccced ! This is not the only opportunity afforded us of making fimilar 
redcctioBS. 
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in the prifon, is keeping the offender on bread and water, but this is never for a greater 
fpace of time than eight and twenty days, as it has been proved, that in fo cold a cli¬ 
mate, there would be danger of culprits perifhing in cafe of longer abftinence from 
fubftantial food, a matter more neceffary in the North, than in warm, or even temperate 
climates. 


Chap. and Mad Uoufes. 

THE hofpital or lazaretto at Koti^Jholm^ is capable of containing one hundred and fifty 
fick, forty.fix of which are maintained gratuitoufly; the reft pay two rix-dollars pen 
month, and fix if they have an apartment to themfelves; when we faw it it contained 
no more than forty-nine patients; they always fleep by themfelves. The funds of the 
hofpital are no more than 40,000 rix-dollars Rikfens *; the fick on their entrance are 
clothed in the linen and drefs of the hofpital, their own being reftored to them upon 
their departure; their linen is changed every week, and oftener if it be nccefl'ary. 
There is a principal phyfician, who is at the fame time direftor, a fecond phyfician, and 
commonly three furgeons; if more be neceffary, the affiftance of the young ftudents is 
called for, who attend the hofpital for inftrudion. The anatomical theatre is at Ridder- 
Iiolm, and the fchool of furgery in the South; thus do thefe eftablifhments form pre- 
cifely a triangle, which appears to us a poor contrivance. The internal maladies, which 
are moft common, are inflammatory fevers; there are many cafes of the venereal dif- 
eafe, and hemorrhoidal fiftulas: thofe afflifted ‘with the venereal difeafe are below in 
a fpecies of cells, the men fcarcely feparated from the women ; falivation is ftill very 
frequently ufed here. The meat in the hofpital is good, the bread tolerable, every 
thing very decent, and nothing further j the ufe of ventilators, other than fans, is 
unknown to them j there is at the door a box, in which it is cullomary to drop fome 
money. 

Lying-in hofpital. This is fituated nigh the north fquare, in a private houfe j it is an 
eftablimment on a very fmall fcale, which has yet its ufes, and which poflibly may be the 
caufe of a larger inftitution of the fort being one day founded j indeed many Swedes at 
Stockholm are ignorant of its exiftence; and fo little accuftomed are the attendants to 
the vifits of foreigners, that we were obliged to negociate a long time before we could 
gain admittance, they conceiving that we wiflied to throw ridicule on the inftitution. 
The eftabliftiraent confifts of eighteen beds for gratuitous patients in three chambers, and 
two for women unwilling to be known, and who are not fuffei:ed to be feen. Thefe 
latter pay for their beds 4 rix-dollars per month,, and maintain themfelves. The King 
pays j copper dollars daily for each woman who comes to lye-in here} but this only 
for nine days, at the termination of which (he muft leave the hofpital, unlefs (he be too 
weak, in which cafe ihe is kept till (he recovers ftrength. In this houfe there are born 
yearly from three to four hundred children. The be'dfteads are of iron, with a fmall 
one at hand for the infant, two feet and a half long by eighteeh inches wide, covered 
with the fame Iheets and blankets as the larger. If a nurfe be wanting, flie is engaged 
at an office for this purpofe. There is only one midwife in the houfe, whofe falary is 
50 rix-dollars: the country women come hither to praftife, and pay for entrance two 
rix-dollars ao Ikillings to the College of Phyfic, remain there for three months at their 
own expence, and on their departure pay for their diploma a rix-dollar and a half. 
The proteffor gives two leffons weekly, and the provoft private leffohs, which the wo- 

* Notes which lefe about 1 z per cent, in change againll fpecie. 
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men pay for according to agreement and their feveral capacities. The lying-in women 
have three meals a-day. This eftablilhment fome yearn ago was on the hrfi: ftory; it is 
now kept on the ground-£oor, which is not fo well, as it is more liable to damp, the ef¬ 
fects of which> indeed, we were able to diftinguifli, 

Spinhaus. A houfe of corredion : at the time we faw it, it contained one hundred 
and eighty-feven women, more than forty of which were Fins, and twenty-two men, 
chiefly children or lame perfons. Moll of thefe women were confined for theft, feveral 
for more heinous oflfences, the moll-common of which is child-murder; in fuch cafe 
their imprifonment is perpetual-; the unfortunate wretches guilty of this crime are not 
allowed admiffion into the court, but to make amends their lodgings are better and more 
clean than the others; on Chrillraas-day they are treated with fiddles at the King's 
expence, which is the only recreation they enjoy throughout the year. Every one 
without exception is obliged to fpin two pounds and a half of wool per day on account 
of the houfe. The crown allows two Ikillings * per day for their food; fuch as are con¬ 
fined for fix years, or longer, or for life, are clothed in blue every three years; the 
others wear their cloaths as long as they will hang together. No perfon can be con¬ 
fined here without an order from the high governor or the police, w’hen an arrange¬ 
ment is made with the company of -diredlors refpefling the manner in which the party 
is to be treated. The women lay two together, except when ill, in which cafe they are 
kept by themfelves in a feparate building; men, ^omen, and children together; the 
beds are all on one fide of the apartment, and the fink on the other, near the windows, 
which in fome degree contributes to the bad fmell; the beds are bad. There are but 
three men to guard this houfe; in order to reach it you pafs a fmall lake, which com¬ 
municates with the larger one, over a bridge, whence you have a charming llant view 
of the city; The chapel belonging to the houfe is a tolerably handfome building; the 
foundry of Mr. Afplund, which we fliall deferibe, is oppofite. 

Bamvwikcn. A mad-houfe is fituated in a pleafant pofition on Ihe fea-fiiore, towards 
the fouth; it contained, when we were there, fifty-two perfons; more women than 
men. On placing a madman in this houfe, you pay a plottef weekly. On one fide of 
this building is a houfe capable of receiving a hundred perfons, men as well as women; 
upon paynumt of 50 rix-dollarsj, a man rendered incapable of work, or an idiot, is ad¬ 
mitted and maintained for life; an old man pad labour is received there for 16 rix- 
dollars, and occafionally for nothing. In the morning they have a pound of bread, 
beer, foup, and meat. In the evening bread and gruel with milk. From this houfe 
there is a charming profpeft of the fea. 

Widows of citizens. The afylum for citizens’ widows is the mod remarkable of any 
of this defeription at Stockholm; it ia imitated no where to our knowledge, however 
deferving of imitation; you enter by an iron gate from the dreet into a fmall court, 
almod fquarc, with a raifed footway: it contains fixty two women, which number is 
never exceeded; upon a vacancy occurring, whether by death, or inheritance of pro¬ 
perty, thofe who replace fuch as go out, enter either at Eader or in Oclober. MMlers 
in different trades and profeffions pay annually a certain fum, and their widows alone are 
admitted; it is requifite they (hould be fifty years of age; on their admiffion they may 
bring with them whatever they will for the encreafe of their comfort and accommoda¬ 
tion, but at their death, whatever they bring belongs to-the houfe. They are obliged 
to clothe themfelves and bring furniture for their bed; they pay nothing on entrance, 
have three meals a-day, two plates at dinner, and as many at fupper. They each have 

• About two-pence halfpenny fterling. f is. 7d. fterling, :j; About lal. Acrling. 

a bed 



FORTIA*S TRAVELS IN SWEDEN. 


428 

a bed to themfelves; the rooms are very decent, and the widows appeared to us well 
contented with their lot and the treatment of>rbe houfe, a peculiarity we never met with 
any where but in this eftablilhment •, they have four large wafhes annually; they are not 
feparated in cafe of ficknefs, except when contagious. The afylum has ten admi- 
niftrators, whofe fundions are for life ^ they are either merchants or opulent tradef> 
men. 

Afylim for the orphans of free-mafonsy near the north place fquare. This has been 
founded about thirty years i occaiionally it has contained five hundred children, and 
fometimes more ; when we faw it there were no more than four hundred and ninety, 
fifty-five of which only in the houfe itfelf, the reft being in the country: thofe in the 
home are at an expence of three copper dollars a week, and are cloathed twice in the 
'yearordinarily they quit the afylum at twelve years of age, and are bound to trades. 
Before the war the children were admitted gratis, but now (in confequence of the addi¬ 
tional charge it has occafioned) 25 rix-dollars are paid on entrance. Children of both 
fexes are received, but muft not be more than one year old. They are diftinguiftied by 
marks the fame as in Foundling hofjfltals. They lay two together; their bedfteads are 
of wood. The only employment taught in this houfe is to knit tricotu : the chambers 
are neat j the children have a change of linen once a week, the fliirt they fleep in being 
different to that they wear by day : in feveral rooms there was a difagreeable fraell, not- 
withftanding they had ventilators,'^their number being too fmall. The children have 
four meals per day, two plates at dinner: they are allowed as much beer as they can 
drink, and have no fait meats. The houfe is but one ftory high, and has a very pretty 
court in front. In the fchool room are lifts of donations. This houfe has nine di¬ 
rectors, named by the auxiliary lodge of St. John, the moft ancient in the country; 
that is to fay they feleCl one out of tliree perfons. recommended by the other directors. 
The expence of this eftablifliment is annually from 7 to 8,000 rix-do!lars. Formerly 
there w'as an arrangement between this and the grand afylum for orphans, hereafter to 
be mentioned, wliich was ufed to fend to the other the children it knew not what to do 
with, as poffeffing greater facility of difpofmg or them. 

The grand afylum for orphans. This is fituated in Qucen>ftreet, has a large court, 
furrounded by irregular buildings. It maintains two thoufand two hundred children, 
of w'hich forty to fifty and not more than eighty are in the houfe. They are received 
at every period of age, without regard to whence they come : for urgent cafes there is 
a wet-nurfe or two; otherwife they are carried to the office, where the children are put 
out to them at the rate of fix copper dollars per month. Such as are kept in the houfe 
are equally well attended, and furnilhed with food in addition to the breaft. The chil¬ 
dren ^o not remain above twelve months with the nurfe, after which they are placed, 
with farmers in the country at fix rix-dollars per annum : this arrangement is followed 
with one thoufand of the children, the other one thoufand two hundred are placed in 
houfes in the city, at fix rix-dollars per annum; the utmofl: oeconomy is ufed. Great 
numbers remain with their relations, who on account of their being poor receive half 
a rix-doliar monthly. When the children are firft fent to farmers in the country they 
are cloathed, but this only once: they are not maintained at the expence of the efta- 
blifimient after they bec^e fourteen years of age. The farmers may however, if they 
pleafe, keep them untio^hteeu, but they no longer are paid the fix rix-dollars; all 
they obtain is an exemption for three years, that is from their becoming fifteen to eigh¬ 
teen, from the impoft they would have to pay for them ; and an bbligation on the part 
of the children to remain fo long with them. The farmers are overlooked to fee that 
they take proper care of the children, who have a mark given them which their parents 
* ■ fit are 
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are obliged to bring back in cafe of death. If this mark Ihould be lod on viliting the 
child, he is erafed from the lift, and the parents no longer rkeive the fix rix-dollars. 
On one fide of mark is a No. in Roman charaQers; on the reverfe a crown : it is a 
fmall piece of lead, like a flug, which cannot be fpoiled but by cutting. The funds of 
this inftitution are, i. three thoufand tons of wheat, furniihed by the crown, equivalent, 
communibus annist to 9000 rix-dollars. 2. By legacies of individuals, and oeconomy, a 
capital has been raifed of from 50 to 60,000 rix-dollars. 3. The College of Jullke, 
which receives in depofit the property of the miners, paying no more than 4 f per cent., 
and making a far greater profit, is obliged to pay over to this inftitution a proportion of 
its fupplies, which feldom amounts to lefs than 3000 dollars jper annum. A 11 thefe, ad- 
deed to voluntary contributions, form an annual revenue of about 20,000 rix-dollars. 
ThcKing has delegated the fuperintendance of this eftablifliment to the High Governor of 
Stockholm, who appoints three councillors of the city as direSbrs. The have no ho¬ 
norary managers. 

The Hof pital of Sabbatfierg^ at Kongfliolm, near to mineral waters for poor and in¬ 
firm old women, is in a ftate of CTeat ne^left. 

It will be feen that fomething nirther is defirable on all thefe eftablifliments; but it 
is well known that good is done but by flow degrees j there has been great improve¬ 
ments of late years, and every thing tends to fatisfy the mind that objeas of fuch im¬ 
portance will not continue difregarded; the poverty of the country is in oppofition to 
a rapid progrefs, or at lead one fo rapid as humanity requires j and if the government 
does all it can, no one can complain. 


Chap. VlJl.—Manufa{lories and Manufaitures. —• Merchants. ’—Workmen. 

Swedifli manufactures are yet very wide of perfection; the workmen are negligent, 
idle, and void of emulation} they fometimes begin their week*s labour on Wednefday, 
and never before Tuefday, or if they go to their workfliops, it is but to fleep over yef- 
terday’s debauch. This, however, does not prevent their infifting on high wages; the 
more they gain, the more they drink, and the want of money alone can make them re¬ 
fume their occupation. 

Glafs Houfe. The glafs-houfe is fituated at Kongfliolm, and belongs toafubfeription; it 
is under the direction of Mr.Lindblom: glafs ware of all deferiptions is made here, drink¬ 
ing glafles, decanters, and fome few bottles. The pot-afti is produced in Scania, the 
flint is from Pomerania (it is 16 fldllings the ton); the mineral fait from Tripoli; the 
Soda from Spain. The glafs is fold by weight} the cleared at 16 fldllings per pOund. 
The only wood ufed in the furnace is pine and fir, which cod from one to two rix-dol- 
lars the cord, according as the winter may happen to be for cold: its annual confump- 
tion is fix hundred cords { this meafure is fix feet broad, as many deep, and only three 
feet long, which is the length of the billets. This manufactory has but one furnace in 
conftant work j it lafts at mod but two or three yeaf%: within it is conftruCted of h^n 
done, from the ifland of CEland, which tends to fave the wood, without, it is cafed 
with brick, and cods for its conftruClion about aoo rix-dolla^._ It requires three or 
four days to heat it; nine hours, at three expohires, to calciiif flint, which, at each fe- 
veral time of its being withdrawn, is plunged into cold water. It takes five or fix days 
to melt the white glafs'in the furnace; other glafs lefs time according to its having more 
or lefs colour. It requires three hou rs to liquify the foda. The clay of which the moulds 
are made comes from Cologne: it is half burned, and half unbumed, mixed; thefe 

moulds 



430 ®ortia’s travels in §weden. 

moulds will laft for four, five, nay even fix months. The price at prefent is from five 
to fix {killings the piece, of fifteen pounds weight; each furnace has fix moulds, one 
at each opening: they are twenty-five inches in diameter, fixtecn deep, and two and a 
half thick: they require to dry fora year in the open air, and afterwards for fome days 
in an oven before they can be ufed. The ftones with which the glafs is polilhed, conies 
from theifland of Gothland, and fometimes from Dalecarlia. I’he number of work- 
pen is above thirty, fo many being employed on drinking-glaflcs; their pay is eight 
Ikillings per day. The annual .amount of falc of its manufactured articles, is from 50 
to 60,000 rix-dollars. 

Foundry of Mr. Afplund. This foundry is fituated oppofite to the Spinbaus, on the 
other fide of the lake, it is very handfome, and very compleat. Mr. Afplund engages 
f o execute any orders committed to his care. He makes ufe of no other iron than fuch 
as has been once before call. The furnaces, of which there are three, arc of brick, 
made' by the proprietor; he ufed formerly to import bricks from England; but they 
coft him a dollar per hundred nearly, and his annual confurtiption was fifteen thoufaiid. 
At prefent he has managed by grinding the bricks of which the former furnaces were 
compofed, and had been thrown afide as ufelefs, and mixing the powder with earth from 
Germany, to make very good ones, more lading than the fird ; by this means he i.> 
no longer under neceflity of importing more than about a thoufand every three yeans. 
His furnaces lad for about four months, melting in them two or three times a day. 
Each fufion confids of from three to eight fchippunds of iron. 'I'he iron fufes in about 
an hour. He works up annually one thoufand five hundred fchippunds. None but 
mine coal from England is ufedi w hich cods 9 rix-dollars, 18 Ikillings per lad ; his an¬ 
nual confumption is two hundred lad. When the objefl to be cad is of finall fizc, the 
metal in fufion is carried in ladles to the moulds; when of confidcrabtc fize the metal 
is conduded to the mould through a hole made in the furnace. When pans or other 
articles are cad, they are fmoothed, and the work is fmiflicd. If there fhould chance to 
be a hole or any confiderable defedt in the work, it is then broken. A hollow column 
of iron, thirty-four feet high, without the bafe or capital, an inch and a half thick, would 
eod 10 rix-dollars the fchippund, and would weigh 115 fchippunds; a Corinthian ca¬ 
pital would cod two hundred rix-dollars, the whole one thoufand three hundred and fifty 
rix-dollars. Mr. Afplund has commenced a manufadure of deel, on which he already 
employs more than a fcore of workmen. We faw fome very pretty buttons there, of 
much better polilh than thofe of the mannfadure of Elvius, but he is refolvcd on felling 
none until he lhall have a confiderable affortment finilhed. Sixty men, altogether, arc 
employed in this manufadory, (exclufive of thofe in the deel works,) forty of which, 
or thereabout, are at the furnace; according to the work they do, they earn from 16 
to ao, and even 30 Ikillings a day, at lead four copper dollars. 

Mr. Ekermany a raader w'eaver at Kongfliolm, has difeovered, he fays, the fecret of 
twiding and fpinning, at the fame time, thread and filk to.gether, which renders the 
whole not only droiiger, but the operation much more eafy : he readily fhewed us the 
work itfelf, but not the machinery he employed ; and in order that none may difeover 
it, lie employs no workmen; after this the public mud form what opinion it pleafes of 
the merit of the difeovery. 

The Jieel-works are in the north fuburbs, and belong to Mr. Elvius, This is a new 
edablifhment, at which but little is manufedured of much importance. The fituation 
even is bad enough, and ought to be changed. The proprietor cdmplains greatly of his 
work people, who, fo foon as they get a little money, never come back again until the 
whole is expended: s^d after acquiring a little information, they feel di.'p jfed to leave 
6t * him. 
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hmv, expefting to get more with fome other mafter: they are paid by the tafk. At this 
manufaftory wc met with neither hapdlbme workmanihip nor magazine; much is 
yet to be done ere it become of any ^ronfideration. However Mr. Elvius has a fund of 
hope. . 

The fo called Porcclaine mantifailory, is a very indifferent manufadory of ware, fiini- 
lar to that called Delf, and.fituated at Konglholm. The warehoufe makes a very pretty 
figure indeed: a complete fervice for w dozen, in thus ware, in the Englifh tafte colls 
from 30 to 40 rix-dollars. The manufactory occupies a confiderable extent; part of 
the clay comes from Upfal, and feveral pieces even receive their firfl burning there; 
they ufe likewife clay brought from France and England. The number of workmen 
employed is twenty-four, feven of which are painters, and four turners. 

Cloth vianufailory. We faw that of Mr. Hebbe adjoining the Danmviken. ,This is 
not the moft confiderable, Mr. Barkim having more than forty looms, Mr. Hebbe no 
more than thirteen; each of which produces annually fixtean pieces of cloth, from 
eighty to ninety ells in kngth. The deafeft cloth they manufadura is blue ; it cofts 3 
dollars the ell; fine cloth, in other colours, from 2 dollars, 15 {killings, to 8 plotts ; 
common cloth from 4I plofts to 7,^ ftriped woollen cloth from 7? pl.utsto S j foldiers 
cloth 40 to 42 {killings: the credit three months. In every niRnufadory there is a cer¬ 
tain number of looms ufed for making of cloth for the troops on account of the crown: 
the cloth is dyed on the premifes. Thofe employed in winding and .twilling in the 
manufadory earn at mofl but 5 or 6 plotts in a week, working very hard: the fpinners 
earn a great deal, in gaining a piott. All hands counted, three hundred perfons find em¬ 
ployment here. The fine cloths are fonieiimes eleven quarters wide, but the common 
breadth is nine quarters. The wool is imported from Poland and Holland,; it colls 
five dollars the lilpund, and lofes 15 per cent, in walking. Spanilh wool, according to 
the current price, (1791,) cofts from 22 to 24 copper-dollars, and lofes 16 to 20 per 
cent, on account or its being more carefully walked. The wool of the country is at 
24, 28, and 32 {killings. 

Manufadory of Colours. For a long time the Englilk carried on a confiderable traf¬ 
fic far moffes, at Gottenburgh, produced in abundance in that part of Sweden: people 
were at a lofs to know what ufe they could be put to ; at length it was difeovered, that 
they cxtraclod from them colours for dyeing: the Count de Ruuth, then minifter of 
fmauce, refolved on fupplanting the Englilk in this commerce, and enriching his own 
country by the acquifition : he in confequence induced the King to make experiments, 
which ended in the foundation of the eftablilhment in queftion, entirely upon the royal 
account.' 'I’he'greateft part of the mofs called lichen Tartareusy comes from Marftrand 
and its environs : when dr/, it is put under a large wheel with ftone edges, after hav¬ 
ing ^een ground by it into tolerably fmall dull, it is thrown into large wooden tubs, 
with lime, urine, and other ingredients which remain a fecret. The mixture remains 
in thefe for fix months, during which it is ftirred every day ; by degrees it thickens, 
the watery particles evaporate, and it becomes at firft thick as mud, and afterwards'of 
the coqfiftence of the marie of grapes ;<as foon as arrived to this 'ftate, it is cut into 
fmall pieces, and expofed to dry in a large covered apartment. When dried and har¬ 
dened, it is pounded in mortars, reduced to a \'ery fine powder, and packed in calks. 
It is not intended that the fale of it (hall begin until 150,000 pounds weight fhall have 
been prepared. It is reckoned, it will pbtain five ri-x-dollars 26 {killings the lifpund 
(eighteen and ahalfpounJs Englifti). ' A nulnber of experiments have beenjmadewith 
it on*woollen cloths, .which,have perfeflly fucceeded: the fineft colours yet extruded 
are a’violet, a flaxeh grey, (gris de lin,) and a plumb colour (prune de Monfieur). 
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This manufaftory employs no more than fiveor fix hands. The warehoufe is very exfen- 
five. There are a confiderable number of tubs, and an immenfe ftock of urine. The 
mofs is ftirred about in the tubs with large (licks, formed at the end in (hape of an oar. 
When we faw this manufactory, permifiion from Count Ruuth was requifite; but the 
fecret afiuredly cannot long remain fuch. 

Manv^aBorj of Silk Stockings, and price of Silks, M.- Maezre, a Frenchman, has 
a manulaClbiy of filk ftocldngs, with but four and twenty looms: could he find work¬ 
men, he might employ more; thofe he has ought to make a pair of (lockings daily, but 
never do fo j they are paid a plott per pair for the coarfeft (lockings, and for the fineft, 
as much as 36 (killings. M. Mazere manufa^ures fix dozen pairs weekly: he is inu 
poffeffion of two looms, newly invented in France, much iefs complicated than others, 
and capable of making two pairs per day. One pound of filk is fuificiait at leaft for 
five pair. Silk lofes from *8 to 30 per cent, in the fpinning, dyeing, &c. He imports 
his filk from different places. All the other manufactories receive theirs from Burfa,. 
moftly through Marfeilles, whither it is brou^t from the Levant. The charges on it 
are five per cent, infurance, and three per cent, fraght and commifiion, in the whole 
about eight per cent. Thefe are the only filks allowed to be exported from France. 
Their coft at Marfeilles is from 13 to 15 livres, this year, 1791, 17 Hvres. The filk 
employed in the manufacture of (luffs, handkerchiefs, and ribbons, is partly organized 
and partly thrown, brought for the moll part from Bazano, fome little from Leghorn. 
The manufacturers of gauzes employ organized and thrown, filk in their black gauze, 
but China filk alone for their coloured ^uze; they receive it from Gottenburg, whither 
it is brought by the veffels of the Eaft India Company. Commonly the thrown filk of 
Bazano and Leghorn, coft at Hambro* from three and a half to four rix.doliars banco. 
The organized from, four to five, and raw filk from three to four, according to quality. 
China filk cods ufually at Stockholm from three and a half to four rix-dollars in fpecie, 
according to the fealbns abroad, and the quantity brought by the Company. In 1791, 
it coft four and a half rix>dollars. The filks which come from Hambro’, are expedited 
by way of Wifmar, at an expence of five per cent, for freight, infurance, and commif- 
fion. The courfe of exchange between Stockholm and Hambro*, before the creation 
of Rikfens notes, was from 44 to 47 (killings per rix-dollar banco of Hambro’.- At pre- 
fent paying in riks gold, it is 54 (killings and 10 per cent. agio. The duty on the im¬ 
portation of filk (lockings, is a 1 dollars per dozen: filk (luffs pay 1per cent, all other 
filk manuiadures are prohibited. If the King or his miniilers by licenfe import any of 
thefe articles, they pay 75 per too duty. 

The ManufaSlory of Mr. Appelquijl. Mr. Appelquift is a (kilful mechanift, polTeffed 
of a very fine eftablimment at Kongiholm : he manufactures in iron, (leel, coppef^and 
wood,.and undertakes any orders in thefe articles that are given to him. His warehoule 
is very handfome, and all its contents appeared to us of excellent workmanKhip. Yon 
might here conceive yourfelf even in an Engliflt warehoufe of the firft cOnfideration: 
this artift has travelled to England twice, and fojourned eight years in tl^t country.. 
From his warehoufe we went into his joiner’s (hop, and a large apartment containing, 
ten benches, a hth, and a furnace. Here it is where any delicate-works in iron, dee),, 
or copper, are manufactured. On the ground Boor is a foi^e, with eight anvjls, and a. 
machine for boring cannon: another forge with a large furnace, aCted upon by three 
pair of beUows, and four anvils. The cannpn foundiy joins the forge. It contains 
two reverberating furnaces ^ in the next room there is a iurnaee; a lath,^ a large anvil, 
and two fmaller. Cannon are founded here of a new defeription, they are of two- 
pieces^ the breech of tie cannon being made to take off when chafed, and piit on. 

again;. 
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again; it Is ^ftened by a very ftrong bar, which pafles through a hole bored through 
the whole breadth of the piece. An iron handle ferves 4 D work this part of the cannon 
with facility, a iingle man fuHicing; this method is however pradicable only with fmall 
pieces. Nothing of any defcription has hitherto been exported from this manufadory; 
every thing is extremely dear; it employs no more than forty workmen, who earn a 
plott per diem. 

There are nine fugar retteries here, one of four boilers, the others of but two or 
three. 

We have before obferved that labour is 'very dear at Stockholm j tradefmen are 
confequently obliged to fell in proportion. Generally fpeaking their work is well 
done, lefs fo however than in France; and oftentimes you are obliged to wait a long 
time for what you order. Frequently the workmen exaft part payment in advance, 
and afterwards furniih their job at leifure; this may appear a hardmip, but it is una¬ 
voidable. They never, however, deny the receipt of the money advanced, nor was it 
ever known here that a tradefman changed the goods you have bargdned for to 
fubftitute inferior, as is frequently the cafe in a ftate, the neighbour of Sweden. 

In a 1(1100; all trades, the journeymen have a box to which they monthly fubfcribe a 
certain fum. From this box, when ill and unable to work, they are paid 24 Ikillings 
weekly, and in cafe of death their friends receive 20 rix-dollars for their interment*. 

There were in Stockholm, in 1790, five hundred and fixtyTour manufactories of filk, 
cotton, wool, thread, iron, and ileel, which gave employment to eleven thoufand two 
hundred and fifty peifons, mafters, and journeymen, and fiimilhed goods to the value of 
1,200,000 rix'doliars. 

Chap. IX.— Different Orders of Svfeden.--Ceremony of i^th February 1791. 

IN Sweden there are four orders, one of which open to civil and military characters, 
one purely military, and two to civil alone. 

Fejiival of the order of the Seraphim, On the 28th April (1791) the minifters and 
foreigners went at eleven o’clock in the morning to the apartment of the Marfital of 
the court, to breakfalt. The mailer of the ceremonies .coming to inform us that we 
might attend the lever of the King, we croifed the court of the caftle with the diplo-. 
matic body, without any attention to ceremony. We paifed through two ranks of fol- 
diers on carpeting, to the ftaircafe which leads to His Majelly’s chamber. As we en¬ 
tered the room, we were ftruck by the various ceremonial drelTes worn on that day; 
each order wearing one peculiar to itfelf: the Swedes prefent not belonging to any of 
the orders, were either fiill drell, or in uniform \ of the latter but few. The drefs of 
the Order of the Seraphim is white vdth black ftripes, the (hoes black and white, a round 
hat, covered with a white plume of feathers. ^ (The King alone was drell in cloth of 
filver.) The drefs of the Order of the Sword is of Ikyblue, and differs immaterially 
from the court dreis, which is ftriped with white filk. The dre& of the Order of the 
Polar Star is crimfon, with white Itripes. All the dreffes are fhaped after the national 
cut, and their diverfi^ has a fingular and very pleafing effeCl; the blue colour alone 

* It it not ridiculout that 20 ruc*doUan fliould be expended for the burial of a workman; would not 
this fum be infinitely better difpofed of if given to hit fanmy ? The Swedci indeed are bigotted to Mendid 
funeralt, and every one muft have hit whim ! Nothing can be imagined more curioua than them coffin 
Ihopt; fome of them are gilt, feme carvad or painted: a' fpeftator in oae of theie, would, in fluit, conceive 
himfelf rather in a funiitunl waKboufe thaa u uaderuker’a fiu^. 
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bjfiing rather too gay for the Commanders and Grand Croffes of the Sword, who can¬ 
not be young people. The coat, waiftcoat, breeches, and cloak, are feverally of the 
•^ime colour in each of the orders: all the knights wear white ftockings, with white 
rofes in their fhoesl. The Prince Royal alone-wore a coat of cloth of gold, on-account 
tof his not having yet been invefted with the Sword. The levee being ended, we re¬ 
paired to a gallery in the chapel, fet apart for minifters and foreigners who had been 
prefented at court. The King entered in all the luxury of roytil pomp, announced by 
mufic, and feated himfclf in a filver chair, beneath a canopy fronting the church. (This 
ceremony ought to have taken place in the church of Redderholm, but the King pre¬ 
fers the chapel of the caftle, as being more near and more convenient.) On the left, 
beneath a canopy, were three chairs with the arms of the Ernprefs, the King of Pruffia, 
und King of Denmark: on one fide upon a turning, chairs of a fmaller fize for princes 
of royal blood, not yet fovereigns. On the right and left of the King, were His Ma- 
jefty’s two brothers, with their officers behind. them, and an officer belonging to the 
guards; the other Knights were afterwards placed on the right and left according to 
their anceftry, each feated on a cufliion of crimfon velvet, and bearing above his arms. 
In the middle of the choir, tire four novices to be inftalled awaited the ceremony, feated 
onraifed benches, each between two Knights who were to ferve for their fponfors ; on 
a line fronting the altar, were the Knights of the other orders with their heralds at arms, 
the drefs of whom is abfolutely the fame as that of the heralds of France, with the ex¬ 
ception of crowns inftead of fleurs dc lys. Service being finiffied (a ceremony, which^ 
thanks to the fermon of the Biffiop of WefterOs, Grand Almoner of the order, was of 
lufficient duration), the three grand officers approached the altar to receive the cordons 
laid on cuffiions, as well as the book which contains the form of oath to be taken on 
the occafion. One of the Knights then rofe for the fword of the kingdom, and placed 
hinifelf by the fide of the King, holding it drawn. It is cuftomary for the Chancellor 
of the order to make a fpeech, in which he expreffes the motives which have induced 
the King to grant the Order of the Seraphim to fuchand fuch Knights; as His Majefty 
himfelf executed the fundion of Chancellor, he put on his hat and made a fpeech of 
nearly half an hour’s duration. The four Knights inftalled, were General Platen, 
'Rzidti Armfeldt, Count hdunok, and Count Qxenjliern; the two latter fill civil appoint¬ 
ments ; the two former general officers diftinguiftied themfelves in the late war, which 
His Majefty did not fail, in his addrefs, to notice with his ufual grace. 

The four new Knights knelt and took the oath, they were then admitted one after 
the other. TheKing ties the chain of the order round the neck, and afterwards ftrikes 
the novice three times on the fhoulder with the flat part of the fword, then drawing oft' 
his glove, prefents his hand to be kifled. The Knight then embraces every fellow 
Knight in fucceffion, and after embracing the Princes of the blood, kifles their hand: 
he is conftantly attended by his iponfors. , The King withdrew with the fame parade 
he entered, and dined in public with the Knights of the order, who, during the whole 
of dinner, remained covered. The carving fquire alone ferve'd all round the table. In 
the evening a court is held; the Knights of the Seraphim on this occaflon wear a crim- 
fon coat with gold lacings, and two fimilar ftripes at the two. corners of their cloak. 
After cards, a grand fupper was given: except on this occafion, we never faw the two 
princes of the blood royal at the fame table with His Majefty in public. The Knights 
of this order, if of the military jprofeffidn, wear as well the croll of the Order of the 
Sword, and of the Polar Star, if in civil life. The number of them is twenty-four, 
exclufive of the King, the Swedilh and foreign Princes. The infignia are a large bright 
V ; - blue- 
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blue-fliot ribbon, faftened from'the right flieulder to the left fide, and a filver plate on 
the left fide, on which is engraven, IHS. with a crofs above, furrounded by the three 
crowns of Sweden, The chain is formed of croffes and heads of cherubiins alternately. 
I hc Kiiights admitted wear the plate without the ribbon until the period of their 
iudallation. 

T.'hc Order of the Sword. This order confined to the military alone, is divided into 
three clafl’es, exadly in the fame manner as was the order of St. Louis in France: the 
ribbon is yellow, edged with blue, and is worn from right to left; the plate on theieft 
fide is of gold. The crofs reprefents on one fide the arms of Sweden, and in the midft 
a fword upright. On the reverfe, a fword run through a crown of laurel, with thefe 
words. Pro Pafria. The reigning Sovereign has inftituted a fourth clafs, to which 
none are admitted but in the time of war; it requiring the companion propofed fhould 
firfl: have gained a vitlory either by fea or land as commander in chief. I he King 
himfelf could not obtain this diftinftion but by the fuffrage of the army, and Gufta- 
vus III. was unwilling to aflume this honourable order before the third campaign, al¬ 
though he had well deferved it previoufly ; he ftood in the lift for reception only ac¬ 
cording to the date of his prctenfions. This order is worn, (by fuch as have no other 
than the fmall crofs, and wear it in its place,) en fautoir, on the neck. Thofe who are 
decorated with the large ribbon, wear a final! filver fword on the left fide, fuch as wear 
the plate, have two filver fwords below, croffed. The cafe is the fame with the Knights 
of the Seraphim, who moreover the cordon croffed at the neck': the number of 
Kniglp,s of this order is not limited for either of the claffes. 

Order of ihc Polijh Star. 'I'his is a civil order, defigned for the reward of miniftere, 
ambaffadors, and other perfons employed by the government. It is divided into two 
claffes, Commanders and Knights; the former wear a grand white crofs on the breaft, 
faftened to a black ribbon, and a ftar embroidered with filver on the left fide. The 
Knights have only the fmall crofs, faftened with a black ribbon to the button hole; the 
number of the order is unlimited. 

Order of Vafa, This was eftablifhed in 1772, by Guftavus III. It is intended as a 
diftinftion for ikilful artifts, merchants of merit, and perfona employed in mining, ma- 
nufa£tories, &c. The Knights wear a golden fheaf, (the arms of Guftavus Vafa,) fuf- 
pended from the neck with a green ribbon, of that colour to fpecify that this honour is 
Ipecially intended for the encouragement of agriculture. The Grand Croffes, which 
are four in number, and the eight Commanders, wear a large green ribbon from right 
to left, and the plate on the left fide, or the ribbon by itfelf. The Marquis de Mira- 
bcau was made a Grand Crofs at the firft inftitution of the order, and was not replaced 
until 1791. The two firft claffes are obtained at once, without pafling from the third* 
of which latter clafs, few are promoted to the others. 

Ceremony of the iph February^ * 79 ** In commemoration of the two viftories of 
Fredericfhamm and Svenkund, on the (5th May and 9th June, 1790, the King ordered , 
a medal- to be ftruck, deferibing the number of fhips taken from the enemy in thefe 
two engagements, in order to decorate therewith the officers who were prefent. The 
fuperior officers (of the ftaff) wear it fufpended from the neck, as *well as the King’s 
aides de camp; the other officers, of a fmaller fize, at their button hole; each faftened 
to a gold chain. In order to make this ceremony the more fplendid, the King, in the 
uniform^of the navy, (blue waiftcoat and breeches,) entered the chapel with the fame 
train as follows him on the moft folemn occafions. He feated himfelf in a filver chair, 
raffed to fome height upon a number of fteps \ befide him was the ftandard, or rather 
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the royal flag, the fame he had on board his (loop during the adlon *. After fenrice, 
3 fermon preached by the Bifliop of Vexioca the grand almoner. His Majefty advanced 
towards the altar, and turning to the officers fea,ted on benches at the right and left, 
addreflfed them for the fpace of a quarter of an hour nearly. (We ufed our beft en* 
deavours, bvt fruitlelsly, to procure hisfpeech, the King informing us that he had made 
many, and that as he could not call to mind his exaft vvordsj it would not be publifhed. 
it was given in the moft graceful manner, with fuch a feduftive tone of voice as caufed 
vs, from being fpedbitors of the fenfations it excited, to be greatly anxious to have a 
copy.) Two perfons having brought the medals to the King, His Majefty took one 
and decorated himfelf therewith; afterwards the names of the officers were read, for 
whom any of them were intended, whether abfent or prefent: fuch as were prefent, 
knelt before the King and kiflfed his hand, His Majefty faftening the chain on which the 
medal was iufpended, about the necks of the officers of the ftaff, and giving it Amply 
into the hands of the others. The medal is of gold, in form of a buckler, and on the 
reverfe is infcribed the number of veflels taken at Fredericfliamm and Svenkfund, or at 
the one or the other only, according to which battles the party to whom they were given 
had been prefent, on the other fide is a winged woman, ftanding on the prow of a gal¬ 
ley, with both arms extended, holding crowns. Notwithftanding the length of this 
ceremony, which lafted more than three hours, the King preferved the fame dignified 
and afl&bie manner throughout, without once teftifying the leaft fign of fatigue, or defire 
of abridging his duty $ he faluted each of the offioars who came to receive meiHls, in 
the moft polite and nobly eafy manner, yet was it not difficult to diftinguiffi by his more 
or lefs afie£bunate fqueeze of their hands, thofe who moft particularly enjoyed his con¬ 
fidence and efteem. Many officers received the medal, who really appear^ mere boys, 
which gave additional intereft to the ceremony, and made the ftronger impreffion on 
the minds of the fpc^tors, at leaft if we are to judge from our own fe^ations. How 
much is fuch a ceremony as this fuperior to thofe imitations in praflice in all countries, 
when the fovereign, coldly diftributing ribbons or croflTes, (which moft commonly are 
but fo many tokens of the old age of the perfon honoured,) if they be the reward of 
brilliant actions, is occafionally ignorant where they occurred! ^ Here we fee a monarch 
recompenfing his brave fubjefts, fubjeSs who have ferved their country before a mo¬ 
narch’s eyes, open to appreciate their merit, and who in his diftribution of infigma, 
begins with invefting himfelf with the medal, in earning which, he bore with them a 
part. The King conllantly wears, and even takes pride in difplaying it, fattened to a 
gold chain of exquifite workmanfliip, made at Stockholm.. 1 he officers decorated with 
the medal, are obliged to wear it conftantly. ^ 

Here it may not be amifs to fay fometbing of this multitudfe of orders which exilt in 
the ftates of the North: they are condemned by feme, but have our approbation. It 
is a very fortunate thing for a poor country, that a few ribbons, a few plates properly 
diftributed, ihould fatisfy thofe who have well deferved of their country; and whofe ler- 
vices it would otherwife embarrafs much the government to reward. We Ihali further 
add, that orders and honorary empbyments excite weater emulation than pecumary 
gifts. It would be ftill better doubtlefe, if the man who has real claims to the gratitude 


• A limSar flag in one of the aAions during this war, wai favrf by forae S wedifli falon, who rather 
chofe to throw It overbrard than fuffer it to be taken by the Ruffians. Thefe l>tur did ® 

fame manner with refpea to that of their admiral, or rather let us fay, the imperial colouri entrufted to the 
Prince of Naffau, wito hopei of fuccefa but raftly formed, if we be allowed tv judge from the rclutt. 

of 
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of his fellow citizens, were content with an oaken crown and a public infcription: He 
has well deferved of bii country : but man in the prefent age is far from this noble fim- 
plicity, he is governed by prejudices of too ftrong afcendancy, not to look upon this as 
an ideal, payment for his labours. Until the univerfe become enlightened by that great 
people which has declared itfelf the light and pattern of the world; until philofophy 
ihall have extended its beneficent influence to all claifes of fociety, people of the North 
and South, whofe fervices are repaid by ribbons, and crofles, preferve them, blefs them, 
know that man in a favage ftate is not unacquainted with orders; for Captain Wilfon 
met with an Order of the Bone in the Pelew iflands. Infenfate as we are, we feek to 
carry back man in a polifhed ftate beyond the fimplicity of natural man. Let us forego 
the vanity of being more wife than nature, nor ftrive to furpafs, content with imitating, 
her in her works. Alas I how far are we from this! 


Chap. 'K.-^Cafles of the King. — Brottningholm.—The Environs of Stockholm. 

HIS Majefty has fome chateaux in the neighbourhood of Stockholm, and two others 
fomc miles diftant thence, which we ihall notice, Gripjkolm and Stromjholm. Drottning* 
holm (or Queen’s iiland) is one nule from Stockholm, in an iiland of lake Moeler: this 
is the moft elegant of all the royal houfes, and on every account deferves particular in- 
fpe£tion» The caftle is on the border of the lake, which has from this fpot a moft 
fuperb appearance; the fituation in fummer is delightful, and its gardens, which are 
extenfive, are at the back. It has an impofing appearance: each of its two facades,. 
which are regular, has one and thirty windows, without including two round pavillions 
at the ends. Near it are a number of other buildings, capable of houfing a hundred 
and feventy gentlemen. The princes and princeffes have feparate pavillions contiguous 
to the caftle. The front next the lake has a grand flight of fteps with a baluftra^, on. 
which are placed a number of flower-pots made of iron. It has four open arcades, the 
middle ones ferving for entrances: on a fort of platform between the caftle tmd the 
flight of fteps, are two fmall ftatues in bronze j between the fteps and the lake^ a Nep¬ 
tune of the fame. On the top of the fteps, two marble lions hmding fliields, upon the 
diflerent fteps a number of marble ftatues. On the oppofite fide next the caftle, there 
is a terrace along the whole front, ornamented with a baluftrade and two ftatues in 
bronze; a large grafs plot planted with ^ew, and feveral fmall bafonsin but indiflerent 
order. In the middle is a large bafon, with an Hercules crufliing the hydra, and feveral 
figures grouped around, all in bronze. By the fide of the bdbn are two fmall figures 
in bronze. As you defeend from the middle of the terrace^ you fee four large vafes 
and four ftatues of the fame metal, two of which natural as life. At each extremity of 
the terrace is an iron gate, over one of them is two lions, and on the fide two figures 
holding cyphers, fraaller than life; on the other are two horfes, fmallerthan the natural 
fize, the whole in bronze. The ftatues, as well as every thing in bronze, were taken 
at Prague; oh one of thefc vafes is ftill to be feen the cypher of the Emperor Ferdi¬ 
nand. Thefe fueees are in the ftyle of the Tufean fchool, one in which a number of 
Germans ftudied at that time. 

The Interior. As you enter the caftle from the garden fide, you-have on die left two 
antichambers; in the fecond is the reprefentation in a pidure of a. Laplander in his. 
fledge, drawn by a reindeer. A cabinet in which, are fome paintings,, porcelain, and 
China figures: here is to be feen the firft poiphyry vafe manufaftured in Sweden: on 
the right is the King’s bedchamber, it is richly ornamented with gilding, and elegantly 

fumilhed.. 
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furrwflicil. Two vafes of porcelain four feet high. Among other things, two paint- 
ings by Ehrenllrabe, regarded as a Swcdilh painter, although he. was not born in Swe¬ 
den. He lived in the time of Charles XI. and was ennobled by the name of Klcechcr. 
An apartment containing divers pifturcs, ferves as a^paflage'to the library. The fuc- 
ceeding room communicates direftly witli the library ; in it are two fine antique bulls, 
and I'ome elegant modern pieces. (Etiipus by Gagnerot. Ariadne by VertmuUcr, and 
dilferent paintings by Watteau and Chardin. The lijirary is a very handfome room, 
ornamented with great tafte : independant of the choice books it contains, there are in 
it a pretty numerous colledlion of Etrufean vafes, fome of which are valuable. A fin- 
gular vafe four feet high, found in the country. Guftavus Vafa in wax, under giafs, 
very fmall and exquifitely well executed ; and two fmall antique ftatues in a kneeling 
pofture, in marble. Manuferipts are feen in abundance, many of which ineilimablo i 
the librarian, Mr. Leopold^ not having thought-proper to lake the trouble of fuffering 
•us to examine them minutely *, we lhall only cite thirty-fix volumes on the Swedif) hif- 
tory, beginning with Gullavus Vafit: Divers rcjlccHoiu, a manufeript by Queen Chrillina: 
a manufeript of Charles XII. when a boy ; in one part of which vincerc aut mori. The 
library is ornamented with analogous inferiptions: over the door by which you enter, 
Artibus pedora mollcfcunt, afperihifqiie fiigit (the temper of man is foftened by the arts, 
and all its rUggcdiiefs dlfmillbd). Over the fliam doors on the fide: Ncqiicf charta 
fleant quod bencfcceris, mercedem tuleris. 

Nor do you gain your due renown, 

Unlefs your worthy detd 5 in hiftory be flvewn. 

'Carminaft vivax virtus, cxperfquefepulchri^ 

Immortal virtue lives in lading long. 

And mottks the tomb. 

O ver the door at the end: Cordis ct oris optima efl harmonia^ beft is the harmony of 
heart and tongue. On the fides oppofite to each other, Vindt ingenium probitas 
■■(honefly is above genius). Studio minuente labores (flackening your lludy you cn- 
ereafe your toil). Moniti meliora feqiiamur (follow better counfel). Vita ct pcdorc 
puro (with life unfullied and a confcicnce clear). The next apartment is a cabinet of 
books; it contains a model in relievo of the temple of Ifis at Pompeia. A Hove with two 
icolumns of green antique marble. Two large vafes on candclabras after the antique, 
eight feet high, with white malks on the vafes. An antique ftatue of a woman repre- 
fenting fculpture, and fome other matters of but, flight importance. The Cabinet, of 
Medals cotcvpnks ^ very fine colleftion of Greek, Roman, and ancient of all nations, 
in eight cafes, which contain more than twelve thoufand drawers: among the Swedilh, 
are a fmall medal taken to be of King Biaeurn, but this is doubtful; another thought to 
be of Olaus *, tiSiros Konungt very rare, ftruck from all appearance in England ; a very 
rare medal, the fize of a half dollar piece, of Gufavus I. ftfuck at Upfal. We were 
mot able to go over this colledion minutely, as it was undergoing an arrangement; the 
yerfon employed for the purpofer having underhandedly difpofed of feveral pieces, had 
been difmifled, fmee when. His Majefty keeps the key of it himfelf. This will be the 
jjropcr place to introduce an account of Swedilh medals. 

* Ab a matter of comfort on this fcore. His Majefly told us that he himfelf could not have the attend- 
;|ince of his librarian at ail times he wilhedl • Nevcrthelcfs we felt onrfelves much hurt at fuch a procedure, 
ibappening in a country where we had met fo few examples of difeourtefy, 

^5 
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** According to the work entitled Thefaurus mmmorum Sueogothiconi'n, by Bremer^ 
in quarto, Stockholm, 1731, the moft valuable and fcarce Swedilh medals are the fol¬ 
lowing : that of Haquinus frater Erici magni^ who lived in 1360, it was fomul in Dale- 
carlia. On one fide of it is his portrait, with Haewinus Dux Norvegia, on the other a 
crofs between three rofes, and moneta Eq/loia. The author is unacquainted with any 
other. Sten Sture^ the younger, was the firft that ever ftruck emblazoned pieces. On 
one fide is the head of St. Eric, with this infeription: S. Ericus Rex Suecia ; on the 
other the arms of Sweden quartered, with this legend; Mone Srockholtn, 1512. The 
author had feen but two befides thofe he himfelf poffellVd. Nummi cvjvfdum pfeudo — 
Sturii vulgb dale junckaren qtii anno 1524, contra Guftavumprimum Rcgem Suceix 
Jeditionem conciliavit. This bears on one iide the letter N with a crown iiirrcnnded 
by two fmall croffes and two rings: about, Nicolaus Sittre; on the other fnlc, a fiiicl.l 
with three crowns and this legend, M. M. in v dllbus^ meaning money of Mora in the 
valley. It is a well eftabliflied faft in hiftory, that this falfe Sture remained for a long 
time in Dalecarlia, in the neighbourhood of Mora. There is another fmaller coin of 
the fame Sture, which is likewife very rare. . A gold coin of Guflavus I., on one fide 
he is reprefented crowned, with a fword in his right hand, and a globe and cro.'s in the 
other, between his legs a Ihield: the infeription, Gvjlavus Dei gratia Succorwn Rex ; 
on the reverfe, another ftiield quartered, in two of the quarters are blazoned t!ic three 
crowns, in each of the other two a lion; around, monet. nova Stockol. 1528. 'I'his crown 
is called nummus aureus inattguralis. This fingular piece is where it ought to be, in the 
King’s pofleflion ; the author never faw a fimilar. There is a filvcr coin of fimilar 
ftamp, which is alfo extremely rare. The author fpeaks of one in his colleftion as the 
only one he ever faw. Guftavus Adolphus with his Queen Eleanor, a gold coin of two 
ducats value. On one fide are the heads of the King and Queen, with this infeription: 
Gitjlavus Adolphus et Maria Eleonora Rex ct Regi. Suec. on the reverfe, contra /pern 
in fpem: at the bottom, the arms of the city of Augfijurg, and the date 1632. In the 
midft two fhields; on that of the right the arms of Sweden and Gothland, on that of 
the left thofe of Brandenburg. This piece is lefs valuable for its rarity than for its being 
the earliefl: on which are impreffed the heads of the King and Queen conjointly, and- 
the arms of Sweden united with thofe of Brandenburg.” 

Within the fame cabinet are many antique bulls and fmall ftatues of the gods. 
Models in cork of the temple of Tivoli, of the foldiers barracks at Pompeia^ and the 
Capo di hove at Rome. 4 colleftion of books analogous to the contents of the cabinet. 
A paflage with a gallery above the chapel. On a table, the dwarf of King Staniflaus, 
drefl, known by the name of Bebe. In wardrobes, a colledion of minerals, and a large 
piece of pretendedly native iron in a copper box. 

Cabinet of Natural Hiftory. This belonged to the laft Queen, and is deferibed by 
Linnaius. It is at prefent under the care of Mr. Swarts, of whom we have fpoken de- 
fervedly before. The following are the mod interelling articles the cabinet contains. 
Among a great colleftioh of animals preferved'in fpirits of wine, are a number of mon¬ 
keys of different fpecies, one of the rareftof which is the Simia Qithiops; befides thefe, 
the Dafypus fexcintus^ vefpertilio leporinus., mus longipeSf mus vohvuy and the herboa 
Arabum ; the embrio of an elephant. Capra perpufdla. Among the birds, pjjitacus fe~ 
veruSf minimus f Alexandri ; picus femi rojlri; paradifa regia, jiava ; charadins lencurus • 
turdus hatnatodor; trochilus niger; lamlus doliatus ; ramphajhr piperinorus pi cat us aracari, 
plateles pigmaa ; et pipra aureola. Of amphibious animals: cteciiia Icntacidata ampbif- 
tena alba ; anguis bipes; coluber calamarius^ albus, regina, aurora, miliaris. buccatus, 
Candidas, corallinuSf hypocrepis ; vipera Egypt!, lebetrinis, padera^fitula, Syria^ ingidaris, 
VOL. VI. 31- haje i 
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haje; lacerta tigrina, azureay hifpeat teguixin^ barbara, ftellio ; tejiudo ferpentina Amboi- 
nenjis ; rana Iqdleoy margimtay cornutOy gibhafa ; tetrqodondineatusy ocellatus ; etpegafus 
volitans. Of fifties: gobius aphyay niger; chatodon dliaris, capijlratqsy arcmtus ; fciana 
bimaculata; zem vomery fpinofus ; uranofcopus pi&us ; calichytys tamdata ; labtCts j^Hiy 
parpticitsf nihticusy aut I^ih lufcus ; pleurotiedes ocellatusy limanda ; gymnotus pinguis ; 
perca labrax, nilaticay cojioidesy vittatUy fcriba ; trigla cucullus ; cobitis anableps ; Jiluras 
myfiusy -anguillarisy undecimalisy clarias ; falmo niloticus ; efox fphyram ; atberina Jiepfe* 
tui ; clypea my/lusy cyprinusy niloticusy dentex; et mormyrus cyprinoidesy anguilleides. Of 
infefts, Koxcsy fcarabei from America; fcaraheus facery gigasy fcabery lonppesy Syriacusy 
ceraioniay carmatus; chryfolomela facra ; curcidio Indusy pujioy vaginalhy difpary argyreusy 
fpecio/usy comutusy Capenfisy et attelabusy ftpylus ; many Cerambyccs alfo from Ame¬ 
rica j the elater Syriacus, meloe Syriacusy blatta M^ptiaca, gryllus gongylodesy £gyf^ 
tius ; and a number of others, among them, cimex Arabsy ferratusy bipundlatus Mgyp- 
tiacus. Of butterflies, a very fine colleftion, which gave rite to a highly eft:eemed work 
from the pen of Mr. Clerk. A number of cray fifli, of very Angular and various fpecies. 
Of fhells; Lepas mitellay niyapemay vulfelloyfolen cultellusy radiatusy aratinus ; a folarisy 
two inches and a half in diameter j tellina gargadiagari; cardium cojiatumy cardffa'y 
donax fcortum; venussdgzajg; fpondylus regius ; cbama cordifomiis; area glycimerh ; ojirea 
paHiumy felisypesy operculdrisy Ifognomn malleus ; mytilusfrons; pinna digitiyformisy jac- 
catOy lobata ; a conus princepsy of two inches, extremely rare j a number or harps, one 
of which three inches and a half long; ammiralis fummus fpedrumj bulla ampulla, pbyfis 
canalicida folidalis ; valuta porphyria, pertufa, Mtbiopica ; Jlrombits latiffimusy epidromisy 
urceusy ater ; iroebus telefcopius ; a turbo perfonatusyfcalaris, of nearly two inches / 'belix 
byantbena, amarula, haliotdidea ; nerita canvena, albanten, corona; baliotis marmoratay 
parva, patella, porcelana, anguis ; ferpula lumbricalis anguina / a mitella, very rare, and 
an argonaut of eight inches. The colleftion of coralsy nullepores, madrepores, and fubi- 
pores, from the Baltic, Red, and Indian feas, is very perfect. The colleftion of minerals 
very felc£t. A large mummy in good prefei*vation, of unufual fize. Among the col- 
le&ion of plants is that made by Mr. Hqffelquif, in the Levant, and particularly in Pa- 
•leftine, and that made by Mr. Kalm in North America. The cabinet contains a finall 
library <4 analogous books. - • 

The Queen*s apartments are not very numerous, they confift of three rooms and an 
audience chamber, all Of them fumilhed after the antique. I'he audience chamber' is 
full of paintings by Ebrenjlrall fix of them are large, and rqj^refent an allegorical feries 
of the hiftory of Sweden, in which the reign of Charles XI. is moil particularly diilin- 
guifhable; the ceiling is beaudful. In a hall adjoining are feven portraits and two hif- 
torical paintings. In the gallery, ten large pi^ures and two above the door, feverally 
reprefenting batries of Charles Guftavus. In the Jirji above the door, Charles X. with 
feveral gentlemen in his fuite, furrounded by Poliln coflacks, cutting, their way through 
them; neither time nor place are defignated. In the fecond, nothing is to be feen but 
heaps of dead, and rtroops engaging. Near the o^pofite dodr, the battle of Colembo, 
which took place on the 8th February, 1656, and m which Charles X. gained acom<* 
plete vidory over the Poles. Next the door, in a large painting the battle of Gnefna 
is reprefented, fought on the 27th April, 1756, and in which Duke Adolphus John, as 
Generalliflimo, defeated the Polifti army, and obtained coitfiderable booty. Of four 
large pidures which fucceed, the firft: reprefents the battle of Philippovo, on the lath 
October, 1656, in which General Guftavus Otto Stesiboek ^ Lithuanian army 

and ten thoufand Tartars; the three others the battle of "Warfew, in 1656, on the 18th, 
19th, and 20th July, in which Charles X. entirely routed the Polifti army. Four pic¬ 
tures 
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tores are placed a^mH: the piers between the windows; in thefirll the Poles, by Prince 
Honiefpolki their reprefentative, take the oath of fidelity to Field Marlhal Count Witten¬ 
berg, a circumftance which took place on the 16th Odober, 1655. The fecond repre* 
fents the puflage of the Little Belt on the 30th January, 1658, and the defeat of the 
Danes by Charles X. in the ifland of Funen. The third, the paflageof the Great Belt 
on the yth'February, 1658. The fourth pidures the ceremony of Count Potofld, as 
deputy from the Poles, tendering the oath of fidelity to Count Douglas^ on the 3d No¬ 
vember, 1655, at Sandomir. I’he next apartment is full of family pieces. • A number 
of rooms fuccecd, in one of which fome handfome tapeftry of the Gobelins^ the laft an 
anticHamber, containing hunting pieces. On the large ftair cafe, the nine Mufes’ in 
marble, natural fizc, Apollo and Minerva the fame, all modern. Many bufts in mar¬ 
ble. On the landing place between the windows, in bronze, a Centaur carrying off a 
young girl, and Mercury with a lion. Two apartments, the one a reading clofet, the 
other a card room with blue furniture} this laft has'a ftove in it with Chinefe figures, 
prefented by the Emprefs of Ruffia. A painting reprefenting His prefent Majefty, then 
Prince-royal, on horfeback, led by a page, painted by Breda a Swede, now in London. 
Charles XII. on foot. Eighteen portraits, principally of his generals} fome of thofe of 
Charles X1. Three battle pieces, one the fight of 1 lelfmburg-in .1710, the other the inva- 
fion of Zet! :nd in 1700. A gallery correfponding with that before deferibed, contains a 
firailar numb-'T of paintings, reprefeming the vidories of Charles XL; over the door is 
Charles XI. followed by Count Dahlber^, galloping up to the left wing of his army, 
with w'hich he drove the Danes from oft the field on the. 4th December, 1756. Ad¬ 
joining is a large painting which reprefents the battle of 2 ttes^hed, near Raunneberga hills 
in Scania, where Charles XL obtained a vidory over Chriftian V. On the principal 
wail, four large pidiures of the battle of Lund^ in which Charles XI. attacked the Da- 
nilh army four feveral times in as many difterent pofitions, and defeated it on the 4th 
December, 1676. Near the oppofite door a large piece, the battle of Halmjiadtf where 
Charles XI. beat the Danes near Fyllebro^ the i9th Auguft, 1676. Over the door, 
Charles XI. is feen occompanied by Generals Ajehenberg and Hahlberg^oxVang their 
way through twenty-one fquadrons of the enemy’s cavalry to aflift the left wing of his 
army on the 4th December, 1676. Between the windows, the battle of Rugen on the 
gth January, 1678, in which the Swedes under general Koningfmarkt entirely defeated 
the Danes and thdr allies. The fiege of Malmoe, with Chriftian V. before the town, 
on the 6th June, 177. A ivdure of the pafifage of the Gautha river effeded by Count 
Guftavus Stenbock, and owing to which the Danifti General Dimkam was obliged to raife 
the fiege of Bohus on the 19th July, 1678. Another difplaying the Dane and Norwe¬ 
gian forces combined before the town. 

There are a number of fmall apartments at the end of this gallery, (in one of which 
on the floor, were the likenefles of the King of France and the Emprefs of Ruflia,) 
which are to hang together in a gallery, wherein is to be exhibited the dpsrent battles 
fought in the reign of Guftavus III.: Defpres is chaiged with the execution of this plan,. 
There are to be eleven pieces, of the names of which this painter holds a lift. A grand 
faloon almoft fquare, which formerly ferved as a hall of aftembly for the ftates, is 
intended to be ma|;nificently decorated under the diredion of the fame artift. 

The play-houfe is without the caftle; it coft 66,000 rix-dollars building: the benches 
rife in an amphitheatre, and there are nd boxes, unlefs indeed a few clofe to the ftage 
for the King, Ehin<:es,|&c. It is a very handfome laloon thirty-eight dlls in length by 
feventeen vnde, and twenty-feven high. The adors and adreftes have all of them apart¬ 
ments either within the building or adjoining. Hie gardens azt pleaftnt. 'Hie ifland 
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of Apollo and the Chinefe pleafure houfe, in which every thing corrtfponds with it* 
title, are highly deferving of notice : occaHonally His Majefty dines here, it is called at 
times Canton^ which has given name to a fort of village about a quarter of a league from 
the caftle, confifting wholly of country boxes. The King fpends four or five months 
at Drottingholm, in a very numerous circle; and the refidence is exceedingly pleafant. 
The paffage thither fix years ago w'as far from pleafant, fince in coming from Stock¬ 
holm, you had to go acrofs the lake which is very wide, arid the ferry, always incon¬ 
venient, was fornctimes dangerous. At prefent it is excellent from one end to the other,, 
in many places the road is cut out of the rock, and finiflied in every part at a very great 
cxpcnce. , In going to the caftle from Stockholm you pafs over three bridges, the firft of 
nine hundred feet, the fccond one thoufand four hundred, and the third, which joins 
Drottingholm, feven hundred ; the latter coft 5000 rix-dollars, anil was completed in 
two and twenty tlays. In tlic neighbourhood of this bridge it is that an obelifk of granite 
fifty feet in height is to be ereded, on the right coming from Stockholm, to comnie- 
mdrate the completion of this charming piece of road, a mile * in length from caftle to 
caftle, and which fpace the late King was wont to travel over in fixteen or feventeea 
minutes. 

Cartberg, near the lake on the north, is, as it were, in the fuburbs of Sirockholm,- 
which are joined to it by a long alley of trees: the King no longer refides here, and 
the Queen but vifits it for a ride; the houfe has little to boaft, the gardens are pleafant. 
This heuf' was, in 1792, fet apart as a new fchool for cadets. 

Svjanfim is a caftle in an iflaiid of lake Moeler, two miles from the city. It was in¬ 
habited by the Queen Dowager, but fince her death was empty up to 1791> when the 
King made a prefent of it to his filler; it contains nothing worth notice. 

IJlriefdalt half a mile from Stockholm on the road to Updfal, is much larger than the 
two caltlcs before mentioned; the King moftiy pays it a vifit once a year: it has nothing 
worth notice. 

Haga is a fmall pavilion, a quarter of a league from the north gate; it is very agree¬ 
ably fituated in niidft of woods and on the brink of a lake: within, it is furniflied under 
the diredion of Mafrellier, with the greateft elegance, and was the favorite refidence of 
the late King, who fpcntw'eeks together here, even in the depth of winter. In 1791 a 
new palace was begun, which was oa a magnificent fcale. Defpres was the archited, 
tlie foundations wei'e already laid, and it was to be finifhed by 179.6, but whether it haS’ 
been ijroceeded upon of not, we are ignorant. The beautiful groupe of Cupid and 
Pyfche, which w'e before Iiave noticed, was to be removed to Haga: for its reception 
the King ordered a temple to be built entirely after the antique; it was to form a fquarc,. 
at the bottom was to be a niche, and the light to proceed from above. What poffibly 
tvnded to encrcafe the inclination of His Majefty towards this retreat,, was the circum- 
ftance of the revolution of 1772 being planned in a little corner of the garden, whiclt 
is vifited with much intereft. His Majefty has ordered a ref^voir to be cut in the rock 
adjoining a fmall lake which you pafs along,, coming from the city, to furnilh water, and 
facilitate the conftrudion of jets d’eau and cafeades. It will be a very handfome piece 
©f work if' completed. Vifitors to tins fummer-houfe wear a particular uniform, with- 
which none but perfons of great diflin^lion are favoured by His Majefty. 

The Park. This is the moft frequented fpot in the neighbourhood of Stockholm, 
©n account of its proximity ; it is fituated towards the eaft, without the town on the 
£ca fide.. It is Cuftomary for folks to repair hither on Maydaj^ the fame as thofe of 

*- A SwediSi mil«, fix and a half mllet Engllfli. 

5.* Paris, 
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Paris, at Longcbarnps^ on All Saints. The King appears in his coach. In 1791 we faw 
him there with the Prince Royal, the grand equerry, and a Captain of the, guards, ef. 
corted by his life and dragoon guards. The Queen, Princes, and Prmceffes make their 
appearance as well, with but very few attendants. Prince Charles alone was on horfe- 
back, efcorted by life guards, alfigned him by the King as an acknowledgement of his 
fervices, in the fame manner as did Frederic II. to his brother. Prince Henry. This ce¬ 
remony, if a Ample promenade deferve that title, confifts in taking a turn or two in 
the park. The King alighted at the Spanifli minifter’s, who has built a comitry houfe 
in a Angular poAtion. It is upon a fmall promontory projefting into the fca, fo that in 
his faloon you may fancy yourlelf on board of Ihip. All veffels arriving at, or failing 
from Stockholm, pafs by this fpot, and the paffage is in this part fo narrow, that you 
may converfe with the marines, even at times without a trumpet. This is in fummer 
an incomparable Atuation. The King has made a prefent to him, as well as fcveral- 
other perfons (with a view of engaging them to build) of a pretty conAderable extent of 
ground, which, with what he gains upon the fea, by throwing out piers, enables him ic* 
encreafe his eftatc, and procure all country enjoyments. 

The Camp m the Park. On the 24th June, (St. John's Day,J a niay-bulh is planted 
before the gates of caftles and country-houfes, as in France is done on the ill of May, 
the King and royal family Aiew themfelves again in the park, and remain at the camp.. 
This camp, which lafts all the month of June, is compofed of the garrifon of Stock¬ 
holm, that is to fay, of the two regiments of guards, the artillery corps, one battalion of 
the Queen Dowager’s guards, and the dragoons. Along the lines, on that day, long 
May poles are Ruck in the ground, ornamented with garlands and cyphers of leaves, 
and fometimes w'ith Ihields and devices; at the foot of each are barrels of beer on Rands. 
At fix or feven o’clock, at a certain Agnal, the barrels are tapped, and each foldier re¬ 
ceives a pipe, a fmall loaf of bread, two herrings, and a trifle of money ; a treat of 
their feveral Captains. The muAc of each regiment Rrikes up, and the foldicrs begin 
drinking and dancing. Aerofs every barrel fits a foldier fantafiically drefled either 
Bacchus, or in foine other charafter more or lefs grotefque : he it is who drinks the; 
ArR, and gives the toaRs, which are numerous enough, and are always fucceeded by an 
exclamation of vivat: whenever any of the royal family or r general paffes, their heal tit- 
is drank with a vivat. Soldiers in difguife are drawn on carriages all along the line;. 
thefc with drollery and Anging flrive to pleafe the people who flock in crowds to laugh; 
at them: they fometimes take indecent licence. Soon as the evening, roll is beat, a’l 
immediately difperfe in good order. The royal family generally fup in camp in the 
King’s tent; His MajeRy himfelf frequently fleeps in it, and notwithflanding he was 
not prefent in 1791, h's tent was erected and occupied by Geixeral Armfeldt (with whom 
the court fupped) as Commandant of the camp and troops ; the King giving him the 
General’s Stall, at the time of his departure, to hold during the whole of his ahfcnce. 
This particular Raft'is of bronsie, overfpread with fmall crowns in gold from one end 
to the other. The King commonly at his levee on, Monday gives the Raff to one of his 
aides decampy to be entitled to which the individual muR at leaft be a colonel; and 
during the whole time of his retaining it, he has fuprerae power over all that regards 
the fervice in Stockholm, Princes and Generals not excepted ; in one word, i:i what¬ 
ever regards military raattei^ he reprefents the King himfelf. This Raff mull never be ■ 
lJud afide; it is held generally for a week when the King is at Stockholm, and fome- 
times longer. His Swedifh MajeRy adopted this cuRom from the court of RuRia; 
bowcYcr if fuch a praftice remains there at prefent, it is with a difference.. 
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Chap. XI .—of the SwediJhTroopu Difpojition fthe Soldiery,-^ Abufes in mi¬ 
litary Matters.. 

THE Swedilh amy is compofed of a fraall number of regiments, either levies or in 
garrifon, and nationaftroops: the firft, as every where elfe, are compofed of foldiers cn- ^ 
rolled,' taken wherever they were to be found. The national regiments are on eftab- 
lilhment only when under order, or during reviews. 

The provinces fumifli according to their population and extent, either a regiment of 
in&ntry or cavalry. ’ Each individual foldier, as well as ofScer, pofleffes a portion of 
land and a dwelling; and the enrolment is made in fuch manner that as nearly as poffi- 
ble the Colonel fliould live in thg center of his regiment, and each Captain in the midft 
of bis men. This colleftion of refidences is called Bojlelks. 

As the revenue of the different eftates very much depends on the nature of the foil, 
the polls of Colonel and Captain differ accordingly, but maybe ellimated at worth the 
one from 1200 to 2000 rix-dollars, the other from 3 to 5C0. 

Each diftriO: is thus obliged to furnifli one or more men, according to its being more or 
lefs peopled. Inftantly as one departs for the army his fucceffor is defignated immedi¬ 
ately, fo that in cafe of death the fubftitution of another man fnould take place without 
delay. If a canton be too inconfiderable tofurnilha man, a number unite. for the 
purpofe. 

During the interval of military fervice, (a confiderable part of the year,) he either 
works at his bufinefs or cultivates the ground, and is paid by the proprietor of the ha¬ 
bitation, which affords him Ihelter, at the fame rate as other workmen. Three months 
after the death of a foldier, his wife and children are obliged to give up the dwelling to 
his fucceffor. 

When the clergy were defpoiled of thdr poffelEons, the crown diftributed them in 
great meafure to individuals upon their engagement at the lime, to fumilh perpetually, 
and maintain a certain number of foldiers. Such was the bafis of the mode which is 
now in practice, which having been ratified by divers diets, is become a fimdaraental 
bafeof the military conftimtioh. 

All the troops wear the Swedilh drefe, that is to fay, a jacket and cloak. This cloathing 
is unfuitable to fo cold a climate; the cloak does not defend the whole of the body, and 
moft needs be cumberfome in engagement. The foldiers Wear round hats. 

Some reginfcnts, but thdr number is few (that of the Queen for example) are dreffed 
after the French fafliion. The general officers w^ear a blue coat vriih gold tags: they 
mollly have a regiment to themfelves. Lieutenant-Colonels wear two epaulets, the 
feme as Colonels in France. Officers of whatfoever rank, wear a blue and yellow fcarf 
under their jacket, and their handkerchief tied round their left arm. In the lafl: war 
if was perceived that this diftinftion, too ftriking not to be vifible, pointed them out a8 
marks for the enemy. The Swedilh cockade ia yellow. 
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State cf the SwetSJb Amtj in 1791 * 
Infantry. 

Levin. 

ift Regiment of foot ^rds, 

>jtd do. of guards, wmte and black 
Artillery, - - . . 

The Sling’s regiment, ... 

The Queen^s do.. 

The Queen Dowager’s do., 

Springporten’s regiment, 

Stedin^s do., .... 
Two others of dght hundred men each, * 

Foot yagers, .... 

Total of the levied in&ntry, » 

Cavalry. 

Levies. 

Hufiars, ... 

Light Horfe, 

Squadron of Coi&cks, 

Total, 
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No. of Men. 
1200 
1500 
2890 
800 
1200 
1260 
800 
1200 
1600 
800 

*3**50 


597 

250 

*50 

997 


National Troops^ 
Infantry. 


The Regiment of Upland, 
of Skaraborg, 
of Obo, 
of Kronlber^, 
of Jonkoeupmg, • 
of Bjoeumeborg, 
of Dalecarlie, - 
of Oftrogothie,* - 
of Tavaftehus, 
of Helfingie 
of Elffborg 


1200 
1200 
1025 
1200 
1 100 
1025 
1200 
1500 
1200 
1200 j 
1200 


IThe Regiment of Veftrogothiaw - 1200 
ofSavolaz, - 123/ 

of Weftmania, - 1055 

of Nyland„ . 900 

of Calmar,. . 1100 

ofNerida^ndVarmia, 1674 
of Oftrobothnia, . 1200 
efJemtland, » 1040 

Total of national infantry 22,457 


, Cavalry. 

The recent of the body guard, at prefent compofed of four 
fquadrons of Cuiraifiers, four of Light Dragoons, and 
one battaUon of Chafleurs, amounts colledively to • 1525 

The ftandard of the NoblelTe, • - 395 

The regiment of Weftrogoth^ ... 1000 


Carry forward 


2920 


* At prefent grenadiers of the body guard. 


of 
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Brough tforward • 3920 

of Smaland, (now the dragoons') - looo 
of Oftrogothie, (now the dragoons) - 1000 

of Northern Scania, - - lOOo 

of Southern Scania, - - 1000 

The company of Jemtland, (now dragoons) - - 100 

Total of national cavalry, - 7020 

Dragoons. 

The body guard, ... 1000 

The regiments of Bohus, now half difmounted, - laoo 

of Nyland and Tavadehus, - 1000 

The fquadron of Carelie, - - - 250 

Total of national dragoons, - 3450 


The annexed table will give an ample detail ef the Swedijh armyt and what it cojls the 
crown, 

EKpence of the provincial army in the following years; 


JRemaii. /^ccojding to the report of the royal college of war in 74 , the provincial regiment, coll f e 
crown 1,105.34)' filver dollars, paid by rents j and according to the report of 1 he royal chamber of ac¬ 
counts in 17/2, their coil was i,t 19.316 filver dollars, of the like value, ^boih ellimattd according to the 
valuation of the crown, which, according to th'e courfe of exchange of the prefenc day, mull be doubled if 
Bot tripled. The crown gives for the pufl bolls and hoJleUcs of the officers ol cavalry the fum of 8 7..,.,81 HI- 
ver dollats, in rents at 9 marks ^exarptnt, tor ten tboufand one hundred and tifty-four cavaliers and dragoons, 
includiijg thiee bandied and ninety-five j’ra/ d’ermes { but the gardet du corps, as officers without b^tlUs, 
are not included. 



In 1696, when 
Sweden poiTcfled the 
whole of Finland. 


Crabsns or life-guards, formerly Gardes du corps. 
Officers of the regiment Adeisfana, (in Sweden, 

cavalry, \ in Finland, 

B . . , fin Sweden, 

Regiments of cavalry, 

_ fin Sweden, 

tin Finland, 

, , , 5 Sweden, 


Infantry, 


Finland, 


Silver dollars. 

43,420 

12,220 

2633 

628,968 

342,926 

56,606 

7801 

187,042 

» 5»533 


1,266,149 


Annual 
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Annual expence of the generdity and raifed regiments at the undermentioned 

epochs. 



1696. 1768. 

at 24 inarka, at 42 marks, 

or 1 dots, per rix-dol. or 34 dots, per rix*do]. 


The generality. 

Regiment of guards. 

Two corps of uhafliturs in Finland, 
One of light dragoons in do. 
Huifars, 

rortrcffia, J 

’ I in Finland, 

Stores for the fleet and army, 
Cloathing for the fin Sweden, 
troops, I in Finland, 


H.050 

11M88 

210,482 


195,879 

125,00c 


1,034,217 


18,247 

145,000 

228,371 

157,448 


101,848 

202,626 

63,722 

39»i8o 

8,783 
160,000 
200,000 
53 *.450 



2 36,000 
195,300 
62,273 
12,800 
122,464 

210,500 

64.375 

39.8 

8 . 7«3 

250,000 



2,280,541 


2,717,8JBo 



General expence of the army according to the Rolls of 1787. 


For the college of war. 

The ftaff . . . - . 

The commilTariat in Finland, 


in Finland, 

n’l.- ... :ii-.„ •« Sweden, 

1 he artillery, p, 

<!»»■>"•. 'siss: 
{Sl-ra 

Wood, coal, and ^ in the fortrefles, 
Engineers, 

Stores, 

Ilnllars and dragoons of Carelia, 
ChaflTeurs in Finland, 

Military fchool of Hapanieml, 
Cloathing for the troops, 

The ultpetrt diredoiy, 

Eipeoce on marches m Sweden, 

Do. in Finland, 


16,299 

4,664 

7.949 

281,130 

94 . 4«5 

65,042 

18,329 

75.848 

59,886 

54,000 

26,000 

26,003 

13.618 

30**46 

40.760 

10,839 

1.250 

147.429 

60,793 

20,000 

10,000 


Total Rit-doUari in ^lecie, 14164,996 18 Si 


VOL. VU 


The 












Infantry. 
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ITie Swcdifh army in the year 1776, 


Segimenta. 


Adelsfana, not Irvied, 
The body guards, 
Cuirafllers, 
Weftrogothia, 
Ollrogothia, 

Smaland, 

Northern Scania, 
Southern do. 
Jeintland, 


No. of men 

Ex pence. 


Silver dolbrst 

1200 

10,217 

tzoo 

9974 

1025 

« 5 .l 7 i 

t200 

'3.117 

noo 

10430 

1100 

10.107 

1025 

15.369 

1200 

10,786 

1220 

' 0.437 

IO05 

'4.473 

1200 

10,906 

1200 

9988 

1300 

9936 

1238 

9620 

1200 

'4.537 

1056 

10.817 

i 100 

10,540 

103 ^ 

14.537 

'474 

18,599 

1200 

14,560 

128 

15.199 

1048 

31.621 

— *4.344 

-291,351 

1800 

160,751 

3000 

1000 


265,875 

800 



lOOO 

1000 

■400 

1200 

• 

431.500 

400 

i2 ,8 oo 

- 11,400 

-870,926 

35.744 

Pay 1,162,277 


Cavalry. 


Silver doUais. 
14,158 
52.118 
* 45 . 7*5 
77.476 

94.889 

81,811 

85.974 

84.833 

6,417 


Provincial dragoons. 

Dragoons of the body guard, looo 
Nvland, looo 

The fquadren of CareliSf 250 

of Bobus, O04 


643401 


89,060 

87.340 

17.073 

59.677 

- 253,150 


Light troops recruited. 


The light dragoons, 
HulTars, 


62,273 

91,848 


154.1*1 


•’rovincial Regiments. 


pland, 

araborg, 

30 , 

idermania, 

•onobctj7, 

nkop-ig.^ 

oeuinihoig, 

alecarlia, 

Irogotbia, 

tvaftclius, 

elfingie, 

fsbotg, 

cftrogotlta, 

volax, 

eilmania, 

eAerbothnia, 

Imar, 

.land, 

rricie and Vermelande, 
lerbothnia, 
imenegord, 
ntland. 


Ucniited Regiments. 


isrds, 

lillery, 

lecn-dowager’s guards, 

e King’s regiment, 

ingporttn’t, 

za’s, 

ftte’s, 

sen, 

e Savolax yagers. 


W. Two farms commonly between diem provide one fiaidier, or form a rote according to the extent and excellence of the 
i. The crown cloatbs the troop:, and provides warlike ftures s bptMpoo review dayf, held, for the fake of liquidation of the 
incial regiments once a year, a certain fum is, deducted j>ut of his advances fpTi his eqiii|;ment, which is new every eleven 
s. The ^rmer fumiihrs the fbldier with his working drefs, which, occaJiont b great faving lo the crpwn: thus Sweden, 
roportion to its popobtion,'is enabled to arm double tnc,number of men,to what other powers tan do,,who, while fhe can 
every twelfth man, (including the navy,) can arm no more than one in twent^oiK \ and this the mex-e readily, horn the 
er being capable by his labour of eocning fubfiftence for. bis wife and family. The^3^4r of the officers of the provincial 
ments (I mean the infantry,) amount annually to the fum of 232,765 filver dollars, aocprding to the eftimation of the crown 
or the regiments of provincial cavalry, a rent.1l of 60 dollars per annum is (et afide for the maintenance of each mm, bis hoifc 
equipment; in feme provinces this rental is but 50 dallnrs. The dragoons Ure differently maintaiHed, with from 15 to 30 
.rs aUowance. The^mr ttarma receive 500 marks per man, if maintained by a number of peafants, and this fum mayoc- 
mally amount to 580 where fupported by ouc aloiic: this'i-egfincnl not bMng ralfed as yet, tne pcafantry pay this fum as a 
■gift to the crown, and the weight of its preffure on individuals is dependant on circumiUnees. 

emarh. i. An extent of land which maintains a foot foldier or failor is called a Rtle } an eflate which maintains a horfe fob 



rporated in tile iniautry. me regiment 01 guaras conuiis at prefent 01 no more man one inouisno two nunurea men ; 
King in 179a creating a fecond regiment of one thou&nd five hundred men. At his death a number of changes took place 
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Expence of the whole army. 


■ 

Provincial infantry, . . 

Do. cavalry, 

Men. 

H*J 44 

io,28z 

Silver doiar.). 

89 '’»S 5 ‘ 


Together, 

14*626 

■ 

1,187,902 

Recruited infantry, 

Do. cavalry. 

0 0 

0 0 

870,926 

i 54.>21 



12,100 


1,025,047 

The ftafF, - 

Fortifications, ordnance, and ammunition, 
Cioathing for the troops. 


20,^80 

1,542,124 

448,513 

2,011,217 




Total of expence, • 



4,224,166 • 

* But cad up hy the author, poffibly owing to fome") 
omiilion, - . . J 

5.271.848 


The difpofition of the Swedifli troops is high fpirited, the officer generally brave, the 
fddier much refembling the French foldier : he bears with impatience a continued fire, 
and after fuffering a few feconds without being able to return it, you are abfolutely 
obliged’ to charge. He readily reforts to the bayonet, and the Ruffians many times ex¬ 
perienced in the laft war how much they are to be dreaded with this weapon. The of¬ 
ficer muft pofitively head his troops, and frequently advance a few fteps in front, with¬ 
out which poflibly the line might refufe to advance, this form complied with the Swedes 
will follow wherever thev are led; During the war in Finland, a regiment of infantry 
wis ordered to charge tne enemy; the King fent for its Colonel, who was near him, 
tb \>c oi'de de camp general^ Notwithftandibg this was told, not a man would ad¬ 
vance, and His Majelty was obliged to fend back his aide decamp to head the regimenr, 
in which fituation he was wounded. The Swede fires but flowly, yet aims well: rarely 
does it happeb that a company fires at once, each man is left to difeharge his piece at 
pleafure. After five or fi* rounds, if expofed to a battery or a fuperror fire, you mull 
fiRd to the charge, or would expofe yourfelf to the companies charging diforderly of 
themfelves. The Swediih foldier is religious; prayers are read exadly every day in 
each regiment} he is naturally honeft, fpums -at any thing mean, and is an utter ftran- 
ger to tflofe vices whifch difgrace the foldier throughout almoil all Europe. This cha- 
ra£ker, however, belong to the national troops alone; the regiments levied, or in gar- 
rifon, are compofed in the fame manner as every where elfe. 

It is requifite the Swedidii foldier fitbuld be well fed} he bears with difficulty any fub« 
traSion from his allowance, or «ven with having it delayed. This is a cafe which can¬ 
not be too ftrongly recqminended tdSwedifh oflkere. , 

Numerous abufes prevail in the Rdminiflration of military affairs. Commiffions are 
publicly fold notwithllfindirig the King's fpecial orders that fuch fhameful traffic Ihduld 
ceslfe.' He knows, fo as to put it Seyond doubt, that his orders are not regarded j ne- 
vertheleft he cari do no more: the matter is condu£ted with lb much art as never to ad¬ 
mit of proof, fo that even the Colonels are oftentimes in ignorance of it themfelves. 

The minifters sfre not nice ib keeping the prdmifes they make to dSScers: we can 
quote in prtjof bf tHfe; a Freftchmani ivho fought through the whole campaign in Fin- 
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land, who received flattering teftimonials of Jjis conduct from every general under whom 
heferved, yet was unable to get a company till two years after the peace, notwithftand- 
ing it was formally promifed him^ and that he was every way deferving. A number 
of officers have waited a long time, even with the King’s recommendation in their 
pocket, Minifters and general officers obje£t to foreigners on account of their igno¬ 
rance of the language of the country, but when requifite to order them to face the ene¬ 
my they never think of this deficiency, but rate them as they truly are, very fit for the 
purpofe. 


Chap. XII. —Journey to the Mims ; Sahla ; JfvejiadSxter ; Orncs; Fahlun\ Mora} 

£ If dal; Quarries of Porphyry. — Dakcarlians. — Gejle. — CataraH of Elfscarleby. 

—Suderfors. 

The tour of which we are about to render account is very interefiing; provided you 
be difpofed to pay attention to every thing curious it will take up a fortnight. Wead- 
vife it to be undertaken in the month of May, a period when the fnow is entirely thaw¬ 
ed ; for unlefs you have the precaution to wait until the fnow is wholly gone, you will 
be deprived of the pleafure of feeing many interefting fpots, the road to which is fre¬ 
quently impaflable during the thaw. 

From Stockholm to Sahla is twelve miles, and an excellent road- 'JThe latter is fitu- 
ated on the banks of the river which feparates the government of Stockholm from that 
of Upfal. Before you reach the ftage called Tibhf you find two marble monuments, 
the inferiptions on whicli Ihew them to have been erefted in commemoration of the 
marriage of Adolphus Frederic, with the Princefs of Pruffia, and the arrival of the 
Queen of Guftavus III. 

Sahla is a fmall and very badly paved town; the Ilreets are flrafght; the houfes en¬ 
tirely of wood, very low, being feldom more than one fiory high; it may cemtain about 
two thoufand four hundred inhabitants, the greater part H whom are employed in the 
' mines. Flappening to arrive on the day on which a mother and daughter, who died of 
different complaints, were buried, we remarked the fame oftentation in the funeral, that 
we had noticed at Stockholm; as perfons concerned in the mine, each of them was car¬ 
ried by eight workmen; the country people and miners who followed them to the grave 
were all decently clad in black, in a much better manner indeed than is ufual in oth# 
countri^ with people of the fame condition. The church, confidering the fize of the 
town, is handfome enough. The living of Sahla, which is one of the bed in Sweden,, 
brings in 20Q0 dollars: the Count de Schwerin, fon of the deceafed fenator of that name, 
is the prefent incumbent. The neighbourhood of this town is very plcaf;^. 

Sahlabutta is the name of the place where the foundry is, a quarter of a league'from 
the town: as you travel thither you notice a number of houfes. Handing by themfelves 
(forfoar of fire) which ferve as magazines for ftcmng the com, gfain, andjorageof the. 
inhabitants. All the hqufes of Sahlahutta are occupied by different. |iei^s l;>elonging 
to the foundry. There is there a church ) a river which pafles through it ferves to> 
work a number of wheels. More thaQ two hundred workmen are employ^ at the 
foundry, and a like number at the mines. The ftonft drawn &om the mine are carried 
into a building containing two and thirty pedles moved by wheels, which ferve to reduce 
them to powder: there are two forts of powder, the one called flour or dull, and the 
other pane} thefirfl of which is the belt: the ore thus pounded, runS^ off into wooden 
receivers, is fpread upon iheets of coarfe cloth, and walhed by water which falls over 
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it; it is ftirred with a fort of blunt ftick j this oi)eration is termed the wafting. In this 
part of the building there are eight wafting machines, and fifty-fix are diftributed in dif¬ 
ferent other places. As the mine is on th? oppofite fide of the town, an eftablilhment 
is about to be formed in its neighbourhood, fimilar to this for jounding and wafting the 
ore; the carriage thus will be lefs, when the ufelefs matter is feparated from the ore 
taken for melting. The wafting yields two kinds of ore; that which remains at the 
, bottom is the ricneft. From this part we went to where it is calcined; they make ufe 
*of wood for heating their furnaces, two in number, each of which works three fchip- 
punds of ore at a time. In another building a wheel a£ks upon eight pair of bellows, 
and a number of wooden mallets ufed to pound the charcoal which isafterwards mixed 
with clay, and ferves to form the bed on which the lead and filver runs, upon their 
flowing from the furnace. In another building the calcined ore is thrown upon burn¬ 
ing charcoal; In this building there are four furnaces on the firft ftory j and in one ad¬ 
joining two othei-s of like dekription much lefs high. The melted matter falls, and. 
when the fcoria: are taken off, an iron crow is ftruck into the body of the furnace, and 
the metal runs into a hole made in the ground; by a fecond procefs it is ftaped into in¬ 
gots, in moulds, and in this Hate it is Amply filver and lead. Adjoining is a houfe con¬ 
taining a furnace in which the lead is feparated from the filver; in this operation the 
lead becomes vitrified, and is afterwards reduced to its natural ftate; this operation takes 
up eight and forty hoiirtf; a very hot fire for eight or nine hours is requifite as a laft 
procefs, to purify the filver entirely from the little lead which ftill remains; this is done 
in a brick furnace placed under a bell, and the method ufed is much the fame as that 
in praftice at Frcyberg. One quintal of ore yields between • two and three loths of 
pure filver, and ten pounds of lead. 

The wages of the workmen vaiw, fome are paid by the job, others by the month or 
day ; fome receive no more than from one to two rix-dollars a month; then feeing they 
work for twenty-four hours at a ftretch, have a reft-daj^ alternately, with a day of la¬ 
bour ; the foremen of the foundryraay earn about 50 nx-dollars per annum, the com- 
mon workmen from 16 to 25. A warehoufe is to be built for the charcoal; the car- 
cafe is already compleat. On the fide of the foundnr you have a delightful profpeft of 
a fmall lake, three quarters of a mile long, and a furiong broad. In another brick 
building, two large furnaces are conftrudting, coated externally with iron and gitlnite; 
the interior is to be ofa ftone which refifts fire; it is expefted they will be 
compleated this year 1791, when the two others we have before-mentioned are to be 
deftroyed ; thefe are in a feparate building where the poorer part of the ore, fuch as is 
not wafted, is roafted; it is blended with ftlphur for the purpofe of extrading the fmall 
portion of filver it contains. Four open furnaces are conffantly at work, and two fmaller 
ones; in thefe layers of charcoal are placed Ujpon layers of ore, and a ftratum of coal at 
the top. On thefe not only is that ore laid apparently but pdor, but fuch Icoriaj as are 
fufpeded to contain any particles of filver, fo that this matter thus roafted confifts of 
iron, fulphur, fcoria:, and limeftone. This operation has the effeft of caufing-the ful- 
phur to evaporate, the iron to become calx, and fits them to melt together with the 
^wd;r of filver and lead. For this calcination five hours are requifite; fivefehip- 
purds of ore may thus be calcined daily ; thepure leadenore is called/Mf/&/rr. The 
expences of the foundry are about 6000 rix-dollars. 

The mine of Sablberg is fituated half a league from Sahla, and belongs entirely to in¬ 
dividuals } it is divided into one hundred ana frxty lots or ftares, to each lot belonging 

• From aS ounce to in ounce and a half Englifh, AvoWupoii weight. 
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a por tion of land and fome ground in the town. The (hares in 1790 wemworth a^ leafl: 
1000 rix-dollars each. The net produce of each j(hare was 30 rix-dollars; the expence 
of working tiie mine is 6000 rix-dollars, which added to 6000 (that of the foundry) 
and 4800, the net fum (hared among the proprietors, makes 16,800 rix-dollars, exclu- 
fivc of the King’s tenth, the falaries of the officers, the charges for the maintenance of 
the works, as well external as internal, and the machinery, which may amount to 7 or 
80CO rix-dollars more, the mine having yielded in 1790, 3000 marks of filver. This mine, 
worked from time immemorial, was formerly much more rich; it has produced 24,000 
marks; but the richeft galleries have fallen in ; there is, notwithftandmg, ore met with 
in one part now worked, which yields • 30 loths of filver per quintal, but this vein it is 
feared will quickly be exhaulted. The mine at its firft bottom is from one hundred 
, and fix, to one hundred and nine, fathoms deep, at its extremity one hundred and 
fifty. 

The works of this mine are highly defending of notice and wonderful. You de- 
feend by a mouth called Queen Chrifiina’s, the opening which is twenty-nine feet by 
nineteen i this leads to the firft gallery: the manner of going down in buckets is un- 
pleafant to many, yet what may tend to give courage to the adventurer, no example 
ever was known of the cord breaking; and if any accidents ever happen, which occa- 
fionally do to the number of two or three in the year, it is uniformly owing to impru¬ 
dence and careleflTnefs. A fingular prejudice prevails here with refped to women: the 
workmen pretending that as often as any one enters the mine fome misfortune will in¬ 
evitably follow. A woman going down a few years ago, a workman within two days 
afterwards committed filicide, which has no ways contributed to diminifii this preju¬ 
dice: the workmen confequently look with an evil eye on any woman who may at¬ 
tempt to go down, a matter which rarely happens. 

The bucket in which you defeend is fafiened by three chains of iron to a rope, which is 
changed every ten months, and which afterwards ferves to draw up the ore. As many 
asfive may go down in the bucket, but generally no more than three or four defeend at 
a time. We were fix minutes in gomg down, and fix and a half in afeending, on ac¬ 
count of the movement lelTening as the bucket approaches the furface: as one bucket 
afeends another goes down for the ore; the bucket for the defeent of the men is always 
the fame, and both thefe for the ore and the men are conftantly in motion day and 
night. As you go down you provide yourfelf with torches in order to fee the galleries 
worked in the ftuft, as well as to dlrea the bucket and prevent its ftriking againft the 
•jiroje^ting parts of the rock. One cannot help feeling a little frightened at experiencing 
now and then a fomewhat fenfible (hock, and wluch alarm is augmented by one’s cri¬ 
tical fituation: this (hock is occafioned by the rope in turning round, the cylinder fome- 
times rolling over its own coils; and after fome turns, upon its unwinding, it caufes a 
vibration which is communicated through the whole length of the cord, and even to 
the* bucket itfelf. The two wheels whi^ draw up the bucket are double, and are 
afl:ed upon by water; they are adapfed fo as to bear being turned one way or the other, 
and increafe or dimini^ th^r velocity, by’means of flood gates, which are raifed more 
or lefs; t^ey are alfo (lopped at pl^fure: this wholly depends on the man employed in the 
direflion of the ropes, and who is admonilhed by a call from the top of the mine; his 
bufinefs requires the niceft attention, for any imprudence or forgetfulnefs might have 
the mod diffiftrous confequences. Thefe two wheels are forty feet in diameter, as well 
as the two enaployed for the pumps. The water which works the different machinery 
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■flows through a canal of more than three miles in length. There are three rows of 
pumps .to the hydraulic engine, for pumping the water out of the mine; on the fide is 
a well called kneckt, by which you may demend the mine by means of ladders to the 
depth of eighty fathoms: you perceive afterwards a number or fteps by which you may go 
down lower even to the firft gallery, whence you have again the choice of drfcent either 
by means of the bucket or ladders, to the deepeft gallery of the mine j thefe ladders, 
however, are no wife convenient, and are ufed by thofe workmen only who are employ¬ 
ed at the pumps, every body giving the preference to the buckets. There are a num¬ 
ber of marks on the rope for the purpofe of flopping the bucket at the galleries worked 
in Queen Chriftina’s fhaft. 'I’here is a great confumption of Wood m this mine for 
fplitting the rock; in different parts are lighted fires, which have a fine efled; all the 
vaults are exceeding hard, the communications very large and extremely neat: you 
might drive a carriage through the whole 6f the firft bottom. ITiere is here a fmall 
apartment for vifitors to reft themfelves in, and a regifter for the infcription of their 
names. 

In the interior of the mine, the fign of there being filver is a fort of calcareous 
ftone mixed with mica, called by the miners noble Jione j wherever they meet with this 
there is always forae filver; it is in fearch of this that’the (kill of the miner confifts. 
We had a number of veins of trapp pointed out to us, which prefented fome varieties 
curious enough to an amateur ; it is found at firft in veiy thin layers, the thicknefs 
of which progi-elfively iiicreafcs ; it then ceafes all at once, and is afterwards found 
again. What is remarkable in this mine the veins are irregular, and feldora contain 
metal in a (late of ore, but in metallic maffes. The Workmen here, the fame as at the 
foundry, work but every other day, and in each twenty-four hours are allowed eight 
hours reft ; their pay is the fame. The foremen earn 50 rix-dollars, the labourers 16 
to 25 rix-doJlars per month. The Shaft, called Makleufen, the deepeft of any,, iq 
abandoned, as is Kongfrumning, the oldeft. 

Herjienbotten is a mine which fell in three centuries ago ; it fell in by degrees. Tra¬ 
dition relates that many perfons loft their lives on this occafion. Samdrujuningen is 
another mine adjoining, which alfo has fallen in. In the neighbourhood of thefe two 
mines are great heaps of ftones formerly taken out of them. Some people are employ¬ 
ed in felefling fuch pieces as contsun metal, and extrad from them annually 300 marks 
of filver. This work was begun in 1753, calculated that the heap will ftill 

furnifh work for fifty or fixty years. The King receives no tenth of the produce of 
thefe old mines. A little farther on is a pit communicating with the old mines; the 
ore from it is drawn up by horfes, three of which are conftantly kept in.the mine at 
the firft bottom, for the purpofe of raifmg ofe from the deepeft. The .ftones yield a 
great quantity of lime, and ftill more might be fumiihed could a fale for it be fotind. 

It caufes much wonder to find a mine id nelurly a level county, for this is very lit¬ 
tle ihcHned; the traveller to thefe parts Ihoultl prbvide himfelf with letters for Mr. 
5 /^the direftor of the mitfe, and Mr. JPAy/'j thi latter fpeaks French fluently, and 
was of great fervice to us. The following is a lift of the minerals procurable in this 
mine: tVei/i gulden ; ore of grey filver, galena in large and fmall cubes; galena, r/jdr- 
ioyantet fcaly, and fteel grained; bl^de, or zind'ore, fcaly, and in fmall grains; na¬ 
tive regulus of antimony (it is no lodger found), ftreated ore of antimony; arfenical 
pyrites, exceedingly rare; martial pyrites, occafiOnally cryftallized; granulated iron ore, 
extremely rare; finely grained calcmreous ftone; ditto granulated with fait, white and 
yellow; calCareotts fpath, white and yellow, cryftallized in pyiamids and in hexagons 
(very rare) f white quartz, very unfiteqhent j rock fliht, white atnd red, id which ftarry 
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fihoerle is icmctimos found; mountain leather'(cuir dc montap;ne); raoilntain flefii 
(chair, de mor.tagne); mouatain cork; amianthus, occalionally blended with galena; 
^reen, yellow, and black ferpentine; red garnets in galena ; iblid black trapp; (lea* 
tites; potter’s ftone; and brown mica. 

From Sahla to AfvefiaJ, four miles and a half, by Brodbo and-Viggarni, At the firrt: 
ftage you have a charming profpeft of a lake, which you crofs over a raifed way; the 
roads were good enough the two firil Itages, at the third they were bad. Near Sahla 
you crofs a imall river which furuilhes water for the works of the mine. A quarter of 
a mile before you reach Viggarnc is a harrier^ with a cuflom-houfe, belonging to the 
proprietors of Sahlberg mine; after* which, on the left, you pafs over a bad bye road, 
_ leaving the highway to Afvelbd on the right. As you leave Viggame you return af¬ 
ter a long courfe to the highway. The froft was entirely gone at Stockholm, yet at 
Sahla we found the lakes were (fill frozen over, and in different parts the fnow yet laid. 
On this road we did not meet with fo many |;ates as betweenF>.Stockholm and Sahla; 
and thefe are very incommodious, as they fo frequently oblige you to defeend in order 
to open them. Dalecarlia begins at about the middle of the laft flage. 

Afvejiad. The refinery of copper is the only interefting objedl in this little town; for 
which eftablifhment there is a quarter fet apart of pretty large extent. You cannot 
leave the town without prefenting at the gate the infpedor’s ticket (the infpeftor is Mr. 
StokenftroEum, who conducted us every where, but who underftands the Swedifh lan¬ 
guage alone). The firft refiner of this eftablifhment was Marcus Kock^ bom in >585, 
he died 1659, as is feen by his portrait at the infpefl:or*s houfe; he was bom at Liege, 
and was ennobled by Gufbvus Adolphus. We were firft fhewn the furnaces in which 
the copper is melted, which comes from Fahlun ; each furnace melts from five to fix 
ffiippunds, when put in it is called rokoppar, and becomes garkoppar ; that which is not 
pure copper paffes again into another furnace; this firft procefs generally takes up fix 
hours ; it is however of longer or fljorter time according to the purity of the copper. 
The copper is laid in bars, with the coal above, in crucibles fhaped like an inverted 
cone; at the bottom is a bed made of charcoal and clay, mixed together as at Sahla. 
There are fix cmcibles and furnaces for this operation in three (hops, each of which has 
four workmen. When the copper is in a Hate of fufion, the firft fheet or layer is fuffered 
to cool in thl; open air, afterwards on the others water is thrown, and the whole is with¬ 
drawn by layers, which become fmaller and fmaller on account of the fhape of the cru¬ 
cible ; thefe are laid in piles one above another; the crucibles contain about 40 layers 
more or jefs: the fineft particles of copper rife and adhere to iron bars placed infide 
the chimney, from which they are afterwards withdrawn. Each furnace has an im- 
menfe bellows worked by water. Nothing but charcoal is ufed, of which there are 
large warehoufes full; the annual cohfumpdon is twelve thoufand lafts, each of twelve 
tons. There is another building, in which are two machines that , work eight peftles 
for pounding the clay and charcoal, of which the bed of the crucible is made, and to 
which many particles of copper adhere; afterwards this dull is wafh^d the %me as 
at Sahla. Between thefe two pounding machines you pals under a vault, whence falls 
a very pretty fmall cafeade. In another building are fix hammers for flattening the 
copper into Iheets; there are befides fmaller hammers for thofe Iheets of which copper- 
pans and other utenfils are made. In the fame pl»:e with the hammers for flattening 
are alfo two furnace, one contains a velfel in which the metal is fufed, whence it is la¬ 
dled out and poured into moulds made of charcoal, clay, and iron mixed together; in 
thefe it cools, and while yet r^, it is withdrawn from the moulds and placed beneath 
Ibe hammers It is a^n^ards heated anewfeveral times until it be fuffidsntljiflattened: 
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the fecond furnace is for the latter purpofe. The largeft (hcets are three yards 
and a half brig by two yards broad. The moulds are of a great or fmaller fize, 
according to the intended dimenfions of the fheets. Copper in beets cofts from 6 to 
7 Ikillings * per lb. The canal which fupplies the manufaftory with water is inter¬ 
fered by a number of (takes of moderate height, in order to (lop the courfe of the ice 
at the top, and prevent its hindering the flowing of the water: with this precaution the 
works have not .been interrupted by the moft rigid winter. In the la(l war between 
England and France four thoufand two hundred fchippunds t were annually refined, 
three thoufand fix hundred of which were made into beets for coppering (hips j at 
other periods no more than three thoufand fchippunds are manufadured. The other 
three thoufand worked at Fahlun are made into brafs. Here is a magagine of copper 
fliects j adjoining one of garkoppar^ both inconfiderable. The beets for coppering 
Clips are five feet long by eighteen inches wide; they are packed for the convenience 
of tranfport, in the fame manner as glafs, and are fent to Weftcros, whence they are 
fliipped for Stockholm; where they can ufe fledges : thejtare fent to the latter plpce 
by land. The loading of a fledge is at moft bur three fchippunds, and the expence of 
•tranfport to Stockholm, fixteen and a half miles diftant, is 12 copper dollars per fehip- 
pund. Between the two magazines is an office where you write your name, and where 
it is ufual to be weighed : this is a fpecics of contribution under which you are laid, and 
of which you are quit for half a rix-dollar. We faw here coinages of copper defigned 
for Poland and France, which required nothing but the (lampvve were enabled to learn 
what was the charge; they are fent to the merchants of Stockholm who forward them. 
At this manufaftory alfo all forts of iron work are effefted. A common faw-mill for 
cutting planks. In another building two cylinders in metal, for rolling of copper into 
beets, particularly beets for coppering of bips; in front of thefe cylinders are fur¬ 
naces in which wood alone is ufed; and under the fame roof a heavy hammer with a- 
furnace, a pair of hand fliears to cut the copper beets with, and one of a larger fize 
worked by water. A building containing an iron forge, in which is a furnace and large 
hammer. Another for coinage: the machine for cutting the pieces of copper confifts 
of two wheels, each having eight bands fitting each other, of the breadth of the intended, 
coin, the beet is pafled between thefe two wheels, and is cut by them into eight rib¬ 
bons ; thefe are paifed between the cylinders to give them the requifite thicknefs of the 
intended coin, and are afterwards placed between two pieces of iron which cut them 
with tlie greateft facility and give them the requifite bape; this machine, of very fimple 
conftrviflion, is worked by water: there are two, one correfponding with the other. 
From a finall neighbouring efplanade you behold a fall of the Dahl, which is very broad; 
in order that water may nevet be wanted, a cut has been contrived to the manufadory 
with a lock. Never fince 1768 has there been any Swedib coinage, unlefs of Polletf a 
coin peculiar to Dalecarlia, worth a (killing and a quarter. There is a building in which 
are two comfiion calks full of holes, into which the pieces cut as above deferibed, are 
thrown to polib by means of the motion given "by w'ater to the cabs, over which fraall 
gutters conftantly throw water: the pieces receive polifli Amply by fridlion, afterwards 
they are dried in fmall furnaces; this la’ft operation is of very bort duration, an hour, 
or at moft an hour and a half, this done, the pieces are ready to receive the impreflion. 

In the fame place is a machine for the fafliioning of cylinders, an apartment in which 
women are occupied in feparating the bad and good pieces of copper, whence they arc 

* From vd. to S-^d. per pound. Copper in England has been as bigU as lod. it now, t8o?. at i td. 
f About fix hundred tons. 
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put in calks and f^t to Stockholm. A vei^ fmall warehottfe of tea and eo 0 ee urns, 
bronzed in the EngUfit ftile; the manner in which it is done is kept a fecret, all vre 
learned was, that the different articles were daube4 over with a bruih widi vaiious 
colours. A place in whkh pots and pans, &c. are manufadiured. It cqntaitu a for- 
nace, five working benches, and feveml anvils. In the court is a wooden horfe for the 
puniflirfient of diforderly workmen. 

A hundred workmen are employed, who receive by the fchippund of work done, ac¬ 
cording, to what defcription of work it may be, front to to too (killings: 40 (kiillnge 
are thus divided, the foreman has fix dollars, the'headman under him four, the fecond 
three, and the lad two dollars. We faw a child there whofe hair was abfolutely green, 
the refult as we were told, of his being expofed to the vapours of.copper. Before 1777 
this manufaftory belonged to the crown j it was then granted to the proprietors of the 
mine of Fahlun. - ^ 

The town contains feven hundred inlmbitants ; the pavement here is as deteftable as 
^ Other towns of Sweden, where it is worfe than in any other country. 

At a good half league from Afveftad, are the brafs works of Biurfors, belonging to 
Mr. Vahrendorf. There are five in Sweden at the following places, Norkiceupmg, 
Nikoeuping, Gufum, and Skultuna; of the la(l, which we faw, we fhall fpeak as we 
proceed; the method is the fame ufed in all, the only difference of them is, fome furniih 
more brafs than others. 

Provided one have time, an excurfion may be made to Norberg^ two miles diffant. 
Here it is that the new canal of Strmjhelm begins, which ends in the Moeler lake: in 
another chapter we ikali fpeak of it in the order of our travels. 

Narberg* A quarter of a mile fiom this village are mines, famous not only for the 
vaniety of veins a^ the quantity of ore they produce, but alfo for the curious minerale 
they afford j yet muft it not be expeSed that all the poffible variety of minerals will be 
found here in one day: amateurs wilt have occaiion for fome time to examine all the 
produce of the mines and what may be gathered from the rubbHh, and fpite even of 
fUch delay, fome rare pieces may efcape them which are only met with occauonally and 
at intervals in the vems. The mines are chiefly of iron, there are fome Copper, but 
thefe moffly abmidoned: here in the mineral kingdom are found hematites of a blueilh 
colour, foM, lamillated, micacious, fine grained, and fparkling: thefe varieties are prin¬ 
cipally found in quartz. Black iron ore, fometimes of a Ihining furface, gramulated in 
fine ^ins, cryfiallized in polygons, oftaedra, cubes, and rhomboides. j^tive copper^ 
arborized in folid and fuperfldal branches: native copper is fomedmes met with in Gr/- 
allan mine among the ironore. Superficial mountain blue. Mountain green. Copper ore 
of a red, azure, greeniih yellow, and pale yeHow colour. Green, white, and violet colour¬ 
ed fluor in o^edral cryltals. Mineral pitch. Druzes of topazes, differently clouded, 
l^uzes of pale amethy(f», of cryftals of grey and white quartz ; the cryftals are rarely 
prifmatic: fometimes however common rock cryftal is met witl\, although fmall. White 
and grey quartz. Red feldtfpar in hex&gonal plates, with (hort |x>inf8 of three-facets'; 
thefe c^ftab are frequently covered with a quaitz, like cryftalline crufti. Sta^etHp ot 
white'tin ore in fine grains, white in the mine, but which bbckens whtm expofed to the 
air. At a mile and a quarter from Vejiairfurs, is a copper mine deserted; a furnace and 
iron forge. After this exeutfion, you return to Afveltadt, . 

From Afveftadt we proceed by. Grodau to Soeter, three mUes and a half diftant. 
The roads were not in good order on account of its thawing, (in April) notwithftand- 
ing the banks were yet cov^-ed with a quantity of fnow, particularly on the fecond ftage 
which traywrics a very long tbreft; On le aving Afveftadt you have a chawobg prbfped 

1 . as 
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wycm (mel of i^ DaM, till you arrive at a floating bridge, which the 

Kghteft carriage caofea to g»k ui the wa^. Half a mile from Grodceu, you pafs the 
flanks of the little town Hedemora, at which there is'a powder-mill, but wWch 
nothing worthy of remark. 

Safer, an extremely fmaU town, contsuris no more than from three to fqur hundred 
inhabitants, and deferves to be, vifited merely on account of the mine of Bipjberg, in its 
neighbourhood: .it is fituated a league diftant from the town, in a dire£lion of WT N. W. 
Although of much greater anceftry, it is unnoticed in hiftory beforeii42o. Before the 
time of Guftavus Vafe, it belonged to the two tow]^ Hedemora and Hufby, the Bilhops 
of which enjoyed the revenue from them; but that Prince took it for the ufe of the 
crown at the time of his feizing upon eccleflaftical property. Owing to ibme carelefs- 
nefs of the miners in the feventeenth century, it was entirely deftroyed, and remained 
thus in ruins for twenty years; when the crown conceded its right to any who chofe to 
work it anew; it was confequently worked again in i6gy: at prefent the Angerfteins 
are the chief proprietors, Mr. Vahrendorf has a fourth; k does not evai pay a tenth 
to the King. This mine is exceeding rich, yielding annually from twenty to twenty.one 
thoufand fchippunds of iron, its dividends are 6o to yo, and even 8o per font, Danne- 
mora mine does not produce fo rich an ore, rithough it be more eafy to work; the 
veins run from eaft to weft; the greateft depth of the mine is eighty frthoms; it has 
four galleries or bottoms: the firft, BenxeUband, the fecond, Adolphus Frederic, the 
third, Guftavus the 3d, and the fourth, Guftavus Adolphus, the Prince-royal’ the 
breadth of the gallery of tKe latter name is feventeen frthoms. Independent o£ thefe 
grand galleries, there are feveral worked which are fmaller. It has three principal 
fhafts; one for the workmen alone, another may be availed of near the hydraulic en¬ 
gine, but this is a bad defcent, and only ferves for the workmen employed at the pumps. 
You defcend to the interior of the mine by tolerably commodious fteps. In afcendmg 
from the loweft gallery, you have to go up three ladders of fifty, forty-three, and thirty- 
four fteps, before you arrive at the ftables; on reaching the ftables, you are fenfible of 
cold, which fenfaiion arifes from the vicinity of the pumps. On leaving the ftables 
you mount arain by three other ladders each of thkty-fix fteps; you afterwards find 
five others of thirty, thirty-fix, thirty, twenty, and thirty fteps, after which you arrive 
at a door of communication with the pumps; here being come to day light, the torches 
are extinguiflied though you have ftill two ladders to afcend. One of forty, the other 
of thirty-two fteps; the firft is very damp; the'whole number of ladders are thirteen 
and of fteps four hundred and fifty-two. The mouth by which you defcend is aboul 
twelve feet over; it takes from two hours to two hours and a half to nValrA the tour of 
this mine. The ore here is found in extteme large metallic mafles not very difficult to 
work i in many places it is reduced to powder; the works of the mine appear to be 
very well tHsderftood, yet did we experience dampnefs in certain parts: there is a gate 
midway of the depth of the nune, which is fhut on holidays, which gate we had a ffiffi* 
culty in getting througl^ on accountof a pool of water before it. Notwithftanding the 
immenfe quantity of ore which is extr^fted from the prefent galleries, three new ones 
are begun t thefe are ftiled works of fpeculation. The fubterraneous vaults are large * 
and handfome, in no part are you obliged to ftoop; you muft be cautious in- paffing 
fuch parts where wood has been burnt to mollify the ore; as you may othovrifr be full 
focat^ with the and beat which remains for a'l<mg time afterwards; in^sbt^- 

tion much wood is u&d and very little gunpowder. No more than thirty woikme^re 
emptoyed in this mine, twemy m which are conftantly at Work: the ore is fent to dif¬ 
ferent parts to be njelted. The prindpal place, is a «ule diftsa« from the 

3 ® mine. 
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mbe. An am&teur may meet here with the following articles; iron ore granulated, in’ 
very friable grains. Lamillated hematites of a bliieifh colour. Molybdeoe. Quartz. 
Druzes of quartz. Mineral pitch. Fibrous fchoerle, and coarfe and hard amianthus. 
It will be feen there is no great variety of curious matters. 

The mountain in which this mine is fituated is not very lofty, notwithftanding which, 
the profped it affords is delightful; from the houfe of the inlpeftor, when the horizon 
is not overclouded, you may diftinguilh the fteeple of Fahlun ; the pumps are perceived 
at a very great diftr.nce, and extend over a large fpuce. 

From Soeter to Cran^tie is four miles and a half to the Weft. Here are large and 
curious mines of iron ; but you have to murn thence the lame way you go, and the 
road has nothing to recommend it. 

From Soeter you may make a flight excurfion to Ltefos, where is a filver and copper 
mine, fmall but interefting; it is fituated in the parilh of Skieder ; here is found na¬ 
tive filver very rare. Galena in cubes, fcaly, and fteel grained. Yellow copper ore, 
blende, arfenical pyrites, calcareous ftone, fluor of different colours, rather fcarce, rock 
flint, and rock horn: after leaving the mine, and vifiting the foundry, you return to 
Soeter. If the traveller Ihould have leifure, he may take a turn on the oppofite fide to 
Grengiefberg, where are feveral iron mines, and where fome curious minerals may be 
had ; fuch as iron ore, black and folid, granulated, in fine grains and micacious of vari¬ 
ous very lively colours, blue, green, golden, and yellow, cryftallifed in oftaedra in the 
body of the common ore. Solid hematites of a blueilh colour, lamillated and celiularly 
cryfiallifed, and micacious and fparkling. Mineral pitch. Micacious and flriated pot¬ 
ter’s ftone. Calcareous cryftals of fpar in flat hexagons, piled irregularly one above 
another,' and covered with very fine druzes of quartz. Druzes of quartz enveloping 
iron ore in fuch manner, that the pieces feem like broken nuts of iron ore glued over 
with cryftallifed quartz. If defirous of vifiting this mine, the Ihorteft way will be from 
Hedemorot as well as to go to that of Garpenberg, a mile away on the other fide ofjthe 
Dahl, near a fmall lake : thefe are mines of copper which have been worked for a very 
long time, but which at prefent are on the decline } they belong to Mr. Vahrendorf: 
in thefe are found copper ore of grey, yellow, and pale yellow colour. Teffdated and 
fcaly galena. 31 ehde. Green fpar, fometimes enamelled at the furface with yellow 
copper ore. Potter’s ftone of different forts. Norrka quartz, or potter’s ftone, en- 
crufted with garnets: after vifiting the foundry at this place, you return to Hedemora. 

From Soeter to Fahlun, through Naglarby, is three miles and a half j you return by 
the way paffed over before, pafs by the fide of the mine which is left at the right, and 
afterwards under the gutters of the pumps; along the whole of this ftage you meet 
with chinks which prefent infallible indices of a confiderable revolution in this quarter, 
they obliging you to make too long circuits, which much lengthen the road you have to 
pafs; a little beyond Naglarby you crofs the Dahl, but ere this you find yourfelf clofe 
upon Tuna, a mine of zinc and filver, which was prolific in the |ime of Guftavus Adol¬ 
phus, and from the produce of which he'made his prefents; at prefent it is deferted. 
Nearer to Sceter is the old filver mine of Siherget, now abandoned ; two miles from 
Tuna is Gagnef, yuhere loadftones of great virtue have been found; but of thefe at pre¬ 
fent none are to be met wath. After croffing the Dahl, we left the great road and turned 
to the right at a place called Ornccs, half a mile diftant j after going over a bridge 
acrofs a river and coafting a very pleafant lake, we came to the houfe wherein Guftavus 
Vafa was concealed in 1520, when purfued by the fatellites of Chrift'iem. 

This houfe, the conftruflion of which is Angular, has been conftantly preferved in its 
primitive ftate; the ftaircafe is on the out fide, in the fecond ftory is the room which 

was 
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was occupied by Guftavus; it is tolerably large, and almoft perfeSly fquare, on the two 
fides of the door on the infide, are the two faithful Dalecarlians drefl: in white wool¬ 
len cloth, and armed from top to foe, with the fugar-loaf hat worn by them at the time; 
by the fide of them and near the bed is the faithful domeftic who conftantly followed 
the fortune of Guftavus; he himfclf is in the comer oppofite tp the door Handing armed 
under a canopy, in his right hand he holds his general’s ftafF, and his left is placed on a 
bible on a table on which are his helmet and gloves ; every thing belonging to the bed 
lias been preferved ; above and on the fides of the door as well as thofe of the bed are 
inferiptions in letters of gold analagous-to the events of the life of Guftavus I.; near 
the bed is the genealogical tree of his houfe, continued to Guftavus IIL, although his 
immediate race was long before extinguifhed; Guftavus III. bearing relation to him 
only by the female fide. Around the chamber are fome geographical charts, and rather 
coarfe portraits of the KingvS and Queens of Sweden from the time of Guftavus Vafa. 
You are afterwards ftiewn the privy in which he was concealed, and whence heefcaped. 
to effeft the union which afterwards took place at Mora. The lake offers the molt 
pleafing point of view imaginable: a curious traveller will not mifs the opportunity of 
noticing this houfe, and certainly will find it highly interefting fince it ferved as an- 
afylum to one of the greateft men who ever graced the throne or human nature. 

The tranflators of the fecond travels of Mr. Coxe, has made him commit a.number' 
of errors in his defeription of this houfe, fuch even as make it doubtful if he were fuf- 
ficiently w'ell acquainted with the Englilh to have attempted a tranllation. We advife 
our readers moreover to give no greater credit to the relation of a Dutch officer, who 
affirms (page 165, in 8vo. la Haye, »789 j) “ that you mull turn out of the highway for 
half a mile, and travel over a dreadful road and frightful mountains in order to arrive 
there.” We have before had occafion to point out a number of errors in this work, and' 
are far from having enumerated the whole. Were the road even as bad as is deferibed,. 
ftill w’ould the traveller, if poffeffed of a particle of curiofity, feel himfelf induced to vifif 
this interefting houfe : it is however no more than a fhort quarter of a league out of the 
way, nor arc there either frightful rocks or precipices between. 

You begin to fmell the fulphur at a pretty confiderable diftance from Fahlun: there' 
wc arrived in the middle of the night, and from the number of open furnaces burning 
for the purpofe of grilling the ore, thefe feemed to us a general conflagration. The' 
mift over the mouth of the mine is very thick; the road runs by it and even under the 
Ipouts of the pumps. 

Fahlun, the capital of Dalecarlia, is a town of no great fize, containing but four thou- 
fand inhabitants. Its charter is dated 30th Oftober, 1641: it poffefl'ed charters of earlier 
date, that is to fay 1608 and t 634 » but thefe were granted, principally th.it trials might 
be made, and have been amended in the charter firft mentioned. 'I’he church built in 
1A5C, is covered with copper, which covering has already been renewed three times. 

'1‘he traveller, if he be provident, will write beforehand to fonie merchant in order to 
procure lodging, (a number of people let apartments at fo much -per diem,") for owing to' 
the fmall number of ftrangers who vifit this place, there is but one inn in the fquare 
near the church, which it is true is a tolerably good one, but which may perchance be 
full, as we found the cafe. The only objefb of curiofity in this towm is the copper mine 
and its pertinences: thefe certainly recompenfe you for your trouble, which on our part 
we were no ways difpofed to regret. 

The famous mine of Kopparberg is at the diftance of five hundred toifes from the 
town; its origin is unknown ; its moft ancient exifting charter is that of Magnus Smeky 
in 1547, .which afeertains that there were anterior charters. At different periods it has 

experienced. 
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experienced damage, the falling in of parts of it in ^789, lafted for two days. The great- 
eft depth of the mine (in 1791,) was one hundred and eighty-nine fathoms. The main 
(liaft, the depth of which is forty, included in the one hundred and eighty-nine', and which 
the laft fall has fomewhat diminiftied, is two hundred fathoms long by one hundred and 
twenty broad; you defcend to this by a wooden ftaircafe formed on the rock, and at 
the extremity of this large opening you find the entrance into the mine : perhaps there 
is none in the world the delcent of which is lefs fatiguing; it has ftaircafes the whole 
way to the bottom, the laft twelve fathoms excepted, down which you go by an iron 
ladder; this is the moft unpleafant part of the dcfcent, or rather the only one that is at 
all fo, it conducts you to the deepeft part called Armfeldfs bole, 'fhe ftaircafes are 
•fo convenient that even the horfes employed in the mine» twenty-two in number, go up 
and come down them; but when by any extraordinary accident the ftaircafes become 
impaffable, they are let down the great pits by means of cords, in a fpecies of harnefs 
made on purpofe (for the Chriftmas review.) Some years ago the new ftaircafes not 
being yet compleat and the old one being unfit for longer fervice, they were draxvn up 
and let down conftantly in this manner. The followmg are the different galleries you 
find in going over the mine, and their depths from the futnmitbf the ftaircafe of the 
great opening: the gallery of Bonde forty-two fathoms. Of Tilas forty-three. A finall 
gallery at prefent abandoned, owing to the fall of the roof in 1789 ; the vault now en- 
creafes in fize as you arrive at the ftaircafe of Guftavus III.; a dirty road with a little 
ftreamlet; the vaults are fix feet high and from four to five broad. The gallery of 
Sophia Albertinet fixty-five fethoins. The gallery of Prince Charles, feventy-tvvo: vaults 
of mafonry. The gallery of the Fiotte, eighty?eight: here you diftinguifti a vitriolic fmell 
proceeding from a communication with the fhaft of Guftavus Adolphus; here is a 
forge, a furnace, and an anvil. The gallery of Marsi one hundred; here you feel a 
fmart breeze, and are offended by a very difagreeable fmell. The North gallery one 
hundred and nine. The gallery of Prince Guftavus one hundred and nine; they are 
at work in this at prefent. The Brother one hundred and ten. Rolamb one hundred 
and ten j a large vault where they su'e now at w6rk, they have fupported the roof by 
means of fcantling, and at prefent are compleating the boarding, having removed tlie 
cords. The Hall of Council one hundred and eighteenhere you find tables and a 
chandelier, here it was the King flopped and wrote his name in 1788, on the 20th of 
September, on fome pyrites fpund in the mine, which is framed and glazed. He de- 
feended into the mine alfo in 1755 and 1768. Here ks you afeend it is cuftomary to 
take refrefliment, which we were enabled to do through the civil provifion of Mr. Gahn. 
The gallery of the Crown one hundred and eighteen ; this has a commnnication with 
King Frederic’s ftiaft. The Crofs, one hundred and twenty-three, has a very handfome 
Vault, in which there were men at work; this is* the bottom of Frederic Adolphus’s 
fliaft; here we faw the ore tranfported on poles faftened together, and laid on a carriage 
with fix wheels, two of which are under the load. The gallery of the Polar Star one 
hundred and forty-nine. The gallery of Count Frederic oiie hundred and forty-nine* 
Of Count Charles one hundred and forty-nine. Of Stierncrona one hundred and eighty- 
two : the appearance of this pit is very curious; its machinery is worked by horfes. A 
diftance beneath is a communication with the previoufly mentioned pit. The gallery 
Frii one hundred and fifty feveh fathoms deep, communicates with the ]pit Stierncrona .* 
a machine worked by a horfe, with a fdmace and anvil. The gallery the Cavalier 
one hundred and fifty-eight fathoms. Lepnmarck one hundred atid fixty-eight. Baron 
Armjeldt one hundred and feventy-three. Grtfye galcrie one hundred and fixty-eight. 
JU<he extrenuty you come to fhg iron ladder wWch leads to Armfeldfs hole, Tne ejth 

* ■ ■ f» 



>0RT1A*8 TRAVtLS IN SWEDEN. 

of the mine is noti mineral earth j the whole of the ore is concentrated in one fpot not 
in vein, but metallic raafles j that upon which they are at prefent at work is imagined to 
be of conic form, notWithftanding the oppofite aflertibn pf Mr. Jars, in his metallurgi¬ 
cal travels, a work in many refpeas defervedly efteemed, yet which at the fame time is 
not exempt from errors. Of pyrites that anfwer the magnet,'found in the mine, there 
is none but that of a greyilh caft, nor of any other defcription but the greenilh and the 
whitilh yellow ; the firft of thefe two contains copper alone, in the proportion of from 
24-to 30 per cent; and on the proportionate mixture of thefe three pyrites, is it that 
the richnels of the ore depends. The lefver Jlag^ or greyifhpyrites (tnifreprefented by 
Mr Jars.asreddilh,) never contains any copper. 

Bi-neath is given an account of the expience of the mine from 1779 to 1788 together 
with its produce. 
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>4 
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11 
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The ore of Fahlun is poof, it was much richer formerly. In the fsventeenth century 
the produce of the mine exceeded twenty thoufand fchippunds : at prefent the ore 
yields no more than two per cent, of metal. Thegfeat mine has four wells by which the 
ore is drawn up, that of Adolphus Frederick, that of King Frederic, that of the Count 
de Creutz, one hundred and twelve toifes deep, and that of Count Wrede. The fecond 
is one hundred and twenty toifes deep. There are' fix tubs, two hydraulic engines, and 
one for the pumps. The machines for raifing the ore are nine in number. The great 
mine is divided into five diftridls, which are to be reduced to three. Each diftrift has 
two infpeSors at a falary of loorix-dollars. The great mihe and the free mines, 
(that is to fay thofe which belong to individuals, and pay no duty to the crown) are 
united, (the fecond paragraph, page forty fix, of the work of Mr. Jars is untrue.) The 
cord ufed for the well of Kmg Frederic, weighs feven fchippunds: it might be better 
made. The workmen are prohibited defeending by the means of the tubs, the vitriolic 
liquid eating the cords, and even the iron chains; the firft are of leather and laft about 
a year. Laft year (1790) two hundred fchippqnds of lead were extrafted from the 
mine, eight hundred marlu of filvei^(the firft trial), and two hundred ducats value of 
gold. 

The ore which contaons filver is hdtted in a reverberating furnace, in which by the 
aftion of the blaft-pipe on the fire the lead calcines and becomes litharge; the filver 
when fufed falling on the afties qf which the crucible Is niade, 

The mine is divided Jnto oiib thoufand two hundred lhares for the interior workalbne; 
the price of alhare of late years has been from 166 to 190 rix-dpllars. 

Below the produS for the laft twenty years is given. The firft fiun indicates the divi¬ 
dend of each ibare, and the fecond the expence of e^h ihare hblden for the extradUon 
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of the ore, exclufive of the workmen, which are not comprized therein. The expence 
of the mine is paid in part by the fhare-holders, partly by the public cheft of the fociety, 
.nnd the profits arifmg from the fale of five parcels from each lottery j of this we lhall 
fpeak prefently. 

The following fums are in copper dollars, 18 to the rix-dollar. 
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Total 

Receipt. 
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'I'he water-works are extremely well imagined. The water, is furnifhed by three 
ineighboiiring lakes, whifh, divided into nine channels, ferves to turn as many wheels, the 
Ihialleft of which is twenty-nine French feet in diameter, and the largeft forty. I'licre 
is no interruption to their working, even in the moll rigorous winters. Thefe lakes alfo 
furnilh the water requilite for thirty copper furnaces. A river which runs through the 
town ferves twenty others, and by means of the lake, which has a communication with 
the Dahl, and which flows byFahlun, the fuel is tranfported which is ufed in the mine 
and furnaces; within a quarter of a mile from the town, and the town itfelf, there are 
fixty, and half a mile from the town, are ten others. Gunpowder is continually ufed 
in the mine} the report of it is loud, ^^et.not fo much fo as related. They kindle 
fires of wood in the mine once a week; thefe are lighted on Saturday noon, and burn 
all Sunday, and part of Monday, fo that the fmoak is not fufiiciently difperfed to allow 
the labourers to go to work, and confequently to permit your vifiting the mine before 
Tuefday morning. There are four hundred workmen employed who are paid by the 
ton, and earn from five to fix rix-dollars per month. Let us now examine the procefs 
the ore undergoes after its extraflion from the mine. 

Roajling and melting. The firllroafting takes place in the open air, in a plain between 
the nune and the town, in furnaces made of common Hone, with openings round the 
fides; thefe are of different dimenfions, and may hold from one hundred to two hun- 
dred and fifty tons of ore. At the bottom of the furnace a double layer of wood is placed, 
and the ore upon it in a pyramid of great or fmaller elevation.. This procefs appeared 
to us to be very llovenly ; it lafts from fifteen to tw'enty days. The effefl of the roaft- 
ing is generally the expulfion of the fu'phur, and the calcination of the iron to a certain 
degree when that is fublimed. Part of the fulphur at the fame time is decompofed, and 
fome of its acid adheres to the iron ; in this ftate the iron is very fufible, and forms by 
admixture a black metallic glafs, which ferves'mollly as a very powerful flux, for the 
greater part of the flones which adhere to the ore, from it poffeffing this property,not all 
but only a part of the fulphur is expelled at the firft roafting. At the firft fufion. which 
fucceeds the roafting, that part of the iron which has loft its fulphur is converted into 
the metallic glafs before mentioned, which diffolves and melts at the fame time all ftony 
matter, forming thus a matter called fcorm^ which being fpecificalljb. lighter than the 
more metallic part, floats at the top in the crucible, and runs off as they continue filling 
it by an opening in front of the furnace called the eye. At the bottom of the crucible 
the more metallic part of the iron is found united with the copper, and ftill retaining 
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its fulphur, forming a fort of ore or richer pyrites of copper, purged from all ftony 
matter, and called in Swedilh/zV/y^wi, which matter contains from ten to fifteen pounds 
of copper per quintal, in lieu of two, which was the proportion in thorough ftat^ This 
JkterJlein or concentrated and purified ore,which is let out from the furnace by means of 
a hole in the fide, as foon and as often as the crucible is full, is afterwards roafted four 
or five times, in order that all the remaining fulphur may be fubliraed. On the fecond 
fufion which follows this fccond roafting, all the remaining iron is converted into fcoria^ 
fo that copper alone remains at the bottom of the crucible, yet mixed with from 8 to i a 
per cent, in the whole, of iron, zinc, lead, arfenic, &c. all of which are afterwards fe- 
parated at the refinery at Afveftad. The fccond roafting, which requires four or five 
fires, takes place in a houfe fheltered from the inclemency of the weather, requiring 
much more care and attention in managing the fire than the former. The furnaces 
employed for founding are from ten to fourteen feet higher than the crucible; thofe for 
roafting are kilns, fomewhat refembling thofe ufed for lime in France, walled in on 
three fides and open at the other. If inftead of two roaftings and fufions the fame re- 
fult were fought to be effefted by one procefs, there would be a rifk of lofing too much 
copper in the fcories, of having the copper cxtraded too much combined wth iron, 
and other heterogeneous matter, and confequently of a much greater iofs at the refinery j 
for in all chemical preparations when there is a great difproportion in the matters re¬ 
quired to be feparated, (as here between the iron and the copper, the one containing 
two per cent, of the one and fifty of the other) the extraft of neither can be had exadly 
pure or free from heterogeneous mixture by a fingle procefs, fo longasfuch a difpro¬ 
portion exifts. Thefe different roaftings and fufions for converting the ore into copper 
take up altogether about fix months. 

To be qualified for ^founder a man muft abfolutely be a proprietor, the holder of a 
certain portion of land, and poffefs a fhare in a foundry. The founders undergo ex¬ 
amination before certam numbers of the council of the mines, nominated for the pur- 
pofe. Their profits are no more than one rix-dollar per fchippund, and fometimes even 
they are lofers; formerly, but this happened very rarely, they gained from five to fix 
rix-dollars; all however depends on the price which is paid for the ore at public auc¬ 
tion i commonly of late years thirty tons of ore have produced a fchippund of copper: 
rarely has it happened that twenty-fix or twenty-eight tons have yielded that quantity. 
The expence of founding is generally half a dollar per ton as an average price j each 
founder commonly produces from 200 to 300 fchippunds annually. The ton of ore 
IS fi-rV cubic feet of Sweden j the ton of charcoal at Fahlun is cubic feet, but in 
every other part of Sweden it is the fame as a ton of ore. Eighteen tons of charcoal is 
one horfe’s draught, and cofts commonly from 32 to 36 and 40 fchillings. In 1790, the 
price was 56 fchillings, and in 1791,48, on account of the mildnefs of the winter, and 
the fliort duration of Unstjledge feafon. The crown furnilhes nearly 30,000 ftig, at a 
certain price, viz. 8000 at 20 fchillings, and the refidue at 18. This fupply is brought 
in by the peafantry of the eight neareft pariftiw, as a commutation for territorial con- . 
tributioB, and the capitation tax. The whole confumptioa is about 70,006which 
the peafantry aye paid for in the following manner** 

The ore from the mine is divided into fi.\teen lots, one of thefe lots is affeffed by a 
comptroller, and ferves as an eftimate for the reft, which are drawn for by lot (five of 
,the fifteen ferve to payexpences); this diftribution takes place four times a week. T he 
crown was wont to rdbeive the fourth fchippund until j 7 70, it now receives no more than 
the eighth, 
voa.. VI. 
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The officers are a pfefident, a. mafter of the mines, two jurors, a fifcal, a matter of 
the engines, eight_y?/^arrf, a comptroller for dividing the ore, a number of book-keepers, 
and at the weighing engine an infpeftor on account of the crown. The council of the 
mine fits twice a week: as often as any occurrence takes place of any importance regard¬ 
ing the fociety, it all'embles and gives its advice. 

Here a variety of ores, rock, and other ftoncs are found in abundance, that is to fay, 
precipitate of copper, yellow copper ore, fteel grained, fcoriae grained ,Vhile copper ore, 
yellow, hepatic, grey, black, very much impregnated with iron, yellow m odaedra, en- 
crufted with micaj iron ore oTa blackilh call, a hie .i.xWers the magnet,, wry rare, 
and oftaedral encrufted with mica, likewift attratad by the magnet, cryftallized gyp- 
fu'm, rhomboidal and prifmatic, martial pyrites, fometimes in a cryftallized ftate; mineral 
pitch, rather rare, fluoiic cryftallizea gypfum, anu white ftriated calcareous fpar, gra¬ 
nulated calcareous ftone, rock garnets, garnets cryftallized in decaedra, fometimes as 
large as a man’s head, (Mr. Gahi. has one of an enormous fize;) a rock of fibrous ftri¬ 
ated and ftarry fchoerle, potter’s ftone, granulated and folid quartz, unftuous and dry; 
amianthus, galena fraught with filver in large cubes and fcaly, fcaly biend, blue, green, 
and white native vitriol, the latter very rai ; zeolites very friable, and of a brick colour j 
fometimes among the fcorias you meet with curious matters among other cry dais of the 
fame form as the bluilh cellulary hematites. 

Vitriol manufactory. In 1775, by private contrafl:, a privilege was granted to three 
perfons to make vitriol j the water from the mine is received in a refervoir, and thence 
conduced by a canal to fix compartments, made on a ve**” high wooden fcaffold, one 
hundred and twenty-eight feet long j thefe canals have a number of holes on each fide 
to admit the water to drop <^)ver feggots of three feet breadth, fome lying and others 
ereft, made of birch for want of other wood; fixty-fix cocks Ici out the water into the 
fix compartments of the canal, which is about two feet broad from one extremity to 
the ether, perhaps an inch more at the entrance of - the firft compartment; this flight 
increafe of breadth, however, we conceive, has been accidental, although the fize of the 
compartments might be lefs by degrees fmee the volume of water decreafes. The water 
is then let into the firft compartment, whence it falls into another refervoir, through the 
chinks; it is carried back into the fecond, whence it drops again into the third refer- 
voir, and fo on to the fixth, when it is plain it will depofit moft of vitriolic matter, the 
quantity encreafing at every frefli exudation. , The fpecifit gravity of the water being 
1280, on coming from the mine is reduced after the graduation to J250, or at moft 
1260. In winter the works are fufpeiided. After this operation it is put into leaden 
boilers with iron, to precipitate the copper, and faturate the acidity of the vitriol, where 
the water is evaporated for the fpace of twelve or thirteen hours, thence it is conveyed 
into bafons to clarify, in which it depofits its fediment: to prevent the too fudden 
cooling of the matter, thefe bafons are made of wood coated with clay, attd are covered 
with planks i in thefe it remains from fix to twelve or twenty-four hours, according to 
the gravity of the water; from thefe bafons it runs by means of fpouts into others to cryf- 
tallize, wherein it is fuffefed to remain fourteen days, at the expiration of which the vi¬ 
triol remains at the bottom, on the fides,and adhering to fticks placed in the bafons; if 
any fediment yet remains it is heated anew; the cryftals are laid on an inclined plain 
for the water to efcape: the lye or firft matter which-is not cryftallized is poiired into 
a well apart, whence it is taken to be heated again with frefh lye. In order to dry the 
cryftals they are laid on Ihelves of four ttories, and in two or three days, according to the 
feafon, it is effefted} the quantity of vitriol annually made is eight hundred fehip- 

punds, 



F0RTlX*8 TRAVELS IN SWEDEN. " 467 

punds, which fell at Stockholm for three rix-dollars, thirty.two fchillings, per fchip- 
pund. 

Precipitation of the copper. In order to precipitate the copper in the vitriolic water, it 
is fuffered to fall repeatedly over old iron by dilFerent cafcades, each about twelve feet 
high, and difpofed like ftairs; this water afterwards circulates in a number of fmali 
channels furniflied with old iron, and laying on level ground. 

Red colour. To^make this they begin with walhing the earth, which is afterwards baked 
in an oven for tw'^'ve hours ; wit!, ‘‘•is t’ley paint their houfes, mixing with it a fmall 
quantity of vitriolic water, ‘pixed w:rh fiour and soiling water, which is themoft general 
praftice, or mingle with it t ‘l ix, v liich is a more expenllve mode; it isalfo mixed 
with boiling vitriolic watt., anci !:t‘Ie pi-cL, or wich pitch alone for painting the doors 
and roofs : with pitch ?nd oil of or oil of turpentine alone; this colour 

preferves wood from roain^ fro”' the ne’'at-f>n of mofs, &c. it colls two rix.dollars 
the ton, of eleven lifpunds Fiet; a .houfaiid or’ of tt are anr-ially fent .0 Stockholm. 

For the information he afforded us, ai*d his oivihty in accoinpanyi*'g us over every 
part of the works, we are highly indebted to Mr. Oaim; yet d we advife all who may 
receive letters of recommendatior. to this gentlcinan, to procu-e from h»m whatever 
they may be defirous of ki. jw'ng before tluy leave Fahlun ; .or in Ipitc of the moft 
formal pro.nifes, notwithllandmg we ourlelves had furniflied him with valuable docu¬ 
ments, of which he was li.ghly folicitous, we ^ et were unable to obtain from him one 
fmgle anfwer to the numerous letters we wrote to him, as foon as he had gained from 
us all he wilhed. Travellens can^’ot too ftrongly i'nprefs on their minds that nine tenths 
of thofe perfons who have lliewn them the greateft civility, forget them by the time of 
their arriving at the firlt-llage : this we have generally eiyierienced, notwithllanding 
we have every wiiere met with kindnefs. From Fahlun to Elfdal, by Mora, is eleven 
miles. 

Mora is a very confidcrable parifli, finceit contains nearly fifteen thoufand inhabitants, 
but what renders this place the moft reraaikable is its being that where Guftavus Vafa 
harangued the Dalecarlians, from a ftone which is ftill Ihewn, and where he affeiiibled 
the troops with which he drove Chriftian II. from Stockholm. What gives further in- 
tereft to the fpot, Guftavus III. in 1778, harangued the fame people from the fame ftone, 
with equal perfuafion, and obtained from them the like alliftance, wLh yet a remarkable 
dift'erence, that the enemies againft whom'^uftavui III. folicited thei. luccov*-, were not 
Danes. Mora is on the road to Flfda t:.ere are fituated thole famous quarries of 
porphyry, fo highly deferving t!.e attention of ver- c' ious t'-iveUer. It »s met with in 
many different mountains, always in layers, and ot vai ious colours, fuch as black, grey,- 
red, and brown, with white, red, "nd green veins. This porphyry is very hard, and re¬ 
ceives a moft beautiful polilh ; it is found in great abundance; the quarries are five in 
number. The mode of formation of this ftone, which cannot be ranked among mar¬ 
bles, but rather with jafpers, contributes to i-ender it greatly varied ; hence each quarry 
is of a different complexlbn and compofition. • Porphyry of a brownifli or blgckifli red, 
with fmall white llones, is that of which the larged blocks have hitherto been found. It 
is precifelyfimilar tothe porphyry callo i Leucoltrios, deferibed by Pliny. In 1730 it 
was a maater of doubt W'hcther or not Dalecarlia produced porphyry, and authors began 
difputing. Tome ajffirming, others taking the negative. This difpute was determined at • 
length in 1786, when the fenator. Count do Bielke, then prefident of the college of mines, 
propofed an affbeiation of 2500 lhares, at 5 rix-dollars each. This projefl: was adopted, 
and the quarries were begun in May 1788. I’he five quarries vary in the colour and 
ireins. Some blocks are from four to five ells fquare. There are even flattering hopes 
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of finding green and blue porphyry, dependant on the form of the pebble, which are 
met with in abundance. , On this fpot and in the neighbourhood rock pebbles are 
alfo found, red jafper, filicious breches or pouddingues^ among others one of deep brown 
porphyry, with knots of pale red. A quantity or granite, not fo handfonie as that of 
the neighbourhood of Stockholm. The ftone is tranfported on fledges during the win¬ 
ter, and in fummer on waggons, as far as Wefteros, where it is embarked for Stock¬ 
holm. 

We fhair enter into a detail of this interefting eftablifliment. The direftion of it on 
the fpot is committed to a very capable perfon, (Mr. Hagfti ceum,) for whom care fhould 
be t^en to be provided with letters of recommendation. There are a hundred men 
employed by the day, befides a great number who work by the piece in chipping the 
blocks. A labourer’s pay is from fix to nine fchillings per diem. The work efFe£ked 
in the firfl years of the eftablifliment can afford no juft idea of its poflible perfedion, 
fince the expence of the different parts of the procels is to be regarded, the mills, faws, 
polifhing machines, &c. The method ufed for feparating the porphyry is the fame as is 
adopted in Italy. The pieces are traced with fteel pointed inftruments, which are after¬ 
wards feparated by wedges driven by main force. At this manufaftory all forts of uten- 
ills are made, tables, vafes, mortars, in one word you may have made whatever you 
will by ordering it at the office eflablifked for the purpofe at the 7 nint at Stockholm. A 
table of thirty-fix inches by eighteen, cofls 30 rix-dollars; twenty-five by feventeen 
one-third, 18 rix-dollars, of which 1 2 are paid for workmanfliip; eighteen by twelve, 
9 rix-dollars, the workmen are paid 6. A vafe of eighteen inches perfeffly well turn¬ 
ed and hollowed, coffs 40 rix-dollars; of fourteen inches, 26 rix dollars; of twelve 
inches, 25 rix-dollars; the prices are rather below thefe at prefent. Small articles are 
in the fame proportion, although in general the larger colt but little more on the fpot; 
thus the latter afibrd a profit of at leaft 50 per cent, while the former pays no more 
than 4 or 6. This eflablifhment deferves minute attention. The traveller Ihould con¬ 
trive to plan his excurfion fo as to have it take place either in fummer or the feafon 
for fledges; although in the latter the fnow will prevent the fight of a number of in- 
terefting objefts, particularly the ftone at Mora. Soon as the thaw begins this road is 
impafiible. You have to return to Fahlun by the fame road. On the way you may 
vifit the copper mine of Mortamberg, in the parifh of Rattvick, which has been but re¬ 
cently opened. In it you find copper ore of a grey colour j fometimesin azure, green, 
yellow and lightifh yellow cry ibis; mountain green; galena in fmall quantities; mar¬ 
tial pyrites; mineral pitch ; v^ry flender druzes of quartz j white quartz ; calcareous 
fpar; potter’s ftone; and amianthus in flender veins. In waMng through the 
parifh of Rattvick you often find folid calcareous ftones filled with petrifa^ions, fuch as 
orthocerathites, fometiines replete with mineral pitch, and calcareous fpar, frequently in 
cryftals; fhells and corals of different forts, and very rare lithnites. From Mortam- 
berg you may proceed to Selfbergy where a fmall vein of galena is. worked, which is in 
a flight degree argentiferous. The vein’yields galena, red and yellow blend, lapis cala- 
minaris, cScareous fpar, breche of calcareous ftone, and black Hate, fometimes mixed 
with galena; and lumachelley or calcareous ftone mingled with petrified fhells, with 
which alfo a portion of galena is fometimes blended. From Silfberg to Ofmundfberg, 
a pretty confiderable mountain, containing folid calcareous ftone; idemy in form of 
balls, impregnated with petroleum, and occafionally hollow, and lined infide with cal¬ 
careous fpar in druzesfluid, yet thick petroleum; bituminous flate, frequently full of 
minute petrifaftionsj blue clay, containing a flight portion of filverj fuller’s earth; 
and martial pyrites. 
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We cannot take leave of Fahlun without an acknowledgment to Mr. Nordhi the go¬ 
vernor of the province, for the kindnefs he Ihewed us. During the whole of our ftay at 
that town he made his houfe our home. 

This is the feafon for giving fome account of this province and its inhabitants. 

Dalecarlia is a large province, eighty leagues long by fixty broad at lead. Tillage 
lands are fcarce in it, and in confequence it is far from being peopled in proportion to 
its extent, containing little more than one hundred and twenty thoufand inhabitants. 
Its mines and forges are its principal and almoft only wealth; but in this country, in¬ 
terfered by lakes, forefts, and torrents, dwells a brave and loyal people, at all tinies 
attached to their fovereigns and to freedom; for they do not regard fuch union as in¬ 
compatible. In Dalecarlia, above all other parts of Sweden, is the remembrance of its 
valiant deliverer cheriflied. The peafant, the artifan, the people at large, all of them 
talk of Guftavus Vafa; they call to mind that to their anceftors it was he owed his 
crown. It exalts their imagination, and they fpeak of it with pride and pleafure. This 
people, nearly as rude as their mountains, poffeffes the fame rugged manners, the fame 
charaderiftics. Free as heretofore, they deem the chains of flavery infupportable. At¬ 
tached to their King, they look for a chief in him and not a mafter; ever ready to ftep 
forward in his defence, the Dalecarlian of the prefent day has proved to Guftavus 111 . 
that he has not degenerated. The Dalecarlians poffefs the right of lhaking hands with 
the Princes of the blood royal, and even with the King himfelf upon meeting with 
him : to this we were eye-tvitneffes at Haga one day while attending His Majefty, who 
had the goodnefs to affure us of the truth of the exiftence of this cuftom. The Dale¬ 
carlians are divided into black and grey; a denomination arifing from their drefs, which 
is perpetually of one or the other of thefe colours. 

From Fahlun to Gejle is thirteen miles; you pafs through Strand^ Upbo^ Smedby, 
Rmtrjhptan, Sarjlad Afen^ Haugbo, and Beck ; there is a different road, fiiorter by two 
miles and a half, but which is only paffable in the fummer time. 

You pafs over nearly the fame road before traverfed on leaving Fahlun, for the poft- 
office of Upbo is but half a mile from Setter, on the oppofite fide of the river. In the 
third ftage you crofs the Dahl three times over a floating bridge. From Smedby to 
Sarftad a very woody country. At Roeurihyttan is a confiderable forge, and a number 
of others between that place and the fucceedmg ftage, particularly at a large village, 
near a river, which you crofs over a bridge. Before you reach Sarftad, you come to 
a batrier, which divides Dalecarlia from Geftricie. We were very well accommodated 
at Sarftad, where we flept. Half a mile from Sarftad, out of the road, are the iron 
mines of Torfoeker, of great extent. In them are found black iron ore granulated ; 
galena blended with the iron ore; martial pyrites; garnets, both large and fmall, 
but full of chinks; rocks of garnets, calcareous fpar, and quartz. At half a 
mile from the mines is a mountain called Kjoerberg, which yields black garnets, min¬ 
gled with calcareous and ^anulated white fpar, forming yeij pretty but very friable 
maffes. The works of this mine are fuperb; the galleries admirable, and highly de- 
Icrving of notice. From Rceurftiyttan to Gefle there are a greater number of villages, 
and many houfes ftanding by themfelves in the country, the refult of the number of 
mines and forges. ITie roads likewife arc better^ and here and there you fee fome 
fields of corn. At the beginning of the laft ftage you pafs a bridge, and another be¬ 
fore you arrive at Gefle; the latter of ftone, with a baluftrade of iron, and an inferip. 
tion, importing that it ^s built in 177a, under the adminiftration of Mr. Sparre^ in com¬ 
memoration of the revolution. 

Gefle, 
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Gcjle. A fmall town, of from five to fix thoufand inhabitants; it is more confider- 
abie than Fahlun, and much more pleafant from its fituation on the gulph of Bothnia. 
Its port is formed by a long jetty, from the extremity of which the profpefik is delight¬ 
ful. A canal paffes through' the town. Its trade is confiderable, fo much fo, as to 
make it rank the third in the kingdom for the extent of its exports, and at lead the 
fourth in point of importation. Very large quantities of iron are ftiipped hence. In 
1787 fifty-two veffels belonged to this town, carrying fix thoufand fi;c hundred and for¬ 
ty-two tons. Uddevalla and Vifby poffefs more (hipping, but the firft exports fcarcely 
any thing but fi(h, and the tonnage of the fecond is not fo great. 

At Gefle there is a public fchool. The town-houfe.is a handfome building. Mr. de 
’Cronftedt, governor of Geftricie, has caufed a map of this province to be engraved, 
which is admirably performed ; we canpot fay the fame, however, of the duties of ci¬ 
vility to ftrangers addrelTed to him; this (light blemifli, however, we look upon as 
more than compenfated by his conduct towards, and his zeal in the caufe of Gufta- 
vus 111 ., who }ias not one fubjeii more grateful for favours received than is Mr. Cron- 
ftedt. ' 

Some miles diftant in the neighbourhood of Gefle, towards the weft, are the forges 
of ToIIforSf Walbo, Mafugu and Mackmura^ Forjhacka and Hmgbo ; on the north thofe 
of OJlottforfs^ Wiforfs, and Axmar. Continuing the road to Tomeo, you traverfe the 
fore(t of Tynnebro-hedetii which feparates Geftricie from Helfingie. In this laft province 
are the towns of Sceuderhamn and Hudvi(kfvall. In the firft is a manufaftory of. arms. 
Wiriiin reach of the great road are the forges of Longvind, Iggefund^ GmrpSy MafugUy 
and FraniTiljamar, 

In the province of Medelpad is the town of Sundfvall ; it is watered by the rivers 
Niurunda and Indahls. In the village of BergCy in the pariih of TimerOy is (hewn a ma¬ 
chine after the Dutch falhion, which cuts the metal for coining by means of water. 
The forges of Galjirmmy Lceugdcsurty and Oviken are fituated in this province. 

The capital of Angermania is Hernofand: it is the governor’s refidence, as well as 
that of the bi(hop, and contains, moreover, an ecclefiaftical confiftory and a public 
fchool. This province produces a quantity of flax, and is famous for its mode of 
fpinning and working it. The moft confiderable river bears the name of the province. 
The forges of UtanfiaUy in the parifli of Hctugziauy and Olosfdr/s in that of Nordmalinz, 
are upon the high road. 

The following towns are contained in the province of Weftrobothnie. Umeoy the re¬ 
fidence of the governor; Piteoythzt of the military governor Luleo and Torneo-y the 
latter known by the fojourn made by the academicians fent thither in 17^6 to determine 
the figure of the earth. It contains thefe dilFerent forges: Horl^orfsy in the pari(h of 
Umeo; Robersforfsy in that of Bygdeo; Melderjleil in.Boleo; Svajkn and Kengisy 
ten miles north of Torneo. Hither muft you repair if defirous of feeing the fun unin¬ 
terruptedly for days together; but this pleafure will be dearly bought by the fatigue 
of the journey from Toriieo, and particularly the additional inconvenience you will ex¬ 
perience if you fliould travel to Rullia down the eaftern fide of the gulph; fince you 
will have to traverfe an immenfe extent of country, entirely deftitute of all refources, im¬ 
mediately after you leave the fea. Another fuperior vexation is the prodigious quantity 
of infers of every kind, which fwarm through the country in the two or three months 
the fummer lafts. One fpecies of fly in particular draws blood. The inhabitants 
obliged to be upon the rivers, have no other meajtis of protection againft them than by 
#:ovfcTing their face with a kind of maftic. For the reft, the whole road front Gefle is 
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ssfine, and the pofl: duty as well regarded as in any other part of the kingdom. It is 
a difmal country to travel through, on account of the iftimenfe forefts through which 
you go, but in which you are perfeftly fecure, as well by night as by day, travelling 
through that part of Europe hitherto the leaft infefted with depravity. 

It will be neceflary the traveller Ihould be provided with letters addrefled to the dif¬ 
ferent governors, who will facilitate his obtaining lodging throughout their provinces: 
generally it is the clergy who receive travellers, and all who have made this journey 
concur in fpeaking highly of their kindnefs and attention. 

If curious to traverfe a part of Lapland, and pafs over to Norway by the mountains, 
the inflruftions fubmitted at the clofe of the; following chapter may be followed in full 
reliance; but above all, the adventurer rnuft be inured to fatigue, and refolved on fub- 
mitting to great privations for the fpace of a month at leaft. 

From Gefle to Sudersfors is five miles and a half, by Elfscarkhy and Mebede. Be¬ 
fore you reach Elfecarleby, you pafs the Dahl in a boat with oars; the poftillions are 
ufed to leave you at the banks,*but this muft not be allowed, on account of the next 
poft-houfe being at fome diftance from the oppofite bank, whither you muft either re- 
folve on walking; or wait polTibly fome time for horfes. A quarter of a mile beyond 
Elfscarleby, you follow a narrow road at the right, which leads to the cataraft; it is 
commodioufly feen from a faw-mill on the fide, and ftill better from a fmall houfe 
built much lower down, on the brink of the river, for falmdn filhing, (the filhery is 
farmed for 7000 copper dollars). This catarad; is very curious, and with refpefl: to 
the mafs of water precipitated, is more confiderable than that of Trolhoetta, but with 
refpeft to the circumjacent feenery is poflibly lefs pidlurefque; there are, neverthelefs, 
fonve great trees, which form a charming perfpeSive, and we recommend both one and 
the other to the traveller's obfervance. Almoft the whole of the remainder of the 
ftage is through a foreft. You turn to-the right in order,to, reach Mebede \ from Me- 
bede to Sudersfors is rather a bad crofs road. On arriving at Sudersfors, you pafs 
over a wooden bridge acrofs the Dahl, near which is a very pleafing cafeade; from 
it you have an admirable view of the whole breadth of the river, which is extremely 
, wide. 

Sudersfors is an eftate and confiderable forge belonging to Mr. Grill; this is the 
only forge in Sweden at which anchors are caft, and what renders it ftill more iniereft- 
ing, the procefs ufed here is entirely different to that in practice elfewhere, where an¬ 
chors are made of bar or wrought iron, whereas here it is made at once in a mould, of 
caft iron. It is affirmed,'that anchors made in this manner are at leaft equal in goodnefs 
with others; they for certain are lefs expenfive, the iron undergoing one fufion Icfs by 
the latter procefs. Three thoufand fchippunds are annually msinuiaftured, one thou- 
fand of which into bars, and two thoufand into anchors; as many as two thoufand 
four hundred have been made occafionaliy, and even once three thoufand two hundred 
during the war between France and England; thp latter is the largeft polfible quantity 
that can be manufadured. The ore comes from Dannemora, which is the caufe of the*, 
excellence of the iron from this forge, as well as in others that ufe it: this ore on its 
arrival is at firft broken, (that at leaft which is in too large pieces,) and is afterwards 
carried into the oven into which it is to be thrown r of thefe there are two in the open, 
air for roafting the ore; one is forty-two feet wide by twenty-five; the other, of the 
fame form is fomewhat ^efs; both feven feet in depth : the walls are of brick made from 
fcoria 5 a layer of woodis laid of the whole extent of the bottom, and as high as the 
walls, which is kept burning for the fpace of four weeks; each procefs of the firft oven 
furnii^es a fupply for feven weeks to the great furnace, and of the leffer oven for five 
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weeks and a half. The ore, upon its being withdrawn, is pounded by a large ham¬ 
mer and thrown into a fieve, whence the hneft part falls into a bucket faflened to an 
iron chain, which carries it to the large furnaces. When this large furnace is once 
heated it continues fo for about lix-and-thirty weeks, more or lefs, without interrup¬ 
tion ; after which a new crucible becomes requifite. The fides of the furnace, al¬ 
though of bricks made from fcoriet fixteen ells in thicknefs, require renewal eve^ four 
years. When once the furnace is kindled it is fupplied every hour with a laft of char¬ 
coal and a fchippund and a half of ore, divided into eleven equal parts. The iron fufes 
in about fifteen hours: in the beginning this procefs is very little produftive, but it in- 
creafes by degrees as the furnace augments in heat, and at length produces, when in 
full aflivity, about one hundred and twenty fchippunds of iron weekly. The bellows 
are worked by a wheel twenty feet’in diameter. When the flrength of the flame is 
confidered, which proceeds from the mouth, one is aftoniflied at the little hurry of the 
workmen in emptying their barrows of charcoal; fmall and dry as it is yet does it ne¬ 
ver inftantly take fire even in thp middle of the flame. The greateft attention is ne- 
ceflary in throwing the ore on the charcoal; as a little too muen or too little might in¬ 
jure the fufion and have a material influence on the quality of the iron. The metal in 
fufiou is let olF every eleven hours. A channel is made in hot fand of equal dimen- 
lions with the orifice, where the molten metal flows, and the divifions are marked 
agreeably to the length defired to be given them; it does not run to fo great a length 
as in France, Celdom more than two feet. The fand is kept hot for the purpofe of pre¬ 
venting accidents, which however in extreme cold weather occafionally happen. The 
furnace each time it is llruck yields feven or eight fchippunds. In lei's than a quarter 
of an hour afterwards the iron, having refumed a degree of firmnefs, is raifed and-re- 
moved for its cooling with greater difpatch; Ihortly after it is thrown into a ciftern 
lined with wood, and repeatedly filled with cold water on account of its being made to 
boil inftantly upon the firft iinmerfion; from this ciftern a prodigious fteam arifes, and 
by the fide of it you feel a kind of trembling under ground. Near this is a building in 
which the raw iron from the procefs is founded} for this ufe there are three furnaces, 
one hammer and a furnace for fmall anchors. 

In another building are eight furnaces, fix of which for founding the raw iron, and 
two for large anchors. The chimneys of the furnaces for the anchors are fufpended in 
the air. In this forge are three- hammers. During the war between England 
and France the demand there was could not be anfwered, notwithftanding all the eight 
furnaces were kept wholly employed upon anchors. The largcft hammers weigh two 
fchippunds and a half; the extremity alone is of tempered fteel. For hammering the 
anchors a hammer is like wife fometimes ufed larger than a fledge hand hammer, called 
Hercules ; it is entirely of iron, and has the Ihape of a club. Of thefe there are diflFerent 
fizes; the largeft weigh nearly a fchippund. They are raifed, by means of pullies, by 
two men, and are direded by another. There is here a machine in lhape of a crane, 
at the end of which hangs an iron cfiain; it goes on a pivot, and is fo true that two 
men are all that are required for moving the largeft anchor and placing it on the anvil, 
in the pofition deiired for its receiving the blow. We have omitted to mention a fur¬ 
nace in the open air, in which the fcoria from the three fmall furnaces are molten 
anew; in which fcorise a large quantity of iron is found yet to remain. It is but lately 
that tWs furnace has been employed. 

The anchors are tranfported oy land to Elfscarleby, on account of the catarad; the 
largcft, which weigh thirty fchippunds, require eight horfes, and can be moved only, 
upon fledges I thole of twenty Icbippunds being the heavieft which can be tranfported 
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otherwife. Some years the larger anchors have been fent to Stockholm all the way by 
land, in order to forward them the quicker. They coft from i6 to 19 and 20 rix- 
dollars the Schippund, according to their fize. The iron at from 7J to 8 rix-dollars. 
The mark on the anchors is a crown, beneath an S, and in fmaller characters a C and 
a G. The annual confumption of the manufaftory is twenty thoufand lafts of charcoal, 
twelve tons to the laft; the price of each of which is 21 fchiliings. Each furnace re¬ 
quires twenty men when large anchors are forged, who are relieved every twelve 
hours; the other furnaces feldom employ more than three men. To forge large an¬ 
chors requires at leaft thirteen or fourteen days. At Sudersfors as much fteel is made 
as is neceflary for the workmen’s toqls: the obftacle to their manufacturing more is 
the want of fea-coal, which is very rare in Sweden. (The Count de Ruuth has met 
with it on one of his eftates in Scania, but it is of an indifferent quality.) A headman 
earns 50 rix-dollars per annum; befides thefe wages he is furnifhed with a houfe to 
live in, has his grain afforded him at half price, and provender for four cows; the 
other workmen 4 fchiliings per diem, an habitation, and provender for one or two 
cows. The eftate not fupplying of itfelf a fufficient quantity of grain, although two 
miles in extent, the proprietor is under the neceffity of purchafmg annually two thou¬ 
fand tons. Upon the eftate there is befides a mill for fawing planks, and afmall do«k 
for building of floo*ps and boats ; eight large ones we faw, carrying each one maft. 
To thefe muff; be added every trade requifite to a colony feparated from fociety, fuch 
as carpenters, wheelwrights, glaziers, &c. The falary of the mailer of the furnace is 
100 rix-dollars; he is paid more than any other workmen, his work being the moll dif¬ 
ficult of any. At Sudersfors there are about 600 perfons, from 120 to 130 of whom 
are employed at the forge. The total expence of the ellablilhment is 25,000 rix-dol- 
lars. As to the fcoria^ of which the bricks are made, they are run when in a ftate of 
fulion into moulds of the form required j thefe bricks are very durable. At Suderf- 
fors we were Ihewn a building cafed forty years before with thefe bricks, which had 
received no injury from time. At Fahlun experiments of a fimilar defeription have 
been made without fuccefs, the fcorise at that place being too brittle and too highly im¬ 
pregnated with fulphur. Many houfes at Sudersfors are covered with the bark of the 
birch tree, over which thefe fcorim are laid to keep the bark level. This mode of cover¬ 
ing houfes is the moll ceconomical, but makes the roof prefs more heavy on the tim¬ 
bers. The malady to which the workmen are moil fubjed; is the erifipelas in the legs, 
owing to their being employed in Billing when not occupied at the forge, and their being 
much expofed to the wet. For the fervice of the forge twenty-eight horfes are kept. 
Near the bridge by which you firil enter is a lockfmithVihop, with one-furnace and a 
fmall hammer. On the fame premifes are a turner’s lathe for wood, and a brick or tile 
kiln, a blackfmith’s fliop, a granary, a fioar mill, and a charitable eilablifliment for the 
widows of the men employed at the forge. From the bridge you have a pleafing view 
of the new church : this is ^ pretty building, and capacious enough; it is built of brick 
with the fingle exception of the foundation of cifl fcoria. Men were employed in le¬ 
velling the ground about it and erefling a very thick wall for an inclofure, on which it 
is intended to raife iron palifades. Near the church a cemetery and charael-houfe is to 
be condruded : the carcafe of the building was complete in April 1791. 

The manfion is a very modell wooden building, painted Hone colour; it is of one 
fingle ftory, with twelve windows.in front: already has it flood a hundred years. Be¬ 
fore it are two fmall pavillions, built likewife of wood, painted red, and of one (lory 
alfo. Between the manfion and the building is an extreme fmall parterre. On the 
firfl ilory is a fmall gallery, or rather corredore, in which are a number of animals 
fluffed, fuch as the elk, rein-deer, &c. In the middle of the caille is a glafe tower, 
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whence you have a fine profpefl:, but which the bad weather that reigned while we 
were there prevented our enjoying. Adjoining to the principal building is a tolerably 
large kitchen garden with fonie fmall hot houl'es, at the extremity of which is a palif- 
fade, through which you have a delightful view of the river; in this fpot it is amazing¬ 
ly wide, and more rcfcmblcs a lake itudded with iflands than a river. l)n the fide of 
the manfion, in a fmall pavillion, we faw a colleftion of three or four hundred birds 
fluffed, and a pretty apartment of Ihells. The catalogue of thefe f wo colleftions is 
printed, but the proprietor is daily making additions to them. In the fame apartment 
is a library of books relative to natural hiftory.; in the billiard-room on the fide fome 
impaled animals, fuch as the fox, the glutton, a white fox, another white and grey, a 
vvHd cat of a large fize called a lynx, &c. 

We cannot fpcak too highly of the kindnels of Mr. Grill, at whofe houfe we lived, 
and with difficulty were fuffered to lodge at the inn at which we arrived. He Ihewed 
us every thing himfelf W'ith the greatelt politenefs, and explained every thing with the 
utmoft civility. Willingly would we have had to fpeak as favourably of him with re- 
•gard to his colleftion of medals at Stockholm : but after giving a formal promJe to 
fhew us them he put us off from one day to another, and finally gave for anfwer that 
they vverc packed up and could not be fhewn. I’his brings to memory the exprefliou 
fo well known —himfelf a brave man fuch a day —and proves that politenefs 
may fometimes be ephemeral. 

Trom Sudefsfors to Upfal is feven miles and a quarter, by Tfre^ Lebit^ and Hmugfla. 
You travel almoft wholly on the eftate of Mr. Grill for the lirfl ftage, tracing back the 
road by which you came for about three quarters of a mile; afterwards you turn to 
the right, and having gone further three quarters of a mile you find yourfelf again on 
the high road to Upfal. Half a mile before you reach Yfre you pal’s over a bridge 
acrofs a river, and a quarter of a mile beyond another, the parapets of which are of 
iron; from this you have the profpe£t of a number of charming cafeades. In order to 
reach the poft-houfe you leave the high road on the left, and join it again by a crofs 
road. On this ftage you notice one of the largefl plains in Sweden : thence to Upfal 
we traverfed plains and a well cultivated country ; a quarter of a mile before you ar¬ 
rive there you pafs by the fide of the church of Old Upfal, celebrated in the days of 
paganifm, but at prefent abandoned. We faw afterwards fcveral heaps of flones, under 
w hich, according to tradition, fome ancient kings lie buried. 


Chap. XIII.— Upfal. — The Cathedral. — Univerfity. — Cabinets.’—InfiruWons for iraverf. 

ing the Alps of Lapland. 

UPSAL, formerly the capital of Sweden, at prefent of Upland, is a very fmall city, 
and contains fcarcely more than four thoufand inhabitants, exclufive of the ftudents, 
the number of which, as is the cafe of all univerfities, occafionally differs, but which 
may be generally eftimated at five hundVed at leaft. From tHe caftle, a tolerably large 
but irregular building, you have a very fine view of the town and country ; and thence 
it is that you are enabled to form the heft effimate of its extent*. A river runs through 
it which has a communication with lake Moeler, and which is of benefit to the very tri¬ 
fling commerce carried on by the town. Notwithftanding the inconfidcrablenefs of its 
trade, if the extent of the city be regarded, it is very well inhabited, for independent of 
thofe, who from their fituations arc obliged to refide here, fuch ah the Governor, and 

* We (liJ not notice by the fide of the gate* the tun full of water, which iidefcribed by the Dutcli 
traveller (Le Voyageur Hollandais}. 
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the Archbifliop, (P>^r. Trnil, a well informed man, formerly RiHiop ofLinkcKiipIng, and 
auihor, .miong other things, of Letters on Iceland, a work much efteemed, and which has 
l)eeh tranflated into French,) a number of Swedifli noblemen have taken up their dbode 
here, fome to be nearer to their eftates, and fome to avoid the cxj)eijce and tumult of the 
capital. Among thefe we have to notice in particular the Senator, Baron Gccr, formtrly 
Sccretary of State for foreign affairs: we have to thank him for the obliging manner 
in which he received us, foreigners cntirtdy unknown to him. but Hill more I'orihe ac¬ 
quaintance of a well informed, affable, polite man, in whofe Ibciety the curious travel- 
lor could but acquire great advantage. Upfal on many accounis is defervijig of being 
jeen ; in order to notice a!i, a ftay of at leaff three days will be requillte : this city is 
irilcreffing were it only for its giving birth to Linnjcus and Bergmann. A houlc is 
building in memory of Linnoeus at the royal gardens, which ferve for a public pro¬ 
menade. 

The cathedral is ll?e largeft and handfomeff; church in Sweden; of it this affertion 
mipht make a ptrfon who had not ffen the others form rather a higii opinion ; but 
having viewed th-’m it will he readily conjeftured that better might be erected, which 
yet fhnulu be far from perfect. 1 his church is however truly remarkr.ble on account 
of the toinl)s it contains, which, although no mafter pieces, are intcreiiing, as they re¬ 
gard thchitlory of the country. The church is two hundred and thirty feet long from 
the o^areir.iry to the altar; beyond which is a ciiapel of fome depthits width is one 
hundred and eight feet; it has three naves, and chapels all round it; in that behind 
the great altar is the tomb of Guffavus Vafa and his wives ; his children and grand¬ 
children are interred in the one adjoining. In this John III. was buried. 'I'he monument 
over his tomb, creeled by Sigifmund, was made in Italy ; but the veffels carrying it to 
Sweden being fliipwrcckcd on the coaft of Dantzick it was tranfported thither, where it 
remained near two Iiuniircd years j it has been brought hither only within tbefe few 
years: it is no honour to the arts, and was in a bad Itate. In another chapel are the 
fepulchres of the families of Qxmjikrn and Stenbock. In another two beautiful Sarco¬ 
phagi in marble to the memory of Charles de Gccr, Marfhal of the court, and his lady ; 
his buff alfo in white marble, on the fragment of an hnliquc fluted column, crefted by 
his wife. The tomb of Sture and his two fons, killed by order of Eric XIV. The fe- 
pulchre of the firff wife of Sigifmund. On the right of the great altar are the relics of 
St. Eric, and nothing elfe remarkable. Linneeus is inhumed beneath a ffone near the 
door without any inferiptton or even his name (whatever the Dutch traveller may ad¬ 
vance to the contrary). In a fort of cave adjoining the church is a wooden idol of the 
God Thor, which does not appear fo ancient as faid to be, with the chalice, crofter, fee. 
prefented by Pope Hx III. to the firff bifltop of Upfal. 

The univerfity of this city was founded by Sten Sture the elder, in 1476, who ob¬ 
tained permiflion for the purpofe from Sixtus IV., and took the inffitution at Bologna for 
his model. The admini|(lrators and fenatore confirmed the bull of Sixtus IV. (of the 
28th of February 1476,) on the 20th July 1477, granted to this academy all the 
privileges enjoyed by the univerfity of Paris. In 1624 Guffavus Adolphus afligned 
them eftates under the diredion of the confiftory of profeflbrs. The revenue was "then 
25,000 crowns, of 3 dollars j but this fum is now nearly tripled: it is however depend¬ 
ant on the feafons. I'he univerfity appoints two profeflbrs, called JErarii, to manage 
its property, who retain their places for two years, when one of them goes out. There 
are four faculties, viz four profeffors of theology, (there were five,) who at the fame 
time compofe the ecclefiaffical confiftory, two of jurifprudence, thirteen of philofophy, 
and four of medicine. 1 he new profeffors are: one of theology, one of private oeco- 
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nomy, and one of eloquence and politics; the others ellablifticd in 1751 are, one of 
chemiftry, and one of phyfic ; in 1761, one of public right, (now abolilhed,) and one 
of anatomy, during the retolution of 1772. The courfes in medicine laft three, four, 
or five years before the ftudent can take a doftor’s degree. The novice mull undergo 
two examinations; this is a ftudy lefs followed than any. The courfes in jurifprudence, 
when followed only to qualify for the bar, continue for two or three years; thofe of 
theology, three or four years. The King alone grants a doftor's degree, fn philofophy 
two themes mull be maintained ; this is the courle of all others the moll followed ; 
the diredor is changed every fix months, at St. John’s day and at Chriftmas. The 
profeffors nominate three candidates for the office, one of which was wont to be eleded 
by His Majefty, at prefent he choofes who he will; the diredors have no increafe of 
allowance, their only emolument being derived from the compliment paid by each ftu¬ 
dent on his admilfion to the univerfity during his redorllup; this prefent is two or three 
rix-dollars, and two or three ducats if the ftudent be of a diftinguilhed family. The 
flip^nd of the profelTors is 1400 filver dollars and a hundred tons of corn, which may 
be eftimated at 1600 f.cd: fome of them have apartments, but moft not. No one can 
become a civil magiftrate without undergoing a public examination at one of the three 
univerfities of Upfal, Obo, or Lund. There is a fourth at Gridfwald in Pomerania, 
which is under the jurifdiction of the empire. The perfoqal jurifdiction of the univer- 
lity extends not.only throughout the city, but for fix leagues around, (in matters which 
regard the ftudents). The holillays are from the 14th December to the 28th January, 
and from the feftival of St. John to that of St. Michael. The profeffors give gratuitous 
leffonS four times a week; for private leffwis the fcholar pays two or three rix-dollars 
monthly, according to bis capacity, which is paid every other term. There are fome 
prizes of private foundation called Stipendia^ of which more than a hundred ftudents at 
Upfal reap advantage; thefe are from 45 to 400 plottes each, and are ufually adjudged 
by the confiftory; but an appeal lays to the chancellor in cafe of diffatisfa^ioo, who 
finally awards. The Stipendia diftributed by the King amount to 3000 plottes. In 
1730 there were two thoufand ftudents, in 1791 but fix or feven hundred. 

In the bull by which the univerfity was inftituted, the archbifiiop is defignated chan¬ 
cellor; but the academical conftitutions of 1625 affume, that thenceforward it fiiall be 
a fenator of the kingdom, the archbiihop being only vice-chancellor. It is the body of 
profeffors, or the academical confiftory, which ele£ls the chancellor, and their nomina¬ 
tion is confirmed by the King; for a number of years the prefumptive heir of the crown 
has had the title. 

The library of the univerfity is highly celebrated throughout Europe,, but in our opi¬ 
nion without defert, notwithftanding it contains many articles well worthy the infpedion 
of a traveller. In the firft place we faw a number of things which appear out of place 
certainly in a library, fuch as an antique cafe made of different forts of ftone, with a 
fmall fpinnett, and little paintings on agate reprefenting the paffion of our Saviour, &c.^ 
fome very minute works in wood and ivbry,, the whole prefented to Guftavus Adolphus 
by the city of Nuremberg, for his daughter; two fmall books of dowers, fifh, and ani¬ 
mals, painted on vellum by Queen Chriftina; a number of toilet trinkets which belonged 
to her; the portrait of General Konigfmarck, in the fervice of the republic of Venice, 
formed by lines of writing in latin, which give an account of his life, on vellum; a large 
agate of fixteen inches by thirteen, on one fide of which the laft judgment is depi&ed, 
and on the other the paflage of the red fea, by Koenig, with, other matters of little 
moment. 5 
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In the firft of the three rooms of which the library is compofed, is a marble buft of 
Charles XI. placed there in ijroi by Ben. Oxen/iiern ; in the third that of Guflavus 
• Adolphus, erefted in 1731 by Frederic I. 

The firfl room contains belles lettres, hiftory, and natural hiftory. The fecond was 
added by the late King in 1767, when Prince-royal, aS appears from the infcription over 
the door. The third comprifes jurifprudence, theology, and phyfic. 

The moftvaluabfe article in this libraryis the gothic manufcript knownunder the name 
of Codex argentcus. It contains the four evangelifts in lettera of gold and filver, eachline 
interlined; it is in 4to., is incomplete at both beginningand end,and confifts of one hun¬ 
dred and eighty.fevcn leaves; in the margin is a tranflation of fome paflages in latin: we do 
notbelieve it has been printed, as fome travellers affirm-. Befides this, Commntaria hijiorica 
Regis Erici XIV. cum direSlionibus et profe&ionibus planetarum domorum, et partium pro 
anno 1566, an original in his own hand writing; the fame for the year 1567, a copy. 
Edda et Scalda, a very valuable Icelandic manufcript on vellum, with figures coarfely 
drawn, incomplete and much damaged. The, Edda was compofed by the layman Stur- 
lefony in the thirteenth century ; he was murdered in an infurreftion. Mr. Mallet in 
his introdoftion to the hiftory of Denmark, fpeaking of this work fays, “ J. P. Refenitts 
publifhed the firft edition of the Edda in 4to. at Copenhagen, in 1665} by the fide of 
the text is a verfion in latin by Stephanas Olai', a learned ecclefiaftic of Iceland, and a 
Danifli tranflation by Stephanius, with variations taken from a man.ufcript of Magnus- 
Ola'ii an Icelander. The moft ancient manufcript of the Edda is thought to be that 
which belongs to the King of Denmark: it is confidered to have been written at the 
dole of the thirteenth century or the beginning of the fourteenth. A valuable manu¬ 
fcript of the Edda is alfd to be fcen at Upfal. Mr. Goeurandfon has publifhed it with a 
Swedifh and latin verfion : the text of this edition differs very immaterially from that of 
Refcnius.” We have a difficulty in comprehending how|a complete tranflation of that 
work could poffibly be made from a manufcript in fuch an imperfeft ftate. The laws 
of Iceland^ a very ancient manufcript on vellum. Dialogus ereaturarum moralifatus ; 
the firft work publifhed in Sweden at Stockholm, 1483. Manudle ecclefia Linkopen^Sy 
an extremely rare work. Soeuderkceupingy 1525, the only one known. A latin commen¬ 
tary on the/even pfalmsy 1515, the firft work publifhed at Upfal. The fame volume of 
Rudbcck as is found in the King’s library at Stockholm. Thomas Aquinas Secunda 
fccunday in folio, Mentz, 1467, in good prefervation. Two editions of the Catbolicon of 
the fifteenth century, without a date. A German bihle which belonged to Luther, Wit- 
temberg, 1541. The firft folio bible is in latin; Nuremberg, 1475. A German bible 
in folio, 1494, Lubeck; this is the oldeft German bible printed. A Bohemian bibley 
1489, fmall folio, with figures in wood. Plinyy in latiny Rome, 1473, in folio, on paper. 
Suetoniusy 1470, Rome, in folio, on paper. The moft ancient Swedifli bible, Upfal, 
1541. The Ne%v tejiament in Swedifh, with the arms of Guftavus Vafa, Stockholm, 
1526. The laws of Sweden, on vellum, 1617, at Stockholm, very elegant. The 
library confifts of nearly fifty thoufand volumes The manuferipts are on the firft 
ftory. The imiverfity bought a colleftion of five hundred volumes of manuferipts of 
the widow of Mr. Palmjkoldsy moft cf them are in 4to. fome rare articles among them 
have been printed. ProfelTor Giorgi arronged and made a catalogue of them, which 
confifts of two large volumes. Notwithftanding the number of manuferipts is very con- 
fiderable, many receptjicles are empty. There is nothing among them fingularly valu¬ 
able except the Diarium Wadjienenfey an original manufcript on vellum, fmall quarto,., 
written by different hands from j 344 to 1544. This work was publifhed by Benzelius, 
atUpfal, in 1721: Mr. Nordin is about to publifh a new edition. The fund fet apart 
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for tlie library is i ooo plottes per annum, a fum which appeared to us inconfiderable 
indeed. 

The mincra'ogicnl cahincl, under the management of Mr. J/zclius^ profeffor of chemif- 
try, is clafled agreeably to the fyllem of Cronjledt; the Councillor of mines. Swab, firfl: 
began llie colledion. Theuniverfity has poUefl'ed it ever fmee 1750, and it has been 
confidcrably augmented by tlie celebrated Bergmann : it is now very complete, particu¬ 
larly as to what regards the minerals peculiar to' Sweden. I’hefe antirely lill one cabi¬ 
net, to the number of three thoufand fpccimens ; the general colledion is coniained in 
about forty large cafes. We faw here alfo Ibme Hones engraved, none of which were 
remarkable ; a number of cryllallizations and petrifactions peculiar to Sweden, of but 
little interefl; fome Ihells alfo, but in no great number. The mofl; valual)le article in 
this cabinet is fome fiia///-ve, native and artilicial gold, found at NertchinJkfA in Siberia, 
analyzed by Mr. Bergmann. A number of mineralogifts doubt, but unjullly, the ex- 
iftence of this fpecimen. In a fmsll cabinet arc feen the models of the pumps, furnaces, 
and other uienlils employed in mines. 1 here is but a very poor chemical laboratory. 
Mr. Afzelius, in April, 1791, had but thirty fcholars, a matter which appeared to me 
very fmirular in a country, the mines of which fonn its principal wealth, and in which 
cbemiftry fhould confcquemly be cultivated above all other fciences. 

T. he cabinet of Mr. 7 hunberg is exceedingly curious from the beauty of the fpecimens 
collected, and their number; for it eml-.raccs objeds of more than one dclcription, 
although wholly analogous to natural liihory : Mr. '1 hunberg has travelled a great 
deal, and ha.s himlelf feleded a great number of interelling articles: he has been at 
Japan, and even in the capital, owing to a concurrence of circumHances which few Eu¬ 
ropeans have had the good fortune to meet with: of aJiimals and birds thefc are the 
inuft remarkable: the liorfe of the Cape of Good Mope; a head of the Aut cafer, from 
the fame place ; a liitj^alo, idem ; the American Ant-eater ; a white Fo:;; a Stag, from 
the illand of Java, a very rare fpecimen; an animal refembling the Ermine, wdth a much 
longer body; three fpecies of 6Vis//;j, from America, Cfy.'ow without a tail, and from 
Java, the latter very rare; a China Pheafant; a male and female Eyderdown Duck ; 
three fpecies of the Alca ardica, very rare ; a colledion nearly complete, of the birds 
peculiar to Sweden, and a number of other animals and birds ; a very beautiful collec¬ 
tion of buttciilies: the Atlas of Ceylon, a female, meafuring nine inches from the ex¬ 
tremity of .ane wing to the other; the male is not lb large as the female: the Luna of 
Surinam, rare ; the Priam, from the iflands of Banda and Ainboyna, colts 25'ducats in 
Holland ; tiie Latcrnaria, a fpecies of Fugora, from Surinam, extremely rare ; Pneu- 
mores, snaculata, immaculate, and fexguttqta, rare, particularly the lad named, from 
the C.>pe of Good Hope; a fuperb colledion of iiil'eds, crabs, and crayfilh, fpiders, 
fcarabaci, bees, &c. ; a new feurabreus of the Gideon fpecies, with three horns, unique ; 
corals and marine plants; a herbary of plants of all countries, confiding of nearly twenty 
thoufand fpecimens; a large piece of trapp of three colours^ the bafe reddilh, green and 
white, twenty inches long by fixtcen wide, engraven en cameo, in China, alter the an¬ 
tique, and reprefenting leaves and fruit; an exceeding rare and valuable article : fome 
fliClls: a fpindle, (Ftipau,) fingular on account of its fize, being nearly feven inches; a 
Ihe.l from Jamaica of the TcUina genus ; and another Iroin Japan yet undeferibed ; an 
Ifogonum, extremely rare, of five inches anda half; isPlacenia, five inches indiameter; 
a Hammerfijis, feven inches and a half at th; end, the handle fix inches long; a Patella, 
from J ’.pan, nondefeript. A PoliJJj cap, nearly two inches. fn the adjoining garden 
are five or fix liuiufand exotic plants, as well of Sweden as from foreign qountries,. in 
green-houfes and in the open air. Mr. Thunberg had a hyndred fcholars, rliis cabinet 

8t he 
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he has made a prefent of to the univerfity: his voyage to Japan was publifiied in 1791, 
and tranflated into German. 

There is a catalogue of the different cabinets of tlie univerfity of IJpfal, publiihed in 
the form of differtations, with the title, Mufaum naturalium Academian Upfalienfts: many 
parts have already appeared, containing an account of what has been prefented to the 
univerfity by Mr. Thunberg and others. The colle&ion of plants extends to twenty 
thoufand fpecies, the moft rare of which are thofe of the Cape of Good Hope and Japan. 
The Flora Japonica is already printed, and Mr. Thunberg is at prefent employed on the 
Flora Capenlis. 

'i ’he coins of Japan are in the cabinet of His Majefty at Drottningholm. Mr. Thun¬ 
berg gave a defeription of them before the academy of fciences at Stockholm. Among 
the Indian coins thf>re are numerous rare fpecies, fuch as the pagoda of Malabar with 
the figure of an elephant in gold, and the twelve rupees in gold vvith the twelve figns of 
the zodiac, ftruck by Nounnahalt the wife of the grand Mogul, Selim I. It is extremely 
rare to meet with this collection complete, on which account it is very dear, cofting 
more than 4000 livres. 

The cai.inet of Mr. Zlcrvogelis very curious, and above all remarkable in the depart¬ 
ment of fiiells, of which there are nine hundred different fpecies, and in all nine thou¬ 
fand fpecitnens; a great number are fawed in twain in order to fhew the interior: this 
appeared to us a new and well conceived plan j fome arc fawn in a tranfvcrfe direction. 
The following are the moft remaikable in the cabinet: the Ciprea occUatat with black 
fpots ; a tolerably handfome collection of Harps, although the Imperial is wanting ; the 
Hippo cajlanum miircx \ Tttrris Bahilonicws sn-trex, of three inches and a half in height; 
Murex perverfus, three incht's and a hall; Froebus Pharacnis folaris ; Turbo chryfojh- 
mts, of a golden colour within; a Sca/aris, of nearly two inches; Helix caracolla ; He¬ 
lix amarula; a grouped Miiella ; Lepas ; Spondilus gaderopus, of two inches with very 
long thorns ; Area tortuofa, of thiee inches and a half; a white Hammcrfijls, of five 
inches and a half, the arms more than fix inches long, a fide of it is wanting which is a 
great pity; a Hammer, fix inches by fix; • a Placetila, of three inches and a half; Cryjla 
gain, mytilus ; a number of Argonauts ; numerous handfome Nautili, two of which Pom~ 
pan fix inches and a half in length, fome are painted. A fine vafe of rock chryftal, fix 
inches in diameter, w'ith a hunt extremely well engraven on the infide, a little chipped. 
A trifling colleftion of fifli and marine plants. Very beautiful infeds of nearly three 
thoufand dificrent forts, but feventy are w'anting to make the collection of thofe of Swe¬ 
den entirely complete. A quantity of amber of all deferiplions, A complete coiledion 
of ftones and minerals. Mr. Ziervogcl, in imitation of Mr. Thunberg, prefented after¬ 
wards his cabinet to the univerfity. 'Fhc naturaliil muft be highly grateful to them for 
adopting this method of preferving to the public without difparagemcnt, fuch truly valu¬ 
able colledions. 

A full mile from Upfal, by turning a little from the great road, you arrive at Moraf- 
tein : this is a finall houfe on the left fide of the road, built over the fpot where formerly 
the Kings were crowned; over the door isinferibed- wora Jlenar, anno 1770. The 
interior of the room is twelve feet fquare; a number of ftones are ranged on the ground 
by the fide of the walls of different fixes, fame with charaders engi-aven on them, but 
which are almoft wholly effaced. What follows is written on the fides of the chamber 
at a certain height, and appears to relate to the Sovereigns who have been crowned 
here. 

“ Konunga Wal och hyllningar oro fordom har fkedda Konung ftenkil 1060. K. jnge. 
K. Magnus Ladulos D. J. 1 *76. K. Mag. fmek. D. II. 1319. K. Eric, D. X.III. 1396. 

K. Chrif- 
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K. Cbriftopher, 1441. K. Carl, D. VIII. 1448, K. Chriftiand I. 1457. Riks. f. 
Steii Sture, D. yngre. 1512, flera berettelferlos Toeurners difs 1700. Rudbecxs Atl. 
SchefTerus de Upfalia. Wexionius. Eubergsom Upfala. Salvii oni Upland. Tuncid 
ofver fucrig. Med flora.” 

Mr. Ludek^, the paftor of the German church at Stockholm, took a drawing of the 
ftones in 1^89, which has been engraved; his fon, at prefent at Goettingen,(in 1793*) 
is employed on an account of them. 

From Upfal to Stockholm by is feven miles and.three quarters. 

Injirudions for thofe defrous of traverftng Lapland and the Alps^ in order fo io pofs over to 

Norway. 

On arrival at Luleo, which is one of the towns of Weftrobothnia, fifteen miles from 
Tomeo, provided the traveller be defirous of continuing his route towards the pro¬ 
vinces of Lapland, which bear the name of their capital, or chief place, he muft pro¬ 
ceed to old Luleo, fituated a mile from the new. At a quarter of a mile diflant, he 
will come to the river of Luleo, where he may go .three miles by water ; after which he 
will be obliged to walk for a mile or more through an arid fiindy forefl; on account of 
the great rapidity of the river, and the rocks and ftones in its bed which hinder the paf- 
fage of boats; he muft afterwards return to the banks of the river and take boat again, 
proceeding thus for four miles to a cataraft of no great confequence, where fome thou- 
fand barrels of falmon are annually caught. From this fpot he muft again go on foot 
for two miles, and then take to the water anew for three miles, in boats which he will 
find at every ftation pointed out. At eleven or twelve miles from Luleo, Lapland begins; 
frotn its borders to Jockmock church is fix miles further. The forefts and marflies may 
be pafled over in four or five days, which will bring the traveller to the houfe of the 
reftor, (Mr. Fielftroeume,) a polite and intelligent man, honoured with the title of King’s 
almoner. 

This church, built about a century ago, is fituated in a hilly country, in the midft of 
. a large foreft of pines and fir. 

Gelliwari mine, the moft confiderable in all Lapland, is fix or feven miles weft of 
lockmock. 

If defirous of continuing his journey towards the Alps, the traveller muft obferve the 
following diredtions: ift. he muft walk for a mile from the refl.or’s houfe; ad. crofs a 
lake of the fame breadth, and afterwards go oil foot two miles, which will bring him to 
another lake called Purkiparcr. He will find tolerable accommodation at night in the 
houfes of the inhabitants, emigrants'from Weftrobothnia, whom the government has 
encouraged to fettle in Lapland. From lake Purkiparer he muft march two miles and a 
half, when he will have to crofs another called Purkipaur. In its neighbourhood is a 
mountain called (grandfather’s head,) at the foot .of which is a cavern confe- 

crated by the ancient Laplanders to fome of their divinities at prefent unknown. In it 
alfo are round numbers of rein deer’s horns, remnants of facrifices on the part of the 
Laplanders. The opening is fo near the lake, that you may enter it without |retting 
out of the boat; its dimenfions are ten or twelve feet in breadth by fix or eight in 
depth. 

After paffing the lake, he muft proceed on foot two miles, and will have to crofs 
another large lake four miles broad, having paflTed which he will arrive at a habitation 
called Tiomotis. At a quarter of a mile from this place he will fee a copper mine now 
abandoned called Kwiwan, (copper mountain.) From Tiomotis he muft march two 

miles 
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tniles through the foreft in order to reach lake Tiomotis, which is five miles in length; 
this mud be -traverfed in the diredion of the Alps, which are difiinguifliable at the dif- 
tance of eight or ten miles by their fummits covered with fnow; he will next feea JOck 
of extraordinary height, and which on account of itsrefemblancc ,is denominated the 
pulpit. A little farther he will notice the beautiful cafcade Cafcawan^ (defcribed fifty 
years-ago in the A£la Upfalt") precipitated with great noife juft at the brink of the lake. 
At length he will reach Qwckjock, another church of this province; it is fituated at the 
foot of the Alps, in fuch a pleafant fpot during the fummer, that, the learnt author of 
the celebrated Atlantica was thence induced to place the terreftial paradife within the 
frozen zone, (the reftor’s name is Ohrftroeum.) If defirous of crolfing the Alps, the 
traveller now muft afcend the firft mountain, the moft lofty of the whole, it is called 
Walliwari: the afcent is neatly a mile. From the fummit of this mountain he will 
have moft ex'tenfive and piQurefque views of the whole province. From Walliwari 
you look down as on an immenfe map, and diftinguiih beneath you the tops of the 
Alps, at times enveloped in clouds. 

It requires at leaft ten or twelve days to ctofs the Alps and arrive in Norway, on 
which journey he muft abfolutely travel on foot for eighteen miles, and provide himfelf 
with a tent and provifions. Scattered about here and there he will-meet with feme of 
the Laplanders with their fiocks in the moft fertile valleys; but occafionally from their 
erratic life, he may meet with none. After croffing the Alps, their mountains of fnow, 
their mafles of ice, their deep rivers, &c. he enters Norway at the 68® of latitude, and 
finally arrives at the North fea, 


Chap. XIV.-—yf Summary of the Hijlory of Sweden from Gujlavus Vafa^ to the Afcenjion 

to the Throne of Gujlavus III, 

AS it forms no part of our plan to fpeak of the kingdoms of the North previous to 
their obtaining confideration in the political balance of Europe, we ihall begin with the 
reign of the great Guftavus Vafa, under whom Sweden firft faw herfelf finally releafed 
from a foreign yoke, and left to her own powers, 

Gustavus Vasa. 

Gufavus, the liberator of his country whofe gratitude adjudged him the crown, was 
bom of an illuftrious family in 1490. His father Eric Vafa^ was murdered in the hor¬ 
rible maffacre at Stockholm on the 8th November, 1520. His great foul was wholly 
intent afterwards on avenging his father, and freeing the country from the tyrant be¬ 
neath whofe fcourge it withered. After wandering about a length of time in Dalecar- 
lia, and efcaping a thoufand dangere, he had the good fortune to mufter fuilicient force 
to make himfelf mafter of feveral towns, and finally to drive the Danes from Sweden in 
1523, yet not without a number of battles in the two years it took him to efteft his ob- 
je£l. Previoufly nominated adminiftrator of the ftate, this year he was made King at 
the diet of Strengnoes, and honoured with a title which he had fo juftly deferved, he 
entered his capital in triumph. Notwithftanding his power was unlimited, he governed 
Sweden rather as a father than a mafter. The Dalecarlians indeed revolted feveral times 
in his reign, to fubdue whom he was obliged to ufe rigorous meafures, which he exer- 
cifed likewife towards two fenators guilty of rebellion. At the council of CEurebro in 
1529, the Roman catholic religion was entirely abolilhed, and the creed of Auglbourg 
VOL* VI. 3Q received 



,45* fortia’s travbls in swBdbn. 

received as the rule of faith throughout the kingdom, which put an end to thofe dif- 
putes concerning religion which had lafted fo great a lengtli of time. ^ 

To the former pofleffions of the crown, Guftavus added the immenfe property of 
the clergy ; and in 1531, with a view of giving greater weight to the new religion, he 
replaced the canons of Upfal by Lutherans ; and caufed Lawrence Tetri, a Proteftant, 
to be inftalled Archbillaop of that city for the celebration of the marriage of the King, 
and coronation of the new Queen: Guftayus even gave one of his relations in marriage 
to the Archbiihop. In 1541, he made a treaty with Francis the Firif, King of France, 
to whom he fent an embafly the next year, the two Sovereigns by this treaty contrafted 
an alliance oifenfiveand defenfive. In 1544, Guftavus requefted the States, aflembled 
at Wefteros, to make the crown h^-reditary in his male lino, which was unanimoufly 
confented to, as a rewardjuftljrearned by his important fervices. It was decided at the 
fame time, that in cafe of the royal line becoming extinfl, the fenate, in conjunction 
with the States, Ihould elect a new King. 

This prince died in 1560, after a glorious reign of nearly forty years. He pofTefled 
the requifites of .a great man, was brave, enterprizing, aftive, a-great politician, and inac- 
celfible either to love or flattery j never did he unIheath the fword except from heceflity, 
yet never did he yield aught'it was his duty to defend. He releafed Sweden from the 
Ihackles of Denmark, and notwithftanding the turbulent reftlefs fpirit of his people, 
was cherilhed by them as their common father. In fhort, he was a prince whom pode- 
rity may take for a model. Why were not his children like him ? 

Eric XIV. 

Eric, the fon and fiicceflbr of Guftavus, fenfible and well informed, was yet highly 
culpable, irrefolute in his plans, and imprudent in his conduct. I'he clofe of his reign 
was marked by ads of fury and inadnefs, of which the Sutres were the unfortunate vie* 
tims. He placed great reliance in judicial aftrology. He charged his brother John 
with rebellion for having married Catherine the daughter of Sigifmund I. King of Po¬ 
land, and an ally of the Mufeovites, with whom he was at war; and notwithftanding he 
had confented in the firft inftance to the marriage, he befieged John in the cartle of 
Abo, and having taken him prifoner, confined him in the caftle of Gripftiolm, whence 
he was releafed in 1567. The Prince however never forgave his brother this imprifon- 
ment, but joining with his brother Charles in 1568, afterwards Charles IX., they be¬ 
fieged the King in Stockholm, and obliged him to abdicate the throne. This unfor¬ 
tunate prince was imprifoned in many difterent caftles, and after nine years* confinement 
was finally poifoned. 

This death, while it excites our pity for the viftim, infpires one with horror at his 
brother John, who fucceeded him. 

Eric XIV. in 1568, created Counts and. Barons. Of the three dignitaries made on 
this occafion, Peter Brahe was the firft. The families of the other two are extinft. 

( 

John III. 

John the Third was dcclarcil King by the States aflembled at Stockholm; he reigned 
alone, notwithftanding his engagement of ftiariiig the throne with his brother Charles, 
and which engagement was the inducement for Charles affifting him againft Eric. The 
fucceeding year Eric was condemned by the States to perpetual iniprifonment; but in 
15751, fome partifans yet remaining faithful, he attempted to efcape from prifon. John, 
apprehenfive of dantrer to his crown from fuch a rival, determined on poifoning him. 
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to a propofal of which nature the States had the bafenefs to give their approbation *. 
John contented himfelf with ceding to his brother Charles three provinces, as preferibed 
by his father*s will, but exafled frdih the inhabitants an acknowledgement of him as 
the only fovereign of Sweden. 

I'his prince was almoft continually at war with the Danes and Mufeovites, with vari¬ 
ous fuccefs. The following incident is highly worthy of relation. In 1573, fix hun¬ 
dred horfe and a hundred foot belonging to the Swedes under the command of General 
Ackefon^ being abandoned by the Livonians their allies near Revel, defended themfelves 
fo vigoroufly againft fixteen thoufand Mufeovites by whom they were furrounded, that 
they killed feveii thoufand of them and put the others to flight, making booty of theilr 
baggage. John, up to 1583, the period of the death of Catherine Jagellon, daughter 
of Sigifmundl., aflTiduoufly attempted at different times to re-eftablifli the Roman Catho¬ 
lic religion, but never with fuccefs; he even reforted to violent meafures, fuch as rarely 
indeed avail in matters of faith. His fop Sigifmund, Prince Royal of Sweden, obtained 
by the credit of Anne, Queen dowager of Poland, the filler of his mother, the crown of 
that kingdom in 1587. Religious difputes Hill continued: Duke Charles being fteadily 
attached to the creed of Auglbourg, the ellablilhed faith of the nation, a great coolnefs 
between the two brothers arofe in confcquence; but in 1589 they were reconciled, and 
the fucceeding year Duke Charles was nominated Governor of all Sweden. 

John died in >592 : he was an ordinary cbara£ler, deftitute of great vices as well as 
of any fplendid virtues. The death of his brother Eric will be an immortal ftain on his 
memory; the welfare of the ftate mull in vain be pleaded in excufe for fratricide, the 
more fo from the ufege .in fimilar cafes of confounding the welfare of the individual 
with that of the ftate. His fecret cabals to promote the Roman faith, did injury to tlie 
worfliip he fought to eftablilh, and the afcendancy over him which he fuffered his firft: 
wife to affume, does no credit either to his firmnefs or his chara&er: the fway of woman 
is mild, but unlefs it infpire to glory and virtue. Kings jhould refill it in common with 
all men. 


SlOISMUND. 

Sigifmund, King of Poland, by the death of his father inherited the throne of Sweden: 
he delayed repairing to his new kingdom for fome time; Duke Charles his uncle, who 
afled in the interim as adminiftrator of the kingdom, applied himfelf feduloufly to root¬ 
ing up all traces of the Catholic religion, Sigifmund, on his arrival in Sweden, endea¬ 
voured to re-eftablilh it, but met with ftrong oppofition: he remained but a fhort time 
in this kingdom, his uncle Charles being named by the Senate adminiftrator in his ab- 
fence. The Duke, defirous of rendering himfelf popular, difinified all fuch from their 
employments as profelTed the Roman faith; among the reft Eric Brahe, Governor of 
the callle of Stockholm. In 1595, notwithllandin^ the King’s prohibition, the Duke 
convoked the States. At, their feffions it was again decreed that the creed of Augf- 
bourg Ihouldbe the only religion tolerated in the country; that the Romifti priefts ihouid 
quit the kingdom within fix weeks, that Catholics Ihould not be albwed to make open 
profeflion of their religion, and be deemed incapable of holding any appointment. More¬ 
over the Duke, in coi^unftion with the Senate, was appointed Governor of Sweden, 
In 1597, Sigifmund, jealous of a meafure which tended to deprive him of all authority, 
found means to difturb the harmony fubfifting between his uncle and the Senate, parties 

* Among the manufcripti Hit Majefty at Drottningholm, the otiginal approval of the States it to be 
fcen. 

3 Q 2 were 
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were formed in confequence, and that of the Senate prevailed. But the Duke aflembled - 
the partizans which adhered to his caufe, and caufed himfelf to be chofen Governor by 
them again; he wiflied to make the Senate agree with this eleftioni but it refufed. 
Upon this he took up arms and made himfelf mailer of a number of places. Sigifmund, 
unable to prevent hodiiitics by negotiation, determined in 1598 on tranfporting an 
al'ttty to Sweden. The two parties came to blows near Linkoeuping, and the King was 
worfted; notwithftanding this, Charles came to an accommodation with bis nephew, by the 
terms of which the King refumed pofieffion of his caftles, ftrong places, veffels, &c. and 
the Duke was declared entirely innocoit. The treaty was figned by the two Princes; 
after which the King retired to Poland, in lieu of repairing, as he had promifed, to 
Stockholm, where, his firft a£l was to enter a proteft againft the treaty he had entered 
into. 

Such a procedure irritated both the Duke and .the States, and engaged them to re* 
nouhee their oath of fidelity to the King. An aifembly for this purpofe was called at 
Linkoeuping in 1600, at which both Sigifmund and his elded fon Ladiflas were excluded 
from the throne; to the latter a year had been granted for his recanting the Komilh 
faith, and coming to affume the crown. A long time afterwards, even the fame pro- 
pofal was made him anew, yet ineffeftually. The fame affembly of the States veded 
Charles with abfolute power, and acknowledged his fon, then fix years of age, and his 
heirs male as his fucceflbrs. Thus Sigifmund continued to reign in Poland, preferring, 
notwithdanding he had children, an eleftive to an hereditary throne; this is certainly 
an eleftion for which it is difficult to affign a caufe, particularly as an able Prince might 
have conciliated both parties and preferred them friends. He died in 1632, after a 
long and dormy reign: he wanted that diferimination and policy required in the de¬ 
licate and aukward fituation he found himfelf, and was rather guided by his own than 
lhe will of his people, which he was deditute of that vigour necedkry to controul. 

Charles IX. 

Charles IX. enjoyed fovereign authority; but had not the title of King, than at which 
price his ambition was not be fatisfied; pretending a defire to be releafed from the bur¬ 
then of government, he was on the contrary raifed to the throne by the unanimous 
fuffrage of the States, affembled at Norkioeuping in 1604. The few years of his reign 
were employed in wars with the Poles, the Ruffians, and the Danes. His fon, Gufta- 
vus Adolphus, when yet but fixteen years of age, took Chridiandadt in Scania from 
the Danes. Such a beginning was taken as a prefage of what he afterwards effeded. 
Charles died in j6ii, aged 61 years. By the previous details, it will be evident that 
this Prince was ambitious and politic. He was frequently at war, and difplayed 
proofs of his ability in that department. It cannot, however, be difguifed, that he 
ufurped the throne; but hidory will pardon his ufurpatlon, fince to that was owing 
the fucceffion of Gudavus Adolphus, one of the brighted ornaments of the Swedim 
crown. 

Gustavus Adolphus. 

Gujiavm Adolphus mounted a throne yet infecurely edablilhed, and attacked by three 
powerful enemies. Although fcarcely feventeen years of age, the council appointed by 
his father confided with him the government of the date. This prince put himfelf im¬ 
mediately at the head of his troops to oppofe the Danes. DiftVrent places were reci¬ 
procally taken and lod, without any evident advantag6 on either fide. Peace was 
Ihortly afterwards concluded, and a truce was made with the Poles, In 1614 he found 

6 himfelf 
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himfelf obliged to renounce all his hopes of placing his brother Charles on the throne 
of the Czars. The truce with Poland was feveral times renewed; but in 1625, Sigif- 
mund, who always imagined his pretenfions juft to a crown which he had not been 
able to retain, determined pofitively on war. This war lafted till 1630, much to the 
difadvantage of Poland, which was affifted by the Emperor to fupport its continuance; 
while at the fame time he himfelf feized upon a part of the coafts of the Baltic. Guf- 
tavus could not wjthout uneafinefs behold the projed of the Houfo of Auftria to domi¬ 
neer in the North. However, in order to avoid proceeding to extremities on flight 
foundation, he fent to propofe a reafonable acconjmodation to the imperial plenipoten¬ 
tiaries then at Lubeck; but his ambaflkdors were not even admitted. Guftavus having 
demanded attention in vain, conceived it belonged to him for the honor of Sweden and 
his own,, to make preparation for war. This was then refolved upon, and declared in 
1630. This was that famous war, known by the denomination of the thirty years’ war,, 
which lafted uninterruptedly to 1648, and in which the Swedes began to crown them- 
felves with glory under the command of their King; and the luftre of which was fur¬ 
ther. encreafed by the different generals he had formed: they became the terror of 
Germany, and were looked upon as the beft, troops in Europe at a time when all the 
powers of the continent were involved in war. The campaigns of 1631 and 1632 arc 
mafter-pieces of military taftics. The rapidity of the conquefts of the Swalilh monarch 
is aftonifhing, as well as the multiplied advantages he obtained over the beft generals 
of that day. The caufe of this was his being not only the beft general in Europe, 
(proved by the fghool he formed,) but at the fame time the braveft foldier in his army. 
At length, on the i6th November 1632, this great man encountered death at the battle 
of Lutzen in Saxony, in the 38th year of his age. The Swedes, it is true, were vi£to- 
rious here, but in lofing their King they loft more than a battle j in cafe of his death,.. 
he had nominated Banner to fuccced him in command. 

PuflendorfF afferts he was killed by Duke Albert of Saxe Lauenbourg, which is the 
truth, but does not aferibe the real motive of this villainy ; it was as follows: ten years 
or more before the battle of Lutzen, the Duke of Saxe Lauenbourg, being at a ball 
given by the Queen-dowager, at which the King and feveral fenators were prefent, 
claimed precedence of a fenator, which was oppofed by His Majefty; the Prince, obliged 
to fubmit, fhortly after put his cane between the fenator’s legs and nearly threw hint 
down; this being perceived by the King, in the firft heat of his refentment he gave the 
Duke a box of the ear. The affair’was unnoticed at the inftant, but the Duke never 
forgave the blow ; and at Lutzen, in the middle of the aftion, he fhot Guftavus, who 
fired at him again as he fell, but miffed his aim; the Duke thereupon fired a I’econd 
time, after which the King was trampled under the horfes* feet. The King had a hei- 
duke, who accompanied him wherever he went; but this man being wounded in paffing 
through a coppice, the Duke availed himfelf of his abfence to fire at the King, after 
which he returned to fee if the heiduke was dead; this lie feigned to be, and afterwards 
related the fa£l to .a clergyman, who took his depofition in a bible; this biblc was af¬ 
terwards found, but no one knows aught of it at prefent. After the death of the King, 
general Banner took command of the army, in fpite of the oppofiiion of the different 
Pi'inccs ferving in it. An oath was tendered to the troops, and luch officers as objefled 
to it were replaced by others. 

Duke Albert of Saxe lauenbourg, on the very day of the battle, went over to the 
Emperor, and was killed by the Swedes at the ficge of Schweinitz in Silefia. 

Guftavus, by his perfonal qualities and brilliant aflions, acquired thq title of the 
Great, a title which upon ever)- account he eminently deferved. The leifure afforded him 
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by peace or truces was employed in framing wife laws, in encouraging the arts, com¬ 
merce, and agnculture; and, in one word, in proving that he was as great in peace as 
in war. A worthy defcendant of Guftavus Vafa, he had not in an equal degree that 
fupplenefs and ikilful policy which diftinguiihed his grandfather, but of which again he 
had no need, fmce he had only to maintain himfelf on the throne in which his predecef- 
for required to be eftabliihed. 

Without daring to decide which of thefe two monarchs has the greateft claim to our 
admiration, we fhall juft remark, that their name is a favourable omen for Sweden: he- 
who at prefent fills their feat has already realized the major part of the hopes which 
that illuftrious name encourages, as well as the great obligations it itnpofes. Gujta- 
vus IV. loill not degenerate from his ancejiors ; this we dare to predift, and after having 
had acquaintance of the mafter and the fcholar, the augur has little right to be vain of 
his prophecy *. 

Christina. 

Chrijlina^ the only daughter of Guflavns Adolphus, fuccceded her father when only 
fix years,of age, under the guardianlhip of a council of regency. During her reign, the 
war in- Germany was carried on with renewed vigour. The Swedilh generals formed 
in the fchool of the great Guftavus, arrayed themfelves with glory, as well as the annies 
they commanded, 'fhe principal chiefs who headed thefe troops w'ere, the Duke of 
Saxe Weimar, who died in 163.9; Guftavus Horn; the famous Banner, who died in 
1641; Kniphau/en,)a\hd^ in Weftphaliain 1636; Alexander Lejlie ; James dc la Gar- 
die-, Konirigfmark; Wrangel; the celebrated 7 or/?on/on, named Generaliflimo at the 
death of Banner; and Charles Guftavus, Count Palatine, who fucceeded Chriftina. 
In 1637 Sweden made an alliance with France, which lafted to the peace of Munfter in 
1658. This peace was as glorious for Sweden as had been the war. i'he great Tirrenne 
on many occafions fought with the Swedifh army not unworthy of fuch an illuftrious 
ally. In order to give an idea of this war, we (hall trace the great battles which took 
place between the Swedes and-thelmperialifts, without faying any thing of the towns 
carried, or innumerable confli£ts more or lefs decifive, and many of which equivalent 
to battles. Leipjic in 1631; Lutzen in 163a ; Nordiingue, 1634 (the only one loft); 
Perlberg in 1630 (general Banner) ; Rheinfeld, 1638 (Duke Bernard); Lttizen, 1642 
(Torftenfon); Jancovitz, 1642 (Torftenfon)'. But what renders thefe campaigns ad¬ 
mirable as l^ons for military men, is the feries of operations, is their various combina¬ 
tions ; for a battle is fcarcely ever any thing more than the affair of a day, whereas to 
manage a campaign requires more talents than the gaining a number of battles. During 
the continuance of this war, theVe were feveral engagements between the Danes and the 
Swedes, which we ihail not particularize. 

In 1650 the Queen, in the affembly of the States, nominated Charles Guftavus,Duke 
of Deux Fonts, her coufin-german, as her fucceffor. The formal projedl of the Queen 
was to abdicate the throne, and Charles Guftavus, while openly he appeared to blame 
her intention, had the.addrefs fecretly to eftablilh her in her refolution. Notwithftand- 
jng ihe highly efteemed this Prince, flie conftahtly refufed to mariw him. At length, 
on the a I ft May 1654, in fpite of riie reiterated reprefentations of every order in the 
Ijate, Chriftina pronounced her intention of refigning the crown on the i6th June fol- 

.* We (hall leave this article juft aeit wa» compofed in 1791 , before an execrable treafon deprived Eurapa 
of a great man, fovereignt of a model, and Sweden of a fupport, the lofa of which Ihe willieel moft fitnli- 
bly, and fooner perhaps than is imagined. 

lowing; 
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lowing; a ceremony which took place with the greateft folemnity, the Queen fir ft re- 
ferving to herffelf feme very confiderable poffeffions, and a right of fovereignty over her 
fervants and dependants: flie was at that time twenty-feven years of age. Whatever 
motive may be aferibed to the abdication of Chriftina, it certainly required great ftrength 
of mind and refolution to meditate for fo great a length of time, and put in execution^ 
a projefit of fimilar nature. It appears a very difficult thing freely to renounce a crown^ 
particularly in on^ who was born to the throne, and had knowq no other condition of 
life. Chriftina h^ reigned glorioufly; flie had protefbed the arts, induftry, and com. 
merce, and eftahliihed poft-houfes, (in 1636:) her fenfe and acquirements would have 
made her confpicuous, even had ihe not united with them the fplendor of royalty; her 
youth held out aflurance of a long continuance of life; but the love of liberty, of in¬ 
dependence, got the better, in her, of every other confideration: in the throne U^e faw 
nothing but fplendid flavery, the bonds of which her whole thoughts were employed 
in breaking afunder j for the inclination of this Princefs for the arts can only be re¬ 
garded as a fecondary motive for her condufl;; this with that of numbers is our opi¬ 
nion. 

Chriftina, notwithftanding, deferves to be ranked in the number of great fovereigns; 
flie was an extraordinary woman, and implacable in her vengeance. (This is proved 
by the death of the Marquis of Monaldefchi; an aftion in the life of Chriftina which 
we are very far from approving, particularly from her having chofen to exhibit at a fo¬ 
reign court, a fpeflacle till then unfeen; but flie thought flie had a right to punifli one 
of her fervants, who afluredly was guilty, a right which, as we have before noticed, flie 
had referved to herfelf in full plenitude.) She held public opinion far too much in con¬ 
tempt } yet muft it be allowed fhe- pofleffed great qualities. It is affirmed that flie re¬ 
pented having abdicated, which is credible; and this opinion receives fome fupport 
from the circumftance of her having travelled to Stockholm upon the death of Charles 
Guftavus; this journey, however, was all for nought, the minds of the people being no 
longer favourably difpofed toward her ;• for Chriftina, upon her firft leaving Sweden, 
retired to Rome, and on paffing through Infpruck had abjured Luthcranifm, and em¬ 
braced the Roman catholic religion; me returned again therefore to Rome, and died 
therein 1689, in the 63d year of her age. We fliall here remark, that this Princefs, 
on leaving Stockholm, took with her her furniture, pidures, books, medals, jewels,, 
plate; in one word, all flie could carry, .and left her palace in fuch a perfeft (late of 
deftitution, that her fuccefibr was obliged to hire chrpets and borrow plate for the ce¬ 
remony of his coronation; the Queen deeming no doubt that in leaving him the crown, 
Ihe left him quite enough. 

Charles X. 

Charles Gujlavus was the fon of the Count Palatine, Prince of Deux Ponts, and Ca¬ 
therine, the lifter of Guftavus Adolphus, who were married in 1614. The King at the 
time declaring, that if he Ihould die wimout children, he wiflied that the eldeft Prince 
born from this alliance fliould afeend the throne; in the perfon of Charles X. the will 
of Charles was literally complied with. This Prince, throughout the whole of a very 
fliort reign, was entirely intent on war j he defeated the Poles and Danes in many en¬ 
gagements. Charles tranfported his army over the two Belts on the ice, and forced the 
King of Dvmmark to conclude the peace of Rofehild, by which he acquired a great ex¬ 
tent of country. Thd paflage of the Great Belt, four Danifli miles (fifteen to a degree) 
wide, took place on the 7 th February 1658. This was an enterpnze which,ought to 
ferve as an epoch in the wonders of the world: the council of war being of ah entirely 

a oppofite 
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oppofite advice, the King yet refolved Dn the paffage, adhering to the opinion of Count 
Dahlberg *, a foldier ot fortune, then major of artillery, who pledged himfelf for its 
fuccefs. A fquadroU of guards and the King’s carriage were loft; the reft ail arrived^ 
orders were iffued for every one to take care of him^lf, and fuccour none on pain of 
death. Shortly after the peace, Charles, fufpeffing the Danes might attack him when 
he'fhould bd otherwifc employed, and wilhing to put it out of their power to injure 
him, himfelf firft broke the treaty; fo that he had on his hands at once Denmark, Po¬ 
land, the Empire, and Holland, and bravely oppofed all his enemies. A premature 
death carried him off at Gottenburg in 1660, in the thirty-fixth year of his age, and 
•fixth of his reign. This Prince was intrepid, indefatigable, and endowed with great ta¬ 
lents for war, which he was continually waging. To him the pacific virtues, which 
alone complete the happinefs of a nation, were unknown; yet throughout his reign, 
Sweden continued to be refpedted abroad, on account of her maintaining the reputation 
fo long acquired. It is on this account alone that Charles deferves-to be reckoned 
among the fovereigns who have graced the throne of Guftavus Vafa. His fon, five years 
of age, fucceeded him. 

Charles XI. 

Charles XL refembled neither his father nor his fon; neverthelefs he was at W'ar for 
feveral yeare, and gained in perfon two battles from the Danes, under command of 
their King, Chriftian V. (that of Lund in and that of Landfcron in ihry.) 

Peace being concluded in 1679, Charles cemented it by marriage with the After of the 
King of Denmark. He immediately limited the power of the fenate j and managed, 
in 1682, in fpite of the oppofition of the nobility, to be-invefted with abfolute power, 
whiclAe preferved to the day of his death. He took advantage of his authority to 
recruit the finances of the ftate and the police of the kingdom j he knew how to make 
himfelf refpefted as well by his fubjefls as foreign powers: the ftourilhing ftate in 
which he left the army, commerce, and finances, is folely attributable to the ufe 
he made of his ability for governing, and his a£ting without Controul and by him* 
felf. He handed down ui^fimited power to his fon, which that Prince frequently 
abufed. 

Charles XT. died in 1697, forty-two years of age; he had prepared the peace of Ryf- 
wick, which was not concluded until after his death. Charles XI. reigned feven-and- 
thirty years, and reigned a defpot f. 

Although 

* General Count Dahlberg;, who was prefcnt at this paffage, an attempt which Hands unequalled in the 
annals of war, ferved under Charles XI., and accompanied him in all his battles, and particularly at Luml, 
on the I4ih December 1676; he was afterwards made governor of Riga, and uas with Charles XII. at 
the famous paifage of the Dwina, then nearly ninety years of age ; he confequently was prefcnt at the 
mod memorable aflions of three feveral reigns. > He it is r^ro publiihed Suuia antiqua, a collection of plans 
and views in Sweden. He left no fon: by the female fide, Count Oxenjliern, formerly prime minifter, de- 
feends from him. Since an opportunity offers to fpeak of this fenator, though we may rifle offending his 
modeily, we yet cannot fuffer it to.efcape without obftrving^ of him what we fliall be joined in by ail who 
know him. To a name rendered fo famous by the grand chancellor tinder Chriflina, he unites the mod 
frank and noble manners, elegance of language, an abundance of fenfe, mildnefs, amiability, and information 
wid of pedantry, which in our efteem encreafes its value. 

f Many people deteft the name of defpot, confideriitg that word fynonimous wl;h tyrant} what, however, 
conttltutesdefpotifm, is the power of making laws, of cancelling fuch aa exifl,*of impofing taxes at will, 
and of Icffening the freedom of the people, ilence a number of perfpns in' France, where clear ideas tm 
government are extremely rare indeed, iioiwitbftandTng it is a fubjeA which has employed them ineffe£tually 
^ thefe four years pail, confound the power with the will. ' Kullia undoubtedly Ua defpotic ftate: ft ill 

more 



FORTIa’s TRAVaX-6 IN SWEDEN. 489 

Although the means he made ufe in aiTuming abCoIute power, may be confidered 
by fome as worthy of blame, it will yet be difficult indeed to pafs cenfure on the ufe he 
made of his authority. He left to his fucceffor a flouriffiing kingdom, a rich treafury, 
and an army; perhaps it had been more fortunate for humanity, if Charles XII. had- 
found his kingdom in the fame Aate he himfelf left it: yet again who can infure that 
this ungovernable charafter would have been refttained by want of power ? Ought 
we not rather to conceive, that the condition of his fubjeds would have been much 
more worthy of regret, if an exhauftion of men and money had manifefted itfeUF at the 
beginning of his rdgn ? Tlus Prince, attacked by three povters, nrither regarded the 
Hate of ms army, nor the means of hfe country; he onlv looked to the infult and re¬ 
venge i the perfonal coun^e with which he was infpired appearing to him to counter¬ 
balance every other conuderation. Sweden has reafon to bewail the death of 
Charles XI., fince his fucceflbr in a few years bit all the fruits of a long and glorious 
reign: yet can it not be concealed that Charles XII. never was the offender, and pof- 
libly, haid he not been forced to arm for defence, (and havmg aflumed arms, he certainly 
bore them too long,) he might have been ignorant lus whole life long of his tidents for 
war, of his fatal propenfity. 

Charx.es XII. 

Charles XII. fucceeded his father, and was declared of age at the clofe of 1697, al¬ 
though at that time no more than fifteen years and a half old. This Prince, fo ft^ous 
ftom his exploits, was attacked in 1700 by the united forces of Denmark, Ruffia, and 
Poland, the fovereigns of which countries thought to take advantage of the youth of 
the new King, little imagining with whom they were about to deal. Charles obliged 
Denmark to fue for peace in fix weeks' time; and in the fame year defeated the Ruf¬ 
fians at the famous battle of Narva, the reladons of which differ with refpeft to the force 
of the contending armies; but generally agree in allowing that the Ruffians were beaten 
by an a-my vaftly inferior in number. Mr. Leveque hazards an affertion in his hiftory 
of Ruffia, on the fobjed of this a£Hon, as incredible as it is abfurd; he pretends, that 
in fpite of the capitulation of a part of the Ruffian army, the Swedifh generals detained 
and ill-treated even thofe who had furrendered, and that in the prefence and in viola¬ 
tion of the orders of the King. This affertion is evidently falfe: in the firff; place, the 
Swedifli generals never would have dared to infringe upon the orders of their King, and 
that in his prefence, of a King fo arbitrary in his will, and whofe engagements were ever 
facredly obferved: moreover, it is not the character of Swedilh foldiers to maltreat 
their foes after capitulation. Mr. Leveque compofed his book in Ruffia; there it was 
that he imbibed that antipathy towards the Swedes which appears throughout his work: 


more fo even than Turkey} which might eafily be proved were we to enter into difeuflion on the flibjcft j 
yet will no one attempt to compare Clahcrine with Nero or Caligula Denmark alfo is a defpotic govern¬ 
ment, perhaps as much fo as Ruffia; yet no one elleems the Danes a nation to be pitied, although, accord¬ 
ing to the philofuphers of the prefent day, all fubjeda of defpotifm are objedls of pity. VVe will readily 
grant that fuch a cafe nu^ occur, but deny that it is a pofitive confequence. The mou tremendous defpo¬ 
tifm is that which is exerdfed by a number, examples Uluftrative of which may eafily be found in Europe. 
The more defpots there are, the heavier the yoke they impofe: a fenfihie and well-informed man, void of 
ambition, and friendly to peace, to order, and juftice, will ever prefer the fmalieft number of defpots; bc- 
caufc he will be fatisfied that, having to obey hn talk will be but the morelabonous, from being fubmitted 
to the caprices of a mob iflwayB ignorant, frequently unJuft, and fometimes brutal. Were we to point out 
« perfedt government, we Ihould exemplify the empire of law; but then again to how many chien Ihould 
we confide the truft oficeingto their csteucion ? 
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how vain fuch poor attempts to prejudice that brave nation! No, Mr. Leveque, fay 
■what you will, the Swedes wil! never be regarded as a rude and barbarous people; the 
' ihverfe indeed would have been much more credible. The tamous patl'age of the 
Dwinain 1701, in face of the Saxon army, is one of the moft brilliant aftic.ns of mo¬ 
dern warfare. We fliall not follow Charles in his vidtories. Every one is acquainted 
with the vengeance he took on Auguftus, the King of Poland, by dethroning him. His 
intention was to treat the Czar Peter in the fame manner; but at length, after nine 
years fuccefs, fortune forfook his banners at Pultawa, This battle, fought on the 27th 
June, (O. S.) 1709, deftroyed the efl'ect of his previous vidiories. The provinces upon 
which he had feized were retaken, his army annihilated, and the Czar thus faw himfelf 
frded from a dangerous enemy, and at liberty to dedicate his attention to the civilization 
of his people. Cliarles taking refuge with the Turks, remained five years among them; 
vainly endeavouring, by every contrivance, to engage them to aflift him with troops. 
His enemy Peter, finding himfelf in 1711 furroundod at thePruth with his army by the 
Turks, Charles was in hopes that he Ihotild be allowed to profit of his aukward fitua- 
tion and attack him ; but tlie Czar had the prudence to capitulate, and thus fruflrated 
all his plans. In the mean time the Turks, weary of luch a guell, yet unable to rid 
themfelvcs of him, refolved upon attacking him by force: then it was that Charles fu(- 
tained in his houfe an unexampled fiege, and difplayed fo much intre]ndity, that, while 
we can but condemn him for defending himfelf againft all right and reafon, we yet 
cannot withhold our admiration. 

At length Charles departed in 1714 for his dominions, that is to fay, to continue the 
war. Baron Geertz, 3 fpccies of adventurer, but an able politician, having infinuated 
himfelf into the good graces of the Prince, was trufted with the management of his af¬ 
fairs. He contrived to bring to conclufion a treaty of alliance between his mafter and 
the Czar, tending to re-eftablifli Statilflaus in the throne of Poland, (for this unfortunate 
Prince, after the defeat of his protedor, had fallen with his fortunes,) and to place the 
Pretender on the throne of England : thefe vafl; projefts w'ere overturned on the 30th 
November 1718, by the death of Charles at the fiege of Fredericfliall in Norway : he 
meditated the conqueft of that kingdom, and every thing leads one to think that he 
would have fucceeded, for never had he commanded a finer army. He is blamed by 
M. de Voltaire for preferring rocks and deferts to the fine provinces of Germany, 
which he left to thcmfelves; we differ from M. de Voltaire: Norway has other recoin- 
mendations than rocks; its pofition renders it fufceptlble of an immenfe trade; and as 
it leans uninterruptedly on Sweden, it appears to us far more defirable to that kingdom 
than provinces in Germany, which, however rich, are more diftaat, feparated bv the fca 
and difficult to defend. 

It has been faid that all the qualities of Charles bordered on extravagance, and that 
he wa.s rather extraordinary than great; this is true : more a foldier than a general; 
this may be true alfo : ncverthelel's, he. pofTeffed a fund of military knowledge, which he 
proved on various occafions; but his intrepidity, carried to excefs, leads one to forget 
the general, to regard the foldier alone. Charles pofTefled feme tfiitnable quali.ies ; *he 
was pious, a foe to adulation and luxury, and exempt from foibles; he rewarded merit 
particularly valour, which he looked upon as a principal virtue: he may perhaps not 
unworthily be ftyled a great man, but he was a King, and he was not a great King: he 
neglefted thofe duties to which a fovereign ought to attend ; agriculture, commerce 
the arts, the welfare of his people, thefe were wholly foreign to'^him, and every thin;* 
but arms: he left his flatcs expofed to his neighbours, dellitute of men and money*; 
whence we may conclude, that this Prince may in fomc points be admired, but that it 
’ would 
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would be dangerous for Sweden ftiouid he be imitated by his fuccefTors: had he con- 
fented to the peace propoftd by the Czar in the midft-of his vi£tories, he might have 
dictated what terms he would, and have ranked on a level with the greatcfl fovereigns; 
but thirfting for vengeance he fancied fortune harnefl'ed to his chariot wheels. This 
confidence was one of his greateft faults ; another his advancing too far into a country 
in which, fliould he gain a battle, his condition would not be ameliorated, but in cafe 
of defeat (which.happened to him.) he would be deflitutc of all refources. It appears 
certain that the principal caufe of his lofing the battle was the incapacity of Mezeppa to 
fulfill his engagements, to which likewife the wound which Charles received might 
not a little have contributed. Had the King appeared on horfeback at the head of his 
army there is no faying what influence his prel'ence and example might poflibly have, 
had on the event. Shortly after his death Baron Ga;rtz, accufed of tyranny and ex¬ 
tortion on the people, was beheaded at Stockholm. We look upon him lefs as i-eally 
guilty, as he did but obey his inafler's order, than as a viclim to the misfortunes of the 
times ; a victim poflibly rcquifile in the difailrous pofiiior. oi the kingdom. As we 
proceed we fliall fpeak at large of the death of this King. 

1’rederic T. 

Charles XTI. never having been married, the itates and fenate conceived no occafion 
more favourable could offer for annihilating arbitrary power. Upoji fuch conditions 
the crown w«as oflered to Ulrica Eleanora, the fifter of Charles XII. She accepted them, 
and the conftitution was placed upon the ancient footing. The Queen was proclaimed 
Kingy according to cuftom for Queens ruling themfelves, and was crowmed in lyxgj 
but the year following (he engaged the flates to approve of her yielding the crown to 
her hulband, the Prince of Heffe Caffel, w’ho was crowned in May 1720. Ruflia refumed 
hoftiiities againft Sweden, the death of Charles annulling all treaties between him and 
the Czar. At length the peace of Nyftadt, in 1721, reftored tranquillity to Sweden at 
the price of feveral pro\'inces on the coafls of the gulf of Finland. During the twenty 
years this peace continued Frederic employed himfelf on internal affairs, commerce, in- 
duffry, and finance. In 1731 he eflablifhed the Eaft India Company; in 1734 entered 
into a treaty of commerce with Turkey. At length, in 1741, Sweden, having caufe to 
complain of her condud, declared war againft Ruflia; but the ftates failed in taking 
the neceffary prcc.iutions in fimilar circumftances. The Swedifh army under Wrangel 
was defeated near Wilmanftrand by troops fuperior in number; and this was the only 
adion during the war in which the Swedes concluded themfelves with their ufual valour; 
after this they kept continually retreating, fcarcely ever obtaining any but flight and unfre- 
quent advantages, a matter to be attributed to the mifundcrllanding among the generals, 
and the almolt utter impofllbility of war being carried on with fuccefs by divided coun¬ 
cils at the helm. Generals Jiuddenbrak and Levenhaupty who commanded in the two 
lait campaigns, were arrelled, and, as it frequently happens, they were made the fcape- 
goais for the bad fuccels of the war, and beheaded in 1743, regarded, by all impartial 
men, rather as unfortunate than guilty vidims. 

To complete the misfortunes of Sweden, fhe had to contend with enemies in her 
boloin } the Dalecarlians revolting were fubietled by force alone : at length the king¬ 
dom exhaufted by fuch a difaftrous war felt itfelf obliged to fue for peace with Ruflia. 
The peace of Abo, in 1743, guaranteed the poffeflion, on the part of Ruflia, of the 
provinces before, ceded, and fixed the limits of the two ftates as they are at the prefent 
lime. 
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The Queen Ulrica Eleanora died at the clofe of 1471 regretted by all her people^ 
whofe afFeSions (he had juftly earned. The King had no children. In 1742, after 
long debates, the Duke of Holftein-Gottorp was named as lucceffor to the throne of 
Sweden by the three orders of the ftate (the clergy protefting in vain againft the elec¬ 
tion) ; but this Prince, unfortunately for him, had been declared fucceflbr to the 
throne of Ruflia, and could not accept of the offer of the Swedes. In the following 
year the Duke of Holftein, Bifliop of Lubeck, father of His prefent Majefty, (Gufta- 
vus III. 179O was made Prince-royal of Sweden, and married the fucceeding year to 
Ulrica of Pruflia, fifter of the great Frederic. In r 745 the King made a treaty of de- 
fenfive alliance with Ruffia, but which lafted no longer than 1747, when he made a 
new alliance with Pruflia, and afterwards with Denmark, upon the occafion of a tripar¬ 
tite league between Ruflia, England and Holland; but the good underftanding fub- 
filling between the two countries was not interrupted. In 1750 a canal of communi¬ 
cation between Stockholm and Gottenburgh, joining various lakes and rivers, was be¬ 
gun, and but for the cataraS: of Trolhoetta would have been completed. This Prince 
renewed, in 1748, the order of the Seraphim, inftituted in 1334 by Magnus Ladulos * 
that of the Sword, inftituted by Guftavus I. in 1523, and created the order of the Polar 
Star. 

In 1751 Frederic was taken from the Swedes, who bewailed him as a fether. This 
Prince had no other ambition than to render his people' happy; no wilh but to pro- 
mote the arts, agriculture, and trade ; his were the virtues ot peace, lefs brilliant than 
warlike deeds, yet far more folid, defirable, and neceffary to the happinefs of man. If 
with that portion of authority left him by the renewed conIKtution, he merited praife 
like this, what might he not have earned if vefted with abfolute power? For we are 
wide of imagining that abfolute fway has any influence on the charafter of kings; it 
merely affords the means of difplaying themfelves with greater energy, and renders 
them, from its poffeflion, either more amiable, or more worthy of dread; thus though 
Tiberius were a monfter, Titus was a god. * 6 

ADOLPHUS FREDERIC. 

This Prince afeended the throne in 1751, after an oath was adminiftered to him 
to maintain the conftitution of government as eftabliflied in 1720. The new ftile of 
the calendar was adopted in the beginning of his reign, an academy of belles lettres in- 
ftituted under the patronage of the Queen, and a pyramid in honour of the labour of 
Mr. Maupertuis and the learned academicians who accompanied him in 1736 erefted 
at Tomeo. The royal authority already fo much diminilhed was expofed to new at¬ 
tacks ; and in confequence, in the year 1756, a revolution was attempted in favour of 
the King, the chief viftims of which were the Count Brahe and Baron Horn. Sweden 
as guarantee of the treaty of Weftphalia, conceived herfelf obliged to enter mto the 
league againft the King of Pruflia. This war did not redound to her honour, and was 
terminated in 176a without advantage or lofe, except of men and money, fervingto de- 
mouftrate that armies, wherein there are more than one party, more than one° mind 
are ever incapable of any thing great. In 1762 the two teons, known by the name 
of bau and bonnets, began to declare themfelves openly: foreign powers either 
one or the other party, and each triumphed in its turn. The fovereign alone always 
fubjeft to humiliadon and infult, felt himfelfconftramed to fimulate a fixed dttwrmina- 
tion to abdicate the throne, in order to obtain the convocation df a diet which might 
nfford fome alleviation to the long fufferings of the people. This refolulion was the 

® more 
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more cmbarraffing from the fenate alone, that is to fay, without the concurrence of 
the King, being difablcd by the laws of the realm from putting any orders into execu¬ 
tion. This convocation of the ftates however efFcded none of the changes requifite. 
Adolphus Frederic died in 1771, regretted for his goodnefs and humanity, and pitied 
by thofe witueiTcs to a reign which the injuftice and vexations of a corrupt fe¬ 
nate rendered the epoch of mifery to the people and difeomfort to the King. He left 
his fon the name of King of Sweden, with which alone that young Prince did not long 
remain content. 

The reigns of thefe two fovereigns, from 1720, afford a new proof of what we have 
before advanced, that Kings without authority are of little value. In the wars of 1741 
and 1756 who in the Swedes would look for the companions of Charles XII. and Guf- 
tavus Adolphus ? But for hiftory one would take them for novices in war: nothing is 
feen among them but generals dilagreeing among themfelves, a divided fenate dilating 
arbitrary orders to diftant armies, of whole force and pofition they were perfe£tly igno¬ 
rant. . To what a deplorable government has not Sweden been fubjeft for thefe fifty 
years! To what humiliations has the chief of a nation, pretendedly free, been fubjc£t! 
a nation which, while mocked with the title of free, groaned beneath the tyranny of a 
number of families, and what is even worfe, beneath a foreign yoke. It cannot be too 
ftrongly enforced that to degrade the King is degrading the nation which permits it} if 
it be his own people who vilify him, at the peril of his life, a king worthy of the name 
ought to refurae the authdrity which is indubitably devolved on him, or if means for 
the attempt be wanting, (that is to fay courage, for that alone is requifite to begin with,) 
he Ihould abdicate the throne and Uvea private man, tranquil, and, if a virtuous man, 
refpe£ted ; fo would he fill his proper fiation. 

In the number of kings whofe hiftory we have iketched, we have noticed feverat 
whofe memo^ will with juftice be renowned, becaufe they reigned fubftantially. 
A powerlefs king may be humane, affable, virtuous, a good fiither of a family, a good 
friend, but cannot be a great King. Adolphus Frederic pofleffed every eftimable qua¬ 
lity ; this is a tribute paid to him by all who knew that Soverdgn: was it ever faid or 
written of him that he was a great King ? Staniflaus, the prefent King of Poland, what 
is hischarafter after a thirty yeara reign ? that of being an amiable, well informed man, 
whofe converfation is enchanting ; but this is all. Royal dignity b eafily forgot when 
but the name remains i and in fpeaking of one fo fituated,. the judgment giveii b funi- 
lar to what would be given on a private man. 


Chap. XV.— III. the reigning Monarch.—Duke Charks the Regenu 

WE fiiail dilate more in deferibing the reign of Guftavus III.: to thb we are in¬ 
duced feveral motives : the revolution effe&ed by him, fuifident in itfelf to render 
hb name Ukiftrious; theeftablifhments which 4ie has formed; all that he has done 
towatds the wellare of hb people; the ftate in which he has left arts and fdences; the 
advant^e we poflejs of having pt^onally known him, and of haring had means of 
predating part of<hb rate quaUties; hb death even, a death upon wtuch he might have cal- 
culatedfiince Henry IV. fell alfo by an affaffin i hb death, the gretdeft misfortiraethat 
could have befolkn Sweden; all tend to induce us to trace the principal events of the 
rdgn of this great'Prihce. llib b a tribute defervedly his due, and which with the ut- 
moft cordiality we oflfer to hb memory. 


We 



FORTIa’s travels in SWEDEN. 


494 

We have obfcrvccl that Adolphus Frederic left but the title of a King to his fi)n. 
The ftate was torn by two nppofite parties ; the fenate by its arbitrary exaftions was 
oppreffively grievous ; the fovereign alone enjoyed no prerogative, but was fubjedt to 
the molt humiliating vexations ; in fliort, things had arrived to Inch a pitch that the 
crown could but be conlidcrcd as a burthen to a Prince who knew hiinfelf capable of 
fupporting alone the whole of its weight. 

Let us not be furprized then that GuftavuslII. endowed wiih^ flrong mind, wirh 
great energy ofeharadtor, fhould feel himfelt indilpofed to tolerate fuch a lhatnolul yoke. 
'J'hc revolution of 1772 is known to all the world, even in its mofl nice minutitc; tliis we 
fhail not attempt to deferibe, yet fhall we communicate to our renders an ant'cdote Init 
* very little known, for the truth of which we can vouch. The King of Sweden liad confided 
his projodt to none but Louis XV. ; nevcrthelcfs the fecrct tranfpired, was known in 
England, and mentioned to the Englifli minifter at Stockholm. Judge of the allonini- 
ment of Guftavus; this unfcafonable.difcovery engaged him to execute his plan fomc 
days before the time he at firfl; intended, which did him not however any injury. 'J'his 
is the manner in which the fecret tranfpired., Madame du Barry had noticed the King 
reading a difpatch with much attention; whether out of fimple curiofity, whether at 
the initigaiiou of the EngKfli ambafl'ador, fhe picked His Majelly’.s pocket of the letter 
upon his falling alleep, and imparted its contents to the Ambaflador, (d’fiis i.s a ft 
ir.omcJit to obferve that, notwithltanding it be made to amount to a much largerfum,ihe 
real aflifiance offered by B’rance to fheKiug of Sw'eden at this critical juncture w as 1:0 more 
than 500,000 livres.) it got wind among many people at Stockholm, who even knew the 
day fixed for the purpofe : but when they faw Guffavus the evening before prefent at a 
new piece at the opera till eleven o’clock, and appear perfectly gay and unconcerned, 
they could not imagine it would take place on the I’ucceeding day. We fhall juil remark 
here that when this Prince projeded any important afl'air he always afleded to give bails 
and entertainments, into the fpirit of which he appeared to enter with fo much glee that 
no one could think it poflible his mind could be intent on aught but mirth and ploalurc. 

This revolution, brought about by a Prince but fix-and-twenty years old, totally 
changed the conftitution of Sweden, and was effeded without the lofs of a fingle drop 
of blood. As Frenchmen we may be allowed, in comparing it with our own, to heave 
a bitter figh. It proves that the excefles which will live an immortal (lain in our hiitory 
might have been avoided ; however philofophers and the reafoners of the day allure 
that revolutions cannot happen without violent convulfions and numerous vidims ; if 
you objed the revolution in Sweden, they anfwer, 0 />, that was quite a different 
thing : and indeed it was, and therefore do we figh ; but why was it different ? In 
both the one and the other country the conftitutidn of the.government was changed, 
the exiding laws were annulled for the fubftitution of others; one power was an¬ 
nihilated for the creation of a different one: thefc are juft and very ftriking refem- 
blanccs'; in what then docs the difference confift? In this : in Sweden, he who effeded 
a revolution had no one to confult; he had the genius to caufe it to be adopted by all 
his fubjeds, and excited the admiration of Europe: in France, thofe who caufed the 
revolution poffeffcd beforehand the good wiflies of the people, yet found the fecret of 
diffatisfying and difgtifting a great part of the kingdom, and ail Europe; they have 
been unable to fix their edifice upon a folid bafe, whilft in Sweden the fame ftrudure 
required but a few days for its perfed completion. We cannot tell if thefe differences 
will be found available in juftifying the-misfortunes and atrocities of the revolution. 

Guflavu.s III. unites to thofe qualities which conftitute a great King, thofe the mofl 
amiable in individuals; he has an inexhauftible fund of anecdotes of all deferiptions. 

a Rarely 
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Rarely is a clrcuniftance related in his prefence witliout its bringinf^ fomewhat corref- 
pondent to his memory. Every age is prefent in his mind, and whatever be the nation 
he is equally well acquainted with its hiftory. Frequently has he amufed himfelf by 
etnbarrafling ftrangers who have pafled for intelligent, and who have even de- 
ferved thtir charatfer on points relating to their own country : in one word, as a 
focial companion none can be more agreeable. When we look upon him as a mo¬ 
narch he exacts the.jull tribute of praife and admiration. This Prince polfen'es thofe 
qualities which ipur a man to groat deeds from a due calculation on their fuccefs ; that 
natural eloquence, that talent of exprelling with fluency thofe fentiments with which he 
would infpire others; that gift of fpeech, the effedl of which in a fovereign’s mouth is 
furc, Gultavus received from nature; nor ever has he employed it to the multitude 
without fuccefs *. He is poflefled of great perfonal courage; evinced in his cam¬ 
paigns in Finland : indeed, if at all deferving of reproach, it is for expofing himfelf too 
much. His conduft towards the officers, condemned in lyqo by the council of war, 
is the higheft proof of clemency that ever was exhibited by a Sovereign : out of a great 
number of delinquents fentenced to death five of the moll guilty, it was expefted, could 
not el'cape the fword of the law ; one alone paid with his head the treafon of the whole, 
nor would he even have fuifered had he not delayed too long to implore for mercy. 
The nioft frivolous pretexts t were caught at with avidity by this monarch to fave the 
guilty: this however did not prevent remarks that he was fond of decapitation ; to 
which we advanced, as our opinion, that he appeared to us not fufficiently fo, fince he 
might, and poflibly ought to have taken off the heads of the other four officers, as well 
as that of a certain officer of rank in the navy, tried a number of times, yet never unani- 
moufly condemned, although highly culpable, whofe name we may difpenfe with men¬ 
tioning; the Swedes will recognize it eafily enough. Thus is it plain, the contagion 
was not confined to the army ; the Atlmiral was equally merciful with his brother, 
for under any other commander the guilty man would certainly not have been tried 
by two councils of war, nor have ever left his fliip again. Nevcrthclefs we are firmly 
perfuaded that the fovereign alone has the right of pardoning an oflicer guilty of dif- 
obedience in battle; and that the General who prefumes fo far exceeds the limits of 
his authority. 

With the talent of fpeaking, with courage and clemency, the King poffeffes great 
ambition, an indefatigable aaivity, an immoderate thirff of glory, and what alone makes 
him undertake every thing, a ftrong reliance on his good fortune. Perhaps we may 
deceive ourfelves, yet cannot we refrain from thinking that a man, who with all thefe 
qualities wears a crown, muff draw on him the eyes of all the prefent age, and com¬ 
mand the admiration of pofterity. 

Still not to be chargeable with a want of franknefs, and that we may fliew that im¬ 
partiality which we profefs, let us endeavour to reply to the detractors of this prince, 

* When the King of Sweden tlfiied France, in 17*! i, we cnnrlitrs llionglit he fpoke too much fora 
King; this without doubt wai occafuined by oiir being fo little accudonicd to converlation wuli Kings. 
Not but that it ever is htll fora fovereign to be lUent unlrfs he fprak to the pnrp ifc, but in our opinion S 
king who Ihould have been able to fpeak to could not pofiibly have done us harm. 

f A certain officer having caufed himfelf to be reported as infane, was as fuch confined in the lunatic 
hofuital at Dannviien. Some imagine the King might have been the dupe ot this llraugcm ; the lollowing 
anecdote may ferve on this fcore to undeceive them. The King fpeaking i<> us one evening of what we 
had vilited in the courfc of the day, we informed him that we had tint very day been to fee the hofpital for 
lunatics —W/r/ you fee KJ—H'e were not fo htdifereet at to require it,f^ispd with noticing the pavilion in which 
he was confined.— ^0, fo, you fancy that I give little faith to kit htiug mad. Hut in truth the King only 
fought for a pretence to fave his life. 
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for he is too great not to have calumniators. He is accufed of a crime in deelaHng 
war at a dme that he had not the power of making either war or peace. This r^roach 
is not unjuft; we have no doubt but Guftavus knew that he exceeded thus the 
powers he hirafelf had obtained, and that he thoroughly repented not haidng inferted 
luch an article in his conftitution of 1772* which would mve paffed them as well as 
the reft; and his deficiency in this inftance is ceruunly a fault on the part of the prince 
which can no otherwife be excufed, than by an apprehenfion he mignt have of acquir¬ 
ing the Icfs from his afldng too much. However that may be, this prerimtive inherent 
in royalty he did not poftefs; he was defirous of obtaining it, but at the iwe time anxi* 
ous that the war ihould be carried on for the advantage of his country: and people 
* worthy of credit, even in Ruftia, agree that had it not been for die defedion of his 
officers in Finland, nothing could have prevented the King gouig to St. Peteriburg, not 
for the purpofe of keeping it, that he would not have been able to do, but of laying it 
under contribution, of drawing thence a confiderabie fum of money, and of obli^g 
the Emperor to agree to the reftitution of a part of the countries wraled from pre- 
decelTors; in one word, for terminating the war in one ihort campain by a glorious peace, 
of which he himfelf would have preferibed the terms. 

Here again have we occafion to admire the clemency of His Majefty*. The campaign 
of 1788, was prepared a long while before in the midft of entertainments and fpedacles. 
A fine army, a fleet of nearly thirty Ihips of the fine, eqwpped in two months time, an 
afturance of the defencelefs ftate of the enemy’s coafts; what a profpedwas here of fuc- 
cefs! A traitor, a Swede, Sprengportertt who had gone over to the Ruffians fome years 
before, fruftrated the grand preparations. The Emprefs propofed to him to ferve againft 
the Turks, but he preferred being employed in Finland, where he could be of greater 
fervice, affuring her that he fliould be able to feduce good part of the Swedifh army. 
This villain entered the camp on different occafions difguifed as a peafant, with his 
pockets filled with gold, and gained over nearly a hundred officers, principally Fins. 
It is affirmed as a faft, that an officer can be pointed out who fold himfelf for a hundred 
roubles; a cheap price indeed to take in exchange for infamy. The projeft of thefe 
wretches was not confined limply to a refufal of advancing, they were likewife to feize on 
the King’s perfon and deliver him to the Ruffians. This Prince was in perfect fecurity, 
abfolutely ignorant of this frightful confpiracy; that he was not feized was wholly owing 
to the cowardice of thofe who had engaged in the plot. Refleft but an inftant on what 
muft be the fituation of Guftavus, when his troops having entered the enemy’s terri¬ 
tory, his officers flatly refufed to march, owing to his not having authority to undertake 
a war, as they affuined, without the approbation of the States. The King inftanily per¬ 
ceived that all his blooming hopes were blalted, all his great preparations rendered ufe- 
lefs, in one word, the whole campaign abortive; a campaign, of the fuccefs of which 
he had fo much reafon to be confident. He caufed his forces to retreat, and fent the 
officers to be tried at Stockholm. We are far from inclined to blame this Prince’s con- 
dud, we have no fudh right, for clemency, even where exceflive, is ftill a virtue. We 
ihall only ftate what in his place we would have done. Imnediatejy upon the refufal 
of the Finilh officers to inarch, we would inftantly have had them arrefted, difarmed, 
and furrour.ded by fome battalions^ advancing into the circlewewould havefaid to them: 

do you perjiji in your difobedience ? Remember that at prefent you are foldiers 
eppofed to the enemy, and not citizent deliberately in council. • Should they have anfwered 

* WeVe we defirous of inn 1 ti{ilyiiig examples we Ihould not need them. In >77s a man coaviited of 
.ofTcring tu .liTafGuate him was fent to romerauia with aa appointment of500 rix-dolkri. 

We 
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Vi'e are rcfolute : their dctertningition was made a long time before, antT in their corrcf- 
pondence with the enemy, afterwards proved, they had pledged themfelves to perfift —• 
rhat being the cafe^ Gentlemen^ as an officer at the head of his regiment is bound to obey as 
much as the meaneji foldier in the ranks ; and as all difobedience in face of the enemy' by mili¬ 
tary law.is punijhable with deaths the law fhall take ffiect: we would then have decimated 
the guilty, given up to immediate execution thofe upon whom the lot bad fallen, and 
imprifoned the remainder in the neared citadel; afterwards we would have filled up 
the vac^t appointments, and have given the word to march, with firm adurance that 
none would have ventured to hefitate. Without being a King, a general ought to have 
afted thus, and we could cite thofe who would not have afted otherwife. This conduft 
on the part of the King would have been fo much more fecure in that the foldiers, al¬ 
though reduced in meafure by their officers, would have fided with the King immediately 
he addreifed them. It is not of them that His Majefty complained on this mournful 
occafion; on the contrary, often has he repeated before us, that once entri^ated with 
the King at their head, theSwedilh troops would brave even hell itfelf. 

To other embarrafiments to which HLs Majefty was fubje£t, is to be fuperadded the 
impoflibility of his addreffing the Finnifli foldiers, except by an interpreter} the Finnifli 
language having no analogy with the Swedifti. We had an anecdote from His Majefty, 
which for, its fingularity deferves to be repeated. Being defirous of addreffing fome 
foldiers who were murmuring, he made ufe of an officer whom he met on the fpot 
for an interpreter. This officer delivered the fpeech of His Majefty to the foldiers, and 
the anfwer of the latter to the King, quite different to what was exprefled by either. 
The Prince was not till fome time after made acquainted with this piece of roguery, 
as impudent as novel. He had liberality enough not to feek to know who this officer 
was. 

The King in defpair returned to Stockholm, where fhortly after a party was formed 
againft him. The projefl: of it was no lefs than to reduce him to the ftate he was in on 
afeending the throne, and if poffible, even lower. The chiefs of the party fpoke openly 
of their intention, and nothing but the aflembly of the diet was waited for to confoli- 
datc this new fcheme. Guftavus, in the moft terrible pofition imaginable, hefitated 
whether or no he fhould aflemble the States; fortunately he determined for the negative, 
fwayed, as it is faid, by the advice of two foreign minifters; had he convoked them at 
that inftant he would have been ruined. To thefe multiplied embarraflments fucceeded 
a fudden irruption into his dominions. The Prince of Hefle, at the head of twelve 
thoulund Danes, landed in the neighbourhood of Gottenburg. Guftavus was at the 
time in the mountains of Dalecarlia : fetting off with only a fingle fervant unknown to 
any one, he harangued from the fame ftone, on which on a fimilar occafion Guftavus 
Vafa had ftood, the defeendants of thofe who had affifted him to expel the tyrant Chrif- 
tiern. Guftavus III. whofe eloquence was uniformly perfuafive, engaged a number of 
thefe mountaineers to fet off for Stockholm. (In one village, where the men were em¬ 
ployed at their labour, the King addreffed their, wives, who pledged themfelves for thdr 
huibands.) They arrived at their place of rendezvous, and under the command of 
Baron Armfeldt, cloathed and dreffed in their country garb, with the blue ribbon con- 
fpicuous over his Dalecarlian drefs, took a pofitioin at Drottningholm, whence they had 
an eye on all that paffed in the capital. The King here for the firft time heard of the 
ihvafion of the Danes: he immediately fet off, and arrived at Gottenburg at an inftant 
when fought for all over the kingdom, at an inft^t when this city, incapable of defence, 
was about to furrender to the Prince of Heffe. The prefence, the language of the 
King gave courage to all. No longer was heard any notion to Airr^der j the Daniffi 
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herald coming to demand the keys, received his anfwer from the Monarch’s mouth, 
whom he miftook for an officer. Mr.'Etliot the Briiijb minifter at Copenhagen then 
difplayed that elevation of charafter fo frequently diltinguifhed in the BrUipj nation. 
He declared that his court would confider the prolongation of hoftilities, and any re- 
fufal on the part of the Danes to evacuate the Swedifh territory, as a declaration of 
war *. The Prince of Heffe upon this caufed his troops to retreat, and reaped no 
other advantage from this campaign than the obloquy of having daftardly invaded the 
dominions of a King in misfortune, without even the flighteft pretext. This general 
had landed at Gottenburg fome months before; he was received there with the great- 
eft refpc£f, particularly on the part of the Duke of Sudermania, who was there at the 
time. The whole of the city was fhewn, him as well as the forts, without the leaft 
idea that in fo fhort a period he would avail himfelf of the information he was thus af¬ 
forded. The known influence of the Prince of Heffe on all the military operations of 
Den mar k leaves no room to doubt of his being the director on this occafion, a condudt 
which ftamps him with infamy. This Prince was moreover, with great .reafon, blamed 
for not having raifed contributions on the city of Gottenburg, or carried off the flock 
of goods with which the magazines of the Eaft India Company were full. 'I'he vil- 
lainy once begun fome booty ought to have been made without having had the expence 
alone for the trouble. All this might have taken place before the King arrived ; with 
him once there nothing indeed could have been more hazardous on the part of the 
Danes than to have tried the fate of arms. His Majefty had abfolutely determined on 
giving them battle in a little plain adjoining the city. He had collefted from three to 
four thoufand men j General Armfeldt was on his way to join him with nearly ten 
thoufand, and the Swedes, animated by the prefence of their King, who came for 
their falvation, would have fhewn therafelves difficult to conquef. Not that the ftatc 
in which the King found the town was at all fit for defence. The cannons on the 
ramparts had balls which did not fit the calibres of the guns, and the officer of artil- 
lery there was unacquainted with the range of the mortars : beneath the mafter’s eye 
foon however was all adjufted. 

It will be found hard to credit that which follows: the King who, by his prefcncc, 
faved the warehoufes of the Eaft India Company from pillage, at a time they contain* 
ed three cargoes to the value of from 11 to 12,000,000 of livresf, requefted of it a 
very trifling loan: it granted him a part only of what he required. Here again the 
King was deficient; thus fhould he have addreffed the dire£lors; Gentlemen^ it is evi¬ 
dent that your falvation is owing entirely to myfelf: in effecting it I have incurred aprejftng 
necejjityfor 100,000 rix-dollars ; this is hut the twentieth part of the value of what 1 have 
preferved to you ; grant me this fum I befeech you immediately ; l\cffer you to indemnify your~ 
felves out of the duties payable on yourfticcejjive cargoes. If the direfiors were endowed 
with common fenfe they would have anfwered: SirCf we have a lively fenfe of the ob¬ 
ligations we lay under toTour Majejly,: we deem ourfelves but too happy in offering him 
this feeble tejlmonial of our gratitude ; yef deign, Sire^ to accept it rather as a free gift ; a 
gift undeferving (fa thought. The King would have thanked them as a company fhould 
be thanked, as a province is wont to be prefenting the government with a Ihip, and 
there would have been an end of the affair. 

• Admiral Bvng, in the Mediterranean 1718, afforded a iimilar example. Mr. Keith, when ambaffa- 
dor at Copeniiagen infifttd in a fimilar manner that the government fhould not attack the life of Matilda. 
From what country is it that minifters dare to take upon themfelves, without inilruflione from their court, 
fuch pofitive declarations, and without an apprehenfion of having them denied i Such proceduna do 
great honour to any nation whacfoevCr. + From 450 to ^oojCOoL 
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The King, on his return to the capital, convoked the diet; but having had efpecial 
reafon to be diflatisfied with that of 1786, he had the precaution to fecure the votes of 
the three orders for the ^ fecurity. The nobility alone were refradtory: His Ma- 

jefty confequently felt himlldr obliged to intimidate them by an aft of vigour, no lefs 
than the arrcft and confinement of a number of the mod confulerable among them in 
Fredcridhoff, the prefent arfenal. The people fidcd with the King, and teftified their 
zeal in the moft unequivocal manner, by infulting thofe who oppoled him ; and in this 
number fome of tfie firft in the kingdom, men whoferank one fhould think would have 
guaranteed them from fitnilar vexation: but who, if thetruth be fpoken,deferved.the oblo¬ 
quy with which they were treated, more on that very account than did the others. The 
nobility not choofing to give way, the King determined to terminate at once thefe 
continual diffentions. He entered the Houfe of Lords without any one fufpefting his 
intentions. The King’s party were pre-advifed that if he fliould get into his carriage on 
leaving the houfe it would be a token that he had gained his point; on the contrary, 
if he fhould mount his horfe, (fome of his horf^ ready faddled {landing in the fquare,) it 
would be the fignal that force muft be ufed for obtaining that to which perfuafion was 
inadequate. An immenfe concourfe of people accompanied the King to the fquare.. 
He enters the houfe, and immediately upon his entering the chamber (entirely unat¬ 
tended) two gentlemen, well known by him to be of the oppofite party, clofed the door 
rudely after him. The King feels no wife difconcerted; he takes his feat and propofes 
the ah of fecurity to the affembly *, which had already Obtained the fufFrage of the three 
other orders. He puts the queftion to the vote ; no noy refounds from all parts } fome of 
the members however attached to His Majefty vociferate yes with all their might. Not- 
with (landing much the lefs, the King feigns to believethat the number of is the greater: 

he declares as much to the affembly; again the yeas and noes are repeated in a fimilar 
proportion. The King again makes the fame remark, and orders the Marfhal of the 
diet to fign the acceptance of the affembly in thename of the nobility; adding that notwitb- 
Jlandingthe confent of the three other orders already obtained enforced that of the fourth y he 
yet preferred that the a£l Jhould pafs by the freewill ofhisnobilityy whfe zeal and attachment 
to the crown he was happy on this occafion to acknowlege. After thanks thus well deferved. 
His Majefty fends to notify the paffing of the aft, on the part of the nobility, to the 
three other orders then fitting. Immediately after the heralds, leflbned before hand, 
parade the town, and announce the diet clofed. This proclamation greatly difcon¬ 
certed the nobility, whofe intention it cert:.inly was to proteft as foon as the King fhould 
have left the houfe; but His Majefty kept his feat until the difiblution of the diet was 
proclaimed. His Majefty then left the houfe, and was received with acclamation by 
the people, whofe violence it were to be feared the nobility would have had to dread, 
in cafe things had taken a different turn. Since that period a number of gentlemen 
have retired to their eftates, where they remain condemning the King until they fhall 
meet again in another diet. 

His Majefty, yet, is far from having as partizans all the nobility who remain in Stock¬ 
holm : we could enumerate many of that body, of both fexes, who owe their ail to 
him, but who, neverthelefs, are not the lefs enraged at him j fome women, particularly, 
who would have died of grief if his Majefty had omitted for three weeks together to in. 
vite them to fup with him, are among the moft violent of his calumniators. As French. 

f ■ 

* Thii aA gives the Ktn|; the power of making peace and war, fixes the taxn to the nmet diet tmthovt 
pnferibiHg when it it to taie plate. The want of money alone therefore caa oblige the King to fummon* 
the lUtes. 
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men we are^ir from being aftoniflied at this fort of ingratitude. Some among the la¬ 
dies, defirous of qualifying their opinion, reafon right and wrong on governments, ad-- 
minillration, the power of Kings, See. But they are unwilling to declare the real mo¬ 
tive of their hatred, which is merely the preference they give to a government in which ^ 
they have a chance of feeing their hulband, their brother, or their couftn, take part in' 
the adminiftrawon, to one in which there may be but one efficient*. Egotifm glides 
into the heads of the fair as well as our own. Yet fhould the nobility reflefl: and ceafe 
to murmur, without the King they would be nothing not only in Sweden but in any 
monarchical (late whatever. The niofl: opulent gentleman in the kingdom, enriched 
by the bounty of former Kings to his anceftors, inhabits the capital; here he ought to 
pafs for fomebody, but here, unlcfs when fpoken of as one of the chiefs of the party 
oppofed to the King, arrefted in 1789, infulted by the people, and recommended, after 
alking advice of the police, to leave Stockholm,, none ever fpeak of him; the world in 
fhort fcarcc knows of his exiftence. 

Let us refume: the King had not the power of declaring war, except by firft obferv- 
ing thofe forms he is blamed for having neglefted, by compliance with them he gave 
notice to the enemy of his intention, and time to put himfclf in a pofture of defence. 
The general approbation of the war on the part of the diet proves that his motives for 
declaring war were notfo deftitute of juftice as has been afferted. Had this prince given 
the enemy an opportunity to prepare his defence, he would have had attributed to fuch 
<ondu£t the whole of the confequent mif-chances, and with reafon. In war the niceties 
of the drawing-room are difregarded. (England has almoft conftantly began her attack 
on us before any declaration of war. In 1756, two fhips were taken by them Le Lyu 
and VAlcide^ before we knew of the commencement of hoftilities.) Sweden is not 
ftrong enough to (land againft Ruffia, when that power is at liberty to oppofe her wkh, 
her whole force. Guftavus took advantage of the ftate of fecurity in which that power 
was wrapped, to endeavour to regain a part of the provinces wrefted from his prede- 
celTors. In thefe difmemberments, it cannot be difguifed, juftice was feldom regarded ; 
they were the refult of the wars of Charles XII. and no one but knows that Peter the' 
Great in alliance with two other princes, attacked this Prince without the fmalleft fha- 
dowof equity, juft at his leaving his cradle. The Ruffians exclaim againft the King of 
Sweden for attacking them without notice; but had he informed them of his defign lour 
months before, undoubtedly they would have laughed at him. The Ruffians had com¬ 
mitted a great fault in leaving their frontiers unguarded. They fay they had no miftruft 
of the King of Sweden; thofe neighbours with whom a nation has before been at war 
it ought always to miftruft. Their oyerfight was fhameful: thanks to their roubles they 
efcaped its puniffiment. I.et them profit by the lefibn f. They knew how little was 
wanting to have made it a terrible one. The carriages of the Emprefs were in r^dinefs, 
every thing was prepared for flying to Mofeow. There were not five hundred cof- 
facks on the whole of the fouthern banks of the gulph between the Swedes and Peterf- 
burgh. The fcarcity of men was fuci\, that three regiments were fent poll from the 
array of Prince Potemkin, feven or eight foldiers on a kibiek, by two hundred at a 
time. 

As it is right that all Ihould be laid open, we (hall mention to our readers a very ex¬ 
traordinary opinion, but which was communicated to us as well founded; it will ferve 

* The fame reafon caufes the Rulliiuis to difapprove of the revolution in Sweden, as well as the lad in 
Poland. They found it fo pleafant to be madere in other countries 1 

f Since this war they have fortified the frontiers, particularly the mouth of the Kihien. HenjtefoTrth. 
there will always be kept from 18 to 20,000 men in this part of Finland. 

6 to 



, - FOTITIA’s f RAVErs IN SWEDEN. 5CJ 

to prove that the brain of man is liable ofaccefs tothemoft abfurd inconfiftendes.. We 
have been affured that the King having by his own fault mifled his objod the firft year, 
owing to a fiege badly planned, and an unfuccefsful campaign, himfelf engaged his offi¬ 
cers to enter into a criminal correfpondence with Ruffia|^in order that this treachery 
might ferve him as an excufe to the nation for having undertaken an unjuft war, and 
efl'eded nothing where much might have been done. Although a fcrious reply to fuch 
an atrocious and unfounded charge might well, indeed, be dil'penfed with, we yet ffiall 
examine its merits.’ In the firft place, could it be fuppofed that the officers arrefted • 
and tried would have failed to avail themfelves of fuch an ample apology to avoid the 
puniffiment to which they were fubjed ? A minute detail of the whole procefs is in ex- 
iftcnce, and no fuch thing appears : befides, this charges Guftavus with an unpardon¬ 
able offence, that of caufing an officer to be beheaded, and many others-to be imprifon- 
cd, on account of a crime fuggefted by himfelf. A condud of this defcription could 
be followed by none but one who‘had previoufly, and that provedly, done the/ame; 
but that the incredulous may finally be convinced, if further be requisite for convidion, 
let them know that the revolt of the officers in Finland was contrived, by that traitor 
Sprengporten, at the very inftant of his going over to the Ruffians in 1779 : that in 
1783 the firft meetings of the confpirators took place in Helfingfors, at a lodge of free- 
mafons; that Sprengporten regularly attended thefe meetings from Ruffian Finland, 
where he rcfided, which was the more eafy for him to do as the King was then abroad. 
'I’he confpirators at that time were fifty, and much encreafed in number afterwards. 
Many perfons known well enough at Stockholm, if this work fhould chance to fall into 
their hands, muft inwardly own that our information is corred : eafy in fad would it 
be for us to give further particulars ; from fuch we however lhall abftain. What we 
have faid will be enough to Ihew that the plot did not commence with the beginning of 
the campaign, as is generally believed. 

We lhall not dilate upon the war in Finland \ it would caufe us to exceed the limits 
we have preferibed to ourfelves. We lhall leave to hiftorians the talk of tranfmitting 
to pofterity the vidories of Frederiejhanm and Svenkfund ; fatisfied ourfelves with re¬ 
marking how great the difference between the Swedes in the prefent war and thofe who 
fought in 1741 and 1757. The vidories of Guftavus Adolphus, Charles X. Charles 
XL, Charles XIL, and Guftavus UI. were owing principally to their prefence. The 
Swedes are accuftomed to fee their kings at their head. If the foldier is guided by rea- 
fon the prefence of his king can but have great effed on him ; he will feel that where 
he who might peaceably and in fecurity await the details of a battle, expofes volunta¬ 
rily his life and bears all the inclemency of the weather, he cannot himfelf retreat be¬ 
fore the enemy, nor murmur at his toil. The prefence of a king prevents all difobe^- 
dience and all altercations,more common than isufuallyimagined among generals. A king 
will take upon himfelf what a general would not dare without mature deliberation, in 
council or an order from court} in the interval of which the favourable opportunity is 
frequently loft. The generals of the King of Eruffia would not have ventured many of 
the battles won by that Monarch} and to his heading his troops himfelf is the high re¬ 
putation of the Pruflian forces entirely to be •aferibed. What we have faid of the 
Swedes is applicable to the French; nor is it in this inftance alone that thefe two peo¬ 
ple refemble each other. We know the time when the French foldier at the Ample 
name of the king, whom he had never fecn, would gaily have fronted certain death: 
what then would he not have done if he had been at the head of his army; but for a 
long time our kings had been unaccuftomed to (hew themfelves to their foldiers, an 
omiffion which will ever meet its puniftiment foon or late. 

The 
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The King having obtained all he wifhed conceived the title of fenator ufelefs, as die 
fenate was dcftitute of power, in confequence it was fupprefled ; defirous of annihilat¬ 
ing the memory even of a body which had fo long abuied fovereignty, and under the 
defpotifm of which his people^Kid himfelf had fullered for fo long a period. We can 
but approve the fupprellion of this heap of petty tyrants; the avidity and corruption of 
whom were at their height, and with whom any mode of enriching themfelves what¬ 
ever it might be was allowable *. 

A great part of the nobility however was connefted with the fenaie; and confequent- 
ly the annihilation of a body, the omnipotence of which Ihed or appeared to flied a 
luftre on themfelves, was not regarded by the nobles at large with an indifferent eye; 
•yet certainly this defpotifm, (hared among a few families, could at no time extend to 
country gentlemen, who on the contrary were crulhed by its opprelhon in common 
with the reft of the kingdom. But it belongs to the charafter of man to view' things in 
a different light to that he ought, and this pofition was amply proved by the Swedifh 
nobility on this occafion. That which ought to have fecured its eternal gratitude to 
Guftavus has been looked upon by that body as an ufurpation, of which it has at^enged 
itfelf, after a long interval, in a manner that will ftx an indelible difgrace on the firft 
order of the State. 

The revolution of 1772 is ftill confidered by the nobles as a crime on the part of His 
Majefty. They repeat, and are fupponed by fome hiftorians, that he fwore to maintain 
the antient conftitution upon his afcenfion to the throne, and that he could not change 
it but by rendering himfelf a petjured man. Proud of this difeovery the mii-royali/is 
are pleafed with the idea, and imagine or pretend to imagine that this affumption can¬ 
not be anfwered; we (hall however endeavour at an anfwer. 

|t is every where allowed that an oath extorted by violence is null; the moft rigid 
publicifts confider thofe engagements valid alone which are freely made, and that the 
unreftrained only can pledge themfelves, or truly exprefs the real intentions they may 
have. Was the oath of Guftavus on his afcenfion to the throne unfubje^f to con- 
ftraint^ If the (late of Sweden be honcftly regarded at that epoch, we do not believe 
that any fuch queftion can ferioufly be made. The fovereign in 1771 finds his king¬ 
dom a prey to the arbitrary vexations of the Senate and the States: he fucceeds a fa¬ 
ther, outraged continually with infult and humiliation, even to the very day of his death; 
and that accelerated in all human probability by-fuch abufe. Could he, was he at li¬ 
berty to, refufe the adoption of this conftitution fo humiliating to royalty ? Would he 
not have expofed himfelf by a refufal to the lofs of a crown, the (hadow of which alone 
the States conceded to him, but that they might poffefs the reality ? Is it not evident 
therefore that the oath of Guftavus muft be claffed with thofe extorted by violence ? 
Had this Prince and his fucceffors felt themfelves bound by fuch avow, arbitrary power 
would have been perpetuated to endlefs time; for it is pad a doubt that no king would 
have been fuffered to afeend the throne without firft taking this abfurd oath. Let the 
Swedes therefore (bower down bleffmgs/jn Guftavus, for confidcring that a vow, the ob- 

♦ A fenator had fold his fuffrage, on a certain important occafion, to the French ambafl^dor for 4000 
plottcs. The fecretary of the entibafTy, employed to carry him this fum, met him in a coach fn the ilreet; 
he imparted the objedt of his million, upon which the fenator informed him he had only to hand him the 
money, which was in bank notes. The young man did as every one fimilarly circuin(lanced would have 
done : he gave him the money. Judge what mull be his furprize and indignation, upon Icarniug the neat 
slay from the ambafiador that the fenator had again demanded the fame, denying the receit of the former. 
The matter was of importance, his opinion of great weight; it was thought better therefore to give 8000 
plottcs than to lofc 4000, and the fum was paid a fecond time. (The ambafiador and his fecretary, now an 
ambaifador, arc yet living, 1793.) 
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fervance of which tended to the perpetuation of abufes, ouglit not to be binding, for 
thinking with reafoh that the good of his people ought to be above an illufory oath, that 
the government of a Angle man, fupcrior to events, were preferable to that of a cove¬ 
tous multitude, a prey to their paflions, to intrigue, the Javes of foreign powers, and 
ever ready to fell themfelves to the highefl bidder. 

It is poflible that the afiair of the diet of 1789 offended thefe nobles more than any 
other part of the condudl of the King; they have never been able to forgive him the 
palling of the ad of fecurity, the lefs for their having placed their deareft hopes, their 
ftrongeft reliance on reducing His Majefty, during its fcflions, to the ftate he held in 
1771. They ought, however, to feel greatly obliged for his forbearance, ftnee by his 
afcendancy over the people he could have made them forely repent them conduQ:, 
They complain of the King’s extorting their concclfion ; but, had he not obtained it 
in the Iloufe of Lords, that aflembly can but know that he would ftill have had it pafs^ 
by force, and at the price of blood; not his blood, not the blood of the people, but 
that of the nobles: they owed him gratitude for his mercy, and how was it Ihewn ? 

I'he death of this great Prince, the lofs of whom is already felt in Sweden ; this 
crime, an eternal (tain on the character of the Swedilh nobility, deferves that we Ihould 
fpeak of it at fome length : we. lhall confequently make it the fubjed of the following 
chapter. 

The young King is very forward for his age, he proraifes much, and we dare pledge 
ourfelves for his performance: he polTefl'es the cafe of the perfect fovereign; far from 
being intimidated in a circle of half a hundred, which would but be natural in a youth 
of thirteen (he was not indeed fo old when we faw him), he unalFeftedly contrives to 
fpeak of fomething to all entirely free from embarraffment: it is worthy of remark 
that when Prince-royal he had three court days every fortnight. His education is 
very nicely attended to, and his hours of ftudy cxaftly regular. We have no doubt 
that he yet continues as laudably attentive -to his duties as when we were in Sweden. 
Although a monarch now he is convinced that his youth requires yet fome years of toil 
and ftudy to fit him for the ftation which providence has afligned him. Although 
very young this Prince muft fenfibly feel his lofs; what pity that thus a premature 
death fliould fo foon have robbed him of a tender father, a model, and a guide! Shut 
be his ears to the counfel given if not in unifon with the leffons of Gultavus; never 
miiy he forget that he has to hand down the feeptre to his child as free as it delcended ‘ 
to himfelf; that it is a property which is but his for life, and for which he is rsfponfi- 
blc: let him beware of perfidious infinuations, tending to limit his authority, prefented 
under the fpccious but deceptive mafk of philofophy. Yet again, in adhering to this 
advice, let him not run counter, let him not feek to add to the power he now enjoys; 
its limits are irrevocably fixed : wifdom itfelf prefided at the ellabliftimcnt of the. pre- 
fent coqftitution; proteft it Guftavus Adolphus; call to mind the princes whofe glo¬ 
rious name you bear, Guftavus Vafa, Guftavus Adolphus, Guftavus III.; be they 
ever prefent in your thoughts; and however crooked, however difiicult the path you 
have to tread, but'take them for your guide you never can go wrong. 

Prince Charles Duke of Sudermania, the King’s brother, is at prefent regent. 
The confidence repofed in him by his brother, his friendfhip for him, which ever was 
unchanged, led us to imagine that the intentions of Guftavus would be refpefted 
after his deceafe; to our great regret muft we ftate that we have been deceived. The 
motive of the Regent’s conduft is to us a problem: many prefent themfelves to ou^ 
imagination, on which to fix we know not. Could it be contempt or indifference to 
the will of a dying brotheri either feems to us incredible, the firit ftiocking; hopes of 

doing 
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doing better? Surely it were the lieight of prefumption to expefV, In a few weeks 
rule, to do better than him who, not a common man, had been employed for twenty 
years in ftriving to do well. Whatever may have been the motive the Regent has dif- 
inilfcd moft of the perfons appointed by the late King. This conduft, to fay the leaft 
of it, fhews deficiency of judgment, in fo much as it will prevent thofe he has placed 
in^their ftead from attaching ihemfelves to him, left they Ihould experience from his 
fucceffor a fimilar treatment. It is conftantly highly impolitic to difapprove in loto of 
the conduQ: of a predeceffor} for as it is next to impoflible that aK his meafures fhould 
be bad, a general exception either denotes exceffive arrogance or violent exafperation 
againft him; neither of which fentiments are creditable, particularly with refped to a 
brother much fuperior in knowledge to his cenfor *. 

Of all the matters in which the Regent has differed from his brother none are more 
ftriking than what regards the French revolution. No doubt the new power with 
which he is vetted has made him look upon things in quite a different point of view; 
for we well remember that, in 1791, he held an oppofite opinion to that he has fmee 
^ofeffed: if this be in its favour it has taken him fome time to adopt. 

The Regent fet out with a fnoft rigid plan of oeconomy; he began with difmifling the 
French aftons, an indired cenfure on the condud of the laft King, with whom the 
theatre was the chief amufement and principal expence* t: but then again he kept no 
miftrefs (at lead publicly); and to us it feems that his pleafures had at lead the ad¬ 
vantage of decency which, in perfons of a -certain diftindion, conftantly tells for fome- 
thing J. 

We fliall terminate this article with obferving that we did exped from the Regent 
a very different condud. We yet have hopes j and pray for nothing more ardently 
than that they may foon be realized. ■ - 


Chap. 'ISX.’^AJfaJfination of Gujlawu III. ; his death. — Trial of the Confpiralon, 

Clemency of the King. 

AT length are we come to that execrable murder, which our pen would refufe to 
deferibe but for its being a duty impofed by the plan of our work. If on the one hand 
the enormity of the crime excite our aftoniihraent, on the other the magnanimity of 
Guftavus, his firmnefs, his heroic courage afford us confolation; for in the common 
habits of life we feel it foothing to find thofe we love, thofe we take pride in exalting, 
Ihew themfelves worthy of general admiration: man applauds hiinlelf on fuch occa- 
fions for his difeernment, and with refped to Guftavus III, we have no fear of any room 
for changing our good opinion. 

That the prmed for making away with the King was long in agitation is an indifputable 
fad: the affiillins had miffed their aim at Haga, where His Majefty’s cabinet being on 
the ground floor afforded great facility for the execution of their treafon. It is well 
known that on the very day of his aflaffination it was fpoken of at Hamburg and Bruffels 

• 

* Leopold of Auftria in a fimilar manner on his fucceeding his brother the Emperof Jofeph, nor 
was this the only fonliih thing he did in courfe of a reign of very /hurt duration. 

-j- It coil him annually 100,000 rix-dollars. 

i What adds to the indecorum (at leaft in our eyes) of keeping a mifirefs, is where the cafe of one pof- 
felfed of an amiable and lovely wife, a wife pleafant, playful„atid lively in the^eitrcme, whom alfo, notwitli. 
Handing thefe recommendations, the breath of calumny has never fuHied ; the cleareft proof of innocence 
for none d« wrong, however high their rank, but fcandal will attaint when it has room. 
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a matter already effedled. It has been faid that the predominant party in France, ap- 
prehenfive with juft reafon of the influence of Gyftavus, contributed 'to his death: 
this ispoffible; and this Prince was fo firmly perfuaded of its bcinsf the that, upon 
his receiving the blow, he exclaimed, it is a Frenchman. It is believed that the mur¬ 
derer, after making his efcape from the ifle of Gothland, to which he had been baniflt- 
ed, (for treafon in Finland during the war with Ruflia,) travelled to Paris: this we do 
not affirm, but fliould it have happened there can be little doubt of this monfter having 
been inftigated to the deed by thofe who had the mcannefs, the impudence to place 
the buft of a regicide in their hall of audience *. 

On the night of the i6th March 1792 the King, according to cuftom, was at the 
maiked ball at the opera; while walking he felt himfelf /hot in the fide : he- did not 
fall, but had ftrength enough, by leaning on a perfon near him, to reich his apartment 
adjoining the theatre. This frightful event became immediately public: Baron Arm- 
feldt arrived in a. condition difficult to deferibe j and as his confternation was at its 
height, the King comforted him by obferving, “ do not be alarmed^ my friend^ it is only a 
’ivound^you have been woundedyourfelf and know what it is. In the mean time the mur¬ 
derer, favoured by his accomplices, efcaped, and two days expired before he was dif- 
covered: the piftol he had ufed, being found on the ground, was inftrumental to his 
deteflion; upon its being /hewn to the gunfmith he pointed out the purchafer. 

Surgeons were fent for from all quarters. The King immediately dire£ked them to 
give their opinion, adding that, /hould he have but a few hours to live, he was defirous 
of employing them in his afiairs and thofe of the State j and confequently that it would 
be but loft time to probe and drefs the wound. After the furgeons had examined it they 
declared as their opinion that it was not mortal: His Majefty thereupon confented to 
have it drelTed, and was carried to the caftle. 

The next day Countefs Ferfen, Count Brahdf, and Baron Geer, all of whom 
had for a long time abfented themfelves from court, came to vifit His Majefty, who re¬ 
ceived them with great kindnefs, and exprelTed the pleafure their vifit afforded him in 
thefe memorable words: my wound is of fame utility / find, fince it brings me back my 
friends. What remorfe muft not a fimilar phrafe occafion in thofe who had turned their 
backs on fuch a fovereign! 

The remaining twelve days of the life of the King were employed in the affairs of 
State; his indefatigable aflivity was ftill the fame, and every interval between his pains 
was put to profit. His laft aQ: of fovereignty was to appoint his friend General Arm- 
felt Governor of Stockholm, an appointment which the Regent, did not fuffer him long 
to enjoy, as he aflied upon the fyftem of keeping in the back ground the greater part of 
thofe attached to his brother. 

The King defired to be kept ignorant of the names of his affaffins; the murderer's 


• Thin fociety (the jacobinj/o fearfully fiimoas, wiflied^ by the hononra paid to the villam Ankerftnum, 
to perfuade the world that it contributed to his crime; not indeed becanfe it fancied the aftion laudable, 
but becanfe it was defirous of a new kind of glory worthy only of itfclf; that of difpofing at will of the 
lives of fovereigns. They are well aware, are its members, that people of fenfe arc far from giving them 
credit for fuch authority ; but fools, that is to fay the mob, are fure of it, and this is all that is wanted by 
a horde of plunderers who govern but by terror. How much mufi: they not be furprized that their reign 
has been fo long. 

f We were of the company when Count Brahe and his lady fnpped with the Duchela of Sudermania; we 
do riot now recolledf upotf what occafion, but we mentioned the circumftance to His Majeily fome lew 
days after: this for exam/tk you muft look upon as fomewhai indscentt was His Majeity*s obfervation. Wc 
mull allow His Majefty's remark was Juft indeed. 
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alone was mentioned to him, and Liliehom*, the author of an anonymous letter which is 
copied further on. This villain came to throw himfelf at the feet of his fovereign, and 
begged for pardon,i»which was granted. 

'i'he piltoi with wliich His Majefty was (hofwas loaded with two balls and feveral 
nails j a fmali part of the charge only could be extraSed from the wound. Art was 
exhaufted in vain, and on the thirteenth day (in the forty-fixth year of his age) Guf- 
tavus HI. died in incxpreffiblc agony, after receiving the facrameaf, preferving the 
firmnefs and refignation of a great mind to the very iaft. He did not die without firft 
exafting a promife from his brother that the murderer alone Ihould undergo capital 

g unilhment; thus by an a£b of clemency, fufficient in itfelf to render him immortal, 
ie terminated a glorious life by a ftill more glorious end. 

All the accomplices, that is to fay. Ribbing, Horn, LiUehom, and Ehrenfwerd, wrote 
to the young King, when the judgment of the parliament on their crime was publifhed, 
all entrenching thcmfelves behind the letter of the law, and feemingly taxing the tri¬ 
bunal, which as regicides had condemned them to death, with rigour and injullice. 
We procured all thefe letters, as well as that of Horn to his father, and Ribbing to 
his mother, in which they attempt to comfort them for 'the misfortune of having given 
them birth: in fa£t wc know of no greater calamity than to have fuch children. It is 
fit we Ihould obferve that Ankerfiroeum, Ribtnng, and Horn threw with dice for which 
of them ihould kill the King, to the firft of whom the lot devolved: they were bound by 
oath to kill themfelves after deftroying His Majefty; but whether from want of refolu- 
tion, whether from hope of faving himfelf the a&llin omitted this. And fuch wretches 
dare to appeal for favor to the law! 

General Pecklin oppofed the King in 1756; alternately in the pay of dther France 
or RuiHa, he fided with the court in 176a : he was made a Colonel in 1773, and was 
on the pewt of tampering with his regiment againft his mafter when anmed and con- 
du£Ied to Gripiholm, where he was detained for fome weeks: there he was treated with 
diftindion and refpeft; at the end of that time the King releafed him, an ad: of cle¬ 
mency difapproved by the world, Pecklin being known to be a VA7 dangerous man. 
In 1786 he appeared at the diet but did not make himfelf confpicuous; in 1789 he was 
arrefted with feveral other gentlemen, but only in his own houfe; and upon reprefen- 
tation to His Majefty that his eftates required his prefence, was fuSered to proceed to 
them. This man, who from 1772 had lived in the utmoft obfeurity, left it in 1792 to 
enter into a confpiracy againft the King^s perfon: but familiar with crime, and mafter 
of himfelf, he would confefs nothing ; by which means he eftablifhed his innocency, 
the laws of Sweden exadmg confcffion before fentence of death can be paiTed. 

Addrefs of General Major Baron Charles Frederic Pecklin to the King. 

** Sire, . ^ 

** Your parliament, by its decree of 24th May laft, relative to the hoAible treafon 
committed on the perfon of his late Majefty, Guftavus III. of glorious memory, has 
declared, on the fubjed of the denunciation made againft me by the guilty, that as 

• We were very well acquainted with thia Liliehom when at Stockholm. He Is the fon of a woman 
in a very inferior ftation about the Queen: he was brought up at the King’s capence ; and has had a very 
rapid advance, being a major in the guards at an age that wonld, without iiijiillice, have sllowcd him to 
vegetate for fome time to come in an inferior A: tian. ' We frequently fpoke of *him to His MajeAy: we 
were never pleafed with tlft: manner in which he ^oke of his benefador; but between a conduA of this 
defeription and an afiaiSn there is fo wide a difference, that we ihould never have f^ufpcAed him capable of 
participating in fuch a crime. 



VOATIA’s travels in SWEDEN. 


5^7 

the proofs they afforded could not be looked upon as full andfatisfaBory^ the matter^ as far 
as it regarded myfelf fhould be referved for further evidence ; and that in the interval 1 
Jhould be transferred to the fortrefs of CarlJleiHf in order there to be kcpt.^ and be exhorted 
by clergymen to make confejjion of the fault with which lam charged. 

It is not without the deepeft grief that I fee myfelf furpe£l;ed, arrefted, and con¬ 
demned fora crime of which I am perfedly innocent, and which the witneffes legally 
heard have been \inable to prove, fince the'parliament itfelf declares, ** that full and 
iatisfactory evidence is yet wanting.” 

“ Your Majefty will be pleafed, therefore, not to take amife my prayer for a reter- 
iion of this decree. 

** Equity b the firft virtue of a King and a judge; and internally I feel perfuaded, 
that the chief deiire of Your Majefly is to exercife it, as the moft fecure method of qftab- 
lilhing your power in the hearts of your fubjedls; and in what does it confift, unlefs in 
the fair application of the law, and the true interpretation of its meaning. Harbouring 
this perfuafion, I dare flatter myfelf, that Your Majefty will not countenance the proofs 
accepted by the parlbment, efpecially as, according to all I am able to comprehend, 
they are in abfolute contraction to law. 

“ The law clearly eftabliihes, by the 17th fet. 7th chap, on the fubjet of triab, that 
“ the tejlimeny of no perfon, being himfelf crinunally indiBed^is to be taken in evidence., nor 
that of one wbotums informer, nor that of an accomplice^ He who is objetionable not 
being allowed to give Ins evidence, the judge can certainly pay no regard to the teftimony 
of a perfon objeted to in law, but fhould on the contrary rate it wholly void of truth; 
hence b it that the law impofes a penalty on every informer that makes not good his 
charge; and if the 9th fefl. of the fame chapter permit, that in criminal caufes the tef¬ 
timony of an obje&ionable witnefs may be heard, it b only, as is formally declared in 
the fame paragraph, “ to enable the court to obtain means of acquiring legal evidetue ;** 
but it b not faid, that the teftimony of the rejefled perfon fhall itfelf be accepted as 
evidence. 

“ As during the courfe of the trial, nothing has appeared againft me but the relations 
of perfons accufed, accomplices, and fuch as have participated in the crime, of what 
had been imparted to me at private interviews; it appears to me, that had law been 
duly adminiftered, the judge would have paid no attention to ftmilar relations; and the 
lefs, from the difagreement in the different teftimonies of the guilty parties, and from 
their written varying materially from their verbal evidencei as is deebred by the parlia¬ 
ment in many parts of its decree; whence it follows, that, if they were objeflionable 
perfons, their teftimony for that reafon b inadmiflible by the 17th chap. a6th fe£l.; 
and added to this, the greater part have only related what they had heard from others, 
which, according to the 14th fe^ft. of the fame chapter, cannot be conildcred as legal 
evidence. 

“ All that appears likely is not therefore fact. Hiftory points out many examples of 
perfons accufed, who have had fo many apparent proofs brought againft them, that the 
judge, fully perfuaded of their criminality, has not fecn the lean poflihiliiy of their 
being innocent; and yet, after thar punimment, the real guilty man has appeared, and 
(hewn the judge in error; wherefore, unlefs where no voluntary confeflion appears, 
or legal teftimony, as a ftatefman, the judge has always held it a maxim, to prrferfaving 
a number of gmlty to the punifhment of om innocent man. ■ , 

« If, in the prefdnt inftance, the individual relations of fix guilty perfons c6uld fumifii 
a half-proof, it would give birth to the abfurd idea, that the relation of twelve culprits 
ought to.be regarded as entire proof; although, in hopes of nutig^ating their puuilh- 

3 T a ‘ menr, 
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ment, tlicy might have agreed before the perpetration of their villainy, or at leaft be¬ 
fore their aiTeitation,' that in cafe of difeovery, they Ihoiild denounce an innocent per- 
foil as the principal infligatqr of their criminality. None but Charles Pontus Samuel- 
fon, (Lilichorn,) and Adolphus Lewis Ribbing, who were arrefted, the one not until 




Iiours after tha treafon, accufed me in the firft in- 


llance ; the others have only repeated what they had heard them fay, or fpoken of mat¬ 
ters which had no relation to this alliiir. God preferve the country fi;om a law which 


fliould authorize fuch traitors to appear in evidence! For who, in fuch an age, could 


be certain of preferving either his honour or his life. 

“ As for other circuinflanccs alledged againft me, and which the parliament has looked 
upon as legally fupported, they are: that I acknowledged that Thure-Stenfon (Bjelke) 
had frequently fpoken to me of a revolution, rebellion, and pillage; that a number of 
the confpirators dined with me on the 16th March, and that, according to the evidence 
of the witnelTes heard, many perfons attempted to enter my houfe the following night. 
But to thefe I ftiall humbly beg to object; that Thure-Stenfon never did fay, and that I 
never have acknowledged that either he or others had formed a defign to change the 
form of government, to excite an infurreftion, or pillage, a natural confequence; 
wherefore, from his arguments relating to changes in other circumftances varying from 
the affair in queftion, I did never imagine that I had any thing to denounce, nor any dan¬ 
ger to prevent ;■ and being accuftomed, at my time of life, to receive friends daily at 
my table, for the recreation of my retirement *, as to feme of the guilty, before looked 
upon as worthy people, prefenting thcmfelvcs to dine with me, this is one of thofc in¬ 
nocent incidents which cannot be laid to my charge: again, their coming that day 
without any invitation, appears a connivance among themfelves for my ruin ; and if a 
number of perfons came with a view of entering ray houfe without being fuffered to 
enter, this cannot be laid to my charge. Your Majclty will perceive that thefe circum¬ 
ftances form no matter of accufation againft me, and that, conformably to law, in fpite 
of the requifition of the parliament, I cannot regard it a duty to prove the probability, 
from the juft;'fufpicions that I have conceived, of the refolution entered into among 
certain of the guilty to effeft my ruin; I trufl: too much to the equity of Your Majefty 
to doubt for an inftant of your approbation in this particular. 

“ Hence it follows, that the charges made againft me by the guilty, and the different 
relations given by them of what they have heard and fay themfelves, or learned from 
others, joined to other circumftances of little importance, cannot in any ways, accord¬ 
ing to the fenfe given them by the parliament, afford any other than collateral evidence, 
or half proof; on the other hand, if the meaning of the law be regarded, if all preju¬ 
dice and fufpicion be laid afide, thefe denunciations and thefe circumftances yield no 
proof whatfoever; for what does the law mean by appearances and circumftantial evi- 
deuce ? In cafe of murder or affaffination, for example, it may be produced, that arms 
belonging to the party accufed have been found near the murdered corpfe; that he rc- 
fides in the naghbourhood; that he may have been feen cohered with blood, &c.; 
thefe are appearances. But the fpeaking proofs of my innocence will not efcape the 
penetration of Your Majefty. A number of my fervants, examined upon oath, have 
given from their teftimony no reafon to imagine that I had any knowledge of the plot 
formed againft the late King; fo far from it, they have attefted my innocence, for they 
liave depofed, that my doors w'ere kept clofe the whole night, and that none of thofe 
who knocked were admitted, which certainly would not have bedn the cafe if I had 
been concerned : further, when the girl Peterfon came to inform me that the King had 
been wounded by a piftol, I was fo much hurt at the news that it occafioned me an ill- 


6 


nefs. 



FORTIa’s travels in 5 V/EDEN. 509 

nefs, an' inconteftible proof of my furprize, and tlie real grief I felt at this fatal event. 
Moreover, who can reafonably imagine that an old man of feventy years of age, weighed 
down and wafted by the viciffitudes he has undergone, dropping by degrees into the 
grave, and occupied wholly on his latter end, could have allied his phlegm and indif¬ 
ference to the violence and ambition of a parcel of madmen, and plot with them a con- 
fpiracy againft the perfon of the King, and a revolution, contrary to his confcience, to 
his rcafon, and to prudence. 

“ But, Sire, fince no half-proof, nothing circumftantial, admiffible by law, has been 
produced againft me, how can the parliament, wholly unprovided with thefe, have 
ventured to impofe on me a real punifliment, a punilhraent the mbft fevere that in my 
unfortunate fuuation it poflibly could do, that of depriving me of my liberty, and thofe 
attentions which my age requires, by confining me in a fortrefs the reft of my days. 

“ The chief motive of this fentence cannot be, as alledged by parliament, to induce 
me, through the remonftrances of the clergy, to make confellion of fault; for if this were 
abfolutely neceffary, it would be equally prafticable in a houfe here in the city, wltere 
clergymen are to be found more enlightened and more eloquent than could be in a dif- 
tant iortrefs. 

“ And fuppofing the parliament to be influenced by the three royal letters cited by the 
King’s folicitor, Your Majefty will perceive that the King’s letter, dated i ith November 
1756, ftates, that “ doubtlefs for the pttrpofc of difcovering others concerned^ feme of the 
accomplices may^ even before trials be confined in a fortrefs until more ample ' information he 
procured and it is exprefsly ordained in this letter, that the prifoner fliould be crimi¬ 
nal, and his crime proved; but this citation cannot be looked upon as regarding him 
arrefted merely on fufpicion. As for the other two letters of His Majefty, neither can 
be deemed as applying to the cafe. 

“ To conclude; as he who committed this horrible crime has been legally and juftly 
puniflied, and as thofe who formed this infamous confpiracy have been difeovered and 
condemned; while againft me, as 1 have Ihewn, no witnefs or legal charge has beeiv 
brought in the whole courfe of the trial, I live in hope that Your Majefty will decide 
that a more rigid confinement, for the purpofe of extorting confellion, ought not to take 
place; imploring, if I Ihould have miftaken the meaning of the law, the clemency of 
Your Majefty. 

** lam, for the few remaining days I have to live, with conftant zeal 
and the moft profound fubmiflion. Sire, 

“ Your Majefty’s moft humble, &c. 

“ Ch. Fred. Pecklin.” 

Copy of the anonymous Letter ^Liliehom to Guftavus III. on the day of his 

affajfinaiion. 

• 

“ Deign, and gracioufly allow an anonymous perfon, whofe pen is guided by the 
voice of honour and confcience, with the moft perfesft franknefs, to warn you that there 
arc individuals, as well in the provinces as here in the city, who breathe nothing but 
hatred and vengeance againft you, to the length even of your deftniftion by fome mode 
of aifalTmation. That they Ihould have failed the night of the laft maiked ball has 
been a fubjeft of regret with them; and they notice with pleafure that another is an¬ 
nounced for to-day. AffalShs fhun the day; nothing, they fay, can be more favourable 

to 
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to them'than darknefs, and the difguife which you are accu domed to wear on thefeoc* 
cafions i you are therefore entreated, by every thing that is facred* to defer this curfed 
ball to a more fuitable opportunity, for your prefent and future intereft, as well as that 
of feme enthufiafts, from whofe hands doubtlefs, upon reflefiiion, the Almighty will 
caufe the dagger to be thrown. I have the; honour to aflure you, in the face of hea¬ 
ven, which I call to witnefs the motive and purity of ray intentions, that the advertife- 
ment I give you comes from a man who is nothing lefs than a courtier, who is in need 
of nothing, and who is very far from approving all -theralh fteps you have taken, either 
in war or politics, and particularly in what regaids morality. In making this co^elfion 
with the utmoft cordiality, 1 Ihall appear to yoil the lefs liable to fufpicion when I alTure 
you, that being prefent at the diet at Cede, I Ihould not have hefitated an inftant to have 
drawn the fword to oppofe your mercenaries with ail my powers, in cafe they had re- 
forted to open force, as was at one inftant expeded. Vouchfafe, therefore, to didin- 
guilh a difference between the conduct of a man of honour in his fenfes, and that of an 
enthufiad and a traitor: the one wilhes well to the commonweal, aiking for nothing 
more certainly than to be fo dtuated as would allow of his making ufe of means fane- 
tinned by religion and honour to promote its welfare; the other conceives all meafures 
tolerable which may contribute to the objed in view. It may, however, be difficult, if 
not altogether impoflible in the end, to forewarn you againd all the calamities which 
furround you, unlels you put yourfelf in train to become fmcerely reconciled with the 
fame part of the nation, by following a conduct, however little, yet different to that you 
have hitherto done. 

** 1 have conceived it for my internal fatisfadion a duty to reveal this (hocking fecret, 
which I learnt by mere chance two hours ago ; be perfuaded, alfo, that I am not in- 
fpired by a panic terror in taking this dep, but on the contra^ by the dreadful cer¬ 
tainty I nave, from what has been divulged to me, of the v«ity of the fad. Take 
good heed, I further entreat you, of the ground-floor at Haga, as being, according to 
their declaration, a place more appropriate than any other for their purpofes. You 
cannot ufe, generally ipetdting, too much precaution: if 1 may advife, keep away en- 
tirely from mafked balls, at lead till after the holidays, this being of importance to 
■younelf as well as to us all.. You will do wrong by (hewing a courage which nothing 
can move; we know that you have bravely faced the enemy; you may therefore with 
perfed fecurity and without dilhonour avoid the blow of a traitor. I (hall never ceafe 
to put up prayers for your happinefs j befeeching you, in the mean time, to make no 
perquifitions for the purpofe of deteding the author of this advice, as they would be 
fruitlels, having been entirely alone while I wrote it, and not having communicated its 
contents to any one." 

This letter was given in a garbled date in all the newfpapers at the period of the fatal 
event; above, it is given with exaditude: the traitor who wrote it knew well enough 
what effed an anonymous letter would have upon the King; had he had any real in¬ 
tention of faving him, he would have perfonaljy divulged the confpiracy: but we are 
not to wonder at the condud of the wretch; he owed his all to the King, his fupport, 
his military rife, (he was a major in the guards,) and we live in "an age in which ingra¬ 
titude to the throne is looked upon as a merit; as if Kings were the only men on earth 
bound to do good, the only objeds of unfcrupled aflaffination. 


Extrad 
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Extrafl: fram the verbal procefs ea the Cajik <f Drottningbolm, on the x$th Aufftfi 

179a, in prefence of 

Hit Royal Highnefs the Duke ^Sudermania. 

Hit Excellency Count Wachmeifter Rickfdrots. 

Hit ExceUency Baron Sparre, Grand Chancellor* 

Prejident Borah de Kurck. 

Prefident Baron de Reuterholm. 

Prudent Count de Ruutb. 

SenefchtURo^&eg. 

Senefcbal Ulner, 

On the above day, the report of the commiflion bemg called for, and the two pro* 
tocols of the 4th July being read, the fecretary of the commiffion, Iferhielm, prefente<t 
the definitive concliwon of the high tribunal, upon the revilion of the decrees of the 
parliament, on the a4th of May of the prefent year, agamfl; the former Counts Horn 
and Ribbing, lieutenant«colonel Liliehom, and lieutenant Baron'Ehrenfverd, as well as 
againfl the other perfons implicated in the horrible crime committed on the perfon 
of the late King; after which His Royal Highnefs was pleafed thus to exprefs him- 
ielf: 

“ All the prefcriptions of law haring been exaftly followed, none of the advantages 
which it affords the criminals having been withheld, and the confirmation from the 
high tribunal, of the decree of the parliament made on the a4th May, having been pre- 
fented to us, we have nothing more to do than to make known our fentence and. will 
upon the occaflon. 

** A prey to grief, to thofe afflifting fenfadons which agonife our heart, while the 
memory of a refpefted King and much beloved brother is united with the anguiflr 
which the unhappy and deplorable manner in which he was taken from us occafions in 
our bofom, we have neverthelefs, in conformity to our painful duty, caufed reprefenta- 
tion of all the occurrences of this horrible aSrir to be laid before us, with the fubilancc 
of the different a£ls as they regard the fame. 

“ It is not without the moft lively emotion that we perceive, by thefe elucidations, 
that an unheard-of confpiracy has exifted againfl the life of our revered monarch, and 
been executed in fuch a fliocking manner as makes humanity Ihudder, in a manner that 
never could we have thought pollible in our days and in Sweden. This ftain, not upon 
the nation, known in all ages for its honour and fidelity, but upon a fmall number of 
guilty perfons, ought to 1^ wafhed away and expiated according to the rigour of the 
law} and this is our duty to effe£l. Our heart, tom by the moft cruel remembrance, 
feels fenfibly the horror fuch an atroaous deed is calculated to excite; but thefe feel¬ 
ings, although fatisfaftory for our grief, are not the only ones that afflidl us. What 
adds to our trouble is, that* we are under neceflhy of rendering the juft feverity of the 
law (which we are far from defirous of mitigating in favour of criminals of this deferip. 
tion,J compatible with the facred promifes extorted from us by the prayers and injunc¬ 
tions of a dying brother, our King. 

** The inftant is at hand which is to decide and make public the fete of thefe unfor¬ 
tunate men, who, by t|ie nature of their crime, are more unhappy than they poffibly 
could be in undergoing the punilhments they have merited. The law has pronounced 
their fentence, and we feel perfuaded that the axe falling on their heads, would be to 
them, in their frightful fituation, the firft and greateft of favours. Our confirmation 
^ of 
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ikcree woiiUl fatisfy, at this momont, the rigour of juiUco; but wo arcwithhdd- 
by the ftrongell and moit efficacious reafons, which we (hall unveil for our own jufti- 
iication and the benefit of pofterity. ' 

“ Bring by the fide of the bed of His late Majefty a few days before his death, and 
fpeaking to him of the misfortune which had befallen him, and the dreadful confe- 
quences that would follow; His Majefty, whofo fenfible and generous heart was ever 
jironc to pardon, vouchfafed to exprefs to us, that the idea of the merited torments 
which the guilty would have to fuller affecled him more by fin* than all his pains; he 
added, moreover, that this oppreffive fancy would never let him reft, unlefs we fiiould 
promife and fwear, upon the faith of a brother and a Prince, that in cafe he Ihould 
■chance to die, his interceffion fliould avail for the fiftvation of the lives of thofe wretched 
mdh who had been wanting to him in fidelity. Moved even to tears at fuch noble fen- 
timents, we yet dared to reprefent to him that law, whether human or divine, would 
not allow fo horrible a crime to pafs without penalty of death, and that the honour of 
the Swedifh name and public fecurity exprelsly called for jufticc. His Majefty, lenlibly 
affefted by thefe heartfelt reprefentations, then faid with anguilh, that if the law of re- 
prifal nccelfarily exaded blood for blood, that if his interceffion was infufficient as a 
party to fave the life of the unfortunate man who lifted his hand againft his life; he yet 
perfifted that his ftiould be the only one to pay for the death he had occafioaed ; and 
that none of thofe concerned in the plot, however great their number, or deep their in- 
tereft therein, (which at that time was not difeovered or perfedly known,) fliould fuft'er 
•for it in their lives. 

“ His Majefty at the laft added, that this w'as not only his laft application as a bro¬ 
ther, but his laft will as a King, as the power of pardon could not be taken away from 
him as long as he lived} and again exaded from me the moft folehm promife; fuch I 
could not, nor had the right to refufe him any longer. This affeding and remarkable 
converfation, which will develope to pofterity the generofity and clemency of Gufta- 
vus III., and which, more than the vidory at Svenkfund, will tend to eternize his name, 
lhall be the bafis upon which our fentence and rcfolves fliall be founded. • 

“ As a chriftian, a fubjed, a brother, as a man, we cannot, ought not to vary from 
the will of a dying King. He had the inconteftible right of pardoning in his own caufe. 
We lhall follow loyally his orders, nor lhall it be reproached his brother that he deceived 
him in the arms of death. 

“ In confequence of the reafons before alledged, we declare and ordain, that the 
fentence of death awarded by th,c parliament, and confirmed by the high tribuna4 
againft the former Counts Claudius Frederiefon Horn, and Adolphus Lewis Ribbing, 
the former Lieutenant.Colonel and Chevalier Charles Pohtus L'iliehom, and the former 
Lieutenant Baron Charles Frederic Ebrenfverd, ftiall be commuted into perpetual ba- 
nilhment; that they are degraded from their nobility, and declared unworthy of all 
right of citizenlhip; that they lhall be immediately conduced to the frontiers of an of¬ 
fended country, without hope of evfer bring allowed to return, and with prohibition, 
under pain of fuffering the death p|;onounced againft them, ever to require the fame. 
The care of their punilhment we leave to their confcieacc and remorfe, perfuaded that 
the bitter refledions to which we deliver them will be more intolerable, than death itfelf 

Tlie yegent deceives himfelf; men of this defeription are ftrangers to rtn\orfc. Baniihment is no pu- 
Jlifliment for fcoundrels who could no longer live in Sweden; two of thefe wretches, on their pafiage even 
from Copenhagen tp Hamburgh, proved that fentiments of repentance, imputed to them by the regent, 
were far from their thoughts. Notwithftanding the motive aferibed lower down, it is in a fortrefs that re¬ 
gicides, whole life Is not ihortened on the fcaffold, Hioold end their days. 


« We 
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'We {hall haften their immediate expullion, in or^r fo, if poilible, to efface the remem« 
brance of fuch a horrid crime, which, by thar detention in the fortrelTes of the king¬ 
dom, would only renew the remembrance of a misfortune in itfelf indelible. For ever 
be thefe unhappy wretches banifhed from that Sweden whofe calm and tranquillity they 
have dillurbed j and in order to encreafe their remorfe,, let them know t^t it is the 
King, againft whofe life they dared to confpire, who, in his dying moments, gave them 
theirs. 

As for other perTons accuhhl fince, we are not authorifed by the will of His late Ma- 
jelly to lelTen the feverity of the law in their favour, neither can we in an affair of this 
nature follow our innate inclination to clemency; whereupon we confirm, with refpedk 
to them, the definitive fentence of the High tribunal: in confequence of which Coun¬ 
cillor Von Engeftroeum fliall be fufpended from his poll, and be confined for three 
years in a fortrefs. Major Hartmanfdorff Ihall likewife be difplaced and imprifoned for 
a year; the Secretary Von Engeftroeum fljall be fufpended from his office for twelve 
months, and General Major Baron de Pecklin Ihall be confined in a fortrefs until more 
ample information ; but the territorial judge Nodell, agreeably to the fentence of the 
Parliament and the fiigh Tribunal ihall be releafed from all charges. 

His Royal Highnefs immediately appointed the fortTeis of Waxholm for the prifon of 
Councillor Von Engeftroeum, that of Malmoe for Major Hartmanfdorff, add that of 
Warberg for General Major Pecklin. 

The prefent verbal procefs and the fentence it contains having been read and col¬ 
lated, the Commiflion broke up its fitting, injSdm protocoH. 

(Signed) N. JOHNSON. 

We conceive that what will now have met the reader’s eye requires no comment. 
A dying King pardons his affaftins: the laft a£l of his power is to draw afide the venge¬ 
ful {word of the law, from puniAiing thofe who had robbed him of life: how.honour* 
able, how glorious fuch an end! How well it crowns a rei^ too ihoit for Sweden, but 
long enough for thofe Sovereigns difpbfed to take him for a model, and enlightoied 
enough to follow his fteps. 

The clemency of the King is fo well known to us, that upon the firft intelligence of 
this execrable a£k, we declared as our opinion, that if His Majefty recovered, me mur¬ 
derer alone would be puniihed with death. The event has {hewn that we were noc 
deceived. 


Chap. XVlll.-^Ow the Death ofCharks XU. 

THIS event, fo im^rtant from its coiffequences, which paved the way for Sweden 
to obtain a peacp wanted fo many years before, and which changed the form of go¬ 
vernment of the country, is related in fo many different manneis, but each fo void of 
proofs, that every hillorian, without being liable to the charge of impofture, is left to 
adopt which he will. The ftatement of M. Vokaife has had moft partizans, do we 
confider it wrong, and the refearches we have been able to make put our opinion be¬ 
yond all doubt. We {hall prefently jfifeufs that of Mr. Coxe, given at great len^h in 
his Second VoyaM to t/je Ncrthf publiihed in 1791: but {hall firft begin with the account 
of Lagerbringi Profefibf at Lund, taken frofn his Hiftory of Sweden, vol. iv. part 3. which 
treats of the reign oflCharles XIL Stockholm, 1779; in it wiilbefeen theeffentisldif- 
ferences which charafterize the account of each hiftorian. 

VOL. VI. 3 u “On 
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** On the a8ih Odlober, 1718, the King coming from the Weftern Edy entered Nor¬ 
way, followed by the other columns of the army. On the 20th November, batteries 
were raifed againft FredericJhalL On the 27th, fort Gyllenlow was taken by aflault, at 
which the King was prefcnt. On the firft Sunday in Advent, the 30th November, the 
King attended divine fervice in the morning, and afternoon at head quarters at Tijieda- 
len: in the morning he burnt certain papers. At four o’clock in the afternoon the King 
vifited the trenches on horfeback, and at nine in the evening all was done, and the King 
was a corpfe. Charles {landing in the trench, his body bent, with liis head fupported 
on his arms leaning on the parapet, the officers prefcnt imagined him alleep; but as he 
remained in this poflure a longer time than ufual, they went up to him, and found that 
life was gone.” This is the account of Mr. Nordberg: others pretend that the engineer 
Megreti who had the direftion of the works in the trenches, was feated fo near the King 
that he perceived a kind of convulfive tremor in him, whence he concluded him dead. 
M. de Voltaire, whofe relation difl'ers from that of others, fays that no one was near the 
King but Megret and Siquicr. " The King was ftanding,” fays he, “ oppofitc to a bat¬ 
tery of the enemy, whence was a great difeharge of mufquet balls, with his body half 
uncovered from the enemy’s fire; at fome paces didant was Count Baron Schwerin^ 
Count a captain in the guards, Kalbcrt an aide de camp, (it fhould be aide de 
camp general Kaulbars) was waiting his orders. All at once Megret and Siquier faw 
the King fall on the parapet. A ball of half a pound weight had entered his head on 
the right fide, and made fuch a large hole that you might put in it your three fingers; 
the left eye was entirely flattened, and the right forced out of its focket. When Megret 
faW that the King was lifelefs he exclaimed : The play is over, nmv let's to /upper; but 
Siquier haftened to inform Baron Schwerin, &c.” Colonel Carlbcrg, then Lieutenant- 
Colonel of Engineers, who was prefent alfo in the trenches, has given another relation 
different from the preceding. “ When Colonel Megret, charged with direding the at¬ 
tack, had marked a new line with fafeines and gabions at a diftance of no more than two 
hundred ells from the bulwarks of the fortrefs; the enemy began a violent fire both 
with mufquetry and cannon: this was the firft’time of their ufing mufquetry againft 
the workmen in the trenches. The red hot balls and burning pitch on the fortrefs gave 
fufficient light round about. Mr. Carlberg, after giving inftrudions to the men how to 
place the gabions, went down into the firft trench, where fome officers of. high rank 
were ftanding clofe to the feet of the King, who leaned on the flope of the parapet of 
the trench, with his left hand under his jaw, fo that a part of his face was above the 
parapet direded towards the fortrefs. Hereupon a ball ftruck him on the left fide of 
the head, {this, from infpc/lion made of the wound, is evidently falfe,) without any other 
movement being perceptible but that of his hand, which dropped from his jaw, and his 
head which reclined on his cloak. The aide de camp, General Kaulbars, was the firft 
who perceived the death of the King; he ftruck Carlberg on the flioulder, and begged 
him to make hafte to relate it to General P. B. Schwerin, who direded that it fhould 
not yet be made public, and that his body fhould be tranfpolrted to head quarters. He 
thereupon, was pint on a litter and covered with white cloaks. At this inftant Siquier 
approached the litter, took the King's hat, and put his hat and wig on him. The litter 
was accompanied by Carlberg, and a Captain Schultz, (fince ennobled under the name 
of Nordencrentz) to Tiftedalen, and the body was carried to the fame houfe where the 
King had taken up his abode. After General Schwerin, the Duke of. Eoljlein, Field 
Marihal Moeqmer and General liiiker were among the firft who faw the defund. The 
Hereditary Prince of Heffe was then at Torpum, at the diftance of three quarters of a 
inSle from Tiftedalen, and on his arrival the whole army had orders to decamp.” Thus 
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in many circumHances the relation of Carlbeng diflers from thofe of Nordberg and Vol¬ 
taire, The laft remarks that no one was prel'ent when the King was killed except SU 
quier and Megret, and that the firlt of tbefe related the death of the King toTJeuerai 
Schwerin. 

Carlberg fays quite the contrary. Neverthelefs we niufl: not accufe M. de Voltaire 
for relating circutnftances fuch as they were given to him, and not improbably by the 
fame Siquier * ; but at the fame time we have no right to look upon as falfe the account 
given by an individual who heard, faw', and did hinifelf the things which he defcribes, 
and whom neither fear nor reward could induce to write any thing but what he could 
vouch from actual experience i. 

Dilfercnt opinions were entertained of the King’s wound ; fuch as examined it, main¬ 
tained that it could not have been made from the fortrefs or the redoubts of the enemy. 
On a draught of the fiege of h’redericfhall on W'hich it was affirmed that the Kihg was 
killed by a Ihot from the redoubts, an officer of high rank, who was at the time alfo in 
Norway, had written in German with his own hand, t/jaf is not true. It was generally 
conceived that the blow did not come from either a Dane or a Swede. No rumour 
w'as more common than that Siquier, the King’s aide de camp, had murdered the King, 
It is not doubted that he himfelf confeffed it when ill at Stockholm in 1722, but it is 
added that this illnefs was accompanied with delirium. Some have imagined that re- 
niorfe had extorted this confeflion ; others again have infifted that Siquier after his re¬ 
covery, when for the benefit of the waters at Medevi, was tortured by the fame remorfe, 
although then perfedly in his fenfes and not delirious. In cafe Siquier had been near 
Kaulbars and others who were {landing by the King’s feet when he was killed, it would 
not only have been eafy, but his duty to have obtained their teftimony, and by his neg- 
letling thisjfufpicion is no w'ifediminilhed. Another circumflance is alfoequivocah 
berg relates that Siquier and Megret followed the King into the trenches, but I have 
been credibly informed that Siquier had nothing to do m the trenches, and that being 
interrogated by a certain perfon as to what bufmefs he had there, he hefitated in his 
anfwer. M. de Voltaire however declares him entirely innocent. He grounds his con-' 
viclion in the firrt place on a declaration made to him by Siquier himfelf. “ I could 
have killed the King of Sweden; but fuch was my refped for that hero, that if I had 
been fo inclined, 1 fliould not yet have daredand fecondly he obfei'ves that “ Si¬ 
quier died poor, and that fuch exploits are ordinarily well paidbut if the miferable 
wretch do not in fuch cafes receive his wages in advance, his earnings may turn out ex¬ 
tremely fmall. The third circuraftance which he thinks abfolves him from the charge, 
appears to be of greater confequence, to wit, ** that the ball which terminated His Ma- 
jefly’s life weighed half a pound, a ball of which weight would not enter the mouth of 
a fufil.” But how did Siquier learn that the ball was exaftly of that weight, fince in 
Sweden it is entirely unknown; probably it might be afeertained from the verbal pro- 
cefs on the fubjedl of an infpeftion of the body by three Swedifh noblemen a copy of 
which I give in a note fubjoined. 

« We 

* In admittinpr this hypothefis. It Is next to impofllble not to lutvc violent furpiclons of Siquier, as /hall 
be hereafter detailed. 

■j- The ftatement of Colonel Carlherg was communlcated'by himfelf to the author, and the copy which. 
he poflefl'es he is allured was written by Col. C. 

In the year 1746, on the lath July, between five and fix in the morning, the nnderfigned went down 
into the Maufolcum called Carolin or Falatinct on the equeilrian ille of the church at Stockholm, and 
opened tlie coffin of King Charles XII. defunfl, whom they found in the condition and order following z 
a mattrafs or pillow Ituiled with aromatic herbs covered the face of the King, under his head and Joinmg 

3 V a hw 
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** We pafs over ieveral other memorab^ things related by M. de Voltaire, probably 
communicated to him by Siquier, of which however the perfons in attendance by the 
King ought to have better inrormation, notwithftanding their narratives differ from that 
of M. de Voltaire. Another circumflance as memorable as it is unaccountable. An 
officer of high rank in the neighbourhood of Fredericlhall foretold that the King would 
die on the 50th November. The report of this prediftion was very extenfively fpread, 
and no fecret of it was made. It is not known whether it ever reached the ear of His 
Majeily, but as we have before remarked, he was noticed the morning before to have 
deftroyed fome papers, and had nothing in his pockets but a prayer book and a minia* 
ture of Guftavus Adolphus. If the death of the King had not happened, the prophecy 
would only have been laughed at, but as it was confirmed by the event, it was thought 
to have ibme (igniheation. 

“ To judge from appearances, the King ffied at a very unfortunate time for Sweden; 
but the death of Kings is decided by powerful motives, which are not always thofe 
that fuit the intereft of man.** 

The foregoing is an exa£t tranflation as afforded us by a learned Swede; he further 
added, that .the time would come when the death of Charles would be fpoken of as at 
prefent we ^ of that of Guftavus Adolphus, and we are very much of his opinion^ 
We Ihall now proceed to difeufs the opinion of Mr. Coxe, expofe our own, and leave 
our readers to determine which is the bell: founded in argument and affertions. 

Mr. Coxe, in his Travels in the North, publiQied in 1791, enters largely ipto . the 
fubjed of tlds death; he pretends that I^motraye and Voltaire have mven &lfe ac> 
counts of this event; this is true, it is certain, from the verbal procefs before cited, and 
from the maik moulded over the face of the King, of which Mr. Coxe fpe^, that his 
eyes were not found out of his head, that the ball did not weigh half a pound, and that 
the orifice was confiderably fmailer than reported. Mr. Coxe cites the fame verbal 
procefs as we do, with fome flight difference. His tranflator has miffodc him grofly in 
putting depth for length^ and penetrated for went out, Mr. Coxe could have feen no 
other mark than fuch as we have deferibed: his conclufion from it is limply that the 
wound was made by a fmall bullet, which is incontrovertible: but he perfiflsin believ¬ 
ing that it came from the fortrefs, and principally fupports his opinion by the account 
arorded by the old Norwegian Elkenfm^ a cannoneer in the Dapifh gamfon during the 


bk face was a cloth. The head was uncovered without any cap. but in lieu was furrounded by a laurel 
wreath. His hair was in good prefervation, of a very light btown colour, and the length of ivlittle finger 
combed upwards on the fides, but the top of hit head was bald. On the right fide jufi beneath the temple 
was a pbfter, which ftuek fo fail that with great difficulty we could remove it { when removed, we per¬ 
ceived and felt an oblong orifice flantiiig in a diredllon towards tbc back of the head feven lines in length 
and two in breadth ; on the left fide which was covered with a plafier of the fame Sue, the whole of the 
temple was tom away, and the fragments of the bones evidentiy denoted the palfage of the ball from that 

K rt. ' His fece was much wafted, his mouth rather open, and lome of his teeth were vifible. Uiider his 
ad were fieveral pillows of white linen full of fragrant herbs. Along his fides and on his arms a number 
of fmall white bagi were laid filled with the feme materials. His arms t^ere ftretched^ by the fide of the 
body, and his hands covered with white gloves were placed oppofite each other. His Ihirt was of linen of a 
fmauer degree of finenefs, and his winding iheet of cambric. 

EH. HARLEMAN. 

EL. EKEBLAD. 

ANDREW JOHN, of Hoepken. 
The ottginal of this atteftation is in the King^s library at Stoekholm. It was communicated to'the author 
by the Royal Libtarian Gjaurwell, and may be £cen in a work written by him,*catiti<d Swedi/b Antedoiu, 
part 3 - 

Baron Harleinan was fuperiutetidMt of the King’s fhips, Counts Ekeblad and H«pken wore after- 
vardstnadc Senators. 
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fiege. We reafon therefore from the fame materials as Mr. Coxe, but decide in a dif- 
fei’ent manner. We are well perfuaded that the King was affaffinated, and (hall detail 
the coiijeflures upon, which wjs decide, for where there is abfenceof proofe we muft be 
fatisfied with conjedure. 

Ih the firll place Mr. Coxe, if impartial, muft allow that it is fiircical to efteem the 
narrative of the old Norwegian alluded to as of any weight: will he attempt to perfuade 
us, or does he himfelf believe that a cannoneer in a fortrefs any more than a foldier in 
the ranks can know any thing of what paffes except immediately by him, particularly 
at nine o’clock at night in the month of December. From his refponfes we gather for 
certain that there was no firing that night from the fortrefs of Oberbergy this indeed the 
Norwegian muft furely be competent* to fay, as he was in the fort; but this is all that 
he could know, and this proves nothing more than that Lamotraye is in error, affuming 
the fhot to have come from that place. Mr. Coxe adds that the old man was of a frank 
charadcr, and that there was nothing to induce him to tell an untruth : certainly not, 
nor did he conceal ought he knew. He ftates moreover that the Danes made ufe of 
mufquetry, that the parapet where the King ftood was perfedly within reach of the 
place, that a number of Ihells w-ere fired, and that the King might have been killed by 
the enemy. This was all known before; and if Mr. Coxe reflefts, he will fee that tWs 
proves nothing againft the affaffination: for it is impoflible to prefume that any one 
would have chofen a time for making away with the King by a mufquet or piftol (hot 
when out of the reach of the. enemy’s batteries, or when the enemy made no ufe of balls 
againft the Swedifh trenches fimilar to that by which he was (truck, that is to fay, fmall 
bullets. This would have demonftrated to all Europe that the Monarch died by affaf¬ 
fination, and there is good reafon to imagine that fuch was not the intention of the 
guilty. We conclude therefore, that the converfation, noticed with fo much fatisfa£tton 
by Mr. Coxe, proves nothing againft our affumption, or in favour of his own. It muft 
further be remarked, that the old Norwegian told Mr. Coxe that a number of foldiers 
were killed by the fide of the King, fo many indeed that they were buried on the fpot. 
It is very extraordinary that this cannoneer (Iiould have feen thus much from his fortrefs 
of Oberberg, (from which the Swedes were feparated by a hill,) or that after the army 
had decamped, he ihould divine that the foldiers killed in the trenches had been fo 
killed near the King, and at the fame time he was himfelf. To conclude, it is very fin- 
gular that this man (hould have known that, of which no relation makes mention ; for 
in all thofe which fpeak of the greateft number of perfons about the King, fpeak but of 
four, or five without enumerating any foldiers whatever. Mr. Coxe fays that the pre- 
fent King of Sweden (1791) had conjeflured that Cronjiedt was the affaffin; but after¬ 
wards confeffed that he was miftaken : this may be, but if Mr. Coxe has ever had the 
honour of fpeaking to the King on this fubjeft, he would have found that if His Majefty 
no longer believes that Cronftedt was the afFaifin, it follows not that he docs not believe 
he was affaffinated by fome other perfon. Thefe are what Mr. Coxe calls proofs, finiih- 
mg with thefe decifive words: • • 

“ The queftion relative to the death of Charles XII. is now rendered very firaple; 
unlikely anecdotes and vague conjedurcs cannot weigh againft a pofitive fad: ihe pre¬ 
tended affaffination is a mere chimera.*’ V/e fee nothing pofitive in all this, unlefs it be 
the tone pf affurance which Mr. Coxe affmnes, nothing chimerical unlefs it be in his 
afleiv'ms. We fubjojn our refleftions upon the fame data. 

^ Ei);7? According to the verbal procefs, the authenticity of which is incon- 

teftible, the ball went through the head in a horizontal diredion, making a very fmall 
hole on entering, and tearing away the temple and fhattering the bones as it went out' 

on 
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on the left fide; it confequv?nt1y muft have had a violent impulfe, whence we may fairly 
conclude tiiat the fliot was from a very fljort diftance; riiei), the more near the parapet 
is alTumed to be to the fortrefs, in order to render probable that the fliot Ihould have 
proceeded thence, the more impoflible do we make it that the ball fliould have taken an 
horizontal diredlion; for it muft not be forgotten that the ionvchoiFrcdericjL'in is on the 
fuinmit of a perpendicular rock, and the fituation of Charles the plain, near a craggy 
rock, at the end of the Governor’s garden. If the fliot therefore had come whether 
from a cannon, mufquct, or carbine, fired from a great eminence, it could not move in 
an horizontal direction, to ftrike a point fituated below it; perhaps it may be faid that 
the courfe of the ball was changed by Ariking Ibmewhcrc, as occafionaliy happens; but 
this obje£tion becomes a nullity, when we confidcr that it pierced every obAacle, fiiat- 
tered the parts it encountered, which arc precifely the hardcA in the whole head, and 
•that it neceffarily muA have gone through either the neck or the jaw, if it hud not taken 
its direSion in a pcrfeftly Araight line. The hat of <lharles affords a new proof 
of the ball paAing out at the temple, fince the hole is beneath the button, unlefs, indeed^ 
the King w'orc it a la Pandoure, with the button on the right, in which cafe the hole 
would have been much enlarged by the curious, as Mr. Cose obi’erves iu his firA 
travels. 

Second reficBion —^Not only did the ball traverfe in a horizontal direefion, but alfo 
from the right temple to the left: let us fee if this be probable. According to all ac¬ 
counts the King w'as examining the enemy’s batteries, Aanding, and his head fupported 
on his hands. Mr. Coxe indeed makes him to be feated on a wooden chair whicli was 
fiiew'n him; as this by no means changes the pofition of the head of the King, wc fliall 
pafs lightly over this opinion which nobody ever gave before. The King then was in 
front of the batteries, and as his bufinefs there was to examine them, it cannot be pro- 
famed that he would for that purpofe prefent the fide of his face, or if it be admitted 
that the form of one of the batteries abfolutcly made a right angle with a line from the 
middle of the King’s forehead, in fuch cafe, in the firA place, the trenches muA have 
been opened fo as to be liable to enfilade, and in addition the batteries have formed a 
perfeft femi-circle; both 'thefe fuppofitions are inadmiflible; the Swedifii engineers were 
no novices j the place w;as attacked in fuch a manner, that, but for the death of the King, 
it muA have been taken in a few days ; and the Danes for certainty had no batteries 
fronting each other in their fi)rtreffes: fo that in any cafe the King might have fronted 
the batteries without expofing his fide to any, as there is no doubt but he did. 

Third refieclion.-Ax is plain from the blood on the glove of the right hand, and on 
the fword-belt, that the King firA put his hand to the wound, and afterwards on his 
fword, which he even drew half from thefcabbard. The firA movement is inAindivej 
nature engages us to place the hand where pain is felt. But the fecond fuppofes re- 
fieftion ; and however rapid the aClion, it appears to us not the elFeO; of chance; it 
evinces a determination to repel an aggrcAion. We appeal to Mr. Coxe ; would he, 
in the trenches, exppfed to continual fire, if he felt himfelf • Aruck, would he lay his 
hand on his fword: many officers have feen fimilar events in trenches, can they cite an 
example of a Angle man attempting to'drawhis fword againA a cannon-ball, or the burA- 
ing of a bomb ? It feems to us that this fa£l has been much top Aightly noticed, as from 
due examination it feems important. 

Fourth reJJciiion.—~Tbe mafk of Aucco, which we mention as well as Mr. Cqjt^ ex¬ 
tends only to the extremities of the temples j but the wound is left vifible on the right 
fide j why was it not alfo on the left ? The temple torn away, the bones Aiattered, no- 
thing of Uils is marked on the plaAer: would it be raAinels to imagine that this Aiam 

8 affixture 
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affixture was only placed there to prevent the curious from making the fame refleSlions 
that we do now, reflexions refulting from the verbal procefe entirely, fince no author 
has ever fpoken of the efieX of the ball ? If to this be added the epoch at which this 
mafk was moulded, the Ihort time elapfed from the event, it will readily be conceived 
that this precaution was ufed from a formal refolutioii to make no perquifition after the 
origin of his death, as has been proved by the event. 

Let us now examine upon whom our fufpicions ought to fall, fince, from this exa¬ 
mination, in our opinion, we may gather, if not the certainty, at leaft the poffibility of 
afeertaining the afl'afiination. It has been noticed before that Siquier was generally fuf- 
peXed, and it will be allowed from all -the relations wc cite, that it was not without 
fome rcafon : M. de Voltaire in attempting to juftify him but increafes it; we think 
that he ought not for the honour of Siquier to have made public this phrafe, fo highly 
extraordinary: / could have killed the King, but fuch was my refpeSl, that if I had been 
difpofed, I yet could not have dared: that is to fay that if he had lefs refpeded him, he 
could have done the deed. What language! be could, he fays, have killed hint ; but is 
there an aide dc camp of a King with the army, who might not kill him even ten times 
a day ? and was it ever known to come in the mind of any fuch to fay he could have killed 
him ? This phrafe appears to us fomething more than aukward in his mouth, at leaft 
it is far from any poffible juftification. M. de Voltaire fays, that Siquier died poor. 
Without fpeaking again of an anfwer to this objeXion, the example of many might be 
quoted, who, in the courfe of a few years, have expended enormous fums, furas more 
than adequate to the remuneration of thegreateft crimes. As for the third objeXion of 
M. de Voltaire it is rather an evidence againft Siquier; that he hinifelf related the cir- 
cumfiances; for Siquier knew well enough that the ball did not weigh half a pound, 
that it was impoflible to introduce three fingers into the wound, and that his eyes were 
not forced out of their fockets: he could not be ignorant of thefe matters, fince he was 
upon the fpot, and faw the body of the King recently after the event He had there¬ 
fore a vety formal intention to difguife the truth ; would he have aXed thus if the fhot 
had truly come from the citadel, and if he had not had very cogent motives for putting 
fuch conftruXion on his death ? We fee Siquier take the King’s hat and carry it imme¬ 
diately to the Prince of Heffe ; why take his hat ? If he had fimply to announce the 
death of the King what need was there of a fpeaking proof? It would have been be¬ 
lieved without that. We fliall add to thefe obfervations an anecdote, but little known, 
which we have from good authority. “ Sequier, upon his arrival, found the Prince of 
Heffe about to fit down to table, wafhing his hands in a golden ewer: upon learning 
the death of Charles, he immediately made a prefent of the ewer to Siquier, no doubt 
as an acknowledgment of the value of the information.” Such a prefent, in our fancy, 
would have been more properly beftowed on the bearer of intelligence of a viXory. 
Thefe details do not juftify Siquier, but they are evidence, not againft him alone t- We 
lay no ftrefs on the circumftance of almoft^ all the well-informed Swedes coinciding with 
us in opinion as to the affaffihation, becaufe conjeXtires are not faXsj blit we think we have 

* He i« even wiiliout excufe, fince Counts Lieven and Carlberg who had feen the body of the KiVg. aa 
well as him, affirm pofitively (according to Mr. Coise in his lirll travels) that the Ihot proceeded.cither 
from a mulket or a pillol. What tends further to criminate Siquier. is his midating the faA fo as to dv 
away with the idea of his being afiaffinated-. ’Could a murderer, we aile, or the accomplice of a murder, do- 
more. , 

t This is not the only example which might be fonnd in modern liiftory of a fovereign; a frightful fuf- 
picion of whom would have tarniffied the metnory, but that the fplendour of a long reign has caufed it to 
be forgot. 


thrown- 
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thrown as much light as poflible on an event which will never be known for certain. Our 
readers will appreciate the arguments pro and contra, and will judge for themfelves. 
We are very bold in daring to contradift Mr. Cojce, who is convinced that Charles was 
(truck by a fmall bail, becaufc from the neared badion, he was not more than from five 
to fix hundred yards didant; and who, fiirther on, is Jure that the King was lulled by a 
ball from the citadel, and boldly.contradi^s the afl'ertions of thofe who -pretend that he 
could not be within mufquet (hot; a pofition which nobody of fenfe has ever maintained 
for the :caufes formerly afligned. We are not fo pofitive of our aflumption : we expole 
our doubts. Mr. Coxe may be in the right j it is very poilible he may be wrong. 


Chap. XVIII. — Morals of the Swedes. — Religion. Laws. — Government. — Taxes. 

OF all the nations in Europe, that which, on account of its morals, deferves the 
highed rank, is incontedibly the Swedilh nation. The people are naturally good, vir.> 
tuous, and attached to their religion, and their .Sovereign. Probity is general among 
them. In 1790 we met with waggons laden with the knapfacks of the foldiers who 
-died in Finland; they were efcorted by a certain number'of country people, who were 
relieved at fucceffive dages. They were on their way to Scania, that is to fay the ex¬ 
tremity of the kingdom, for the purpofe of redoring to the relatives of the deceafed, 
the efi^s they had left behind them. Frequently have we left our carriage open in the 
high road for hours together, both by day and night, but never did we mifs a finglc ar- 
tide. If any thing can tempt a Swede to appropriate to himfelf the property of another, 
it is brandy, the love of which is at its height with them; it would be dangerous to leave 
it within his reach; for frequently the temptation is too drong for his honody. In this 
charader of the people we (peak of the country alone, the cities being as corrupt as they 
are found elCewhere, 

The Swedes are not covetous: they are evtr content with what you give them, and 
oftentimes a(k nothing for their fervices. They are fober in every other particular, 
brandy excepted. This lamentable habit begins in infancy, and may be regarded as 
one of thecaufes of the depopulation of Sweden. We have feen children, nine or tcMi 
years of age, drink fuch large glalTes of brandy as we ourfelves never could compafs *. 

The conditution of the fair fex is frigid ; there is, neverthelefs, no dearth of libcr- 
finifm in great towns; there it begins fometimes earlier than at twelve years of age, and 
IS carried to excefs until eighteen or twenty; the young folks then become prudent, 
-thatIs to fay, confine themfelves to one lover, and after fome years marry, commonly 
to great advantage, the men not regarding in the lead their former way of life. 

R'om fo much debauchery prevailing, it is not furprifing that venereal complaints 
Ihould be common, as they are; and what is more unfortunate, there is fcarcely one 
manjn Sweden, on whom you can depend on occafion. 

The habit of drinking, far from being peculiar to the common people, prevails among 
the higher clafles. We are forry to have to confefs that it is not unufual to fee great 
noblemen occafionally on rifmg froiti table unfit for ferious avocations. I'his defeat 
does not, however, diminifh their other good qualities, (for they are polite, afiedionate, 
and engaging,) it is rather to be regarded as a viqp peculiar to the country than to in¬ 
dividuate, a vice, which, however, would be better tedd afide. Some travellers pretend 

* The glab of brandy it called >0^; the of the French; the rWnieft of tlvcGermant ; cur fup 

jf i/rr, or Jomtb'mg to drink your honour. 

that 
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that women, as well as men, drink brandy before their meals; this is falfe. In Sweden, 
as in other countries, brandy is the beverage of none but a certain clafs of females, and 
is not ufed in good company. 

The eftablilhed religion of Sweden is the confeffion of Auglbourg, without any varU 
ation. ' All religions are tolerated freely. There are more than two thoufand catholics 
at Stockholm (where they .have a church), and within the kingdom at lead fix thou¬ 
fand : many families are eilabliflied in Finland, and come to Stockholm once every 
year or two to fulfif their duties. 

We mud mention the Skevikare, who inhabit the fmall illand, WcrniJauH, near 
Stockholm. I'liey are a remnatit of thofe fedaries who, from a fcrupulofity of con- 
fcience, feceded from the Swedifli church in 1738. In the beginning, as they affeded 
to continue public wor/hip, the facraments, and particularly prielhs, they necefl'arily drew 
upon thcmfelves a perfecution, which even extended to banifliing them the kingdom; 
but in 1746 they were permitted to form an eflablilhment in the ifland of Wermdceun, 
where they bought the eftate of Skevikf whence they are called Skevikurc. There i.** 
much whimficality in their dodrine, but their lives are virtuous. 

The Swedes are better informed than the people of other nations: all the country 
people, without exception, know how to read; hence Guilavus 111 . whom nothing 
efcaped, and who was reafonably apprehetifive of the effed which news from France 
might have among them, forbid any notice, wdiether favourable or otherwife, of pur re¬ 
volution to be taken by the Swedilh Gazetteers ; he confidercd he was rendering his 
fubieds an eflential fervice in keeping them entirely ignorant of the fubjetf. 

The code of laws now followed, were digefted in the reign of Frederic I. They are 
clear, wife, and precife: in civil adions each party pays his own coHs, the lofer never 
being condemned with all colls. The criminal l^ws are humane, as they ought to be in 
a country where great crimes are extremely uncommon. No perfon accufed can fuffer 
death without confeffing his crime. Criminals fentenced to die are beheaded. There 
is a latin tranflation of the Swedilh code of laws, in quarto. 

The preface of the law of Upland, ameliorated and publilhed by Birger, fon of Mag¬ 
nus, in 1205, begins thus : 

“ God himfclf made the lirll laws, and fent them to his people by his fervant Mofes, 
the firlt great Judge of his people: fo, likewife, the powerful King of Sweden, and 
Gothia Byrghir, fon of King Magnus, fends this book of the precepts of Viger, and the 
laws of Upland, to all thofe dwelling between the fea, the river Soeva, CEudmorda (the 
northern forelt). 

“ Laws Ihould be pronounced and executed fo|* the government of all, the rich as well 
as the poor; to diftinguilh what is juft, and what unjuft. It ought to be obferved and 
pronounced for the protection of the poor j the peace of the wife; it lliould exift for 
the beneBt of the innocent and virtuous man, and as a bar to the criminal and wicked. 
The country ought to be governed by law, and not by violence; for that country is al¬ 
ways in a good ftate in which the laws are obferved: if all men were jull there w’oul J 
be no need of laws. 

“ The firft inftltutor of thefe laws vras Viger Spa (that is to fay the wife), a pagan in 
the time of paganifm; he was fent by King Ingiard. What we have found in his col- 
leflion applicable to every body, we (hall tranferibe into this book ; wliat is not appli¬ 
cable, and too harlh, (ball omit: what was unknown to the pagans, that is to fay, chrif- 
tian andecclefiaftical law, we (hall add at the beginning of this book; and in this law 
lhall follow our anceftors, Eric the Holy, Byrghir Jart (that is to fay Duke Byrghir), 
and King Magnus; but. in what thereto is added or omitted, we fliall follow our own 
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mature deliberation, with that of our fenators, which all wife men will applaud: thk is 
compofed for the ufe of all dwelling as we have defcribed. 

“ This bo*k of the law was made and written in the year from the birth of God 1295; 
the learned lords who follow being prefent;—M. Andre, Provoft of Upfal; M. Rceud- 
KoculdorlTon ; M. Bendifl-Bofon ; Ulvcr LagmanlTon; Hagbarder dc Suderby ; An¬ 
dre deForckarleby; Thorften deSambran d’Atrundalande; M. Philippe de Runeby ; 
Jlakan, the great provincial Judge; Eikil-Skielghi, Sighurd the Judge; Jowan Gafa- 
bogher de Fiedhundraland ; Ulver d’Oldmftum ; Gotric and Ulridin, Judges ; befides 
thefe, the greater part of the learned of the three diftricfs of Upland, as well judges as 
feudatories were fummoned, and all gave their confent to this law, which Byrger the 
great judge caufed to be tranfcribcd in this book, according to the advice of all thofe 
before-mentioned. 

“ We, Byrghir, by the grace of God, King of Sweden and Gothia, falute all thofe 
who fliall fee this letter, with the falutation of God, and his own,” &c. 

N. B. It is difficult to tranflatc into the French language, and preferve the energy of 
the ancient Swedilh laws; the Latin language is better adapted for expreffion; add to 
which the language of thefe laws is widely different from that at prefent ufed in Swe¬ 
den, fo much fo that few of the learned are able to comprehend and appreciate the va¬ 
lue of the words. 

Torture was aboliflied by Guftavus III.; another benefit conferred on Sweden by this 
Prince. 

It does not form any part of our plan to fpeak at large of governments ; we fliall 
only fay that the government of Sweden appears to us more perfeft, than thofe the moll 
extolled, as to the manner in which the nation is reprefented at the diets; the peafantry 
forms a fourth order in the flate ; this is the only great country in Europe where the 
cultivator is looked upon as fomebody*. It might be poffible to correct fome abufes 
which exift in the mode of eledion of the peafants, and the number of members at the 
diet, but here the adage may be applied; the bejl isJiill a foe to good. The Swedes, con¬ 
tent with enjoying a conftitution preferable to that of other people, tolerate the fmall 
number of abufes by which it is accompanied; they fear damaging the trunk in lopping 
the branches. The real, and poffibly the only abufe, in the Swedifli conftitution, is, 
that it is impoffible for the King to keep where he is placed by it; but this is an evil 
without a remedy; the fovereign, in a monarchical and hereditary ftate, muft neceffarily, 
in procefs of time, affume an afcendency over the other powers, of whatfoever defcrip- 
tion they may bef. Wherefore, as this evil is infinitely fmaller than that of being go¬ 
verned by an eledive King, we prefer the Swediih conftitution, which, we regard as 
being moft free from faults of any that we know. 

The taxes are numerous, and even burthenfome m the cities; yet do they produce 
but an inconfiderable fum; the total revenue of the ftate not amounting to more than 
thirty-three millions of livres. 

Every poft under the government is liable to a certain tax, fuch perfons as hold fe- 
veral, pay but on one, but that is always the moft confidecable. Thofe who have the 
title without being aftually employed, pay double. 

* The fanae pradicc exifts in the Tyrol, a fmall province belonging to the Emperor. In France'we 
conceived the people were reprefented by giving a double rcprefentaiion to the tint t/at, a* If lawyers, doc¬ 
tors, and coffee-houfe politicians, were the people. What an abfurdity ! - ' 

f If he does not auume this afcendancy he will be overwhelmed j there is for him no mean ; wherefore, 
in order to diiUagHilh wbkh of the two be preferable, let a look be call on the relative fituationiof England 
and France. 

6 t 
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The taxes confift i. of a perfonal tax; a. of an impoft on appointments, revenues, 
and funds producing income; 3. a tax on windows, luxury, horfes, and carriages, fu- 
perfluous fervants, lilk furniture, gilding, and watches, (thefe latter taxes were laid on 
by the diet of 1789, and the others at the fame time encreafed;) 4. on filk* dreffes, 
fnuff, and tobacco, for the maintenance of the King's different palaces, the parliaments, 
and the fund of the college of pbyficians. • 

There exifts a book on the imports, granted by the ftatesat the diet of 1789; they 
were granted until the next fertions, without fixing any time. We are ignorant if that 
held at Gefle in 1792 has occafioned any change. 


Chap. XX.— Population. —- Commerce. 

SWEDEN and Finland fill a large fpace of country; neverthelefs, they contain no 
more than three millions of people. The nature of the foil frequently unfit for culti¬ 
vation ; its numerous forefl's, and the feverity of the climate in its northern parts, all 
concur to the want of population in Sweden. The frequent ufe of brandy, which we 
before have noticed, is another caufe of diminifhing the number of hs inhabitants, from 
the great number of viftims who die before they reach maturity, or who, if they live, 
remain in confcquence unfit for procreation. But this is a misfortune which we mull 
be fatisfied to lament; we confider this fhocking habit too deeply rooted to allow of 
eradication; it is too inveterate among the nations of the north. We have witneffed 
the diforders of which the populace were guilty, upon the King’s prohibiting the peafan- 
try from dirtilling their own brandy j nobody can deny that his motive was good, or 
that in a country in want of grain, it is abfurd to confume a part thereof in brandy; ne- 
verthclefs he could not fucceed, and has felt himfelf obliged to leave the abufe uncor- 
reded. 

The commerce of Sweden is very inconfiderable, and for fome years back has been in 
its dis-favour. Its articles of merchandize are iron, (the mod important,) copper, deals, 
pitch, herrings, allum, &c. The following tables will give a perfed idea of the ftate 
of its trade. 

Its annual importation of raw and clayed fugars, amounts to from two to three mil¬ 
lion pounds weight; the price regulated by the markets at Bourdeaux, as well as the 
the price of refined fugar by that of Hamburgh. 

One great abufe exifts in this country, which is the facility that bad-intentioned men 
have of becoming bankrupts j his account once rendered, the infolvent gives himfelf 
no more uneafinefs} it will readily be feen how difeouraging this muft be to a certain 
clafs of men, and for our parts we are at lofs to conceive how an abufe of fuch magni¬ 
tude can be fufl'ered any longer to exift. 

* The fumptuary lawa forbid the wearing of coloured filk, and are obferved. The common drefs in filk 
is black, with, in a court drefs, an addition of flame-coloured filk banks. The fumptuary laws, with re- 
fpeft to the number of diihet allowed to be fervrd up at table, are Icfs rigoroufly regarded. Wc hate, 
however, been prefent at entertainments at which they were obferved. 
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A general Account of the Number of Ships belonging to each 

Town, with their Tonnage as given in 1787. 

Towns. 

No. 

of 

Vcflela 

Under 
too 
• ^Tous. 

Above 

100 

Tons. 

Of 500 
Tons and 
upwards. 

Total 

Tonnage, 

Bioeurnebourg, • 

Borgo, 

Brahcftadt, 

Bofludt, 

Calmar, 

Carlfcrona, 

Carlfliam, 

Chriftincclladt, 

Chriftianftadt, 

Cembritfham, 

Ekinues, 

Engelliolm, 

Falkenberg, 

Gottciiburg, 

Gcflc, 

Gamla Caricby, 

Halmlladt, 

Hfliingbourg, 

Helfingfure, 

Hudwickwall, - 

Hernofaiid, 

Hallandflan, 

Jacobftadt, 

KungUeli, 

Kongbacka, 

Knllen{?;ono, 

LandFrana, 

Louifa, 

Laholin, 

Malmoc, 

Marftrand, 

Nycarleby, 

Norkioeuping, 

NykioEuping, 

Nyiladt, 

Poflcallawick, 

J’iteo, 

Skanor, 

Stockholm. 

Stromftadt, 

Sundfwall, 

Sccudcrham. 

Torneo, 

Uddewalla. 

UJcoberg, 

Umci, 

Warberg, ^ 

Wafa or Kaflc, 

Wefterwik, 

Wifljy, 

Yftadt, 

Abo, 

CEurebro, 

CEuregruiid. 

Oftammar, 

JO 

3 

6 

9 

49 

46 

41 

5 

z 

I 

JO 

I 

z 

zoo 

16 

24 

JO 

JO 

4 

JO 

6 

j 

j 

15 ■ 

K 

I 

33 

I 

z 

33 

3 

J 

I 

z 

4 

259 

J J 

I 

J 

z 

74 

zz 

4 

18 

7 

35 

7 * 

35 

24 

I 

19 

I 

845 
- 44 f 
335 ? 
490 .J, 
3,615 

2^049/ 

J >979 ", 

299 i 
504 re 

945 s 
26 

’ 3 !- 

l6r\> 

4 ,o 6 vJ-i 

656 

j, 076 ” 
344 T 
434 

182 ' 
281 1 

*53 

706 

487 

22 

1,0744 
633 r«- 

29 i 

*^733 

26 

2^327 J 
*53 i 

40 

60 

j6i 

*7,698^2 
775 tf 

1Z4 

1341 

4.992 * 
528 

203 

i,5io| 

219 

2.983 4 
4.7584^ 
2.027 1 
1.778 4 

62 

*^353 i 

60 

546 

4'2 

742 4 

3.739 i 

644 

727 

1 

8,920; 

2.545'0 
3.382 
264 • 

*.555 

994 

1,266 

2j8 

7421 

230 

2,265 

^ 2<f 

25,696; ? 

636 
2.396?; 
4.283? 
5101- ; 

i, 790 i 

*.*79 

926 

220 

*344 

890'} 

7.274 

582 

*.*03 

552 

5 .J 79 vi 

t 

700 

• 

1.762 

*.39* 

956 4 

1,078 

490 

3.615 T 

6,679 ? 
2,623 T 
1,086 -I 

504 

36 

945 J 

1 26 1 

1 * 34 1 

‘'>. 9 "C' "i 1 

6,612 ^ j 

4,038 

'.341 45 
344 ; 
2,569 

182 j- 

1.275 4 

■ *53 
*.972 

705 

22 

38 

1.074 t 
*.436 

29 4 

2.475 ! 

26 

782 

4.582 ? 

*53 4 

40 

60 

524 

i6i 

48.574 -/n 

775 ts 

*24 

*34 t 

636 

8,089 ? 

6,007 5 

7*3 1 

1.5*0 * 

2,009 4 

41.62 1 

56.84 

22,47 

48.84 5 

62 

1.353 4 

60 


IZZ4. 

79 .* 384 ?, 

68 ,8 i6 *> 

*9.239” 

*67,195 r"w 
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Ine fummary Account of the Commerce of Sweden with the different 




Powers of Europe in 1785. 





Exports. 


1 , 

1 Imports. 



I” Fiench money 24 


j In French 

money 24 j 



livres to t!ie Pound 


livres to the Pound | 


* 

fterliiig. 



fiorling. 


1 



I.ivres Sous 

i^en. 


l.ivres 

Sous 

Den. 

T ■> France, 


10,986,799 11 

10 

From Franco, 

7,706,781 

17 

TO 

Fnglarid, 



0 

England, 

3,081,469 

0 

0 

Holland, 


2,394,602 7 

6 

Holland, 

376 

*5 

2 

Spain, 

( 



Spam, 1 



Porui^-rfl, 

3 , 8 t, 6 ,! 4 .i •" 

0 

1 Portugal, > 

3 -t 5 < 5.'53 

>7 

0 

It.ilj, 

) 



; Italy, 3 



Ituliia, 


r 

3 

Rullia, 

7.153.476 

10 

3 

D-nm- 




Denmark, ■] 



- 

* >t 

’•'uliu ana 

} 

10,608,993 4 

0 

Poland, 1 

PrulTia, and | 

14.343,618 

7 

6 

jr. -nanyf 

) 



Germany, j 




Total value of 

Ex -7 

37,360,875 0 


Tolp’ value of Im- 7 

37.134,876 



•'Oits fiom Sweden, j 

7 

ports in .Sweden, j 

7 

7 


Balance of Trade between Sweden and ~^her Countries. 




I.ivies 

Sous 

Den. 



1 Livres 

Sous 

Den. 

France, 





Sweden exports ^ 

.4OVC her imports, 

3,280 017 

14 

0 

England, 





do. 

do. 

5,262,820 



Holland, 





do. 

do. 

701,225 

12 

4 

Spain, "i 

Portugal, and 

Italy, J 

[ 




do. 

do. 

729,988 

0 

0 

Rullia, the imports ex- i 
cfcd the exports by, J 
St. Batthvilomew, 
Denmark, 

[ 

f 

6 ) 0 ' 3.436 

10 

6 

do. 

do. 

321,568 

10 

0 

Poland, { 

Pruflia, and j 

Germany, J 

The Ealt India Com- { 

- 

3 ./ 34 .( 

> 

0 

i 

0 




pany, \ 

Profit of Freiirht to 7 


1 3 to 

1 C 

0 

i 

1 





the Swedes j 


■ 



From one foreign port to another, 

600,000 

0 

0 


1 






10,895,628 

16 

4 






Balance tothedifadvantage of Sweden, 

2.1 ‘ 1.943 

7 

2 



13,907,572 

3 

6 

• 


12,907,572 

3 

6 


Table 
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Table of Exports from Stockholm 

in the Years 1786, 

1790, and 1792 





1786. 

1790. 

1792. 

!) in bars, 

183,942 Schip, 17 Lifp. 

222,382 Schip. 

4 

Idl'p. 

209,060 Schip. 

10 

Lifp. 

in fmall bars, flat, round, &c. 

18,417 do. 17 

llo. 

19,290 do. 

I 

do. 

5,888 

do. 

7 

do. 

chors, 

194 do. 4 

do. 

867 do. 

>3 

do. 

361 

do. 

2 

do. 

incd iron, &c. 

37 do. 16 

do. 

2 do. 

7 

do. 

.39 

do. 



inon, 

4,226 do. 14 

do. 

541 do. 

1.3 


4,017 

do. 

4 

do, 

1. 

273 do. 2 

do. 

265 do. 

6 

do. 





t iron, 

195 do. 12 

do. 

207 do. 


do. 

7.39 

do. 

17 

do. 

n plates, 

4,867 do. 3 

do. 

4,144 do. 

4 

do. 

2,017 

do. 

1.5 

do. 

Is, . _ - ^ - 

481 do. 6 

do. 

1,070 do. 

7 

do. 


do. 

5 

do. 

iflied iron ware. 

439 rix-dol. 


241 rix-dol. 







el. 

4,232 fchip. 


2,948 fchip. 

11 

IITp. 

*• 5'7 

do. 

19 

do. 

jpcr, wrought, 

925 rix-doh 


61 rix-dol. 







refined or pure, 

2,574 fchip. 2 

liTp. 

3,148 fchip. 

13 lifp. 

1..319 

do. 

16 

do. 

in plates or coined. 

1,109 do. 9 

do. 

1,730 do. 

5 

do. 

108 

do. 

6 

• do. 

in fiieets. 

248 do. 11 

do. 

833 do. 

16 

do. 





fs, 

3,311 do. 14 

do. 

2,762 do. 

6 

do. 

96 

do. 

2 

do. 

im, 

1,876 do. 5 

do. 

888 do. 

14 

do. 

1,556 

do. 

7 

do. 

riol and copperas, 

621 do. 6 

do. 

187 do. 

8 

do. 

¥9 

do. 




40,241 tons 





3 > 7 i 3 

do. 



r, 

232 barrels 


169 barrels 







rrings and fardlnes. 

5,013 tons 


5,068 tons 



2,211 

tons 



rring oil, 






86 

do. 



:h, • 

12,924 do. 


11,140 d». 



13.738 

do. 



f * • 

75,661 do. 


95,464 do. 



59.479 

do. 



1 ochre. 

1,059 


},8oo fchip. 



6n fchip. 

17 lifp. 

ds, Icfs than 11 inch thick, 










of I finch, 



2,085 dozen 



21,113 

deals 



lefs than 2 inches thick. 

26,700 deals 









from 2 to 2f do. 

348,744 do. 









3 inches do. 



6,172 do. 







lare timber and fpars. 

1,202 pieces 


386 pieces 



1,021 pieces 



)ftan bars. 

303 dozen 


136 dozen 







)k and globes, to the value of 

1,540 rix.dQl. 


603 rix-dol. 







niture, do. 

1,902 do. 


3,-’25 do. 







ought lilver, do. 

717 do. 


1,210 do. 







rocco leather and ikins, do. 

14,011 do. 


8,907 do. 







tches and clocks, do. 

1,045 do. 









en clothes, do. 

2,272 do. 








1 

?8 and fads, do. 



973 rix-dol, 







8| • ■ 

174 tons 










1,367 cafes 









an, • - 



1,303 pieces 







apowder, - 






5 ” 

barrels. 



ious merchandize, t9 the value of 

9,315 rix-dol. 


3,600 rix-dul. 








A Table 
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A Table of the Imports into Stockholm in the Years 1786, 1790, and 1792. 


Oats, - - tom 

Wheat, - - do, 

Barley, - - do 

Malt, - - do, 

Rye, ■ - - do 

Peas, • . do. 

Grits, . . do. 

Wheat flour, . - Kfp. 

Rye do. - - tons 

Arrack, - • awms 

White thread ribbons. 

Lead, - • fchip. 

Litharge, - • lbs. 

Pencils, to the value of • rix-dol. 

Cotton, - - lbs. 

Brandy, - - awms 

Canibrick, - • ells 

Ducats, - - 

Cabillao, - • tons 

Dried cod, - • fchip. 

do. dried diSerently, • • do. 

Ling, - - do. 

Herrings, . - tons 

Dried fiflj, - - do. 

Stockfilh, • - do. 

Whalebone, - - lbs. 

Feathers, - - do. 

Sweet oranges, - - No. 

Lemons, * • do. 

Seville Oranges, - - do. 

Apples, - - tons 

Alum, - lifp. 

Prulfian blue, - - lbs. 

Other blue, “ - do. 

Cerufe, - • do. 

Brazil wood, » > do. 

Cennabar, - - do. 

Cocheneal • - do. 

Pernambuco wood, - do. 

Gallnuts, > do. 

'Gum, • - rix'dol. 

Indigo, > - lbs. 

Colours, - - do. 

Carding machines, > rix>dol. 

Red chalk, > > lbs. 

White do. - - tons 

Vermillion, - • lbs. 

Roucou, a perfumed cake from Cayenne, nx>dol. 

Potalh, ■* • lbs* 

Sandal wood, • - rix.dol. 

Shumuck, - . lbs. 

Verdigreafe, « . do. 

Umber (colour), - do. 

Vau, (do.) ' - - do. 


1786. 

1790. 

1792. 

s 5,176 

5.411 

318 

47.437 

11.454 

*3.947 

72,983 

64,768 

32.733 

31,106 

41.716 

43.133 

192,530 

123,930 

59.689 

1,836 

11.349 

2,001 

316 

258 

114 

2,326 

34 

47 

5 

I'*- 

294 

35 

63 

127 

397 

318 

357 

897 

1.508 

444 

7,291 

969 

1,896 

58 

149 

218 

143,181 

163,159 

* 95 . 21 

86 

4.614 

351 

11,528 

16,255 

43.282 

2,000 

1.554 

750 

37 

67 

19 

4,942 

4.127 

1.503 


39 

7 

822 

1,012 

745 

2,111 

2,216 

4,899 

20 

3 

10 

352 

338 

196 

2,449 


3.117 

140 

44 

337 

20,140 

31,460 

24.550 

206,437 

342,909 

337.662 

20,890 

22,595 

42,630 

846 

521 

1.059 

94 

68 

88 

99 

192 


3.762 

7,982 

10,076 

111,396 

142,728 

120,879 

133.481 

74,488 

119.159 

2,216 

1,811 

1,864 

4.057 

3.250 

5,788 

55.567 

26,066 

48,738 

7.589 

21,657 

55.653 

3.694 

3.179 

2.325 

39.136 

25.819 

58.549 

57.309 

39.909 

161 

63,303 

*.377 

773 

*.969 ‘ 

,314 

525 

560 

6,041 

• 367 

9.950 

786 

651 

1.703 

2,6io 

5.594 

559 

476 

941 : 

*1.077 

3.900 

26^46 

771 

1.859 

4.465 

V 3 

522. 

774 

609 

430 

290 
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Table-^continued. j 

Vitriol, . - lbs. 

Soap, . . . do. 

i’lants for cxtradlion of colour, rix-dol. 

Colours, - - lbs. 

Ye low <r()lour, - - do. 

Calaminaris, - - rix.dol. 

Wliitp cotton thread - - lbs 

Rod do. - - <lo 

Horfc-hair do. - - do. 

Coarfc thread, - - do. 

Dutch do. - - do. 

Plaillcr, - - tons 

Guinea cloths, - - ells 

Pearl barley, - - lbs. 

Rice, - - - do. 

Sago, - - - do 

Hemp, - - fchij). 

Colopluuiium, - - lifp. 

■ Ox hides, - - rix-dol. 

1 Flax, - - * Ichip 

1 Hards of hemp, flax, &c. - do. 

Linen cloth, - - ells 

Sole leather, - - lbs. 

Upper leather, - - do. 

Mineral waters in ftoiic bottles, 
in glafs do. 

Mufliii, - - - ells 

Olive oil, - - cans 

j Hemp oil. - - - awms 

j Linfeed and turnip oil, - do. 

1 Oil of turpentine, . - lbs. 

Blue paper, ■ . - reams 

Brown do. - - do 

Grey do. - - do. 

Writing paper, coarfe, - do. 

grey, finer, - do. 

large, w'hite, - do. 

Pafteboard, - - rix-dol. 

Paper vellum, - - reams 

1 letter, - - do. 

royal, - - do. 

common writing, - do. 

printing, - - do. 

Furs, - - - rix-dol. 

China w’are, - - do. 

Quickfilver, - - lbs 

Salt, - • - - ' tons 

Silk gauzes, - > ells 

Silks, - - ‘ rix-dol. 

Silk, Bologna, - > do. 

flowered, - • . lbs 

fpun, - - do. 

Coin, - - - rix-dol. 

Anife, - - . Ihs. 

Anchovies, . . do. 

Borax, - - do. 

1786. 

1790. 

1792. 

?7 

37.634 

269 

24-.339 

33.>^72 

3,406 

55 ’ 

20,572 

8,120 

27.345 

4«7 

598 

216,215 

614 

84,260 

4-364 
6,3 3 •» 
5»7 

8,814 

2,299 

676 

890 

118,504 
5«7 

’7.274 

14.202 

8,167 

11,426 
91.' 
777 
3 . 3 «« 
230 
167 

.341 

1.334 

36 

76 

486 

3.39 
1,268 - 
24 

3.376 

192 

7.095 

596 

9’5 

”4.554 

15,909 

34.092 

20,385 

714 

13,440 
20,97 ’ 
28,105 
4.116 

I,I 2 Z 

98 

60,624 

1.324 

13.532 

13.176 

4.925 

15.144 

5,601 

.17,081 

942 

45 

253,2.58 

'.935 

86,098 

3,620 

4,655 

255 
5.639 
’•563 

3*54 

752,92c 

164,462 

516 

16,956 

12.177 

7.752 

9,107 

116 
536 
6.399 

43 > 
213 

256 
1,000 

20 

icY) 

55 

48 

1,115 

45 

3 . 44 « 

165 

5,868 

789 

• 3.S50 

107,713 

651 

963 

13.909 

735 

.3.703 

fo,ooo 

>7.057 

3»o63 

467 

433 

75,666 

645 

41.969 
31,063 

3.'72 

27,012 

10,4.36 

3 ’. 44 « 

1,2o8 

548 

59.4.34 i 
623 ; 

185,864 V 
6,548 1 

4,895 i 
33.625 i 

2,889 i 

244 ! 

626 i 
237,107 
3.052 
21,876 

16,988 
55.2 '5 

23.783 

55 

676 

20.970 

354 

156 

630 

2,574 

126 

116 

212 

70 

1,604 

I2t 

'5.902 

600. 

8,160 

a.255 

1,908 
158,646 
25,072 ■ 
777 

24.554 

9,028 

y.6i6 

27,192 

5.358 

869 
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French plumbs, 
Cempbor, 

Millet, 

Cii.nair.oii, 

(Veoa, 

Cofuc, - ■ 

Capers, 

Cardamom, 

Prune 

Cliocolute, 

Lemon juice. 
Citron, candied, 
Cun-ai.ts, 

Fenne', 

Fijrs, 

Ginger, 

I.aurel berries, 
leaves. 
Liquorice, 

Scented waters, 
•^Imotids, 

Niumegs, 

Mace, 

Cloves, 

Sattin, 

Olives, 

Pepper, 

Orange peel, 
Raifons, 

SafTron, 

Milliard, 

Senna, 

Plumbs, 

Turpentine, 

GlaUe's, 

Looking-glaffes, 
Tin-lcat for glares, 

a iirits of wine, 
larcoal. 


Table—poatinued. 


1786. 


4.522 

1,120 

8,031 

8.536 

i , 2'').),298 

2,012 

4 j 2 

26,51;! 

427 

2.658 

636 

15,283 

16,859 

1 5C,.;67 

3 J .775 

5,150 

3,502 

33 . 2*8 

508 

83,472 

896 

527 

429 


cans 

lb.s. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

rix-dol. 

lbs. 

do 

do. 

do. 

ells 

cans 

lbs. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

tons 

lbs. 

do. 

do 

rix-dol. 

do. 

lbs. 

awms 

tons 

rix-dol. 


765 

28,502 

32,967 

505,072 

195 

72 

T,402 

373,606 

20,291 

347 

2,074 

8 o2 

486 

14,227 

90 

1,114,587 

1,210,951 

1,948 

254 

332,626 

2,208 

39 * 

164)38 

1,426 

' 232 

255 

18 
222i 
I,ICO 

21,847 
10,592 


1,044.426 


193.9 19 


354,501 


2,588 

1,923 

12,225 

66 

988 

927,926 

2,304 

457 

27,052 

450 

3,931 

549 
8,333 
12,045 
146 982 
20,467 
2,786 
1,600 
80,084 

2,353 

94,159 

474 

196 

339 

217,443 

811 

22,848 

65,310 

217,732 


472.274 


1.665,774 

1,123,110 


2 


403,041 


VOL. VI 


Table 
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Table—continued. 





1786. 

1790. 

1792. 

French wines. 

, 

• awms 

5 -J 50 

5.-376 

5,661 

Rheiiifti and Mofelle 

wines. 

- do. 

J94 

191 

346 

Spaniftiand Portuguefe do. 

- do. 

162 

230 i 

118 

Vinegar, 

- 

. rix-dol. 

179 

1,177.1 

55 

Drugs, 


lbs. 



1.124 

Books, 


- rix-dol. 


1.955 

6,863 

Porter, 


cans 


3 . 3><2 

5.433 

Lemon peel. 

. 

lbs. 


1,886 


Flints, 


. pieces 


232,000 

209.000 

Diftilled oils. 

• 

- lbs. 


292 


Sugar in loaves. 


- do. 


186,05' 

202,113 

Antimony, 

- 

do. 



4.400 

Oil of vitriol. 

. - 

do. 

1 


9.131 


Chap. XX.-—Trade in Iron, Steeh Copper, Brafs, Money, Weights, and Mca^ 

fares of Sweden, 

IRON is the moft important branch of Swedifli commerce, its exports thereof 
amounting to three hundred thoufand fchippunds, at the fmallcft computation, being 
about three-fourths of the annual produQiion of the mines. 

The iron warehoufe at Stockholm is fituated near the fouthern flood-gates, where 
the communication takes place between the lake Mccler and the fea; it is an immenfc 
building, as may readily be imagined when remembered, that all the iron embarked at 
Stockholm is depofxted there. Perlbns finding themfelves prefled for money, can bor¬ 
row of the bank upon their iron; the bars pledged are, on luch occafions, tied together 
with a firing, which is fealed, and cannot be removed until difengaged by repayment. 


Statement of fuch forges as work fifteen hundred fchippunds of iron and upwards. 


Places or names of the forges. 


Quantity 
worked ill 
fchippunds. 


Quality. 


Axmar in Geilricia, 
Malengtbo in Dalecarlia, 
Bakhammar in Weftmania, 
Boggo if Weftmania, 
Forlbackain Geftricia, 
Wcllenfberg in Ncricia, 
Watolraa in Upland, 
Byorkbom I 

and >in Vermcland, 
Bocufers, J 
Lafena, Nericia, 
Gammelbo in Weftmania, 
Wirfljo, idem, 
l.arlbo ill Dalccarlia, 
Engcllberg in Weftmania, 
Forfinark in Upland, 
Maroker in- Hclfingia, 


1,500 

I, 500 

J. 750 

2,127 

1,600 

1,800 

2,000 



good and inferior, 
inferior, 
do. 
good, 
do. 


2,070 


inferior, breakswhen hot. 


I, 748 
2,875 

J. 725 

2,200 

X.S39 

*.«75 

*.475 


good, 

inferior, 

good, 

inferior, 

good, 

do. 

breaks when hot. 


No. of 
hammers. 

Proprietors. 

2 

Beppen and Schiiikcll, 

2 

Madame Ehrcnhielm. 

2 

Jacob Rorafell. 

3 

Madame Byuggren. 

2 

M. Nordin. 

2 

M. E. Hoffftcii. 

3 

Count Brahe. 

3 

M. Robfamfon. 

2 

M. HaufiofT. 

4 

HeiknfclKEulds. 

2 

Baron Silverfclioeiild. 

4 

3 

Terfmeden. 

Sceuderhiflm; 

4 

3 

Upla. 

Werenberg. 


Tabic 
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Table—continued. 



Places or names of the forges. 

Quantity 
worked in 
fchi])punds. 

Quality. 

No. of 
hammers 

Proprietors. 

Graiiinge in ngermania, 

2,000 

inferior, breaks when hot. 

3 

ClaAoiis. 

Giino, 1 

Komccus, >■ Upland, • 






good and very good, 

7 

Jjcfcbvre. 

Robersfors, J 




I' iiioker in Wellmaiiia, 

>.94.1 

good, 

.3 

The family of Ferfcn. 

Kililaiors, Hcllingia, 

2,000 

inferior. 

3 

M. Setona. 

Graveiidalil, Daiccarlia, 

2450 


4 

Tin; family of Graves. 

I.ocfta,. Upland, 

9 to J 0,000 

good. 

6 

diaries cle tJeer. 

Hals'efors in Nericia, 

i >725 

good, very good, 
inferior, 

2 

Senior Falkeubergs. 

Uiuiterby, Upland, 

5 to 6,000 

4 

CErill. 

I.ocgdccu and Logfors, Mod. 

1,525 

do. 

2 

M. Kraps 

Ololsfons, Angermania, 

2,000 

do. 

3 

Paulii and Sinaroeus. 

Koikis, i'inland, 

Okciby, Upland, 

1,500 

good, 

2 

HaU'elgrenar. 

2,000 

inferior, 

3 

Cli. de Geer. 

Paulillrccum, Smaland, 

2,400 

good, 


Peklius. 

Romnoes, Weftmania, 

2,025 

breaks when hot. 


SoEuderliielm. 

llernihammar, do. 

1,950 

inferior, 


Juliii Schcculds. 

l.ongwind, Hcllingia, 

j,6oo 

igood, 

inferior, 


StokenArccum. 

Sebebo, Upland, 

2,275 

3 

Arvedfon. 

Nekfucu, GeA.ric.ia, 

j,6oo 

good. 

2 

Cli. CedcrArocum, 

kStromberg and Ulfors, Upl. 

^,100 

do. 

4 

Ch. de Geer. 

Hftrugbo, GeAricia, 

1,625 

infeiior. 

2 

Hyertas. 

Woxna, Hcllingia, 

i,yoo 

good. 

3 

Muller. 

Krakfors, Nericia, 

1,500 

do. 

2 

Faicker. 

Snderfors, Upland, 

Gyfiiigc, GeAricia, 

1,840 

veiy good, 

5 

Grill. 

1,800 

good. 

2 

Wittfohls. 

I'cnia, Well mania, 

2,400 

inferior, 

4 

Runifel], 

'Polfors, GeAricia, 

1, 800 

good, 

inferior. 

2 

Socuderliielm, 

Finiping, Ollrogotbia, 

1,810 

4 

J. J. de Geer. 

LoooJvicka, Dalccarlia, 

Hargs, Upland, 

2,400 

do. 

3 

Ledcrereut/.. 

3,400 

goad, 

2 

Earoii OxeiiAicrn. 


There are altogether two hundred and ninety-nine large 
forges, which furnilh - - 227,507 fchippunds, 

Befides ninety-two ftnallcr ones, belonging to focieties of 
peafanls, which furnifti - - i8>236 do. 

Making a total of - - 245,743 do. 

Thefe eftablifliments keep three hundred and feventy-three hammers at work; in 
addition to thefe are twelve others of no great confequence, the hammers in which or 
produce are not marked. 

It is to be obferved, thdr this ftatement accounts for no more than fuch iron as is 
brought for ihipment to Stockholm; to this amount, therefore, will be to be added 
that of the fliipments from other ports, as Gcfle, Gbltenburg, &c. and that of the fol¬ 
lowing tables. 

Note. The quantity of iron defignated is that which is allowed to be forged, the pro¬ 
prietors, owing to a fcarcity of wood and coal, not being allowed to exceed the limited 
quantity. With refped to Heel there arc not the fame preferiptions, wherefore the 
quantity wrought will not be conftantly the fame as that inferted in the table. 

3 Y 2 Fofgcs 
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Forges for fteel. 

Hundreds of 
packages and cafes. 

Proprietor’s names. 

Nyquam in Sndei-reania, 

Rocklholm, Weftmauia, 

Ferna, do. 

Carlguilafstadt, Sudermania, 

Skippila, do. 

Wijk and Wilmanlhytta, Da 1 ecarlia» 
Graninge, Angermania, 

Wirlboda, Ncricia, 

Hellefors, Weftmauia, 

Remmens, Vermcland, 

Schifehyttan, Weftmania, 

Gravendahl, Dalecarlia, 

Brcniiingc, Sudermania, 

Okerhy, Upland, 

QEufterby, do. 

Doringflceu, Dalecarlia, 

Wedevog, Weftmauia, 

1,000 to 1,200 

5 to 6oo 
*,000 to [,200 
1,500 to 2,000 

4 to 500 

Baron Leyonhufvied. 
Holmgren. 

Rumfdl. 

Rothofs. 

Vahrendorf. 

Greiff, 

Claffons. 

Robfam. 

Heikenfchoculdt. 

Mynnan. 

Ornfchoeuld. 

The family of Graves. 

Pott. 

Chevalier de Geer. 

Grill. 

Vahrendorf. 

Ha'lcncrcutz. 


Forges of iron plates. 


Schippunds. 


Proprietors’ names. 


Rackhammar, Weftmania, 

from 4 to 500 

Rofltelholm, do. 

250 to 300 

Wedevog, do. 

3 to 400 

Ferna, do. 

2 50 to 300 

Carlholin, Upland, 

3 to 400 

Mariefors, AVeflrogothia, 

100 to 150 

Sathers, Dalecarlia, 

3 to 400 

Skinfkatteberg, Weftmania, 

4 to 500 

Garphyttan; Nericia, 

350 to 300 

Gravendahl, Dalecarlia, 

2 to 300 

Hellefors, Weftmania, 

2 to 300 

Clunefors, Nericia, 

2 to 300 

Kiazllfall, Weftrogothia, 

150 to 200 

Frowinedra, Weftmauia, 

150 to 200 

Frowi Olfra, do. 

2 to 300 

Giflarbo Offra, do. 

150 to 200 

Boxholm, Oftrogothia, 

200 to 300 

Oloffsfors, Angermania, 

200 to 3&0 

Jaders, Weflmanfa, 

100 to 150 


Schulzeiihani. 

Holmgren. 

Hallcncreutz. 

Rainfell. 

Chevalier de Geer. 
Beckman. 

Mai in lien. 

Hifings. 

Family of Graves. 

Heikeufclioculds. 

Effen. 

Count de Hordt. 
Dahlman. 

Fock. 

Ornfchoeuld. 

Barcn. 

Paulii and Smareus. 
Maiincrllrole. 


Brais manufaftories. 

Schippunds. 

Proprietors’ names. 

Skiiltuna, Weftmania, 

Biurfors, do. 

Nykoping, Sudermania, 

Gufum, Oftrogothia, 

jliiut, • 

Norkioeuping, do. 

6 to 700 

5 to 600 
280 to 300 
400 to 4JO 
400 to 450 
900 to 1,000 

Adlervall. 

Vahrendorff. 

Syocuberg. 

Spalfciicreutz. 

'Welterbcrg. 

Pafeh. 


Manufaflories. j 

Schippunds. 

Pioprietors. 

F-igerwick, Nyland, 

Dylta, Nericia, - 
Dylta, do. 

" Fahlun, Dalecarlia, 

.'Leeufver, Smaland, 

Kafvelos, Weftrogothia, 

Andianim, Scania, 

Heliehim, Smaland, 

Garphyttan, Nericia, 

fulphur, 

' vitriol, 

allum. 

250 to 300 

5 to 600 

5 to 600 
1,000 to 1,500 

5 to 600 

2 to 300 

4 to 500 
900 to 1,000 

riilingers. 

Okerhielm. 

Do. 

Gahn and Hermelin, 

Bufeh. 

Baron Manercrcutz. 

Count Piper, ' 

Cederbaum. 

Uggla. 
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' Dudes payable by the buyer at the iron warehoufe* per fchippuad, on the 

ardcles before mentioned; on 


Schillings. 

Roundft. 

Iron in bars, — — — 

2 

7 

in lots or packages, — 

5 

1 

in thick Iheets, — — 

6 

1 

in common do. — •— 

9 

3 

Breenitohl fteel in packages or cafes, — 

lO 

1 

Garf fteel, do. • 

i6 

9 

Nails of 2 inches length, — —- 

II 

II 

3 inches, — 

lO 

7 

S* do* 

9 

3 

7, and upwards, 

7 

II 

Iron tinned and manufaftured, — 

5 

11 

Call iron or lead, 

2 

11 

Iron cannon, —- 

2 

S 

Copper, red, yellow, or compofed metal. 

4 

8 

Sulphur, vitriol, and allum, — —■ 

2 

If 

Anchors, — — 

1 

6 


Swedijh Currency* j 


Value in the Country. 

Purity. 

Gold Money. 

Rix duL Scbil. 

Carats Grs. 1 

The Adolphus, ~ 

5 ° 

*3 3 

Ducat, — 

i 16 


Old Ducat, - 7 - 


22 0 

Silver Money. 



The Dollar, or filver crown. 

I 


Dollar, or copper crown. 

3 to the dollar. 

Silver mark, Swedilh mark. 

4 


Copper mark, ~ 

12 


Siklar, Shutar, Styfver, » 



CEr Sylber, f 

3 * 


GEer Kypfer, or copper ter, 1 

06 


Rundftiick, 1 



CErleigs, — 

128 


Pfenniims, «— 

768 


Otlier Money. 

Value in rundfiiicks. 

French 



Deniers, Grains. 

The double fchlaucen, ftyfer. 

6 


Silver ftyfer, — 

9 


Caroiin, — 

75 

8 

Dollar Carolin or doubleCarolin, 

*50 


Plotte, Bank dollar. 

192 


Dollar in fpecie, rix-dollar. 

266|. 

to 

Ducatoon,' — 

300 

It 


Currency 
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( Currency of Swedifh Pomerania. 


Value in the Couniry, J’uvity 

Kix-uol. Carats. Graius. 

The gold Adolphus, — 

5 

Rix-dollar, — 

1 

Florin of the Empire, 

I i to the do. rix-dol. 

Florin of Pomerania, 

3 to do. 

Swedifh mark, — 

6 

Grolchen, —■ 

24 

SchcHing, •— 

48 

Sefling, — 

95 

Altinwiten, — 

192 

Pfinnings, — 

576 


Value in French and EngliJ}} Money. 


golden ducat, 

French Money. 

JLiv. Sous. 

— ■ II 10 

Sterling. 

.C. f. d. 

097 

0 4 9I 

Rix-dollar, — 

* *5 

Plotte, — 

— I i8| 

0 I 7 s 

Silver dollar. 

— 0 19-4 

0 '0 9/.r 

Schilling, — 

■— 0 28 den. 

0 0 It. 


The ton of gold is 100,000 fiLver dollars, clofe upon 4000I. fter.: viz. 3993I. is. I'd. 

The rix-dollar is worth 3 plottesj 6 filver dollarsj 18 copper dollars; 48 fchil- 
lings, and 192 flivers. 

Weighty Value, and AJftze of Gold and Silver, according to Ordonnance, 

The mark for the affize of gold is divided into 24 carats, the carats into 12 grains. 

The mark for the affize of filver is divided into 16 loths, each loth into 18 grains. 

Wrought filver ffiould be 13 loths and a quarter fine, but an allowance on affaying is 
made of one eighth part of a loth. ' 

The mark of gold and filver is moreover compofed of 16 loths, 64 quintins, or 
4284 afies. 

The ordonnance of 1664, which regulated the weight of coins, is ftill obferved ; ac¬ 
cording to this, one mark of gold makes 62 ducats, and of filver, five rix-dollars and 
one fifth, which is 15 loths 2 grains each ; anfwering, according to Tillet and Cateau, 
to 3 ounces 5 grofs 10 grains French weight, Cantzlcr quotes ordonnances with re- 
fpeft to coin, as far down as to 1706, beginning with 1594. Within that interval no 
alteration had been made in the ftandard for filver coin. 

According to Cateau, eight rix-dollars are made from one mark of filver, of the 
fiandard of 14 loths 1 grain. He ftates he omitted fradlions. ^ 

The fiandard of the ordonnance correfponds with 10 deniers 13 grains French. 
From authentic experiments made at Paris, the Swcdilli rix dollar weighs 540 grains, 
and is of the fiandard of 10 deniers 10 grains. The ducat weighs 65 grains, and its 
fiandard is 234-1 carats. 

The common money is after the rate of 50 rix-dollars per fchipund of 272 pounds. 

Ever fince 1745, copper flieets have not been current as money ; this currency has 

become rare even, and it is now almofl: impoffible to procure colledions of it for the 

cabinets of the curious. . 

1 hefe 


7 
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TheTe flieets were made of a very foft and highly malleable copper, in the lhape of a 
long fquare, and about as thick as three half crowns laid together, and ivere marked at 
the four corners with the arms of Sweden; in the middle the value was (lamped. 
Thofe which were current for a rix-dollar, weighed five pounds and a half. 

180 dollars ftlbermutiU or 540 dollars koppermunty in (beets of the value of 4 dollars 
to half a dollar ftlbermmty or from 12 dollars koppermunty were made from a fchippund 
of 320 pounds provifion weight. 900 dollars of copper money (lamped and rimmed, 
of from 6 mrs to half an ceer koppermunty from one fchippund of copper, provilion 
weight. 

The (landard of the pieces of one ceer, is 2 den. 8 grs. 

of thofe — of four oers, — 3 18 

of thofe — from 5 to 10, — 5 8 

In 1716, pieces of five and fix oers were coined much inferior to the (landard of the 
coins before mentioned. 

Imprejfiom. 

The golden ducat has the King’s head on one fide with his name in latin, and this 
legend ; D. G. Rex Sueci.(E ; on the other a circular (liield, the ground azure, with 
three golden crowns furrounded by the chain of the order of the Seraphim, and this 
legend; Faderneslandet. The date is under the (liield, and is divided by the crofs 
of the order which aifo diljoins thefe two letters O L di(lingui(hed above the date. 

The imprelTion on the rix-dollars, plottes, and double plottes is fimilar to that on the 
ducats, excf’pt that on the field of. the reverfe, the value for which they are current is 
(tamped, and on the rim is feen this legend: iVe ladar avaris manibus. The fmaller 
filver pieces have the initial of the Sovereign on one fide, and within his didingiiilhing 
cypher with the fingle word: Fiukrnejlandct; on the oppofite fide they have the fame 
(liield as the ducats, but without the chain. On the right of the field the value is 
(lamped, and R. O. M. on the left, in a line with the figures. 

'I'he copper coins have an argent (hield with three bars undulated with azure, a lion 
crowned, with his throat (Irongly marked, and an abridged legend compofed of the ini¬ 
tial of the Sovereign with his diftinguKhing cypher, and S. G. V. R. The three 
crowns which form the arms of Sweden, arc placed one on the dexter fide, the other on 
the finiflcr, and the third at the bottom of the (liield. On the other fide are two ar¬ 
rows making a St. Andrew’s Crofs, with the crown of Sweden, the date and a mark 
exprcllive of the value. Late coins have a chain round the rim. The rundftiick has 
three crowns on one fide, and above them G. R. S., below is the date ; on the other 
fide is a (liield with two arrows forming a St. Andrew’s crofs; on the right of the (hield is 
figure of 1 . and the letter K., on the left the two letters O. R., below which M. is placed. 

Obfervations. 

'i'he Swedifh coins are generally well (truck, particularly thofe of gold and filver. 
Little fpecie of the coinage oT the country is feen in circulation, but a number of Dutch 
ducats. 'I'hey are exchanged at par for thofe of Sweden, notwithftanding the Dutch 
ducat be only 23 carats 5 grains fine. Somewhat more of tiic filver coin is in circula¬ 
tion ; thfey, as well as thofe of gold are (tamped with the greai. il nicety, and in confe- 
quence are in high eftimation; the exportation of them is rigidly prohibited, as well as 
the copper coinage, whigh offers a gain of 30 per cent. 

There is no fixed relation of value between gold and filver in Sweden. In 1755, 
the proportion was 1 to 18, which is difficult to believe; in Swedilh Pomerania it is 

1 to 
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I to x6. The Swedifti rix-dollar, although it have the advantage in purity over that of 
Holland by one grain as well as that of Hamburgh, is yet exchanged with both at par. 

There is regularly but one mint in Sweden, which is at Stockholm: althoupii in 
Dalccarlia there be a copper coinage on which the arms of the province are ItampcHi, 
and which has currency throughout that countr)' audits neighbourhood. 

The accounts of the crown are kept in dollars ftlbcrmunt, as are accounts in general 
in Sci'nta, Ilr.lland, Biekir.g, and Gottenburgh in thefe parts moll payments are tnaik 
in paper. Bank notes arc confidcred as calh, and are even frequency taken with gtcau r 
avidity. . The paper of the States, particularly that of Finland recently ca'ltd in, are at 
a fmaller or greater difeount according to circumPiances. Merchants keep thnir ac¬ 
counts in dollars and cers. The fchelling or fcaling is an imaginary money, 48 of wnich 
go to the dollar. 

Although the exchange between Sweden and other countries varies according to the 
balance of trade, by the ordonnance of 1776 the courfe was fixed as under. 

On Amftcrdam, - 45 fchillings per rix-dollar current. 

Copenhagen, - 100 rix-dollars fpecie per 120 rix-doilars current. 

Spain, • 4* fchillings per ducat of exchange. . 

Hamburgh, - 4 Ichillings per rix-dollar banco. 

Lifbon, - - 22 fchillings per crufacio of 400 ries. 

London, - 4 rix-dollars 15 fchillings per pound fterling. 

Paris, - ' 25 fchillings per Ecu de 60 fous Tournois. 

Stralfund, - 100 rix-dollars fpecie per 132 rix-dollars of Pomerania. 

ExtraB of the Royal Ordonnance relative to Money, of the zyth 'November, 1776. 

No one whatfoever lhall be obliged, in payments above the value of a rix-dollar, to 
receive a larger quantity of fmall copper coin at one time than half a rix-duilar. 

Gold coins being rcquifite for the convenience of trade, Swedilh ducats as well as 
thofe of Holland, of full weight, and with a chain round the ridge, lhall be rec( ived in 
circulation in concurrence with the rix-dollar at the rate of 94 fkillings or 1 rix-dollar 
46 (killings; which in currency amounts at the period of the date of this to 35 dollars 
8 cers in copper money, or 11 dollars 24 oers Jilbermunt. 

All purchafes, fales, and tranfaflions of every defeription regarding money, and being 
in writing, {hall be Ilipulated from the commencement of the enfuing year in rix-ui.!.ars, 
and in default of compliance with this ordonnance, lhall be deemed illegal. 

Weights of Sweden and Stralfund. . 


The SkoI{^und is 1 lb. which is divided into 


32 — 


Loths, 

96 

— 

Quintins, 

1 j2 ■— 

— 

Uragmes, 

and 1848, 

. 

Afles. • 


The four weights ufed in trade contain ' — Afles, 

The weight for provifions. ‘ F/^. — —- 8848. 

Mark, miner's weight. Bergverkfvigt. —•- 

Mark, Flat country or 'Town weight. Lund och Stadts vigt. 7078 
Pound, Apothecaries* weight, — . — 7416 

The Stoi, — — —. ja lbs. 

Lifpund, ^ 20 


2 


i6LiF 
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16 Lifpunds a flaple fchippuncl, ao Hfpunds a fchippund. The fchippund of Stral* 
fund, commercial weight, is ac lifpunds or 280‘lbs.; the centner, 8 lifpunds or i la lbs.; 
tee ften, 1 o lbs. In grocers’ and other, fliops, a weight is ufed 3^ per cent. lighter than 
that ufed in trade, fpoken of higher up. 

The Swedifti as correfponds exa££ly with the as Troy of Holland. 

The pound *, ox Jholpfund weighs i mark 7 ounces 7 grains, 8 gnuns poid de mare 
French. 


Dry Measures, 



Value in the Country. Cubic French inches. 

t The Ttinna or ton contains 

_ 

7386 

Spanns, — 

— 2 

Half fpanns, —- 

— 4 


Fierdings or Viertels, 

— 8 


Koppars, —. 

— 32 

231 

, Kannc, — 

~ 56 

132 

Stoppe, — 

—- 112 

Oivarter, — 

— 448 


Jungfre cert, — 

— 1792 



Meafures for Dry Goods. 

Value in the Country. French cuhic iiichei 

The ordinary lad, ^ 

Laft or ton of 1000 herrings, > 

— of foreign beer, j 

— of tar, pitch, wh;de oil, afhes, 

— of Spaniflj or French fait, — 

— Hemp, flax, cordage, hops, tallow. 


— la tons. 


The barrel of malt, — — 

of fait and lime, — 

Ton of wheat rye, barley, oats and peas. 


13 tons. 

18 tpns. 

120 lifpunds. 
Kannet. 

66 

.59 

63 


^ 77 * 

7848 

1210 


tain 


100 lb». Swedifti weight is equal to 93 lbs. 7 ounces Engli/h. The Englifti pounds confequeotly con- 
in 9523 aftes furc, of Swedifti weight, and is heavier tlian the Swedifti in the proportion of 320 102-99. 
'I'he ftaplc fchippund weighs therefore of Avoirdupois weight Engliui, 299 lbs. 

fchippund (of 20 lifpuiids), —~ 3T3J 

Tlie lifpund, — — iSfJlbs. 

The ftopfuiiii, —. ^ —. 14, ot. 

f Reduflion of the table of meafures of capacity to Englifti meafure, computing 7386 jFreneb inchea to 
die tuiitia, and the FtencH toot to he to the Englith as 1068 to icoo. ^ 

The t uniia will contain 788$ inches li^nglifti, or Gallon^ WinebciLer Dry oicafarC 

Snann. — —- f — ’ i 


Spann, 
Malfspan, 
Viertel, 
itoppar, 
Kannc, 
Sioppe,' 
Qwater, 
Junfre cert. 


7 2 6-0 

I ri 8 ^ 

i eT.;-6' 


rather more than of S gallon, 
rather mpre thaq half a gallon. 

1 ‘ a quart. 

huf a pint. 

- - xs do* 

The laft of twelve tons, 347 gallons and upwards, of thirteen, 376 gallons, and of eighteen, 52gal- 
tpns. One ton Englilh Avoirdupois, and a ( lbs. 
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At Sirdlfund. 

Vilue in the Country, French cubic inchci. 
The laft contains, com meafure, Drcemts, 8 

Barils, 32 5892 

Scheffels, 96 • 1964 

Fehrts, 384 

Metzers, 1586 


Meafures of capacity of Liquids. 



Value 

Fiench 

Added 1 
En 


in the country. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

One Freder or Vat conttuns 

Pipes 

Oxhofts, 

Ahms, 

Nembares or Eimers, 

' 2 

5 

6 
12 

\ 

5 * 9^0 

423,928 

Omkares, 

24 

1,980 

211,964 

Kannes, 


* 3 * 

14,098 

Stoppes, 

720 

66 

7»®49 

Quarters, 

Jungfres, - . - 

2,880 
11,520 

1 


At Stralfund, 


196 


One Stubgen contains 

1 

, * 09*3 

Pottes, - 

4 

49 

5**34 

The other meafures the fame as 




are ufed at Hamburgh. 



« 


Long Mtafures,fuch as are ufed for Cloths, Carpenter^s 
Work, and Di/iances. 


le foot contains 


rcnch lines. 


he ell, or all^, contains feet, 
am, or fathom, 
liethe, or perch. 
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French. Englifli. 

The Swedilh mile ionfifts of feet 36,00a, 32,900, 6 miles -J’^ths. 

For carpenter's work, a meafure of a foot of 10 inches, or iumh, in length, is ufed, 
divided into 10 lines, which are again fub-divided into ten other parts. 

The tuna, a meafure ufed in carpenter’s work, is 46,77a fquare feet. 

yff Stralfund 

The Pomeranian foot is 125 Frgpch lines. 

£11 is 258. 

In Sweden after meafuring by the ftrike an addition is given to the buyer of four 
kappers, on every meafure of wheat, rye, oats, and peas; and fix kappers upon each 
ton of fait, or lime. _ 


Chap. XXL — Route from Stockholm to Vp/al, byGr’tpJbolm, Oker^ Eljkiljluna^ Skultuiut 

and Wejieros. *’ 

WE left Stockholm by the fame road we arrived on coming from Gottenburg. 
After croffing the fouthem fuburbs, of a prodigious length and moft wretchedly paved 
we reached Griplholm by Fitja, Saudertilje^ and Kumla ; over a fuperb road fix miles 
and fevcn eighths in length. Haifa mile beyond Fitja, you have a charming profpeft 
of a lake lying along the left of the road. Half a mile from Sauderielje^ on the left is 
a handfomef/;tf/ftf?/, pleafantly fituated on the fide of the lake, befonging to the Prefident 
Eyriengranat. Before we arrived at Griplholm, we crofled one of the extremities 
of lake Mceler, over a bridge at a place called Layftadt. There it is that the iron and 
cannon from the foundry of Oker, and the neighbouring forges, are embarked for 
Stockholm. Mr. Vahrendorf had begun building two warehoufes there. 

Gripjholm is an ancient royal chateau, to which the court formerly went very frequently • 
it has not been thither fince 1784. The firfl; court is abfolutely irregular; the builda 
ing of brick; a large tower at the bottom of the court. There are four of them of 
unequal fize, and irregularly difpofed. In the firft court are two calverins in bronze 
fifteen and feventeen feet in length, the caliber feven inches; we efteemed them forty! 
eight-pounders. They each weigh eighty.five fchippunds, and were taken from the 
Ruffians in 1581, at the fiege of Iwanogorod, by Baron Pontus de la Gardie: feveral 
times has it been in contemplation to found them. The inferiptions upon them are in 
Ruffian charaftert, and ftate them to have been call in 7085, and 7087, (1577 and 
1579,) by the Czar Iwan Bafilowitz; feme marlw of ffiot which have ftruck it are vifi- 
ble on the fmalfer piece. Thence a vault leads into a very fmall court. The interior 
of the chateau prefents nothing worthy of notice. In the Edng’s apartments are twenty- 
feven portraits of Turkiffi Emperors, fromOfman I. who died in i3a6,to Abdulhamid, 
the lalt Emperor deceafed^ In the bed>chamber is an iron chair, ufed by Gufiavus 
Vafa. Above in a tower, is a pretty divan; the walls of it are nine feet thick; it is 
very handfomely furnilhed, and comipands a charming view of the lake. In another 
tower is an apartment in which Eric XIV. was confined for two years; ft is of ^ irre¬ 
gular figure, ^d feventeen feet long at its greateft length; it fs light^ by three fmai! 
windows with iron bars. The theatre is fmall, but very handfome. It Is lupported by 

3 2 : a fixteeir 
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fixteen fluted columns, which, as well as the reft of the body of the theatre, which 
forms a demi-circle up to the ftage of forty feet in diameter, are gilt. In the apartment 
of the Princefs, the late King’s fifter, is the bull of a woman veited, compofed of three 
different kinds of marble. In that of the Queen is a fmall copy of the Borghefe her¬ 
maphrodite. In the reading-room, two vafes of Ruffian marble. The moft remark¬ 
able contents of this chateau are its numerous colleftioh of portraits of the Princes 
and Princeffes of Europe, fince the time of Guftavus Vafa ; it is very confiderable, yet 
not complete. In a long gallery, which fcrves as a dining-room, are'the portraits of the 
difi'crent Sovereigns contemporary with Guftavus Vafa ; and in the faloon, which is a 
large rotunda of more than forty feet in diameter ; in the great tower are thofe of the 
• Sovereigns who reigned at the time Guftavus Ilk afeended the throne. The firft, that 
is to fay thofe of the time of Guftavus Vafa, are Francis 1 . King of France, taken in 
1543, when forty-eight years of age. Sigif/n/mdl. King of Poland, who died in 1548, 
eighty-one years of age. The Emperor Maximilian^ 1519 (the year of his death,) fifty- 
nine years old. Charles V. Emperor and King of Spain when thirty years of age, in 
1530; he died in his fifty-eighth year. Ferdinand I. King of Hungary and Bohemia, 
aged twenty nine years, 1531, he died in 1564. Lewis 11 , King of Hungary and Bo¬ 
hemia, killed in battle in the year 1525, in his twentieth year. Frederic, Duke and 
EIe£lor of Saxony, 1525; he died aged fixty-two. Duke of Saxony, died in 

1532, in his fixty-third year. Joachim, Margrave of Brandenburg, died 1571, fixty-fix 
years old; was painted in 1547. Henry, Duke of Brunfwick and Lunenburg, died in 
1578, feventy-nine years old. Count Palatine of the Rhine, died in 1550, 

fihy.feven years old. Duke of Saxony, died in 1539, fixty-eight years old, his 

likenefs taken when fifty-nine. Eric, Duke of Brunfwick ; he died in 1540; feveniy 
years of age, painted when 63. Henry, Duke of Saxony, died in 1541, fixty-eight 
years old, painted when fifty-eight. Henry, Duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin, died 
in 1572, ninety-three years old, painted in 1534. Albert, Duke of Mecklenburg, 
died in 15 *7, fixty years old. Andrew de Greti, Doge of Venice,.died at the begin¬ 
ning of the 16th century, painted in 1533. Stephen Schlick, Count of Baffau. George, 
de Fronlberg, eywrj auratus. Philippe, Duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin, died in 1557, 
at forty-three years, painted when twenty. Chrijiopher, Duke of Wirtemberg, died i!i 
1568, painted when eighteen. John II. junior. Count Palatine of the Rhine and Deux 
Ponts, died in 1534, fifty-one years of age. John,hmor, Count Palatine of the Rhine 
and Deux Ponts, died in 1604, fifty-four years old. Wolfgang, Clouat Palaiine of the 
Rhine, died in France in 1569, forty-three years of age. John, Margrave of Bradcn- 
burg and Pomerania, died in 1571, fifty-eight years old, was painted when eighteen. 
h’ene. Count de Naflau, Prince of OrangCj painted when thirteen years old. Erncjl, 
Duke of Brunfwick and Lunenberg, died in 1546, forty nine years old. Philip, Land¬ 
grave of HclTe, he died in 1567, aged fixty-threc years, painted when thirty, Ulric, 
Duke of Wirtemberg, Count do Montbeliard, died in 1550, aged fixty-three years, 
painted when forty-fix. Joachim, of Brandenburg,*Duke of Pomerania, died 

in 1535, aged fifty-one years. John Frederic, "DvkM oi Saxony, died in 1534, aged 
fifty-one years. Henry VIII. King of England, who died in I547» aged fifty-fix years, 
painted when fifty-one. Gujiavm I. taken in 1542. Eric XIV. Thofe of the grand 
rotunda, are Guftavus III ; Jofeph II. y Catharine, of Ruffia; George III. King of 
England; Ferdinand IV. King of Naples;- Maria'Frances Ifabelja, Queen of Portugal; 

VII. King of Denmark; Lewis XV. King of France; III. King of 

Spain; Abdulhamid, the Turkilh Emperor; Staniflaus Auguftus, King of Poland; 
Frederic U. King of Pruffia j. Victor Amadius, King of Sardinia; the Emprefs Maria 

Thei’efa ; 
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Therela; Pius VI. the Pope; Ferdinand Lewis^ infant of Parma ; Maria Amelia^ in- 
^nta of Parma. Tbofe in italics are half lengths, fuch as are in Roman chara^ers at 
foil length. The diflPerence of-the drelFes has a very pleafing effe£b. 

It is not exaflly known at what period this chateau was built; all that is certain is 
that the Chevalier Harald Torffon, was the firft mentioned polTeffor in .1280. In the 
fucceeding century it belonged to the Grand Chancellor, Bo Johnjon Grips^ (without 
any account how it became his}) from whom it received the name of Gripfliolm ; he 
was mailer of it in * 383. In 1396, his fon, Knut Bofon Grips, fold it for a trifle to 
Queen Margaret. King Eric Xlil. of Pomerania, poflefled it in 1434. The Keeper 
has a publication in the Swedilh language, which gives more ample information refpect- 
ing the Callle. In the immediate vicinity, is the town of Mariefred, very fmall, not 
containing more than four hundred inhabitants, and poflefling nothing worthy of 
notice. 

DiJiiUery. —Near to Griplholm is the moll confiderable dillillery in the whole king¬ 
dom ; three-fourths of it belongs to Mr. Vahrendorf, and the remaining fourth to 
Gen. Duwal. It has been granted them by the crown for twenty years j their privilege 
expires in 1795, when it will belong entirely to the King. The firft expenees of the 
building amounted to 80,000 rix-dollars, which, when the eftablifliment is minutely 
infpeded, may readily be believed. It works annually, one thoufand two hundred Riga 
lafts of grain, or eighteen thoufond tons; one fourth part of which is barley ; each 
ton yield twenty-two kannes of fpirit; of thefe the King receives nearly twelve ; fo- 
that the proprietors retain for themfelves about ten kannes, which they fell at t6 Ikil- 
lings 4 lunftiiks per kanne; making, upon eighteen thoufand tons, one hundred and 
eighty thoufand kannes, upon the whole produce nearly four hundred thoufand. On 
the eftablifliment are thirteen managers, who receive f.om 200 to 300 rix-dollars 
annually, and ninety-fix workmen, at from fourteen to fixteen plottes per month. On 
account of the too great heat of the feafon at that interval to allow of working, there is- 
a cefl'ation of the dillillery from the middle of July to the middle of September. For 
the purpofe of railing water, a machine is ufed of a Angular although very Ample con- 
ftrudlion; it is an upright cylinder with cogs, which afts upon Ax pum; s, three on one 
iide and three on the other, which fupply the firft and fecond ftory ; it is worked by four 
horfes. Below are ninety-fix vats of equal fize; they are feven feet in diameter, rather 
wider at the bottom, and four feet deep ; in each is put four and a quarter tons of flour 
(fourteen lifptinds vigt. each), 2000 kannes of water, and ten Cannes of common yeaft. 
Each vat yields from eighty to eighty-four kannes, and fometimos, according to the 
grain, ninety kannes. The mixture is ftirred at intervals until fermentation takes place. 
l.'pon this the vats arc covered, luted down with lime, and in four days the wafli is 
ready for the ftill; if the weather be warm in a Ihorter time after it has fufficiently 
fermented the wafli pafles twice through the ftill. There are twenty-fix ftills, four of 
which contain four thoufand Cannes, tiie others two thoufand. The walh takes fix or 
feven hours before it all comes over. There are three malting kilns, two of which will 
dry two thoufand kannes, the other three thoufand. The daily cohfumption is from 
feventy-five to feventy-feven tons of grain, of fifty kannes each. Each ton requires- 
three-fourths of a mcafure of wood, or two tons of Englifli coal, which comes nearly 
to the fame expence, the meafure of wood colling 6 plottes, and Englilh coal from 32 
to 36 Ikillings. The brandy delivered to the King mull be fix degrees above proof, equall 
to 16® of the hydromefer of Reaumur., We advife ihofe who go to Gripfwald,, to re« 
turn tlieir horfes, as otherwife they may have a long time to wait- 


from 
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I'Votn Gripfholm to Okr k a mile. There is not an inn in the place, and no other 
accommodation than what the houl'e of Mr. Vahrendorf the proprietor affords, or thol'e 
of fome of the officers belonging to the foundry. So tKat in cafe of Mr. Vahrendorf 
being abfent it may not be amifs to bp provided with a letter from him: it will be ftill 
better to wait until he may himfelf be there. 

This place is veiy interefting on account of its handfome foundry for cannon. 

Canmn foundry. The ore which is made ufe for founding cannon comes from fix dif¬ 
ferent mines: it ihould be poor or at lead mixed fo that the aggregate may contain no 
more than thirty per hundred of metal, and particularly it fliould contain none of that 
quality which breaks when hot. The firft ro^fting of the ore is carried on in the fame 
manner as at Fahlun in the open air. There are two furnaces for the fufion, each afted 
upon by two bellows; they yield a fchippund of iron per hour for cannon : every twen¬ 
ty-four hours one piece of twenty-four pounds and one four-pounder are caft, pr one 
thirty-fix-pounder. Thefe two furnaces require three hundred and twelve tons of 
wood daily, and the whole, including the other fires, three hundred and eighty. Tpn 
tons colt i6 fchillings. The moulds are made of the country clay, and are hooped 
with iron to render them more firm. Round the (hape for the mould hards of tow are 
put mixed with tallow and clay, over which potter’s earth or clay mixed with.fand. 
Five men are occupied in falhioning the earth about the mould when cannon is calling, 
thre^ knead the clay while two turn the lhape; the clay is put on crofswife ; when 
the mould is completed there are no more than three perfons employed in placing the 
earth about it. It requires two days for the mould to get thoroughly dry j for this 
purpofe, when the wood is taken from it, coal and fmall wood are burnt within and 
coal alone without, which is turned about as the mould dries. The melting furnaces 
are very large, built of granite, and the ftones are fupported by maffes of iron from 
eleven to twelve feet long, in lhape of beams. The two cannon of twenty-four and 
four pounds are caft in eight minutes; in three hours time, notwithftanding the 
pieces be yet red hot, the fand is removed in which the mould is placed. This is in a 
wooden vat of eleven feet deep, and eight feet in diameter: conceive but an inftant 
how violent the heat the men muft experience at the bottom of this vat, employed fo 
near this burning mafs in removing and throwing out the fand : they are confequently 
wery quickjy relieved. 

In fix hours’ time the mafs has acquired a fufficient confiftence to allow of the piece 
being withdrawn *, but it cannot be bored until after it has laid two or three days in the 
open air. The firft operation then is'to cut off the head of the cannon which is at 
leafi a foot in length: this is done at firft with a round plate of fteel more than fix 
lines in thicknefs; the head is cut on three fides by turning this round plate, the piece 
remaining motionlefs, which operation in a piece of twenty-four pounds takes up fix 
hours. By that time the head holds but a very fiender piece on the three fides; iron 
wedges are then (truck into the part cut by a mallet of a lifpound in weight. The 
more excellent the iron the greater the length of time before the head breaks off; it 
has taken up four minutes when.we have been prefent; after this the furplus at the 
end of the cannon is cut off, and the end polilhed, which takes up two hours; then the 
boring begins at firft horizontally, 'the piece remaining immoveable: one man and a 
boy only are employed in working the wheel, which forces forward and turns the 
wedge in the piece; this wedge or rattier this bar is two inches thick, but the mouth 
of the cannon is feven lines more, owing to the fteel end fitted to the bar, which ferves 
ak it turns to bore the gun, being one inch and a half. The firft hole is drilled, after¬ 
wards it is bored perpendicularly, the borer turning and the piece being depreffed to 

meet 
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meet it; the arms are of iron and the borer of fteel. The borers ^re of feven dilFercnt 
fizes ; each inftrun^ent has four, the laft only fix, and one which traverfes at the end in 
order to polifii the interior of the cannon. The depreflion of the piece is after the rate 
of more than an inch a minute; there are twenty*one minutes of interval between the 
operation of one borer and another. When requifite to raife the piece, in order to 
withdraw the borer, two men and one apprentice turn the wheel which raifes it in five 
minutes; it takes four to let it down again. In cafe of neceifity a twenty four pounder 
may be bored in feveiiteen hours, viz. feven hours for the firft boring and ten for the 
fccond, for which the workmen are payed two plottes; thefe two works cannot always 
be done at once on account of their being aSed upon by the fame head of water, which 
is not conftantly fufficient to work the two hydraulic engines. It takes two hours to 
drill the touch-hole, which is done by a bow, the drills are of iron of different fizes but 
equal length : on thefe three laft operations only three workmen are employed; all that 
remains of the cannon, fonfifting of rough iron, is fent to different other forges of 
Mr. Vahrendorf, at which it is made into bars. There are fcarcely thirty men em¬ 
ployed at the cannon foundry : the workmen earn but little; they have, however, as 
is the cafe at all the foundries, their grain aflbrded them at half price, and may receive 
at pleafure their wages either in provifion or money. 

The water proceeds from a lake of fufficient elevation, fince there is a fall of forty- 
eight ells to the great wheels ; thefe wheels work all together five machines ; i. a faw- 
mill (near the lake); 2. that which blows the bellows; 3. that which is ufed .for cut- 
ting of the heads of the cannon ; and 4. and 5. the two machines which bore the can¬ 
non. The manufaftory is difeontinued in December, and re-commences in March. 

From four thoufand three hundred to four thoufand’ four hundred fchippunds is 
made into cannon annually. The greater part goes to Holland, Naples, and Portugal; 
to the latter country chiefly thirty-fix pounders. They are proved in the prefence of an 
artillery officer belonging to the King, who marks them at the mouth wkh the arms of 
Sweden (thofe of the powers for whom they are defigned are engraven on the breech V, . 
and likewife with a bomb if he'belong to the army, or if to the navy with an anchor. 

A certificate from the officer is abfolutely neceffary before the pieces can pafs the cuf- 
toms and be fliipped. Twelve pounders are proved with from ten to eleven pounds of 
powder, firft-with one ball, afterwards with two ; the cannon of other caliber in pro¬ 
portion. Their coft, with.all expences paid, in board, is 7 j crowns of Hamburg bancot 
(equal to from 51 to 54 fchillings). Portugal pays more on account of its taking credit. 
Ball is fold at 5-J. crowns: very little is made at Oker on account of the great quantity 
of ore required for the other works. Mortars are dearer than cannon, by from 3 
to 4 crowns, owing to their fre quently burfting on trial, which occafions lofs. Bombs 
coft fomewhat mor/i than cannon, and ftiould coft lefs, as they occafion fcarcely any 
wafte. All Swedifli ball weighs much more than the ftipulation, nearly one fifth part. 
The ball for Naples and Portugal is 5I inches in diameter, and the thkrknefs of the gun 
at the mouth is. three inches nine lines. Dutch vjeight is a little yel; but a trifle greater 
than that of Sweden. The calibre of the Swediffi forty-eight pounder is feven inches - 
one line and a half; that of the thirty-fix pounder fixinchhs and a half; of the twenty- 
four pounder five inches eight lines; the eighteen pounder five inches one line; the 
twelve, four inches four lines and a' half; the fii, three inches feven lines and a half; 
the brafs fix pounders weigh five fchippunds, thirteen lifpunds, eight, marks; this long 
twelvepounders eleven’fchippunds, three lifpunds; the twenty-four, twenty-four fehip- 
punds, thirteen Ufjjunds, thirteen marks: the mark of the foundry ftamped on one . of. 
the ai-qos. The flup cannon are from fixteen to feventeen calibers in depth ; (they are 

t8 founds i 
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found to be too fhort, and recoil too much', they ffiould be twenty calibres j) thofe far 
fortreffes from- twenty two to twenty-four. A twelve pounder for the navy weighs 
eight fehippunds, and is fix and a half feet long ; for fortreflts twelve fchippunds, is 
nine feet long, and is two inches two lines in thicknefs at the mouth ; a twenty-four 
pounder for the navy weighs fixteen to Seventeen fchippunds ; for forts twenty-four j 
a thirty fix pounder for the firit weighs from twenty-three to twenty-four fchippunds ; 
none of this calibre are made for fortreffes: the thicknefs of a navy twenty four 
pounder at the breech is feven inches and a half. 

Oker about fifty years ago belonged to the crown, who fold it under an engagement 
to fupply a certain quantity of wood at a very moderate price. Mr. Vahrendorf af¬ 
fords fubfifience to nearly eight thoufand perfons, women and children included, which 
may readily be conceived when the extent of his polTeflions are confidered; his dilfer- 
ent mines, forges, and manufadlures in Sudermania, Nericia, Dalecarlia,-&c. 'I'lie 
following is an account of what they annually produce him : from ten to eleven fehip- 
puiuis of iron in bars, of the value of from 6 to 7 rix-doUars; from four thoufand- 
three hundred to four thoufand four hundred fchippunds in cannon, at 7 rix-dollars 
and a third j two thoufand in ball, at jJ;; from tight hundred to one thoufand Jehip- 
punds of brafs, at 50 rix-dollars; three hundred of copper, at 45 crowns; two to 
three quintals of ftcel, at 3! or 4 rix-dollars : in all at lealt 180,coo rix-dollars, exclu- 
iive of many articles, particularly the brewery, before mentioned. This is the indant 
proper to remark that neither M. Vahrendorf nor other manufafturers of brafs fent 
any to France in 1791, which niurt have occafioned great inconvenience to the town 
of Leigh and its neighbourhood, the foie dependance of which reds on its manufac¬ 
ture of pins; ajid which drew, if not all their brafs, yet a very confiderable part from 
this country. M. Vahrendorf has made forae very pretty gardens, in fpots before 
unciiitivated, by dint of labour, in a very little time, overcoming the natural barren- 
ai§fs of the foiL 

From Oker we proceeded to Strengms, a fmall town of a thoufand inhabitants; 
this we left on the right a mile beyond Malmby. The country has a cheerful appear¬ 
ance, and is well cultivated; thence through Ekefog and TiuIJladt we palTed on to 
Ejkilftuna. This is a very intereding town on account of its numerous inanufadlurcrs 
of iion of every kind. The traveller will lodge at the pod-houfe; but if it fiiould be 
kept by the fame hodefs as in 1791, he is cautioned to bargain with her beforehand, 
as (he makes it a practice to fleece drangerSj-confidering that they vifit her but once, 
and (he fees them no more. It will be right to be provided with recommendations to 
M. Rynmam^ who has written a work on iron which is held in high edimation, or to 
NourdwaL Theflrdis aged and infirm, but the fecond is extremely complaifaut, and 
(peaks French. 

Efiiljium. Tliis town is divided in tvvo, and is fituated precifely at the place of com¬ 
munication of the two lakes Mmler and Hielmer, Its fituation is very pleafant; it con- 
fiiini^ altogether about two thoufand inhabitants, from fix ;to feven hundred of whom 
(three hundred of them workmen,'including one hundred maftermen,) live in that 
part called the /own, feparated from the other by a bridge. Here it is that all 
thofe workmen dwell, willing to avail themfelves of the privilege granted by the King 
to fuch as come thither to fettle. Charles X. was the founder of this edablifhtnjent; 
and Leckfmiths ftreet, built by him, is dill called Radmacber^ from the name of a Ger¬ 
man whom the King invited-hither, and who'was the fird direftor; the whole of the 
remainder is the worn of Gudavus HI. Soon as a workman prefents himfelf, he.i8.drd 
exanwed, and if approved the .King gives bioi a houfe and an, allotmeiu of land of 

feventy- 
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feventy.five ells in length by fifty. From th^t inftant he becomes a proprietor, and 
works on what branch he pleafes : if dcfirous of buying a houfe, it is afforded him at 
half its value, and he pays on this ftipulated price 6 per cent, per annum for twenty 
years, after which it becomes ids in perpetuity. 

Mr. Chriflian Johanfiri paints different pretty things in a charming manner upon 
flcel, fucli as, he fays, cannot be done in England : this however is doubtful, for we 
have feen fiinilar in France which did not come {rom Ei7:i!jhina. Ills principal cra- 
ploypient is damafquiuing fwords for officers, the expcnce of which is 2 rix-doliars, 8 
fchiilings each, l ie makes buttons with landfcapes on them, which are as high as 16 
(killings each ; feiiTors at from 40 flcillings to 2 rix-doIlai‘s, and other inconfiderable ar¬ 
ticles. He fells in Sweden alone, and has but one workman. There is here a inanu- 
fadory of fworJ blades and fahres for the army. The iron tempered into ftecl (which 
mull be of the befl quality) comes from Gn:nif!gin in Angermania. The blades of 
the labrts of the cuiraJ); e s are three feet lone, and cofl i rix-dollar, 6 (killings; of 
the huflars, are thiny-fuur inches iong, and cofb 1 rix doi’ar, 16 fchillings; of the 
dragooius, tl'irty-threc inches, nine lines, and coif i rix-dollar 16 ichiilings; of the 
cuirafliers ol Frincf Charles, thirty-fix inches ten lines, at 1 rix doiiar, 16 fchillings ; 
of the regiment of cavalry of Oftrogothia, thirty-five inches, at i rix-dollar, 16 fchil¬ 
lings; the cutlall’cs for tlic navv, twenty-fix inches, and cofl i rix-dollar, 8 fchillings; 
fcjr the iufaniry, twenty-three inches, 20 fchillings; for the miners, tw'enty-five inches, 
three lines, 1 ri-x-dollar ; for the Savolax regiment of foot, twenty-five inches, ten lines, 
I rix-dollar, H fchillings; for the dragoons, a ftraight fiat Iword, thirty-one inches, 
eight lines in length, i rix-dollar, 8 fchillings: all the inariufacturcrs employed in 
the making thd'e come from Ho/i/igat. Three edged fwords, i rix-dollar, and foils, 
16 (killings, 'fhefe earn moft of ail the v/orkmen, fome even 32 fchillings per diem, 
and more ; lockfiniths and cutlers earn at lead 8 or 10 (killings. 

( here are feven workfhops of two hammers, one of which (very large) for ftecl, 
and a fmaller for large nails, of which fcarcely more than two are made in a minute. 
(It requires three men to manufacture large nails, only one to make fmall ones.) The 
iron employed is brought from Weftcros. The whole quantity annually manufactured 
Ls two thoufand fchippuads, half of which in caft articles, and the remainder wrought. 
The firfl colls 3 rix-dollars, the other from 6 to Ct. . There arc four furnaces for Iteel, 
at which none but coarfc work is wrought. The furnaces are made of French glay ; 
the principal walls arc brick: the principal bottom of double (heets of copper. To 
convert the iron info fteel requires ten days fire ; and the confumption of fuel during 
the ten days is forty lafts: each laft of twelve tons cofts 32 (killings. The quantity of 
ftecl yielded is conllahtly from two to three fchippunds more than the weight of iron 
put into the furnaces, which arifes from the phlogiften taken up by the iron in its pro- 
cefs of ftulification: if the exaCt quantity put in were yielded the operation would be 
deficient (fee the work of Mr. Jars). Frelhfuel is added every fix hours. The (leel 
takes twenty days to cool,* but lefs in winter. 7 'he length of the furnace, in which the 
bar iron is placed, intended to be converted into fteel, is four feet ten inches. Every 
ten days eighty fchippunds is turned out of cacn furnace : neverthclefs no more is 
made annually than two thoufand (chippunds, and frequently Ids, according to demand. 
The greateft part is (hipped for Lifbon. There* are two furnaces, and a large hammer 
for forging iron bars of theie there are made from feven to eight hundred fchippunds, 
which quantity might be extended to one thoufiind. Six workmen are kept for the 
two furnaces, two of which foremen. The foreman receives 12 fchillings for each 
fchippund of iron forged j and pays the two workmen himfclf: they can forge three 
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fchippuhds daily $ they work in the Ger^jan fafiiion; the difference between the Gei> 
man method and the Walloon are, i. That by the firft manner they melt and work at 
once at both forges; by the fecond, the one is kept for founding, while they work at the 
other, a. The fuel is meafured out to the Germans, whereas it is afforded as required 
to the Walloons without limitation. 3. The firft melt the iron by degrees in fmall 
lumps, the other infert the whole at once: the Walloons hammer the iron lefe than the 
Germans, and confequeutly make much more, even five fchippunds per furnace per 
diem, whereas the Germans can work but three. From what has been obferved, the 
Walloon plan will be vifibly the dcareft. There are likewife three wcrklhops, in which 
there are two grindftones and four wooden wheels for fliarpening and polilhing cutting 
.inftruments. A fmall hammer alfo for giving their primitive fhape to feythes. 

In another part of the town copper is flattened into flieets to the amount of about 
700 fchippunds, the workmen receive one rix-dollar per fchippund for ordinary (heets, 
and 1 2 fchillings additional for fuch as are four feet long by one and a half; there are 
three workmen employed on copper, and the quantity which may be flattened is from'' 
one thoufand to one thoufand two hundred fchippunds: there is moreover in the fame 
place, a hammer for fafhioning iron bars, another for nails, and different other fmall 
eftablifliments the fame as in the free town. The annual confumption of coal is fix 
thoufand lafts^ Here we fhall fpeak of the different qualities of iron, and the mode of 
dirtinguifliing them. Good iron is difficult to break, and breaks at once; within it is of 
a dullifli white colour; it is lighter than other iron, but among this fpecies the heavieft 
is preferred, as well as in call fteel. Iron w'hich is grey internally breaks more eafily. 
Iron which breaks when hot is known by groves acrofs it; when they run lengthways 
the iron is good : that which breaks when cold is of a Ihining appearance, granulated 
when broke. This is the beft for refifting the weather. The lighteft iron is feven and 
a half times the weight of water, the heavieft from eight to eight and a quarter. There 
is no dearth of water at Efldlftuna, nor is there any interruption to the works even in 
the depth of winter. , * 

From Eflcilftuna to Kolbeck by Smedby, is three miles and a half. On the firft ftage 
fome commons and blocks of granite dillinguilhable on each fide the road. At half a 
mile beyond Smidby we arrived at the brink of the lake Mtslcr, which is croffed on a 
raft in order to reach the fmall ifland Nickel, about a third of a mile in length, belong¬ 
ing t© Count de Creutz: on the paffage you have a delightful view of the lake. Upon 
leaving thej'fland you pafs over a fmall arm of the lake and land in Weftmania. The 
ifland is fandy and apparently fterile. Shortly after you crofs a third branch, which as 
well as the two preceding, is very narrow, and the fare of the watermen extremely 
moderate, it is a projeftion of the lake, into which the canal of Stromfholm difembogues 
itfelf: nothing would be more eafy than the conflruflion of bridges over thefe creeks, 
at leaft the two latter *, leaving the firft open for the paffage of veffels; after paffing the 
laft ferry, the ancient royal caftle of Stromfholm is fecn. Shortly after the road turns 
along fide the ftables, confifting of three piles of wooden bufldings of the greateft fim- 
plicity. Leaving firft the caftle and aftehvards the church'to the right we croffed a 
bridge over the river which, by a canal we fliall fhortly deferibe, is connefted with the 
lake. In order to fee this canal we were obliged to go from Kolbeck to Skantzen, three 
quarters of a mile diftant; when finifhed, it will no longer be neceffary to travel fo far 
for this purpofe, yet will that fpot be ever an objed of curiofity from the abundance of 
interefting objefts found there, as will be conceived from the detail we are about to 

* Pofti which arc ftOi vifible at the laft ferry indicate that there has been formerly a bridge there. 
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make. At there is no poit-houfe at Skantzen, it will be requilhe to bargain with 
poftillion who drives you from Kolbcck, to proceed to Skultuna or Welleros; in cafe of 
his rcfufing, you muft of neceffity return to take horfes at Kolbeck. 

The canal of Stromlholm begins at Norberg, in Weftmania, and ends at Strotnfliolm, 
where it joins lake Metier; it is ten miles in length. In feme parts the river was found 
to be navigable, but in ra'oll it was either deepened or new channels cut. The firft 
lock is at Sm/a, fix miles and a half beyond Skanlzen, and the laft at Stromlholm: 
there are to be five'and twenty. This canal was begun in 1777, and poflibly may be 
complcated in.iyg-j. if great exertion beufed ; throughout the whole length there is fix 
feet depth of water, at the bottom it is fixty feet broad, and at the furfacc ninety ; the 
largeft vcffels which the canal will bear are forty-feven feet in length, draw tke feet water, 
and are one hundred and fifty fehippunds burthen, (about forty-five tons). When wo 
faw it, velfels proceeded no farther than to the fixteenth lock: twenty-nine pafled annu¬ 
ally, but this number will be vallly increafed when the canal is entirely finilhed ; the 
•palTage by it is clofed in November and refumed in May. Above the lock number 
fourteen, there are fix hundred fathoms of mafonry, on account of the quality of the 
foil. 'I'hree hundred fathoms below this, is lock number fifteen ; and a hundred fa¬ 
thoms beyond number fixtcen; at a difiance thence of one thoufand five hundred 
fathoms are numbers feventeen and eighteen cut out of the rock, after which the canal 
makes a fiiarp turning through the natural rock to the left. The original plan w'as 
changed in this fpot. Five hundred fothoms from number eighteen are the locks nine¬ 
teen, twenty, and twenty one, which are together. One fingle lock colls ico,ooo dol¬ 
lars koppermimtt 1330I. fterling; the double and triple locks in proportion. Each lock 
has a fall of nearly fixteeu Swedilli feet from furface to furface. The total fall of the 
canal is one hundred and ninety-two fathoms: in lefs than half an hour’s walk you meet 
with eight locks, that is to fay from number fourteen to number twenty-one, from the 
firft to the laft the fall of water is fixty-four fathoms; in the neighbourhood of 
number fixteen is a fteel furnace; near to twenty-one a fmall hammer for iron. The 
mails of the veffels are fixed fo as to lower at pleafure, as on many of the locks there 
are btidges. Over the fixteenth lock is a very pretty fmall bridge, with para¬ 
pets and comer ftones of granite, with this infeription in the Swedilh language; 
“ This bridge, the firft built of Swedilh granite, was conftrufked in the reign of Gufta- 
vus III. the granite hewn by order of the fenator Baron Charles de Sparre. The work 
was dire£led by John Ufllroeum, the peafantry hewed the ftones in 1787.” Employed 
on this work are about five hundred men, who are paid from 16 to 48 ikillings per | of 
a cubic fathom, according to the nature of the ground. Veflels pafling along the canal 
pay 14 fchillings 8 rundftiicks per fchippund, of which 6 fchillings 8 rundftiicks towards 
the locks. This canal will be of great utility for iranfporting at fmall expence the pro¬ 
duce of the mines, which is very abundant in the part where it begins; once arrived at 
lake Moeler, the after expence of tranfport to Stockholm will be very trivial. It will be 
neceffary the traveller fhouid obtain a letter of addrefs to Mr. Berger^ the diredor of 
the canal. From Skantzen to Skultuna is twoand a quarter miles, on the way you crofs 
the Swartz : there is no inn at Skultuna nor any remedy but in taking up your abode 
with the proprietor of the manufadory'. 

Skultuna. Here is a brafs manufadory. M. ‘Galen in his work on the art of trans¬ 
forming copper into brafs, which makes a part of the arts and trades, has very well 
deferibed this operation; he took his detail from the manufadory eftabjilhed at Nord- 
kioeuping, to which all in Sweden bear refemblance. At that at Skultuna are three 
large kilns, the chimneys of which, built of brick, rife to a confiderable height; in one 
of mefekUns there are five furnaces, four in the fecond, and three in the thu\i, altoge- 
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ther t-.ve’ve: but nine are fiiilicienr. the copper is broken and reduced into 

i'niall pieces by the means of fledge hammers, it is put into crucibles of French clay; 
the deaniers of this article prompted the proprietors to make fearch for fimilarin Svve- 
tlen ; it has been fuiii'.d in Scniiia, and promifes fhortly to equal that of France, wliich 
will therefore become unn'-ccfliiry. In order to make it into ftiects it is run on a table 
of granite, over which aiiciiher is ruhicnded ; they arc thirteen feet in length by five in 
breadth, and from eight to ten inches thick : they come from Sr. Male, and colt 
roo pjottes the pair; in general it Jiappeus that out of every fnipmt?nt the half of what 
comes are bad. It appears adofiilhing that Sweden, which I'uperabounds with granite in 
every qu inter,'flionlU be obliged to import it from abroad : that of St. Malo is howCvcr 
•preferred on account of the mica and blende being more equally dillributcd, and in 
greater abundance. For cutting the fliccts intended to bo drawn into wire, a fmiilar 
machine is made ufe of to that of the F.iielifli: when the-brafs has been cut and drawn, 
it is put into a kiln, where it remains ibr half an hour : it is drawn five times, and even 
eight if the wii e be required of that finenefs. The packages of brafs wire arc made up 
to weigh forty pounds; there arc twenty wire-drawing moulds of Heel; the manufac¬ 
tory is worked by a cylinder with wings, which the water puts in motion ; the water is 
fupplied by the Sw^artz, (black river,) which empties itfclf into the lake at Wcftcros, and 
which conifantly furnilhesitin all feafons. In the nine furnaces before mentioned, tho 
metal is melted twice per day, that is every twelve hours; each melting yields two 
hundred and forty pounds of brafs. The whole quantity made in a year fcarcely ex¬ 
ceeds from fix to feven hundred Ichippunds; it might be extended to one thoufand. 
The fheets of brafs are five times roafted, and are as often put into the cylinder which 
refembles that at Afruifadt. On coming out they are ten elis long by three feet eight 
inches in breadth : it undergoes no alteration in its dimenfions. Copper in its trans¬ 
formation into brafs gains nearly twenty-five per cent., the precife quantity depending on 
the quality of the calamine. Hungary furnifhes two forts of this article, red and white; 
Poland but one, which is a reddilh grey: the Hungarian calamine is confidered to be 
the befl;; it coils t rix-dollar 43 fchillings per quintal, (three and a half to the fcliip- 
pund.) The coft of Polilh calamine is 25 rix-dollars per ton of between five and a half 
to fix fchippunds, about i rix-dollar 12 fchillings per fchippund: the annual confump- 
tion of this article is one thoufand two hundred fchippunds of calamine, and three thou¬ 
fand lafts of wood. 'I .herc is likewife a petty furnace for the running of fmall utenfils, 
which are afterwards poliflied. The filings are remitted, but experience a lofs of 50 per 
cent. In all from fixty to fixty-two workmen are employed. Ihe whole of this ma- 
nufaflory was confumed by fire about ten or twelve years ago : the lofs w'as enormous 
to the proprietor, a Mr. Acllervull, to whom the traveller fliould have recommendation. 
At prefent he has infured the whole, even the wood and charcoal; the infurance for 
buildings entirely of wood is two per cent, and from one to one and a half for other 
buildings, according to the quantity of brick and ftone contained in them. 

From Skultuna we proceeded to Wefteros, the dillance at mile and a half, the roads 
full of holes and bad. As a traveller rarely remains more then a few hours at Skul • 
tuna, he fhould keep his horfes. 

Wcjicros is a very ancient city which contains nothing worthy of remark. The tomb 
of Eric XIY. in the cathedral is abfolutely undeferving notice. The fteeple of this 
church, built on a fquare tower, is reckoned the higheft in Sweden, yet is not very 
high. y\t the extremity of a long jetty lined with warehoufes, is the port at which 
great quantities of iron are fhipped for Stockholm. The left fide of this jetty is a 
marfh ; before you arrive hither, you fee the government-houfe, which is a handfoine 
building. WeUeros is the capital of the province of Weftmania, one of the fi^neft in 
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Sweden, poffeffing meadows, arable lands, and mines of all defcriptions. Its pofitioii 
with rcfpeti to lake Mceler aftbrds great facility to the tranfportof its produftions, prin¬ 
cipally iron, of which it exports a confiderable quantity. Two famous diets have been 
held at Welteros, the one in 1527, the other in 1544; the fird deprived the clerp;y of 
its polftTlions, and the fecond fecured the throne, before ele£live, to the defceaJams of 
Guftavus Vafa. 

From Wt'fleivts to Upfal by Ni/^warn, Enhceupin^^ (a town,) iJJlcna, and Scfva, is 
altogether feven indes and one eighth: after the firil Itage you crofs the Serva or Sa~ 
pan, the fame river as flows by Sahla over a bridge, which paffed, you arc in Upland. 
This is a fine road ; the bridge which feparates the two provinces is built lharp of afcciit, 
on account of being liable to be covered by the water at the melting of the winter’s fmnv. 
F.nktcuping is a city, which elfcwherc would be looked upon only as a confiderable 
village ; its fituation is advantageous at the bottom of a creek of lake Moeler. 


Chap. XXII.— from Ufifnl to Abo, by Dannemora, CEuJierby, Lafla, Forfmarck, 

Gr 'ijlcham, and the ijle of Aland. 

AS we have already fpoken of the city of Upfal, we Ihall proceed direftly to the 
defeription of thofo objects which we noticed on our paflage to Abo in Finland ; this 
trip is very interelting on account of its aftbrding a fight of the richeft mine and the 
moll capital forges in Sweden. 

From Upfal to Hujby one mile and a half; thence to Anderby is two and a quarter; 
the road never bad, but frequently e.xtrcmely narrow. Half a mile from Hulby we 
came to Natholma, an excellent forge belonging to Count Brahe; and a little beyond 
ibis to his feat, which has a handfome appearance *. In the two laft ftages we palled 
over feveral plains. From Anderlby to Dannemora is three quarters of a mile, thence 
to (Flullcrby the fame diftance, although there is a nearer road. The road to OEufterby 
turns to the right, that to the mine to the left, you pal's under the machinery of the 
jHimps, which is fo low as to enforce your attention in cafe your carriage be any ways 
elevated. 

Dannemora. 1 his is the mine which may juftly be called the Peru of Sweden : it pro¬ 
duces the bed: iron, and of that at leaft a tenth part of the produdion of the whole king¬ 
dom; it is fituated in the hamlet of CEuderby. It is far from curious in itfelf as a 
mine, fince it has no galleries, no vaults, nor interior works; but merely a quarry open 
at the top. We fpeak of the great hole into which the curious arc wont to defeeud, 
and which alone yields twenty thoufand fchippunds, thus divided: two fifths to Loefta, 
two fifths to CEuIterby, and one fifth to Gimo. It is the beft iron of this mine, wholly 
monopolized by the Englilh, of which they make their Heel; it cofts, nearly a rix-dollar 
more than other iron. M. de Vergonnes, during his embaffy to Sweden, contrived to 
fend fome of it to France for fteel manufadqres, but the impo.rtation was not con¬ 
tinued. From the firft v|orks to the laft, there is a diftance of a thoufand ells in one 
diredion. Seventy-three openings have been made, but great part of them are clofed, 
cither on account of their not yielding ore, or the works being overflowed. 

This mine was worked for the firft time iii the thirteenth century; but the moft 
authentic monuments refpeding it, are of the date of the fifteenth ; its greateft 

* He has another feat between Upfal and Stockholm, where are many manuferipts, particularly in the 
Folilh language. 
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depth is eighty Swedifli fathoms; it fupplies feventecn forges with iron, and bdongs to 
thirteen proprietors; each of the feventeen great forges among which the ore is diftri* 
buted keep a man at the fpot to look to the fair diftribution of the produce. The mine 
is capable of yielding fixty thoulimd fchippunds of ore, but no more than from forty to 
forty-two fchippunds is extrafted. The ore yields from fixty to feventy-two per cent., 
the work in the mine is extremely eafy, being nothing but a block of metal; it was in¬ 
undated in 1693, and twenty years were employed before it could be emptied, and its 
works be refumed. A very confiderable work has even become neceffary on the fide 
of the lake which a( 51 s on the pumps, for the prevention of a fimilar accident. This 
undertaking has enabled the miners to begin a new fearch, in which ore has been found 
.at a very inconfiderable depth. There are in all four hundred workmen, if the women 
and children be included, who are very numerous in the large hole. Wood was for¬ 
merly ufed for heating the ore, which caufed a very great confutnption; at prefent they 
ufe powder alone, as has been the cafe for feven and twenty years j from two hundred 
and ten to two hundred and fifteen quintals are thus annually expended at a coft of 
from 10 to 11 rix-dollars per quintal. The tribute paid to the crown is a tenth of the 
rough iron ; the ore is blown up every day at a fixed period, to wit, noon. The great 
hole is conftantly full of fmoke, unlefs when expelled by a violent wind, when alone 
the bottom can be difcenied from the fummit. There is a fiaircafe but dangerous and 
confequently not ufed ; the only mode of defeent in praftice is by buckets ; we were 
five minutes and forty feconds in going down j the depth is feventy-eight toifes, there 
is day-light in every part; even in July we met with ice here and found it cold. In 
one comer is a forge for the tools of the workmen j no horfes are employed within the 
mine, but eighty without for daily work : all the buckets are a£led upon by horfes ; 
the wheel that works the pumps is twenty-four ells in diameter; it is the largeil in 
Sweden, and is worked by a very trifling head of water. 

Few years pafs over without fome accident from the falling of ftones; but the rope 
was never known to break; it is related that a girl being in the bucket, the bucket 
ftriking againfl: a projefting rock was overfet, but the girl^s petticoats fortunately catch¬ 
ing the rock, (he hung by them till fuch time another bucket was let down to her re¬ 
lief ; what was however equally extraordinary, the girl had the courage to go down 
again the fame day as if nothing had happen^. Since the ufe of gunpowder in the 
mine the workmen have earned more, as being enabled to do more labour; fome have 
even made money and built themfelves fmall houfes. Cora bang dear in 1791, the la¬ 
bourers of the mine infifted upon paying no more than the fourth, inftead of half of 
the market price as ufual, but the proprietors who had a year’s flock of ore on hand, 
refufing to employ them on fuch conditions they defifled from their demand. 

The following minerals may be obtained at this mine; black and bluiih granulated 
iron ore, fometimes naturally poliflied on the furface} many varieties of amianthus; 
mountain leather and mountain cork; cryftals of calcareous fpar, pyramidal and hex¬ 
agonal in drufes ; pale amethyflsj cloudy topazes; cryflals •f white quartz in drufes, 
moftly without prifnis ; rock garnets!, fometimes cryftalizedji rock pebbles, of various 
colours, fometimes in layers; mineral pitch ; and martial pyrites in cubes. The iron 
of this mine, the dcarefl in Sweden, is fliipped at Stockholm, and not at Oregrund, 
where formerly it ufed to be Ihipped, artd the name of which place it has preferved in 
foreign countries. By the fide of the mine are the mineral fprings of Harvick, the fla¬ 
vour and properties of which bear great analogy to the waters of Balaruc. 

CEufterby is a quarter of a league from Dannemora; here you may have accommo- 
’ dafion at the inn, which is tolerable, and moderate of charge. This eflate belongs to 
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Meffrs.Grill and l?yhl; It did belong toGuftavus Adolphus, who dwelt here, but with fe- 
veral others was given to the family of Geer, who had rendered the King great fervice: 
theprefent poffeflbrs bought it for 140,000 nx<dollars, but according to the increafeof 
the value of coin, its worth is about 300,000 rix-dollars; the chateau is handfome and 
well built, of brick and ftone (notwithftanding the Dutch traveller reports it of wood)'; 
within it has little to recommend it j its neighbourhood is pleafant, particularly for a 
country fo much tovyards the north. The traveller will do well to vifit this forge, as all 
the different works are carried on at it, whereas at Lcefta and Forfmarck no pig iron is 
run. This forge has three hammers, without including one for fteel and another for ' 
iron ; each hammer is capable of working from forty to fifty fchippunds weekly ; what 
is hi^ly Angular, one of thefe continually works more than the other two by from fix 
to feven fchippunds, and notwithftanding the workmen have been changed, the refult, 
without their being able to account for it, has yet been conftantly the fame. The Wal¬ 
loon method of working is followed here, becaufe more work is completed by that 
method, and the iron lefs hammered; this practice is requifite at this forge as well as 
that of Loefta and Gimo, as all the iron is manufa£tured at thefe three different places,. 
of which the Englifli make their fteel. Here five thoufand fchippunds are forged; 
fome years they have, from want of water, been able to forge no more than three ihou- 
fand ; fometimes there is alfo a dearth of charcoal; what is bought cofts 32 fchillings, 
if brought by the peafants it cofts from 6 to 7 dollars. For iron in bars, 4 lafts per fehip- 
pund is required, of which two for the rough iron of the firft cafting. The charcoal' 
for the kilns is much more burnt than that for melting. The fteel is worked with fea- 
coal, after the Englifli manner, with artificial bellows. Samples of it have been fent to 
France, but they could not vie with the Englifli. The price of nails is, if under five 
inches long, from one to fix dollars the thoufand. Large nails are fold by the fehip- 
pund, at from 10 to 15 rix-dollar.', according as the heads are more or lefs wrought.- 

The water comes from a lake, three-fourths of a mile in length, w’hich formerly was = 
a marfli. Channels were cut in the neighbouring forefts connefted with it, in order to 
gather in one place all the rain-water; m dry years there is but little, as was the cafe 
particularly in 1790. It frequently raifes higher than the ground in its neighbourhood, 
which has ncceflitated the couftruftion of a ftrong dam ; foould this give way, not only 
the forge but the plain as far as Upfal, and a part of the town even, would be over¬ 
flowed. In 1751 or 52, only four inches were vfranting of its reaching the fummit of the' 
dam. The Governor of Upfal perceiving the waters fuddcnly rife, came in perfon to ‘ 
CEufterby, to fee if the dam had not given way. By the fide of the lake is another re- 
fervoir, and two more below this. From the firft to the laft there is a fall of from 
twelve to thirteen ells. The fame water fupplies Lceufta in great meafure. 

All workmen requifite to a colony are found here : the village is compofed of feventy 
houfes, difpofed in four ftreets after the manner of theEKitch; each houfe contains two * 
families, and has a little garden; there are 6ne hundred and fifty workmen, and alto¬ 
gether feven hundred inha^bitants. The Walloon colony at CEufterby has preferved a 
confiderable portion of ire antient manners; the people compofing it intermarrying 
only among themfelves, and holding the peafantry around in fovereign contempt. In 
1790 they attempted to imitate the people from .Liege, but this kind of revolt had no • 
confequcnces. In their contraflt there is a ftipulation for wine, and they are paid in 
filver. Their fupport requires fix or feven thoufand tons of corn annually, and as the 
eftate produces no more than from nine hundred to a thoufand, the reft is purchafed, 
which occafions a confiderable expence. In this forge labour ceafes from eight in the 
morning of Saturday, until four on Sunday evening. The Director’s falary is from five 
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to 600 rix-dollars, he has moreover a dwelling, and like the workmen i& furnillied 
with charcoal and grain at hall' price. Iron is extrafted from the drofs the fame as at 
Suderfors,. and as well as at Suderfors they here make bricks of it for building. Their 
grain is dried by a flue, through which the fumes from the furnace arc conducted beucath 
fhcets imperceptibly bored and inclined the fame as the roof of a houfe ; Hues for this 
purpofe proceed from the two furnaces belonging to the hammer on the fule. There 
are two chambers of this defeription, each of which dries twenty tons every twenty-fouB 
hours. They are a contrivance of Mr. Veftrceun, and have Been very generally 
adopted. 

From QHuflerby to Bru is half a mile, (it will be necofl'ary to pre-advife one of the 
• clerks belonging to the forge of the lime at which you wifli to depart, as there are no 
horfes at CEuflerby.) To Hokanfio one mile and a half. '1 his polt-houre is iome dif- 
tanceout of the great road, on the right; at a quarter of the diltance of this laft ilage, 
there is another road to the right wliich leads to Forfmarck, a limilar dillance. 'I'o 
I.oEufta three quarters of a mile ; from the inftant of leaving the road to l orlmarck 
you have nothing but foreft, and will decide which of thole two forges you will \i!it 
firft, according to your courfe afterwards being either northward to Gelie, or fouthward 
on return to Stockholm, or to regain the high road to F’inland. 

Lmtjta, The inn is at the extremity of a long ftreet planted with trees; «)n one fule 
are the houfesof the w'ork people and perfons employed, on the other, of the depend¬ 
ants on the cadle, which is of one ftory and pretty enough, but not equally lb, in our 
elleem, with that of CEufterby; as you enter the court on the right hand you iind two 
fmall apartments; upon the gardens are five apartments in fucceliion, among which are 
the faloon and dining-room; the furniture is of a common defeription ; there arc fome 
family piftures, and paintings of Italian monuments. A Cleopatra in tapcllry, much ex¬ 
tolled, which had no charms for us, and which is valuable but on account of the perlbn 
from whom it was received by the pofl'eflbr. Among the portraits, that of Charles de 
Geer is diftinguilliable; the firll who came from Holland to Sweden in 1652. He 
was proprietor of the ellates of Finfpongs, Ltxufta, Gimo, CEufterby^ Godegord^ and 
Skilberg. On the firft ftory are fome very plain apartments. I’he gardens are hand- 
fome, particularly when confidered they are north of 6^® of lat. The library is with¬ 
out the caftlc; it does not contain more than feven thoufand volumes, among which 
nothing peculiarly valuable, except a folio volume of infecls and birds, extremely well 
ptunted in colours. It is a defeription of the cabinet prefented by Charles de Geer, 
Marlhal of the Court, to the academy of fcienccs, w'here it ftill is under the diredion 
of M. Sparrman. A manufeript of memoirs to ferve to give light to the hiiiory of the 
age in which he lived, written by Charles de Geer, with a number of drawings by 
himfeif, alfo a very beautiful work. Round the caftle are fevcral pavillions ll-rving for 
ftables for fixty-four horfes, kitchens, and other offices. A volery, two hot houfes 
containing orange-trees, aloes, coffee-trees,'See. A magazin of fowling-pieces, contain¬ 
ing at leaft ahundrjed, with a number.of piftols, feveral RuAic Iticks, and Lapland fur¬ 
niture. In a very fmall apartment is. a cabinet of natural hiftbry. 

The forge is very confiderable, it 'employs four hammers, each of which capable of 
working fifty fchippunds weekly, when in full play; in the wffiole they turn out from 
eight to nine thoufand fchippunds at the moft. The pigs are run in ether forges in the 
neighbourhood belonging likewife to the Baron de Geer. This is done for the fake of 
faving charcoal which is rare at Loeufta. Nothing is made here but bars; their manner 
working, the Walloqn. The hammers are at a (land from eight in the morning of 
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Saturday until Sunday at midnight. Grain is dried here in the fame manner as at 
CEufterby. This village alfo like that forms a colony of itfelf. 

In cafe of ftopping but for a few hours at Lccufta, the traveller will do well to retain 
the horfes he brings with him, to take him to the firft port town, feeing there are none 
at Loeufta, and that he will otherwife have to wait. From Loeufta to Rethibo three 
quarters of a mile; thence to Forfmarck one mile and a quarter; although the real 
diftance be altogether no more than feven quarters, it is yet the cuflom, upon what ac¬ 
count is not known,* to exa£t a quarter of a mile more. On the firfl: ftage the road be¬ 
gins to be very narrow, and you pafs through nothing but forefls. There is accom¬ 
modation for the traveller at the inn at Forfmarck, where he may lodge. 

Forfmarck. The manfion-houfe at Forfmarck has a more impofmg appearance than 
either of the two preceding; it is two ftories high; eleven windows by fix ; a hand- 
fome court and agreeable gardens, which are the more ftriking from the wildnefs of 
the road to Forfmarck, from which nothing is to be feen but rocks and woods. The 
iron is not run into pigs here on account of the fcarcity of charcoal; the eftablifiiment 
has two hammers, and forges about.three tboufand fchippunds. The ore comes fron\ 
Dannemora ; the pig iron from the neighbouring forges and from one in Finland, be¬ 
longing to Mr. Uggla. There is here a very fmall furnace of the fame fhape as thofe 
in which the pigs are run ; the drofs’ is founded here which falls from the pigs when 
under the hammer ; when in train there are eight meltings per week, each yielding 
from three to four lifpunds of iron. The Walloon method is followed here, where 
there flill remains a number of Walloons. All trades requifite to a colony are followed 
here as well as at the other forges, there is likewife a fchool for children. The work 
at the forges finifties on Saturday at night, and is refumed on Sunday night. They have 
here a machine for drying grain fimilar to thofe at CEufterby and Lccufta: the ware- 
houfes are handfome and well built. The eftate of Forfmarck was fold by Mr. Jen¬ 
nings to Mr. Uggla twelve years ago, for 100,000 rix dollars, it is now worth up¬ 
wards of 200,000, The mother of Guftavus Adolphus is faid to have dwelt here- 
Johannefors is three-eighths of a mile diftant, where there is a fmall hammer for fteel- 
works and one for nails; here alfo axles are made and fprings for carriages. Tire for 
wheels is made at Forfmarck. To make the fteel they ufe Englifli coal which cofts one 
rix-dollar the ton. Here it is that the ore which Mr. Uggla fends to Finland to be 
melted is embarked on a canal, and the pig iron returned thence is unloaded; it is 
very near the fea, which here forms a fmall bay and looks moft like a lake. There are 
here faw and corn-mills, over the corn-mills is a fmall belviderct whence the fea is dif- 
covered, and where the vifitor inferibes his name in a regifter kept for the j)urpofe. 

From Forfmarck to Norrjicdicka is one mile and a quarter (really one and a half,) 
near the firft mile po.ft there is a road to the left which leads to CEuregrund, a fmaU 
town and fea-port. To Marka is one mile i^her, the road fandy, the country well 
wooded ; on the left is diftinguifhed the little town of Ofthammer, and fhortly after 
by the fide of a church youj leave the road to Upial on the left. Before you arrive at 
the poft^houfeyou keep forffome fhort diftance along the banks of a lake. To Sanda 
one mile and a half, nothing but woods and fand,^nd rocks. Half a mile from this 
place by the fide of the church is a monument erefied by Baron Oxenftiern, in memory 
of his wife, who died in 1786, it confifts of a imall iron column furmounted by an 
urn with an infeription ^ beyond is the village compofed of one ftreet, with the houfes 
built only on one fide; it is fmall but very well built; on the left you diftinguifii -the 
feat of Baron Oxenftiern, in a charming feite near the fea; this eftate, call^ Hargs, 
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has a confiderablu forge which employs two hammers. To Harmaby, one mile and a 
half, fands and woods and rocks, To "trojia, ond and a half mile j at the beginning 
of this ftage you meet the road from Stockholm to Grifleham, and at length enter a 
more direft road: this ftage is a bad one, has a number of rifings and defcents in it, 
and affords profpeds of nothing but funds and woods and rocks. To Grifleham three 
quarters of a mile} upon leaving the poft-houfe you crofs a very narrow arm of the 
fea which ftretches deep in fhore, in a boat (the charge exceedingly fmall.) Grifleham 
is badly placed on the map of the roads, it ought to be moretowaj*ds the north. 

Here it is that paffengers embark for the ifland of Aland ; the boatmen employed for 
the occafion are regiftcred marines; but as they live at their own homes, frequently at 
great diftances from the fhore, you have to fend before to give them feveral hours no¬ 
tice unlefe you prefer waiting. On embarkation you pay a duty of four fchillings each 
perfon. The paffage over to Ekereu, in the ifland of Aland, is faid to be feven miles, 
for our part we do not think it fix: we were five hours within ten minutes in crofting: we 
have been affured that the paffage has been made in two hours, but fuch an event muft be 
very uncommon; the boatshave nodecks; if a fmall boat be taken the chargeistwo rix-dol- 
lars, if a larger, three, (we advife the latter.) In the winter time, that is to fay from Oftober 
14, to April 14, the charge is double. Haifa rix-dollar is given to the men to drink. 
Provided you embark with the courier on Wednefday or Saturday morning, you crofs 
for a trifle ; the ftipulated fare being hung up in the poft-houfe you cannot be miftaken 
as ta what you have to pay. The worft periods to pafs are the beginning of autumn and 
fpring, but particularly the latter. The ifland of Aland as well as thofe before met with, 
are dependencies of the government of Finland. In thefe Fadenhielm notes are current 
(fo called from the perfon by whom they are figned); thefe notes were iffued during 
the war of 1788; they are current in Finland alone, where they are obligatory; there 
was a difeount upon them when exchanged againft thofe of Rik/ens, of from twelve to^ 
thirteen percent, and confequently a lols of twenty-five per cent, or thereabouts, when 
exchanged againft bank notes: but, as is juft, thefe notes are received by the colleftors 
of the taxes, and are confequently ufed by the Fins for payment of their impofts. It 
has been in contemplation to annihilate them entirely, an ubje£l: much to be 
defired *. 

From Ekereu to Marby is feven eighths of a mile. Here you leave your horli-s and 
crofs an arm of the fea in an oared boat; the fea here is about a quarter of a mile 
over; provided you take with you a very light carriage fuch as are generally uf< d in 
the country the wheels are not taken off, if not it will be neceffary to take them off, and 
even to bava^two boats (hould it be heavy and carry much luggage; you are from twenty 
to twenty-five minutes in crofling. If on foot, on horfeback, or with a light carriage, 
you pay three dollars; four for a carriage with four wheels, and eight for two boats. 
ITie little ifland of Ekereu is very fandy; has a quantity of foreft and rocky ground, 
fome few corn-fields, and appeared to us tolerably well peopled. The ifland of Aland, 
upon which we landed is about three miles in breadth, froln eaft to weft, and fomewhat 
more in length. It is pretty well peopled although it has rib towns; is very woody, has 
abundance of rock, but lefs fandWn the preceding. In it blofks of red granite, 
are feen on every fide; iris indoitqd by many arms of the fea which form numerous 
gulphs, and mtift neceflbily render a dired communication difficult at certain feafonsof 

* In 179J, the Regent ord^d them to be paid. Count M. had liTued a number of forged onei; but 
h» property was feque&nted for the payment of them, himfelf degraded from hit tank, and banifbed the 
kin^m. 
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the year. Landing on the ifland of Aland you find the poft-houfe of frebenbyi thence 
to Enkarby Is one mile and a quarter; to Haraldby one and a quarter; altnoft towards 
the end of this ftage you crofs a fmall arm of the fea in a flat boat, the charge is one 
fchilling per each horfe, the carriage is not difinounted. To Bomarfand three eighths 
of a mile; at the firfl: eighth after palling a wooden bridge you diftinguilh on the right 
the xuinated caftle of Cajielholm^ in whi^ the unfortunate Eric XIV. was confined in 
1751. By the fide of it is a fmall buildbg which ferves as a prifon. At Bomarfund 
you embark for-Finland; if the wind be good it will be advifeable to take boat diredr 
for Abb, thus avoiding the inconvenience and lofs of time arifing from repeated em¬ 
barkations* and difembarkations. In this cafe, as you travel through the village of Finby, 
half a mile before you reach Bomarfand, you mud treat with a Iraat maderm order not 
to have to wait: a boat to Abo cods five, or at mod fia rix.dollars; the didance nearly 
fixteen miles and a half. We crolTed in fifteen hours, and had not the wind changed 
towardyfhe latter part of our courfe, Ihould have completed the paflage in lefs than 
olsueii; as we had already got fourteen miles on our way in eight hours: with the ex¬ 
ception of the paflage called Delet nearly three miles broad, you are cbndantly fur- 
rounded by iflands, and at hand to take refuge in cafe of contrary winds. Of thefe 
illands, fome are nothing but rocks, others are covered with wood and inhabited. 
Some are more than a league and a half in breadth, fuch as Vardo, Kiimlinge^ and feveral 
others as you approach the coad of Finland. This inceiTantly varying feene affords a 
Angular prOfpeil, before you reach Abo, you percrive the little town of Nodendahl. 
If the traveller prefer following the cuftomary road he may, confult the book of pod 
roads; he will however do much better in taking our advice, fo faving both money 
and time. 

Aboy the capital of Finland, is fituated on a fmall river about half a mile from the 
fea; it has a number of done houfes, and contains ten thoufand inhabitants. It is 
imagined that the lad war may poliibly have fomewhat diminiihed this numl^r. At 
the entrance of the channel or river of Abo, on the left, is the old cadle in which the 
unfortunate Eric XIV. was for fome time imprifoned, as well as John III. in 1563. In 
1791, this cadle was repaired for quarters for troops; a plan was refolved upon for 
ellablifliing there a third flotilla compofed of a dozen of bomb ketches and about three 
fcore gun-boats. They are to be under Ihclter; when the cafUe is finifhed itwillaflFord 
quarters for one hundred and eighty marines. 

The cathedral is a tolerably large building of great antiquity; it contains the monu¬ 
ments of a number of noble families burira there; that among others of Catharine 
Manfdotter, Queen of Sweden, married to Eric XIV. who died in F lpan d in 1612. 
In the fame chapel that of Count de Tott her fon-in-law, and her ^du^er Sigrida. 
The organ is the prefentof a citizen of Abo, who thought he hada.n^ttotranfmithis 
likenefs to poderity, and for that purpofe caufed himfelf to be pain^ at length in the 
middle of the front. / 

The univerfity was foujided in 1640, during the minority of C^ridina: it contained 
in 1791 three hundred sjnd fifty dudents: it k regulated m the fame manner as the 
univerfity at Upfal. The library contains ten th^faud volumes; its revenue is no more 
than 120 rix-dollars; it was founded by Coui^Bralie at the fame time as the univer¬ 
fity : this library contains nothing particularly curious; we were ihewn a manufeript 
in folio of one thou^d three hundred and forty-one pages, entitled. Minutes ef a 
emmifton nominated in 1676 , and rf the fentente pronounced on certain malrfaQors and 
tnagiciansy written in the Swedijh language by Andrew Enffoan, the Notary of tlx /aid 
CommU/ion: it wants fome leaves at the beginning. Mijfale Abenfe^ Lubedc, 1588, 
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with wooden cuts; only two copies are in exiftence; the other is in the library at Up» 
•fal, and is not complete. Dialogus creatuHrum moralizatus. The hiftory of the library 
has been written by Henry Gabriel Porthun^ profeffor of Rhetoric. 

Chap* Abo to Peterjburg by Helfitig/orSf Fredericjhammt and Wybt^g. 

FROM. Abo to Pikht commons, heaths, fome bills, and fome maadows, but of no 
great eRtent. To ViAa the ikme country, a number of windmills. To Handelost an 
interfe£led country, ^ndy roads, afcents and defcents frequent, woods. The poft*houfe 
•is on the leR, on an eminence out of the high road. To Hake/iaro no change of fcene, 
many hill^ the defcent of fome of which bad. HafiOf the firlt; mile fands, woods, and 
rocks, afcents and defcents in very quick fucceflion, the reft of tlie road not fo bad, pre- 
fents fome valleys and meadows. To Swandbyt (on this ftage you pay for a oyiarterof 
a mile ipore tham the real diftance,) fands, rocks, and hills; a quantity of fbre3,bo»h.. 
before and after you pafs a bridge: in the middle of the ftage you meet with two roads 
which are the fame ; houfes extremely rare. To Biorfby, fands, rocks, woods, the 
road hilly: at about three quarters of a mile on this ftage you leave to the right a road 
leading tOiR newly conftruded fort, and take that through the wood. To Miollbolftadt 
the fame fort of road, many profpedb of the fea, and of a feat on the right belonging to 
Mr. Atmnoff-: the road by the fide of a river on which are feveral hammers for iron ; 
the bankas of it are well peopled, at length you crofs it, and after pafting the bridge leave 
the road ta Ekeneu on the right. To Kockis, fands and almoft uninterrupted torefts» 
this ftage Is exceedingly rugged: the poft-houfe is on the right out of the high road. 
To Bolfladt rile toad Mtter, the country well peopled, and cultivated ; the poft'houfe 
away from the road. To gwr* a far lefs agreeable ftage, frequently ftony, woody, and 
full of JiUlocks. To Bombaule, hills, fands, the country well populated and in good 
cultivarion. To Heljingfors^ fands and mountains. Provided the traveller be not in¬ 
clined n? go to Helfingmrs, which is to the right out of the great road, he will proceed 
from Bomboeule to Hackftoeule. At almoft all the poft houfes from Abo there are 
accommodt^nsfor ileeping, either good or bad: at Helfmgfors there are a number of 
inns, the beft is kept by a German. 

Helfit^fors. Notwithftanding this be the refidcnce of the Commander in chief of 
Finland^, it is a town moft horridly paved, and contains no more than a thoufand in- 
habitanfs;'may with perfed truth affirm that we faw as many cows in the ftreets as 
paflengi^; for the fortrels*of Sweabourg it is totally unworthy of being vifited: this 
fortre^ if ffiu^-than balf a mfte from the fhore, and is deferving the minute attention of 
the curious trawi^r. For this purpofe an order from the minifter or the Governor of 
Finland is indifp^bly neceflary. 

On one fidq of\he town is a magazine for the field artillery, which is to confift of 

one hundred: and tv^ty-^^es of cannon, many of which are now cafting, and eight 

thoufand midquets. -fhere ve other magazines in Finland, u he officer who conduded 

us, informed us that there were nearw tour hundred pieces of cannon employed in the 

laft war, which, vriiento one acquriiusd with the roads and the country, muft appear 

extraordinary indeed. Twentyrfour Irorfes are required for a twenty-four-pounder, fix 

for a fix-pounder,, wd for cannon of other dimenfions in proportion. 

^ * 

• The houfe occupied in 1791 by General Klinfoorre, ii the very fame in which the lodge of Firee^ Ma- 
fons was held, of which we fpoke in our account of the confpiracy againlit Guftavui 111 .; at tliat period it 
bhabited by General Poffe. • 
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Sweabourg. This fortrefs is compofed of feven fmall iflands or rather rocks, three 
of which are joined to each other by bridges. ’ It requires half an hour to pafs fron» 
Helfingfors over to the principal ifland (GuftafhSlm), on which the govenior’s houle 
is fituated.' No communication between the fortrefs and the town is pradicable during 
the prevahpnjce of a (bong fouth-weft wind. The conftrudion of this place was begun 
in *1748, although it be not yet complete, it is in a perfeflly defenfible conditmn, 
but wo'di^^J^tkat purpofe require a garrifon of fix thoufand men. The garrifon in 
July i^i||pRonfilt\!a'of three battalions of infantry (levies)^ and two of marines, making 
togethewlyfb thoufand men. There was befides a company of artillery, but that was 
in another Hfland, where alfo is the arfenal, and magazine for the land forces only. On 
coming from Helfingfors, you leave this ifland on the left. Independent of the garri« 
fon, there'afe other inhabitants, which, with the wives and children of the foldiers, may 
make the *^hole population amount to four thoufand. It has neither fpring nor well, 
but an inmienfe refervoir for preferving rain water.. The buildings are extenfive and 
wtil-fiililhed; 'eefemates are fafliioned for five or fix thoufand men, with feveral powder 
magazines, three of which alone are built of brick. (The powder cofts His Msyefty 
1 o rix-dollars the quintal.) There is a complete ftaff here, and all defcriptions of 
workmen requifite to a colony. There are befides common prifons in the citadel. The 
harbour is excellent, being capable of containing fixty fail of the line; large veflTels can¬ 
not enter but by an extremely narrow channel, commanded by the guns of the fortre&; 
we faw, exclufiveof mortars, one hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, which point upon' 
this paffage, and nearly a thoufand pieces altogether, including the land batteries in the 
different forts. Many of the works are cut out of the rock. A very handfome dock 
is now making, which when finifhed, will be able to hold fifteen veflels under cover, 
twelve of which for the fake of prefervation, and three at the extremity of the dock for 
repairs, between two fluices. This dock is three hundred and feventy-two Swedifli feet 
in length, by one hundred and fifty in breadth. Another new one is conftrud- 
ing, which will foon be finifhed, and be capable of containing the larged fhips of the 
line. 

This is the firft ftation of the flotilla. Here are xebecs, frigates, praams, floating 
batteries, gun boats and yawls in dry dock under cover, but no galleys. The number 
of thefc veffels is very confiderable, many of them frigates of thirty-fix guns, and fhips- 
called Tnurma, which carry twenty-four thirty-fix pounders, and are the more tremen¬ 
dous, from their ports being no more than four feet from the water. Thefe contri¬ 
buted greatly towards the vidory obtained at Svenkfund. We faw fome vr/(Fels, which 
looked like xebecs, carrying ten guns placed in the middle, and which Mn be turned 
in any direftion. On board the galleys the fupply is one hundred broabfldesj the fame 
for the yawls and gun boats; thefe latter carry from fixty to fixty-fou^Wn, in which 
cafe fifty foldiers, eight failors, and fix gunners. The compleine^ of the yawls is 
eighteen men, commanded^by a petty oflicer; they carry one gun df from eighteen to 
twenty-four pounds, fixed p fuch a manner, that the boat recoils upon its being fired 
and not the piece itfelf; in jfront is a fort of projecHon, with a platform, from which the 
gun is loaded, after which the man re-enters thJboat. A divifion is.generally com¬ 
pofed of ten gun boats and fix yawls, fomedmes ly/ore. Colonel commandant 

at Sweabourg, (of whofe civilities we cannot fpeak tqt> highly,) has contrived a kind of 
bomb ketch, which has not yet been put in fervice. It confifts of a very large velfel, 
the maft of which is made to lower at pleafure; the mortar is ftadoned near the main- 
mall, in the middle of the veflel; it is couched on a frame of llrong planks, under 
which is a heap of birch bark of great depth, for the purpofe* of diminilhing, by the 
clallicity of the bark, the violence of the recoil. The mortar is calculated to throw a 

bomb 
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bomb of eighty-eight pounds, befides at the fame time one of forty pounds *. M. de 
Kiercber is employed on the map of Finland. 

Diftributed among the three Itatio^ of the fleet at Svreabourg, Stockholm, and Abo, 
there are one hundred and thirty-three gun boats, fucty-three yawls, forty galleys and 
demi-galleys, about forty fquare built ihips, fuch as frigates, xebecs, cutt^^ &c. At 
Landferona, a fourth ftatlon is to be formed, on the plan of that of Abe^ •F^runan. 
ning this fleet there are one thoufand two hundred and feventy-fiv e men regiftered, that 
is to fay, eight hundred and twenty-five in Finland, and four hundx^and flftydn Swe¬ 
den : the eight hundred and twenty-five are divided into fourteen companiW, two of 
which, of one hundred men each, for the two colmiels at Sweabourg and Abo; three 
• of feventy-five, foir the lieutenant-colonel and the two majors at Sweabourg; and eight 
of fifty, commanded by captains. The four hundred and fifty in SwedeAform feven 
companies, four of which of feventy-five men each, and three of fifty. Th^Vcompanics 
remain the fame in time of war: they are engaged for fix years, recei^'^pbttes pcr 
month, and two pounds of bread per diem. Every three years d»«T'have funriflled 
thern a jacket, waiftcoat, and three pair of breeches of blue cloth, which cofts 36 fchil- 
lings Ml ell; two coats and two pair of breeches of coarfe grey cloth f, and two waift- 
coats of coarfe unbleached cloth t; three pair of long pantaloons, and three aprons of 
fail-cloth, which coft from 5 to 8 fchillings per ell; three pair of flioes, (i rix-dollar 
eight fchillings,) and three pair of foies; four Ihirts and four pair of woollen flockings 
/ (one with another from 16 to 20 fldllings); two pair of long rolled up hofe, which 
cover the thigh; two pair of leathern overalls; a hat (untrimmed 32 Ikillings, with 
the band and hoop, &c. 24—i rix-dollar 8 fchillings); and a hair (tiffener for the 
neck (id fchillings). The cloak is given only once in nine years, the knapfack once 
in fix years, and themuiketand bayonet the fame ( 6 rix-dollars). 

At Sweabourg we faw feme fix-pounders, which had as many as forty calibers. Ex¬ 
periments have been made of cannon to move on a pivot, but without fuccefs. We 
had feme Rufiian pieces fhewn us almofl; as long as cannon, the mouths of which were 
ten inches in diameter, and from v^hich they fire thirty three-pounders at a time; they 
will carry from five to fix hundred fathoms; the Ruffians place two of them on the 
poop of thdr Ships. 

There is an eighth ifland, perfeftly contiguous to that in which the fortrefs is fitu- 
ated, whence, in cafe of the enemy getting a flation, it might be fuccefsfully attacked. 
It is in contemplation to fortify it, which is highly neceflary, for it would be an eafy 
matter to btmbard thoice, under cover of the rocks, not only the fortrefs but the flo¬ 
tilla in th&iis^ur alfo. If the engagement of the 9th of July had had a different fe- 
fult, it was mended that Sweabourg fhould have been attacked, and from this ifland 
was it they menft it fhould be bombarded. The Ruffians are in poffeflTion of very exaft 
plans of this foritefs, given them by the traitor Springporten J. 

The principal c^irt of the fortrefs is regular and handfome: at the bottom is the 
governor’s houfe, well fumifhed, nay much better than could be looked for on a rock 
m the middle of the fea. In the cc^et is a tomb elevated feme few fteps; it is that of 
Mr. Ebrehfvard, the governor of t^ place, who formed the plan of the fortrefs. In 

* At the map and chart office at Stockholm, ibme very handfome charts of the Baltic and the Gniph 
of Finland, by Vice-Admiral Nordenanker, may be procured.. There were ^ven piibliihed in 1791, which 
number it to be made op ten: they are reported to be minutely corrcA, and coft but 34 fkiftings each. 
There are alfo three charts of lake Wcncr. 

f Of hemp or flax. ' , 

i Wc .have been aflared even at Peterfburg that the Kuffiaoa had friends in the Sottntt, upon whom 
they 69«ld depend; bnt thia we arc unwilling to believe^ 

the 
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fhe governor’s houfe, which formerly was the hofpital, he is painted extremely well in 
crayons, on cloth. The pidlure of him was iaken by Mr. Sjoeuftiernal, a Swedilh of¬ 
ficer, wounded at the battle of Hogland; this officer ferved in France during the Ame¬ 
rican war. (At that time we had nearly fifty in our navy ; twenty-eight of whom re¬ 
turned to their own country, all of them remunerated with the Order of Merit.) 
This fortrefs, of the greateft confequence, deferves the full attention of the traveller.- 

From Helfingfbrs to Hackfboeule the roads are tolerably good, few mountains, fome 
fands. On leavmg the town, you crofs two fmall arms of the fea over bridges. At the 
middle of the ftage you leave on the left the great road, quitted on the way to Helfing- 
fors. This fame road leads to Tava(lehus,and into theSavolax. On the left you difeern 
a large plain ; frequently rocks and fome woods. At Sibbo, a tolerably handfonie poft- 
houfe, an abundance of wood; the country conftantly full of rocks, but pretty well 
cultivated; Ibme few fands. Half a mile from the poll-houfe, on the right hand, on- 
the road, is a fmall glafs-houfe; it employs but five hands, and has but one furnace 
with five openings: the firlt earth is brought from Stralfund, and cofts 1 2 fchillings 
per nine pounds Swedifh weight: here glafles of all deferiptions are made, and plate 
glafs; the largelt plates are forty-fix French inches by twenty-four to twenty-five. We 
did not confider them of very good colour. This glafs-houfe is called Mariendahl : 
there are three others in Finland, one at Biorneborg, one at Uleaborg, and the third 
atTavaftehus ; the lall is the moft confiderable. The poft-houfe at Sibbo is on the left 
out of the road; here you may fleep.—To Vokojki^ fome fliort but very rapid afeents* 
woods, and rocks. On leaving the poft-houfe, you pafs a road on the left, which leads 
to St. Michael. The poft-houfe of Vokolki is on the left, out of the road. Before 
you reach it, you crofs a bridge over a fmall river.—To BorgOy the road hilly, the 
country covered with wood. At the entrance of Borgo, you crofs the river over a 
bridge. This town is very badly paved, and very dirty. Here it was that,- for the 
firft time, we were aJked for our paffport, the judge of its value an innkeeper. At 
Louifa, upon our leaving the town, it was enquired for again.—^lo //W, this ftage is 
fimilar to the two preceding.—To Perno, the road ftill very mountainous} rocks and 
foreft on cither fide. Between Forbi and Perm is a very high caufevvay, in a wood,- 
between two precipices: in cafe of travelling this W'ay by night, the greateft care will 
be requifite.—To ForJby\ here is a furnace and two hammers.-;-To Louifa \ on this 
ftage you difeem blocKsof granite on each fide throughout the whole diftance. 

Louifa has no gates; it is a frightful town, fituated in a fmall fpace between the 
mountains and the fea; its garrifbn confifted of one battalion of infantryj of the regi¬ 
ment of Stakelberg, and one company of artillery. ' The bell thing about the town is, 
it is not paved} you confcquently may traverfe U without being jolted to death: there 
is a little fort a mile out at; fea; it is not of great confequence, yet ftiould we have vifited 
it but for the incivility of General Stakelberg, governor of Louifa, to whom we not- 
withftanding carried a letter of recommendation: fortunately the only inftance of rude- 
nefs we noticed in Swede^ from perfons in offige wasat our leaving the kingdom.—To 
Tesjau } a fimilar ftage t^ the preceding one, roc^s, woods, and blocks of granite.—To 
Pytth ; at half a mile on this ftage is the Swedifn cuftom-houfb; afterwards a corps de 
garde^ confiding of an officer and thirty men,'who are relieved every four months 
here you (hew your paflTport; beyond is a bridge over an arm of the Kymen, and a 
little farther a poll on,the left, which indicates you are fifty werftsfrom Fredericfhamm.- 
This is the boundary of the two dates. A little before you come hither is a fmall paf- 
liige over a rock, very (hoit, it is true, but very bad. Before the end of the ftage, at 
the extremity of a bridge, is a chevaux de frize i there is the Ruffian cuftom-houfe: you 
jyetfliew your Swedilh paffport} by giving a 12 (killing note you avoid being rummaged,. 

provided; 
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provided your luggage be not very confiderable; in cafe, however, of appearing loaded, 
the examination is fometitnes rigorous; the road refembles that of the preceding 
kage. 

The diftances hence are meafured by werfts; the charge is two kopees per horfe per 
werft } the werfts are marked on pofts, defcribing the diflance paflcd and that to go; 
you pay before hand, and need give nothing to the poftilHon. Provided you choofe to 
be thus liberal, give what you mean to the man himfelf, and not the under officer of 
the poft-houfe in reckoning with him, for in fuch cafe the poftilHon ’Would get nothing. 
A piece of 5 kopees pcrfedtly contents him. To Suitolay in the middle of the ftage, is 
a wretched wooden bridge, and two others towards the end. To Frederiejhamm ; at 
the fourth werft is a bridge over the Kymen, where is a fine cafeade, which is worth 
ftopping to fee. The moft favourable profpect of it is from the road itfelf, about two 
or three hundred paces beyond the bridge. The two laft ftages are extremely fatiguing; 
the road crooked, almoft continually over rocks, with many afeents and defeents; woods 
and blocks of granite on each fide the road *. After leaving Suttola we paffed through 
two regiments encamped. The Prince of Nafiau inhabited a houfe nearly upon the 
high road. Part of the fleet was at Svenkfund, for the prote£lion of the works begun 
there. 

Frederijbamni, a fmall unpaved town, regular enough, but thinly peopled; its forti¬ 
fications towards the land are very infignificant, nor has it any thing whatever deferving 
notice ; you will lodge at the Swedilh widows, but nuift bargain before hand, or expeft 
to be handfomely fleeced. Your paflport will be required as well on entering as leaving 
the town; and here you may begin to flicw, in lieu of the Swediffi paflport, that with 
which you are provided from the Ruffian minifter in Stockholm. 

From Fredericlhamm to Wyburg is one hundred and ten werfts.—^To Kokenoy rocky 
and woody.—^'Fo Petcrlaxy HurpolavOy Wilajoky Servioky roads of the fame defeription, 
except on the laft ftage, which is fandy and bad.—-To Wyburg, bad enough : in order 
to avoid a number of gulphs,you are obliged to make a long circuit to reach Wyburg; 
a little before you arrive thither, you pafs two arms of the fea, over two long and ex¬ 
ceedingly tirefome bridges; they are made of trunks of trees, both round and fquare, 
ranged alongfide of each other without any nicety: very near the city you crofs a 
third bridge, afterwards an exceedingly long jetty, which terminates the third en- 
clofure. 

Wybourgy the capital of the government which comprehends all that part of Finland 
belonging to.Ruffia, was burnt in 1793. There were then a number of brick houfes 
whitened over: trade is fomewhat brifk, a number of deals being (hipped hence; its 
fortifications are in a good ftate; by afking permiflion of the governor, you may be per¬ 
mitted to vifit them with an officer: there is here conftantly a very refpedable garrifon. 
We were fubjeft to much formality before we reached our inn: our palTport was en¬ 
quired for as well on our entrance as our departure. . 

From Wyburg to^Peterfburg is one hundred and forty w^s.—^To Kamarie few af¬ 
eents, but only rocks, and the roads t^de by trees laid acrofs.r—'ro Rofvoja much fand: 
the road appears not to be finiflied ; almoft all the werfts on this road have been taken 
away.—^'I'o Painpola a very ftony road \ at five werfts is a village, after paffing through 

* Wc noticed that, the blocks of granite in Finland w?rc much lefs hard and more friable than thofe in. 
the interior of Sweden ; ariftng, according to fcreral naturalids, from there being two different deferiptions 
of granite. May it not likewife proceed from the (hores of the Baltic having been left by the water at a 
later period than the interior, whence the blocks have neccffarily become more hard and more perfeAly 
formed ? An opinion adopted by a number of Swediih authors, who affirm that the Baltic diminHiKa in 
licight forty-five inches nearly in every century. 


which 
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which you have for fome time a very pleafing view of a lake.—^To Lindova the fame 
bad road.—To Bellofirova the fame or worfe: in this ftage you pafs the h’ttle river 
S^ira over a bridge, on the fide of which is a poft, which indicates the commencement 
of the government of Peteriburg. The poft-mafter at Bieloi'oftrow obliged us to take 
an additional horfe, without giving us any reafon wherefore, but that it Wtis his will. 
The poft-houfe is on the right, out of the high road, and is by much the neateft of all 
upon the road.-—To Dranitzuikojki the road very bad and out of repair, full of holes, 
roots, and trunks Af trees ; fo that you are obliged to go flow for werfts together, un- 
lefs you would rifk your carriage being broke to pieces.—To Peterfburg the road not 
fo bad, yet far from good; this whole ftage is paid double. 

After palling Wyburg the country is much better cultivated than that which is tra- 
verfed to reach it. Between Fredericlham and Wyburg you meet with a number of 
redoubts, conftru£ted during the laft warj from before you reach Borgo, you pafs over 
a part of the theatre of the war. The country is but little wafted, much lefs in Rufiia. 
than in Sweden, owing to the dift'erent manner in which the two nations make war. 
Soon as you enter Ruilian Finland you perceive a vifible change; the country is lefs 
peopled, worfe cultivated; the villages become exceedingly rare, and nothing but mi- 
Icry is feen: if Frediricfliam and Wyburg be excepted, not a poft-houfe is there to be 
found which has the flighteft accommodation, no bed, no furniture, and abfolutely no* 
thing whatever to eat; frequently even there is nothing but a liable, which fcarcely fliel- 
ters the horfes from the weather. In many houfes we faw nothing but a naked bed- 
Head, the fame as that at a corps de garde, a table, and fome wretched chairs. The 
inhabitants appeared in an abfolute ftate of deftitution, the peafants clothed in rags; in 
fuch a pidlurc do we fee the effeds of a government fo dift'erent to that of Sweden. 
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From Hcljinburg to Carlfcrotn* 


l<! 


Stages. Swediflt miles 

'"From Helfinburg to Aftorp, ij 
To Obu, ... ij 

Blekmufa, • i| 

Tyringuen, - -a 

Voeninguen, -' i| 

Vanberga, - 

Chriftianftadt, a city, i’| 

Geeuddend, * - i| 


Carried forward, 






fQ 


Stages. 

Brought for^ar 4 , 
To Norye, 

Garllhamm, a city, 
Hogbu, 

Runneby, 
Skilinguen, 
Carlfcroon, a city. 


Swedilh m3et. 

H 
z 
2 
If 
If 
If 

a3i 


4C 


VOL. VI. 


Rotrie 



5 6a 
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Route from Carlfcroon to Gottenburg, 


Stages. 

Swediih miles. 

Skilinguen, 

If 

Runneby, 

If 

Skiceurgen, 

l| 

Diuramola, 

I? 

Quarnamola, 

li 

Urofa, 

If 

Inguelftadt, 

Vixiau *, a. city, 

of 

If 

1 1 

CEurs, 

If 

Hoefioeu, 

1 

Torp or Nedeilet, 

If 

Bor, 

- 2 

Carried forward. 

6 f 


r To 




Stages. Stvediih miles. 

Brought fcMTward, 

H 

Vemumo, 

I 

Brearud, 

2| 

Olmeiladt-, 

I. 

Giilaved, 

It 

Gronhault, * * - 

If 

Tofstorp, 

li 

Svenliounga, 

li 

Hounarud, 

l| 

Skone, 

If 

Bioeurlanda, 

i| 

Landwetter, 

2t 

Gottenburg t, a city. 

li 

35I 


t9 

■s 

o 

9J 


From Gottenburg to Stockholm., 

To Kunghelf, (at the pofl- 
houfe,) 

Kiufhill, 

Marftrand, (by fea, a city, 
at Fryber’s,) 




■i 


U 


Ir 


Kiufhiii, , by fca,) 

Kungheif, 

He, 

Beck, - -J- 

Holm, 14 

Salm, I 

Strceum, - 

Wcnerlburg, (a city, at the") , 
poft-houfe,) - J 


Borfted', 

Greftorp, » 

Tang, 

Mclbu, 

Halangen, 

Einbaka, 

Bioeurfetter, 

Hafsletrceur^ 

Hofva, 

Carried forward,. 


-iM 

li 

/ l.T 

a 

*5 


*0 

‘C < 


E 

ei 

cj 

'I 

g 

a! 

■XJ 

3 

03 

g 

S 

Xi 

iS 

o 

ds 


{ 


{ 


Brought forward. 
To Bodarne, 

Werftorp, 

Blackiladtd, 

Mofes, 

CEurebro, (a city,) 

Giandfoam, 

Fellingfbro, 

Arboga, 

Kendfocur, 

Smedbu, 

Lund, 

Ticelftadt, 

Ekefog, 

Malmby, 

Lagatrockj 

Kumla, 

Soeundertelie, 

Fitia,* 

Stockholm, 


§ 

;0; 


a 

a 




435 - 


* At the poft-houfe; but as It u kept by three mkfterc, who each take their week, if it happen to be that 
of Mr. Gr«me, care ihould be taken not to becon^ his dupe, 
t At the poft-houfe you wilt meet with indiffercBt-accommodation; much bitter but dearer at the Mifs 

. From 
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Stages. 


Swediih miiet. 


• 

’ To Barkarbu, 


‘•0 

S - 

Tible, 


i 

Gran, 


& 

Tunaiund, 


• 

rtf 

' Vonfioey, 


a 

Carlbu, 



Torna, 


ts 

Sahla, (a city) at the poft- 



houfe. 




13 

d 



^ 4 

s 

Brodbo, 

li 

• 

Vegarne, 

I 

ctf \ 

Afveftadt, a city, at the 1 

A I 

Vie < 

wSi ? 

flj ^ 

poft-houfe, j 


n 


4 i. 


Stages. 


r To Grodoeu, 

y ^ Soeter, a city at the poft. ? 

houfe, - 5 


Svedl/h miles. 

3 


• 31 

Naglarby, - 11 

Fahlun, a city, on the ? 
great fquare, 3 * 

3 l 


I 


■c r 


Return from Fahlun to Stockholm by Gefloy Suderfors. 


Q 


.ss 

u 

•c 

u 

o 


To Strand, 

Upbo, 

Smedbu, 

Rorftyttan, 

Sarftad, at the poft-houfe, 
Afen, 

Hogbo, - « • 

Beck, 

Gefle,(city) at a merchant’s 
in the church fquare. 


Is 

Elfscarleby, 

Mehed^, 

^ i 

Suderfors, 


] 


3 

H 

1 

li 

H 

H 

4 

U 

7 

T 


• 12 | 


«T 

li 


•ts 

e 

iS 

"Be 


-SI 


To Yfre,. - Rj 

Lobu, > 3 

Hogfta, - I i 

Upfal city, (at Hodbergs) ij 




Malma, 

Ofbu, 

Hauibu, 

Rolebro, 

Stockholm, 


7 i 

It 

Iv 

If 

It 

2 

7 i 



Swedilh Finland, Upland. Suderniiania. 
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From Stockholm 10 Vpfal by Gripjholm^ FJkiJiuna^ and Wejlerou 


Stages. Swedilh miles, 

f To Fitia, . - I v 

Soeudertelje, (city) 2 

Kumla, - ' i-t 

Gripflioltn, • i| 

Oker, (no inn) - 1 

Malinbu, - 1 

Fkefog, - if 

Tiolfladt, - 1 

Eikilftuna, (a city) at the 
poft-houfe. 

Carried forward, 12} 


G 

E ^ 

. 4 » 


•O 

c 

rj j 


Stages. Swedilh miles. 

Brought forward, lai 
f To Smedbu, - if 

Kolbeck, - 2 

Skantzen, . $ 

Skultuna, - aj 

Wederos, ' ' - if 

Niquarn, - 2 f 

Eukoping, - l 

Liflena, - 1 

Scfva, - 1 f 

Upfal, - if 

27S- 


From Upfal to Abo by Dennemora^ Lafia, Forfmarc!:, and the ijle of Aland. 


To Hufby, » if 

Anderfbu, - . af 

Dannemora, 7 , 

Ofterbu, 3 * 

Bru, - -J. 

Hokanibo, • if 

Loefta, • I 

Retnibo, - | 

Forfmarck, . 1 f 

Norfiodicka, (it is if miles,) if 


Marka, 
Banda, 
Harmaftiu, 
Iroda, 

Griflehamm, 


1 

li 

f 


Carried forward, 16 


tj 

J 


o 

0) 

s 


Brought forward, 
pTo Ekeroeu, (by fea it is not 
fix) 

Marbu, 

Fredenbu, by fea, 
Enkarbu, 

Haraldiba, 

Bomarfund, 

Abo, (by fea) near the 


16 


great fquare. 


} 


7 

If 

H 

>T 

ifif 

451- 


f To Pikie 
Vefta, 


From Abo to the frontiers of Sweden. 


Handela, 

Hakefiaro, 

Harla, 

Svandby, ' 

Biorfbu, > ‘ 

Mioiboldadt, 

Kackis, 

Bolfiadt 

Quis, 

Boniboeule, . - 
Jielfmgfors, (a city) at the^ 


If 

if 

1 

2 

/i.| 

a 

•2 

If 

If 

2 


German inn. 
Carried forward. 


22 


fS 


"U 

Is 

CO 


Brought forward. 
To HaefljcEule 
Sibbo, 

Vokoiki, 

Borgoj (town) 

Ifbu, 

Forfbu; 

Pemo, 

Louis, (a town) 
Jefiioeu, 

Pyttis, ’ 


22f 

>f 

If 

If 

If 

I 

If 

I 

If 

1 

If 

34f 


To 
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From Abo to thefrontiers of Swedea-^ominaed. 


, Stages. Werfts. 

To Suttola, " .22 

Fredericftiamm, at a S'wedifli \ 
widow’s, - j 

Kokena, - j6 

Peterlax, • J 8 

Hurpolava, ' - j6 

Vilajok, - 13 

Serviok, - 27 

Wyburg, (at a Pole’s) 20 

Kamare, - 22 

Rofvoia, - 20 


Carried forward, 197 


Stage/. 


Werfts. 

Brought 

forward. 

197 

Parapola 

- 

>9 

Lindova, 

• 

20 

Bellollrow, 

«• 

18 

Dranitzuikofki, , 

m 

16 

Peterlburg, at the 

London 


hotel near the Admiralty, 

1 '' 

and alfo the 
hotel. 

Spaniih 

J 

^95 


Obfcrvaiions, 

Uelfinburg contains at moft but one thoufand two hundred inhabitants; in any other 
country it would be confidered merely a village : it has neither fortifications nor port: 
its jetty of done, but bad ; on leaving it you afeend a fteep mountain. The roads ex¬ 
cellent as far as Chriftianftadt. Before you arrive at this city you crofs the river Hel- 
gea over a number of bridges. Chriftianftadt is built pretty regularly of wood, is badly 
paved, of inconfiderable fize, but fortified: fince the revolution of 1772 it has been 
famous The King’s regiment is here in garrifon. Is celebrated for its flein gloves. 
Between Goeudderid and Norye you leave Scania to enter Blekingen. Between Norye 
and Carljham is a fmall but very pretty cafeade. Carlfham is a fmall town badly paved; 
its ft reels are large and regular, its houfesof wood. In the very village itfelf of 
there is a cafeade, and one, more confiderable, half a mile further. 

Carlfcroon is a city which comprized fifteen thoufand inhabitants before the fire of 
1790: this deftroyed more than three-fourths of it. Great difpatch is lifed in its re-edifi- 
cation : a confiderable part is founded on the rock; the royal marine eftabliflimentr 
being divided from the city by a very thick wall fuffered no injury. The traveller 
fliould fee the new dockj it is an admirable work ; but we mav fafely affirm, from con¬ 
templation of the finances of Sweden, and the little value of the undertaking, that it 
will never be completed. The port is well defended : the fortifications on the land 
fide are of no value j but the nature of the pofition, furrounded almoft on every fide 
by the fea, makes it difficult of approach. 

You return from Carlfcroon by the fame road you caifie, as far as Runneby; half 
a mile beyond which village you take the right hand road. There is another way by 
Killeridy but it is longer and not fo pleafant. .Betweecn Skiceurgue and Diuraraola 
you leave Blekingen and, enter Smaland, a wild and mountainous province; lakes, 
firs: the road excellent. 

At Quarnamola you may bargain with the poftillions to take you acrofs the country 
to Vexioeu. By this means you fave two ftages, and a good length of time. If you 
prefer continuing with the fame horfes, the poftjllion from Urfa will take you to 
Vexioeu, without flopping at IngncIJiadU Piex/aM is the capital of Smaland, and the 
only city between Carlfcroon and Gottenburg: notwithflanding the refidence of the 
Governor and Biihop, it is but an ii^fignificant place. It is fituated near a lake; one: 

3t ftreet 
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is lined with treel^, but all are not, as reported by fome travellers, no doubt from 
hearfay. 

Beyond Vexiceu, a continuation of woods and mountains. At CEtirs you may take 
the road to lonkoeuping; although fomewhat longer it is better, and goes through fome 
towns. After palling Haeulioeu there are a number of flopes dangerous for a heavy 
carriage. I’he poll houfe at Bor is out of the high road : this is very often the cafe. 
As you leave Vernuino you pafs over a bridge, at which you pay 2 fous per wheel; af¬ 
terwards crofe the high road from Helfinburg to Stockholm. On this llage nothing 
but heath and fands. The fair of Vemame is famous in the country; the Halls are 
kept coninually Handing according to the ufage of the Swedes. Beyond Gronhult ex- 
tenfive foreHs. As you leave Svenliourga you muH take the left hand road ; that on 
the right leads to Boros: little or no cultivation. The four laft.Hages are the wwH on the 
whole road ; on the laH a Heep hill: the road is cut through the rock j the wheels 
will frequently want locking. We travelled over the whole of this road, between the 
25th and 30th of December, on our wht*els, and a very heavy and greatly loaded car¬ 
riage; but w'e advife no body to follow our example, as we confider it a miracle that we 
were not dafied to pieces from the Heep and winding defeents we had to go down on, 
the road and the ground being frozen. Before you reach Landwetier you enter the 
government of Gesttenburg, or Wellrogothia. 

Oottenburg. Previous to arriving at this city you pafs a cuHom-houfe; but it is 
cafy to prevail on the fearchers to vifit your luggage at the inn, where the ufual fee 
(from 20 to 24 fchillings) will fave all trouble. It is a very handfome city, bearing 
much refemblance to a Dutch town : it contains from fifteen to fixteen thoufand fa¬ 
milies ; and is the fecond city in the kingdom. It carries on a very confiderabie trade; 
but few of the houfes are of brick. The Governor and Bifliop refide here. 

1 his is not the IhorteH road, but that we took in order to fee Marftrand and the 
cataradts of Trolhoeutta. Before you come to Kunghelf you pafs the caHle of Bvhusy very 
Hrong from its pofition on a rock. Near it you pafs two arms of the river Geeutha, 
without unharnefling, and at a very moderate rate. Kunghelf was formerly a place of 
fome confideration, of none at prelent. We left our carriage here and took a fledge, 
on account of our having to return hither. From Kiufhill we walked over the rocks 
and Hones to the fea fliore, where we found a lonely houfe, at which our paflports were 
examined (this is an abfolute requifite upon going to, as well as on returning from 
Marflrand,) each time you give the clerk 8 fchillings. Marjirand is remarkable only 
on account of its herring-fimery ; it is a free port, but little frequented from its diffi¬ 
cult accefs: there is there a caflie which ferves as a prifon as well as a means of defence. 
Upon our return by the fame road to Kunghelf we continued our journey : the coH of 
a boat to take you to Marflrand, remaining there a day and bringing you back, is from 
2 to 3 rix dollars: you make your bargain beforehand at Kiufhill. At Strom you 
leave your own carriage and take one peculiar to the country, or a fledge, according to 
tlie feafon to vifit thq cataradls of Trolhpeutta, exceedingly curious, and perhaps the moll 
pidlurefque in nature. Wenerfburgt on lake Wener, is thp largeft in Sweden ; here 
it is that a fair is held for the fale ot the iron brought from Vermuland, and where it is 
taxed by a commlflary of the crown j* after which it is forwarded to Gottenburg, and 
thence exported. 

Beyond Borfted you enter the province of Skaraborg. , 

Between .Meiby and Kalangen you pafs through the fmall city of Lidkoeuping (over 
the great fquare) by the fide of lake Wener.—Between Bioeurfetter and Henelrceur 
ihe fm^l city of Mariejladt on the fame lake. Thele two cities are not flages. Bc- 
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yond H^va you enter Nericia ; the cuftom^fficers not ftrifl:. CEurebro and Arboga, 
notwithftanding they be capital towns^ are nothing great: before you arrive at the lat< 
ter you enter Weftmania. This route is full of forges and mines, all the way from 
Mariejiadt ; near Arboga is a canal acrofs the high road. — Kengfaur. At this place, 
the extremity of lake Moeler, is the King^s ftud: nothing extraordinary. Torjhallay a 
fmall town near Smedby : you do not change horfes here. There are here fome 
charming fmall cafcades, vifible from the bridge. 

At Kumla you ehter the government of Stockholm. The whole of this road is beau¬ 
tiful, and extremely curious, provided you turn afide occafionally, as is deferibed with 
minutenefs in the work. Neither the fuburbs nor the neighbourhood of Stockholm 
denote a capital city : you pafs through the fouthern fuburbs, extremely long and tirc- 
fome. The cuftom-omcers were to us rather ftrid, refufing to come to examine the 
trunks at our lodgings. 

At Stockholm you muft go to fee the caftle, the arfenal, the port, the exchange, 
the opera-houfe, the nobles-houfe, the church of Ridderholin, for which refer to tiie 
work. There are no good hotels at Stockholm; the befl; plan of a traveller is to 
take furniflied lodgings: for 2 or at moft 3 rix-dollars per month he will be tolerably 
accommodated, and in a good quarter of the town. 

Half a mile before you arrive at T^tble you crofs in a very convenient flat bottomed 
boat, and for a mere trifle, the river which feparates the government of Stockholm 
from that of Upfal j it is broad, and fliortly afterwards empties itfelf into a lake which 
communicates with lake Moeler. On this ftage there are many pleafing profpefts. 
As far as Gran many afeents and defeents. — Ttmland ; here you- meet with no more 
waggons with four wheels at the poft-houfes. Before you come to Vonficeu you pafs 
the river which feparates Upland from Weftmania. Some parts of this road did not 
appear to us fo well attended to as ufualbut we muft obferve that when we travelled 
it thawed : it is not however any ways dangerous, or really bad, nor fliould we have 
made the remark in any other country, — Sahla^ fmall city: here is a famous lilver* 
mine, the works of which are admirable. 

The third ftage is rather bad j towards the middle of it you enter Dalecarlia. — 
Jfvejiad ; here you ihould make a ftop to fee the refinery of copper, and all its depend¬ 
ant operations. In its neighbourhood is the brafs manufaSory of Biurfors. Upon 
leaving Afvejladt you pafs the Dahl on a floating bridge ; and again after leaving Gro- 
dau in a flat bottomed boat without unharneftlng, and at a very moderate rate. This is 
the largeft river in Sweden. ‘ 

Sater, a very fmall town, has a mine of iron in its vicinity. On this ftage you pafs 
by the fide of the fmall city of Hedemora.' A powder-mill. 

At half a mile frtim Naglarby you crofs the Dahl again in a flat bottomed boat with 
oars; the fere very moderate. A little afterwards on the right you difeem the road 
leading to the houfe in which Guflavus Vafa was concealed. The laft mile before you 
some to Fahlun is full of hills, many of which very fteep. 

Fahlun, the capital of .Dalecarlia. Here is the famous copper mine with all ks 
appurtenances.. 

There is a fliorter road, but it is not palTable unlefe in the fummer, or with a fledge. 

On leaving Fahlun you return by the fame road i the poft houfe at Upbo is only half 
a mile from Soetes, on the other iide of the river. On the third ftage you pafs the 
Dahl twice on floating bridges. On this road you fee a numbBI’ of forefts and forges. 
Between Rofliytan and. Sarftad you enter Geftncia. 
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Gefle is^ a fmall town, the export trade of which is confiderable^ its fituation on the 
gulph of Bothnia is very advantageous.' 'The cafcade of Elfscarleby deferves to be feen. 
Ttis three quarters of a mile from the poll houfe; you muft leave your carriage on the 
high road to walk to the river. Sudcrfors is a confiderable anchor forge, belonging to 
Mr. Grill; the traveller will do well to give it attention, of which it is highly deferving. 
After half a mile you refume the high road which you left to vifit Suderfors. . If the 
crofs road be excepted, the whole of this route is by excellent roads. Upfalt a city of 
no great confequence, which however contains a number of obje£bs deferving the tra¬ 
veller’s notice. You muft turn out of the high road to vifit Morajivin^ the ftone on 
which anciently the Kings of Sweden, were crowned, it is a mile from Upfal. Although 
nothing in itfelf, as it will lengthen your road by no more than three quarters of a mile, 
you fhould not mifs the opportunity of feeing this hiftorical monument of the country. 

From Stockholm to Upfal, by Griplholm, Elkilftuna, and Wefteros; on leaving 
Stockholm you pay a dollar (of copper) per horfe extraordinary. At Sceurdetelje you 
join the great road from Helfinburg through Norkiceuping.- 

The caftle of Griplholm, and the fpirit diftillery, defen'e to be feen. Qken, a hand- 
fome cannon foundry. Near Oken is the fmall town of Strengnoes, here there is no¬ 
thing to be feen. EJkiiJluna is an agreeably fituated town; curious bn account of its 
number of artificers in iron in every line. At the fecond ftage you crofs lake Moeler 
and enter Weftmania. You pafs by the ancient royal caftle of Stromjliolm^ which pof- 
fefles nothing curious. At Skautz£n you will fee the canal of Stromlholm, a handfome 
work. Skuituna, a br^s manufa£bory. Weftcroi^ an ancient town whence a quantity of 
iron is Ihipped for lake Moeler. Eukiceuping, a fmall and ugly town. The whole of 
this road is excellent, with the exception of the two ftages before Wefteros, which are 
ftony and jolting. I'here are'a number of very inconvenient gates. 

Dannemora. Here is the richeft iron mine in Sweden; it is however but little curi¬ 
ous with refpeft to its works. (EJlerby has a very handfome forge, which in cafe of 
hurry will prevent the neceffity of examining the works of others, as all the branclies of 
forging are carried on at this. The CEfta^ a very confiderable forge: they do not run 
fows here: the gardens of Baron de Gccr, confidering their pofition, north of 6o*. arc 
handfome. Forfmarck, a fine forge, and handfome manfion. The llage from Har^ 
tnajby is not pleafant, but extremely hilly, a woody, rocky country. Provided you be 
not difpofed to ftop at Griilehamm, you muft advife the failors beforehand. The fares 
are fixed for the boats according to the feafon of the year. You crofs the whole length 
of the illand of Aland, dependant on the government of Finland; although the iiland 
have no towns it is yet tolerably well peopled. If you wilh to take the cuftoraary route 
you muft confult the poll road book: if the weather be fine it will be advifablc to pro* 
ceed diredly to Abo. 

Abof the capital of Finland: this city has ten thoufand inhabitants; it contains nothing 
peculiarly interefting : the univerfity is no great matter. 

As far as Boljladt the country is muci) interfedted by woodsj rocks, fands, and heaths: 
the roads are frequently ftony and tirgfome, before your ez^Kackh you catch here and 
there a glimpfe of the fea. At Bolftadt the road begins to'mend, the country, to be 
better peopled, and in higher cultivatidn. The ftage from Quit not fo pleafant. 

Helftngfors is a wretched town, but worth turning afide to vifit on account of the for- 
trefs M Sweaborg, a Ihort league from fhore. ,. . 

JSorgo, a very fmall and very ugly town. 

Louifay juft fuch another town as the laft mentioned; the laft in Sweden; It is not 
paved, nor has it any gates. There is a battalion in garrifon here, and fome artillery. 

Its 
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Its fituation between a mountain and the fea is very difagreeable. Thus far you meet 
with accommodations at the different ftages to fleep, either good or bad. Between Sef- 
fiseu and Pyttis you leave Sweden and enter the Ruffian empir^: here you have to 
Ihow your paffport. The whole of Finland is ftony, and the roads in either a great or 
fmaller degree fatiguing. 

In Ruffia you reckon by werfts j the horfes are paid for at the rate of 2 kopecs per 
werft; the poftillion makes no claim; the charge of the'ftage is paid for beforehand. 
It is abfolutely requifite you fhould take copper money with you, or expeft to lofe upon 
ducats, which are 'the omy coin you can t^c into Ruffia, at leafl the only one known 
by the poft-mafters. 

Fredcriejhamm is a fraall town, has nothing worth notice. Wyburg is rather a pretty 
town, the capital of the government; it is tolerably well fortified, and the garrifon is 
confiderable; it is a place of great trade; your paffports are examined both on entering 
the town and leaving it. As far as Wyburg the route is through much foreft and rocky 
country; the country is extremely wretched, and widely different from Swedilh Fin¬ 
land ; from the very borders we met with nothing but the moft diftrefsful indications 
of mifery. 

The four lafl: ftages qre deteftable, the roads entirely ruined; you are obliged either 
to go a foot pace; or run imminent danger. You can fleep no where but at Belloftrow; 
at all the other ftages you find abfolutely nothing: we recommend the inquifitive to 
take a view of fome of the dwellings in order themfelves to form a judgment of the 
aftual condition of the country. 

The iaft ftage you pay double. There is no cuftonX'houfe at. the entrance of Pe- 
terfburg. 
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'TRAVELS IN RUSSIA, 

By Mr. COXE*. 


Chav. l.—-Eittrance irtio Ruffia.—Limits and Account of the Provhice difmembcredfrom 
Poland.—‘Cheapnefs of the P(Ji,—Journey to Smolenjko.—Hijlory and Defcription of 
Smolenjkox-—‘Divine Service in the Cathedral.—Vijit to the Bi/bop.—Dinner with a 
Judge,—Journey to Mofcow, — Peafants,—Their Drefs, Cottages^ Foody fsfc. 

AUGUST 20. We entered Ruffia at the fmall village of Tolitzin, which in xyyz 
belonged to Poland i but it is now comprifed in the portion of country ceded by the 
the late partition treaty. The province allotted to Ruilia comprifes Polifli Livonia» 
that part of the palatinate of Polotfk which lies to the eafl: of the Duna, the palatinates 
of Vitepflc, Miciflaw, and two fmall portions to the north-eaft and fouth-ea(t of the pa¬ 
latinate of Minfk; this traQ: of Land (Polifli Livonia excepted) is fituated in White- 
Rullia, and includes at leafl: one third of Lithuania. 

1 he Ruffian limits of the new province are formed by the Duna, from its mouth to 
above Vitepflc'} from thence by a llraight line running diredly fouth to the fource of 
the Drug near Tolitzin, by the Drug to its jundipn with the Dnieper, and laftlyby the 
Dnieper to the point where it receives the Sotz. This territory is now divided into the 
two governments of Polotflc and Mohilef; the population amounts to one million fix 
hundred thoufand fouls ; its productions are chiefly grain, hemp, flax, and parture } its 
forefls furnifli great abundance of marts, planks, alfo oak for fliip building, pitch and 
tar, which are chiefly fent down the Duna to Riga. 

At Tolitzin we were greatly artoniflied at the cheapnefs of the poft-horfes, and when 
our fervant had difeharged the firft account, which amounted to only two copecs, or 
about a penny a verrt f for each horfe, we ihould have concluded that he had cheated 
the port mailer, had we not been well convinced, from the general character of the 
Ruffians, that they were not likely to be duped by ftrangers. Indeed we foon after¬ 
wards difeovered, that even half of the charge; which we thought fo extremely mode¬ 
rate, might have been faved, had we obtained ail order from the Ruffian embaflador at 
Warfaw. 

From Tolitzin, through the new government of Mohilef, the road was excellent, and 
of confiderable breadth, with a double row of trees planted on each fide, and ditches to 
drain off the water. "We paffed througli feveral wretched villages, ferried at Orfa over 
the Dnieper, there only a fmall river, went through Dubroffhd, and arrived in the even¬ 
ing at Lady. The country from Tolitzin to Lady is waving and fomewhat hilly, 
abounds with forefts, and produces corn, millet, hemp, and flax. In the largert villages 

we obferved fchools and other buildings, conftruCting at the expence of the Emprefs ; 

♦ • 

* From his Travels in -the Northern Countries of Europe. Xiondon, iSoa, 5 vols. 8*0. 
f Thwe-quarters of a mile. 
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alfo churches with domes, intended for the Polifh diffidents of the Greek fed, and the 
Rullians who chufe to fettle in the country.. 

Lady is fituated in the government of Smolcniko, and, before the late difraember- 
ment, was a Ruffian frontier town: we took up our quarters at the poit-houfe, where 
we procured a comfortable apartment. Thefe poft-houfes, which frequently occur on 
the high roads of Rulfia, are moflly conftruded upon the fame plan, and extremely 
convenient for the accommodation of travellers: they are large fquare wooden build¬ 
ings, enclofed in a, fpacious court-yard ; in the centre of the front is a range of apart¬ 
ments intended for the reception of travellers, with a gateway on each fide leading into 
the court-yard ; the remainder of the front is appropriated to the ufc of the poft-mafter 
and his fervants, the other three fides of the quadrangle are divided into (tables and 
flieds for carriages, and large barns for hay and coni. We were agreeably furprifed, 
even in this remote place, to meet with forae I'.nglilh flrong beer, and no Icfs pleafed to 
fee our flipper ferved in dilhes of Wedgewood’s ware. The luxury of clean ftraw for 
our beds, was no fmall addition to thefe comforts. 

Calling for our bill in the morning, we found our charges as reafonable as the entcr- 
taimnent was good. I’he fatisfaclion we expreffed at our reception, perhaps induced 
the fecretary (as the poft-mafter himfelf was abfent) to think us proper fubjefls of im- 
pofnion. I’he diftance to the next ftatlon was about ten miles, and the fecretary de¬ 
manded three times the fum allowed by the public regulations, under pretence of our 
not being provided with an order for poft-horfes. We hinted fome furprfcie at this 
charge: this intimation, though conveyed in the mildcft terms, was anfwered with cx- 
preffions of contempt and defiance; he ordered the horfes again into the liable, and de¬ 
clared wefliould not ftir from the place until we difcharged the full fum. 'i'hou^h we 
might eafily have been prevailed upon by the flighted apology to fubinit to the irapo- 
fition, we determined to chaftife his infolence. We repaired to the direSor of the cuf- 
tom houfe, and were immediately admitted; to our great fatisfaftion hefpoke German, 
and after hearing our cafe, told us that the Ruffian had demanded treble the Aim he 
was intitled to; he alTured us we fliould receive inftant redrefs, and that the offender 
ihould be puniilied. Having difpatched a meffenger, to whom he whifpered a private 
order, he delirejd us to wait his return, and offered us coffee. While we were drinking 
it, be gave us much information relative to the Ruffian polls, added feveral bints, which 
afterwards proved Angularly ufeful, and advifed us to procure an order for horfes from 
the governor of Sraolenlko. In the midfl. of this converfation a carriage drove to the 
door, which we perceived to be our own, with all things ready for our immediate de¬ 
parture : the poll mailer s fecretary made at the fame time his appearWe in a fubmif- 
five attitude; we interceded with the Direftor for his back, and obtained a promife that 
he Ihould only be reprimanded. Aftgf making thofe acknowledgments to the friendly 
diredor, which were due to his jJoOtenefs, we took our leave and proceeded on our 
journey. 

We were much chagrined at finding that the excellent new road terminated at Lady: 
it was fome latisfadiort, however, that the remaining parts from thence to Smolenlkp 
proved far fuperior to tho4e we had encountered in the Lithuanian forells. The vil¬ 
lages were an exad counterpart to thofe we had quitted, and exhibited a repetition of 
Irenes already detailed. The Ruffians differ widely in their appearance and.drefs, from 
the Polilh pcafants. The molt ftriking contrail arifes from the method of wearing their 
hair; the Ruffians, inftcad of fliaving their heads, let their hair hang over the eye-brows 
and ears, and cut it Ihort round the neck. The country was undulating and hilly, and 
more open than ufual until wc arrived within a few miles of Smolenlko; when we 

4£) a plunged 
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plunged into a thick foreft, which continued almoft to the gates of the towa, without 
the intervention of a fingle village, or fcarcely of a (ingle cottage. 

(n 1403, Smolenflio, which belonged to the Ruffians, was belieged and taken by 
Vitoldus, and, together with the whole province, united to the duchy of Lithuania *. 
During the inveterate enmity which fubfiftcd between the Ruffians and Foies, Smolenlko 
was a place of great importance; though only fortified according to the cultom of the 
time, partly with ramparts of earth and ditches, and partly with pallifadoes^ and a 
wooden citadel t; thefe fortifications were, however, fufficiently firing to refift the de- 
fultory attacks of undifciplined troops, and it was at difiereat intervals ineffeflually be- 
fieged until the beginning of the fixtecntli century, Vaffili Ivanovitch, Great Duke of 
Mofcovy, obtained poffeffion by corrupting the garrifon. It continued in the hands of 
, the Rullians above a century, in the lame fimple ftyle of defence. At length the im¬ 
portance of its fituation near the frontiers of Poland, and the improvements in the art of 
war, induced Boris Godunof, prime minifter and brother-in-law of the Tzar Feodor 
Ivanovitch, to furround it with a Wall; he came in perfon to Smolenlko, and alJificd in 
tracing the fite of the fortifications, which he lived to fee completed hv his own reign 
and which Hill fubfift. Thefe additional ramparts, however, did not prevent Sigif- 
mond III. King of Poland, from taking the town in 16115 t>y the truce of De- 
velina in i6i8, the poffeffion was confirmed to Poland. In 1654 it was again re¬ 
duced by Alexey Michaelovitch 5 and in i686 finally cedfid to Iluliia'at the peace of 
Mofeow (j. 

Smolenlko, though by no means the moft magnificent, is by far the moll lingular 
town I have ever feen. It is fituated U|)on the river Dnieper, and occupies two hills and 
the intervening valley. 'It is furrounded by walls thirty feet high and fifteen in tliick- 
nefs 5 the lower part of ftone, and the upper of brick : thefe walls, which follow the 
ihape of the hills, and enclofe a circumference of feven.verlts §, have, at every angle, 
round or fquare towers of two or three ftories, much broader at top than at bottom, 
and covered with circular rook of wood. The intervals are ftudded with fmallcr tur¬ 
rets 5 on the outfide of the wall is a' broad deep ditch, regularly covered way with 
traverfes and glacis, and where the ground is higheft, are redoubts in the modern llyle 
of fortification. In the middle of the tow;* is an-eminence, upon which (lands the ca¬ 
thedral 5 from v.'hence I had a moft pidurefque view of the town, interfperfed within the 
circuit of the walls, with gardens, groves, copfes, fields of pafture, and corn. The 
buildings are moftly wooden, of one (lory (many no better than cottages), excepting 
here and there a gentleman's houfe, which is called a palace, and feveral churches con- 
ftruSed of brick and ftuccoed. One long broad ftreet which is paved, interleds the 
whole length of the town in a ftraiglit line; the other ftreets wind in circular direflions, 
and are floored with planks. The walls, ftretching over the uneven fides of the hills 
till idtcy reach the banks of the Dnieper, their antient ftyle of architefture, and gro- 
tefque towers; the fpires of churches lliooting above the trees, which are fo numerous 
as almoft to conceal the buildings from view; the appearance of meadows and amble 
groundall thefe fibjedls blended toj^ether exhibit a feene of the moft Angular and con- 
trafted kind. On the further fide of the Dnieper many ftriggling wooden hoiifes form 
the fuburbs, and are joined to the town by a wooden bridge. As far as I could colled 
from vague information,. Smolenlko contains four thoufand inhabitants: it has ao ma- 
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BufaSures, but carries on fome commerce with the Ukraine, Dantzic, an<^ Riga. The 
principal articles of trade are flax, hemp, honey, wax, hides, hogs’ briftles, mails, 
planks, and Siberian furs. 

The Dnieper rifes in the forell of Volkonlki, near the fource of the Volga, about 
one hundred miles from Sinolenlko, pafles by Smolenlho and Mohilef, feparates the 
Ukraine from Poland, flows by Kiof, and falls into the Black-fea between Otchakof 
and Kinburn. By the acquifition of the province of Mohilef, the whole courfe is now 
included within the. Ruffian territories. It begins to be navigable at a little diilauce 
above Sinolenlko; but in fome feafons of the year is lb lhallow near the town, that the 
goods mull be tranfported on rafts and fmall flat-bottomed boats. 

Having occafion for a new paffport and an order for horfds, we called upon the go¬ 
vernor, in company with a Ruffian (Indent, whofpoke Latin, for our interpreter. The , 
governor being at church, we repaired to the cathedral, and waited until the concluflon 
of divine fervice. The cathedral is a flately building, ercfled on the fpot where for¬ 
merly flood the palace of the antient Dukes of Sinolenlko. Ihe iiilide walls are 
covered with coarfe paintings reprefenting our Saviour, the Virgin, and a variety of 
Saints, whieh abound in the Greek calendar. The flirine, or lan£luary, into which 
oiily tile prielts are admitted, is feparated from the body of the church by a feretnwith 
folding doors, and ornamented with twilled pillars of the Corinthian order, richly 
carved and gilded. 

The worlliip feemed to confill of innumerable ceremonies: the people crofled 
thtnilelves without coaling, bowed towards the Ihrine and to each other, and even 
touched the ground with their heads. The Bilhop of Sinolenlko perfcr.iied the fcrvice; 
he was a venerable figure, with white flowing hair and long beard; he was drefled 
in rich epifcopal robes, and had a crown on his head. The folding doors were occa- 
fionally opened, and doled with great pomp and folemnity whenever the Billiop re¬ 
tired within, or came forth to blcfs the people. At the concluflon of the fervice, the 
doors bring thrown open, the Bilhop advanced wiih a chandelier in each hand, one 
containing three, and the other two lighted candles, which he repeatedly crofled over 
each other in different directions; and then waving them towards the congregation, 
concluded with a final benediftion. Thefe chandeliers, as I am informed, are fym- 
bolical; one alludes to the Trinity, and the other to the two natures of Chrift. 

At the end of the fervice we prefented ourfelves to the Governor, who, to our fur- 
prize, received us with an air of coldnefs, which made, fuch an imprelfion im our in¬ 
terpreter that he could not utter a Angle word. At length a gentleman ii\ the Gover¬ 
nor’s train accolled us in I vench, and inquired our bufincl's. Informing him that we 
were Englilh gentlemen wno defired a pallport, and an order for horfes, he told us 
with a fmile, that the plainnefs of our^effes had railed a fufpicion of our being tradef- 
men ; but he was not ignorant that Englifli gentlemen feldom wore lace or Iwords on 
a journey ; an intimation which recalled to our recolledion the advice of our Polifli 
fi'icnd at Minlk. Hi then whifpered the Governor, who inftantly afl'umcd an appear¬ 
ance of complacency, and tellified an intention of complying with An* requell. 

This matter being adjufted, the Bilhop joined the company ; he had laid afide the 
collly garments in which he performed the lenvice, and was dreffed in a long black 
robe, a round black cap, and veil. He addretlld us in Latin, and invited us to his 
houfe. He led the way j and we followed with the reft of the company to a commo¬ 
dious wooden building adjoining to the cathedral. On entering the apartmentj the 
Governor and Ruffian gentleman kifi'ed his hand with great marks of refpeft. After 
ikfiring all the company to fit, he diftiuguiflied us by particular attention j obferving. 
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witfi much politenefs, that our company gave him greater pleafurc, as he had never, 
fince his refidence at Smolenfto, received a vifit from any Engliflimen, for whofe na¬ 
tion he had the higheft refpei^l. During this converfation a fervant fpread a cloth upon 
a fmall table, and placed upon it a plate of bread, fome fait, and fome flowers; another 
followed with a falver of fmall glalfes full of a tranfparent liquor. The Bilhop blcffed 
the bread and the falver with great folemnity, and then took a glafs ; we thought it at 
firft a religious ceremony, but w'ere undeceived when the fervants offered the bread 
and falver to us as well as to the reft; of the company. Every one being fervcd, the 
Bifhop drank all our healths, a compliment which the company returned with a bow, 
and inftantly emptied their glafles; we followed this example, and found the liquor 
to be a dram of cherry-water. This preliminary being fettled, we refumed our conver¬ 
fation with the Bifliop, and afked fevera! queftions relative to the ancient ftate of Smo- 
lenfko. He anfwered every inquiry with great readinefs; gave us a concife account of 
the ftate of the town under its ancient dukes, and informed us that their palace was 
fituated on the fpot now occupied by the cathedral, which was built by Feodor Mi- 
cbaelovitch, brother of Peter the Great, and had been lately repaired and beautified. 
After half an hour's agreeable converfation, we took our leave, greatly plcafcd with 
the politenefs and affability of the prelate. 

Our interpreter then conduced us to the feminary appropriated for the education of 
the clergy, in which the Latin, Greek, German, and PoHlh languages are taught: the 
prieft who (hewed us the library talked I.atin; he introduced us int(^ his chamlier, 
and, according to the hofpitable cuflom of this country, offered us fome refrcfhment, 
which confided of cakes and mead. 

In the afternoon, the Ruflian gentleman who fo obligingly relieved us from our 
embarraffment before the Governor, kindly paid us a vifit, and invited us to dine with 
him on the following day. We accepted his invitation, and waited upon him at two, 
the ufual hour of dining; he was a judge, and lived in a wooden houfe provided by 
the court j the rooms were fmall, but- neatly fumifhed. I'he company confided of 
the judge, his wife and fifter, all of whom talked French : the ladies were dreffed in 
the French fafhion, with much rouge; they did not curtfy, but their mode of falute 
was to bow their heads very low. Before dinner liqueurs were handed about; each 
lady took a fmall glafs, and recommended the fame to us as favourable to digeftion. 
The table was neatly fet out, the dinner excellent, and ferved up in Englifh cream- 
coloured ware. Befides plain road and boiled meats, feveral Ruffian difhes were in¬ 
troduced ; 'one of thefe was a fallad compofed of miifhrooms and onions, and another 
of grain of green corn, baked and moiftened witii fweet oil. Before we role from the 
tabm, our hod calling for a large glafs, filled a bumper of champagne, dnmlt'it olF to 
our heakh, and then handed the glafs rouili!. _ “ This is an old cuftcMii,” he laid, 
“ and was meant as an expredion of regard ; the age is now grown delicate, and the 
free eftufions of hofpitality mud be fupprefled by ceremony; but 1 am an olddafhioned 
man, and cannot ejifily relinquifh the habits of my youth.” 

After dinner we adjourned to another room, and played two or throe rubbers of 
whift. Coffee and tea were brouglit in, and a plate of fweht-mcats was handed round 
to the company. At fi;: we took leave of our friendly Jhofl:, and returned to our inn, 
if it may be called by that honourable appellation. This inn, the only one in ihe town, 
was a wooden building, in a ruinous date, formerly painted on the outfidc. The 
apartment which we occupied had once been hung with paper, fragments of which here 
an4-there covered a fmall portion of the wainfot, a patch work of old and new planks. 
The furniture confided of two benches and as many chairs, one without a bottom, and 
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the other without Rback ; a deal box ferved.the purpofe of a tabic. We were inclined 
to conjedure that there was a heavy tax upon air and light; for all the windows were 
clofed-wiih planks, except one, which could not be opened, and could fcarcely be feen 
through, on account of the dirt with which it was incrufted. In the inventory of thefe 
valuables I fhould not omit a couch upon which I flept: it had been fo often mended, 
that, like Sir John Cutler’s (lockings, immortalized by Martinus Scriblerus, we could 
not diftinguilh any part of the original materials. It may perhaps appear furprizing, 
that a town like Smoicnfko (hould contain no tolerable inn j but the furprize will ceafe 
when we refled that few ftrahgers pafs this way; that the Ruffians carry their provi- 
fions, and either continue their journey during the night, or are accommodated in pri¬ 
vate houfes. 

Auguft 35. We quitted Smolenllco, croflfed the Dnieper over a wooden bridge into 
the fuburbs, and purfued our journey through a valley of fine pafture watered by the 
Dnieper, fpottcd with underwood, and terminating on each fide in gentle eminences 
clothed with trees. As we advanced, the country'became more abrupt, but no where 
rofe into any confiderable hill. Near Slovoda, a large draggling village, where we flop¬ 
ped for a few hours during the darknefs of the night, we again croffed the Dnieper on 
a raft formed of trunks of trees tied together with cords, and fcarcely large enough to re¬ 
ceive the carriage, which funk it fonae inches under water: this machine was then 
puflied from the banks until it met another of the fame kind, to which the horfes ftep- 
ped with difficulty ; and the diftance of the two rafts from each other was fo confider¬ 
able, that the carriage could fcarcely be prevented from flipping between thein into the 
river. 

The fecond poll from this primitive ferry was Dogorobufli, built upon a rifing hill, 
and exhibiting, like Smolenlko, though on a fmallerfcale, an intermixture of churches, 
houfes, cottages, corn-fields, and meadows : fome of the houfes, lately conftmfted at 
the Emprefs’s expence, were of brick covered with ftucco, and had the appearance of 
palaces when coiitrafted with the meannefs of tlie furrounding hovels. This place 
was formerly a ftrong fortrefs, and frequently befieged during the wars between 
Ruffia and Poland. From the ratnparts. of the ancient citadel we commanded an ex- 
tenfive view of the adjacent country, confiding of a large plain watered by the winding 
Dnfeper, and bounded by difiant hills. From Dogorobufh we proceeded twenty four 
miles to a fmall village called Zaratefli, where we thought ourfelves fortunate in being 
houfed for the night in a tolerable hut, which afforded a rare inftance of accommodation 
in thefe parts, a room feparated from that ufed by the family. Our hoftefs was a 
true Afiatic figure : flie was drefled in a blue garment without lleeves, whicfi defeend- 
ed to the ancles, and was tied round the waift with a red fafh ; fhe wore a white piece 
of linen wrapped round her head like a^rban, ear-rings, and necklace of variegated 
beads; her fandals -vero faftened wiflTblue firings, which were alfo tied round the 
ancles, in order to keep up the coarfe linen wrappers that ferved for flockings. 

Augufl 37. Our route the next morning, from Zaratefli to Viafma, lay through a 
continued forcfl, occafionally relieved by the inn:nrention of paflureS and corn fields. 
When we reflefled that we were in the 55th degree of northern latitude, we were fur- 
prized at the forwardnefs of the harvell; the wh^at and barley were already carried 
in, and the peafants employed in-cutting the oats and millet. Since our departure from 
Smolenfko the weather proved remarkably cold, and the wind had the keennefs of a 
November blaft ; the peafants were all clothed in their fheep-fkins, or winter dreffes. 

At a fmall diftance from Viafma we pafled the rivulet of the fame name, navigable 
only for rafts, which defeend its ftream into the Dnieper; we then mounted a fmall 

3 eminence 
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entincnce to the town, which makes a magnificent appearance with the domes and fph-es 

feveral churches rifing above the trees. Viafma fprcads over a large extent of 
ground} the buildings are moftly of wood, a few houfes of biick excepted, lately 
erefled by the munificence of the Emprefs. Part of the princi]^<llreet is formed, like 
the Ruflian roads, of trees laid crofs-ways, and part b boarded ynith planks like the 
floor of a room. It contains above twenty churches, ai« remarkable number for a 
place but thinly inhabited. Ihe rhurcha in the fmall towns and villages are chiefly 
ornamented with a cupola and feveral domes; the outfide wails are either white-waflied 
or painted red, and the cupolas or domes ate generally green, 'or ’Of a difierent co. 
lour from the other parts. At fome diftance the number of ij^ea smiTdcpnes rifing 
above the trees, which conceal the contiguous hovels, would lead tmveuer iilinacquaint* 
cd with the country to expeft a large city, where he will only find a colledion o£ 
wooden huts. 

At Viaima was concluded, in 1634, the treaty of perpetud peace between Ladif- 
laus TV. King of Poland, and Michael Feodorovheh: by wMra treaty Michael coa> 
firmed the cemon of Smolenlko; Severn, and Tchemichef, whiCn bad been yielded to 
the Poles at the truce of Develina; while S^diflaus renounced the title of i'^ar, and 
acknowledged Michael as the rightful foverdgn of Rufiia *. On this occafion both 
monarchs relinquiflied what they did not poflefs* and wUely facrificed imaginary pre* 
tenfions to the attainment of a fubflantial peace. 

The Ruflian peafants appear in general a large coarfe hardy race, and of great bo¬ 
dily ftrength; their dre& b a round hat or cap with a high crown, a coarfe robe of 
drugget (or in winter of flieep fldn, with the wool turned inwards,) reaching below 
the knee, and bouiiui round thf walft by a fafli, trowfers of linen almofl: as thick as 
fackcloth, a woollen ot |flannef<4iotb wra{))3ed round die leg iniiead of flockings, fan- 
dais woven from ftrips a jdiant baibf aM &ftlWid by Qrings of the lame materials, 
which are afterwards twined round toe leg, toad ferve |hi garters to the woollen or 
fl^nel wrappers. In warm weather the pwdants firequaitly wear only a Ihort coarfe 
Ihirt and trowfers. 

The cotmges are btnlt in the iame manner a$ thdie,.ff l^ithuania, but larger, and 
ibmewhat better proyided with furaicuili and domelHc utenfils: they are of a fquare 
fiiape, formed of whole anqiier, and fecored at the four corners 

with mortifes and tenons. thefe piles are filled with mofs. 

Within the timbers are fmeqim^ the aib, m as to form the appearance of wain- 
fcot; but without are left bitn die bark in their rude Hate. The roofs are in the 
penthoufeTorm, and generally compofed of tlie bark of trees or Ihingles, which are 
Ibmetimesicov^^ with mould or turf. The peafants ufually conftruit the whole 
houfe folely with the afliftance of the hatchet, and cut the planks of the floor with the 
fame inflruroent, in many parts being unacqu^nted with the ufe of the faw: they 
finifli the (hell of the houfe and roof before uiey begin to cut the yrindows or doors. 
The windows are apertures of a few inches fquare, clofed with Hiding frames, and the 
doois are fo low not to admit a nnddle-fized man withou^ ftoQ{»ng« Thefe cottages 
fometimes, though very rarely, conflft of two floltes {.fn which ^m't^ lower apart* 
irent is a ftobo-room, and the upp^ the habitable 'j^of die b(!|l|&|^e flair-cafe is 
mofl commonly a ladder on the ootnde. Mod of ^fe huts areip|Kver, only one 
flory, and few of them contili rooms, the gaierality only one. ‘ «i fome of this 
latter fort 1 was frequently alralElRed by the tmekens picking the grains of corn in 
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the ftraw upofl which I lay, and more than once by a lefs inoffenfire animal. At 
Tabluka, a village where we pafled the night of the ayth, a party of hogs, at four in 
the morning, rouihd me by grunting clofe to my ear. Not much pleafed dtber with 
the earlinefs of the vlfit, or the faiutation of my vifitors, I called out to my fervaat, 
** Jofeph, drive Utefe gentry out of the room, and {hut the door.** “ There is no door 
that will ihut,** repli^ Jofeph, with great compofure, ** we have tried every expedient 
to faften it withoui;fuccefs i the hogs have more than once been excluded, but have as 
often returned.” This converfation effeSualiy rooiing me, I determed to refign to 
my unwelcome guefls that litter Which I could no longer eftjoy; add contemplated, by 
the light of a flip of deal, the furrounding feehe. My two companions were ftretch- 
ed upon the fame parcel of ftraw from which I had juft emerged} a little beyond our 
fervants occupied a feparate heap; at a fmali diftance three RufSaiw, With long beards, 
and coarfe fac kcloth fliirts and trowfers, lay extended upon their tmcks on the bare floor ; 
on the oppofite fide of the room three women in tbdr clothes flumbered on a long 
bench, while the top of the ftove afforded a couch to a woman drefied like die others 
and four fprawling children almoft naked. 

The furniture in thefe cottages conflfts chiefly of a wooden table or drefier, and 
benches faftened to the fldes of the room: the utenflls are wooden platters, bowk, and 
fpoons, with perhaps one large earthen pan for cooking. The food of the peaflmts is 
black rye bread, fomecimes white, eggs, ialt*iifli, bacon, mulhrooms ; their ftivourice 
difli is a hodge-podge of fait or freih meat, groats, and rye^flmir, highly feafoned with 
onions and garlic, which are much nfed by the Rufliaas. 

The peafants were greedy of money; almoft always demanded previous payment for 
every trifle, and were in general much inclined td' thh^itfog. In 'Poland it was not 
necelTary to be always upon the watch; nnd we ftequeistly 1^ die e^ipaiw during the 
whole night without a guard: but in Rui!^ wUboBt theprecaudoii mr^lam ftadon- 
ing a fervant in the carriage, evm article would foon have difappeared ;> vet even 
with this expedient, the watchfulneu of our Arpts was conthmaily baflied ^ the fo- 
perior vigilance of the natives, and the morning generally announced fomls petty tois, 
to which the night had given birth* 

The peafants at every poll were obliged to {ttnufii os with hoifes at a fixed and rea« 
fonable rate, which had the ill effect of rendmSn^^themmttremely dilatory in their mo. 
tions; and as our only interpreter was a Bohemian * fervant, not perfedly acquainted 
with tbe Ruflian language, his difliculty in explaining, joined to their backwardn^s in 
executing our orders, occafioned delays of feveral hours for a change of korfes. The 

E eafants in the capacity of coachmen and poftilliuns; they always hamefled four 

orft'S a-brsaft, commonly put eighr^nd fotnedm^even ten horfes to our carriage: as 
the ftages were fov the moft part twraty, and fometimes thirty miles, and the roads ex. 
tremely bad. Hiey feldom ufed either boots or faddies, and had no fort of ftirrup, 
except a i^ dowled and thrown acrois the hqrfe's back. Each horfe was equipped 
with a fnail|^bl^(^ Which however was feldom'inferted in the mouth, but generally 
hung loofewliM the iaqtf Thiif' Method ef driving was not in a fteady pace, but by 
ftarts and b|«iuuip^h l^tle attention to the nmure of the s^und^: ttie^ peafants feu 
dnm trotted|||pw ll^es, 4)00 would fuddetily f 6 p:e •them mto Wj^tlop tlflrough the 
worft road«iira''ih«Mnimm as fudMl^ ch^edl|heij[^1^ upon the moft tiwel fur. 
face. A C|iawWM ^ lerlt^ thei^ ftW a whip> which t^ydchkmi had any 
occaflon to<Uw» HtfSed their horfes ioi^rdMlalw hooting and whiitting like cat. 


V llil dialei^a of the Scltvoman tongue. 
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calls. The intervals of thefe noifes were filled with finging, which is a favourite prac¬ 
tice among the Ruffians, and has been mentioned by moft travellers who have vifited 
this country. From the wretched hamefs, which was continually breaking, the bad- 
nefs of the roads, the length of time we were always detained at the polls before we 
could procure horfes, and other impediments, we were feldom able to travel more than 
forty or fifty miles a day j although we commenced our journey before fun-rife, and 
purfued it till it was dark. 

Auguft 27. Near Viafma we entered the vafl: foreft of Volkonflti, through which 
we continued for a hundred and fifty miles without interruption, almoll to the gates of 
Mofeow. This foreft, which ftretches on ajl fides to an immenCe extent, gives rife to 
the principal rivers of European Ruffia, the Duna, the Dnieper, and the Volga. The 
fourccs of the Duna were at feme diflance from our route ; but thofe of the Dnieper and 
the Volga rofe at fmall intervals from each other, not far from Viafma. The country 
in this part was more than ufual broken into hill and dale; though it ftill exhibited 
rather a fucceffion of waving furface, than any confiderable elevations. 

On the 28th we arrived at the village of Gretkeva towards the clofe of the evening, 
and imprudently proceeded on our Journey another ftage of eighteen miles : the even¬ 
ing was exceedingly dark, cold, and rainy} the road uncommonly bad, and we were 
in continual apprehenfions of being overturned. The greatelt danger, however, 
which we encountered, was unknown to us until we reached the end of the flation : 
we were then informed by our fervants that we had croffed a broad piece of water upon 
a wooden bridge without railing, fo infirm that it almoft cracked under the carriage, 
and fo narrow that one of the hind-wheels was for an inflant fufpended over the pre¬ 
cipice. Our ufual good fortune, however, brought us fafe between twelve and one to 
a cottage at Molhaiik, where we found an excellent ragout of beef and onions prepared 
by the trufty fervant, who always preceded us, and provided our lodging and fupper. 
I have little to fay of Molhaiik, as we entered it at fo late an hour, and departed the 
next morning by day-break. We changed horfes at the village of Selo-Naro, and ar- 
rived early in tne evening at Malo-a-Viafma, embofomed in the foreft, and pleafantly 
fituated at the edge of a fmall lake. This place was diftant only twenty four miles 
from, Mofeow, where we were impatient to arrive; but we prudently deferred our 
journey until the next morning, as we did not chufe to tempt fortune by expofmg our- 
fdves a fecond time to dangers in a dark night and in an unknown country. 

The road for fome way before we came to Malo-a-Viafma, and from thence to Mof¬ 
eow, was a troad ftraight avenue cut through the foreft. The trees which compofed 
thefe vaft plantations, fet by the hand of nature, were oaks, beech, mountain-alh, pop¬ 
lar,‘pines, and firs, mingled together in the mo^ wanton variety. The different fhades 
of green, and the rich tints of the autumnal ^ours, were inexnreffibly beautiful; 
while the fublime, but uniform expanfe of foreft was occafionaUy relieved by re- 
ceffes of paftures and corn-fields. 


Chap. 
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Chap. Vi.'^Mofcmtt.-~liiftory.—Removal of the Seat of Empire to PeterJburgh,’^Po» 
pulation and Dejcription of Mofcow^—Elivijions. — Kremlin.-^Khitaigorod.’—Bielgorod. 
—~SenUaimgorod.—-Sloboda, or Suburbs.—Neva Palace-gardens.—Old Style.—Hofpi- 
tttlity of the Rifjian Nobles.—Account of Muller^ the celebrated Hijlorian.—Anniverfary 
of St, Alexan^r NevJkU—Entertainments at Count Alexey Orlof*s—his Stud.—Boxing 
Matches. — Vauxhall. 

AUGUST 30. The approach to Mofcow was firft announced at the diftance of 
fix miles, by fome fpires over-topping an eminence at the extremity of the broad ave¬ 
nue cut through the foreft; about two or three miles further we afeended a height, 
from whence a fuperb profpeft of the vaft city burft upon our fight. It ftretched in the 
form of a crefeeni, to a prodigious extent: while innumerable churches, towers, gilded 
fpires and domes, white, red, and green buildings, flittering in the fun, formed a 
fplendid appearance, yet ftrangely contrafted by an intermixture of wooden hovels. 
The neighbouring country was undulating ; the foreft reached to within a mile of the 
ramp.u'ts, and was fucceeded by a range of open paftures. We croffed the river 
Molkva on a long fpecies of raft floating, faftened to each bank, which the Ruffians 
call a living-bridgCt becaufe it bends under the carriage. After a ftrift examination of 
our paffport we drove through the fuburbs along a w'ooden road, entered one of the 
interior circles of the town, called Bielgorod, and took up our quarters at an inn Icept 
by a Frenchman, at which fome of the nobility hold affemblies. Our apartments were 
convenient and fpacious; we alfo found every accommodation in abundance, except 
bed and fheets ; for as no one, who is experienced in the cuftoms of this country, tra¬ 
vels without thofe articles, inns are feldom provided with them. With much trouble 
however, we obtained from our landlord two bedfteads with bedding, and one mattrefs 
to place upon the floor: we could not procure more than three fheets, one of which 
fell to my fhare; but we had be^ fo long accuftomed to fleep on ftraw, that we fancied 
ourfelves in a ftate of unheard of luxury, and blefled our good fortune. 

Antiquaries differ confiderably concerning the foundation of Mofcow; but the fol¬ 
lowing account is moft probable * ; 

Mofcow owes its foundation to George, fon of Vladimir Monomaka, who, in 1154, 
afeended the throne of Ruffia. Being infulted by Stephen Kutchko, Prince of Sufdal, 
he confifeated his domains, of which the lands now occupied by the city formed a part, 
and U(^d the foundation of a new town, which he called Mofkva, from the river of that 
name. But the town fell into fuch decay under his fuccelfors, that when Daniel, fon of 
Alexander Newfki, received, in tha^Vifion of the empire, the duchy of Mofeovy as his.. 
portion, and fixed his refidence at this place, he may be faid to have new founded the 
town. The fpot now occupied by the Kremlin, was at that time a morafs overfpread 
with a thick wood, containing a finall ifland with only a fingle hut. On this part Da¬ 
niel conftrufled numerous buildings, and enclofed it with wood’en fortifications. He 
fiift affumed the title ofTDuke of Mofcow, and was fo attached to this fituation, that on 
fucceeding bis brother Andrew Alexandrovitch in the great duchy of Vladimer, he 
continued his refidence at Mofcow, which became the capital of the Ruifian dominions. 
His fon Ivan confiderably enlarged the new metropolis, and in 1367 his grandlba, De- 

< 

* See SOmorokof*! Kleine Chronik Von Mofeau in St, Pet. Joarnal for 17761 and SchierebatoP’s 
RulT. GeC p. 756. 
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metrius Ivanovitch Doufki, furrounded the Kremlin with a brick wall. , ' 1 ‘hefe new for- 
tidcations, however, did not prevent Tamerlane, in 1383, from taking the town •. 
IBeing foon evacuated by that defultory conqueror, it again came into the pofleffion of 
the Ruffians; but was frequently occupied by the Tartars, who in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries over-ran Ruffia, and even maintained a garrifon in Mofcow, until 
they were finally expelled by Ivan Vaffilievitch I. To him Mofcow is indebted for 
its principal fplendour, and under him it became the molt confiderable city of the Ruffian 
empire. ... 

The Baron of Herberftein, ambaffador from the Emperor Maximilian to the great 
Duke Vaffili, fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch, in the beginning of the fixteenth century, is the 
firft foreign writer who gave a defcription of Mofcow, which he accompanied with a 
coarfe engravingjaf the town in wood f. In this curious but rude plan, may be difiin* 
guiffied the walls of the Kremlin, or citadel, in their prefent ftate, and feveral of the 
public buildings, which even now contribute to its ornament. From this period we are 
able to trace its progrefs and gradual increafe, under the fucceeding fovereigns, in the 
accounts of feveral Englifli | and foreign § travellers. 

Mofcow continued the metropolis until the beginning of the prefent century; when, 
to the great diiTatisfadion of the nobility, but with great advantage to the (late, the feat 
of empire was transferred to Peterfburgh. 

Notwithftanding the ^redileflion which Peter conceived for Peterfburgh, in which 
all the fucceeding fovereigns, excepting Peter II., have fixed their refidence, Mofcow is 
lUll the moil populous city of the Ruffian empire. Here the chief nobles, who do not 
belong to the court of the Emprefs, refide; they here fupport a large number of re¬ 
tainers, gratify their tafte for a ruder and more expenfive magnificence in the ancient 
llyle of mudal grandeur, and are not, as at Peterfburgh, eclipfed by thefuperior fplen¬ 
dour of the imperial eftabliihment. 

Mofcow is fituated in the longitude of thirty-feven degrees thirty-one minutes from 
the firft meridian of Greenwich, and in fifty-five degrees forty-five minutes forty-five 
feconds of northern latitude. It is the largeft town in Europe; the circumference with¬ 
in the rampart, which enclofes the fuburbs, being thirty-nine verfts, or twenty-fix 
miles H; but it is built in fo ftraggling a manner, that the population in no degree cor- 
refponds to dhe extent. Some Ruffian authors ftate the inhabitants at five hundred 
thoufand, a number evidently exaggerated. According to Bufehing, who refided fomc 
years in Ruffia, Mofcow, in ly/o, contained feven hundred and eight brick houfes, and 
eleven thoufand eight hundred and forty wooden habitations ; eighty-five thoufand 
leven hundred and thirty-one males, and fixty-feven thoufand fifty-nme females, in all 
only one hundred and fifty-two thoufand feven hunted and ninety fouls; a computation 
which errs jn the other extreme **. According t^an account publifiied in the Journal 
of St. Peterfburgh ft* the diftrifl of Mofcow contained, in the beginning of 1780, two 
thoufand one hundred and feventy eight hearths; and the number of inhabitants were 
one hundred and thirty-feven thoufand* fix huntlred and ninety-eight males, and one 

* S. R. G. vol. ii, p. 03. t See R(r. Mof. Com^ in Rer. Mof. Auft. 

I Chiefljr Chancellor, fietcher. Smith, the autlior of Ltord Carlifle’i EmbaOy, Perry, Rruce, 5 cc. 

Poflevinut, Mai|^ret, Petreius, Qlearius. Mayerber^, Le Bruyn, &c.^ 

II The circumference is nearly equal to that of Pekin, which, including the fuburba, meafurei forty 
veriU, or twenty-fix mile* and three-quarters. Journal of St. Pet. April 1775, p. 245. 

f According to Heym, Mofcow contained in 1793. eight thoufand four huodred and thirty-nine houfes, 
of which one thoufand three hupdred and eighty-two were of brick. 

Bwfohing's Neue Erdbefehreibung, voli. p. 84^. Edit. 1777. ff For i^l» p. *00. 
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hundred and ifcirty-four thoufand nine hundred and eighteen females, in all two hun¬ 
dred and feventy-two thoufand fix hundred and iixteen fouls. In the courfe of the 
fame year the deaths amounted to three thoufand feven hundred ani two, and the births 
to eight thoufand Hx hundred and twenty-one; and in the end, the population of the 
didri^ was found to be one hundred and forty thoufand one hundred and forty-three 
males, and one hundred and thirty-feven thoufand three hundred and ninety-two fe¬ 
males, in all two hundred and feventy-feven thr'ufand five hundred and thirty-five fouls. 
This computation is’more accurate than either of the others; and its truth has been 
recently confirmed by an Engli/h gentleman lately returned from Mofcow, who made 
this topic the fubjeft pf his inquiries. According to his account, which he received 
from the lieutenant of the police *, Mofcow contains within the ramparts two hundred 
and fifty thoufand fouls, and in the adjacent villages, fifty thoufand. 

If I was ftruck with the fmgularity of Smolenflco, I was all aflonifliment at the im- 
menfity and variety of Mofcow; a city fo irregular, fo uncommon, fo extraordinary, 
and fo contrafied, never before claimed my attention., The ftreets are in general ex¬ 
ceedingly long and broad; fome are paved; others, particularly thofe in the fuburbs, 
formed with trunks of trees, or boarded with planks like the floor of a room; wretched 
hovels are blended with large palaces; cottages of one ftory ftand next to the moll 
ftately manfions. Many brick Itruftures are covered with wooden tops; fome of the 
timber houfes are painted, others have iron doors and roofs. Numerous churches pre- 
fent themfelves in every quarter, built in the Oriental ftyle of architeflure; fome with 
domes of copper, others of tin/gilt or painted green, and many roofed with wood. In 
a word, fome parts of this vaft city have the appearance of a feqiieftered defert, other 
quarters, of a populous town; fome of a contemptible village, others of a great ca¬ 
pital. 

Mofcow may be confidered as a town built upon the Afiatic model, but gradually be¬ 
coming more and more European; exhibiting a motley mixture of difcordant architec¬ 
ture. It is diflributed into five divifions: 1. Kremlin; 2. Khitaigorod; 3. Bielgorod; 
4. Semiainogorod; 5. Sloboda, or fuburbs. 

I. The Kremlin was probably thus denominated by the Tartars when inpofleflion of 
Mofcow, from the word Krem or Krim, which flgnifies a fortrefs. It (lands in the cen¬ 
tral and higheft part of the city, near the conflux of the Mofkva and NegUna, which 
wa(h two of its Tides, is of a triangular form, ahd about two miles in circumference. 
It is furrounded by high wails of (tone and brick, which were conftruded by Solario, 
a celebrated architect of Milan, in 1491, under the reign of Ivan ValfiMevitch L, as ap¬ 
pears from a curious infcription over one of the gates; 

“ Joannes Vafilii Dei Gracia Magnu^ Dux Volodimerise Mofeovise Novogardiae 'H- 
feriae Plefcovias Veticie Ongarie Perfhiie Buolgarie et Aliar. Totius Q. Raxiae Domi- 
nus Anno T^rtk) Imperii Sui HasTurres Condere Fet.'Statuit Petrus Antonides Sola* 
rius Mediolanenfls anno Nat. Domini 1491. K. JuHi.** 

The reader will doubtlefs be as much furprized as I was to flnd^ that the Tzars em¬ 
ployed foreign arcbitefls fo early a period j before their country was fcarcely'known 
to the red of Europe. The Kremlin is not disfigured by wooden houfes, and contains 

* Tltis computation may be relied upon. For ai a newaquedudl near Mofcow wasjuS finiflled. it was 
neieeflary to form as exadt aii eAimate as poflible of tke number of inhabitants, in order to iwulate the necef- 
fary fupply of water for. each family. Richter obferret, 'fhe population of Mofcow difiera according to 
the fetfon of the year. In winter, when the nobiUty and their retainers flock to the metropolit, the inha¬ 
bitants exceed three hundred thoufand; but in fummei, when they retire to the country, do hot amount to 
two hundred thoufand.—flkizze von Mofkau. 
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the ancient palace of the Tzars, feveral churches, two convents, the patiiarchal palace, 
the arlenal, now in ruins, and one private houfe, which belonged to Boris Godunof be> 
fore he was raifed to the throne *. 

2. The fecond divifion is called Khitaigorod, a term conjeftured by fome etymolo- 
gifts to imply the Chinefe town. Voltaire, in his Hiftory or Peter the Great, fupports 
this opinion, when he calls Khitaigorod ** La partie appellee la ville Chimife, ou les ra- 
retes de -la Chine f'eitallaient” But this divifion of Mofcow bore that appellation long 
before any connexion was opened between the Ruffians and Ciiinefe; and the beft 
hiftorians fuppofe the word Cathay or Khitai to have been introduced by the Tartars 
when they had poffcffion of Mofcow t *. in proof of this conjefture it is alledged, that 
there is a town in the Ukraine called Khitaigorod, and another of the fame name in Po- 
dolia; both which provinces, though unknown to the Chinefe, were either over.run or 
inhabited by Tartars. 

The Khitaigorod | is enclofed on one fide by that wall of the Kremlin which runs 
from the Molkva to the Neglina, and on the other by a brick wall of inferior height. 
It is much larger than the Kremlin, and contains the univerfity, the printing-houfc, and 
many other public buildings, together with all the tradefmen’s (hops. The edifices are 
inoltly fiuccoed or white-waffied; and it has the only ftreet in Mofcow in which the 
houfes fiand contiguous to each other without any intervals. 

3. The Bielgorod, or White Town, which nearly encircles the two preceding divi- 
fions, is fuppofed to derive its name from a white wall with which it was formerly en- 
ck fed, and of w-hich fome remains ftill exift. 

4. Senilainogorod, which environs the three other quarters, takes its denomination 
from a circular rampart of earth with which it is encompaifed. Thefe two divifions ex¬ 
hibit a grotefque group of churches, convents, palaces, brick and wooden houfes, and 
mean hovek, in no degree fuperior to peafants’ cottages. 

5. The Sloboda, or fuburbs, form a vaft exterior circle round the parts already de- 
feribed, and are* inverted with a low rampart and ditch. Thefe fuburbs contain, befides 
numerous buildings of all denominations, corn-fields, much open pafture, and fome fmall 
lakes, which give rife to the Neglina. 

The Molkva flows through the city in a winding chaimel; but, excepting in fpring, 
is only navigable for rafts: it receives the Yaufa in the Semlainogorod, and the Ne- 
glina at the weftern extremity of the Kremlin ; both which rivulets are, in fummer, al- 
moft dry. 

The mohiing after our arrival, having ordered our Ruffian fervant to hire a carriage 
during our ftay at Mofcow, he procured a coach with fix horfes of different colours ; 
the coachman and poliillions were dreffed like^peafants, with high cylindrical hats ; the 
coachman, with a lung beard and fliecp-ikin rub's, fat on the box; the portillions, in a 
coarfe drugget garb, were mounted upon the off-horfes, according to the curtom of 
this country. Behind the carriage was an enormous fack of hay: upon expreffing fur- 
prize at this appendage, we were informed, that almoft eveiy carriage at Mofcow is 
provided with a viaticum of this forjt, which, while the mailer is paying his vifits, or is 
at dinner, is occafionally given to the horfes. Some refrertiments of this kind, indeed, 

* See the next chapter, where fome of thofe buildinos are defcrlbed. Since my viflt to Mofcow, many 
additioiiai buildings have been conllrutSted, particularly tm fenate houfe, a magnificent ftruAure, built by the 
Empiefs. 

+ S. R. G. vol. viii. p. 538—•y4t. 

Khitaigorod is faid to be of Tartar derivation, and to mean the Middie Toum, from it« fituation be¬ 
tween tbe Kremlin and Bielgorod. 
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feemed neceffary, as our horfes never faw the ftable fi:om the morning until the even¬ 
ing, or at midnight} and remained during that interval, like thofe of our ^ckney- 
coaches, in the ftreets. During our continuance Tn this city, we, not uncommonly, 
perceived about dinner-time, in the court-yards of thofe houfes where we dined, many 
horfes without bridles, and unhamefled from the refpeftive carriages, browfing upon 
their portable provender ftrewed on the ground j with them were intermixed different 
parties of coachmen and poftillions; who at the fame time gratihed the calls of hunger 
upon a repaff ready prepared, like that of their cattle, and which too required as little 
ceremony in ferving up. The frequenCT.of thefe objeds foon rendered them familiar,, 
and we ceafed to look upon our trufs of hay as an excrefcence. 

The firft vifit we made in our new equipage was to our banker, who lived at the 
fiirtheft extremity of one of the fuburbs, at the diftance of four miles from our inn. 
Our coachman drove through the town with great expedition, generally in a brilk trot, 
and frequently a full gallop, without any diilindion of paved or boarded ftreets. 
Having fettled our bufinefs with the banker, who was our countryman, and obligingly 
furniflied us with a large colledion of Englilh newfpapers, we croffed the Yaufaover a; 
raft bridge to a palace, conftruded for the reception of the prefent Emprefs, when flie 
vifits Mofcow; this palace is not, according to our ordinary acceptation of the word, 
a fingle ftrudure; but, in the true Ityle of Afiatic grandeur, a vaft affemblage of nu¬ 
merous buildings, diftributed into feveral ftreets, and bearing the appearance of a mo¬ 
derate town *. The bafe of each building is ftone, but of fo foft a nature,.that it feeni- 
ed fcarcely adequate to fupport the fuperftrufture; the bricks ufed for the remainder 
of the fabric crumbled at the touch, nor did the workmanlhip exceed the materials, for 
the walls were in many places out of the perpendicular line. 

The greater part of the timber employed in the conftrudion of thefe vaft edifices 
was fafliioned with the axe. Though I often faw the carpenters at work, I never once 
perceived a faw in their hands; they cut the trees through with the axo, they hewed 
planks with the axe, they formed the beams, anil fitted them together with the axe. 
With this fimple engine they mortaifed and tenanted the fmalleft as well as the largeft; 
pieces of wood, and fmoothed the boards for the floor with the niceft exactnefs. In¬ 
deed, the dexterity and juftnefs with which they managed this inftrument was w'on- 
derfui i but the operation mult evidently occafion a prodigious wafte of labour and 
wood. 

The gardens which belonged to the old palace built by Elizabeth near the fpot where 
the prefent ftrudure was erefting, are ftill retained; they are of confidefable extent,, 
and contained forae of the beft gravel walks I have feen fince my departure from Eng¬ 
land. In fome parts the grounds were laid out in a pleafing and natural manner, but 
in general the old flyle of gardening prevailed, and prefented rows of clipped yew- 
trees, long ftraight canals, and a profufion of prepofterous ftatue.*?. Hercules prefided 
at a fountain, with a retinue of gilded cupids, dolphins, and lamias; every little ftruc- 
turc was a pantheon, and every grove was hauqted by Apollos and Dianas; but the 
principal deity in the place was a female figure hqlding a cornucopia reverfed, which, 
inftead of diftributing as ulual, all kinds of fruit, grain, and flowers, poured out crowns, 
coronets, and mitres. The reign of thefe deities was however doomed to be fhort 
under the aufpices of Catherine, all thefe inftances of grotefque tafte will be removed,, 
and give place to mora natural ornaments. This palace and gardens occupy the ex- 

* Paul converted this palace into barracks fur two thoufaiid men. 
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tremity of the fuburbs, within the compos of the exterior rampart which encircles the 
whole town. 

We foon ceafed to be furprized that our carriage was provided with fix horfes, as 
nothing was more common than to meet the equipages of the nobility with complete 
fets, driving merely about the (Ireets of Mofcow. As the city k of fo large a compafs, 
many hacli^y carriages are Rationed in the ftreets for conveying pafiengers to the dif¬ 
ferent quarters. Thefe vehicles are without tops, have moflly four wheels, and are 
provided dther with a long bench, or pne, two, or three feparate leats, like arm chairs, 
placed fide>ways: their fares are fo reafonable, that fervants occalionally ufe them upon 
errands to diflant parts of the city. The coachman generally drives at the rate of eight 
.or nine miltt anhour. 

September i. This morning we received a card of invitation from Count Oflerman, 
governor of Mofcow, to dinner for the sad of Auguft; but as it was the ill of Sep¬ 
tember, our fervant who took the mefliage, came laughing into the room, and informed 
us that we were invited to an entertainment that was pad: he had endeavoured, be 
added to convince the melTenger of the miftake; but the man infilled that the enfuing 
day was the sad of Augull. It was indeed a natural miftake in our fervant, who did 
not know that the Rufiians ftill adhered to the old ftyle, and as he had pafifed the aad 
of Auguft in Lithuania, it is no wonder that he was furprized at finding it again fo foon 
at Moteow. ' 

Until the reign of Peter the Great, the Rufiians began their year in September, and 
dated their sera from the creation of the world *, and not from the nativity of our Sa¬ 
viour. In 1700, Peter inftituted a grand jubilee at Mofcow, and ordained that from 
that period the year fhould commence in January, and be computed from the Chriftian 
sera, according to the ftyle then in ufe in England. As a mark of veneration to his 
memory, no alteration has been made in the Rufiian calendar; and Rufiia is the only 
European nation which ftill retains the old ftyle. 

The fame morning we carried a letter of Tecommendation from Count Stackelberg, 
the Ruffian Ambafi^or at Warfaw, to Prince Volkonikt, governor of the province, who 
received us with ^reat cordiality, and invited us to dinner, defiring us to confidcr his 
table as oura during our continuance at Mofcow. The Prince is in his fixty-feventh 
year, and recollects Peter the Great, whom he defcribed as fix-feet in height, ftrong and 
well made, with his head flouching and awry, of a dark complexion, and a countenance 
continually fubjeCl to diftortions; adding that he was generally drefifed in his green 
uniform, or'a plain brown coat; was remarkable for the finenefs of his linen, wore his 
fiiort black hair without powder, and whilkers. The Prince amufed us with relating 
feveral anecdotes of that great monarch, and.amongft others, one which he received 
from Prince Mentchikof. 

After the battle of Pultava, while his father Prince Volkoniki, was following 
Charles XII. with a corps of light horfe, an aid-de-camp brought an order from Ment¬ 
chikof to halt: he obeyed, but difjiatohed a melTenger to acquaint the Prince that he 
was purfuing the King of Sweden with the faireft profped of overtaking him. Ment¬ 
chikof was greatly aftonifiied at this naeflage, as no orders for difcontinuing the purfuit 
had ifiued trom him, and his fuppofed aid-de camp was never difcovered. As Peter 
inftituted no inquiry concerning the perfon who bad probably {prevented the capture of 

* Tb^ reckoned alfo, according to the opinion of the Greeks,'5508 yean, inftead of only i$ 6 ^, from 
the creation to the nativity. 
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his moft formidable rival, it is fufpeded that the ftratagem was contrived by himfelf, in 
order to avoid being embarraffed with a prifoher whom he would be unwilling either to 
releafe or detain long in captivity. 

Nothing can exceed the hofpitality of the Ruffians. We never paid a morning viftt 
to any nobleman without being detained to dinner: we alfo conftantly received general 
invitations, but confidering them as mere compliments, were unwilling to intrude our- 
felves without further notice. We foon found, however, that the principal pcrfons of 
diftindtion kept opdh tables, and were highly obliged by our reforting to them without 
ceremony. Prince Volkonfki in particular, having cafually difeovered that we had dined 
the preceding day at the inn, politely upbraided us, repeating his affurances that his 
table was ours, and that when we were not engaged, he fhould always expeft us for his 
guefts. Indeed the ftrongeft expreffions can fcarcely do juftice to the attention and 
kindnefs of this excellent noblem.nn; not content with admitting us to his table without 
form, he was anxious that our curiofity fhould be gratified with the fight of every re¬ 
markable objeft af Mofeow, he ordered his aide-de-camp to accompany us to different 
parts of the city, and as vve were extremely defirous to become acquainted with Muller, 
the celebrated hiflorian of this country, he invited him to meet us at dinner. 

Muller fpeaks and writes the German, Ruffian, French, and Latin tongues with un¬ 
common fluency, and reads the Englifli, Dutch, Swedilh, Danifli, and Greek with 
great facility. His memory is ftill furprixing, and his accurate acquaintance with the 
minutefl incidents of the Ruffian annals, almoft furpaffes belief. 

At theconclufion of the dinner I had the pleai'ure of accompanying this eminent 
hiflorian to his houfe, and pafled fome hours in his library. He poffeffes moft of the 
books in the different languages of modem Europe which treat of Ruffia; the Englifli 
writers upon this country are far more numerous than I imagined. His colledion of 
ftate papers and manuferipts is invaluable, and arranged in the exaSeft order. 

Every lover of literature muft regret, that Muller, who is admirably qualified for, the 
tafle, and has already prepared the materials, has not favoured the public with a regular 
hiftory of Ruflia, and that on account of his advanced age, he muft confign to others 
the ufe of thofe papers which he has fo diligently accumulated. He will, however, 
always be confidered as the'great father of Ruffian hiftory, as well from the excellent 
fpecimens he himfelf has produced, as from the vaft fund of information which he be¬ 
queaths to future authors. 

Gerard Frederic Muller was born in 1705, at Herforden, in the circle of Weftphalia. 
He received the early part of his education under his father, Thoma**Mufler, reftor of 
Gymnafium j in the feventeenth year of his age was removed to the univerfity of Rrrt- 
teln, and in the following year to Leipfic. Having greatly diftinguifhed himfelf by 
rapid advances in various branches of polite literature, in the twentieth year of his age, 
he was recommended to Peter the Great as a proper perfon to be appointed member of 
the Imperial Academy of Sciences. He arrived at Peterlburg in November 1725, after 
the demife of Peter} but was nominated by Catharine the Firft, adjpndl to the Imperial 
Academy. He read ledlnres in the latin tongue on hiftory and geography, and in 1730 
was apjxiinted profeffor of hiftory, and member of the Imperial Academy. In the 
fame year he began bis travels into Germany, Holland, and England, and during his 
refidence in London was chofen member of the Royal Society. Being deputed by the 
Emprefs Anne to explore the extreme parts of Siberia, and the peninfula of Kamtchatka, 
he fet out on the 8th of Auguil 1733, on this memorable expedition, in company with 
Steller, De Lifle, the elder Gmelin, and Kraiheninikof. The indefatigable traveller 
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turned his principal attention to the hiftory, geography, antiquities, manners, and cuf- 
toms of the various people and hordes of Siberia. He compiled or correfted maps of 
the diftrifts which he vifited, arranged the archives of the principal towns, and copied 
the moft; important documents. 

The unremitting affiduity with which he continued his inquiries, brought on a nervous 
complaint, which prevented him from accompanying his fellow travellers; and com- 
pelled him to demand his recal. Having obtained the Emprefs’s permiffion to return, 
hefaw his companions depart with regret; but afterwards lecovering his health, was 
impelled by literary zeal to continue his travels into the extreme parts of Siberia, not- 
withftanding the fatigue of the journey, through an inhofpitable country, and over 
•almoft impaflable roads. He vifited Irkutlk, Okotlk, and even penetrated to Yakutik, 
where he arrived in 1736. In examining the archives, he found the original account 
of the Ruffian voyages in the Frozen Ocean; and in the fea of Kamtchatka, and difcovered 
that in the laft century, Delhnef, a Ruffian navigator, had taken his departure from the 
river of Kovyma, failed along the Frozen Ocean, and doubled the north-eaftem promon¬ 
tory of Afia*; thus afcertaining a point which had long agitated the literary world, that 
the continents of Afia and America were feparated by the fea. This important dif- 
covery occafioned various attempts to difcover the north-weftern coaft of America, and 
gave rife to the expedition of Captain Cook. 

After zn abfence of ten years Muller returned to St. Peterfburgh in the beginning of 
i74'» i and was received by the Emprefs Elizabeth with great marks of diftin&on. In 
1747 he was appointed hiftoriographer, and reftor of the Imperial univerfity, received 
other promotions at St. Peterfburgh, and at length was appointed by the prefent Em- 
prefs, Councellor of State, and Keeper of the Archives at Mofeow f. 

His principal work is a Colleftion of Ruffian Hifiories, in nine volumes, and contains 
many curious and interefting articles: an account of the Rullian annals, drawn from 
the Byzantine writers, from the ancient Sclavonian chronicles, and from Snorro Stur- 
tenfis, an hiftorian of Norway; various details of the Calmuc Tartars, and Zapomvian 
Coflacs j the Commerce and Poffeffions of the Genoefe on the Coafts of the Black Sea, 
and at Azof; an account of the Ruffian and Chinefe Settlements on the river Amoor; 
Hiftory and Commerce of Siberia; Hiftory of Ruffia, from the reign of Boris Godunof 
to the Weffion of Michael Feodorovitch ; Remarkable Things in Afiatic Ruffia, and 
in Turkey in Afia; the Ruffian Trade to China; Natural Hiilory of the Diftridls be¬ 
tween the Don and Diepper; Account of Novogorod, Dorpart, Pemau, and Riga. 

The third volume or this interefting work contains an “Account of the Ruffian 
Voyages and Difeoveries along the Coafb of the Frozen Sea, and in the Eaftern Ocean 
towards Japan and America,” from 1636 to the termination of Bering’s and Tchirikof’s 
expedition in 174a: to this pubUcation I was’ greatly indebted for my account of the 
Ruffian difeoveries. 

To thefe works the accurate and indefatigable writer fucceffively added many other 
valuable performances on fimilar fubjeSs, foth in the German and Ruffian languages, 
which elucidate the hiftory and topography of this vaft empjre. 

• See Account of the Ruflian Difeoveries,between Afia and America. 

f The Emprefs purebafed his fine coUeAicin of books and manuferipts for 2,cocK This great patronefs 
of letters configned al(b to him the charge of arrasgiog and printing, at her expence, a collection of RuiLan 
Treaties, in the form of Dumont’s Corpt Diplomatique ; but the death of the ^'arned hiftorian prevented the 
completion. He died on the i6th of Oftober, 1783, in the feventy- eighth year of his age ; Catharine, a 
Aort time More his death, honoured Mr. Muller with the order of St. Vladimir, and hasteftified her tcfpcA 
CO 1^ memorv by ennobling his family. 

September 
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September 10. This day being facred to Alexander Nevflci, a faint highly revered 
by the Ruffians, and in whofe honour an order of knighthood was inftitured by Peter 
the Great, was kept with great folemnity. Service was performed in the principal 
churches of Mofcow with all the pageantry peculiar to the Greek religion, and the Go¬ 
vernor of the province gave a fplendid entertainment, to which the principal nobility 
and clergy were invited. 

Alexander Nevfld, a name more refpefhible than moft of the faints who fill the Ruf¬ 
fian calendar, was fon of the Great Duke Yaroflaf, and flouriffied in the beginning of 
the 13th century, at a period when his country was reduced to the utmoft extremity by 
a combination of formidable enemies. He repulfed an army of Swedes and Teutonic 
knights, and wounded the King of Sweden with his own hand on the bank of the 
Neva, from whence he obtained the appellation of Nevfki. He defeated the Tartars in 
feveral engagements, and delivered his country from a difgraceful tribute impofed by the 
fucceffors of Zinghis Khan. His life feems to have been almoft one continued fcene of 
aftion; and he performed fuch almoft incredible a^s of valour, as induced an ignorant 
and fuperftitious people to confider him as a fuperior being, and confecrate his memory. 
He died about the year 1262, at Gorodetz, neaf Niftmei Novogorod. The great fupe- 
riority of his charaAer was evinced, as well Iw viffcories which diftinguilhed the Ruffian 
arms during his life, as by the numerous defeats which immediately took place on his 
deceafe. 

The morning of this anniverfary was uihered in by the ringing of bells uncommonly 
loud} inceflant peals refounded in every quarter of the city, but more particularly in 
the Kremlin, which contains the principal churches and the largeft bells. At eleven 
we paid our refpefls to Prince Volkonlki, who, as governor of the province of Mofcow, 
had a levee: he wore the red ribbon of the order of St. Alexander, and received the 
compliments of the principal nobility and gentry. From the levee we repaired to the 
cathedral of St. Michael, and were prefent at high mafs, performed by the Arch- 
biffiop of Roftof. The church being filled with an immenfe concourfe of people, we 
could not, without the utmoft difficulty, penetrate to the bottom of the fteps leading to 
the fliHne, from which the biffiop occafionally came forth to addrefs the congregation. 
The confufion arifing from the croud, and the rapid fucceffionof various ceremonies, 
diftrafled our attention, and rendered us incapable of difcriminatmg the diffierent parts 
of the fervice. We could only obferve in general a great difplay of pomp and fplen- 
dour, and many ceremonies fimilar to thofe defcribed on a former occafion, with the 
addition of others appropriated to the greater feftivals of the Ruffian-church. 

At the conclufion of the fervice, which lafted two hours, we returned to Prince Vol- 
konfki's, where ninety p^ons were affi^bled at an entertainment given in honour of 
the day: when the Archbiffiop of Roftof entered the room, the Prince met idm at 
the door, and kifled his hand after the Prebte had made the fign of the crofs; 
he paid the fame mark of refped to two other biffiops, and the greater pait of the 
company fucceffively followed the Prince’s example. Being prefented to the Arch¬ 
biffiop, I held a long convjerlation with him in the latin tongue, which he fpoke with 
great fluency. He appeared to be fatfible, well .informed, and verfed in various branches 
of literature : he had perufed the wcnrks of fevefkl of our beft divines, cither originally 
written, or tranilated into Latin, smd mentioned their compofitions with much approba¬ 
tion. I troubled him with feveral queftions reladve to the fervice of the Ruffian church, 
which beanfwered with great readinefs and cQndefcenfion. The bible, he faid, is 
tranilated into Sclavonian, the liturgy is written in that language, which is the mother 

4 V a ■ tongue 
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tongue of the RuiTian, and therefQre the ftyle of the iacred writings, though fomewhat 
obfolete, is underftood without much diftitulty, even by the common people. 

The clergy, he informed me, are divided into fecular and regular priefts; the latter, 
from whom are chofen the dignitaries of the church, are not permitted to marry ; the 
feculars are the pariih priefts, and from a literal obfervation of St. Paul’s precept, “ the 
hufband of one wife,” are required, as a qualification for orders, to marry; and^ in the 
fpirit of the fame tenet, are after the death of their wives deemed unfit for the facred 
funffion. The difqualification arifing from widowhood may, indeed, be healed by the 
Bifhop’s difpenfation *, but a fecond majriage irrecoverably- divorces from the altar. 
The Archbifhop was politely continuing to acquaint me with many other circumftances 
peculiar to the ecclefiaftical eftablifliment, when the converfation was interrupted by a 
i’ummons to dinner. A final! table in the-comer of the withdrawing-room, according 
to the cuftom in this country, was previoufly covered with plates of caviare, red herring, 
bread, butter, and cheefe, and different forts of liqueurs^ to wliich the company helped 
themfelves before they adjourned to dinner. 

' About ninety perfons fat down to a fplendid entertainment. During the fecond 
courfe, a large glafs with a cover being brought to Prince Volkonlki, he flood up, de¬ 
livered the cover to the Archbifhop, who.fat next him, filled the glafs with champagne, 
and drank the Emprefs’s health, which was accompanied with a difeharge of cannon. 
The Archbifhop followed his example, and the glafs was in like manner circulated round 
the table. The healths of the Great Duke, of the Great Duchefs, and of their fon 
Prince Alexander, were then fucceflively toatted with the fame ceremonies; after which 
Count Panin arofe, and drinkmg a return of thanks to the mafter of the feaft, was joined 
by the whole company. When each toaft was named by the Prince, all the perfons at 
table rofc out of refped, and remained Handing while he drank. 

During our flay at Mofeow we frequently experienced the hofpitality of Count 
Alexey Orlof, who, in the laft war with the Porte, commanded the Ruffian fleet in the 
Archipelago, and burnt the Turkifli armament in the bay of Tchefrae, for wnich aflion 
he was honoured with the title of Tchefminfki. The cuftom of conferring an additional 
name for the performance of fignal fervices to the country, was in imitation of the Ro¬ 
mans, ufually praftifed by Conftantine and his fucceffors the Greek Emperors, who 
reigned at Oonftantinople. From that quarter it probably paffed to the Ruffians, who 
in the earlier times of their hiftory gave fmiilar appellations to fome of their illuftrious 
leaders. Thus the Great Duke Alexander was called Nevfki for his viCloi-y over the 
Swedes near the Neva, ahd Demetrius Ivanpvitch was denominated Donfki, for his con- 
quell of the Tartars upon the banks of the Don. This cuftom, which was long difeon - 
tinned, was revived by the prefenf Emprefs. Marihal Romanzof received the denomi¬ 
nation of Zadunailki, for his vidories fouth of t^e Danube; Prince Dolgorucki that of 
Crimfld for his fucceffes in the Crimea; and Count Orlof this of Tcheiminlki, for the 
naval vidory in the bay of Tchefme. 

The houfe of Count Orlof is fituate^ at the extremity of one of the fuburbs, upon an 
elevated fpot, commanding a fine vie,w of the vail city of Mofeow and the neighbouring 
country; many feparate buildings occupy a large trad of ground. The offices, ftables, 
manege, and other detached urudUres, are of brick;, the foundation and lower 
ftory of the dwelling-houfe are built with the fifme material; but the upper part is of 

f 

> * In general the fecular prirft, when a widower, is received into a nionaAery. 
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wood •, neatly painted of a green colour. We carried ^ letter of recommendation from 
Prince Staniflaus Poniatowlki, the King of Poland’s nephew, to the Count, who re¬ 
ceived us with great frahknefs. and detained us at dinner; he dcfired us to lay afide all 
form, adding, that he was a plain man, had a high elleem for the Engiilh nation, and 
ihould be happy to render us every fervice in his power during our Itay at Mofcow. 
We had the pleafure of dinmg feveral times with him, and always met with the moft 
polite reception. The Count feemed to live in the true ftyle of old Ruffian hofpitality, 
and kept an open fiablej abounding with a great variety Of Greel^ wines, which he 
brought from the Archipelago. One difli ferved on his plentiful board, was extremely 
delicious, and only inferior to our bed venifon; it was a quarter of an Adracan Iheep, 
remarkable for the quantity and flavour of the fat t» 

There was mufic during dinner, which generally made a part of the entertainment 
at the tables of the nobility. We obferved alfo another ufual indance of parade; nu¬ 
merous retainers and dependents were intermixed with the fervants, bu? feldom affid- 
ed in any menial office: they occafionally dood round their lord’s chair, and feemed 
greatly pleafed whenever they were didinguiffied by a ftod or a fmile. In this train 
was an Armenian, recently arrived from Mount Caucafus, who, agreeably to the cuf- 
tom of his country, inhabited a tent pitched in the garden, and covered with felt. His 
drefs confided of a long loofe robe tied with a falh, large breeches, and boots: his 
hair was cut, in the manner of the Tartars, in a circular form j his arms were a poign- 
ard, and a bow of buflalo’s horn drung with the flnews of the fame animal. Pie was 
extremely attached to his mader; and, when fird prefented, voluntarily took an oath 
of fealty, and fwore, in the true language of Eadern hyperbole, to attack all the 
Count’s enemies ; offering, as a proof of fincerity, to cut off his own ears; he alfo 
wiihed that all the ficknefs, which at any time threatened his mader, might be tranf- 
ferred to himfelf. He examined our clothes, and feemed delighted with pointing out 
the fuperiority of his own drefs in the article of convenience : he threw himfelf into 
different attitudes with uncommon agility, and defled us to follow his example: he 
danced a Calmuc dance, which confided in draining every mufcle, and writhing the 
body into various contortions without dirring from tne fpot: he beckoned us into the 
garden, took great pleafure in (hewing us his tent and his arms, and (hot feveral arrows 
to an extraordinary height. We were druck with the unartifleial chara&er of this 
Armenian, who feemed like a wild man jud beginning to be civilized. 

Count Orlof, who is fond of the manege, is edeemed to poffefs, though not the larged, 
jret the fined dud imRuffia, and he was fo obliging as to gratify our curiofity by conveys 
mg us to his country-houfe, at the didance of fifteen miles from Mofcow. He conveyed 
us in his own carriage drawn by fix horfes, hameffed with ropes, and placed two in 
front, and four a-bread in the hinder row; an empty coach with fix horfes, ranged 
two by two, followed for parade. He was attended by four huffars, and the Armenian 
accoutred with his bow and quiver, who continually (houted and waved his hand with 
the dronged expreffions of tranfport; he occafipnally galloped hi§ horfe clofe to the 

* Wooden faoufes are fay many aerfons in thie country fuppofed to be warmer and more wholefome than 
tfaofe of brick and ftonc, which is the reafon why feveral of the Ruffian nobility chufe that part of the houfe 
which they inhabit themfelves, to be coittlruAed with woed. 

f In the court-yard I obferved feveral fteep of this fpecies ranging about the ilahles, fo perfeftly tame 
that they fuffered ua to ftroke them. They are almoft as large as fallow deer, but with much ihorter legs: 
they have no boms, long flowing ears,, and inftead of tails, a urge bunch of fat, fometimea weighing thirty 
pounds. Mr. Pennant has given an engraving of thefe Ibeep in his Hittory of Quadrupeds, v^ich he has 
aocompanied with an accurate deferiptba. 


carriage. 



COXt’s TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 


590 


carriage, then fuddenly flopped and wheeled round to the right or left with great 
rapidity. 

In our route we paffed feveral large convents, furrounded, like many of the mo* 
nafteries in this country, with walls of brick, bearing the appearance of fmall fortreffes j 
we eroded the Mofkva twice, and entered a circular plain of luxuriant pafture, in the 
midll of which rifes an infulated hill, with the Count’s houfe on the top. This feat 
commands a beautiful view of a circular plain, watered by the Mofkva, and fkirted by 
gentle hills, whofe fides prelent a rich variety of wood, corn, and ffefture. 

The greater part of the ftud was grazing in the plain; it confifted of fine ftallions, 
and above fixty brood.mares, moft of which had foals. The colle£lion was gleaned 
from the moft diflant quarters of the globe; from Arabia, Turkey, Tartary, Perfia, 
and England. The Count obtained the Arabians during his expedition in the Archi¬ 
pelago, fome as prefents from Ali-Bey, others by purchafe or conqueft from the Turks: 
amongft thefehe chiefly prized four horfes (two of which we had noticed in the ma¬ 
nege at Mofeow), of the true Cochlean breed, fo much efteemed in Arabia, and feldotn 
feen out of their native country. 

The Count, after politely attending us to the ftud and about the grounds, regaled us 
with a moft elegant entertainment, at which his vivacity lent charms to his fplendour 
and hofpitality. On our return to Mofeow, we made a circuit to a fmall village fix 
miles from the capital, where a villa was evening for the Emprefs, called Tzaricino, 
confifting, befides the principal building, of eight or ten detached ftrudures in the 
Gothic tafte, which were prettily difperfed among the plantations. The fituation is 
romantic, a rifing ground backed with wood, and a large piece of water embracing the 
foot of the hill. 

I cannot forbear to mention in this place an a£t of almoft Eaftern magnificence, 
which this viflt afterwards occafioned. One morning in the enfuing winter, at Peterf- 
burgh, one of the fineft among the Arabian horfes, which Lord Herbert had greatly 
Admired, WM fent to him, accompanied with the following note: 

My Loro, 

** I obferved that this horfe pleafed you, and therefore defire your acceptance of 
him. I received him as a prefent from Ali*Bey. He is a true Arabian of the Coch¬ 
lean race, and in the late war was brought by the Ruffian Ihips from Arabia to me 
while I was in the Archij^lago. 1 wilh he may be as ferviceable to you as he has been 
to me ; and 1 remain, with efteem, your obedient fervant, 

“ Count Alexey Orlov Tchebminski.’* 


At the clofe of an entertainment, which tfie Count gave us at Mofeow, he intro¬ 
duced us to the fight of a Ruffian boxing-match, which is a &vourite diverfion among 
the common people. We repwred to the manege, where we found ibout three hun¬ 
dred peafants afiembled. They divided into two parties, each of which chofea chief,who 
called out the combatants,and pitted them againft each other: only a finglepairwas allow¬ 
ed to engage at thefame time. They, did not ftrip, and had op thick leathern gloveswith 
thumb pieces, but with no feparations for the fingers. From the ftiffnefsof the leather they 
could fcarcely double their fifts, and many of them ftruck open-handed. Their attitudes 
were different from thofe ufed by boxers in England: they advanced the left foot and 
fide, ftretched the left arm towards the adver&ry to repel his blows, and kept the right 
arm fwinging at fome diftance from the other. They generally ftruck in a circular di- 
redlion at the face and head, never attacked the breaft or fides, and feemed to have no 
notion of aiming a blow diredly forwards. When any combatant felled his antagonift 

6 he 
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he was declared viflor, and the conteft ceafedi During our (lay we witneffed about 
twenty fucceffive combats. Some of the men were of vaft ftrength ; but their mode of 
fighting prevented mifchicf: nor did we perceive any of thofe contufions and fraftures 
in which boxing-matches in England frequently terminate. Both parlies were highly 
interefted in favour of their refpeftive champions, and feeined at times inclined to en¬ 
ter the lifts in their funport; but the firft ajipearance of difpute, or growing heat, was 
checked by the Count, who aded as mediator: a kind word, or even a nod from him, 
inftantly compofed all differences. When he appeared defirous to put an end to the 
combats, they humbly requefted his permiflion to honour them with his prefence a 
little longer; upon his alfent they bowed their heads to the ground, and feemed as 
plcafed as if they had received the higheft favour. The Count is greatly beloved by 
his pcafants, and their {tern countenances melted into the moft aftedionate foftnefs at 
his approach. 

We made an agreeable excurfion to Mikaulka, the villa of Count Peter Panin, a 
Ruffian nobleman of the firft diftindion, who fignalized himfelf in the late war agaiuft: 
the Turks, by the capture of Bender, and more recently by the defeat of the rebel 
Pugatchef. The villa is fituated at the diftance of fix miles from Mofeow, in the midft 
of a large foreft. The Count originally purpofed to raife a grand edifice of brick, after 
a defign of his late wife; but on her death abandoned this projed, and contented him¬ 
felf with a comfortable wooden houfe at the extremity of his grounds, which he firft 
ereded only as a temporary habitation. His offices, ftables, coach-houfes, dog ken¬ 
nels, lodgings for huntfmen and other menial fervants, form two long rows of detached 
wooden buildings, all with uniform fronts neatly painted. The grounds are agreeably 
laid out in the ftyle of Englifh parks, with gentle flopes, fpacious lawns of the fineft ver¬ 
dure, fcattered plantations, and a large piece of water fringed with wood. 

We could not avoid feeling extif me fatisfadion at obferving that the Englifh ftyle of 
gardening had penetrated even into thefe diftant regions. The Englifh tafte, indeed, 
can difplay itfelf in this country to great advantage, where the parks are extenfive, and 
the verdure, during the fhort fummer, uncommonly beautiful. Moft of the Ruffian 
nobles have gardeners of our nation, and refign themfelves implicitly to their diredion. 
The Count, who is fond of country diverfions, had a pack of hounds chiefly of the Eng- 
lifii breed, confifting of an indiferiminate mixture of harriers, flag and fox-hounds, fe- 
leded without regard to fize or fpecies. With this fame pack he hunted wolves, deer, 
foxes, and hares. He poflefled likewife a fine breed of Ruffian greyhoui^ds, in high 
eftimation for their fwiftnefs; they are fhaggy and wire-haired, and fofhe are taller than 
the largeft breed of Newfoundland dogs. 

The Count entertained us with a moftjfumptuous dinner: we were particularly ftruck 
with the quantity and quality of the fruit in the defert: pines, peaches, apricots, grapes, 
pears, cherries, which can rarely in this country.be obtained without the affiftance of 
hot-houfes, were ferved in the greateft profufion *. There was a delicious fpecies of 
fmall melon, which was fent by land carriage from Aftracan to Mofeow, though at the 
diftance of a thoufand miles f. One inftance of elegance which diftinguifhed the defert, 
and had a pleating effed, muft not be omitted at the upper and lower end of the 

Since my deiwrtuK from Ruffia, horticulture has been confiderably improved. According to Ritcher, 
in hia Sketch of Mofeow, pines ate reared in great abundance in the hot-houfes about Mofeow, and may 
be pnrehafed for a rouble a piece. I am alfo informed, by an ingenious Dutch gentleman, lately arrived 
from Ruflia, that in the country houfe of Prince Gallitzin, he faw grapes nearly npe in the open air. 

f Thefe melons fometiracs coft five pounds a j^iece, and at other timet they may be purchafed in the 
markett of Mofeow for Icfs than half a crown a piece. 
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table were placed two china vafes containing cherry-trees in full leaf, and fruit hanging 
on the boughs, which was gathered by the-company. We obferved alfo in the defert 
a curious fpecies of apple, which is not uncommon in the rieighbourhood of Mofcow : 
it is fomewhat larger than a golden-pippen, of the colour and tranfparency of pale am¬ 
ber, and has an exquifite flavour; the RulSans call it Navlnich. The tree thrives in 
the open air without particular attention to culture, but degenerates in other countries; 
the flips and feed, planted in a foreign foil, have hitherto produced only a common fort 
of apple, but never the tranfparent fpecies. 

In returning from Mikaulka we pafled clofe to the villa of Count Razomouflu Het¬ 
man of the Ukraine, which had more the refemblance of a little town than a country 
houfe. It confifted of forty or fifty buildings of dilFerent fizes; fome of brick, others 
of wood ; fome painted, and others plain. The Count maintains his guard, a numerous 
train of retainers, and a large band of muficians. The Ruflian nobles difplay a great 
degree of grandeur and magnificence in their houfes, domeftics, and way of living. 
Their palaces at and near Mofcow are ftupendous piles of building, and I am informed 
that their manfions, at a diftance frem Mofcow and Peterfburg, are upon a flill grander 
fcale; where they refide as independent princes, like the feudal barons in early times, 
have their feparate courts of juftice, and go\'ern their vaflals with almoft unlimited 
fway. 

I did not expeft to find in this northern climate a kind of Vauxhall. It is fituated at 
the furtheft extremity of the fuburbs in a fequeftered fpot, which has more the appear¬ 
ance of the country than of a town. We entered by a covered way into the gardens, 
which were fplendidly illuminated. There was an elegant rotunda for a promenade, 
either in cefld or rainy weather, and feveral apartments for tea or fupper. The entrance 
money was four-fhillings. The proprietor is an Englifhman, whofe name is Mattocks. 
The encouragement he met with from the natives dn this occafion enabled him to en¬ 
gage in conflruding at a great expence, a brick theatre, and, as an indemnification, he 
obtained front the Empt:efs an exclufive patent for all plays and public mafquerades, 
during ten years from the time of its completion. 

The finefV view of Mofcow is from an eminence about four or five miles from the 
town, of which I have forgotten the Ruflian name, but its fignification in Englilh is 
Sparrow hill: upon this eminence were the ruins of a large palace built by Alexey Mi- 
chaelovitch. Upon our return we flopped at Vafilioflki, the villa of Prince Dolgo- 
rucki, whidh ftands upon the bro-w of the fame hill. Beneath the Mofkva, which is 
here broader than ufual, expands into a femicircle, at fome diftance; and the vaft city 
of Mofcow makes a fuperb and magnificent appearance: the houfe is a large woodeti 
building, to which we afeended by three terrains. The prefent pofleflbr is prince Uol - 
gorucki Crimlki, who diftinguifhed himfelf by his viflories over the Turks in the Cri¬ 
mea, and by the conqueft of that peninfula. The models of feveral fortrefles which he 
befieged and took, are placed in the gardens, among which I particularly remarked 
thofe of Yenikale, Xerfeh, and Precop. 

In traverfmg the apartments, the various reverfes of fortune which befell the firaily 
of Dolgorucki, occurred forcibly to,my recoUeftioa; efpecially when 1 furveyed the 
portrait of the Princefs Catharine Dolgorijcki, whofe adventures, fo pathetically deferibed 
by Mrs. Vigor *, afforded one of the mofl: affefting ftories in the annals of hijlory. 
That unfortunate Princefs, torn from the perfon fhe loved, whs betrothed again!! her 
anclination to the Emperor Peter II. On his deceafe fhe became a momentary fove- 


* Letters from Rfifllaby a Lady. 
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reign j but was almoll as inftantly hurried from the* palace to a dungeon,* where fhe 
Janguilhed during the whole reign of the Einprefs Anne. Being releafed upon the 
accsllion of Elizabeth, fhe married Count Bruce, and died without iffue. 


Chap. III.—-Number of Churches in Mofemu.—Their ouHvard BtruBure.—hterior Di • 

vifofis.—WorJhipfif painted Images,—I) feripion of an enormous Bell. — Principal, Build¬ 
ings in the Kremlin.—Ancient Palace.—Convent ofTfehudof—Nunnery ofViefnoviiJkoi. 

—Cathedral of St. Michael,—Tombs ctnd CharaBers of the Tzars,—Genealogical Tables 

of the Rufftan Sovereigns. 

THE places of divine worfliip at Mofeow are exceedingly numerous, and exclufive 
of chapels, there are four hundred and eighty-four* public churches, of which one 
hundred and ninety-nine are of brick, and the others of wood; the former are com« 
monly fluccoed or whitewafhed, the latter painted of a red colour. 

The moft antient churches are generally fquare buildings, with a cupola and four fmall 
domes t, fome of copper or iron built, others of iron tinned, either plain or painted green. 
Thefe cupolas and domes are for the moft part ornamented with croffes entwined with 
thin chains or wires ; each crofs has two tranfverfe bars J, the upper horizontal, the 
lower inclining, which, according to the opinion of many Ruffians, is fuppofed to be 
the form of the real crofs, and that our Saviour was nailed to it with his amis kt a ho* 
rizontal pofition, and one of the legs higher than the other. I frequently obferved a 
crefeent under the lower bar, the meaning of which no one could explain §. 

The infide of the church is moftly compofed of three parts j that called by the Greeks 
by the Ruffians Trapeza; the body 5 and the fanftuary or fhrine. 

In the body of the church are frequently four fquare and maffive piers, which fup- 
port the cupola: thefe piers, as well as the walls and cielings, are painted with nu¬ 
merous reprefentations of our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, and different faints. Many 
of the figures are enormoufly large, and executed in the rudeft manner, fome are 
daubed upon the bare walls) others upon large maffive plates of filver or brafs, or en- 
clofed in frames of thofe metals. The head of each figure is invariably decked with a 
glory, which is a maffive femicircle, refembling an horfe-fhoe, of brafs, filver, or gold, 
and fometimes compofed almoft entirely of pearls and precious ftones. Some of the 
favourite faints are adorned with filken drapery iaftened to the walls, and studded with 
jewels} fome are painted upon a gold ground, and others are wholly gilded but the 

face and hands. Towards the extremity of the body of the church is a flight of fteps 

• 

• According to Heym, in 17^3, Mofeow contained twenty-Uvo convents, nine cathedrals, and three 
hundred and twenty-fix churches. 

f The church of the Holy Trinity, fometimes called the Church of Jcrufalcm, which (lands in the Klii- 
taigorod, clofeto the gate leading into the Kremlin, has a kind of high Itecple and lyne or ten domes; ft was 
built in. the reign of Ivan Vaifilievitch II. An engraving of that, as well as fome of the more antient 
churches, may be fecn in Olean&s and X*e Bran's Travels. 

J I am here deferibing the moft antient churches.: the juodern croffes over thofe of St. Peterftmrgh are 
moiily (ingle. 

§ Dr. King ingeniouffy accounts for the crefeent. “ Some churches have a crefeent under the crofs } 
for when the Tartars, to whom Mufeovy was fubjeded two huifdred years, converted any of the .churches 
into mofques for the ufe of their own religion, they fixed the crefeent, the badge of Mahometanifm, lipon 
them; 'and when the Grand Duke Ivan-Bafilovitch had delivered his country irom the Tartar yoke, and 
redored thofe edifices to the Chtiftian worfliip, lie left the crefeent remaining, and planted a crofs upon it 
as a mark of its victory over its enemy," Kites and Ceremonies of the Greek Church, p. 23. 
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leading to the Ihrinfi; and between thefe fteps and the Ihrine is ufually a platform, upon 
which the officiating minifter ftands and performs part of the fervice. 

The fhrine or fanfluary is divided from the body of the church by the Inconojiast or 
fkreen, generally the part the inofl richly ornamented, and on which the moft holy pic¬ 
tures are painted or hung *. In its centre arc the folding, called the holy, royal, or 
beautiful doors, which lead to the fhrine, within which is the holy table, a Dr. King 
well deferibes it, “ with four fmall columns to fupport a canopy over it; from which a 
peri/lerion, or dove, is fufpended, as a fymbol of the Holy Ghoft j upon the holy table 
the crofs is always laid, and the Gofpel, and the pyxis, or box, in which a part of the 
confecrated elements is preferved, for vifiting the fick or other purpofes f.” 

. It is contrary to the tenets of the Greek rdigion to admit a carved image within the 
churches, in conformity to the prohibition of Scripture, ** Thou flialt not make to thy- 
felf a graven image,” &c. By not confidering the prohibition as extending to repre- 
fentations by painting, the Greek canonifts, while they follow the letter, depart from 
the fpirit of tne commandment, which pofitively forbids us to worfhip the likenefs of 
any thing under whatever form, or in whatever manner it may be delineated. 

Over the door of each church is the portrait of the patron faint, to which the com¬ 
mon people pay homage as they pafs, by taking off their hats, croffing themfelves, and 
occafionally touching the ground with their heads j a ceremony which I often faw them 
repeat nine or ten times in fucceilion. 

Before I clofe the general defeription of the Ruffian churches, I muft not forget their 
bells, which form, 1 may almofl fay, no inconfiderable part of divine worfliip •, as the 
length or fhortnefs of their peals afeertains the greater or leffer fanflity of the day. 
They are hung in belfreys detached from the church, and do not fwing like our bells, 
but are fixed immoveably to the beams, are rung by a rope tied to the clapper, and 
pulled fideways. Some of thefe bells are of a ftupendous fize: one in the belfrey of 
St. Ivan’s church weighs three thoufand five hundred and fifty-one Ruffian poods, or 
one hundred and twenty-feven thoufand eight hundred and thirty-fix Englifh pounds. 
It has always been efteemed a meritorious a£l of religion to prefent a church with bells, 
and the piety of the donor has been meafured by their magnitude. According to this 
mode of eftnnation, Boris Godunof, who gave a bell of two hundred and eighty-eight 
thoufand pounds to the cathedral of Mofeow, was the moft pious fovereign of Ruffia, 
until he was furpaffed by the Emprefs Anne, at whofe expence a bell was call, weigh¬ 
ing four hundred and thirty two thoufand pounds, which exceeds in bignefs every bell 
in the known world. The fize is fo enormous, that I could fcarcely have credited the 
account of its magnitude had I not myfelf afeertamed the dimenfions. The height is 
nineteen feet, circumference at the bottom fixty-three feet eleven inches, greatefl thick- 
nefs twenty-three inches J. The beam to which this vaft machine was fattened, being 
accidentally burnt, the bell fell down, and a fragment was broken off towards the 
bottom, which left an aperture large enough to admit two perfons abreatt without 
Hooping. " ' 

Our inn being clofe to the walls of Kremlin, I had frequent opportunities of examining 
the principal buildings. 

* “ On the north fide of the rojral doora the pidure of the Virgin » always placed, and that of Jefvs on 
the fonth; next to which is that of the fa<nt to whom the church is dedicated,; the fituation of the reft is 
indifferent. Candles or lamps are ufually fufpended before the iiftages of Jefus and the Virgin, and feveral 
others, and fometimes kept perpetually burning.’* Dr. King on the Greek church, p. 39.; to wUch book 
I would refer the reader. 

+ King on the Greek church, p. 26. 

t Mr. nanway, in his Travels, has given an accurate dettription and engraving of this bell. 
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The palace, inhabited by the antient Tzars, {lands at the exti-emity of the Kremlin. 
Part of this palace is old, and continues in the fame ftate in which it was built under 
Ivan VaflUievitch I. The remainder has been fucceflively added at different intervals 
without any plan^ and in various ftyles of architefture, which has produced a motley 
pile of building, remarkable for its incongruity. The top is thickly fet with numerous 
little gilded fpires and globes; and a large portion of the front is decorated with the 
arms of all the provinces which compofe the Ruffian empire. The apartments aie in 
general exceedingly fmall, excepting one fingle room, called the council-chamber, in 
which the antient Tzars ufed to give audience to foreign ambaffadors, and which has 
been repeatedly deferibed by feveral Englilh travellers, who vifited Mofeow btjfore the 
Imperial refidence was transferred to Peterfburgh. The room is large and vaulted, and 
has in the centre an enormous pillar of done, which fupports the cicling *, 

This palace, in whicTi the Tzars formerly held their courts in all the fplendour df 
Eaftern pomp, was once efteemed by the natives an edifice of unparalleled magnificence j 
fince the modern improvements in architefture, it is for furpaffed by the ordinary man- 
fions of the nobility, and by no means calculated even for the temporary refidence of 
the fovereign f- 

In this palace Peter the Great was bom in 1672; an event here mentioned, not only 
becaufe it is remarkable in the annals of this country, but becaufe the Ruffians them- 
felves were, till lately, unacquainted with the birth-place of their favourite hero. That 
honour was ufually aferibed to Golumna, which, on that fuppofition, has been pro¬ 
fanely ftyled the Bethlehem of Ruflla; but the judicious Muller has unqueftionably 
proved, that the Imperial palace of Mofeow was the place of Peter’s nativity +. I was 
greatly difappointed that we could not view that part of the palace called the treafury. 
The keeper being lately dead, the door was fealed up, and could not be opened until a 
fucceffor was appointed. Befide the crown, jewels, and royal robes, ufed at the coro¬ 
nation of the fovereign, this repofltory contains feveral cutiofities which relate to and 
iiluffrate the hiftory of this country. 

There are two convents in the Kremlin j one a nunnery, and the other a monaflery 
for men, called Tchudof. It is well known in the Ruffian hiilory as the place in which 
the Tzar Vaffili Shuiiki was confined (1610) after his depofition, and from whence he 
was conveyed into Poland, where he only exchanged one prifon for another ftill more 
difmal, and fell a vidim to his own difappointment and chagrin, as well as to the ill 
treatment of the Poles. We are naturally led to compaffionate the fatq of a depofed 
monarch, vlio dragged on a miferable exiffence amidff the horrors of perpetual im. 
prifonment; but the black ingratitude of Vaffili Shuiiki towards Demetrius, his fove¬ 
reign and benefaftor, almoff extinguiihes bur fenfe of his calamities. For even if the 
perfon who affumexi the name of Demetrius was an impoftor, Shuiiki, when condemned 
for high treafon to an ignominious death, was indebted to him for his pardon j an adl 
of clemency ill requited by the depofition and murder of his benefii&or §. 

The nunnery called Viefnovitikoi, was founded in 139^ byEudoxia, wueof the Great 
Duke Dmitri lvanovitch(Doniki, who was canon^ed and interred under the altar. The 
abbefs politely accompanied us over the convent, and points out every objed worthy 

* The roof of the audience chamber wa» arched and ftipported by a great pillar in the middle.” Lord 
Carlifle’i Embafiy, p. 1491 In the feaft which Alex 2 y Michaelovitch give to the Earl of Carlifle, this 
great pillar was adorned with a wonderful variety of gold and iilver veflels, p. 29a. 

t The Emperor Paul ordered this venerable feat of the Ruillait monarchs to be reftored and fitted up as 
a manfton for himfelf and fiimily. 

See Journ. St. Pet. f -See Qhap. 7. 
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of attention. She firft conduced us to the principal chapel^ which contains the tombs 
of feveral.Tzarinas and Princeffes of the Imperial family. The tombs refemble Hone 
coffins laid on the floor, and ranged in rows j fome were inclofed with brafs, and others 
with iron ballalirades, but the greater number had no diftindion of this fort. Each fe- 
pui’chre was covered with a pall of crimfon or black velvet, ornamented with an em¬ 
broidered crofs, and edged with a border of gold and filver lace; over thefe, on great 
feftivals, are laid other coverings of gold and filver tiffue, richly ftudded with pearls and 
precious ftones. The abbefs obligingly prefented me with a MS. 'Ruffian account of 
the Princeffes interred in the church. Having examined the repofitories of the dead, 
and furveyed the rich veftments of the priefts, and the figures of various faints painted 
on the walls, the abbefs invited us to her apartment. She led the way, and at the top 
of the flairs, as we entered the anti-chamber, flruck the floor two or three blows with 
her ivory-handled cane; when a chorus of twenty nuns received us with hymns, which 
they continued finging as long as we ftard } the melody was not unpleafing. In an ad¬ 
joining room tea was ferved to the company, and a table was plentifully fpread with 
pickled herrings, flices of fait fifh, cheefe, bread, butter, and calces; champagne and 
liqueurs were prefented by the abbefs herfelf. After partaking of thefe refrefhments, 
we attended the abbefs through the apartments of the nuns, many of whom were em¬ 
ployed in embroidering facerdotal habits for the Archbifliop of Mofeow, and then took 
our leave. 

The nuns wore a long robe of black fluff, black veils, black forehead-cloth, and 
black wrappers under the chin; the abbefs was diftinguiflied by a robe of black filk. 
Meat is prohibited, and the nuns live chiefly upon filh, eggs, and vegetables. In other 
refpefts the order is not rigid, and they are allowed to pay occafional vifits in the town. 

I have already had occafion to mention the great number of churches contained in 
this city. The Kremlin is not without its (hare; in a finall compafs I counted eight 
alraoft contiguous to each other. Two of thefe churches, St. Michael’s, and the Af- 
fumption of the Virgin Mary, are remarkable j the one being the place where the fove- 
reigns were formerly interred, and the other where they are crowned. Thefe edifices 
are both in the fame ftyle of architefture; and were probably ponftrudled by Solario of 
Milan, who built the walls of the Kremlin. Though the archite£l; was obliged to con¬ 
form his plan to the ftyle of ecclefiaftical buildings which prevailed in Ruffia; yet their 
exterior form is not inelegant, although it is an oblong %uare, and too high in propor¬ 
tion to the breadth. 

In the cathedral of St. Michael I viewed the tombs of the Ruffian fovereigns. The 
bodies are not, as with us, depofited in vaults, or beneath the pavement, but are en¬ 
tombed in raifed fepulchres, moftly of brick, in the fliape of a coffin, and about two feet 
in height. When I vifited the cathedral, the moft antient were covered with palls of red 
cloth, otha« of red velvet, and that of Peter II. with gold tiffue *, bordered with filver 
fringe and ermine. Each tomb has at its lower extremity a finall filver plate, bearing 
the name of the deceafed fovjsreign, with the asra of his death. 

From the time that Mofeow became the Imperial refidence to the clofe of the fix- 
teenth century, all the Tzars have beep interred in this cathedral; except Boris Godu- 
nof, whole remains are depofited in the convent of the Holy Trinityf; the Tzar, under 
the name of Demetrius J, who was deftroyed in a tumult, and Vaffili Shuilki, who died 
in captivity at Warfaw. ' 

* On peat fcllivals all the^^pulcbresare covered with rich palla of gold or lUver brocade, Attdded Wub 
pearls and jewels. 

f See Chap, 6, See Chap. 7. 
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The tomb of ivan Vaffilievitch I., juftly eftoemed the founder of Ruffian greatnels, 
claimed my principal attention. At his acceffion to the throne, in '462, Ruffia formed 
a colleftion of petty principalities, engaged in perpetual wars with each other, fome 
nominally fubjeft to the Great-duke ol Mofcow, and all, with that monarch himfelf, 
tributary to the Tartars*. Ivan, in the courfe of a long and profperous reign, gave 
a new afpefl to the Ruffian affairs: he annexed to bis dominions the duchies of I’ver 
and other neighbouring principalities, fubdued Novogorod, and, what was ftill more 
glorious and beneficial, he refcued this country from the Tartar yoke, and refufed the 
payment of the ignominious tribute exafted from his predeceffbrs. He had no fooner 
delivered Ruffia from this dependenccj than his alliance was courted by many Euro¬ 
pean fovereigns j and during his- reign Mofcow faw, for the firft time, ambafladors 
from the Emperor of Germany, the Pope, the Grand-fignor, the Kings of Poland and 
Denmark, and the Republic of Venice. 

The talents of this able Monarch were not confined to military atchievements:. Ruf- 
lia was indebted to him for the improvement of her commerce, and for opening a more 
ready communication with the European nations. Under his aufpices, the know¬ 
ledge of gunpowder and the art of calling cannon were firft brought into Rufiia by 
Arillotle of Bologna f. He employed the fame artift |, as well as' other foreigners, 
to recoin the Ruffian money, hitherto disfigured by Tartar inferiptions ; he engaged, at 
a vaft expence, Italian artifts to enclofe the Kremlins of Mofcow and Novogorod with 
walls of brick, and to ereft feveral churches and other public ftruftures with the fame 
materials §. For his various civil and military fervices he defervedly required the 
name of Great. Ivan is deferibed as a perfon of gigantic ftature, and ferocious afpecl. 
His manners and deportment, ftrongly infedled with the barbarifm of his age and coun¬ 
try, w'ere fomewhat foftened and poliflied by the example of his fecond wife Sophia j|, 
a Grecian Princefs of confummate beauty and winning addrelk, who to all the fofter 
graces of her fex added a manly fpirit; and who, while fhe infufed into her hufband 
a tafte for the arts of peace, animated him to thofe glorious enterprizes which tended 
to the aggrandizement of his country. 

Ivan the Great died in 1505, in the fixty-feventh year of his age; on each fide of 
his remains aredepofited thofe of his father Vafili Vaffilievitch, furaamed The Blind 

. I 

• The fervitude of the Great-duke will appear from a paffage in Cromer, the Polifli hlflorian. 
“ Whenever il\e Tartar ambafladors were fent to Mofcow, in order to collcft the accuftomed tribute, the 
Great-duke uf.il to meet them, and offer, as a mark of his refpeA, a enp of mare’s jipilk j’and if a drop 
chanced tu fall upon the mane of the horfc, on which the Tartar ambaflador was fitting, he would liimfeif 
lick it up. When they reached the hall of audience, the ambaffadors read the Khan’s letter, fcated upon 
a caipet of the cboiccfl furs, while the Great-duke with his nobles knelt, and lilleiied in refpeclfi:! rilence.” 
Cromer, 1 . xxi*. p. 647- t Bachmeifter’s Eflai fur la Bih.de Petetf. p. 28. } Poflevinus.. 

§ A vail effort in thofe barbarous times, and which deferves to be mentioned, becaufe at his acceflion 
to the throne almoft all the buildings of Mofcow were of wood. 

II Sophia was daughter of Thomas Palseologus, brother of Conftantine, the laft Grecian Emperor, 
who loft his life when Conftantinople was taken by the Turks in t4e_t. Soon after that event Sophia re- 
paired to Rome with her father,,where they lived under the proteflion of the Pope, whp is faid to have 
negociated her marriage with the Greot-dtike, and even to have beftowed her portion, in hopes of pro. 
curing, through her hiflncnce, great advantages to the Roman Catholic religion in Ruffia. But thefe 
liopcs were fruftrated 1 for Soplila, on her marriage in 1482, embraced the Greek religion. She cncois- 
raged her hufband in (baking off the Tartar yoke, and probably aflifted him in procuring the abkll arcliU 
tecls from Italy. See Herbeillein, in Rer. Mof. Comm, p 7, alfo Pan Jovii dc Leg. Mof.—Ibid. p. 123. 

tj[ He received the appellation of The Blind, becaufe his eyes had been put out by order of his uncle, 
who, having formerly depofed him, pfaAifed this cruel expedient to difqualify him from re-alcending the 
throne. He was afterwards, however, rcinftated in the fovereignty by the affeAion of his fubjeds. 

4t 
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and of his fon Vafili Ivanovirch, who.fucceeded him in the throne, and expired in 
» 5 ^ 3 * 

In a fmall chapel adjoining to thefe tombs is the fepulchre of Ivan Vaflilie- 
vitch II. •, fon and fucceflbr of Vaflili Ivanovitch. This Sovereign is branded 
by many writers with the name of tyranty and reprefented as the mod odious monfter 
that ever difgraced human nature. In delineating, however, his general charafter, 
they are fometimes guilty of falfchood f, and often of exaggeration ; and feera totally 
to forget many great qualities which he certainly poffefled. Ihough we fliould not 
give implicit credit to many idle reports of his favagenefs and inhumanity, yet it would 
be equally abfurd, and contrary to hiftorical evidence, to deny or attempt to apologifc 
for'many cruelties adually committed by this monarch, who, like Peter the Great, 
did not reckon clemency among the number of his virtues. 

But while we regard the ferocity of his temper with abhorrence, we cannot refufe the 
tribute of admiration to his political charafter. He raifed the fuperftrufture of the 
Iluffian grandeur, of which his grandfather laid the foundation. Inftead of a defultory 
militia, collefted in hafte, and always impatient to difband, he inftituted a Handing 
army; he aboliihed the ufe of the bow, hitherto the principal weapon among the Ruf¬ 
fians ; he trained them to fire-arms, and introduced a more regular difeipline. By 
means of this formidable body, he extended his dominions on all fides, conquered the 
kingdoms of Cafan and Aflracan, and rendered the Ruffian name refpeftable to the 
diflant powers of Europe. He gave to his fubjefts the firfl code of written laws; he 
invited foreign artifts § to Mofeow, introduced printing into Ruffia, promoted com¬ 
merce, and regulated the duties of export and import; he permitted EngUfh merchants 
to eftablifh faSories within his dominions, and, with a liberality not always pradlifed 
by more enlightened fovereigns, granted to them the free exercife of their religion: 
he had even formed the defign, which death alone prevented, of inftituiing various femi- 
naries for the cultivation of the Latin and German languages. 

Ivan Vaffilievitch II. died in 1584, in an agony of grief at the death of his eldeft 
fon Ivan, whofe remains are placed contiguous to thole of his father. Hiftorians have 
recorded, that this Prince received his death from the perfon to whom he was indebted 
for his life, by an unfortunate blow on the temple. The enemies of the Tzar imputed 
this melancholy cataftrophe to defign; while his apologilts ftrenuouily laboured to re- 


* Called, .by the Englifh writers, John Bafilovitz. 

f Thus fame writers aflert, that when he walked out, or made a progrefs through his own dominions, 
if he met any one whofe mien difpleafed him, he would command his head to be ftriick off, or do it htmr 
felf. Others as abfurdly relate, that he would order bears to be let loofe upon a crowd of people af- 
femblcd in the Hreets of Mofeow, and diverted himfelf with the cries and agonies of the perfons devoured 
by thofe ferocious animals. Olearius informs us, that Ivan wantonly commanded the eyes of the archi- 
teft, who built the church of the Holy Trinity at Mofeow, to be put out, that he might never conilruA 
any building of fuperior beauty. Thefe incredible tales confute themlelves; but the following charge we 
are able to contradi£l from our own hillory. Ivan is faid t<r have ordered the hat of the Engliih ambaf- 
fador. Sir Jerome Bofves, to be nailed to Ms head, becaufe he refnfed to uke it off in hi, prefence. 
This report was occafioned by the exaggerated account of a mifunderHamding between the Tzar and Sir 
Jerome Bowes, which is related in the ambaflador*s difpatches. Hackluyt’s CoUedlion of Voyages, vol. i. 
p. 460, &c. 

Inftanccs of which the reader will find in the 6th chap, of this book, and the ad of book iv. 
f Above three hundred artifts of all profeffions, namely, painters, fculptors, architeds, watch makers, 
bell-founders, miners, armourers, ftationers, mafont, Ste, already arrived kt Lnbec m their way to Mof. 
cow, hut were prevented from proceeding by the intrigues of the inhabitants of Lubec, and tlie natives 
.of Livonia. See Bachmeifter's Eifai far la Bib. Sic, p. 32, 
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prefent it as merely accidental. On weighing thefe difcordant accounts with impar 
tiality, it appears, that the blow was either cafual, or, if defigned to chaftife, not in' 
tended to be fatal. 

Feodor, the fecond fon and fucceffor of Ivan Vaflilievitch II., is interred in the fame 
chapel: a Prince of fuch weak intellefis and notorious incapacity, as to be a mere 
phantom of fovereignty, and entirely under the direftion of his brother-in-law Boris 
Godunof. Feodor ^fcended the throne in 1584, and expired in 1598: in him ended 
the male line of the fovereigns of the houfe of Ruric * j a family which governed 
Rullia for a period of feven centuries. 

Among the tombs in this church, the moft remarkable is that which contains the 
body of a child, fuppofed by the Ruffians to be the third fon of IvanVaffilievitch II. who 
is faid to have been affaffinated at Vglitz, in the ninth year of his age, by order of Bo¬ 
ris Godunof. This tomb, which is more diftinguiflied than thofe of the Ruffian fove- 
reigns, is of brafs, and highly ornamented. The child is claffed among the faints of 
the Ruffian calendar, and, according to the legends of the church, his body is faid to 
have performed miracles, and is believed by the credulous to remain uncorrupted. 
The top of the fepulchre is frequently uncovered j and, during divine fervice on the 
feftival of St. Alexander Nevfki, I obferved feveral Ruffians kiffing the infide with 
great marks of devotion. The hiftory of the affaffination at Vglitz, and the adventures 
of the real or pretended Demetrius, require a feparate narrative f. 

The fovereigns of the houfe of Romanof are interred in the body of the church: 
their tombs are placed on each fide between the raafly piers which fupport the 
roof. 

The firft of this illuftrious line is Michael Feodorovitch; whofe eleftion in 1613 put 
a final period to a long fcene of civil bloodihed, and reftored tranquillity to his diftrafted 
country. He owed his elevation to his high rank and princely defcent} but more 
particularly to the virtues, abilities, and popularity of his father Philaretes. Ladiflaus, 
Prince of Poland, having received a tender of the crown, from a body of Ruffian no¬ 
bles, affumed the title of Tzar, and eftablilhed a garrifon at Mofcow: foon afteiVards 
a powerful party, averfe to the government of a foreigner, expelled the Poles from 
the capital, and unanimoufly advanced Michael to the throne, though fcarcely feven- 
teen years of age. It is fingular, that he was raifed to this high fiation, not only with¬ 
out his knowledge, but even in repugnance to his own inclination. When the deputies 
from Mofcow arrived at Coftroma, where he refided with his mother, and • acquainted 
him with his eledion, Michael, recollefting the dreadful catafirophes ^ich had befal¬ 
len all the Tzars fince the demife of Feodor Ivanovitch, and refleding on the difirafted 
ftate of Ruffia, burft into tears, and declined a crown, which Teemed to entail deftruflion 
upon thofe who had ventured to wear it J. Overcome, however, by the importuni¬ 
ties of the deputies, and daxzled with the fplendour of royalty, Michael at length yield¬ 
ed to the vrifhes of his country, and repairing without delay to Mofcow, was crowned 
with the ufual folemnities. Though he mcehded the throne with reluctance, he 
filled it with dignity, and fdund a protection from thofe difalters which overwhelmed 
his immediate predeceffors, in his own difcretion, in the wife counfels of his father, 
and in the aifeCtion of his fubjeCts. Michael died in 1645, ^ter a profperous reign of 
twenty-three years.. 

* Unlefa Demetrius was the real fon of Ivan Vaflilievitch TI. t See Chapter 7; 

% See BuichiDg.’s Account of the £lc Aion of Michael. Hift. M. II. p. 405. 
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AlexiJy Michaelovitch his fon, whofe. allies are contiguous to his remains, is chiefly 
known by foreigners as the father of Peter theGreatj but he deferves likewife our atten¬ 
tion for liis own public virtues, and for many falutary inftitutions. He revifed, amend, 
ed, and new-modclled the code of laws compiled by Ivan Vaflilievitch , 11 .; he intro- 
duced a more regular difcipline into the army, and invited foreign officers into his 
fervice * ; he procured from Amfterdam fliip-builders, whom he employed in con- 
ftrufting vefl’els for the navigation of the Cafpian Sea ; in a word, he traced the great 
outlines of thofe regulations, which were afterwards improved and enlarged by the 
vali genius of his fon Peter the Great. Alexey deceafed in 1676, in the 32d year 
of his reign, and the i’orty-ninth of his age. 

Oppofite to the fepulchrc of Alexey are thofe of his fons Feodor and Ivan. Feodor, 
who lycceeded his father in the throne, is deferibed by Voltaire and others as a prince 
w ho pofletred a vigorous mind in a weak frame, and whofe adminiftration was dignified 
with many ufeful and glorious regulations. But incapacity, no lefs than ill-healih, 
dirqualified him from conducting the affairs of government; he refigned himfclfto 
the direction of his filler Sophia, and ail the beneficial a£ls of his adminiftration muft 
beaferibed her influence, and to the abilities of his prime minifter, the great Galitzin. 
Feodor, after a fliort reign of fix years, funk under the diforders which had long prey¬ 
ed upon his frame. 

Ivan, fccond brother of Feodor, was rightful heir of the throne; being debilitated 
by epileptic fits, both in body and mind i, was at fir.ft excluded from the fucceflion, 
as incapable of difeharging the funftions of government; but being afterwards rccog- 
nifed as joint-fovereign with his half-brother Peter the Great, he was confidered merely 
as a puppet, to fatisfy the multitude, and fecure to his adherents a fliare in the adminif¬ 
tration of aftairs. He was allowed to continue this ftate-pageant during the remainder 
of his life ; and his death, which happened in 1698, was fcarcely perceived by his fub- 
jefis, and not known to the reft of Europe, except by the omiflion of his name in the 
public ads. 

1 he fucceeding fovereigns are interred at Pctcrlburg, excepting Peter II., whofe 
allies repofe in this cathedral. This monarch, the fon of the unfortunate Tzarovitch 
Alexey, was born in 1715, fucceeded in 1727 Catharine I. and died in 1730 of the 
fmall-pox, on the day appointed for his marriage with Princefs Dolgorucki. His death 
wasoccafioned by the ignorance of the phyficians, who treated his diforder as a ma¬ 
lignant fever. He acquired great popularity by fixing, during the latter part of his 
Ihort reign, his imperial refidence at Mofeow. He was regretted as thegrandfon of Peter 
the Great, and as the prince in whom the male line of the houfe of Roraanof became 
extind. 

* Maycrberg fays, among the foreign officers in the ferrlccof Alexey Michaelovitch, were two generals, 
two field marihaU, more than a hundred colonels, majors, captains, lieutenants, and enilgns in pro¬ 
portion. « , 

f Schleiffing, who was at Mofeow durjng thp adminillration of Sophia, thus deferibes the perfon of 
Ivan. “ Ivan Alex^, the cldcft Tzar, is ill-formed by nature, infomuch that he can neither rightly 
fee, read, nor fpcak. He always wears a p/ece of green filk before his eyes, in order to prevent the up¬ 
per part of his face from being feen oh account of its deformity. But he is very pious and devout; and as, 
on account of his weak conftitution, he cannot bunt, or take any violent exercife, he is the morecouflant 
in his attendance at church, and never miiTcs a proceffion. He is Ihort in his perfon, very thin, and is 
now thirty years of age. 
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Chap. W.— Cathedral of the gumption of the Virgin Alar)/ in the Kremlin,—Tombs 
of the Ruffian Patriarchs.—Origin and Abolition of the patriarchal Dignity.—Account 
of the Patriarch Philaretesy Father of the Houfe of Romanof—Biograghical Anedotes 
of the Patriarch Nicon, 

THE cathedral of the Afliimption of the Virgin Mary, appropriated to the cotona- 
tion of the Ruffian fovereigns, alfo fituatedVn the Kremlin, is the moft maraificent 
temple in Mofcow. The fkreen is in many parts covered with plates of foRd filver 
and gold achly worked. From the centre of the roof hangs an enormous chandelier 
of maify filver, weighing two thoufand nine hundred and forty pounds i it was made 
in England, and prefented by Morofof, prime>mini(ler of Alexey Michaelovitch *. 
The facred veffels and epifcopal veflments are extremely rich; but the workmanihip 
is in general rude, and by no means equal to the materials. 

Many of the painted figures which cover the infide walls are of a colofiU fixe, and 
were executed fo early as the clofeof the fifteenth century. This church alfo contains 
a head of the Virgin, fuppofed to have been painted by St. Luke, and greatly cele- 
brated in this country for the power of working miracles. The face is almoft black; 
the head is ornamented with a glory of precious ftones, and the hands and body are 
gilded, which gives it a grotefque appearance. It is placed in the fkreen, and enclofed 
within a filver cafe, which is never removed but on great fefiivals, or to gratify the cu.< 
riofity of flrangers. This Madonna, according to the tradition of the church, was 
brought from Greece to Kiof, transferred from thence to Volodimir, and afterwards to 
Mofcow. It feems to have been a Grecian painting, and was probably anterior to the 
revival of the art in Italy f. 

In this cathedral are depofited the remains of the Ruffian patriarchs. 

The firfl was Job, before whofe time the primate of the Ruffian church was fuffrgan 
to the patriarch of Confiantinople. Job, being metropolitan archbifhop of Mofcow, 

* According to Storfch it was a prtfent fronv tlie Venetians to Boris GodunoF, and weighs two thou¬ 
fand eight hundred pounds. 

f 1 faw feveral reprefentations of the Virgin in the north of Italy fimilar to this painting: fom: 
were called the produAions of St. Luke, others of Cimabue, or his fchulars. The complexion in 
thefe wag likewife of a dufky hue. Probably the Grecian painters reprefented the Virgin of a dark 
complexion, which was copied by Cimabue and the carlieft Italian artifts, who^ received the art from 
the Greeks. Le Bruyn, fpeaking of this Madonna at Mofcow, fays, *' It is very gloomy and almoft 
black; but w’hetber this proceeds from the effedts of time, or the fmoke of tapers, or the fancy of the 
painter; certain it is, there is no great matter in it,” &c. Travels, vol. i. p. 70. An ingenious author, 
in a late publication, mentions in the monaftery of Monte Virgine, a coloffal portrait of the Virgin 
Mary, which pafles for the work of St. Luke the Evangelill, and adds. ** There are in Italy and elfe- 
where fome dozens of black ugly Madonnas, which all paft for the work of his hands, and as fuch are 
revered.” To which pailagc he fubjoius the following note, but without citing his authority: “The 
origin of this fable, or rather miilake. appears to be, that about the time that paintings of holy fubjedb 
came into fafltion, there lived at Conilaiitinople a painter called Luke, who, by many reprefentations of 
the Virgin, acquired « very tranfeendant reputation. He was a roan of exemplary life, and on account 
of his piety, and the edifying nfe he made of his talentf, was generally known by the name of the Holy 
Luke. In procefs of time, when the epocha and circumftancei of his life were forgotten by the vulgar, 
and his performances had acquire ! by age a fmoky, du&y caft, fufficient to per^ex the fiiort-figh|cd 
connoiflenrs of thofe days*, devotees aferibedhispiAuresto the Evangelift, who was pronounced a painter 
bccaufe they knew of no other faint of the name, and becaufe, if he had been a painter, no one could 
have had fuch opportunities of examini^ and delineating the features of the holy model.** Swinburne's 
Travels in the Two Sicilies, p. 123. For proof of the introduAion of painting into Ruflsa and Italy by 
the Greeks, fee.the Oefeription of the Cathedral of St. Sophia at Nevogorod. 

4 H 2 was. 
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was, in 1588, inftalled in this cathedral Patriarch of Ruflia, by Jeremias, Patriarch of 
Conflantitrople. The ceremony of tranflating the fee from the capital of Turkey to 
this city is thus defcribed by an author who was himfelf prefent 

“ On the 25th of January, 1588, the Greek Patriarch, accompanied with the Ruffe 
cleatgi, went to the great church of. Prechefte, or our Ludie, within the Emperour’s 
caftle, where he made an oration, and delivered his refignation in an inilrument of writ¬ 
ing, and fo laid down his patriarchal ftaffe; w'hich was prefently received by the metro- 
polite of Moiko, and divers other ceremonies ulad about the inaugration of the new 
patriarch.’* ^ 

The moft venerable of Job’s fucceffors in the patriarchal fee was Pliilaretcs, who, 
though no fovereign himfelf, is celebrated as the founder of that line of Rufiian mo- 
narths, diftinguiflied by the name of the houfe of Romanof f. His fccular name was 
Feodor, and he drew his lineage from Andrew, a Pruffian prince, who came into Ruflia 
about the middle of the fourteenth century, and whofe immediate defeendants enjoyed 
the higheft offices under the fovereigns of this country. Feodor was fon of Nikita Ro- 
manovitch, great grandfon of Andrew, and brother of Anaftafia, firft wife of Ivan Vaf- 
filievitch II. When Boris Godunof was elevated to the throne, the high birth, great 
abilities, and popularity of Feodor Romanof, rendered him fo obnoxious to the new 
monarch, that he was compelled to affume the priefthood, and confined in a monaflery, 
on which occafion he, according to the Ruffian cuflom, changed his'^name to Philaretes. 

On the acceflion of the fovereign whom the Ruffians call the Falfe Demetrius, Phila- 
reteswas releafed from confinement, and appointed to the archbifliopric of Roftof. Soon 
after the depofition of Vaffili Shuifki, a ftrong party among the nobles having agreed to 
eleft Ladiflaus, fon of Sigifmond III. King of Poland, Tzar of Ruflia; Philaretes was 
difpatcbed at the head of an embaffy, to fettle the conditions of his fon’s eleflion. He 
found the Poliih monarch engaged in the fiegeof Sinolenfko; and when the King de¬ 
manded the immediate ceflion of that town, Philaretes replied, “ When your fon has 
afeended our threme, he will poffefs not only Smolenfko, but all Ruflia, and it ill becomes 
you to difmember his territories.” Sigifmond, exafperated at this fpirited reply, and ftill 
farther inflamed by the reraonftrances of the Ambaffadors againft his condutl: towards 
Ruflia, arreft^d and threw them into prifon. IPhilaretes languifhed nine years in the 
caftle of Marienburgh J, in Pruffia, under a rigorous confinement. 

His abfence, however, did notdiminifti the veneration which the Ruffians entertained 
for his charaffter: the whole nation unaniraoufly conferred the crown on his fon 
Michael, a youth only in the feventeenih year of his age; in hop;.s that a pe^e with 
Poland would reftore Philaretes to his country, and render liim the direftor of that 
power with which they invefted his fon. This expedation was gratified at the truce of 
Develina, concluded in 16-19, between Ruffia and Poland, which gave Philaretes to the 
wifhes of the people. On his arrival at Mofeow he was confecrated patriarch, and became 

* Fletcher'* Ruflia, chap. 21. Thi* author odda, that Jeremias, whom he calls Hieronimo, had been 
either baniihed from Cqpflantinople by the Turks, or depofed by the Gr^ek clergy ; that he c^me 10 
Mofeow without any invitation from the Ruflians, to obtain money from Feodor Ivanovitch, and with this 
view propofed the tnnflation of the patriarchal fee from Conflantinople to Mofeow. Others deny that he 
was either draoDed or baniihed, and relate, thnt the Tzar having formally demanded the confent of the four 
Patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, Conftantinople, and Jerufalem, to the eflabiiihment'of a new Patriarch 
in Ruflia, they acceded to the requeft, and folemnly deputed Jeremias to MofeoW, who invefted the'raetro- 
pulitan Job with the new dignity. King on the Greek Church, p. 496. 

f In confequence of a cuftom prevalent among the Rufltans to adopt the appellation of the grandfather 
for a family nime, the new royal line was called Rooiaaof, in honour of Roman, Feodor’s grandfather. 

:{: Bnfching. HUl. Mag. v. ii. p. 403. 

the 
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the real, though not the oftenfible fovereign of his country, as his fon held the reins 6f 
government under his direftion. He was inverted with the adminiftration of affairs; 
his name was frequently aflbciated in the public afts with that of the Tzar; he gave 
audience to rtnibafladors, and on many public occafions was permitted to take prece¬ 
dence of his fon *. His experience, moderation, and abilities, rendered him worthy of 
thefe high honours and unbounded authority ; and the profperity of Michael’s reign 
proclaimed the wifdom of his fage monitor. Philaretes died in 1633, in an advanced 
age, regretted by his fon and the whole kingdom. 

The laft of thefe patriarchs was Adrian, at whofe demife, in 1699, Peter the Great 
refufed to nominate a fucceflbr; and in 1721 the patriarchal dignity was formally 
abolifhed. . 

In a former chapter I obferved, that there are no feats in the Ruffian churches, the 
ceremonial of the Greek worfhip requiring all perfons to ftand during the performance 
of divine fervice. In this cathedral I obferved two elevated places near the Ikreen, en- 
clofed with rails without feats: one is appropriated to the fovereign; the other was 
formerly deftined for the patriarch, whofe ftate and grandeur were not inferior to thofe 
of the I'zar himfelf. Upon fome public occafion the Archbifhop of Novogorod, who 
afpired to have the patriarchal dignity revived in his perfon, pointing Jo the place for¬ 
merly occupied by the patriarch, remarked to Peter, ** Sire, that ftrufture is now ufe- 
lefs, will not Your Majefty order it to be removed ?” Peter was filent; but the Arch- 
bifliop repeating the queltion, replied, “ That place ihall not be removed, nor ffiall you 
fill it t.” 

The Ruffians reckon eleven patriarchs from the firft eftabliffiment of the dignity in 
the prfon of Job, to its final abolition after the death of Adrian. Of thc/e the greateft 
and molt confpicuous was the celebrated Nicon; whom, as he is the only patriarch not 
interred in this cathedral, I could not mention on contemplating their tombs. It is 
hoped that no apology is neceflary for the account of a prelate, whom fome Ruffians ftill 
abhor asAntichrift, and others adore as a faint; and whofe extraordinary charafter has 
never been faithfully reprefented to the Englirti reader. 

Nicon was born in 1613, in a vihage of the government of Niflmei Novogorod, of 
obfeure parents. He received, at the bdliptifnial font, the name of Nikita, which, when 
be became monk, he changed to Nicon. He was educated in the convent of St. Maca¬ 
rius, under the care of a monk. From the courfe of his ftudies, which were almoft 
iolcly directed to the Holy Scriptures, and the exhortations of his preceptor., he imbibed, 
at a very early period, the ftrongeft . attachment to a monaftic life, J^d \v;is only pre¬ 
vented from following his inclination by the authority of his father. ' In conformity, 
how'ever, to the willies of his family, ha entered into matrimony ; and as tliat (fate pre¬ 
cluded him from being admitted into a convent, he was ordained a fecular priert. 

With his w'ife hepaffed ten years; firft as a parifh prieft in fome country village, and 
afterwards at Mollcow in the fame capacity; but lofing three children, whom he tenderly 
loved, his difguft for the world and his propenfity to folitude returned with redoubled 
violence j and, having peitfuaded his wife to take the veil, he entered into the monaftic 
order. He chofe for his own retreat a fmall ifl^d of the White-Sea, inhabited only by 
a few perfons, who formed a kind of ecclefiaftical eftabliffiment, as remarkable for the 
aufterity of the rules as for the folitudfriof the fituation : twelve monks occupied fepa- 
rate cells, equally diftant from eaqh other | and from the church which ftood in the 

• Schmid. Ruff. Gef. v. ii. p. jj. — Bnfching. Hift. Mag. v. vii. p. 529. — Okaiiita. 
f From Prince Volkoniki. ;{: Two veriU, or a mile and a half. 
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•entre of the ifland. Thefe lonely anchorites affembled regularly on Saturday evening 
In the churchy where they allifled in the performance of divine fervice during the whole 
nighty and the next day until noooy and then retired to their refpeftive habitations. This 
pradice was repeated on certain feitivals ; at other times each reclufe occupied his cell 
undillurbed by mutual intercourfe. Their food was bread, and hlh which they caught 
themfelvesy or procured from the contiguous continent. Such was the fituation to which 
Nicon retiredy as congenial to the gloomy hate of his own mind ; where, brooding in 
folitude upon the uncertainty of human iifey he was unhappily led'to confider the moft 
debafing aufterities as acceptable to the Supreme Being, and contra^ed that cloiftered 
pride, which gave an alloy to his virtues, and proved the greatefl: defeat in his charadier, 
.when raifed to an exalted dation. 

After a ihort refidence in this ifland, Nicon accompanied the chief of the ecclefiaftical 
eftablilhment to Mofeow, to raife a colledion for building a sew church. He was 
fcarcely returned from this expedition, when, at the inftigation of the chief, whom he 
had offended during the journey, he was compelled by the other monks to retire from 
the ifland. He embarked in an open boat, with only a Angle perfon, in a high fea: 
bring overtaken by a violent ftorm, he was toffed about in continual danger of perifhing; 
but was at length driven upon an ifland near the mouth of the Onega. 

From this immd he repaired to a monaflery of the contiguous continent; and was ad¬ 
mitted into the fodety; but inftead of inhabiting an apartment in the convent, he con- 
ftruded a feparate cell on an adjacent ifland; where he lived upon the fifli which he 
caught with his own hands, and never vifited the monaflery but during the time of di¬ 
vine fervice. In confequence of this reclufe and rigid way of life he was held in high 
efleem by the brethren, and on the death of the fuperior was unanimoufly raifed to the 
vacant dimity. He continued in this (»padty three years, when, bring drawn by fome 
family affairs to Mofeow, he was cafually prefented to the Tzar Alexey Michaelovitch, 
who, captivated with his various talents and extenfive learoing, detained him at Mofeow, 
under his immediate protedion. Within lefs than flve years he was fuccefiively created 
Archimandrite or Abbot of the Novofpatikoi convent, Archbifliop of Novogorod, and 
Patriarch of Ruflia. He deferved thefe rapid promotions by a rare affemblage of ex¬ 
traordinary qualities, which even his enemies'allowed him to poffefs; undaunted cou¬ 
rage, irreproachable morals, exalted charity, comprehenlive learning, and commanding 
eloquence. 

While Arphbifliop of Novogorod, to which dignity he was raifed in 1649, 8^^® * 

memorable inflance of Hrmneis and diferetion. > During a tumult, the Imperial gover¬ 
nor, Prince Feodor Kilkof, took refuge in the aixhiepifcopal palace againft the fury of 
the infurgents, who, burfling open the gates, threatened inflant pillage if the governor 
was not delivered to them without delay. ]!^con, inflead of acceding to their demand, 
boldly advanced into the midft of them, and exhorted them to peace. The populace, 
inflamed to madnefs by the prelate’s appearance, transferred their rage from the gover¬ 
nor to him; they affaulted him with ftsnes, dragged him by the hair, and offered every 
^^^cies of violence and indignity to bis peribn. Bring conveyed to the palace in a ftate 
,ij‘J/p;^enfibility, he was recovered by injmediate affiftance; but, regardlefs of the immi- 
wai eithei’nger from which he had jull efcaped, he perfifted in his refolution, either to ap- 
P»triarchi oi tumult, or perifti in the attempt. With this defign, as if devoting himfelf to 
volhan Job witii’’ confeffed and received the facrament, and repaired to the town-houfe, 
** f I»confequenFS®nts Were affembled. He confounded them by his prefence, foftened 
for a family n»me, thcance by a firm, but pathetic addrel's, and perfuading them to difperfe, 
% Bafclung. Hill. b.ftantly reftored. This calm, however, was of no long duration : the 

6 fedition, 
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feditlon, allayed by the fpirit and eloquence of Nicon, ivas again fomented by the ring¬ 
leaders of the tumult, and broke into open rebellion; many of the inhabitants renounced 
their allegiance to the Tzar, and propofed to deliver the town into the hands of the 
King of Poland. The Prelate, however, undaunted by this change in their fentiinents, 
continued his efforts to bring them back to their duty ; hisremonftrances and exhorta¬ 
tions gradually prevailed; many flocked to hispalace, defiring his interceliion with their 
enraged fovereign; and though the remainder of the infurgents blocked up the avenues 
of the town, yet he Contrived, at the peril of his life, to fend information to the Tzar. 
Being armed, by a commillion from Mofcow, with full powers, he, by a vigorous exer¬ 
tion of authority, but without the effufion of blood, finally quelled the rebellion. To 
him was committed the trial of the rebels, and the difpofal of life and death j an office 
which he executed with as much judgment as lenity. The leader of the fedition was 
alone punifhed with death ; ten of his moft mutinous adherents were knooted and ba- 
nifhed, and a few were condemned to a fhort imprifonment. Nicon nobly forgave the 
outrage committed againft his own perfon; and in chaftizing the public offence tempered 
the feverity of juflice with the feelings of humanity. 

He gained the refped of the inhabitants by the unwearied affiduity with which he 
performed the fun£iions of his archiepifcopal office, and conciliated their affeftion by 
a£ts of unbounded charity. He built and endowed alms-houfes for widows, old men, 
and orphans; was the great patron of the indigent, the zealous proteftor of the lower 
clafs of men againfl the oppreflions of the great, and during a dreadful famine, appro- 
priated the revenues of his fee to the general relief of the poor. 

Nicon was no lefs confpicuous in the vigilant difcharge of his patriarchal oflice, to 
which he was appointed in 1653, only in the thirty-ninth year of his age. He infUtuted 
feminaries for the inllruflion of prielts in tlie Greek and Latin languages, and enriched 
the patriarchal library with rare eccleflaflical and claflical manufcripts, drawn from a con¬ 
vent at Mount Athos. By a diligent revifal of the Holy Scriptures, and a collation of 
the various editions of the Old and New Teftament, perceiving many errors in the 
printed copies of the Kble and Liturgy ufed for divine fervice, he prevailed upon the 
Tzar to fummon a general council of the Greek church at Mofcow, in which he pre- 
lided. By his arguments, authority, and influence, it was determined that the moll: 
antient Sclavonian verfion of the Bible, was exaft, and that the errors with which the 
latter copies abounded Ihould be correded. He infpefled and fuperintended the print¬ 
ing of a new edition of the Sclavonian Bible, which was become extremely rare. He 
removed from the churches the pictures of dcceafed perfons, to which many of the 
Ruflians offered a blind adoration; he abolilhed a few ceremonies which had been 
carried to a fuperftitions excefs; in a w>ord, his labours tended more to th6 refor¬ 
mation of the church, than the united efforts of all his predeceflfoi*s in the patriarchal 
chair. 

Nor was he folely diftinguilhed in his profeflional charafler; but proved himfelf 
no lei's qualified in a civil capacity. Although his lludies were hkherto confined to 
ecclefiaftical fubiefls, and the reclufenefs of his former life feemed to impede the attain¬ 
ment of political knowledge; yet he was no foonpr called to a public Ration, than his 
abilities expanded in pioportion as the objefls which they embraced became more nu¬ 
merous and important: his fagacity, ftarpened by continual application,Toon rendered 
him mafter of the moft Tintricate aft'airs, taught him to diferiminate the moft oppofite 
interefts, and to adopt that dccifive line of conduct which marks the great and enlightened 
ftateftnan. Being confttited by the Tzar on all occafions, he foon became the foul of 
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his councils*, and gained the afccndancy in the cabinet by the vaft fuperiority of his 
gehius, ever fertile in expedients, and zealous to recommend the moft fpirited meafures. 

Having thus attained the higheft fiiinmit of human grandeur to which a fubjcft can 
arrive, he fell a vidfim to popular difcontents, and to the cabals of a court. His fall, 
no lei’s fudden than his rife, may be traced from the following caufes ; The removal of 
the painted images from the churches difgulled a large party among the Ruffians, fuper- 
llitioufly addifted to the adoration of their ancellors ; the corre^ion of the errors in 
the Liturgy and Bible, the abolition of fome ceremonies, and the admiffion of a few 
others, (introduced perhaps with too much hade, and without due deference to the pre¬ 
judices of his countrymen,) occafioned a fchifm in the church; raanyperfons averfe to 
all innovations, and adhering to the old tenets and ceremonies, formed a confiderable 
fetl uiider the appellation of Old Believers, and, rifing in feveral parts, created much 
dilturbance to the date, circuindances naturally imputed to Nicon by his enemies. He 
excited the hatred of an ignorant and indolent clergy by the appointment of Greek and 
Latin feminaries ; he raifed the envy and jealoufy of the prime-minider and courtiers by 
his predominance in the cabinet, and by the haughtinefs of his deportment, offended 
the Tzarina and her father, who were implacable in their refentment. 

All thei'e parties uniting in one great combination, Nicon hadened his fall by a fu- 
percilious demeanour, which occafionally bordered upon arrogance; by truding folely 
for his fupport to the re£litude of his conduft and the fevour of hiS fovereign, and by 
difdaining to guard againd what he cotjUdered as the petty intrigues of a court. 

The only circumdance which I'eemed wanting to complete his difgrace was the lofs of 
Alexcy*s protedion; and this was at length.effeded by the gradual but fecret infmua- 
tions of the Tzarina and her party; who finally availed- themfelves of an unfuqcefsful 
war with Poland, of which the Patriarch is faid to have been the principal advifer. Ni¬ 
con, finding himlielf excluded from the prefence of a fovereign accudomed to confult 
him on every’emergency, and difdaining to hold the highed office in the kingdom, 
when he had lod the confidence of his mader, adonilhed the public by a voluntary ab¬ 
dication of his patriarchal dignity. This meafure, cenfured by^nany as hady and im¬ 
prudent, and highly expredive of that pride which drongly marked his charafter, mud 
yet be edeemed manly and refolute, which even thofe who condemn cannot but admire. 
It may alfo admit of great palliation, if we confider that the popular odium was rifing 
againd him; that a powerful party had fecretly effefked his difgratfe, and that, as he 
forefaw his .fall, he preferred a voluntary abdicafion of his dignity to a forcible depo- 
fition; chufing to refign with fpirit what he could not retain without meannefst. 

This abdication took place on the loth of July, O. S. 1658, and he quitted his exalted 
dation with the fame greatnefs of foul with which he had afeended it. He was per¬ 
mitted to retain the title of patriarch, while the funftions of his office were performed 
by the Archbifliop of Novogorod. He chofe for the place of his refidence the convent 

* Tlie inHuenpe wlijph Nicon, from the fuperiority of his genius, obtained in the Tzar’s councils, per- 
liaus induced Voltaire, in his erroneous account of this Patriarch, to declare, that be “ voulut clever fa chaire 
au-dtiTus du trdne; non feulemcnt il ulurpait le druit de s’afleoir dad's 1e fenat a c6tc du czar, mais il 
preteudait, qu’on ne pouvait faire ni la gtierrt^ni h paix fans fon confentement.” &c Hitt, de Pierre le 
Grand, p. 74. From Voltaire, the compiler of the article of Ruflia, in the Univerfal Hiftery, has adopted 
this idle aflertion, v. 38. p. 140. 

f 'Phis is the opinion of Mayerburg, tvho came to Mofeow iix yearaafter his abdication: after enumerat¬ 
ing the caufes of his fall, he adds, “ Propter quae oinuia tmnihut ntofm et ad exilium emmunibut mtit expe- 
titus patrociiiium nullum invenerit in favore Alexii, cujus animum fenftm abalienaveraiht jadUs in fongum 
odiis uxor et focer iili ob privatas caufas infenfi,” p. 87. 
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of Jerufalem> built and endowed by himfelf. On his arrival he le-alTumed his reclufc 
way of life, and pra£tifed the moil rigid mortifications. The hern itage he inhabited is 
thus deferibed by an author *, who vifited the fpot in the beginning of this century : 

A winding flair-cafe, fo narrow that one man could hardly pafs, leads to the little 
chapel of about a fathom in the fquare, in whic'h the Patnarch ufed to perform his foil, 
lary worlhip. The room in which he lived was not much larger; in it hung a broad 
iron plate, with a crofs of brafs fixed to a heavy chain, weighing altove twenty pounds, 
all which the faid JE*atriarch wore about his neck for twenty years together. His bed 
was a fquare ftone two ells Ih length, and fcarcely one in breadth, over whicti was fpread 
nothing but a cover of ruihes. l^low in the houfe was a fmall chimney, in which the 
Patriarch ufed to drefs his own victuals.** 

Nicon, however, did not wafte his whole time in the performance of ufelefs aufteri- 
ties; but employed himfelf in compiling a regular feries of Ruffian annalifts from Net 
tor, the earlieft hifiorian of this country, to the reign of Alexey Michaelovitch, He 
purAied this plan with his accuilomed zeal. After comparing and collating numerous 
manuferipts, he digefted the whole colle^dn in chtbnoiogical order into a work, which 
is called fbmetimes, from its author, the Chronical of Kicon, and fometimes from the 
place where it was begun and depofited, the Chronicle of the Convent*of Jerufiilem. 
1 his compilation, the labour of twepty years, is JulUy efieemied, by the bell Ruffian 
hifiorians, a work of the greatefi; autho|jty ; add was coafidered, by the venerable au¬ 
thor, of fuch importance to the hiftory of bis country, that, ki the true fpirit of enthu- 
fiaim, he begins the performance by anathenuuisdng aU thofe who ihould attempt to 
alter the minutefi expreffion. 

The innocent manner in which hepafled his time could notproted him from theper- 
fecutions of his enemies, who were apprehenfive that while he retained the name of 
Patriarch, he might be reinftated in bis former dignity. Repeated complaints were 
urged againft him; every difiurbance, occafioned by the dd believers, was made a 
matter of ferious accuiation; not only his former opndud was arraigned, but new crimes 
were invented to render him ftill more obnoxious.* Hd was accofM of diireQiedful ex- 
preffions relating to the Tzar, in a letter to the Patriarch of Conftandnople, of holffing 
a treafonable correfpondente, and receivin^P brib^ from the King of Po^d. 

The Tzar, continually befet by the Patiwch*a enemies, was prevritod on to proceed 
to the mod violent extremeries. He convene^, ip a general councSi of the Greek 

and Ruffian clergy at Mofeow, who, after a fiiort delibc^iod, fornkElly depofed Nicon 
fi-om the patriarchal dbe, and bam'fiied him to a Convent. ’Dte'pmnctpal caufe 
affigned for this depofidoit was, that Nicon, having by a voluntary abffication meanly 
deferted his flock, was unworthy to fill the patriarchal chair. ’ This fudle allegation is a 
fufficient proof that the other crimes were maHcioufly drcolated to prejudice the Tzar, 
and to influence the judges. In conformity to his iGmtence, Nkon was degraded to the 
condition of a common mOidc, and imprifoned in the convent of Therapom, in the go¬ 
vernment Of Biebzero. Hs confinement was for fome time extremely rigorous; be- 
caufe, confidous of his own infogiky, he pacified in a denial of guilt, and refofed to ac¬ 
cept a pardon for crimes he bad never committed. Upon the d»th AbxCy, in idyd, 
Feodor, probably at rite inftigation of his prithp mimfter, FrinM Galitzin, dhe patron 
and friend of genhu, permitted Nicon to remove to the convent oi St. CjiH, where he 
enjoyed perfem lifihrty^ 


* PtiTjr’s State of Ruflia. vol. i. p. 140. 
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Nicon furvived his dej>ofuion fifteen years. In 1 63 1 he obtained permiflion to return 
to the convent of .Terufalem, thafhe might end his'days in that favourite fpot, but ex¬ 
pired upon the road near Yaroflaf, in the 66th year of Ijis age. His remains were tranf- 
ported to the convent of Jerufaleni, and buried with all the ceremonies which arc ufual 
at the interment of Patriarchs *. 


Ch.'IP, Arcjyivcs.—EngHjh Stale-papers*'—■Commencement of the Connexion 

between the Courts of London and Mofcow.'—Correfpondence between dueen Elizabeth 
and the Tzar Ivan VaJftUevitch IL—His Demand of the Lady Anne Hajiings in niarriage* 
—Account of that Negotiation.—Other Difpatches.—Rife of the Title ofTzar.—Nego~ 
tiation beiwen Peter the Great and the European Courts relative to the Title of Emperor. 
Univerfiiy.—Syllabus of the Le^ures, -^Matthads Catalogtie of the Greek Manuferipts in 
the Library of the Holy Synod.—Hymn to Ceres attributed to Homer. 

MR. MULLER obligingly accompanied us to the place in the Khitaigorod, where the 
public archives are depolited ; it is a flrong brick building, containing feveral vaulted 
apartments wkh iron floors. Thefe archives, confining of numerous ftate-papers, were 
crowded into boxes, and thrown afide like common lumber; until the prefent Emprefs, 
ordered them to be revifed and arranged. In conformity to this mandate, Mr. Muller 
has difpofed them in chronological order, and any Angle document may be infpefled 
with little troubte. They are enclofed in feparate cabinets with glafs doors: thofe rela¬ 
tive to RuISa Are clafled according to the feveral province to which they relate; and 
over each cabihet.ls inferibed the name of the'province. In the fame manner the ma¬ 
nuferipts relative 0 foreign kingdoms are placed in feparate diviAons under the refpedive 
titles of Poland, S^den, England, Francet-Germanyi &c. The papers which concerned 
my native country,prmcipally engaged my attendoh. The earlicit correfpondence be¬ 
tween the fpy^'gns Ruma commenced in the middle of the Axteenth 

century, fisbn sAer the dhcoveity Archangel, and chiefly,relates to the permiflion of 

trade granted entdofiy^y tp the EngHih company of merchant fetded in Ruffla. The 
firft record isanhnj^hal letter pf Philip smd Mary to Iv«i ‘Vaffilievitch II. acknowledg¬ 
ing the te,cei|^: of ,a difj^tch tranfmitted to England by his Ambaffador Ofef Nipheaj 
and returning thanks for the liberty of opening ti free trade throughout the Rnflian 
dominipas. TJ'he <diarter of ppvileges* granted by the Tzar to the Englifli merchants, 
together with |he numerous letters whi^ he received from Elizabeth, are preferved in 
this collefidoh, and are mpftly publilhed in Hackluyt’s Voyages: one, however, not 
found in tM yvprki is dated the iSth of l^y, 1570, in which Elizabeth, among, other 
expreflions of fiiendfliip, offers to Ivan Vaffilievitch, if compelled by an infurreftion to 
quit his country, an afylum iq England. . This Iptt^vwas figned^by Elizabeth in the 
prefence of her fecret council ; ampngfl; the Agiunurds, I npjdce^-tlie nam of Baepn, 
Leyceiler, and Cecil. 

Some hiilorianshnviog affeiled tbnt Ivna 'Vs^lteykch IL carried his perfonal refpefl; 
for Qu€$n£ii:s^li,fp lur as to b^ pf.heir fuitofs; wlulf that 

* For the HiStvy of Nicon, I hstre follon’^ ^tiller in luf Neehncht .ron Novogoro^ in S. R. G. 
▼ol. V. 10 5^9. JL*£vefqae hiti alfe.dra^it from the fame Xource'a ^irited andemdid uccount of 
this great FatriaKn, to which I acknowledge myfeif indebted for a few refleaioat. Hifl. de RoiTte, yol. iii. 
p 391 10394; alfo 417 10430. 
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lie pfopofcd to marry Lady Anne Haftings, daughtey of the Earl of Huntingdon; my 
curlofity led me to make inquiries into this tranfaftion. With refpccl to any treaty of 
marriage between the. T2fflr and Elizabeth, the archives are filent j but furniflied fome 
curious particulars in regard to the intended efpbufal of Lady Anne Haftings. . 

The firft hint of this match was fuggefted by Dr. Robert Jacob, a pRyfician vithoni 
Elizabeth, at the Tzar's requeft, fent to Mofcow. Jacob, acquainted with the ficklenefs 
of Ivan in his amours, and his defire of contracting an alliance with a foreign princefs* 
extolled the beauty, accompliihments, and rank of Lady Anne Haftings, whom he re- 
prefented as niece of the Queen, and daughter of an independent Prince, and infpired 
tlie Tzar with a ftrong inclination to efpoufe her, although he had juft married his fifth 
wife Maria Feoderofna. The Tatar, fired by his defcriptidn, dilpatehed Oregory Pir- 
fcmfkoi, a Rufiian nobleman of the firft diftinftion, to England, to make a formal de¬ 
mand of the lady for his wife. By his inftruQions, he was ordered, after a conference 
with the Queen, to procure an interview with the lady, obtain her portrait, and inform 
himfelf of the rank and fituation of her family: he was then to requeft that an Englifh 
Ambaflador might return with him toMofcow, with full powers to adjuft the conditions 
of the Tnarriage. If an obje£lion ihouM be failed thst Ivan ws already married, he 
was dire£ted to anfwer, that the TtSar having'efpoufed a fubjea* ^-as at lih^y to divorce 
her; and if it was alked what provifioh Ihould be made for the iihildfen by Lady Anno 
Haftings, he was inftrufled to reply, that Feodor, the etdeft Prince, was hek to , the 
throne, but that her childfeh ihould be airoly endowed), 

In confequence of thefe ordew, Pirfemlkoi repaired to I. 6 n 3 on, had an audience of 
Elizabeth, faw Lady Haftings, who had juft recovered from the fniall.ppx, procured her 
portrait; and returned to Mofeow in 1^83, accompanied with ah Engliih A»hba^dor, 
Sir Jerome Bowes. The latter, a perfoh of capricioits difpofitiqn, at his ilrft interview 
greatly offended the Tzar, as well by hiS freedom pf fheech, as feecaufe he was hot com- 
miffioned to give a final affent to the marriage^ but only to receive a more expheit offers 
and trSnfinit it to the Queen. The'Ifaaf, uhaccuftomed to brOok delay, declared, 

" that no obftacle fljould prevent him from rhafrying fome jkihfwoman of Her Majei^’s; 
that , he ihould fehd again into England to have fome one of them to Mtlfe; adding, that 
if Her Majefty would hot, upon his next em^ffy, fend him fuch ahepne 1^ he defired$ 
himfeif would then go into Ehglahd, and cai^ hjs treyflk^ with luai, and iharry one of 
them there.” Sir Jferome ^wes, prbbibly in cemformity ,to his ih^uflions, threw ob- 
ftacles in the way of the.ma^age; inftead of fpealdng favourably of Lady Haftl^, he 
mentioned her perfon with indifference, and denied that ftie was tmyijrelaiip to the 
Queen; adding, with fome hfiarks of contepipti that his hhftrefs had many inch nieces. 
By thefe means the affair was fufpended j and the hegotiadon finally terminated by the 
death of the Tzar in the bemnitilng of the*i)Ilo'S^Jttg year. 

It appears from thefe arGhives, that the corfefpondehce between the Ruffian and Eng. 
IHh fovereigns, which began with Ivan; did not ceafe upon hiS demife. The amity, in¬ 
deed, between the two courts w^s fo firmly eftabliffied, that Charles 1 . font a corps of 
troops, under Colpnel Sanderfon, to the affiftsince of IVtichael Febdprovitch, againft 
Laudiilaus King of Poland f and Alexey Michaelovitch occafionally furniffied Charl», 
in the period of his greateft diftrefe, with money<«nd corn. .The iaft letter from opr 
unfortunate Sovereign to Alexby is dated Ifle of Wight, June 1, j 648, and wfittsp , 
daring his confinement in Carilbrook Caftle. I obierved one from Charles 11 . to tne 
Tzar, announcing tfie execution of his father : it Is dated September the ifith;; i fiqq, 
and was brought to Mofeow by Lord Culjiepper. 
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During the ufurpatlon of Cromwell, Alexey maintained a conftant correfpondence 
with the exiled Charles. He was accuftomed to declare, that all monarchs ought to 
edeem the caufe of Charles I. as their own, and Should not, by countenancing an 
ufurper, encourage fabje£ts to i:ebel againil fheir King. In conformity to tbefe fenti* 
ments he refined, for fome time*, to hold any intemourfe with the Protestor; and 
thefe archives contain no letters between Cromwell and the Tzar. 

The-reftoration of Charles II. renewed the harmony between the two courts; and 
as from this interval the difpatches received from England were fo numerous as to. re* 
quire feveral days to examine them with attention, 1 was compelled to retire without 
fatisfying my curiofity. Thefe papers, .containing a complete hidorical feries of the 
alliances, conne£lion, correfpondence, and commerce, between Rullia and England, 
would form an intereding publication, if printed in chronological order, and interfperfed 
with hidorical obfervations. 

I had fearcely time to glance over the numerous date-papers which relate to the other 
European powers; but the keeper of the archives did not omit pointing out to me one 
dQcument of great importance in the hidory of Rudia: 1 allude tb the famous letter, 
written in the German tongue f, from Maximilian I., Emperor of Germany, to*Vaflili 
Ivanovitcb, condrming a treaty of alliance againd Sigifmond, King of Poland. This 
difpatch, dated Augud the 4th, 1514, and ratified mth'^the feal of the golden bull, is 
remarkable, becaufe Maximilian addiefles Vaifili by calling him Ka^er und Herrfcher 
aller kudett; Empentr and Ruler of all the Rudlas. Thu deed, ducovered by Baron 
Shavirof in the archives in the beginning of ^his century, ind fuggeded to Peter the idea 
of afluming the title of Emperor. The claim gave rife to various negociations, and oc> 
cafioned a curious controverfy among the learned, concerning the rife and progrefs of 
the titles by which the monarchs of this country have been didinguiihed. The early 
foverdgns of Rufik were called Clreat Dukes; and Yaffili Ivanovitcb t was probably the 
fird who dyled bimfelf Tzar, an expreffion which, in the detavoniab language, fignifies 
King; his fuccefibrs continued to bear within fhrir own dominions that title as the mod 
-honourable appedadon, until Peter the Great fird took that otPovilitel, or Emperor. 
It is neverthelefs aa certain, that the fordgn courts §, in their intercouife with that of 
Mofeow, dyled the fovereign itidifcrinunatdy Gr^t Duke, Tzar, and Emperor ||. 
With refpe£li<to England, in Chancellor's Account of Rudia, Ivan Vadilievitch II. was 
called Lord and Emp 6 ror of all Rudia; ,and in the Englidi difpatches, from the reign 
of Elizabeth to that of Anne, the foveri%n was generally addreCed under the fame ap¬ 
pellation. may at the fam^ time remark, mat when the European powers dyled 
the Tzar Emperor’of Mufeov^, they by no means intended to give him a title fnnilar 

* 

* I Uj'for Jim for althov^, if TH^btly renoember, tbefe aitbivet contain no 4 I(patchei between 
the Tzar and Cromwell, yet it is certain, that afterwards Akniy maintained a correfpondence with the 
ProtcAor, and had once comfented to receive hit arnba&dors at Mofeow. See the ebapter on the Rife 
and Progrefs of the.Eogliih trad^ to RnOia. 

f The reader wili find a copy of the ortginil German in Weber’s Verandertes Rofthtnd, T<d. i. p. 357; 
and a ftftbftll tt^Owtion in Fein’s Statd c? Roffis, p. *58. 

^ The appellation of Tsar wiyl not taken, as fbme snthon fhppo&i ft^m tb« Tynan, when Ivan con¬ 
quered Cafan^ for the l^rinee of Cafiin was called Khan. 

§ This is aliened upon the pofitive tefiimony of Betberftein $ and his authority is unqueftionable, be- 
esnfe, as he was twice smb^ador to Mofeow, the firfttime to VaAii Ivanovitcb, and afurwardi to Ivan 
Vaifilieviteh 11 ;, he muft have been acquainted with the titlea home by tbefe two Ibvereigni. Other authors 
fuppofe, that hit fbn Ivan vns the firft who yfiamsd the tlib of Txar. * 

H According to Mayefherg, the title of Alexhy Michaelovitch, prefixed 'to hit code of laws, was ** Txar, 
et Magnos Dux totini Ruffiss Autocrator.” Iter in Mof. p. 11.3. 
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to that which was peculiar to the Emperor of Germany; but beftowed upon him that 
appellation as upon <an Afiatic fovereign, in t|;iie iame lnanner as we now fay the Em* 
perors qf China and Japan. When Peter, therefore,-detennined to aflume the title of 
Emperor, he found no diihcuUy in proving, that it was conferred upon his predecef* 
fors by molt of the European powers; yet, when he teas dellrous of affixing to the 
term the European fenfe, it was confidered as an innovation, and was produdive of 
more negqpiations than would have been requifite for the termination of tbe moil im¬ 
portant (late affiair. ^After many delays and o):ne6;ions, the principal courts of Europe 
confented, about the year lyaa, to addrefs the fovereign of Ruffia with the title of 
Emperor, without prejudice, neverthelefs, to the other crowned heads of Europe *. 

The 

• 

* Many authors have erroneoufly advanced, that the EngKih amhaffador^^Lord Whitworth, foon after 
the battle of Pultava, gave, by order of Qnech Anne, the title of Emperor, in ita Eunfean finfe, to Peter 
the Great. But the following extracts fioro a dtfpatch of Lord Carteret to Sir Luke Scbaul), the Eng- 
lifh miniilcr st Paris, which fell under my obfervation fince I finiflied the account in the text, will fully 
contradifl thefe atTeriions, and are here inferted, hecaufe' they will help to throw farther light upon this 
fubje£l. The United Provinces and the King of Fruffia had, in 171J, acknowk^ed Peter’s right to the 
title of Emperor; but the courts of London and Faria withheld their cpnfent. During the negociation, 
feveral difpatchea pafied between Lord Carteret, fewetary of ftate. Cardinal EhiboiSfaudSir Lol;e Schaub, 
Englilh minifters at Faria. * . ' ' 

“ Le Cardinal," writes Lord Caiteret, in one of hia dtfpatcheu to Sir Lube, dated Jan. lyatB-z, ** croit 
qu’on pounroit accorder le litre de PEn^twr an Tzar, de inaniere one lea couronuea n'en fuSent point 
prejudices." 

" Le Roy [Georgy t.J a trouve Is rdponfe tris fagr, que le Cardinal a faite am miniftret du Czar 
touchant la demande du tttre Nona agirons ^ concert, avec Ton eminence dans cette affaire. 

Et pour luy donner les eclairciffements qtt’elle foubaite, touchant ce qui s'eft paflii entre la Grande Bre¬ 
tagne et le Czar a Regard du litre, je vous envoye un mtrait, qui a dtd tird des regiftrei d^ nos archives, 
pour luy dtre communiqqd. Les miaiftres Mofoovites ne font nuUement fbndez en ce qlt’ih alleguent que 
ce litre a dtc accorde au Czar comme ttne panic de la fatisfadion dans Paffaite de Idatueof. fi eS con* 
ffant que Ron ne fit alorg aucun changement a cette occafion ih. ’ 

" £n examinant le ftile, dont les Roys de la Grande Breta;gne fe foi^t fitrvu, ea acrivant ang Czars de 
Mofcovie, on eft remontd jtifqu’au Kms de U'Reine Elizabeth. On trduve qu’on lenra toftjoun &rit ea 
Anglois, et que cette Princcffe, ^ 

An. 1559 Se fervoit du ftile ifEmpenw et de Hightufu 
1616. Le Roy Jacques I. de eeluy i*Em^eur ctde 
1633. Le Roy Charles I. ' 

1666. Le Roy Charles II. 

1687. Jacques II. et Guillauae 111 . de eeluy A*£ntpenur et 
jfi.ji. i'lMtmat Majffy. 

*707. La Reine .tnne s’eft ferviedu ftiled'JEMpwver etd’/ia/rWe/ jurqo^gg Ran ;(7Q7, et alors 
on commenpa k dccrire Cammatubr, tiv. et Cnofk 

1703. En 1708, le >9 Juiliet et le tp Septembre, Cmnmu/er et In^trial ( et le ^ Novembre 

de la mdme anode Enferw et En 1709, 1710, 1711, Emptnur et Imferiat 

En lyiai 1713, 1714, et Ci^rwen, Mujefifi tttotdt Run, taatdt 

Pautte, ut fouvenc CsusrM et/a^re/ 

En i.7'1^ le ay Septemore, le ftik dtla ktti^^netiGcattoa de Ravenement du Roy k la Cou* 
ronne, eft, Eawwow* et Pirar etdans ]duGeursautm lattes deppis ce temps la C%ar^ 

on hifmal et qaciqueraia 7 W fim^kaaent. 

Voiuy le'titre entier. 

To the moft High, moft Potent, and mofli lUnfirioBS, our raoft dear Brother; the great Liord Czar, and 
Great-Duke, Peter dkxdewiia, of all tbt Greater, Le&r, and White Ruflia, Sdl-Upholder of Mufeo- 
via, Kiotlli, Ulodomiris, Noeogardia, Caar of Cuaq, Csar of Aftrachan, Czar of Siberia, Lord of Bezoe, 
and Great-Duke of Smolenflco, Toerte, Ugoria, Permw, Vktkya, Bolm'a, and others, Lord u>d Gkeat- 
Dukfrof Novomrdia, -and of the Lower Countriea of Czernegoriky, Rmniky, Roftovclkyv Yeroilave, Be* 
loorzeriky, Umr&y, Obdotilci, Condinfici, and Empmmr ofaU the Northern Cqafts, L^rd of the Lands 
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Ihe archives contain alfo thirteen volumes of letters, journals,• notes, -and otlief ma. 
nufcripts, of Peter the Great, \«ritten wjth his own hand; tbefe papers fufficiently fliow 
the indefatigable pains-with which that great-Monarch noted down the minuteft'-circum- 
ftances, that might prove ufeful in his extenlive plaits for the civilrzation and aggran¬ 
dizement of his country. Muller has lately given to the public feVenil letters and other 
pieces of this kind, which throw a confiderabte light upon the traiifactioris of Peter’s 
reign, and afford ilriking inftances of his perfevering genius. ' 

From the archives we repaired to the univerfity, alfo fituated iry the Khitaigorod: it 
was founded at the inllahce of Count Shuvalof, by the Emprefs Elizabeth, for fix 
hundred ftudents, who are cloathed, boarded, and inffrufled at the expence of the 
crown. We were received, with great civility, by the dife£tor of the univerfity and 
profeffors, who conduced us lirft to their printing-office. One of the preffes being at 
work, feverai ftieets werpftruck off afid prefented to us asfpecimeiis-of the Ruffian ty¬ 
pography ; on examining them, we found a complimentary addrefs to ourfelves in the 
Englim and Ruffian languages. 

. We next proceeded to the univerfity library, which contains a fmall colledion of 
books, and a moderate apparatus of experimental philofqphyi On taking leave of the 
direftor, he obligingly prefented me with a Grammarbf the Tartar language, which is 
taught in this fociety, a Syllabus of a year’s leflures, and a catalogue of the Greek ina- 
nuferipts in the library of the Holy %nod. An extrafl: from the Syllabus* will dif- 
play to the r^der the general ftudies, and the principal books ufed in this univerfity for 
the inftnidion of the ftudents. 

I. A courfe of leftures on the Hiftory of the Ruffian Law', on Nettelbadianus, 
fma imk)erfa Jwrifprudeniiat and on the Jiu Cambiale ; eight hours a week. 2. On 
Cicero's Orations againft Catiline, the fixth book of Vii^fil's jEneid, plays of Plautus 
and Terence, iaftrii^ohs on the manner of writing' Latin an^ Ruffian verfes,frora the 
examples of Horace and Eomonofof; an expofition of the panegyrical orations of Lo- 
monofo^ tog^er with tranflations and exercifes in Latin and Ruffian profe; eight 
hours a week.' 3. On arithmetic, trigonometry, and optics, from Weidler’s Afa/Zima- 


iTCrfky, Cardllnlky, and Gruzenfley, Czar of the land* o£ Caberdinlky, Czereafky, and Duke of the 
Mountains, and of many other dominions and countries, Eaft, Weft, ana North, from Father, and froth 
Grandfather. Heir, Lord, ind Conqueror. 

Lord Carteret, in a letter to the Cui'dinal Dubois, writes j Le Rot coneoura fans difficult^ avec fa Ma- 
jeft6 tres Chretlenne a faire ce que V. Eminence jugera convenabk, par rapport au n'owwnii litre que le 
Czar demande, ct un parfait concert a faire efperer a ce Prince one telle cottplaiiance pour fersir a le gagner, 
et a noiis &ire tirer fruits defon ambition. Jan. 30; lyzi.-s. 

And in « ftifpatch to Sir Luke Schaub, he thus htmfelfI Ita cnfttdunie icy a tofijours etc 

d’ecrire aux Czars de Mofeovie fur du yelin enlumiiie peint et dord, comme on fait eux Empercurs de Ma- 
roc et Fez. ct a plufieurs autres Princes non-Europeens lefquels felon cette ebiltume ferdient cgalement fon- 
dez d’infiller (nr le titre d’Empereur. On n’a. jamaisVoulu changer I’uCsgie etably. quOique {es Mofeovites 
I’ayent fort folicit^ durant I’ambaflade de my Lord Whitworth a Mofepwr. Ce minifllre s^excufa toftjours 
d’eu faire la propofition. II leur dit, qu’il leor dqnneroit le litre* 'fans tel qo*jl lit trouVoit etabli; 

mat’s qu’il nc leur coufeilioit pas dc remuer cette mat iere, ni dC e’CclairCir trop foignt ufement for quel pied 
on leur donnoitcc titre. Les Mofeovites erfoent fon avis bqn pour lore. *(^aud a»y Lord Whitworth et 
Mr. I’Amtral Norris ffirent chargez d’une conuniflion auprez du,Czar a AmUcrdam, ila n*edrcnt que des 
lettres de cachet, dont le ililc etoit /'c/zv les miailttes Rudient en firent.d’abordqudque fcrupule, 

mais n’y iofiilerent pas. 

Thefe exttaAa are drawn from Sir Luke Schanb's State Papers, in the rare andaniple colfidion of 
the Earl of Hardwicke, a nobiemaii as diftmguifhed for the extent, at the liberal communication of his 
knowledge. 

* It isentitled, Catalogus pneleiRionttm pablknnim in Uaiverfitate Ctd’arc^ MofqUetiS bebeadarirm.” 
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tka Injlitutmes \ and experimental philofophy from Kruger’s Compendium.' 4. On 
jincient and modern Iiiltory. 5. Introduftion to the knowledge of moral philofophy, 
from Bielfield’s Inflitutes^ 6. On clinic mediSme, or the remedies ufed by ancient 
and modern pbyficians, from-Vogel’s Compendium. 7. On the pandefta, from the 
('ompcndium of Heihecdus, and a comparifon between tlie Roman and Ruffian law j 
eight hours a week. ProfcAbr Defaitfky, who reads this ledure, teaches alfo the Eng- 
li/h language froni a Grammar compilfed by bimfelf; four hours a week. 8. Logic 
and metaphyfics from Baumeifter’s logic, eight hours; and four geometry and trigo¬ 
nometry, from Weidler. 9. On phyuc under the following heads j pathology, diete¬ 
tics, and therapeutics, from Ludwig’s Compendium. 10. Oftk.botany, after the fy Item 
of Linnaeus, ii. Anatomy from LudWsg, 12. On the etymology, fyntax, and 
flyle of the French tongue; eight hours. 13. Etymology, fyntax, and ftyle of the 
German. . 

Befide the univerfity, there are two gymnafia, or feminaries, for the education of 
youth, endowed alfo by Elizabeth, in which are taught divinity, daffies, philofophy, 
the Greek, Latin, Ruffian, German, Frenchj Italian,-and Tartar languages; hiftory, 
geography, mathematics, algebra, architecture; fQrtificadpn, artiUe^^ and' 

jvainting, raufic, fencing, dancing,reading, and writing, 'There are twenty-three pro- 
h fibrs; amongft thefe, the Syllabus informed me, that Mr. Alexief teaches dirinity 
two hours in the week. Mr. Matthaeij profeffpr and reCor,6f both feminaries, ex¬ 
plains fome of Cfcero’s Orations and feleft Epiftles, Libanius’S Letters, Ernefti’s ora- 
toiical feffays, Xenophon's Anabafu^ teaches’the Roman antiquities from Barman’s 
Compendium, and continues bis ufual Latin ekercifes upon oratory. Mr< Sinkovlki, 
every morning from feven to nine, treats of the prindples cf rhetoric, particularly con¬ 
cerning the Periodologia, both ps to theory and prance, from Burgius's Ejenmta Ora- 
Soria i explains Casfar’s Commentaries.and Judin f pmplpys his fcholars in Latin and 
Ruffian tranflations, and in the etymology and fyntax m the Oreek Tongue; reads PIu» 
tarch wfnt iTruxtiy; and, from nine to twelvP.' on MpndaysK Wednefdays,. and Sa 
days, Ovid’s Metamprphpfis, and connects mythology with andent hiupiy aod geo¬ 
graphy. Mr. Tffierbotaref, extraordinary ptqifeflbr of logic and morality, and under¬ 
librarian to the uniyerrity, four hours, in the week, comments upcm Hemeccu elenienta 
philojopbia raiionalU et moralisy as well in the priginai l.,atin,;as in the Ruffian* tranfla- 
tion,.for the benefit of thofe who are unacquainted with the Latin tongue. Mr. Ur- 
banlki gives ihdruCions in rhetoric fixup the Con^endium of Burgiu^ both in theory 
and praSice. Mr. Ifolherdof expl]rins.l(^unt'Te0m’^ Letters to a young Prmcef. 

U'heaccouritpf the Greek of the Holy Synod at Mofeow, 

prefented to me by ^ maufer^terum 

Graecorum Biblitdbecarum f ^aeco* 

Rujftccsct turn variis anejed^is, mndiiE^dft Gbrlftmnus 
Fredericus 'Mattbaei^ Gymajdpruni M i^is JJni- 

‘verfttaiist Anno 1776,” folio.' ^ Chriftian Frederic MRUhari, a learned 

German, wlio was educated at Lapfic undi^ the.fsl^rat^ Ernefti, ^4 h^ 
difplayed his pfaidy^tto by fevemf cxCeil]^ the claffiic^ Bring drawn to 

Mofeow .by the ot thp Emprrii|, he this univerfity. 

Soon after his arrival, he turned his attentipn to toP’^ate of Greek filature, and ex- 

'.C - ■ '■ ^ ■ /' - • "1 *1^ ■ ■ 

* lis pnecipue, q^i&o'gtnB ii«c fua Audit acadcmica in onherfitaU Ultcriut profeqiu 

polTunt. - - 

f The King of Sweden when Prittce RoyaJ. 

plored 
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plored the curious colleftion of Greek tnanufcripts in the library of the Holy Synod, 
the greater part of which had,* at the fuggeftion of the Patriarch Nicon, been colleded 
by the monk Arfenius from the monaftery of Mount Athbs. 

As a catalogue of thefe manufcripts, pubiilhcd by Athanafius Schida^ at the command 
of Peter the Great, was exceedingly Inaccurate, Mattbsri • was encouraged by Prince 
Potemkin,, the great patron of antient literature, who defrayed the expence of the pub- 
Kcation, to undertake this work upon a more extcnfive plan. Accordingly, in 1776, the 
l&uned editor gave to the public the firit part, in which he has laid down an accurate 
and circumftat lial detail of fi/ty'-one manufcripts, accompanied with judicious remarks 
and critical n qtiirics. He defcribes the materials upon which each manufcript is writ¬ 
ten $ fpecitico the age, contents, and author, the number of pages, and the firit and lafl 
words; he points out alfo the different proprietors. 7'he author propofes to continue 
the publication at different intervals, until he has’ffniOied the account. But as it would 
require many years thus minutely to defcribe all the manufcripts, which amount to five 
hundred and two; the learned author has, in the mean while, favobred the public with 
a complete cataloguerin a lefs cilvumftantial manner t. To this index is prefixed a 
fatisfa^ory and comprehenfiye introdu^on; in tvhich, alter informing us that he com¬ 
pile it for the ufe of Prince Tufitpof, anenthoiiaff in Greek literature, he ^ives abriei 
account of the principal manufcripts. He enomeratee feveltal of the Septuagmt, and one 
in paiticularof the Books of which iat^ thetnnth century, and contains, in fome 
place, many various readings, matsrially differing from the printed editions. ' He men-' 
rions alio fevers! of the New Teffs;ment; feme acrompanled vrith antient commentaries, 
which have never been publiihed, and which the ingenious author has tranferibed, col¬ 
lated, and pi(epared §ot the preft. - The mod antient of thefe was written at different 
periods; tns ffrff part fo eariy ki the*fev«si^ or eighth century, and the remainder in 
the<weli^ OP thiit^th. This c^edioit he adds, though ebiefiy confined to theolo¬ 
gical fubjeffe, is by no means ht the ciaffics 1 -kximm which he notices Homer, 

jSfcbylqe, St^hocles, DemoOheoes, jEfebiho* Hefiod,PaulaDlus, Fhitardh, and a mod 
beaqt^Stmbo, whidi Im has coilamd ferritetiewedittonof that author, preparing for 
the Ciarat^onpee^ hy Mr- Fdktfoer of Oxford , 

In this fihPs^ of the likdy Syn^ Matthiri difeovered an antient hymn tO Ceres in a 
ananofcij^ of Homer, writum about the ctmdailon of the fourteenih century, but which 
he fuppofee a ^anfeript from an anefeat and valuable c^y; ^his manufcript, befide a 
fragment of the ifiad» contained die fixtetm hymna uroaWy attributed to Homer, in the 
fame oidyr as dnqrere graeraUy printed. At the end of the fixeemith be found twelve 
verlea of a hymn to Aaodnis, and p hymn to Ceres, which, excepting the lad part, was 
entire- Matthsu, well acqu^ted’ with the delays winch wopM attend the publication 
at Mjricow, fern a oppyof the hyaen to the.eelebrated idunkeoraSy oi the univerfity of 
Leyden, who |pive it to the ptibUc h 1760; and twenty Imes behi|[ omitted by midake, 
he put forth a fecond eiStum in Che fouowing $.» 

* Ifofth'INaAnitwenwddtstditloa^UtlliefbTMstdiBh p. <^4. 

t ** tti»ercript<mim<^eonim MsthneaSum^^mse Syoodi eccle- 

fisc artkodoeiMi. cdtsitChriBiMraspFdfe^icttiMk^ Pittopol^ typo Aesdemue 

Scientianiiii, ijiof* 4(9.' “ ’ 

^ It Wap a conudenibte diCwpolntninit t» wet that Mr. Msttluei aUent fiwn Mofeow daring my 
continuance in that city, ai I would Utve derived great information ffom hu aoqouotanoe. I have likewife 
to tegret, tfeit. on account of hi* abCimce, I eottid not obtsio a fight e^ thefiTmaadicr^a. 

§ liomeri Hymnui in Cereretn nunc priinniB editiH n Ilsvide Runkenio. 
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The learned editor has prefixred a critical difquihtiqn, in which he aiferts that the 
hymn is undoubtedly of ^reat antiquity, and v/ritten, if not by Homer bimfelf, yet cer¬ 
tainly by a very diligent imitator of his ftyle and phrafeology. Though the ftyle and 
plan of this hymn appears to me (as well as to the celebrated editor) inferior to Homer, 
and in fome places unworthy of him; yet this argument, depending on the talle and 
feelings of the reader, will not operate on all with equal force; nor will even they who 
allow its inferiority to the other produflions of the divine poet, be inclined to grant the 
conclufion, that it is* not his work^; becaufe Homer might in one particular compofition 
fall below his ufual flandard of excellence. A ftronger proof againft its originality may 
be drawn from the words, phrafes, and inflexions occurring in this poem, which are 
either of a later date than the age of Homer, or not found in his unfulp^ed works. 
Some of thefe are enumerated by the editor *. 


Chap. Y1.—‘Retail Trade in the Khitaigorod,—Market for the Sale of Houfes.'—Excel¬ 
lence of the Police in C^es of Riot or Ftre '.-r-Chefs conimon in Rujfia.—Account of the 
Foundling. Hofpital.—Excurjion to the Monaftery of the Holy Trinity.—Delays of the 
Poji.—Defcription of the Monajlery.—Tomb and Hijiory of Maria Titular Queen of 
Livonia.-^Toml/ and Charader of Boris Godunof. 


MOSCOW is the centre of the inland cotnmerce of Ruflja, and connefl:s the trade 
between Europe and Siberia. 

The navigation to this city is formed folely by the Molkva, which falling into the 
Occa near Colomna, communicates by means of that river with the Volga f. But as 
the Molkva is only navigable in the fpring, on the melting of the fnow, the principai 
merchandize is conveyed on fledges in w.inter. 

Almoll the whole retail commerce of the dty is carried on in the Khitaigorod, where, 
according to a cuftom common in Ruflla, as well as in molt kingdoms of the Ealt, the 
{hops and warehoufes are collefted in one fpot. T^he place is like a kind of fair, con- 
iilling of many rows of low brick buildings; the inten^l between therh refembling 
alleys. Thefe (hops or booths occupy a confiderable fpace, and do not, as with us^ 
make part of the houfes inhabited by the tradefmcm, but are ufually detached from their 
dwellings, which are mollly at (bine diltknce in another quarter of the town. The 
tradefman comes to his (hop in the morning, and retynis.to his family in t^e afternoon. 
Every trade has its feparate department; and they who fell the fame ^ods have booths 
adjoining to each other. Furs and {kins form the mod confiderable article of com¬ 
merce in Mofcow, and the fltops vending thofe commodities occupy feveral llreets |. 

Among the curiofities of Mpfcpw, I muft not ortiit the market for the fale of houfes. 
It is held in a large open fpace, in one of the fuburbs, and exhibits ready-made houfes, 
llrewed on the ground. The purchafer who wants a dwelling, repairs to this fpot, men¬ 
tions the number of "rooms he requires, examines the different timbprs, which are regu¬ 
larly numt^red, and bargajps for that which fuits his piirpofe. The houfe is fometimespaid 


* The claflScat reader, who is deliraus of further infonijbtion relative to the genuuenefs of this atitient 
poem, is refenedto the Uft edition of the hymn by lluiikenius, and to the preface of Mr. Hole's Tranf- 
lation. . ' , 

t For the communicatioa of the Volga with the Baltic, fee the chapter oft the Inland Navigation of 
Ruifia. . . 

% According to Btorfch, the number of {hops and warehoufes in Mofcaur amount to £s thoufand, of 
whicli the Klutaigorod conthins four thoufand and fevcnty five. 
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for on the fpot, and removed by the purchafer; or the vender contrafts to tranfport and 
erecl it upon the place where it*is defigned to fland. It may Teem incredible, that a 
dwelling may be thus bought, removed, railed, and inhabited, within the fpace of a 
week; but it will appear eafily practicable by confidering that thele rcad'j-.made fjoufes 
are in'general merely collections of trunks of trees, tenanted ami mortailed at each 
extremity, fo that tioihing more is required than the labour of tranfporting .'iiid adjull- 
ing them. 

'But this fummary mode of building is not always peculiar to thp meaner hovels ; as 
wooden flruClures of large dimenlions and handfome appearance are occafionally formed 
in Ruflia, with an expedition almoft inconceivable to the inhabitants of other countries. 
A remarkable inllance of this difpatch was difplayed during the laft vifitof the Emprefs 
to Mofeow. Her Majefty propofed to refide in the manfion of Prince Galitzin, which 
is elteemed the completeft edifice in this city ; but as it was not fufliciently fpacious for 
her reception, a temporary addition of wood, larger than the original houfe, and con¬ 
taining a magnificent fuit of apartments, was finifhed within the fpace of fix weeks. 
This meteor-like fabric was fo handfome and commodious, that the materials were 
afterwards taken down and re-conftruCted upon an eminence near the city, as an im¬ 
perial villa. 

In Mofeow I obferved an admirable police for preventing riots, or (lopping the cen- 
courfe of people in cafe of fires, which are very frequent in thofe parts where the houfes 
are moftly of wood, and the ftreets laid with timber. At the entrance of each flreet is 
a chevaux dc-frize gate, one end turning upon a pivot, and the other rolling upon a 
wheel; near it is a centry-box, in which a man is occafionally ftationed., In times of 
riot or fire the centinel (huts the gate, and all palTage is immediately (lopped. 

Chefs is fo common in Rufiia, that during our continuance at Molcow, I fcarcely 
entered into any company where parties were not engaged in that diverfion; and, in 
pafiTing thefireets, I frequently obferved the tradesmen and common people playing be¬ 
fore the doors of their (hops or houfes. The Ruffians are elleeracd great proficients in 
chefs. With them the Queen has, in addition to the other moves, that of the Knight, 
which, according to Phillidor, fpoils the game, but which renders it more complicated, 
and of courfe more interefiing. The Ruffians play alfo at chefs with four perfons at 
the fame time, two againft two; for which purpofe the board is longer than ufual, con¬ 
tains more men, and is provided with a greater number of fquares. I was informed,- 
that this mode is difficult but more agreeable, than the common manner. 

Among rfie public inftitutions, the hioft remarkable is the Foundling Hofpital, en^- 
dowed by the Emprefs in 1764, and fupported by voluntary contributions, legacies, and 
other charitable gifts To encourage donations, ,Her Majefty grants to all benefac¬ 
tors fome valuable privileges, and a certain degree of rank in proportion to the extent 
of their liberality. The hofpital, fituated in an airy part'of the town on a gentle afeent 
near the river Mo(kva, is a large quadrangular building, part of whiclr only was finilhed : 
it contained three thoufand foundlings^ and’when the whole is-completed, will receive 
eight thoufand. * 

The children are received at the porter’s lodge, and admitted vrithout recommend¬ 
ation. The rooms are lofty and large; the dormitories, which are feparate from the 
work rooms, are airy, and the beds not crowded t each foundling, even each- infant, haR 
a feparate bed; the bedfteads are of iron f the iheets are changed once, and the Unen 

* Befides thefe occaiional fupplks, the inftitution is Tupported by a lottery, tax upon public enterUm* 
menta, and card*, which arc flSniped by the Fouudliags’ Hofpital. Richer Skizste von Molka. 
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three times a week. I was particularly ilruck with tjie neatnefs of the room?; even 
the nurferies were uncommonly clean, and without unwholefome fmells. No cradles 
are allowed, and rocking is forbidden. .The infants are not fwaddled according to the 
cuftom of the country, but loofely dreffed. 

The Direftor obligingly favoured us with his company, and fliewed us the foundlings 
at their refpeflive works. On his appearance the children crowded round him; fome 
took hold of his arm; fome held by his coat; others kifled his hand, and all expreflfed 
the higheft fatisfadion. Thefe natural and unfeigned marks of regard were convincing 
proofs of his mildnefs and good-nature; for children, when ill ufed, naturally crouch 
before thofe who have the management of them. I could be no judge whether the 
children were well inftruded, and the regulations well obferved ; but I was perfedly 
convinced, from their behaviour, that they were in general happy and contented, and 
perceived from their looks that they were remarkably healthy; a circumftance owing 
to the uncommon care which is paid to cleanlinefs both in their perfons and rooms. 

The foundlings are divided intp feparate claiTes according to their refp'dive agw. 
The children remain in the nurfery two' years, at the end of which term they are admit¬ 
ted into the lowed clafsj .the boys and girls continue together until they are feven 
years of age, at which period they are feparated. Both fexes are inftruded in reading, 
writing, and calling accounts. The boys are taught to knit, card hemp, flax, and wool, 
and to work in the different manufadories. The girls learn to knit, net, and perform 
all kinds of needle*work; they fpin and weave lace, and are employed in cookery, 
baking, and houie*work. 

At the age of fourteen the foundlings enter into the firft clafs, and have the liberty of 
chafing any particular branch of trade; for which pui-pofe different fpecies of nianu- 
fadures are eftablilhed in the hofpital; the principal are embroidery, filk ftockings, 
ribbands, lace, gloves, buttons, and cabinet-work. A feparate room is appropriated to 
each trade. Some are inllruded in the French and German Janguages and a few of 
the boys in ttie Latin tongue; others learn mufic, drawing, and dancing. About the 
age of twenty, the foundlings receive a fam of money, and feveral other advantages, 
which enable them to follow their trade in any part of the empire: a confiderable pri¬ 
vilege In Ruflia, where the peafantslare Haves, and cannot leave their village without the 
permiffion of their mailer. 

In another vifit which I paid to this hofpital, I faw the foundlings at dinner: the girls 
and boys dine feparately. The dining rooms, which are upon the ground-floor, are 
large and vaulted, and feparated from their work rooms. The firft daft fit at table, 
the reft Hand ; the little children are attended by fervants; but thofe of the firft and 
Ibcond daft alternately wait upon each other. The dinner confifted of beef and mut¬ 
ton boiled in broth, with rice; I tailed toth, which, were remarkably good: the bread 
was very fwoet, and baked in the houfe, chiefly by the foundlings. Each foundling has 
a napkin, pewter plate, knife, fork, and fpoon: the napkin and table-cloth are dean 
three times in the week. They rife at fix, dine; at eleven, and fup at fix. The little 
children have bread at feven, and at four. When employed in their neceffary occupy 
lions, the utmoll freedom is allowed, and they are encouraged to be as much in the air 
as poffible. 'I'he whole was a lovely fight; aiitf the countenances of the children ex- 
preffed the utmoft content and happinefs. 

In the hofpital is a threatre, of which the decorations are the work of the foundlings: 
they conflruded the-ftage, painted the feenes, and made the dreffes. I was prefent at 
the reprefentation of the Honnete CrimineU and the comic-opera Le Devin du Tdlage^ both 
tranflated into the Ruffian tongue. Not underftanding the language, I could be no 

4 K a judge 
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judge wJicther they fpoke with propriety j but was furprifed at the cafe with which tJicy 
trod the ftage, and pleafed with* the gracefiilnefs of their, action. There were fome 
agreeable voices in the opera. The orcheftra was filled with a band by no means con¬ 
temptible, which confided entirely of foundlings, excepting the firft violin, who was 
their mufie>mafter. On this occafion the play was not, as ufual, concluded with a bal¬ 
let, becaufe the principal performer was indifpofed, which was no fmall difappointment, 
as they, dance ballets with great tafie and elegance. The Emprefs, 1 am told, is induced 
to countenance theatrical reprefentations, which appear improper in a feminary of this 
kind, from a defire of diffufing among her fubjeds a tafie for that fpecies of entertain¬ 
ment, which Ibe confiders a means of civilization, and of enriching the Ruifian theatres 
, with a conftant fupply of performers. 

Many and great are the advantages of this excellent charity. It diffufes a knowledge 
of the arts among the people, increafes the number of free fubjeSs, and above ^11 has 
confiderably diminifiied the horrid pradice of infanticide, fo prevalent before the infti- 
tution of this hofpital. 

We were unwilling to quit this part of the country without vifiting Troitlkoi Klofter, 
or the monaftery of the Holy Trinity, which is difiinguHhed in the annals of this country 
as the afyium for the Ruffian Sovereigns in cafes of infurreflion; and is more particu¬ 
larly known to foreigners for the refuge it afforded to Peter the Great when he put an 
end to the adminiffmion of his filler Sophia *. 

The ffiltance from Mofcow to the monaftery being forty miles, we ordered poft-horfes 
to be ready at five in the morning, with an intention of viewing the convent, and return¬ 
ing by night. Vjfe hoped to complete this excurfion in the time ptopofcd; but ob- 
ftacles continually occur in foreign countries, unforefeen by thofe who are not fufficiently 
acquainted with the manners of the natives} and an ignorance of the moft trivial cir- 
cumftances, which better information might eafily have obviated, produces confiderable 
embarraffment. Some petty diftreffes of this nature lengthened our expedition from 
one to three days. 

We rofe at five in the morning, but were detained by want of poll horfes, which we 
found great difficulty in procuring, although the order was figned both by the governor 
of the province and of the city, and we importuned the poft-mafter with repeated mef- 
fages* The cafe is, that the price for the hire of horfes being inconfiderable, the owners 
can employ them in‘other fervices to greater advantage; and on this account a llranger, 
unlefs accompanied with a Ruffian foldier to quicken the expedition of thofe who furnilh 
the poll, mult meet with infinite delays. We were, indeed, ftrongly advifed by fome of 
our acquaintance to ufe this precaution, but imprudently omitted it, to our great incon- 
veniencf, as we foon experienced. 

After waidng nine hours, we at length thought ourfelves fortunate in feeing the poft- 
horfes make their appearance about two in the afternoon i, and fet off with an expe6la- 
tion of proceeding without interruptima to Bretoffiiina, where a relay was waiting for 
us. But the drivers Hopping at a village only four miles from Mofcow, peremptorily 
refufed to carj--y us any ferther. In van we produced the order for horfes; they con¬ 
tended that it authorized us only to take them from village to tillage, and on the ftrengih 
of that conftrudion returned without further ceremony to Mofcow. Two hours more 
were employed, and much broken Ruffian fpokeii by our Bohemian interpreter, before 
we were able to prevail on the inhabitants to fupply us with horfes, and were again de- 
pofitedin a village about the difta&ce of diree miles; where all the old procefsof alter- 

• See chap. viii. . . 
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cation, threats, and proniifes, was renewed. In this manner we cohtinaed wrangling 
and proceeduig from village tavillage, which .were tbi'ckly fcattered in this part of the 
country, until near midnight, .when we found ourfelves at Klifma, only Seventeen miles 
from Mofcow, and took up our lodging in a peafant’s cottage. Our Bohemian fervant 
having fortunately devoted great part of the.night in rambling to different houfes, and 
adjufting the difficult negotiation for frefli horfes, we were able to depart almoft by day¬ 
break, and had the ftill farther fatisfaftion to pafs over the immen/e/pace of feven miles 
without either halt ^r delay ; fp that by eight'in the morning we reached Bretoflhina, 
half-way between Mofcow and the convent. Here we found a Ruffian ferjeant, whom 
Prince Volkpi'iiki had obligingly fent forwards to procure horfes, and accompany us dur¬ 
ing the remainder of our journey ; the experience of the preceding day taught us the 
value of this military attendant. 

At Bretoffhina we viewed a palace built by Alexey Michaelovitch, in which he . fre¬ 
quently refided: it is a long wooden building, painted yellow, only one ftory in heighth, 
containing a fuiteof final! and low rooms. This palace (if it defarves that name/has 
long been uninhabited. The Eniprefs, pleafed with the beauty of the iituation, and re- 
fpefting the favourite refidence of Peter the Great’s father, propofed to build a large 
brick palace near the fite of the old manlion, and partof the materials were already col- 
leded for that purpofe. On our return to the village we ordered the horfes, and were 
plcafcd to find our order obeyed almoff as foon as iffued: we had, indeed, a fuccefsfu! 
agent in our friend the ferjeant for the peafants, who were beginning to wrangle, and 
make their ufual altercations, were inftantly difperfed by his cudgel, whofe eloquence was 
more perfuafive than the moft pathetic remonftrahees. The boors were certainly accuf- 
toraed to this fpecies of rhetoric j for they bore it patiently, and with perfefl good hu¬ 
mour ; and, the moment they were feated on the box, began whiffling and finging their 
national fongs as ufual. We now continued our route, and arrived at the conveiit, 
though diftant from Bretoffhina twenty miles, without once flopping to change horfes. 

Troitfkoi Sergief Klofter, or the monaftery of the Holy Trinity, at a little diftance 
bears the appearance of a ftnall .town; and, like many convents in this country, is 
lunounded with high brick walls, ftrengthened with battlements and towers. ITie 
parapet is roofed with wood, and the walls and towers are provided with embrafures 
f or muikets and cannon r the whole is furrounded by a deep ditch. This place with- 
flood feveral fieges; and particularly baffled all the efforts of Ladiflaus Prince of 
Poland, who. attacked it at the head of a large army. 

Befide the convent or habitation for the monks, the walls enjlofe* an imperial 
palace, and nine large churches conftrufled by different fovereigns. The convent is 
a range of buildings encircling a court, and far too fpacious for the prefent inhabitants: 
it forme} ly contained three hundred monks, together with a proportionate number of 
fludents, and was the richefl ecclefiafficai eftablifhment in Ruffia. Their eftates, as 
well as all the other church lands, being annexed to the crown, the members receive 
penfions. With the revenues the number pf monks is greatly diminiflied, and they do 
not amount to one hundred. The habit is black, with a veil of the fame'colour; they 
eat no meat, and the difapline of the order is very Arid. Within the convent is a 
femipary for the education of 'perfons intended for the church, which, contained about , 
two hundred fludents. . 

The imperial palace, which viras muph frequented when the fovercign refided at 
Mofcow, is ftnall i oqe of the apartments is ornamented with reprefentations in flucco 
of the prindpal adions of Peter the Great. The'nine churches are fplendid, and ex¬ 
tremely rich in gold and filver ornaments, and coftly veftraents. The.principal church 

14 has 
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has a cupola of copper gilt, and four domes, of tin or iron painted grwn. We afcend* 
ed a new belfry, built by the f^mprefs .Elizabeth, which is not an inelegant piece of 
architedfure; it commands a fine view of the adjacent country, which is gently 
waving, richly cultivated, producing much grain, and thickly ftrewed with villages. 
The archimandrite or abbot of the monaftery being abfent, we could not obtain per- 
miflion to fee the library, which occafioned fome regret, becaufe, according to Buf- 
ching, it contains a curious colle£lion of books*. 

In the principal church a few tombs drew my attention. 

The firft was that of Maria Queen of Livonia, probably the only perfon who ever 
bore that title, an empty honour, which fhe may truly be faid to have purchafed at a 
dear rate. Maria, lineally defcended from Ivan Vaffilievitch I., was a relation of 
Ivan Ilf. She efpoufed, in 1573, Magnus Duke of Hoi Hein J, and titular king of 
Livonia, who was railed to that dignity by Ivan Vaffilievitch II. in an extraordinary 
manner. Livonia, bordering upon Ruffia, Sweden, and Poland, and reciprocally 
claimed and poffelTed by thofe three powers,, was, in the middle of the fixteenth cen¬ 
tury, partly free, partly fubjeci to Poland, and partly to the Swedes, when the Tzar 
made an irruption, and conquered a final! portion. Well acquainted, however, with 
the averfion.of the natives to the Ruffian fceptre, he declared that he entered their 
country with no interefied views; had no other ambition than to refcue them from 
the Swedilh yoke; and, renouncing all right of conqueft, would only ftyle hintfelf 
their proteflor; he exhorted them to elca for their fovereign Magnus, brother of 
Frederic II. King of Denmark, who, in the capacity of Bilhop of Pilten, had fome 
pretenfions to Livonia. This propoi'al being cheerfully agreed to by a great party 
among the natives, the Tzar difpatched an embafiy to Magnus, who accepted the 
proffered crown; and, repairing without delay to Mofcow, was formally inllalled in 


• Bufchlng’s Erdrbefchrelbung, vol. i. p. 85*, 

f IvanVassiluvitchI. 


Vassili 


VAKOVITCH. 


Ivan VASsii-iF.v«rcn II. 


AnSHEW IvANOVITCHof 
'^taiitza, died 1537. 




VtADIMfia Anorevitch, 
died 1750. 

n 

Mari A,. married to Magnus. 
Evooxia. 


Magnus was Ion 6f Chriillan III, King of Denmark, and is known in hiftory by feveral difFerent 
appellationr. He ii fometimes ftyled King of Livonia, from his motk>foveteignty in that country j 
fometimes Duke of HoKlcin, from his iiiheripng a portion of that duchy on the deceafe of his fatiter; 
and Billiojp of jEfcl, from hi&excliaiiging his part of Holftcin for the bimoprics of j^el and Courland, 
which he fecularized. Holberg, t)ic Daoifli hiilorian, mentions a-bond for 1500 marks, whiph was fign- 
cd : ‘I We Magnus, by the grace of God, Lord oF,^«l and WiCk, Biihop of Courland, Adminittrator of 
tlie Bifhoprick.of fteval. Heir of Norway, Duke of Scblefwick, HoKtein, btornaar, and Ditmarih, Count of 
Oldenburgli and Delmcnhuril.'* Titles, .as die hidorians remark, which could qot procure him even a 
fmall I\}in of money without his bond. Holberg, rol. ii. p. 488. 
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lus new dignity, upon condition of efpoufing Maria, and paying an annual tribute to 

the Tzar. • 

Magnus, however, being oppofed by the Swedes, who raaintsuned a large army in 
livoiua, and not unanimoufly acknowledged even by the natives, was ftill only a titu¬ 
lar fovereign ; and after a fruitlefs attempt to take pofleffion of his crown, continued 
to difplay his mock dignity at Mofeow. At length, in 1577, being efcorted to Livonia 
by the Tzar, at the head of fifty thoufand troops, he obtained the town and territory 
of Wenden, the renjaiuder of the j^rovince being referved to Ruflia. 

Magnus w'as fcarcely admitted into Wenden, where he was received with great 
demonftrations of joy, than, defpifmg a precarious fovereignty, he was prevailed upon 
by his new fubjeds to form a fecret alliance with the King of Poland, and counterad 
the Tzar’s progrefs in Livonia. Ivan, apprized of this negotiation, laid immediate 
fiege to Wenden with a numerous army, and compelled the inhabitants to capitulate. 
Magnus himfclf carried the terms of capitulation, and, advancing to fupplicate the 
incenfed monarch, threw himftlf at his feet, and interceded for the town. The Tzar, 
fpurning at him with his foot*, an^ ftriking him on the face, loaded him with re¬ 
proaches for his ingratitude, and ordered him to prifon; and entering the town, his 
troops committed every fpecies of horror and devaftation. Many of the principal' 
inhabitants, retiring into the citadel, determined to defend it to the lafl: extremity j 
but perceiving all refinance fruitlefs, and expelling no quarter^ they calmly aflembled, 
received tiie facrament, and deftroyed themfelves by blowing up the citadel. Thus 
ended the kingdom of Livonia, four years aft?r it was erefted into a fotereignty. 
Magnus obtained his enlargement by paying a confiderable fum of money; and re¬ 
paired, with his confort Mary, to Pilten in Courland, where he died in 1583, in ex¬ 
treme diftrefsf. After the death of her hulband, Maria was enticed in Ruffia, and 
thrown into a nunnery, with her only daughter Eudokia J. She was never releafed< 
from her confinement," and the time of her deccafe is uncertain. The remainsi both: 
of the Queen and her daughter, were depofited in the convent of the Holy iVinityi 

In the fame church repofe the allies of Boris Feodorovitch Godufiof, who, upon this' 
demife of Feodor Ivanovitch in 1597, was raifed from a private ftation to the throne of 
Ruffia. It is a circumftance extremely favourable to a virtuous coiidUft, that a fove-- 
reign cannot commit one flagrant oftence without fufferirtg the imputation of many 
others; and that fuppofititious cruelties are always added to ads of real tyranny. This 
was the fate of Boris Godunof, who, having defervedly acquired the detellation of pof- 

• Henning, author of the Livonian Chronicle, relate* this tranfaAion more to the honour of Ivan. 
He is thus ouoted by the authors of ihe -Uiiiverfal Hillory. vol. arfitv p. 24a. •' The Tzar laid liege 

to the place, till, at the cameft requell of the citizens, Magnus, with only a few attendaiHs, went 
into the Tzar's camp, and, falling oa his knees, begged pardon for himfelf and the city, fiafilowita' no 
fooiier faw the King of Livunia thus prullrate before him. than he Uifmounted from his hurfe, and delired 
him to rife, reiuitnng him his fword, and, after reproaching him with the ingratitude of his late conduit, 
freely pardoned him and tfie city, and afTuttd them of hi, protection. At this inllant a cannon-ball from 
the cattle narrotn'ly mifled killinK the Tzar; which fo incutifrd him, that he mounted his horfe and rode 
away diredtly, fwearingby St. Nicholas, tW, for this freih inilance of perfidy, every perfon in Wenden 
ihauld fuller death. Magnus wtis then put under an. arrett in a farm-hoiiie, and obliged to lign an obliga. 
tion, by which he engaged to pay the Tzar 40,0(30 Huo^ariaii florins by the next Chvittma*, as a fatia- 
faAion for the money uken from Polubeniki j in cafe of fauiire of payment at that time, to forfeit dbiible 
the fum, and remain a prifimcr at Mofeow till the whole fltould be difehatged.” 1 have followed the princi¬ 
pal hiftotians of Sweden and <Oenmark, alfo Heidenftciu, and Oderborg, who feem to have given 'the moft 
probable account of this event, Holberg, vol. i, p. 488. 

% flctelicr’s’State of Ruflia, chap. Vi 
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tcrity by the perpetration of one crime, has beeh unjuflly branded with infamy, even for 
thofe anions which merit the higheft applaufe. 

Boris Godunof was defcended from a Tartar ancefior, who came into Ruflia in 1329, 
and, having embraced Chriftianity, affumed the name of Zachary. From Simon Go« 
dun, one of his defeendants, the family was known by the fnmame of Godunof, and 
was greatlydiftinguiflied by the elevation of the perfonage now under confideration. 

Boris, fon of Feodor Ivanovitch, a nobleman of the Ruffian court, was born in 1522, 
and in the 20th year of his age appointed, by Ivan Vaffilievitch II. to attend his fon 
Prince Ivan: being fucceffively promoted to higher offices, and obtaining additional in¬ 
fluence by the marriage of his After Irene with Feodor IvanoVitch, he was, upon that mo¬ 
narch’s fucceffion to the throne, created privy counfellor, mafter of the horfe, and in- 
vefted with the foie direction of affairs. 

Feodor dying withoutMflue, the election fell unanimoully upon Boris Godunof, who 
owed his elevation to the high opinion which all parties entertamed of his capacity and 
wifdom; to the influence of his After Irene, and to the artful manner with which he af- 
fe&ed to decline, while he was moft ambitious to poffefs, the crown. He deferved his 
elevation by his confummate abilities and popular manners; and, for his political and 
civil deportment, he is juftly ranked among the greateft ftatefmen of his age. 

Happy would it have been for himfelf and country, had he united m^eraiion and 
humanity to thefe fplcndid qualities. His perfecution of feveral noble families, who 
flood in the way of his ambitious deliras, and ftill more the aftaffination * of Demetrius, 
brands his charafler with indelible imamy. But while we admit and deteft in this in- 
flance the full extent of his guilt, let not our horror at this crime induce us to mifrepre- 
fent his moft laudable actions. Let us not aftert, with his enemies, that to turn the at¬ 
tention of the people from the ca’taftrophe of the-Prince, and to ingratiate himfelf in 
their favour by an a£l of public munificence, he purpofely fet fire to feveral parts of Mof- 
cow, that he might rebuild them at his own expence! Nor let us, with equal abfurdity 
and injuftice, accufe him of privately inviting the Khan of the Tartars to invade Ruffia, 
that he might occupy the public witn a foreign war, and acquire freih glory by repelling 
the enemy! 

We may add to the lift of his fuppofititious crimes, that he poifoned Feodor; forthe 
Tzar had long laboured under a declining ftate of health f; and, the year before his 
death, requefted a phyfician from England Even his paternal attention and un¬ 
bounded generofity towards his fubjeds during a famine, which foon after his elevation 
to the throilc defolated Mofeow, was tunied into an accufation againft him; for it was 
infinuated, that from an abfiird delicacy, he would not permit foreigners to fupply the 
Ruffians with corn,'and that he joined feveral banditti In plundering the houfes of the 
rich § ; calumnies ably and unanfwerably refUted by Muller. But the brighteft fplen- 
dour of abilities, and even the moft upright ufe of power, will not atone for the ill means 
of acquiring it; and the time arrived, when Boris paid the price for the aftaffination of 

* This is not the pil^r place to inquire vfietber Demetrius was reaNy ai&ifinat«},^ or whether be cf- 
caped ? for the crime of Boris sras the fame, whether his orders were chtried into execution, or eluded. See 
itu next chapter. 

i Fletcher fays of Feodor, that he was inclining to a dropfy. 

f As appears from a letter in the knflian archives. 

i This leport. Mi. Muller conjectures, arofe from his compcilmg the bifliops and oobks, who had a fu- 
perfluity of corn, to difpofe of it to the poor at an under price, S. ft. G. V. 
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Demetrius. The death and charader of Boris Godunpf arc thus delineated by an im¬ 
partial hiftorian *. 

The party of the pretended Demetrius increafed daily, and the Ruffians flocked to 
him from all quarters. This circumftance, joined to the inadivity of the Ruffian army, 
had fuch an effed upon Boris, that, driven to defpair, he fwallowed poifon f. He felt 
the firft effeds of the poifon at dinner, and the fymptoms were fo violent, that he had 
fcarcely time to enter into the monaftic order before he expired. According to the 
Ruffian cuflom, he changed his name from Boris to Bogolep. His deceafe happened 
on the 13th of April, or the 24th, according to the new flyle, 1605, after a reign of 
eight years and two months. 

“ It mud be allowed that his death was a great lofs to Ruffia; for if we except the 
unjuftifiable means by which he raifed himfelf to the throne, and the cruelty with which 
he porfecuted feveral illuftrious families, particularly the houfe of Romanof, he muft be 
efteemed an excellent fovereign. Ambition and revenge were his principal vices; on 
ihe contrary, penetration and fagacity, affability and munificence, political knowledge, 
diligence in the adminiftration of affairs, affiduity in introducing into Ruffia the im¬ 
provements of foreign nations, in a word, unwearied attention to promote the advantage 
of his country, and the welfare of his fubjefts, were confpicuous parts of his charafter. 
We are apt to overlook the vices of a fovereign in confideration of his princely virtues, 
and in this refpedt Boris is entitled to our efteem. When we add to thefe confidera- 
tions the long chain of calamities which fucceeded lus death, his lofs could not but be 
fenfibly felt.” 

His remains were at firft depofited in the Imperial fepulchre at Mofeow j but were 
afterwards removed to the convent of the Holy Trinity |. 


Chap. VII. — Hi/iory and Adventures of the Tzar who reigned under the Name of 

Demetrius. — Scats himfelf on the Throne, His Character — and AJfaJfmation, 
Probably the real Demetrius, 

AMONG the tombs in the cathedral of St. Michael I had occafion to mention that 
of a child, called by the Ruffians Dmitri, or Demetrius, whole intricated and contro¬ 
verted hiftory was referved for a feparate narrative. 

Ivan § Vaffdievitch II. left two fons; Feodor who* fucceeded to the throne, and De- 
metrius, an infant, who was educated at Uglitz under the care of his mother*the Tzarina 
Maria Feodorofna, and in the eighth year of his age was faid to have been affaffmated 

* Muller, S. R. G. V. p. 247. 

t Captain Margaret fays, that he died of anapoplexy. Etatde la Ruflie, p. nil. 

j For the Hiftory of Boris Godunof, fee Mulltr, S. R. G. Vol. v. p, 27 to 149. 

I I had fmiihed this chapter before the publication of L*Evrrque*s Hilloire de RuiTie. That ingenious 
author has, in hit account of the perfon who ftyled hin<felf Demetrius, advanced many plauftbie arguments 
to ftiew, that he was probably not an impoftor; and though they appear to me uiiartfwerable, and it is eafy 
to perceive that he entirely leans^o that opinion, yet he candidly concludes witii afterting, Plufieurs ob- 
jeftions quej'ai bazardeea contre I’impofluVe d*Otr£piefme pataiflent d’une grande force, je ii'ofcrai cepen- 
d.int decider la queftioii’* See Hif. de RulT. v.iii 9.276*10336. It may ferve, pcihaps, as an addi- 
tional pioof in favour of Demetrius, that two foreigners, who vifited Ruilia, both unbiaftid by national pre¬ 
judices, and without the leal! communication, ihould hold nearly the fame opinion upon fo intricate a 
fubjeft. 
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by order of Boris Godunof * •• . The real drcumftances of this aflaflination, being pur. 
pofely withheld from the public, are varioufly related: and the following particulars are 
alone unqueftionable. A body, fuppofed to be that of the young Prince, was found 
weltering in its blood; and certain perfons, confidered as the aflaffins, were inftantly 
put to death by the inhabitants of Uglitz. The account of the cataftrophe being tranf. 
mined to Mofcow, Boris Godunof, after circulating a reprt that Demetrius had, in a 
fit of phrenzy, put a period to his own life, difpatched his creatures Vaffili ShuilW and 
Cletchnin to inquire into the circumftances of his death. Having examined the body of 
the deceafed, they declared it to be that of Demetrius, and confirmed the report. 
Maria Feodorofna, accufed of grofe inattention to her fon’s fecurity, was compelled to 
aflume the veil, and confined in a convent j many inhabitants of Uglitz, who fpoke 
freely concerning the murder, were capitally puniflied; fome were imprifoned, and others 

banilhed. . ^ ^ 

Boris Godunof managed this horrid tranfaflion with fuch art and fecrecy, that fcarcely 
any fuTpicions were entertained againft him, until, thirteen years afterwards a perfon 
made his appearance under the name of Demetrius: he declared that his mother, fuf- 
picious of the attempts againft her fon’s life, had removed him from Uglitz, and fubfti- 
tuted another child, who was aflaflinated in his place j and that, being educated in a 
convent, and concealed from the knowledge of his perfecutors, he had efcapcd from 
Ruilia into Poland. Being there admitted into the fcrvice of Wiefnovitlki, a Pole of 
great diftinaion,he difcovered himfelf to that nobleman, who warmly efpoufed his caufe. 
Boris Godunof, having received intelligence of this unexpected claimant, diffeminated 
a report, that the impoftor, who aflumed the name of Demetrius, was a monk ftyled 
Gregory or Grilka Otrepief; and fpared neither threats nor bribes to obtain poffeflion 
of bis perfon. When thefe expedients failed of fuccefs, he difpatched his emiflaries into 
Poland to affaffinate him. 

Wiclnovitfki, alarmed for the fafety of his fugitive, recommended him to the protec- 
.tion of the fenator George Mnifliek Palatine of Sendomir, a nobleman of great confe- 
qu( nee in Poland. Demetrius (if I may be allowed to call him by that name) being ac¬ 
knowledged by him the rightful heir of the Ruffian throne, was foon afterwards betrothed 
in marriage to the Palatine’s daughter Marina, and, in the beginning of 1603, 
troduced to Sigifmond III. King of Poland. Being admitted to a public audience before 
the diet, he excited the compaffion of the affembly by the affeabg manner in which he 
related his adventures; and though Sigifmond and the diet regretted that the fituation of 
their country prevented them from openly feconding his pretenfions, yet they teftified 
the moft cordial attachment to his interefts, and laid no prohibition on thofe nobles 

• Muller relates from a Ruffian manufeript, tliat twelve perfons were privy to the murder, amongft 
whom were the Prince’s nurfc and her fon, who perpetrated the deed; that it was committed at mid-day 
iq the courl-yard of the palace, and that a bell-ringer, who was upon the top of an adjoining cathedral, 
faw the whole tranfaftion Petreus aferts, that the Prince was murdered during the confufion of a fire, 
purpofeJy occaGoned by one of the aflaffins. {dargaret and Gravenbuck fay that the aflaffin was fon of the 
Tzarina Maria’s fecretary ; and it is generally affirmed, that it happened at midnight.—The Riifltan au- 
tliors natui ally prefer the firft account, becaufe it was more difficult at mid day to fubftitute a child There 
is ho reafon to be (urprifed at thefe contiadidory opinions, when it is conGdered, as L’Evefque jufUy ob- 
ferves, *' que Boris fupprima tous les details ae cet horrible affaire; qu’il troropa le Tzar et le public. Le 
*' public fut doncalors malinftruit des circonflances de cet dvhnement, et le temps n’a pn y ajoflter que de 

•• nouvelles obfcun’tds. D'ailleurs, comme le dit Margaret, on obfervait eh.Rume on Iccrct fl profond fur 

toutes les affaires, qu’il etait fort difficile d’apprendre la verite de ce qu’on n’avait pas vu de fes yeux.” 
Vol. iii. p. 2z8. 

who 
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who might be difpofed to engage in his fupport. By the affiftance of his two patrons, 
Wiefnovitflci and the Palatine of Sendomir, Demetrius* entered Ruffia in the month of 
Auguft, 1604, at the head of 4000 Poles; and being foon joined by many Ruffians, par¬ 
ticularly by the Coffacs of the Don, advanced alrnolt without oppofuion to Novogorod 
Severlkoi, and routed in December an army of 40,000 men ; but was not long after¬ 
wards defeated with great flaughter, by Prince Vaffili Shuilki General of Boris Godunof. 
Eight thoufand of his followers were either killed or taken prifoners, and all his artillery 
and colours fell into the hands of the enemy ; his horfe was wountled under him, and 
he himfelf efcaped with difficulty. 

'J'his overthrow occafioned the defedion of the Poliffi troops; and Demetrius him¬ 
felf, difmayed with his lofs, would have retreated precipitately into Poland, had he not 
been diffuaded by the importunities of his Ruffian adherents; many of whom' believed 
him to be the true Demetrius, and all dreaded the vengeance of Boris Godunof. Over¬ 
come by their entreaties he continued his march, and notwithftanding his late difcomfi- 
ture, W’as foon at the head of a numerous army of Ruffians, who flocked to his ftand- 
ard from all quarters. Not only the populace, ever prone to credulity, but even men of 
the higheft birth and quality, gave credit to his pretenfions; not only the diftant pro¬ 
vinces fiipported his caufe; but the people rofe even at Mofcow, and publicly proclaimed 
that Demetrius had efcaped from hisaflaffins, and claimed allegiance as their nghtful fo- 
vereign. This infurredion was immediately quelled j but although Boris Godunof in- 
flided the fevereft punifliment upon his adherents, though thePatnarch publiftied a ban 
of excommunication againft him and his party, and though Vaffili Shuifki affirmed that 
he had himfelf examined the body of the deceafed Prince at Uglitz; yet an univerfal 
belief fpread through all" ranks, that the pretender to the throne was the real fon of 
Ivan Vaffilievitch II. 

The fudden death of Boris Godunof enfured the fuccefs of Demetrius. Feodor Bo- 
rifovitch, declared fucceflbr to his father by the Patriarch and nobles who were prefent 
at Mofcow, was deferted by the principal Generals of the Ruffian army, and by many 
perfons of diftindion. His troops at thk inaufpicious jundure were fuddenly attacked 
and defeated j and thofe who jpfcaped were perfuade^ to fwear fealty to his nval, who 
ftrengthened bjr this acceffion, advanced by hafty marches towards the capital without 
the leaft oppofition j the highways were lined with people *, the towns open^ their 
gates with every demonftration of joy, while Demetrius fupported the prepoffeffion of 
the Ruffips in favour of his birth by the aflSibilityof his demeanour, and the graceful- 
nefs of his perfon. Having publifhed a manifefto to the inhabitants of hfofcow, with 
offers of clemency and favour on thdr return to their duty, they rofe in arms, ftonned 
the place, ftrangled Feodor Borifovitch, and recognifed the title of Demetrius. On 
the 30th of June the new Tzar entered Mofcow in triumph, and took poffeflion of the 
throne with univerfal approbation. His pretenfions to the crown, as real fon of Ivan 
Vaffilievitch, were confirmed by the public teftimony of Maria Feodorofiia, whom Boris 
Godunof had imprifoned in a diftant monaftery, and whom Demetrius, at his acceffion 
releafed from her confinement. Upon her appltiach to Mofcow, on the 8th of July, he 
rode to meet her at the head of a numerous proceifion, and at the firft appearance of her 
carriage, alighted from his horfe, and ran to embrace her. The tendemefs and affec¬ 
tion which both omties difpl^ed on this interefting occafion drew tears from the fpeffca- 
tors} and the wrong expreihons of tranfport with which the Tzarina openly acknow¬ 
ledged him for her fon, feemed to confiim the reality of his imperial lineage. Soon 
after this interview he was crowned with the ufual pomp, and feemed firmly feated upon 
the throne, in the poffeffion of which he would probably have maintain^ himfelf by a 

4 ** s conformity 
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conformity to the manners of his fubje£ls, and by a prudent deference to their civil and 
religious eftablifliment. But his Uvowed contempt of the Ruffian cuftoms, and Ins public 
negled of their religious ceremonies, foon alienated the affections of his fubjeCts, and 
precipitated him from the throne as rapidly as he had afeended it. 

Margaret, who had frequent accefs to the perfon of Demetrius, has iketched his por¬ 
trait in a Ihort but lively manner. 

“ He had no beard, was of a middle ftature, and of dark complexion, his limbs were 
ftrong and nervous, and he had a wart under his right tye. lie was active, fpirited, and 
merciful, foon offended, and as foon appeafed ; liberal, ambitious, and defirous of mak¬ 
ing himfelf known to poiterity; in a word, he was a Prince who loved honour, and re¬ 
commended it by his own example 

If we ffiould allow that Margaret has concealed many of his defeCts, and placed his 
virtues in the moll advantageous light, yet the acrimony and injuftice which appears in 
many parts of the following extracts from his character, as drawn even by Muller, the 
molt candid of his opponents, will prevent impartial perfons from giving implicit credit 
to the reprefentations of his enemies. 

“ The falfef Demetrius was of a middle fize, dark complexion, and had one arm 
ffiortcr than the other. He would have been efteemed not deficient in wifdom, had he 
not been fo precipitate in his conduCt, and had he conformed his behaviour to the difpo- 
fition and temper of his fubjeCts. In Poland he applied himfelf to the ftudy of lan¬ 
guages, arts, and fciences; he converfed in Latin | and-Polilh with fluency ; he was well 
acquainted with hiftory, and particularly with that of Ruffia and the neighbouring king¬ 
doms, he was well verfed in mufic, and poffeffed other liberal accomplifliments. On 
account of his addrefs and good fortune in obtaining the crown, he was elleemed a ma¬ 
gician. Warlike exercife and hunting were his principal amufements. He had fome 
knowledge of engineering and artillery, was fond of calling cannon, and Ihot with fuch 
Ikill as to furprize the moll dexterous markfinen. He was zealous to improve the dif- 
cipline of his army, for which purpofe he would often review his troops, inltrufl; them 
in different manoeuvres, ftorm ramparts and fortifications; and as he was always fore- 
moft, and the moft eager among the affailants, was often rudely handled in the fray. 

“ Defirous to be elteemed a patron of juftice, he put to death feveral judges who 
were convided of iniquitous practices. But was not this mode of proceeding rather a 
proof of his inclination to cruelty ? and might it not arife from a defire of ftriking terror 
into his fubjefts § ? 

** His munificence, for which he has been extolled, was both extravagant and ill- 
placed ; he heaped bounties upon Polifh muficians and other minions, and drained the 
treafury by enormous expences ||. Like all voluptuaries he was fickle and impetuous. 

All 

* Mat^aret, p. 141. f S. R. G. Vol. v. p. 302, &c.' 

:{: His underitandiDg Latin has been urged againft him as a proof that he was educated by the Jefuits. 

Margaret, however, poiitively aflerts, that he yras not in the leaft acquainted with that language. 11 eil 
tres certain qui'U ne partoit nullement Latin, j* * * § cn ptiis temoigner, moint le fcavoit il lire et ecrirc. IbH 
p. 163. a 

§ A fuppofition which fhews a ftrong difpolttion in theoppofite party to nufreprefent the moft favourable 
parts of his conduS. 

II The accounts of his extravagance were grofsiy exaggerated. He is faid to have jgiven orders for a 
throne of mafty filver, fnpported by fix lions of the fame coftiy materials} andffor n footmsoi of pure gold, 
for the ceremony of bis coronation, ftudded with fix hundred diamonds, fix hundred rubies, fix hundred 
fappbires, fix hundred emeralds, fix hundred Turkilh ftones { all of a large fize, but fome of the latter 
were whig as half a pigeon's egg. It mult be remarked, that this footftool yvas already in the treafury 

when 
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All his aftions proved an extraordinary pronenefs to prefer his own precipitate refolu- 
tions to the moft prudent advice, and to adopt the ralhett meafures. His fudden eleva¬ 
tion rendered him infolent j he was fo ambitious, that even the Ruffian empire appeared 
too fmall to fatisfy his luft of dominion, and he extended his views to the reduftion of 
Turkey and Tartary. Mis ebriety and incontinence were his moft notorious vices, which 
frequently expofed him in the eyes of the public. Befides the Princefs Irene, the daugh¬ 
ter of Boris Godunof, all who pleafed him were facrificed to his defires, without the leaft 
regard to rank or age *. 

“ On his acceffion to the throne he was cafy of accefs, but gradually became fpfpicious 
of his fubjefls; he had a foreign guard, and often refufed audience to the Ruffian no¬ 
bility, when he admitted the Poles without referve. He feemed to fummon the privy- 
counfellors only for the purpofe of turning them to ridicule. If a Ruffian lodged a com¬ 
plaint againft a Pole, he could never obtain iuftice, and infult was added to injury. 
Probably this iufolence was the chief caufe of his fubfequent misfortunes ; and his fall 
would at leaft have been retarded, had he endeavoured to conciliate the affeftion of the 
principal nobles. But the circumftance which principally contributed to his lofs of po¬ 
pularity, was the little reverence which he profefled for the ceremonies of the Greek 
church. On his arrival at Mofeow he entered the two cathedrals with drums beating 
and trumpets founding j he paid no refpeft to the clergy ; he made no diftinftion 
between falls and feftivals, would neither bow nor crol's himfelf before the facred 
paintings; he profaned the church by admitting foreigners at the time of divine 
Icrvice, and ftill more by the number of dogs which followed him upon the fame 
occafion. 

“ He was not only fo much attached to the Polilh cuftoms and drefs as to prefer them 
upon all occafions ; but he even ridiculed the Ruffian manners, and in every inftance 
deviated from the examples of the Tzars his predeceflbrs. Inftead of fhowing himfelf to 
the people feldom, and only upon extraordinary occafions with a large retinue, he was 
accuftomed to traverfe the ftreets with a few fervants; he commonly rode, and, as he 
was an excellent horfeman, was generally mounted upon the moft fiery fteeds; he 
hunted frequently, had mufic at his repafts, never flept at mid-day, never bathed. Thefe 
trifling circumftances were regarded in fo ferious a light, that the omiffion of them ren¬ 
dered him the objeft of general hatred ; and it was commonly reported, that the perfon 
who could fliow fuch a diftafte for the cuftoms of his country, could never be defeended 
from the race of ancient fovereigns. It was an obvious inference, to confider the de- 
fpifer of hisfubjeSs as their enemy. Under fuch circumftances his deftrudfion feemed 
inevitable t; and yet near a year elapfed before any tumult broke out. At length his 
marriage with a foreign lady clofed the feene; and it would have been a wonder if he 
had continued any longer upon the throng.” 

Having 


when Demetrius afeended the throne, and was a prefent from the Sophy of Perfia to Ivan Valfilievitch II. 
S. R. G. Vol. V. p, 33 y. Many fiteilar ornaments employed at hia coronation had been ufed by the former 
fovermns, who were crowned with Afiatic magnificence. , . 

• Thefe parte of hia conduft were alfo greatly mifreprefented. L’Evefque afferts, with great appear¬ 
ance of probability, that thefe reports of his incontinence were not founded in truth} and particularly deniea 
that the Princefs Irene was facrificed to his defires. Vol. ili. p. 202. > 
t Muller relates an account of a match with fnow.balls between the RuiSan foldiers and Poles; when 
the latter, at the command of Demetriua, filled the fnow balb with fand and ftonea, by which the Rufliana 
(biaue Augen und blutige K«epfe bekamen} received many black eyes and bloody hcaos. Such abfurd ac- 

cufationa 
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Having in Poland betrothed himfelf to Marina, the daughter of the Palatine Mnifchck, 
he difpatched a fplendid embafly to den\and her in maniage. The efpoufals were per¬ 
formed at Cracow, and the bride having made her entry into MofcoW, accompanied 
with a lar^e fuite of Poles, was lodged in a nunnery until the iblemnization of the nup¬ 
tials ; during this interval he difturbed the devotion of the holy fifterhood with repeated 
feafts, concerts, and balls, whereby he excited public horror, as a violator of religious 
difdpline. By this infatuated behaviour he'inflamed the difaffedion of his fubjeds to 
fuch a degree, that a regular confpiracy was concerted againft hitp. The leader was 
Prince Vaflili Ivanovitch Shuilki, the fame perfon who had owed his life to the lenity of 
Demetrius, and on whom this ad of clemency had no other effed than to render him 
more cautious in his fubfequent machinations againfl: his benefador. Demetrius fre¬ 
quently received intimations from different quarters of a projeded infurredion; the po¬ 
pular odium betrayed itfelf by the moft alarming fymptoms; perfons were heard ex¬ 
claiming in the ftreets, “ The Tzar is an heretick, worfe than a Turk, and not the fon 
of Ivan Valfilievitch.” But, either from a natural magnimimity that braved all danger, 
or from the incoiifiderate levity of his chai*ader, he was mfenfible to all thefe prognoftics; 
and by obllinately perfevering in his unpopular condud, fcemed almoit to invite de- 
ftrudion. 

The infurredion broke out early in the morning on the 17th of May. The confpi- 
rators fecured the principal avenues of the city; the great bell in the Kremlin, the com¬ 
mon fignal of alarm, was tolled; and a confufed cry was fpread among the people, that 
the Poles were preparing to maffacre the inhabitants. Vaflili Shuilki, who fecretly in¬ 
flamed the public difcontents, led the way to the palace, bearing a crofs in one hand, 
and a febre in the other, accompanied by a vaft multitude armed with the firft weapons 
which chance prefented. This party, having overpowered the guards, burft open the 
gates of the palace, and rulhed towards the royal apartment. Demetrius, awakened by 
the tumult, fummoned the few guards who were immediately about his perfon, and fal- 
lying, without a moment’s deliberation, againft his aflailants, hewed down feveral of the 
foremoft: being foon overborn by numbers, he attempted to retreat into the interior 
part of the palace j but, clofely prefled by his purfuers, precipitated himfelf from a 
window into a court, and diflocated his thign with the fall. 

Being difcovered in this deplorable condition, he was re-conveyed to the palace, and 
brought before Vaflili Shuilki, who loaded him with reproaches for hisimpofture. Not 


cufation^do not meritfcrious refutation. Many idle tales arealfo gravely related againft him; and indeed every 
circumflance of his conduct was malevolently interpreted. Among the public diveriions which he gave in 
honour of his marriage, was a fire-work, in which a dragon was reprefented with three heads fpitting out 
ftames. Such a fpeaacle being uncommon in the country, affrighted the Ruffians; and it was reported 
that the Tzar had contrived it on purpofe- to alarm his fubjeds The Poles were not wanting upon this 
and all other occafions to ridicule the ignorance and firaplicity of the Ruffians, which increafed the hatred 
againft them and the fovereign who proteded them. A wooden tower was>alfo eonftruded near the city, 
M»ich, upon a certain day, was to be attacked, with a cannonade and ftormed. After the affaffination of 
ties ^etrius, Vaffili Shuilki publicly affert'ed in a manifefto, that Demetrius intended to take the opportunity, 
p. 163. ihe ftorminff of this tower prefented, of maffacring many inhabitants of Mofeow. The gates of the 
§ A fu;e to be fuddenly ftiut, the cannon to b; fired among the people, and thofe who efcaped to be hewn 
parts of hity the Coffacs and Strelitz, and the Ruffian nobles to be murdered by the Polilh troops. This ac- 
U The acmprobable in itfelf, is only fupported by the fuppofed confeffion of two Polilh nobles, to whom 
throne of mahfaid to have revealed it a d^ or twp before his affaffinatton ; but'we -may more juftly believe it 
for the ceremoncalumny, invented by ValBli Shuilki, to render the memory of his rival Inore ^ioua. See 
fapphires, fix hut. 542—34S. 

were at big as half a difmayed 
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difmayed however, with the menaces of his enemy, he perfifted * in maintaining hinifdf 
to be the real fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. and appealed to the teflimony of his mother, 
who refided in a neighbouring convent. The firmnefs and confiftency of his aflevera- 
tions made a confiderable impreffion upon many of the Ruffian foldiers, who peremp¬ 
torily declared, that they would proteft him from all injury, unlefs Maria Feodorofna 
formally renounced him as her fon. On this unexpefted declaration, Vaffili Shuiiki, 
accompanied by fome Ruffian nobles of his party, repaired to the convent, and returned 
inftantly with the following anfwer from the Priiicefs ; “ The real Demetrius was flain 
at XJglifz; the perfon who at prefent aflumes his name is an impoftor; and I vvascon- 
ftrained by menaces to acknowledge him for my fon.” On the delivery of this meffage, 
the unhappy Monarch was inflantly facriheed to the fury of his enemies. Neither was 
their vengeance appeafed by his death, but extended even to his inanimate body; it was 
pierced with repeated wounds, ftripped and expofed fpr three days to the infults of the 
populace; it was then depolited in the public charnel hoiife, and afterwards f reduced 
to afhes, from a notion that the earth would be polluted by the interment of fo unholy 
a corpfe. 

The affaffinatlon of Demetrius was followed by a general tumult; the houfes of 
foreigners were pillaged; and not only the Poles, who fell into the hands of the people, 
but even many Ruffians who wore the Polilh drels, were maffacred. Though this ftate 
of anarchy lafted only ten houi^, yet more than two thoufand perfons loft their lives. 
The dreadful feene was finally clofed by the eleftion of Vaffili Ivahovitch Shuiiki to the 
throne of Ruffia. Manifeftos J were immediately publilhed, in which the new Tzar juf- 
tified his conduff, and detailed the hiftory and fortunes of his predeceiTor, whom he 
pronounced an adventurer, whofe real name was Grilka Otrepief. He aferibes lo him 
an intention of extirpating the principal Ruffian nobility, and of introducing the Roman 
Catholic religion into Ruffia; accufes him of holding a correfpondence with the Pope 
for that purpofe; infinuates that he had even promifed to cede the provinces of Smo- 
lenlko and Severia to the King of Poland ; reprefents him as an heretic and a forcerer; 
difplays, in the moft odious colours, his averfion to the manners and cuftoms of the 
Ruffians, his attachment to foreigners, and expatiates with much art upon every part of 
his charafter which was moft likely to excite tne public abhorrenccii A few days after¬ 
wards a manifefto appeared in the name of the Tzarina Maria Feodorofna, in which 
Ihe apologizes for having owned the impoftor for her fon, and again acknowledges that 
the real Demetrius was affaffinated at Uglitz; that the impoftor, at their interview near 
Mofeow, firft accofted her alone §, and threatened her and her family, with the moft 
cruel torments, if Ihe refufed to recognize him as her offspring. 

* Mr. Mutlcr faya, aH the Rulfian writen declare, that he confefled his impofttire t hut it is certain that 
he did not; otherwise why did Vaflili Shuiflei repair to the convent to obtain the Tzarina’s declaration, 
when his own confefiion would have been fully fufiicient. 

f It feema, by other accounts, that the body was firft buried: without the city ; and that the multitude 
flocked in crowds to the place. '* * § The common people belif ved that mufic was heard in the night, and that 
fpedres were fern hovering about the place where he was buried. For thefe reaibns the body was dug up, 
and (hot from the mouth of a catftion.” Schmidt R. G. vol. i. p. $62. The anchor of the Ruflian Im- 

E oftor alfo writes,^ ** The people dug up hia poor careafe out of an obfeure grave, and after a repetition of 
arbarities upon him, they burnt the body, and fcattered the aflies in the air,” p. 125. 

Mr. Muller found tnefe manifeftos-iR the archives of Tiherdin. S. R. G.347 364,366 

§ Habe mit irh geredit ohne dafs jemand von den Boiarne, oder andern Leuten, dabey feyn. dioerfem 

S. R G. vol. V. p. 367. Margaret, outhe contrary, who was probably prefent at this intervi,-,/, fays 
exp.efsly, ** apris conferences d*uu quart d'heui, m pnfence Je tout let aotkt et de teute dt la ville, &c; 
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All thefe allegations, however^ thus urged againftthepretenfions of Demetrius, could 
not eft’ace the prepoffeffions entertained by the generality of the Ruffians in favour of 
his imperial defeent. A freffi infurreftion was hourly expedled, and fome tranfieht 
tumults took place, in which Vaffili Shuilki narrowly efcaped deftruftion. In this cri¬ 
tical ftate of affairs he had recourfe to an expedient, for the purpofe of appeafmg the 
public fufpicions. A rumour being fpread, that the body of the young Prince, formerly 
murdered at Uglitz, had performed miracles, a deputation of feveral biffiops and nobles 
was difpatched to take up the hallowed corpfe from the fepulchre, and to traniport it to 
Mofeow. 

“ Upon opening the tomb,” relates Muller from the Ruffian archives, “ an agreeable 
odoUr filled the whole church; the body was uncorrupted, and the very clothes entire; 
one of his hands gral'ped fome nuts that were fprinkled with blood, and which the young 
Prince had been eating at the inftant of his affaffination. His relics were carried in 
great ftate to Mofeow: on their approach to the city they were met by Vaffili Shuilki, 
the widow of Ivan Vaffilievitch II. and a large concourfo of people, and depofited with 
much folemnity in the cathedral of St. Michael. During the proceffion, many troubled 
with various diforders were miraculoufly reftored to health: after the body was placed 
in the cathedral, thirteen fick perfons declared themfelves relieved of their complaints 
by the interpofition of the faint, and the fame number were healed on the enfuing 
day 

Let us contraft this account with the relation of the oppofite party. 

** On the 4th of June a difpute concerning Demetrius arofe between the Strelitz and 
the people, who afferted that he was not an impoftor. The Tzar and the boyars cry 
out. The people fhall have occular demonftration, that the true Demetrius was killed at 
Uglitz ; his body is now removing to Mofeow, and has performed many ftupendous 
miracles. The boyars procured a poor man's child, about thirteen years of age, cut its 
throat, and having committed it for a few days to the ground, conveyed it to Mofeow, 
(howed it to the people, and declared that this was the true Demetrius, whofe body, 
although long interred, was ftill uncorrupted, which the foolifli multitude believed, and 
were appeafed t-” 

The reader will judge which of thefe two accounts is moft likely to be true. 

With refpeft to myfelf, I.fhall only add, that having endeavoured to examine the hif- 
tory of the Tzar Demetrius without prejudice or partiality, I am ftrongly inclined to 
believe that he was not an impoftor, but the real perfonage whofe name he affumed |. 

Chap. 

• S. R. G. vol. V. p. 371. f Payerne in Schmidt Ruff. Geff. vol. i. 3^4. 

^ I'or the hiftery of Demetrius, fee Petreius Mofcov Cbron. Margaret’s Eftat. de la Ruflie, p.'iS and 
19. Ill— 175. Payerne in Schmidt. Ruff. Gef vol. ii. and particularly Muller’s S. R. G.vol. v. p. 181 
to 380. That ingenious author has drawn together, in one point of view, the principal events of this 
troublefome a;ra, and has reconciled, as much as pollible, the contradidcory accounts of the different writ¬ 
ers : and though he has adopted the Ruffian prejudices, yet he has given the arguments of the oppofite 
party with as much candour as could be expcAed from an author who wrote in Ruffia. 

Since the publication of this chapter, the death of Muller allows mc£o declare (what delicacy at that 
time prevented me from afferting) his full conviction that the Tzar was the real Demetrius. *' As his 
impouure.” he fald *' is an article of faith, I f'ould not venture to publlfti my real opinion in this country. 
But in perufing my account with attention, you will perceive that the arguments which I have advanced in 
favour of the impoffure, are weak and inconclufive.*' He added, fmiling, ‘i If you write' on the fobjeft, 
refute me with freedom; but do not mention my confeffion during my lik-time.” He then related a con* 
verfatioD with the Emprefs on this fubje&, when fhe was at Mofeow. " I am informed,” file faid, *' that 
you doubt whether Grifka was an Impoftor; tell me freely what is yeur opinion Mutter refpeAfully 
evaded the queftion ; but being ftill farther preffed, replied, ” Your Majefty is well acquainted that the 
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Chap. VIII.— Q/* the Princefs Sophia Alexi^tia.—Mifreprefeniation of her Chara^ldr .— 
Ju/iijication of her Condu^.-—Her Fall and Imprifonment.—Unjujlly accufcd of attempt- 
ing to ajfqffinate Peter.—She ajfumes the Veil.—Her Death, 

SCARCELY any portion in the annals of this country is more important than the 
minority of Peter t^e Great j and no charafter more grofsly mifreprefented than that 
of his lifter Sophia Alexiefna, who governed Rulfia during that period. This illuftri- 
ous Princefs united many perfonal and mental accompliihments; but as Ihe headed a 
party in oppofition to Peter, the idolatry univerfally paid to him has contributed to 
diminilh the luftre of her adminiftration. 

I was led into thefe reftedions from a vifit which I paid to the Devitchei nunnery in 
the fuburbs of Mofcow, w'here Sophia was confined during the laft feventeen years of 
her life; and as we have fcarcely any knowledge of her charafter but through the me¬ 
dium of her adverfaries, I fhall throw together a few particulars, which induce me to 
judge favourably of her conduit *. 

Sophia 


body of the true Demetrius is dcpofited in the cathedral of St. Mich.rel; that he is adored as a faint, and hit 
relics perforin miracles. What will become of thefe relics fhould Griika be proved to be the real Deme¬ 
trius V’ ’* True,” returned the Emprefs, fmiling, *' but let me know what would be your opinion if thefe 
relics did not exilt Muller, however, ilill prudently declined giving a direct anfwer, and the Emprefs 
urged him no farther. 

This confeilion of Mr Muller, who was the moil able advocate of the opinion, that the Tzar was an 
impoflor, might perhaps render it unnectlTary to reprint the remaining part of the chapter, which was 
principally employed in refuting his arguments; but for the iatisfaflion « the reader, who may wiih to fee 
the ilatements on both fides of thequeilion, it is-inferted in the Appendix. 

* Three foreign writers have principally contributed to render the charaAer of Sophia extremely odious. 

I. The irll is Gordon, in his V Dje of peter the Great." But his teftimony is extremely exceptionable, 
as well on account of his partiality to Peter, as becanfe he was prejudiced aninft Prince Vaffili Galitzin, 
Sophia’s prime miniiter, for having degraded his relation and patron General Patrick Gordon. See Korb 
Diarium, p. Zi6. ^ 

?.. The fecond author is La Neuville, in his ” Relation de la Mofeo'vie" who dignifies himfelf with the 
title of Envoy from the King of Poland to the court of Mofcow, ond is generally fuppofed to have been 
refident in that city at the time of Sophia’s fall. His authority, therefore, is deemed unqueftionable, and 
the enemies of this Princefs have not failed to cite it in proof of their accufations. Any perfon, however, 
in the leaft converfant with the hiitory of lluilia, will perceive in this work the groifeft contradiAions, and 
the moft abfurd tales. The author, after loading the charaAer of Sophia with mure deceit and cruelty than 
ever difgraced a Tiberius, or a Csefar Borgia, affeAs the moft perfeA knowledge of the fecret cabals be¬ 
tween her and Prince Galitzin: be afierts their intention of manying, of re-nniting the Greek and Latin 
churches, of compelling Peter to afiume the monadic habit, or, if that failed, of adadinating him, of de¬ 
claring the children of Ivan illegitimate, and of fecuring the throne to themfelves and their h«rs. And as 
if this chimerical prqeA was fure of fuccefs, he adds, Prince Galitzin had ilill further views: he hoped, by 
re-uniting‘ Rulfia to the Roman catholic church, to obtain the Pope's permiffion (if he fliould furviye So¬ 
phia) to appoint his fon fuccedbr to the throni;, in preferen.'e to thofe whom he Ihoqld have by the Princefs, 
while his wife was alive. But fuch abfurd accounts cany their own refiitation, and the writer who retaili' 
them muft furely deferve no credit, even fhould he be Ic temoin occulaire,” as Voltaire ftyles him, de, 
ce qui fe pads.” But the truth is, this envoy to Mofcow,is« feppofititious perfon: the author was Adrien 
Baulet, who Ay led himfelf de la Neuville, from a village of that name, in which he was bom, and was never 
in Rulfia. The •* Relation dt la Mefeovie," was publimed at the Hague in 1699 ; and was probabjy com- 

£ iled by thfnuthor from the vague accounts of tome of Pact’s adherents, who in 1697 aceempaniM that 
lonarcn into HoUand. 

In Menkcni Bibliotheca, La *' Relation dt la Mofeovie" it mentioned among the wwki of Adrien BailiA, 
for an account of whom, fecNiceron, « Hommet Imfiru }” article Ad. Baillct. 
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Sophia was bora in O&ober, 1658. Her father, Alexey Michaelovitcfa, was twice 
oiarried} by his firft wife Maria Ilinitchra, of the fitmily of Milolaffki, he had Feodor, 
Ivan, and feveral Princeifes, among whom was Sophia; and Peter the Great by his 
fecond wife Natalia Kirllofna, of the family of Nariiktn. During Maria’s life, her family 
enjoyed confiderable influence} but after her deceafe, and upon Alexey's marriage with 
Natalia, thdr power was eclipfed by the fuperior afcendaacy of the Narilkins. Hence 
two parties were formed at court, and perpetual quarrels took place between the chil¬ 
dren of Alexey by his flril wife, and their flep-mother Natalia. During this period, 
Ivan Michaelovitch Milolafiki, the head of that family, endeavoured fecretly to under¬ 
mine the Nariikins: he attributed to theirinfluence the increafe of the taxes, and the 
delay in paying, the ttfoops, and reproached them as the authors of all the grievances 
'which were urged againfl: the government of Alexey. By thefe and other artifices he 
laboured to render them unpopular; and having gained a large body of Strelitz *, 
waited for a favourable opportuni^ to execute his defigns f. On the acceflion of Feo¬ 
dor, his relations, the family of Milolafiki, re-aflumed their importance, and the Narif- 
Idns were excluded from alt lhare in the adminiftration of affairs. 

Sophia gained the affe£l:ion of her brother Feodor, by the fuperiority of her under- 
ftanding, inlinuating addrefs, and unwearied attention during his long illnefs. To her 
the Tzar, whofe infrmities rendered him unfit to govern, refigned the direction of af¬ 
fairs, and at her fuggeftion, placed his foie confidence in Prince Vafflli Galitzin, a noble¬ 
man who had ^eatly diftinguifhed himfelf under the reign of Alexey Michaelovitch, for 
his political abilities. 

Feodor dying without iffue, April 1682, Ivan his brother, and rightful heir of the 
throne, was excluded from the fuccelfion on account of his incapacity, and his half- 
brother Peter declared Tzar. In regard to this event, the partizans of Peter endea- 
voured to eftablifh two politions: 1. That he was raifed to this dignity in confequence 
of Feodor’s exprefs appointment; and 2. By the unanimous voice of the nation. 

With refped to the firil pofition, the nomination of Peter |; when we confider that 
Feodor was governed by Sophia and his own ffimily, it is not probable, that he Ihould 
aft in dired oppofition to their intereffs; and enfure, by the nomination of Peter, the 
adminiftration of af&irs to the Nariikins. This flate of the cafe has been lately effab- 
lilhed by a Ruffian hiftorian §, who informs us, from the authority of authentic records 
that Peter did not owe his elevation to any declaration of Feodor in his favour, but to 


3. Voltaiie has contributed more than any other writea to fpread reporta injoriooa to Sophia; but the 
truth of hia narrative of her rife, adminiftration, and fall, ia liable to the flrongeft obje£lions: he draws 
many fads, urged againft Sophia, from the work of the f^uppofed Polifti envoy. La Nenville, which has 
been ihown to be of no authority, and extrads the remainder almoft folely from certain memoira, which 
were tranfmitted to him by order of the Emprefi Elizabeth, Peter's daughter. 

But the violent prepolTeifiona conceived againft the memory of this unfortunate Princefs begin to fubfide. 
Muller has ventured to juftify her charader in fomc inftancea j the author of the '* Amit^ote to the .‘Vbbe 
de Chappe's Jfiurney into Siberia,” fpeaks of her in a favourable manner} and L’Evefque has evidently 
fliown, that her charidar baa been grofdy mifrrprefentcd. I had already finilhed this chapter, at well as 
the la^ before his hiftory made ita wpearance, and though the arguments of that judicious hiftorian had no 
i^re in forming, they certainly confirmed my opinion in favour of Sophia. 

* The Ruffian repmentt of guards were called Streh'tz, or Streltfi, until they were fuppreiTed, and the 
name abolilhed by Peter the Great, 
t SumorokoPt Aufruehr der Strelitzen, P* 4* ^ 

^ ” Feodor avant d’ezpirer, voyant que Ion frere Ivan, trap difgneid de h aatnre, dtait^ftcapablc de 

Kgner, nommaponr heritier des Rimet fon fecond frere Pierre,” fee. VoUure. 
f Prince Shcrehatof. See Bach. Ruff. Bib. vol. v. p. 50a. 
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the fuffrages of thofe perfons in whom the right of nominating the AicceiTor was 
veiled. . * 

In regard to the fecond poiition, the unanimity of Peter’s eleftion ; Muller, wh» 
has explored the Ruffian archives with a view of afcertaining this point, can fupply us 
with no better proofs than the following informadon *; 

** Soon after the death of Feodor, all the fervants of the court, the officers, and 
ecclefiaftics, who were then at Mofcow, aflembled in the palace and court-yard to kifs 
the hand of the deceafed Monarch; after which ceremony they alfo kiffed the hands of 
the two Princes Ivan and Peter, the former of whom was fixteen, and the latter ten 
years of age. The ill health of Ivan, the hope&l appearance of Peter, and thf well- 
known prudence and virtue of his mother t, induced all who were prefent to prefer the 
younger to the older brother, and unanimoufly to raife Peter to the throne. The 
ailoniihing quiet and unanimity with which this important affair was accompliihed, 
feems to prove, that it was preconcerted by the Patriarch and principal nobility. The 
Patriarch Joachim defcended from a noble family, was at the head of this tranfaftion. 
1 he principal courtiers, ecclefiaftics, nobles, officers, merchants, and a great concourfe 
of people being aflembled before the imperial palace, he demanded of them whom they 
would nominate 'Izar, Ivan or Peter; the queftion v/as extremely unufual^ but, being 
juftified by the circumftances, was answered in favour of Peter. Probably the party of 
Ivan did not forefee that a younger prince, who was a minor, would be preferred to his 
elder brother.; and were therrfore not prepared to make any oppofttion to the appointment of 
Peter. 

Two contradiflory accounts of this nomination are given in two of the moft authen¬ 
tic records in the archives of Mofcow. ITie firft informs us that Ivan, as the eldeff, 
publicly renounced his right to the crown, before it could be conferred upon Peter; the 
fecond makes no mention of this renunciation, but afcribes the appointment of Peter to 
the general wiflies of the nation.** 

The firft record in the office for forrign affairs thus relates the tranfaflion; 

** And the Patriarch Joachim, and the metropolitans and archbiifhops, and all the 
clergy, and the Siberian and Kaffimprian princes, and the Boiars and Okolnitlhi, and 
the Doumnie-Dbdu, and the Stolnics and Straeptftu, and the nobifity of Mofcow,'and 
the Shilitfi, and the nobles from the country, and the foldiers and Gofti, and the mer¬ 
chants and people, entreated the Winces, Ivan and Peter, that one of them would pleafe 
to afcend the hereditary throne of Ruffia,” &c. And the Tzarovitch Ivan Dud, ** It 
being advantageous for the public that my brother the Tzarovit^ and Great-duke 
Peter fhould amend the throne of Ruffia, hecaufehit mother the Tzar^ Natalia is alive: 
I, therefore, the Tzarovitch and Greabduke Ivan, refign the throne to the Tzarovitch 
and Greabduke Peter. And the Taan and Great-duke Peter afcended the throne.** 
According to the other record, whtdh is in the Journal of Occurrences at court: 

** The Patriarch demands of the perfons afl^bled for the nomination of the new 
Sovereign, whom they would elefl, Ivan or Peter. And the Stolnics and Straptlfai, and 
the Nobles, and the Diaki, and the. Shilitfi, aud the DietiboirafluV and the Gufti, and 
the merchants, and the ocher people of different ranks, anfwered unanimoufly, that the 
throne of all the kingdoms of the great Ruflnm empire belonged to Peter Alexievitch; 
then the Patihurch addreffed the Boiars, Okolnitflii, privy councellors, and principal 
• 

* Von Peter’s det Groflia erftem Oalangung zum Thron. in Jour Pet. for 17S0. 
f This Princeili was then icaroely twenty-four yeara of age, and had given no proofs of prudence and 
wifdom. L’Evefque mqre jttftly ftyles her jcune princefle qui n’avoit pu faire encore aucune 
reputation.” 

perfons 
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perfons belonging to the court; and the Boiara, &c. anfwered unanimoufly,,The Tza-, 
rovitch and Great-duke Peter is,-by. the choice of all the ftates and people of the Muf- 
covite empire. Tzar and Great-duke of all Great, Little, and White Ruflia.” 

We may remark upon thefe extraQs, that being compiled by the friends of Peter,^ 
even if they did not contradift each other, their authority would be exceedingly excep-* 
tionable; nor could their filence, with refpefl: to any oppofition, be confidered as a fuf* 
ficient teftimony that the fuft'rages in favour of Peter were unanimous; becaufe his ad¬ 
herents would never record any particulars tending in the fmalleft degree to invalidate 
his pretenfions, or fupport thofe of Ivan. Befides, when we recolle'ft the power of the 
family of Milolaffld during the reign of Feodor, the influence which Prince Vaflili Ga- 
litzin muft have acquired from his office of prime minifter, and particularly the infinu- 
ating manners and popularity of Sophia, (all of whom were bound, not only by the 
ftrongeft ties of intereft, but even for their common fecurity, to fupport the caufe of 
Ivan,) it is not probable, that the nomination of Peter was as unanimous as it is repre- 
fented. And indeed it is certain ♦, that a nobleman, named Sumbalof, objeded to the 
validity of the eleftion, becaufe the younger brother was preferred to the elder; that his 
remonftrance was followed by thofe of many others, and that even the Patriarch Joa¬ 
chim, who is efteemed by MulleV a ftrong advocate of Peter, foon afterwards embraced 
the party of Ivan : thefe circumftances feem to imply that Peter was not raifed to the 
throne by the unianimous voice of the nation ; but that the fuffrages of the affembly had 
been furprized by the fecret machinations of the Narifkins. 

Peter, however, by whatfoever means his nomination was obtained, received as foie 
Sovereign, the fealty of his fubjefts; and the government was entrufted to his mother 
Natalia. But the party in oppofition to Peter was ftrong and powerful; his eleflion 
was not as yet confirmed by the whole bo(^ of Strelitz, who, to ufe the fpirited expref- 
fion of a Ruffian author,, poffefled above fourteen thoufand armed votes!» and their 
peculiar fituation at this important juncture rendered them fit inftruments of a new 
revolution. 

Juft before Feodor’s demife, nine of thefe regiments, quartered at Mofeow, having 
tumultuoufly affembled, demanded redrefs of ill-treatment received from their colonels, 
and an inftant difeharge of all their arrears. Prince George Dolgorucki, their chief, 
having ordered one of the ringleaders to be feized, ftripped, and puniflied with the 
knoot, an immediate infurreSion was the confequence j the executioners were infulted, 
and the prifoners refeued |. On the day fubfequent to the interment of Feodor, the 
fcldiers proceeded in a large body to the Kremlin, and prefented a petition againft nine 
of their colonels, who being delivered to them bj[ the minift^, were publicly whipped 
and difeharged §. Ivan Milolaflki inflamed the difeontents of this mutinous body, and 
though confined to his chamber by a pretended .ficknefs, contrived to hold feveral inter¬ 
views with the, ringleader, who affembled at night in his palace. Sophia is alfo accufed 
of being prefent at thefe meetmgs,of diftributing money to the principal iafurgents, and 
of exafperating them againft the family of Nari&in. Qn the morning of the 15th of 
May, a report bbing fpread that Peter was not unanimoufly elefted, the drtuns beat to 
arms by order of Ivan Milolaffld, and the Strelitz bring tunMiltuoufly affembled, two 
perfons of his party entered their quarters, crying, “ The hour of vengeance is at hand, 
Ivan Alexievitch is affaffinated, and, the Narifkins are mafters of Ruffia; revenge the 
murder of the Tzarovitch.” The foldiers, inflamed to fury by thefe exclamations, 

• Sumbrokof, p. 55—57. t 1419® bewaffiaete ftiramo. Samorokof, p. rp. 

t Gordon, p. jo, J Gordon, p. 7a. j and Voltaire,/ 
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marched with drums beating and colours flying to the Kremlin, tolled the great bell, 
furrounded the palace, and demanded the aflaflins of Ivan. Although the Tzarina im> 
mediately produced both Ivan and Peter j yet the infurgents were not appealed, but 
vehemently required the execution of the Nafifkins. Their fury was ftill further aug¬ 
mented by a tumour induftrioufly circulated, that Ivan Narlfkin, the brother of fhe 
Tzarina, had feized the diadem and royal robes. In the midft of this tumult, one of 
the officers ventured to harangue, the foldiers; he affured them, that Ivan Alexiavitch 
was in perfedl fafety j that all their grievances ftould be redrefled, and exhorted them 
to difperfe. This harangue feemed to make a fenfible impreffion, and the tumult was 
fubfiding; when Prince Dolgorucki imprudently threatened them with the fevereft 
puniffiment for their mutiny and rebellion; inflamed by this ill-timed menace, they 
leized the Prince, hurled him into the air, received him upon their pikes, and hewed 
his body to pieces. This aflaflination was the prelude to a more general maffacre; which 
continued during three days without intermiflion. Not only the two brothers of the 
Tzarina, and a few others moft obnoxious to the infurgents, fell vidims to their fury, 
but feveral perfons, by no means unpopular, were facrificed amidft the general confu- 
fion, and Mofeow underwent a general pillage. 

To clofe this horrid feene, the principal nobles aflembl^d on the 18th of May, and, 
by a compromife between the two parties Ivan and Peter were declared joint Sovereigns; 
but as Ivan was incapable of governing, and Peter in his minority, the adminiftration o£ 
affairs was vefted in the hands of Sophia. Hence conclufions were drawn unfavourable 
to that Princefs: fhe was accuied of having maintained a fecret intelligence with the 
ringleaders of Strelitz, of exciting them by falfe reports to revolt, of ordering money 
and fpirituous liquors to be diftributed among the foldiers, and even of delivering them 
a lilt * of forty nobles whom (he had proferibed. All her adions are malignantly in¬ 
terpreted : when Ivan Narilkin was led to execution, fhe publicly accompanied the 
Tzarina and Patriarch to intercede for his life, placed the image of the Virgin Mary in 
his hands to (lop the fury of the Strelitz, and endeavoured, though in vain, to footh his- 
affaffins f- They who judge unfavourably of her conduft, fay, that this compaflion was 
only feigned ; and that fhe fecretly inftigated* his affaffination, though fhe outwardly 
afleded to intercede J. Upon this fuppofition, the whole conduft of Sophia implies fuch 
a deep-laid fcheme of hypocricy, artifice, and revenge, as feems rather adapted to a po¬ 
litician grown grey in iniquity, and long pradiied in the arts of fedition, than to a Prin- 
cels like Sophia, only in the twenty-fifth year of her age. 

But the caufes which led to this revolution, may be ti*aced from feveral evj^nts in the reign 
of Alexey Michaelovitch, long before Sophia had the lead influence in political affairs, and 
particularly from the domefUc feuds in the imperial family. It appears alfo that the firfl; 
infurreQion of the Strelitz was cafual; occafioned by the arrears of pay, and the unpopu¬ 
larity of the colonels, and cannot, with the leaft degree of probability, be imputed to the 
intrigues of Sbphia; therefore fhe can only be accufed, even by the moft malignant in¬ 
terpretation of her conduft, of availing herfelf ef that mutiny to procure the eledionof 
Ivan. But there is furely a wide difference between afferting the injuftice of his exclu- 
fion from the throne •, or, ^nder the mafk of moderation and candour, inflaming to 

■ ’% 

* '“Enfin, Sophie,’* fays Voltaire, “ fait remettre entre leurs mains one lifte de quarante feigneurs qu’elle 
appelle'leurs enemis, et ceux de I’Etat et qu*ifs doivenc maflacrer.” 1 cannot give credit to this lift of forty 
nobles, which Voltaire compares ‘‘auxpiofcriptlons de Sylla et des triumvirs de Rome.” Wioevcr will 
attentively perufe the account of the enfuing maffacre in Gordon, or even in Voltaire, will find that the 
fury of the Strelitz, except againll the Nariftins, was more ditefted by chance than by deftgn. 

f G<S:don,. p. 8l. • I bumorckof. 
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madnefs the fury of a difaifeded foidiery, and calmly leading them from alTaffination to 
aflallination *. * . 

3 ut is it not more reafonable to fuppofe, that Ivan Milolaflki, who had, during the 
reign of Alexey Michaelovitch, formed a party againfl: the Narilkins, ihould take ad¬ 
vantage of the {edition of the Strelitz, with whom he had long entertained a fecret in¬ 
telligence; and that Sophia was the oftenfible inflrument of hisdefigns? In a word, 
that (he was raifed to the regency by the cabak of a powerful party, who forefaw their 
own ruin in the nomination of Peter; and who, in the' midit of an infurredion, held 
forth to this licentious body the unalienable rights of Ivan. Examples were not wanting 
to prove that the incapacity of Ivan was no bar to his eledion: a memorable inllance 
was exhibited in the perfon of Feodor Ivanovitch, who, notwithllanding his irabodlity, 
was raifed to the throne, and a regency entrufted with the adminiltration of affairs f. 
It muft alfo be confider^, that Peter, then only in his eleventh year, had not difpbyed 
any inftances of that vaft fuperiority of underflanding, which afterwards marked his 
charader; and that his mother, who was to fway the reins of enijiire, was a perfon of 
no experience, and extremely unpopular. Nor is it matter of furprize that the care of 
Ivan and the adminiltration of government ihould be committed to Sophia. The vic¬ 
torious family would naturally choofe a regent devoted from intercil and inclination 
to thdr party; a perfon of imperial lineage, popular manners, refpedable charader, 
and great abilities; all thefe requilites centered in Sophia. 

However authors may have cenfured the ambitious defigns of Sophia; they una- 
nimoufly concur in delineating her engaging manners, the beauties of her perfon J, the 
vigour and wifdom of her adminiftration, and her extendve plans for the advantage of 
her country. 

Sophia repofed her principal confidence in Prince Vafllli Galitzin, commonly known 
by the name of the Great Galitzin, a moK able minifter and confummate politician. 
The fcandalous chronicle of thofe times, or rather of a later period, attributed her oar- 
tiality to a fofter paflion, though he was above fixty years of age; and her enemies 
have not even fcrupled to declare $, that Ihe had formed the plan of aflalfinating the 
two Tzars, ufurping the throne, and efpouling Prince Galitzin, who was to obtain a 
divorce from his wife. 

Sophia Q has been alfo accufed not only of negleding the education of Peter, but of 
introducing him into the company of the mod profligate young men, and encouraging 

* « Tandii que let Strelitz commen^ient lu'nfi a fe ftire craindre, la PiinceiTe Sophie, jui let mimah fnu 
maait pour kt eenduire dt crime tu crime,** &c. Voltaire. 

f S. R. G. vol. i. p. 19. 

Weber, the Hanoverian envoy at St. Peteriburg in the beginning of tbit century, ftyt of Sophia. 

the Tzar wat frequently heard to declare, that, excepting her inordinate ambition, (he wat a Princeft of 
great perfonol and mental accompliihmenta.’’ Ver. voL 1 . n. 143. . -V oltaire clofet a fpirited por¬ 

trait ay faying, " une j%vre ogriabk rdevoit tout fet talent.*' Ferry deferibea her, at the time of the re¬ 
volution, at a bandfmt young lady, then upwardt of twen^-three. He came into RuiHa in tyoz, two 
yean before her death; and though be never faw her himfeU, on account of her imprifonment, mull have 
known many who had been Mrfonally acauainled with her. Ferry’a State of Ruflia, p. 143.——-Sumoro. 

kof fayt of her, that (be poueffed a good underftanding and great btautg, p. lo.- .M any other aothort 

might be quoted to the lame puipofe, but at there ia nothing which party.malice will not invent to depre¬ 
ciate an obnoziottt chanAer, the fuppoCtitioba Poliih envoy,Xa NeuvSIe, hat mlfreprefentedher perfon at 
much at her conduA t *• Sophie dont Pefprit A le merite ne tienneat rien de h digtrnutedefm torpt, etant 
ePunegrojftur nanjlrtuft, avee wie tite krgt eoumt m h^eoft, du pml o» vifage, dee ht^ am jamite Se ao moins 
40 ana; mait autant ^ fa^ teulb tjl huge, emrie, fit gr^ffbn^ autant fon efprit eft on, iaie A politique; A 
tant avoir jamaia Ifl Macluavcl, die pomde naturdlement toutei let maxiroet,** Ac. 151. 

§ Gordon, p. 86. il <Vo}tfire. 
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his propenfity to every fpecies of excefs which might enervate his frame, weaken his 
underftanding, and render him averfe to bufinels. This* calumny, however, has been 
amply refuted by Muller *, who has (hewn, from unquefttonabie authoiity, that Ivan 
and Peter had two difierent courts; the education of Peter was foidy entrufted to his 
mother; and if improper perfons w'ere placed about him, the blame mud fall upon her, 
and not upon Sophia. With refpefl; to his propenfity to drinking, that vice was ex¬ 
tremely common in Ruffia,* and Prince ValTilit Galitzin was as remarkable for his 
fobriety’as the iavourijes of Peter, Le Fort and Boris Galitzin, were notorious for in¬ 
temperance. “ Le Fort,” fays a writer who was in Livonia when the Tzar and his 
fuite paffed through that country in his fird journey to Holland, ** is a man of good 
underdanding; very perfonablc, engaging, and entertaining; a true Swifs for probity 
and bravery, but chiefiy for drinkmg. Open tables are kept every where, with trumpets 
and mufic, attended with feafting and excefitve drinking, as if His Tzariih Majefty had 
been another Bacchus. I have not yet feen fuch hard drinkers; it is not poflible to 
exprefs it, and they boaft of it as a mighty qualification 

Thus it appears that Peter had examples of intemperance in his own houfehold; and 
it cannot be luppofed that Le Fort was the creature of .Sophia. The evident falfehood 
of fuch virulent accufations fhould induce us not to credit other calumnies; particularly 
the charge that ihe attempted to deftroy,Peter by poifon, which, though it failed of its 
intended efie£l, difordered his conflitution, and occafionally produced melancholy and 
defpair bordering on madnefs. This report took its rife from his pronenefs to epileptic 
fits i a diforder common in bis family, which gradually diminilhed as he grew Wronger, 
but never entirely forfook him. Before an attack, the natural vehemence and favage- 
nefs of his temper broke out with redoubled violence, and rendered him the terror of 
all who approached hhn. 1 he inveterate rancour with which the enemies of Sophia 
have calumniated her memory, is in no infiance more evident than from their ab- 
furdly imputing the brutal ferocity of Peter to the effe^ls of poifon which ihe admi- 
niftered §. 

But it is time to trace the principal caufes of her fall. Sophia, to whom Ivan fur- 
rendered the direflion of affairs, aifuroed fome exterior marks of homage, which feena 
to have been hitherto appropriated only to the fovereigns of Ruflia. While the heads 
of her two brothers were imprefied on one fide of the coins, her image, arrayed with 


• Journ of St Ptt. Mar. 177E, p l68» 160. 

lialii/.tii was the only man of quality in Rn0ia who could entertain, without fotcing }ii& company to 
drink to rsetfs. Brandy, (he liquor which flowed at every other table, wasfeldom ften at his, who never 
drank any bimiclf, but took much delight in rational and ingenious converflittbn.*' 

, Mottley's Life of Peter. 

X Account of Livonia, p. 1913. 

§ ** II prenoit qoelquefois des aeces d’humeur ehagrine, ou il femUait frappd de I’tdee noire qu’on vou* 
Mit attenter a fa perfunne, et on fti amis lea plut familiers craighaient fes emportemens Ces acces 
etaibnt on beste fatal bo poison. qjr’iL iib$vt os son amnitieosb soevb Sophie. Onencon- 
naiflait Papproche a certains mouvemtnt tenyutfift defa buuhi. L’Imperatrice dtait avertie. . bile venait lui 
parler | le fon de «tte voix le calmait a I'inUant. EOe le faifait afifeoir, et s'emparait en le cajolant de fa 
t^te, qu’elle gtattait doBcement. t^’dtait comme un ehume, qui Pqffoupljpui en pen de minutes. Four ne 
pas troubler ton femmdl, elle foutenait fa tdte fur fon lein, finale rdmueV pendant deux ou troie btures. Alort 
il fe reveillait, entierement raffis et rdmis, an lieu qu’avant qu’elle cilt dtudid cette maniere fl fimple de le 
foulsger, ces aceds' etaient la terreur de cenz quiPapprochaieat, aiant cauTS, dit on, quciques maiheura, et 
itant fuivi de maux de tiu afrAtx, qui duraieni deejmandes entieres** Baffeviis In Buf H M ix. p 204. 
btraiige cfftdls of poifon given in his idflincy. Tnofe who have been ufed to fee peifons in epileptic nts, 
will eafily difcqyer all the tfleSs of that diforder from the whrds in Italica. BUhop Burnet faya, ** he waa 
fuljedl to convulfive motions all over his body, and his head feemedto be affedted with thefe.” 
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the crown, fceptre, and imperial robe, was ftamped upon the reverfe j in the public afls 
her name was added to the fignature of the two Tzars*, and Ihe appeared in procef- 
lions decorated with all the enfigns of royalty f; circumftances which gave umbrage to 
the rival family, and afforded a fpecious pretence for inveighing againft her ambitious 
defigns. 

Peter, as he advanced in years, and felt himfelf born for empire, beheld with diffatis- 
fa^tion the power lodged in the hands of a rival party : encouraged bv his mother and 
her adherents, he claimed a lhare in the adminiftration, and took his l^t, for the firft 
time, in the privy council, on the a5th of January, 1688, in the eighteenth year of his 
age. Sophia, though unwilling to refign any part of her authority, could not withhold 
her confent; but as Peter's fpirit was above controul, Ihe availed herfelfof forae violent 
altercations which paffed between them, to exclude him from his feat. From this pe¬ 
riod their diflenfions arofe to fo great an height, as to threaten an open rupture; and the 
fall of the one feemed neceffary for the fecurity of the other J. 

Things remained in thisftate of jealoufy and variance until September, 1689 ; when 
the afpiring genius of Peter acquired the afcendancy, and fecured his undivid^ autho¬ 
rity by the fall and imprifonment of Sophia. By tne advice of Boris Galitzin and the 
Narifkins, Peter refolved to arreft his lifter, and feize th(? reins of government. It is 
afferted by his adherents §, that Sophia and Prince Vallili Galitzin, apprized of his in¬ 
tentions, determined to prevent their own ruin by his alfaliination ; that they gained 
over the chief of the StreUtz and a corps of fix hundred men, and a£lually commiffioned 
them to perpetrate that infamous deed. Peter had retired .to fieep at his palace of 
Preobalhenlki near Mofcow; when two )| of the confpirators, it is faid, ftruck with hor¬ 
ror at their crime, quitted their companions, and haftened to the young Tzar with the 
information, that a body of Strelitz were upon their march to aiTaflinate him. Peter 
refufed to credit their report, until it was confirmed by Boris GaUtzin and one of his 
uncles, whom he difpatched to reconnoitre; and the confpirators were, already fo near 
that he had fcarcely time to make his efcape^. 'He inftantly proceeded to the convent 
of the Holy Trinity, where troops flocked from all quarters, and in three days he had an 
army of fixty thoufand men under his command. 

Meany/hile Sophia, in a ftate of conftemation, denied all intercourfe with the con¬ 
fpirators, exprefied the utmoft horror at their attempt, difpatched repeated meflages 
to her brother to juftify her condufl:, and even let off in perfoh to affert her innocence j 
but was ordered to return to Mofcow, and deliver the ringleaders of the mutiny. Soon 
afterwards'Peter himfelf repaired to the capital: the principal confpirators being tor¬ 
tured in his prefence, confeffed a defign againft his life, and fuffered the fevereft punifli- 
* 

* She did not (ign her name in the public decrees antil 1687. Buf. Hill. Mag. vol. i. p. 9. 

t Thefe circutnilances cannot imply a defi|rn of ufurping the foverejgn authority; for me was only ac- 
cufed, even by her enemiea, of fecrctly confpmng againlt Peter, and not of an open attempt to feize the 
crown. 

J Journ. of St. Pet. for 1778, p. 175,176. J Gordon. 

II It is remarkable, that this fame ftory^of two confpirators who were engaged to afialEnate Peter, 
but, repenting, difcQvered the plot, is again related as happening in ifipy. Senmidt. RulT. Gef. vol. ii. 
P* 90- 

^ Voltaire, though convinced of Sophia’s intention to aflalSnate Peter, and notwithflanding the intelli¬ 
gence he received from the court of Pcteiibur^, can only give us the following fcanty information! La 
Ncuvillc alorsa Mofcow, et tmoin oeu&re de ee qm fe fiafa, pretend yue Sophie et Galitzin engagerent 
le nouveau chef des Strdlitz a lenr iacrifier leur jeune Ciar: il patait au molns que lix-cent de ces Strelitz 
devaient s’emparer de fa peribnne. Les memoirea ftrerettes que lacour de Ruffie m’aconfids, aflurent que 
)e parti etoit pris detuer Pierre Premier jf k coup allait 6tre portd, et la Rulfie etait prtv^ a jaowia de la 
DQUvcUe exiftence, qu’eUc,” &c. 
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ment. Vaflili Galitzin* was baniflied into Siberia, and Sophia imprifoned for life in 
the Devitchci nunnery; Peter alone alTumed .the reins of government, and fountl fuf- 
ficient fcope for his vaft and enterprizing genius; while the name of Ivan was ftill in- 
ferted, as a matter of formality, in the public adls until his death, which happened, in 
i6g6. ' 

Such are the principal circuthfiances of this extraordinary revolution; but this is the 
account given by the vidorious party, and the caufe of Sophia has never undergone a 
candid examination. It may be impoffible to exculpate her entirely from ambitious 
views: (he might be unwilling to relinquifh a power which fhe had long enjoyed, and 
exercifed with great ability; fhe might elleem thd right of Ivan to the throne as fupe- 
rior to that of Peter, and confider Peter*8 acquifition to the foie fovercignty as the 
certain prelude to her own deftrudljonj but we have no pofitiye evidence f that flie 
oonfpired againft her brother’s life; and perhaps the whole ftory of the intended aflaf- 
fmation was feigned by Boris Galitzin J and her enemies. She wanted not opportu¬ 
nities of efcaping from Ruffia,'and never Would have imprudently demanded admittance 
into Peter’s prefeiice, to affert her innocence, had the proofs qf her guilt beeii as ftrpng 
as her adverfaries pretended. In a word, the coniii£l Between Peter and Sophia was 
the conflidl of‘two rivals io^^atient of controul, and ftriring for prerendnence^ the caufe 
of the fuccefsful party was deemed juft and equitable, and the Vanquifhed fa£lioa loaded 
with every fpecies of enormity. 

Thereftlefsfpirit of .Sophia, brooding m the folit|ide of a convent, is faid to have ex¬ 
cited frefli troubles and infurrefdons j and, during her life, no cdnfpiracy was formed 
againft Peter, in which flic was nbt fofpefted of being concerned. She was more par¬ 
ticularly accufed of being privy to the rebellion in ,1697 j when eight thoufhnd Strelitz, 
feizing the opportunity ofPeter’sabfence upon his travels, rofe in arms on the frontiers 
of Lithuania, and marched towards Mofeow. The rebels were defeated by the addrefs 
and courage of General Patrick Gordon; many Were put to the fword, and the re¬ 
mainder furrendered at diferetion. The Tzar received at Vienna the account of the mu¬ 
tiny and ddFeat .of the Strelitz, andinftantly haftened to Mofeow to examine the delin¬ 
quents in perfdh. ' . 

Peter was anxious to difeover the caufes of the rebellion; to learn by whofe intrigues 
it was excited, and, above all^ to convid Sophia, whom*he charged with fomenting the 
public tHfeontents, and holding a correfpondence with the rebels. But as no perfons 
could give immediate and: pertinent anfwers to his queftions, he enteitained fufpicions 
of all his courtiers, and determined to inftitute a court of inquhT aiiiius palace ofPreo- 
bralheniki, where the inftrumenta of to^ure wei^e brought^ The Tzar himfelf examined 
the accufed, urged them to confeiSon, and ordered thofe who maintained filence to be 
racked in his prefence. The crueftybf .the tortures employed bn this occaCon was in- 
expreffibly dreadful; humap nature ,|hud4ers the recital; but it is neceflary to men¬ 
tion them in juftification 6f Sophid. SburC of the rebels were repeatedly whipped; 

* This abU mi« 5 ftcr fup^I»e 4 his fee wa# r^^ from^rifoa in 1711, and died 

at his own eftau in'iyij.' ' •' ■ 

t We have no certMii proofs that nay of the ctmf|piraf.onaccaied Sophiaof being pri^ to any defi^ upon 
Peter’s life ; aod. eycti if they did name her as aO tccbinplicc,-their evidebce, extorted by the rack, is by 
no means tobe'depeisded on'’. ■ _ 

t- It appears from tttefoUowiiWjpaflaffei that the difeovery of Sophia’s^defigrts catne from.that quarter: 
*' Prince horis Galit'/ih, a frithimr'fub/eS cif the Tzar Peter, coining timely to penetrate iotu ms kinf. 
man’s Prince Bafil’s dcfr|pis, put the Tzwr Upon his guard, adviiing him, mthout delsy, to take the go¬ 
vernment into his hands."'^ Gordm,vot. i. p. 69. 
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others had their flioulders diflocated by a cord and pulley, and in that painful pofture 
received the knont; many after undergoing the knoot, were roalled over a flow fire, 
the raw parts being expofed to the flame *. Phyficians were prefent to afeertain the 
degree of pain which the unhappy convidls were capable ot fupporting, and to recover 
thofe who had fainted, that the application of frelh tortures might recommence with the 
renewal of their ftrength. This dreadful inquifition was continued, without interrailfion, 
throughout the whole of month of OiStober. Not only every fpccies ol punifliment, 
the moft refined wliich human cruelty could devife, was infliSed in order to extort an 
accufation of Sophia; but •promifes of pardon, and even of great promotion, "were of¬ 
fered for the fante purpofc to the wretched fufferers in the midft of the rnoft excruciating 
_ agonies f. 

At length a few of the StrcHtz |, overcome by the feverity of the torments, or 
feduced by hopes -of pardon and the promife of promotion, confefled an intention to 
fet fire to the fuburbs of Mofeow, to maflacre ail foreigners, to banifh or aflaflTmatc 
the principal nobility, to raife the Tzarovith Alexey to‘ the throne, and to appoint 
Sophia regent during his minority; others declared that the ringleaders had drawn 
up a petition, which they intended to prefent to that Princefs, praying her to accept 
the adminifiration of affairs. 

Although none of the rebels charged Sophia vith being acceifary to their infurrcc- 
tion, yet Peter was fo prejudiced againft her that he put to the torture one of her fe¬ 
male attendants; and when no evidence of guilt could be procured by that horrid ex¬ 
pedient, even examined her in perfon. The Princefs, whofe high fpirit was fubdued 
by her misfortunes, and worn out by a long confinement, could not refrain from 
weeping at the fight of her obdurate brother; and even extorted tears from Peter 
himfelf, though without melting his refentment §. But neither this, nor eve^ other 
effort employed to conviS her, was attended with fuccefs; and the only proof of her 
fecret correfpondence with the rebels was derived from the confeffion of a boy be¬ 
longing to an officer of the Strelitz, who declared, that letters inclofed in loaves of 
bread had paffed between Sophia and his maffer |{. The officer, however, peremp¬ 
torily denied the i&£t even upon the rack, and was led to execution, perfifling to the 
lad moment in this affeveration. The cafe feems to i>e, that the innovations of Peter 
created a confiderable number of malcontents; that the introdu^ion of the European 
difeipline, and his partiality to the foreign regiments, inflamed the difaffedion or the 
Strelitz to fuch' a degree as to account for their rebellion, without fuppofing any 
cabals on the* part of Sophia; that fhe had long been the objed of afledion to all the 
enemies of Peter, and was naturally the perfon to whom they would coiWign the ad- 
miniftration had the revolt been attended with fuccefs. 

• . 

* It appears from Olearius, and other travellers into RuRia, that thtfe tortarea were ordinarily ufed 
in that country for the purpofe of forcing confeffion 

f This account is extraaed from the Diary of Korb, (vol. i. p. 149 ) fecretaryof the Auftnan em- 
bafly to Ruffia in 1697, who was prefent at Mofeow during thefe horrid proceedings. He received in¬ 
formation friim feveral ^rman officers in the fervice of Peter, who were cye-witneiTcs. Kerb’s authority 
h alfo to be depended on in this inftance, becaufe he fpeaks hijghly in favour of Peter, and condemns the 
ambition of hophia. Gordon aifb, though pinual to Peter, informs us, that the rebels were tortured slid 
examined in his prefenee. ^ ^ ^ Qriorundam pertinacia denum vi&i. Korb. ' 

f Ad. monafierium Neo virginum difeenh Tzanit, ot fororem foam Sophiam, diAo monaftcrio 
inclufam, examinaret j publice cnim nuperi tutnuhua volgo rea habebatur t primus utriu^ue introitua 
nberrimas amboium berymaa excivilfo dicitur.’* Korb. 

K Gordon, vol. i. p-ixp, ijo. 
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Peter was extremely exafperated againft Sophia, and once determined to put her to 
death; but having changed his refolution, •compelled her to affume the veil/ To 
ftrike her with terror, and announce to the public that he thought her privy to the 
rebellion, two hundred and thirty Strelitz were hanged withing fight of the nunnery 
in which (he was confined, and three of the ringleaders fufpended upon a gibbet eredled 
clofe to the window of her apartment * j they held in their hands petitions fimilar to 
that which, according to the confeflion of the Strelitz, was to have been prefented to 
Sophia. , * X 

From this period hiuory is filent in relation to Sophia: (he wSs confined under a 
Arid guard in the monafiery until her d^tb, in July 1704. She was interred in the 
church of the convent; the tomb is covered with a black cloth, and contains this in- 
fcription: ** A. M. yaia (or 1704 of the Chriftian sera) on the third of July, died 
Sophia Alexiefha, aged forty«fix years, nine months, and fix days j her monafiic name 
was Sufanna. She had been a nun fiveyem^, righth months, and twelve days: fiie 
was buried the fourth in this church, called the Image of Smoleniko. She was daugh¬ 
ter of Alexey Micliaelovitch, and of Maria Itinitchna.*' 

Although Peter always fufpeded the intrigues of his filler, yet he never failed 
paying a juft tribute to her genius and abilities. ** What a pity,” was frequently 
heard to fay, ** that ihe permuted me in. my minority, and that I cannot repofe any 
confidence in her! otherwife, when 1 am employed abroad, ihe might govern at 
hornet*” - 

One ftriking feature in Sophia’s charad:^’, which 1 had no opportunity of mention¬ 
ing, while my inquiry was chiefiy confined to her political condud, mull not be 
omitted. She deferves the veneration of pofterity for patronizing perfons of genius 
and learning, and encoura^g, by her own example, the iiitrodudion of polite litera¬ 
ture into Rull'ia,' then plunged in the deepeft ignorance. At a period when there was 
no national theatre, and when the loweft bufFroneries, under the name of moralities, 
were the foie dramatic reprefentations even, at court, this elegant Princefs tranflated the 
Medecin mahri lui of Moliere into her native tongue, and performed one of the cha- 
rafters herfelf. She alfo compofed a tragedy, probably die firft extant in the Ruffian 
language; and Ihe compof^ it at a time when the moft violmt cabals were excited 
againft her miniftry, and when the mo|| weighty affturs feemed to engrofs her foie 
attention* 

* Gordon, p. 9^, 150. liuarb, who faw them hanging. &ya, Tam prope ai^pba Sophiani cahtculi 
fenellraa, ut Sophia cofdem manu facile pofietattingere." On this occanon above two thoufand Strelitz 
fiiflFercd capiul piinifliment. Peter brake at the fame time the whole body of Strelitz, and aboliihed their 
name. ^ . 

t This anecdote, which I iVeeived from, Volkoniki, ia confirmed, by a pafiage in Perry’s State of 
Ruiila. **IremeDiWthat nponaoeirtaii| ,occafio.n, when mentioir was made of herXi,e. Sophia], the 
Czar himfelf gave her, this cnarsAer, that (he was a priiicefs endowed with all the accompliihments of 
body and mind to perfedion, had it not been for her boundkfs anibiiioi^ and infatiable defire of govern¬ 
ing.” Vol. i. p. 138. 
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CviAV. YL.-^Jou“‘hey from Mcfcow to No'Oogorod.-—JProdu£iion of the neighbouring 
■ Coun'ry^ — Quadrupeds. — Birds.—.Fijh .— Dycription of the Steriet.—Torfhok. — Vijh- 
net-Volofhok.—Valdai Hills and Lake.—Bronitza.—Wooden Road.—Further Account 
of the Peafants.~~^ 7 ampicst who furnifh Poji.horfes.—Songs of the Peafants, 

, ' ' f * , 

WE quitted Mofco'w*on the r4th of September, traverfed a gently rifing country, 
partly open, and partly overfpread with forells, paffed the night at the village of 
'Parlki, inn peafant*s cottage, as ufual, and changed horfes the next monnng at Klin, 
fituated upon* the Seftra, a broad rivulet. This village had been lately buVnt, and the 
peafants were engaged in rebuilding their huts: near it we obferved a faw-pit, which, 
in this country, was too rare an objefl: not to attraft our notice. Beyond Savidof we 
eroded a rivulet, and foon after reached the banks of the Volga, which we coafted to 
Gorodna. The next moniing the fprihgs of our carriage being ready to ftart, and one 
of the wheels in a crazy ftate, we.left it to the care of our fervants, and hired the carts 
of the-country, called which we filled with hay. After a confiderable degree 

of jolting, we arrived at Tver, which is magnifict»tly fituated upon the elevated banks 
of the Volga. . . 

Tver* owes its origin to Vlodimir Georgivitch, Great-duke of Vlodimer, who in 
11S2 raifed a finall fortrefs- at the junftion of the Tvertza and Volga,- to protcfl his 
territories agaiinft the irfeurfions of the inhabitants of Npvogorod. Afterwards, in 
1240, the Great-duke Yaroflaf II. built another citadel on the fpbt now occupied by 
the prefent fortrefs, Snd laid the foundation of a new town, which increafing in popula¬ 
tion and weakh, becarae’the metropolis of an independent fovereignty, called from the 
town the duchy of Tver. Yaroflaf III., fon of Yaroflaf II., and brother of Alexander 
Nevfld, received this duchy as his inheritance, and tranfmitted the fucceflion to a long 
train of ddfeendahts. The laft fovereigh of this line was IVlIchael Borifovitch, whofe 
fifter Maria efpoufed the Great-duke. Ivan Vaflilievitch I. Notwithftanding this alli¬ 
ance, an opjn rupture enfued, and in 1486; Ivan befieged Tver with a large army, 
and coiripeiled Michael to abandon the toWn^^ and retire into Lithuania. On his re¬ 
treat, Ivan Vaflilievitch, beftowed the town and duchy as a fief bn his eldeft fon Ivan, 
and on bis death in 1490, annexed them to his other dominions. 

Tver is divided into the old Md new town j the former, fituated on the oppofite fide 
of the Volga, confifts alraoft entirely of WipOden cottages ; the fatter was fcarcely fuperior; 
butin lyfijjbeing deIlroyed,byadreadfuicbnflagration,has rifenwith luftre from itsaflies. 
The Etnprefs ordered a regular plan of a new town to be iketched by an eminent ar- 
chite£t, and enjoined that alf the houfes fhould be re-conftru^edin conformity to this 
model. She raifed, at her bwn expence, the Governor’s houfo, the Bifliop’s palace, 
courts of juftice, the newexchangb, prifon, and other public edifices; and offered to every 
perfon, who would bufld a brii^ houfeV a loan of‘^boh^for twelve years without in- 
tereft. The money advanced on this bccafion afoounted tb* 6 o,oo 61 .; one-third 
of this fum has been fince remitted, 'The ffreets, which are broad and long, iffue in 
a ftraight line from an baagoh, in the centt-e: the houfes are of brick ftuccoed white, 
and form a magnificent appeairance. Part bnty of the new town was finiflied : when 
completed, it will confifi: of two o^agons, with feveriil ilreets leading to tliein, and 

* See tM. Geug. B^fehreibung der Stadt Twer, ftc. Journ Pet. for Noreihber 17 So. 

inter- 
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interfering each other at right-angles; and would be no inconfiderable ornament * 
to the moft opulent and civilized country 

There is an ecclefiaftical feminary at Tver, under the infperion of the Bifhop, 
which admits fix hundred ftudents. In 1776, theEmprefs founded a fchool for the in- 
llrurion of two hundred burgher's children; and in June 1779, an academy for the 
education of the young nobility of the province. 

Tver is a place of confiderable commerce ; and both the Volga and the Tvertza 
were covered with bf^jats. It owes iw principal trade to the advantageous fituation, 
near the conflux of the two rivei'S, which convey all the goods merchandize fent 
by water from Siberia and the fouthern provinces towards Peterfburgh. 

The Volga, the largeft river in Europe, rifes in the forefl: of Volk:onfki, at the dif- 
tanco of eighty miles from Tver, and begins to be navigable a few miles above the town. 
By means of fhe Tvertza, a communication is made between the Cafpian and the 
Baltic ^ as will be explained in a future chapter. The number of barges, which paf- 
fed by the town in 1776 amounted to two thoufand'fiye hundred and thirty-feven) 
in 1777, to two thoufand fix hundred and forty-one, and the average number is 
generally computed at two thoufand five hundred and .fifty. The boats are flat-bot¬ 
tomed, on accouht of the frequent fhpals* and are conflxufted with new planks. The 
rudders have a Angular appcacance ; thfi handle being a tree of fifty feet long, with a 
pole fixed to a broad piece of timber floating on the furface. ' The pilot ftanefe upon 
a kind of fcaflfold, at the diftance of thirty or forty feet from the ftern, and turns the 
rudder by means of the long handle; Thde boats are only built fcfr one voyage, and 
on their arrival at Peterfburgh aire fold for fuel. 

I have already mentioned the prodigious wafte of wood arifing From the cuflom of 
forming planks with the axe. To prevent this praftice, which was no lefs ufuai 
among the fhipwrights than among the peafants, orders were iflued by government, 
that each veflfel paffing the Tver,,in which was one plank falhioned with the hatchet, 
Ihould pay a fine of 6L In conh^uence of this decree the o^cer, who levied the 
fine, collefled thefifli year 6d,o,ol.i fhe feepnd 15COI., the third tool., and the* fourth 
nothing. By fhis judicious regulation the u& of the faw has been introduced among 
the Ruffian fhipwrights, and will pro^ly in jdme r^inmbnd itfelf to the c^ehters 
and peafants. " 

The riling fpirit of commerce has added greatly to th^e wealth and population of the 
town. It contains at prefent ten thpul^d fouls, and of inhabitants in the 

government of Tver has inerwed in a furprifing degred f a ,circumfl|^ce which fhews 
the advantages arifing from die new iode bi lawsr Tver was the jfirft province in which 
that code was mtroduced, and has already experienced %e benefidai efledts of thefe 
excellent regulations.^' * '* v'' ■-^ 

Tver being a large town) we eoncldded that we difficulty in obtaining 

the necefiary repairs Jbr^ the carnagei fo as tb^en^le^fr convey us, during two or 
three days, wlthoutTequiring farther affiftanee." ^ therefore, to the workman- 

fhip of a Ruffian fmith, we M with the expeSation of reaching 

in four hours the next poft# the night j but we bad fcarcely 

proceeded ten mflies, before We perceivj^ that the,whe^^^ inflead of being ftrengthened, 
was weakened by thehaithfs uhUdlfulnefs, In ^ts fituation we fibpped at a finall .vil¬ 
lage, where it wasnot poffibie to procure any a|Pance, nor even a candle to fmqur the 

* Accoidtng to Heym, the'circiuiftftrence of Tver is fourteen verfts, end it contains two thqiiifand one 
hundred and flxty three houfea, moilly wooden, twenty-fix churches, and a nionafteiy. Tbc pdpulation is 
eight thoufand aud fourteen males, and feven thoufand and eighty-one females. 
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wlieel, which required a conftant fupply of greafe to prevent it from taking fire; and as 
the next place in our route, likely to afi'ord a new wheel, w^ above fixty miles, we 
prudently returned to Tver. I confoled myfelf for this delay j as it gave us an oppor¬ 
tunity to more attention to the town and environs, than our tranfient ftay had per¬ 

mitted. We took up our abode at the fame hpufe we had juft quitted, an inn kept by 
a German, and one of the new magniricent brick edifices lately ereded, but almofl; with¬ 
out furniture or beds. 

On the following day we made an agreeable excurfion into ^he adjacent country: 
after croffing the Vof^a over a bridge of boats, and the Tvertza over a" raft, we rode 
between the banks or thofe two beautiful rivers. We then left the Volga to purfue its 
courfe towards the Cafpiau Sea, watering, as it pafles, the moft fertile provinces in Ruf- 
fia, and bathing the walls of Cafan and Aftracan, and made a circuit in the environs of 
Tver : we frequently ftopped to admire feveral delightful views of the new town, 
proudly feated upon the fteep bank of the Volga, the country gently Hoping towards the 
river. 

Tver lies in the mid ft of a large plain, interfpejrfed with gentle acclivities. The 
country produces in great abundance wheat, rye, barley, oats, buck*wheat, hemp and 
fiax, and all forts-of vegetables. The forefts yield oak, birch, aider, poplar, mountain- 
afli, pines, firs, and junipers. The quadruped^ which rove in the neighbouring coun¬ 
try, are elks, bears, wolves, and foxes; wild goats and hares} aifo badgers, martens, 
weafels, ermines, ferrets, fquirrels, and marmottes. The principal birds are eagles and 
falcons, cranes, herons, fwans, wild*geefe and ducks, partridges, quails, woodcocks and 
fnipes, black game; alfb crows and ravens, magpies and blackbirds, fparrows and ftar- 
lings i together with nightingales, linnets, larks, and yellow-hammers. The fiih caught 
in the Volga are falmon, fterlet, tench, pike, perch, groundlings, gudgeons, and forne- 
times, but rarely, fturgeon and beluga. 

The fterlet, acipenfer rtahenm of UnnaBUSj is probably peculiar to the northern parts 
of the globe, and is a fpedes of fturgeon highly efteem^ for flavour, and for its roe, 
from which the fineft (kviare is made. It is diftinguiihed from the other fturgeons by 
its colpur and inferior fize, being feldom more than three feet in length *. The top of 
the head and back ture of a yellpwifh grey, the fid^ of the body whitifli, the belly white, 
mixed with rofe-colour, efpeciatly towards the mouth and v^t> the eyes are of a Iky- 
blue, encircled with white. The Ihout is long and pointed, comprefled and fl uted. The 
mouth is tranfveri'e, with thick prominent lips, which it has the power of drawing in¬ 
wards, with a beard, confifting of four fmall and r/rr^i, or wattles. It has five 
rows of pointed bony imbricated fcales, one upon the back, two along the fides, and 
two under the belly; the row upon the back begins from the neck, and reaches to the 
dorfal fin; the number f, by which Linnaeus afceitains the fpedes, and fixes at fifteen, 
varies from fourteen to feventeen. Theiwo fide rows b^n from the upper angle of 
the gill-covers, and reach to the middle of the tail} their form is flat in the middle, 
with dentated margins turning towards the tail} their numbd' varies from fixty t» fe« 
venty. I'he two ipws, which lie under the belly, reach froih the pefroral towards the 
Ventral fins ; they are fpur-fided^ much fmallerthan thofe upon the back, and thicker 
than thofe on thefides. Befldes thefe^five rows, {here are alfo fome adipofe bony fcales 
between the tail andthe vent; their Humber invariably five. The reft of the ikin is 

* Leipekitn’t Reife, vol. u. p. 154. and Palin** Reire. ^ 446. 

Acipenier Rutheou* cirri*4. fqaami* doriaKbn* ly. Muf. rred. I. p. $4. and Taun. Sue. 272'.—In 
the Syil. Nat. p. 403, he define* H, Acipenfer ordinibu* 5. fquSinarum ofieantn, intemedib olficulis > 5. 

without 
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without fcales, but extremely rough to the touch. It has, like moft other filh, two pec¬ 
toral fins, two ventral, one anal, one dorfal, and the tail is forked *. Many authors 
liave erred in fuppofing this fifli to be peculiar to the Volga and the Cafpian Sea, for 
they frequent many other rivers, lakes, and feas, of the Ruffian empire. According to 
Muller, they are caught in the Dnieper, anti feveral rivers falling into the Frozen Ocean, 
particularly the Lena f. Lange aflferts, that they are found in the Yenifei; Pallas de- 
feribes them as inhabiting the Irtilh, Oby, and Yaik ; Georgi mentions them among 
the filh of the lake BaiJcal, and fometimes in the Angara. We learn from Linnaeus, that 
by order of Frederic I. King of Sweden, fome live fterlets, procured from Ruffia, were 
thrown into the lake Mteler, where they propagated They have been fometimes 
caught in the Gulf of Finland, and even in the Baltic; yet are not fuppofed natives of 
thole feas, but ftray fifh, which efcaped from fome veffels dalhed to pieces in palling the 
falls of the river Mafia §. 

Sept. 19. Having obtained the valuable acquifition of a new wheel, we proceeded on 
our journey in the afternoon, and reached before the dole of the evening, I’orlhok, 
which is fituated upon the banks of the Tvertza. It is a large ftraggling place, con- 
fifting chiefly of wooden buildings, intermixed with a few public ftru6lures, and brick 
houl'es, lately erefted at the cxpence of the Emprefs. 

Although Torfhok was only forty miles diftant from Tver, we efteemed it a fortunate 
circumftance, that, during that fpace, no accident happened to our carriage. But we 
were not fo fuccefsful on the enfuing day; for .the axle-tree breaking about fix miles 
from Vidropulk, we walked to the village, and having procured a temporary axle-tree 
to fupport our infirm veiiicle, again proceeded in kibitkas as far as VilhneKVoIoftiok; a 
place remarkable for the canal, which, by uniting the Tvertza and the Mafia, connefts 
the inland navigation between the Cafpian and the Baltic. 

Vilhnci-Vololhok, one of the imperial villages enfranchifed by the Emprefs, and en¬ 
dowed with confiderable privileges, has already reaped many benefits from its new im¬ 
munities. The inhabitants, railed from the fituation of Haves to that of freemen, have 
lhaken off their former indolence, and caught a new fpirit of emulation aud indufiry ; 
they have turned their attention to trade, and are awakened to a fenfe of the commer¬ 
cial advantages poffeffed by the place,of their abode. The town is divided into regular 
fireetSy and is already provided with a large range of {hops and warehoufes, which line 
each fide of the capal'. All the buildings are of wood, excepting the court of iuftice 
erected at the charge of the Emprefe, and four brick houfes belonging to a rich bur¬ 
gher. During our ftay at Vifiinei-Vololhok, we did not fail to examinqf with great at¬ 
tention, every part of the celebrated canal, of whkh an account will be given in a future 
chapter p. 

Having procured a new axle-tree, we quiitted, on the a t ft, Vllhnei Vololhok, croffed 
the river Sblina, and continued along a timber road, carried over extenfive moralTes, 

* The reader wtU find an engraving of the fterlet in theMufeum Fred. I. of Linnasut, in i« Bruyn’s Tra¬ 
vel!, yol. i. p. ; and in Lwe&’s Reife, Table 9,- « 

f S. R. R. G. ix. p. jp HaygoId’sRufshuidf voL a^^p. ^16. Pailiu't Reife, part i p. >94. part it. p. 
446. Georgi Reife, voL i. p. >77.' 

X Faim. Sue. No. 372. ' ' « ■ ^ 

Bruce relate! in hn Memofr!, that lume veiTei! <' gatiw for Feterlburgh with live filh, called Sterllt. 
m pafitng the falls of Ladoga, ^ere beat to pieces, by which accident the nlh regained their liberty, and 
fome of them were afterwards taken at Crqnftadt, and one catched at Stockholm, which were confidcred as 
great curiofities, as none of them had ever been feen in thpfe feas.before.** F. U S. 

II, On the inland Navigation of RuBla, book vi. £.7. 
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and abounding with innuiuera|)le finall bridges, without railing, and-moftly in a tottered 
ftate. I obferved feveral villages, as well as fields and gardens, furrounded i^'ith wooden 
pallifadpes, about twelve feet in height, which prel'ented a pifturefque appearance. 'I’Ik;; 
cuftom of encircling villages in this country with^llakfes is very ancient; for among the 
earlieft laws of Ruliia, one enjoins • the peafants, under pain of the knoot, to furround 
' the towns and villages with pallifadoes. Thefe enclofures were intended as a defence 
againft the defultory incurfions of the Tartar hordes before the invention of gunpow¬ 
der j and the pradice has been preferved among a people tenacious of old ufages. 

The country was for feme way almoft a continued bog, covered, with foreft, and the 
villages were built on eminences of fand rifing out of the morafs. We paffed the night 
at KholiloflF, a fmall village,' which had been lateljr confumed by fite. Thefe repeated 
conflagrations will by no means appear a matter of wonder, when it is confidercd that 
the cottages built yith wood, and that the greater part of the peafants, like thufe in 
Poland, ufe, inftead of candles, long flips of lighted deal, which they carry about the 
houfe, and even into hay.lofts, without the leaft pfecaution. The next morning, the 
bad roads having Mattered our new wheel, which was aukwardly put together, and aU 
ready difcovereafympto'ms of ^ premature decay, we flopped to repair; but the repairs 
were as treacherous as the bfigmal fabric; for, before the end of the ftage, it again 
broke, and we were delayed fome hours at liedrovo before we could venture to conti¬ 
nue our journey* We now thought ourfelveshlefled with the afliftance of a very maf- 
terly mechanic,'as his iworktnanfhip lafled to Zimagor, a fmall village, prettily fituated 
upon the borders of the lake Valdai. The furrounding country is the mofl: agreeable 
and diverfifidd wbiefo wfe traveried fincc our departure from Mofrow. It rifes into gen¬ 
tle eminences, and abounds with beautiful lakes,’ pettily fprinkled with woody iflands, 
and (kilted with foreft, corn-^ddsj andipaftures* The largeftof thefe lakes is called 
Valdai, and .feeins about twenty miles in circi^ference; in the middle is an ifland con¬ 
taining a convent, which rifes with its numerous fpircs among cluftecs of furrounding 
trees t. Valdai, which gives its name to the lake, and to the range of hills, contains 
feveral new brick buildings, and even riie wooden houfes are more decorated than the 
generality of Ruilian cottages; it Kes upon an agreeable Hope, and commands a plea- 
fant rieW’Of the lake. The Valdai hills, thoughf^f,no confiderable elevation, are the 
higheft in this part of the country; and fepawite the waters which flovv toyssards the Caf- 
pian from thofe which take their courfeto the Baltic. From their termination, the 
country was no longer diverflfled With hill'^and dale,and enlivened Witli lakes; but pre- 
ferited an uniform flat, with'a vaft extent of moriifs* \ < , 

On the24th,in the afternoon, wea2rived at Bronitz3,a village upon the Mafta, within 
20 nflles Of INovogorod., We took upi^our abode in the houfe of a Rutonfprieftiwhich in 
no wife diflfered' from the oUier bdlding&Mt was however clean and comfortable; 
having a chimney, and being provided with plenty of woodeo and earthen utenflls* The 
Brjeft, not'bemg attired in his clerical habit, was ^elRdTike;the pj^iants* aftd only dif- 
'tinguiflied by his long and flowing hair.He,* his anad'the^reft of the family, were 
bufily efflplofed'te bxkafhng jqdamities cfiilhi .which are caught in 

y the Mafta, and'» pepare^S" Having obtained from our 
landlady thechou;^ of i^efe iiib^ and procured in the village a brace of ptarmigans, a 

* Hay gold, vol. j*.p, 557, : 

t in this convent ijieuttli^rfpa^y^yan, who was by Elisabeth, fa%tcU a tenipprant 

,*ocnt. See hook V, chap. ii. 
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bird of the partridge fpecies, we fauiuered out while fijpper was preparing, towards a 
neighbouring hill, which atiradcd our attention. 

Two miles from the village, in the middle of a vaft plain, rifes, in a circular form, an 
infulated hill of fand and clay ; the lower parts are thickly ftrewed with detached pieces 
of red and grey granite, fimilar to many others which appear about the adjacent country, 
I meafured one of ther«t>ina{res, and found it twelve feet broad, eight thick, and five 
above the furface of the ground *. 

On the fummit ft^nds a brick white wafhed church, which is a pleafing objeft from 
the adjacent grounds!. From the top we had a Angular'and extenfiveprofpedi:. Be¬ 
neath, the country is fomewhat open, and divided into large enclofurcs of pafture and 
corn; towards the fouth rife the Valdai hills, fkirting an immenfe plain, which ftretches 
towards the north, eaft, and weft, as far as the eye can reach ; a vaft expanfe without a 
Angle hillock to obftrudl: the view; it feemed an endlefs foreft, dotted with a few fo- 
litary wooden villages, which appeared fo many points in a boundlefs defert. Beyond, 
at a great diftance, we obferved the fpires of Novogorod, and the lake Ilmen fcarcely 
difceruible through the thick gloom of the trees. 

The forwardnefs of the harveit in this northern climate has been already mentioned: 
it had been forne time taken in, and the new com was fpringing up in many places. 
The com remains, during winter, buried under fnow; at the melting ot which, in fpring, 
it (hoots up fpeedily in thefe countries, where vegetadon is rapid, on the returning 
warmth of the feafon. But as the (hortnefs of the fummer does not always allow the 
grain time to ripen, the peafants ufe the following method of drying it. They raife a 
wooden building, without windows, fimilar to the (hell of the cottages; under this 
ftmfture is a large cavity, in which a fire being made, the com is laid upon the fioor 
and dried; it is then hung upon frames in the open air, and afterwards thre(hed. 

In this part of our journey, we pafled numberlefs herds of oxen, moving towards Pe- 
teriburgh ; moft of them were driven from the Ukraine^ the neareft part of which 
country is diftant eight hundred miles from the metropolis. During this long progrefs 
the drivers feldom enter any houfe; they f^d their cattle upon the flips of pauure on 
each fide of the road, and have no other fhelter in bad weamer than the foliage of the 
trees. In the evening the ftiil filence Of the country was interrupted by the occafional 
lowing of the oxen, and carols of the drivers; while the folitary gloom of the foreft 
was enlivened with the glare of numerous fires, furrounded by difhsrent groups of 
herdfmen in various attitudes; forae were fitting round the flame, fome employed in 
drefling their provifions, and others fieeping upon the bare ground. ■ They refembled, 
in drefs and manners, a rambling horde of Tartars. 

The route from Mofeow to Peteriburgh is continued during a fpace of five hundred 
miles, almoft in a ftraight line cut through the foreft, and is extremely tedious: on 
each fide the trees are cl^ed to the breadth of forty or fifty paces, and the whole way 
runs chiefly through endlefs tra&sof wood, only broken by villages, round which, to a 
fmall diftance, the grounds are open and culdrated. 

The road is of an equal breadth, and formed by tranks | of trees laid tranfverfely, 
and bound down in the cefiter, and at each extremity, by long poles, or beams, fidlened 

• into 

* See fonie curioui conJeAures upon thefe mnite ftonet of Bronitza, in Pallns*! Travels ; ud dfo ta 
Hiftotre del Decouvertes dahs plufieurs Contiiet de la Ruffia, &c. vol.i. p. 43, See. 

f This eminence «m ramarkable, in the times of idolatry, for an oracular temple, built ii| the place now 
occupied bj the church. 

X Mr.Hanway makes a curious calculation of the number of trees employed to make a road of one hon« 
dred and fifty verfis. ** Allowing one tree with another to be nine iaaes diaaseter, and the ien^h 
Tot. VI. 40 twenty- 
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into the ground with wooden pegs; thefe trunks are covered with layers of boughs 
and the whole is ftrewed over with fand or earth. When the road is new it is re¬ 
markably good ; but as the trunks decay or (ink.into the ground, and as the fand or 
earth is worn away or wafhed olF by the rain, it is broken into innumerable holes; 
and the jolting of the carriage over the bare limber can better be conceived than de- 
fcribed. In many places the road is/a perpetual fuccei&on of lieges, and the motion of 
the carriage a continual concuffion, much greater than I ever experienced over the 
roughed pavement. 

1 he villages which occafionally linethis route are extremelly ilmiiar, confiding ufually 
of a (ingle ftreet, with wooden cottages ; a few only being didinguifhed by brick 
houfes. The cottages in thefe parts are fuperior to thofe between Tolitzan and 
Mofeovv: they feetned, indeed, well fuited to a rigorous climate and although con- 
druffed in the ruded manner, are comfortable habitations. The (ite of each building 
is an oblong fquare, inplofed by a high wooden wall, with a pentboufe roof, and ap¬ 
pears' on the outfide like a large bam. In one angle of this inclofure dands the 
houfe, fronting the dreet of the village, with the dair-cafe on the outfide, and the door 
opening underneath the penthoufe roof: it contains one, or at mod two rooms. 

I have frequently obferved, that beds are by no means ufual in this country; in- 
fomuch that, in ail the cottages I entered in Jluflia, I only obferved two, each of 
which contained two women at different ends with their clothes on. The family (lept 
generally upon the benches, on the ground, or over the dove • ; occafionally men, 
women, and children, promifcuoufly, without diferimination of fex or condition, and 
frequently aimed in a date of nature. In fome cottages I obferved a kind of (helf, 
about fix or feven feet from the ground, carried from one end of the room to the 
other j to which were fadened feveral tranfverfe planks, and upon thefe fome of the 
family dept with their heads and feet occafionally hanging down, and appearing to us, 
who were not accudomed to fuch places of repofe, as if on the point of falling to the 
ground. The number of perfons thus crowded into a fmall fpace, fometimes amount¬ 
ing to twenty, added to the heat of the dove, rendered the room intolerably warm, 
and produced afuffbeating fmell, which nothing but ufe enabled us to fupport. This 
inconvenii^ce was dill more difagreeable in the cottages not provided with chimnies, 
where the fmoke loaded the atmofphere with additional impurities. If we opened the 
lattices to admit fre(h air, fuch an influx of cold wind ruflied into the room, that we 
preferred the beat and effluvia to the keennefs of the northern blads. 

In the midd of every room hangs from the deling a veffel of holy water, and a 
lamp, lighted on particular occafions. Every houfe is provided with a pidure of a 
faint coarfeiy daubed on wood, which frequently refembles more a Calmuc idol than 
a human head: to this the people pay the highed marks of veneration. All the 
members of the family, the moment they rofe in the morning, and before they retired 
to (le^ in the evening, never omitted their adoration to the faint : they eroded them- 
felves during feveral minutes upon the (ides and forehead, bowed very low, and fome¬ 
times evdi prodiaied themfelveson the ground. Every pea&nt 'alfo, on entering the 


twenty three feet, end foppofing the foundation and fides to be only half fo many more aa the bridge. is 
eompofed of, and the road to be forty-fix feet wide, here la an expence of two million one hundred thoufand 
treet ’’ Hanway’s Travels, «ol. i. p. pz. If we extend this calculation over the whole Ruffian empire, 
reaching four thoufand miles in length, and take in the different croft roads, the expenee of wood muft 
be amazing, but the foreftg are alfo boundleft and inexhauftible 
* The ftove is a kind of brick oven j it occupies almoft a quarter of the room, and ii flat' at top. 
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room, paid bis obeifance to this objeft of worlhip, bejfore he addrefftd himfelf to the 
family. 

The peafants, in their common intercourfc, are remarkably polite to each other: 
they take off their cap at meeting, bow ceremonioufly and frequently, and ufually 
exchange a falute. They accompany their ordinary difcourfe with much aftion 
and innumerable geftures, and are exceedingly fervile in their expreflions of de¬ 
ference to their fuperiors: in accofting a perfon of confequence, they proftrate them- 
felves, and even toiich the grounds with their heads. We were often ftruek at re¬ 
ceiving this kind of eaftern homage, not only from beggars, but frequently from 
children, and occafionally from feme of the peafants themfelves. 

In the appearance of tne common people, nothing furprifed us more than the enor¬ 
mous thicknefs of their legs, which we at firft conceived to be their real dimenfions; but 
the bulk, which created our aftonifliment, proceeded from the coverings with w^hich 
they fwaddle their legs, in fummer as well as winter. Behde one or two pair of thick 
worfted ftockings, they envelope their legs with wrappers of coarfe flannel or cloth, 
feveral feet in length, and over thefe frequently draw a pair of boots, fo large as to 
receive their bulky contents with the utmoft facility. 

The peafants are well clothed, comfortably lodged, and feem to enjoy plenty of 
wholefome food. The rye-bread, whofe blacknefs at firft difgufts the eye, and whofe 
fournefs the tafte, of a delicate traveller, agrees well with the appetite; but as I became 
reconciled to it from ufe, I found it no unpleafant morfel: this bread is rendered more 
palatable by ftuffing it with onions and groats, carrots, or green com, and feafoniiig it 
with oil. The other articles of their food I have enumerated on a former, occaflon, 
in addition to which I fhall only obferve, that raufhrooms are fo exceedingly common 
in thefe regions as to form a very effential part of their provifion. I feldom entered a 
cottage without feeing great abundance $ and in palfing through the markets, was 
often aftonilhed at the prodigious quantity cKpofed for fale: the variety was no 
lefs remarkable than the number; they were of many colours, amongft which I 
particularly noticed white, black, brown, yellow, green, and pink. The common 
drink of the peafants is quafs, a fermented liquor, fomewhat like fweet-wort, made 
by pouring warm water on rye or barley-meal, and deemed an excellent antifcorbutic. 
They are extremely fond of whifley, a fpirituous liquor dlftilled from malt, which the 
pooreft can occafionally command, and which they often ufe to great excefs. 

The backwarduefs of the Rulfian peafants in the mechanical arts, when compared 
with thofe of the other European nations, is vifible to a fuperflciai dbferver. As we 
approached Peterfourgh, and nearer the civilized parts of Eurcqie, the villagers were 
better furnilhed with the conveniences of life, and further advanced in the knowledge 
of the neceffary arts, than thofe who fell under our notice between Tolitzin and Mof- 
cow. The planks were lefs frequently hewn with the axe, and faw-pits, which we 
had long confidered as objeSs of curiofity, often occurred : the cottages were more 
Ipacious and convenient, provided whh larger windows, and generally had chimnies; 
they were alfo more amply ftorod with houfebold furniture, and wuh wooden, and 
fometimes even earthen utenfils. Still, however, their progrefs towards civilization 
is very inconfiderable, and many inftances of the’grofl^ barburifm fell under our ob- 
fervation. 

The inhabitants of different villages on the roads, who fumiih poft-horfes, are called 
yaniflyicsHand enjoy fome peculiar privileges. They are obliged to fupply all couriers 
and travellers at a moderate price, in the deareft parts at i^d. and m many other 
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parts at id. per verft • for eacji horfe j and, ip compenfation, are exempted from 
the poll'tax, and fupplying recruits: •notwithftanding thefe immunities, the price 
they receive for their horfes is fo inconfiderable that they frequently produce them 
witn the grated reluctance. The iiiftant a traveller demands a fupply of freflt horfes, 
the yamlhics alFemble in crowds, and frequently wrangle to fuch a degree, as to afford 
amufement to a perfon who is not impatient to depart. I'heir fc^uabbles on this oc- 
cafion have ftruck all travellers who have given any account of this country. Chan* 
celer, the hrfl Englifhmmi who landed at Archangel, and went froip thence to Mofcow, 
could not fail to obferve this drcumftance, which equally prevailed at that period as 
at prefent f. ** Esroreffe commandement was given, that pofl-horfea fhould bee gotten 
for him and the reft of his company, without any money. Which thing was, of all 
the Ruffes in the reft of their journey, fo willingly done, that they began to (quarrel, 
yea, and to fight alfo, in ftriving and contending which of them fhould pur their poft- 
horfes to the fledde.” 

In this defeription, however, Chanceler has made a ludicrous miftake: for the objeCt 
of their fquabbles was not to obtain, but to decline, the honour of furnifhing him with 
horfes. The fame feene is often renewed at prefent, and the poft-mafter not unufually 
fettles the intricate conteft by compelling the yamfhics to draw lots. Indeed, as I have 
before remarked, it is abfolutely neceuary for« foreigner, who wifhes to travel with 
expedition, not only to provide nimfelf with a paffport, but aifo to procure a Ruffian 
foldier, who, inftead of attending to the aiT^uments of the peafants, or waiting for the 
flow mediation of the poft-mafter, fummarily decides the bufmefs by the powerful in- 
terpofition of his cudgel. The boors, quickly Jilenced by this dun^ mode of argumen¬ 
tation |, find no difficulty in adjufting their pretenfions, and the horfes almoft inftantly 
make their appearance. 

In our route through Ruffia I was furprized at the propenfity of the natives to 
fmging. Even the peafants who aCled. in the capacity of coachmen and poftillions, 
were no fooner mounted than they began to warble an air, and continued it, without 
the leaft intermiffion, for feveral hours. But what ftill more aftonifhed me was, 
that they performed occafionally in parts. I frequently obferved them engaged in a 
kind of mufical dblogue, making reciprocal queftions and re^onfes, as if chanting 
(if I may fo exprefs myfelf) their ordinary converfation. The poftilions Jing from the 
beginning to the end of a ftage; the foldiers fmg during their march; the countrymen 
Jing amid tl)eir moft laborious occupations; the public-houfes re-echo with their carols; 
and in a ftill evening 1 have fi^uently heard the air vibrate with the notes of the fur¬ 
rounding villages. 

An ingenious author §, long refideat in Ruffia, who turned his attention to the 
ftudy of the national mufi^ gives the:ibilowing information upon this fubjeS. The 
general mufic that prevails among the common people in Ruffia, from the Dana to 
the Amoor and the Frozen Ocean, confifts in one fpecies of fimple melody, which 
admits df infinite variationj accor^g to the ability of the finger^ or the cuftom of the 
feveral provinces In this extenfive empire. The words of the fongs are moftly in 
profe, and often extempore, according to the immediate iifvention or recolle£lbn cd* 

f 

• Three quarters of a mile. The price however has been fince increaK'd. 

t Hackliiyt’s Voyages, vol. i. p. 247. ^ Argumtntunvhacalmum. 

f Staehlin. See bia Nacrichten von der Mufik in Rufsland, in Haygold'a Beylagen, vol. i|^. 60 to 
£5; where fpecimens of this air are given. .ff 
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ilie finger ; perhaps an antient legend, the hillory of an enormous giant, a defcription 
of a beautiful girl, a dialogue between a lover and his miftrefs, or the account of a mur¬ 
der. Sometimes they are merely letters and fyllables taken from an old accidence, 
metrically arranged, and adapted to this general air. Thefe words are chiefly ufed by 
mothers in fmging to their children ; while the boors perform their national dance to 
the fame tune, accompanied- with inftrumental mufic. The fubjeft of the fong alfo fre¬ 
quently alludes to the adventures of the finger, or to his prefent fituation; and the 
peafants adapt the topics of their common difeourfe and their difputes with each other, to 
this general air; which, altogether, forms an extraordinary efife^, and led me to con- 
jeQure, that they chant^ their ordinary converfation. 


Chap. X.—Novogerod.—jintiquiiy, Power^ Grandeur^ Independence^ Decline^ Subjection, 
and Downfall.—Prefent State.-^athedral of St. Sophia. ^ Early Introdt^ion of Paint¬ 
ing into Ruffia. —Price of Provifions.—Incidents of the Journey to Peterjburgh. 

At Bronitza we crofled the Mafia upon a raft compofed of feven or eight trees rudely 
joined together,' which fcarcely afforded room for the carriage and two horfes. We 
then continued our route, through a Iwel country, to the banks of the Volkovetz, or 
little Volkof, which we paffed in a ferry j and, after mounting a gentle rife, defeended 
into the open marfhy plain of pafiure, which reaches, without interruption, to the walls 
of Novogorod. That town, at a fmall diftance, exhibited a moft magnificent appear¬ 
ance, and, from the great number of churches and convents, which on every fide pre¬ 
sented themfelves to view, announced pur approach to a confiderable city; but our 
expeSations were by no means realized. 

No place ever filled me with more melancholy ideas of fiiHen grandeur, than Novo¬ 
gorod. It is one of the mofi ancient cities in Ruflia; and was Formerly called Great 
Novogorod, to diftinguiih it from other Ruffian towns of a fimilar appellation *. Ac¬ 
cording to Neflor, the earliefi of the Ruffian hiflorlans, it was built at the fame time 
with Kiof, in the middle of the fifth century, by a SclavonUm horde, who iflued from 
the banks of the Volga. Its antiquity is proved by a pafiage in the Gothic hiftorian, 
Jomandes, in which it is called Civitas Nova, or New Town t> We have little infight 
into its hiftory before the ninth century, when Ruric, the firfi Great-duke of Ruffia^ 
made it the metropolis of his vaft dominions. The year fubfequent to his death, in 879,. 
the feat of government was removed, under bis fon Igor then an infimt, td Kiof; and 
Novogorod continued above a century under the jurudi^Hon of governors nominated 
by the Great Dukes. At length, in 970, Svatollaf, the fon of Igor, created his third 
fon Vlodimir Duke of Novogorod : Vlbdimir, fucceeding his father in the throne of 
Ruffia, ceded the town to his fon Yaroflaf; who, in 1036, granted to the inhabitants 
confiderable privileges, that laid the foundation of their liberty. From this period No¬ 
vogorod was for a long time govmiked by its own Dukes: thefirSovereigns were at firft 
inbordinate to the Great Dukes, who refided al Kiof and Volo^mir; but afterwards, 
as the town increafed in ^pulation atxd wealth, gradually uTurped an abfolute inde^ 
pendency |. . . 

• Nifhnei Novogorod, and Novegorad Severfitor. 

t Sclavtni a Civiute Novft et Scuvino Rnmunenfi, et heu qui appellatur Mufianui, Itc- The lake is 
the Ilmra, and the CiviMa Nora, Novosorod. S. R. G. VoL v. p. 38J;- 
% S. R. G. Vcd. T. p. 397. 
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But while they thus Ihook oiF the yoke of a diftant lord, they were unable to main* 
tain their authority over their own fubje^s. Although the fucceffion continued in the 
fame femily; yet, as the Dukes were eleded by the inhabitants, they gradually bar¬ 
tered, as tne price of their nomination, all their mod valuable prerogatives. They were 
alfo fo frequently depofed, that, f6r near two centuries, the lid of the Dukes refembles 
more a calendar of annual magidrates, than a regular line of hereditary Princes ^ and, 
in effeOr, Novogorod was a republic under the jurifdiftion of a nominal Sovereign. The 
privileges enjoyed by the inhabitants, however unfavourable to the power of the Dukes, 
proved extremely beneficial to the real intereds of the town; it became the great mart 
of trade between Ruffia and the Hanfeatic cities, and made rapid advances in opulence 
and population. At this period its dominions were fo extenfive *, its power lb great, 
and its fituation fo impregnable, as to give rife to a proverb, “ Who can refid the Gods 
and Gr^t Novogorod t 

It continued in this fiourilhing date until the middle of the fifteenth century, when 
the Great Dukes of Ruilia, who dill retained the title of Dukes of Novogorod, having 
transferred their refideiice from Kiof to Volodimir, and afterwards to Mofeow, laid claim 
to its feudal foverdignty; & demand which the inhabitants fomeiimes evaded by compo* 
fition, fomedmes by refidance, but were fometimes compelled to acknowledge. At 
length, in 1471, Ivan VaiUUevitch I. baying fecin^pd his dominions againd the inroads of 
the Tartars, and extended his empire by the conqued of the neighbouring principalities, 
aflerted his right to the fovereignty of Novogorod, and enforced his pretenfions by a 
formidable army. He vanqui^ed the troops of the republic, and having forced the 
ddzens to acknowledge bis claims, appointed a governor, who was permitted to refide 
in the town, and exercife the authority formerly veded in their own Dukes |., This 
power, however, being exceedingly limited, left them in the entire poffeffion of their 
mod valuable immunities: they retained their own laws, chofe their own magiftrates, 
and the governor never interfered in public affairs, except by appeal. 

Ivan, by no means contented with this limited fpecies of government, watched a fa^* 
vourable opportunity of extending his authority, and, in 1477, town. 

His defigns being abetted by internal feuds, the inhabitants were condrained to fubferibe 
to the conditions impofed by the haughty conqueror. The gates were thrown open j 
the Great Duke entered the place in the charader of Sovereign, and the people, ten¬ 
dering the oath of allegiance, delivered into his hands the charter of their liberties, which 
unanimity would dill have preferved inviolate. One circumftance, recorded by hido- 
rians as a proof of unconditional fubjedion, was the iremoval of an enormous bell from 
Novogorod to Mofeow, denominated by the inhabitants eternal^ and revered as the palal- 
dium of their liberty and the fymbol of their privileges. It was fufpended in the market¬ 
place ; the facred. found drew the people infkintly from the mod remote parts, and 
tolled, the fignal of foreign danger or intedine tumult. The Great Duke peremptorily 
demanded this objeft of public veneration, which he called “ Tlx larum of /edition 
and the inhabitants confidered its furrender as the fure prelude of departing liberty. 

From this period,the Great Duke betame in effed: abfolute Sovereign of Novogorod, 
although the odenfible forms of government were dill, prefefved; to enfure the obedi¬ 
ence of his new fubjeds, he tranfplanted above a thoufand of the principal citizens tO’ 

* Its territory extendtd to the north as far as the fiontiers of Livon'a and Fiolaad, and comprifed great 
part of the pit-vince of Archangel, and a large dillridt beyond the north wciUrii liinitaof Siberia. 

+ i^uis contra Deot el Magnam Novotnrdiam ? 

^ ’Hte govirnment was iimilar to that of the German republio, who achnowledge the J^inpcror as.ttljcir 
licge-lord, but arc under the jurifdiAion of their own magiilratts. 

Mofeow, 
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Mofcow, and other towns; and fecured the Kremlin oENovogorod with ftrong Walls of 
brick. Notwithftanding the defpotifm to which the inhabitants were fubjeft, and the 
oppreflion which they experienced from Ivan and his fucceifora, yet Novogorod ftill 
continued the largeft and mod commercial city in all RufGa, as will appear from the 
defcription of Richard Chanceler, who pafled through it in 1554 in his way to Mofcow, 
« Next unto Mofcow the city of Novogorod is reputed the chiefed of Ruflia j for 
although it be in majedie inferior to it, yet in greatneffe it goeth beyond it. It is the 
chiefeft and greated marte towne of all Mofcovie j and albeit the Emperor’s feate is not 
there, but at Mofco, yet the commodioufneffe of the river, falling into that gulfe which 
is called Sinus Finnicus, whereby it is well frequented by merchants, makes it more 
famous than Mofco itfelf*.” 

Its population, during this period, was fo great, that in 1508, above fifteen thoufand 
perfons med of an epidemical diforder f; more than double the number of the prefent 
inhabitants. In its mod fiouriihing condition it contained at lead four hundred thoufand 
fouls {. Under the reign of Ivan Vaflilievitch II. the profperity of Novogorod experi*- 
enced a fatal downfall; that monarch having, in 1570, difcovered a feCret correfpon- 
dence between fome of the principal inhabitants and Sigifmond Augudus King of Po^ 
land, relative to afurrender of the city into his hands, punifhed them in the mod inhu¬ 
man manner. He repaired in perfon to Novogorod, and appointed a court of inquiry, 
judly denominated the tribunal of blood. Contemporary hidorians relate that its pro¬ 
ceedings continued during the (pace of five weeks, and that on each day of this fatal 
period more than five hundred inhabitants fell yiftims to the vengeance of incenfed def¬ 
potifm. According to fome authors, twenty-five thoufand, according fo others, more 
than thirty thoufand perfons periflied in this dreadful carnage. Thofe writers, who 
were the Tzar’s enemies, have probably exaggerated the number of thefe executions j 
and it is but judice to add, that fome circumdances in fheir relations are unquedionably 
falfc: but though we ought not to give implicit credit to all the accounts recorded by 
his adverfariesj yet, even by the confeflion of his apologids, there dill remains fuf- 
ficient evidence of his favage ferocity in this barbarous tranfadion, which equals if nof 
furpaffes in cruelty, the maffacre at Stockholm under Chridian II. 

This horrid cataltrophe and the fubfequent oppreflions which the town experienced 
from that great though fanguinary Prince, impaired its drength; and it is deferibed as 
a place of defolation by Uhlfield, the Danilh Ambaffador. But although the fplendour 
of this once flourilhing town received a confiderable diminution; yet it. was-not totally 
obfeured until the foundation of Peterlburgh, whither Peter the Great transferred all 
the commerce of the Baltic, which before centered in Novogofod. 

The prefent town is furrounded by a rampart of earth, with a range of old towers at 
regular didanceS, forming a circumference of fcarcely a mile and an half; and ever 
thu inconfiderabte circle inebdes much open fpace, and many houfes which are 
mhabited. As Novogorod was built after the manner of the andent towns of tls 
country, m the Afiatic dyle, this rampart, like that of the Semlamogorod at Mofew, 
probably enclofed feveral interior circles: without it was a vad extenaveTuburbj w>ch 
reached to the didance of fix mites, and included all the convents and churches the . 

♦ Hackloyt, vel. !. p. *5^. ^ f S. R, G. vol, v. p 494. 

X According to Heym, NoTOgorod in 1783 contained futy two chiirches, fix eonventa, and 
twelve public buildinga, one thoufand five hundred and twelve houfei, of which only thirty-nV were of 
brick. The population amounted to three thoufand Uuree hundred and forty-two malea, anddree thou¬ 
fand feven hundred and eighty'J«ur femalet. 

auitient 
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antient ducal palace, and other ,ftru£lures, that now make a fplendid but folitary appear¬ 
ance in the adjacent plain. • 

Novogorod ftretches on both fides of the Volkof, a beautiful river of confiderable depth 
and rapidity, and foniewhat broader than the Thames at Windfor. This river feparates 
the town into two divifions} the Trading Part, and the Quarter of St. Sophia, which are 
united by means of a bridge, partly of wood and partly of brick. 

The firft divifion, or the Trading Part, is, excepting the Governor's houfe, a rude cluf- 
ter of wooden habitations, and in no other refped: didinguifhed from the common vil¬ 
lages than by numerous brick churches and convents, melancholy monuments of former 
^ magnificence. In all parts I was (truck with thefe remains of ruined grandeur j while 
half-cultivated fields enclofed within high palifadoes, and large fpaces covered with net¬ 
tles, attelled prefent defolation. Towards its extremity a brick edifice, and fcveral de¬ 
tached (trudures of the fame materials, ereded at the Emprefs’s expence, for a manu- 
fadure of ropes and fails, exhibited a fplendid figure when contrafted with the furround¬ 
ing hovels. 

The oppofite divifion, denominated the Quarter of St. Sophia, derives its appellation 
from the cathedral, and comprehends the fortrefs or Kremlin ereded for the purpofe of 
curbing the inhabitants, and preventing frequent infurredions. It is of an oval form, 
and furrounded by a high brick wall, ftrengthened with round and fquare towers: the 
wall is fimilar to that which enclofes the Kremlin at Mofeow, and was alfo built in 14 go 
by the Italian archited Solario, of Milan, at the order of Ivan Vaifilievitch I. foon after 
the conquelt of Novogorod. The fortrefs contains the cathedral of St. Sophia, the old 
archiepifcopal manfion with the (lair-cafe on the outfide, part of a new palace not 
finilhed, and a few other brick buildings; but the remaining fpace is a wafte, overfpread 
with weeds and nettles, and covered with ruins. 

The cathedral of St. Sophia, one of the mo(l antient churches in Ruffia, was begun 
in 1044 by Vlodimir Yaroilavitch, Duke of Novogorod, and completed in 1051 *. It 
was probably conftruded foon after Chriftianity was introduced into Ruflia by the 
Greeks, and called St. Sophia, from the church of that name in Conftantinople. It is 
a high ^uwe building, with a gilded cupola, and four tin domes, We entered this 
venerable 'pile through a pair of brazen gates ornamented with various figures in alto 
relievo, reprefenting the PalTion of our Saviour, and other feriptural hiftories. Accord¬ 
ing to tradition, thefe gates were brought from the antient town of Cherfon, where 
Vlodimir the Great w^as baptized, are fuppofed to be of Grecian woricmanfiiip, and are 
,in confequence of this perfuafion called Korfunlkie Dveri, the doors of Cheribn. But 
if we admit the truth of this tradition, bow (hall we account for the Latin charafters 
•^-ith which they are inferibed. 

p. c. WICKMANNVS MEGIDEBVRGENSIS 
ALEXANDER epe DEBLVCICH. 

AVE MARIA GUACIAPLEHS DHS 'EECVGL 

Tl\ firft part of this infeription feems to prove rather, fhat they came from Magde- 
burgh n Germany ; a circumftance by no m^s improbable, as the inhabitants of No- 
vogoroXinainiained, in thdfe early times, a no lefs frequent intercourfe wiUi Germany 
than wi^Greece. 

* S R. ^o1. V. p. 598. A wooden church the (ame name was conftmAcd about the year 1000, 
by Joachim, ^ firft Bifhop of Movo|'orod, on the fpot where this catbedral'now ftands. Ibid. p. 394. 
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In the infide of this cathedral are twelve maffy piers white-waflied, wL'ch, as well as 
the walls, are thickly covered with the reprefentations ©f our Saviour, the Virgin Mary, 
and of various faints. Some of thefe paintings are of very high antiquity, and probably 
anterior to the revival of the art in Italy. Many of the figures are finiflied in a hardflat 
flyle of colouring upon a gold ground., and exadly fimilar to thofe of the Greek artifts, 
by whom, according to Vafari, painting was firft introduced into Italy. 

Towards the latter end of the thirteenth century, fome Greek artifis invited to Flo¬ 
rence, painted a chapel in the church of Santa Maria Novella. Although their defign 
and colouring were hard andflat^ and they chiefly reprefented the figures on a field of 
gold', yet their produdions were much admired in that ignorant century. Cimabue, 
who was then a boy, ftruck with their performance, was accuftomed to pafs all the time 
he could fical from fchool in contemplating the progrefs of their work. His enthufiafm 
being thus kindled, he turned his whole attention to the ftudy of an art to which his 
genius feemed inclined. His firft compofitions had all the defefts of the mafters whom 
he imitated ; but he gradually improved as he advanced, and laid the firft rude founda¬ 
tion of that aftonifliing excellence which the fchools of Italy, afterwards attained. 

As painting w'as brought into Italy from the Greek empire, when there was fcarcely 
any connexion-between thofe two countries, we may be well afluredit was introduced 
at a more early period into Ruflia, from the fame quarter; not only becaufe a conftant 
intercourfe had been long maintained between the Great Dukes and Emperors of Con- 
ftantinople, and becaufe the Patriarch was formerly the head of the church eftabliihed in 
Ruflia; but likewife becaufe the Ruffians being converted to Chriftianity by the Greeks, 
were accuftomed, after their example, to decorate their temples with various figures, 
and muft have received from them many portraits of faints, which form in their religion 
a neceflary part of divine worfhip. We may conclude, therefore, that the cathedral of 
St. Sophia, which was built in the eleventh centui^, and is one of the moft antient 
churches of Ruflia, was ornamented with figures of.faints by the Greek artifts, whom 
the Great Dukes of Novogorod drew from Conftantinople. The reprefentations in 
queftion, indeed, are fuch mere daubings, as not to deferve a particular inquiry, if it 
did not alfift in illuftrating the progrefs of the liberal arts, and afeertaining the early in- 
troduQion of painting into this country, at a period when it was probably unknown 
even in Italy 

Several Princes of the ducal family of Ruflia are interred in this cathedral. The firft 
is Vlodirair Yaroflavitch, who was bom in 102c, died in 1051 1 » and buried in this 
church, which he had juft completed. Befides his tomb, are thofe of his mother Anne, 
daughter of the eaftern Emperor Romanus, his wife Alexandra, his brother Micfliflaf, 
and laftly, of Feodor, brother of Alexander Nevfla, who died in 1228. The molt 
antient of thefe fepulchres are of canned wood gilt, filvered, and furrounded with 
iron rails; the others are of brick and mortar. Within the fandtuary the walls are 
covered with-Mofaic compartments, of edarfe workmanfliip, but curious from their 
antiquity. , 

Our landlord is a German, and his ittn,'thbugh fpiall, one of thp moft commodious 
we had hitherto met witfr in Ruflia ; it was neatly furnilhed, and aflbrded beds, an 
article of fin^Iar luxury in this colinfify, which we had no fmall difficulty to procure, 
eveU in the city' of Mofeow. 

e 

* Jam diu pingunt Rutheni, et qnis credat i feculo duodecimo, fays Falconi.-.* See EiTai far la Bib. Stc. 
p. 19. 

f 8. R. G. vol. V. p. J99. 
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By the affiftance of our landlord we obtained the price of provifions in thefe parts ♦; 


Butcher’s meat per Ruffian, pound t» 

Black bread per ditto. 

White common ditto, - 
French ditto, 

Butter ditto. 

Ten eggs from 
Pair of fowls from 
Fatted goofe,' 

Couple of wild ducks. 

Tame ditto. 

Brace of Partridges, 

Black game,-cock and hen» 

Hare, 

Quart of milk, 

Beft fpirituous liquors per quart, 

Worft fort. 

Pair of peafant’s leather fhoes. 

Boots, - - . 

Round hat, 

Peafant’s ftdrt, no collar or wriftband, and very ffiort. 
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Our coach being much lhattered by the bad roads, we left it at Novogorod, and con¬ 
tinued our journey in kibitkas^ the common carriages of the country. A kibitka is a 
fmall cart, capable of containing two pwfons abreait, while the driver fits upon the fur- 
ther extremity clofe to the horfe's tails. It is about five feet in length, and the hinder 
half is covered with a femi-circular tilt, open in front like the top of a cradle, made of 
laths interwoven and covered with birch or beech bark. There is not a piece of iron 
in the whole machine. It has no fprings, and is faftened by means of wooden pins, 
ropes, and (ticks, to the body of the carriage. The Ruffians, when they travel in thefe 
kibitkas, pldce a feather-bed in the bottom, admirably calculated to break the intoler- 
able jolts and concuffions, occafioned by the uneven timber roads. With this precau¬ 
tion, a kibitka, though inferior in fplendour, equals in comfort the moil commodious 
vehicle. The traveller ftretches himfelf at length upon the feather-bed, and if inclined, 
may dofe away the journey in perfeft tranquillity. But being novices in the method of 
equipping this fpecies of conveyance, we fuffered a layer of trunks End Other hard bagr 
gage to befubftituted in' the place of feather-beds: thefe fubftsuices, fo much more 
bulky, and fo much lefs yielding than down, obliged its either to fit under the tilt in a 
floping pofture, or upon the narrow edge of the carriage in the alternate enjo|^ment 
of which deleftable pofitions we pafled twelve hours without intermiffion, and with no’ 
refrefhment. Thofe who have ever regaled themfelves amidft a pile of loofe trunks 
and boxes in the balket of a heavy-laden fiage coach, over the roughed pavement, 
would efieem that mode of conveyance luxury to what we experienced. Our impa¬ 
tience, however, to reaeb'Peterfburg beguiled m fome meafurethe bruifes we received 
from our kibitkas and their contents, and induced us to perfevere in our route till after 
ten as night} when, being depofited in a fmall village, 1 had fcarcely ftrengjth remain-^ 

• A RuiBim pound—^141 Englilh ouneei. * t 
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ing to crawl to fome frefh ftraw fpread for our beds in the corner of an unfurniflied inn. 
With the comforts of this delightful place of repofe I*was fo enamoured, that I could 
not be prevailed upon to relinquifh it even for’a few minutes, for the enjoyment of an 
excellent ragout prepared by cur fervant, which a conltant fading fince nine in the 
morning tended greatly to recommend. 

A tolerable night’s reft, and the profped of only fifty miles between us and Peterf- 
burgh, induced us to re-affume our former ftations, and to brave a repetition of our 
fatigue. The country we paffed‘through was ill calculated to alleviate our fufferings, 
by transferring our aittention from ourfelves to the furrounding objeds. Excepting 
the environs of Novogorod, which were tolerably open, the road made of timber, and 
as ftraight as an arrow, ran through a perpetual foreft, without the leaft intermixture 
of hill or dale, and with few flips of cultivated ground. Through this dreary extent, 
the gloomy uniformity of the foreft was only broken by a few folitary villages, at long 
diftances from each other, without the intervention of a fingle houfe. Itchora, the lalt 
village at which we changed horfes, though but twenty miles from the capital, was fmall 
and wretched, and the adjacent country as inhofpitable and unpeopled as that we had al¬ 
ready pafled. About ten miles from Itchora we fuddenly turned to the right, and the 
fccne inftantly brightened; the woods gave way to cultivation,\the country began to be 
enlivened with houfes, the inequalities of the timber road were fucceeded by the level 
of a fpacious caufeway, equal to the finell turnpikes of England, the end of each verft • 
was marked with fuperb mile-ftones of granite and marble, and a Ipng avenue of trees 
was clofed at the diftance of a few miles with a view of Peterlburgh, me objeft of our 
wifhes, and the termination of our labours. 


Chav. l\l.-—JuJiification of Peter the Great for transferring the Seat of Empire from 
Mofeow to St. Peterjburgh.—Defeription of the new Metropolis—-Foundation and 
Progrefs.—Circumference and Population.—Inundations of the Neva.—Remarkable 
Flood in Bridge of Pontoons.—Plan for a Bridge f a fingle Arch acrofs the 

Neva—Coloffal Statue of Peter the Great.—Account of the Pedejtal^ and its Conveyance 
to Peterjburgh.—General Obfervations on the Weather during the Wtnter.-^Precautions 
againft the Cold,-—Diverfions and Winter Seem upon the Neva.—Ice Hilts.—Annual 
Fair. 

’ , _J»V 

SAINT Peterfbm'gh is (Ituated in the latitude of 59® 56' 23’’' north, and longitude 
30® 25’ eaft, from the meridian of (Greenwich. It ftands upon tlfe Neva, near the 
Gulph of Finland, and is built partly on ibme iflands in the mouth of that river, and 
partly on the continent. The principai divifions are: i. The Admiralty quarter. 
2. The Valfili Oftroff. 3. The foitrefs. 4. Thelfland of St. Peterlburgh} and 
5. The various fuburbs, called the fuburbs of Livonia, of Mofeow, of Alexander Nev- 
Iki, and of Wiburgh. Their refpediye fituation will be better explained by the an¬ 
nexed plan of the town, than by the moft elaborate defeription. 

Peter the Great incurred confiderable cenfure for transferring >tlie feat of empire 
from Mofeow to St. Peterlburgh; it has been ur^ed, widi fome degree of plaufibility, 
that he was in efted; more an Afiaiic than an European fovereign; that Mofeow, lying 

■ * Throughout all the high toads of Kaflla, each verft (or three quarters of amile) is marked by a wooden 
poll, about twelve feet in height,painted red. 
f- Oitrof figniftes lilaiid. . 
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nearer to the center of his dominions, was better calculated for the imperial refidence; 
and that, by removing his capita.1, he neglefted the interior provinces, and facrificed 
every confideration to his predilcftion for the fettlements upon the Baltic. 

But although Pgterfburgh is fituated at the extremity of RuiSa, he did not negleO: 
any other part of his vaft dominions. On the cUntrary, he was no lefs attentive to his 
Aliatic than to his European provinces; his repeated negotiations with the Chinefe, 
his campaigns againft the Turks, and his conqueit of the Perfian provinces, which bor¬ 
der upon the Cafpian, prove the truth of this affertion. It is no lefs obvious, that Eu¬ 
rope was the quarter from whence the greateft danger to his throne impended; that the 
Swedes were his moft formidable enemies, and from them the very exiftence of his em¬ 
pire was threatened with annihilation. It was not by leading his troops againft the de- 
. fultory bands of Turks or Perfians, that he acquired a folid military force; but by train¬ 
ing them to endure the firm attack of regular battalions, and to learn to conquer from 
repeated defeats; with this defign, the nearer he fixed his feat to the borders of Swe¬ 
den, whofe veterans had long been the terror of the north, the more readily his troops 
would imbibe their military fpirit, and learn their well regulated manoeuvres. Add to 
this, that the proteftion of the new commerce, which he opened through the Baltic, de¬ 
pended upon the creation and maintenance of a naval force, which required his immedi¬ 
ate and almofl continual infpeflion. To this drcumflance alone is owing the rapid and 
refpeflable rife of the Ruffian power, its prepohderance in the north, and political im¬ 
portance in the fcale of Europe. In a word, had not Peter transferred the feat of go¬ 
vernment to the ffiores of the Baltic, the Ruffian navy had never rode triumphant in the 
Turkifh feas; and Catharine II. had never flood forth, the arbitrefs of the north, and 
the mediatrix * of Europe. 

The internal improvement of the Ruffian Empire, the great objefl of Peter’s reign, 
was CQofiderably advanced by approaching the capital to the more civilized parts of Eu¬ 
rope; by this means he drew the nobility from their rude magnificence and feudal dig¬ 
nity at Mofcow, to a more immediate dependence upon the Sovereign, to morepolifhed 
manners, to a greater degree of focial intercourfe. Nor did any other caufe, perhaps, 
fo much tend to promote his plans for the civilization of his fubjefls, as the removal of 
the imperial feat from the inland provinces to the Gulf of Finland. 

In oppofttion, therefore, to the cenfurers of Peter, we cannot but efteem this a£l as 
extremely benehcial, and might even venture to affiert, that if, by any revolution of Eu¬ 
rope, this empire fhould lofe its acquifitions on the Badtic; if the court fhould repair to 
IVlofcow, and maintain a fainter connefUon with the European powers before an eifential 
reformation in the maimers of the people takes place; Ruffia would foon relapfe into 
her onginal barbarifm, and no traces of the memorable improvements introduced by 
Peter I. and Catharine II. be found but in the, «mals of hiftory. .. 

In walking about this metropolis I was filled with aflonifhment on refiefling, that lb 
late as the beginmng of this century, the ground on which Peterlburgh now (lands was a 
morafs occupied by a few filhermen’s huts. The firfl building of the city is fo recent 
as to be almoft remembered by perfonji now alive, and its gradual progrefs is traced 
without difficulty. * Peter the Great having wrefled Ingria pom the Swedes, and ad¬ 
vanced the boundaries of his empire to the fhores of the Baltic, determined to ereft a 
fortrefs upon a fmall iiland ia the modth of the Neva, for prote^g his conquefls, and 

* It muft be remembered, that Catharine 11 . mediated thrpnice o£ Tefchen, in J799, between the Em¬ 
peror of Germany and the King of Prufiia. 
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opening a new channel of commerce *. As a prelude to this undertaking, a fmall 
battery was raifed on another ifland of the Neva, upon* the fpot now occupied by the 
Academy of Sciences, and was commanded by Vaffili Demitrievitch Kotihmin. All 
the orders of the Emperor fent to this officer being direfted Va^li na Ojirof, To 
Vaffili upon the ifland, this part of the totii^n was called Vq/Uli OJlroU or the ifland of 
Vaffili. ■ ' ' 

Thefortrefs was begun on the t6th of May, 1703} and, notwirhftanding the ob- 
ftruftions arifing from the marfhy nature of the ground, and the inexperience of the 
workmen, a fmall citadel, furrounded with a rampart of earth, and ftrengthencd with 
fix baftions, was completed in a fliort time. An author t» who was in Ruflia at that 
period, informs us, “ that the labourers were not furnifhed with the neceflfary tools, 
as pick-axes, fpades and ffiovels, wheel-barrows, planks and the like; notwithftanding 
which, the work went on-with fuch expedition, that it was furprifing to fee the fortrefs 
raifed witlrin Icfs than five months, though the earth, which is very fcarce thereabouts, 
was, for the greater part, carried by the labourers in the Ikirts of their clothes, and 
in bags made of rags and old mats, the ufe of wheel-barrows being then unknown to 
them.’* 

Vfithin the fortrefs a few wooden habitations were ereQied. For his own immediate 
refidence, Peter alfo ordered, in the beginning of 1703, a fmall hut to be raifed in an 
adjacent ifland, which he called the iflarfd of St. Peteiiburgh, and from which the new 
metropolis has derived its name: this hut was low and fmall, and is ftill preferved in 
memory of the fovereign who condefeended to dwell in it. Near it was foon after¬ 
wards conftrufted another wooden habitation, but larger and more commodious, in 
which Prince Mentchikof refided, and gave audience to foreign minifters. At a fmall 
diftance was an inn, much frequented by the courtiers and perfons of all ranks; to 
which Peter frequently repaired on Sundays after divine fervice, and caroufed with 
his fuite and others who happened to be prefent, as fpedators of the fire-works and di^ 
verfions exhibited by his orders. 

On the 30th of May, 1706, Peter demolilhed the final! citadel, and began the found¬ 
ation of the new fortrefs on the fame fpot. In 1710, Count Golovkin built the firft 
edifice of brick, and in the following year the Tzar, with his own hand, laid the founda¬ 
tion of a houfe, to be ere£led with the fame materials From thefe fijiall beginnings 
rofe the prefent metropolis of Ruffia; and in lefs than nine years, the feat of empire was 
transferred from Mofeow to Peterfburgh. — 

The defpotic authority and zeal of Peter for the improvement of the new capital,, 
will appear from his mandates. In 1714 he enjoined, that all buildings upon the ifland 
of St. Peterfburgh, and in the Admiralty quarter, particularly thofe on the banks of the 
Neva, iliould be conilrufled after the G^rmaa manner,, with timber and brick; that: 
the nobility and principal merchants fhould be obliged to have houfes in Peterfburgh; 
that every large vefTel navigating to the city, fhould bring thirty ftones, every fmall one 
ten, and every peafant’s waggon three, towards the conftrudion of the bridges and: 
other public works; that the roofs of the houfes ffiould be no longer covered with birch 
planks and bark, fo dangecoua in cafp of fire, but with dies or clods of earth* In 1716, 
a regular plan § for the new city was approved Peter; the principal part* of the new 
metropolis was to be fituated in the ifland of Vaffili-Oflrof; and, in imitation of die 

• 

* See Hlft. Geog. and Top. Befehreibung der Stadt. S. Pet. in the Journal- of St. Pet. for 1779,. 

f Perry’s State of Ruflia, toL i. p. ,!;oo. f Journal of St. Peterfburgh, 1799. 

§ The reader will find a delineation of this plan in Perry’s State of Ruflia. 
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Dutch towns) canals were to be cut through the principal ftreets, and lined with ave¬ 
nues of trees; but it has never been carried into execution ; and under the Emprefs 
Anne, the imperial refidence was renloved to the Admiralty quarter. The nobility 
foon followed the example of the fovereign; and, excepting fome public edifices, and 
the row of houfes fronting the Neva, the Vaflili-Oftrof is the word part of the city, and 
contains more wooden buildings than all the other quarters. 

Succeeding fovereigns have continued to embellifh Peterlburgh, but none more than 
the prefent Emprefs, who may be called its fecond founder. Notwithftanding, how¬ 
ever, all thefe improvements, it bears every mark of an infant city, and is ftill “ only 
an immenfe outline, which will require future Empreifes and almoft future ages to 
complete*.” The ftreets in general are broad t.and fpacious; and three of the prin. 
* cipal ftreets, which meet at the Admiralty, and reach to the extremities of the fuburbs, 
aie at leaft two miles in length. Moft of them are paved j but a few are ftill fuffered 
to remain floored with plan^. In feveral parts of the metropolis, particularly in the 
Vaflili-Oftrof, wooden houfes and habitations, fcarcely fuperior to common cottages, 
are blended with the pubHc buildings j but this motley mixture is far lefs common than 
at Mofcow. 

The brick houfes are ornamented with a white ftucco, which has led leveral travellers 
to aflert that they are built with done; Whereas, unlefs I am miftaken, there are only 
two ftone ftrudures in all Peterfburgh; the oife the church of St, Ifaac, of hewn gra¬ 
nite, and marble columns, not yet finilhed ; the other the marble palace, conftrudted at 
the expence of the Emprefs, on the banks of the Neva. Her Imperial Majefty gave this 
fuperb edifice to Prince Orlof; and, at his death, purchafed it from his executor for 
a,000,000 of roubles. The ftyle of architefture is magnificent but heavy; the front 
is compofed of poliihed granite and marble, and finiflied with fuch nicety, and in a ftyle 
fo fuperior to the contiguous buildings, that it feems to have been tranfported to the 
prefent fpot, like a palace in the Arabian tales, raifed by the enchantment of Aladdin’s 
lamp |. It contains forty rooms upon each floor, and is fitted up in a ftyle of fuch 
fplendour, that the expence of the furniture amounted to i ,500,000 roubles. 

The manftons of the nobility are vaft piles of building, but not in general upon fo 
magnificent a fcale as feveral 1 obferved at Mofcow: they are furniflied with great cod, 
and as elegantly as thofe at Paris or London. They are fituated chiefly on the fouth fide 
of the Neva, either in the Admiralty quarter, or in the fuburbs of Livonia and Mofcow, 
which are the fineft parts of the City. 

The views upon the banks of the Neva exhibit the moft grand and lively fcenes I ever 
beheld. That river is in many places as broad as the Thames at London; it is alfo 
deep, rapid, and as tranfparent as cryftal; and the banks are lined with handfomc'^ 
buildings. On the north fide, the fortrefs, t|ie Academy of Sciences, and Academy 
of Arts, are the moft ftriking objects.: on the Oppofite fide are the imperial palace, the 
Admiralty, the raanfions of many Ruffian nobles, and the EngHlb line, fo called, becaufe 
the whole row i$ principally occupied by the Englifli merchants. In the front of thefe 
buildings, on the fouth fide, is the Qus;y, which ftretches for three miles, except where 
it is interrupted by'the Admiralty; and the Neva, during the whole of that fpace, has 
been lately embanked by a wall, parapet, and payetnent of^ewn granite ; a magnifi¬ 
cent and durable monument of imperial munificence. The cinals of Catherine, and of 

* Wraxall’s Tour, p 431. 

t They are moftly as broad at Oxford ftreel: thofe with canals much broader. 

^ In this palace otanillaus, the abdicated king of Poland, died. 
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theFontanka *, which are feyeral miles in ien^h, have been recently emi^anked in the 
fame jnanner, and add greatly to the beauty or the metropolis. 

The quantity of polimd granite ufed in thefe’public works is Ibfficient to aftonifh an 
European archite£l, who conhders the hardnefs of the ftone» and the difficulty with 
which it is polilhed. I have frequently viewed with furprize ’Iffie procefs employed by 
the Ruffian workmen, in fmoothing the granite. They batter the ftone with an iron, 
hammer edged with fteel ; the'quantity which flies off at each ftroke is almoft imper. 
ceptible; but by repeatedly finking the fame place, the prominent parts are worn 
away, and the flone becomes fmooth. To this gradual attrition may be applied the 
proverb, 

Gutta eavat lapidenu non vi fed fape cadendo* 

Peterfburgh, though more compaft than other Ruffian cities, with the houfes in 
many ftreets contiguous to each other, flill bears a refemblance to the towns of this 
country, and is built in a very draggling manner. By an order lately iffued from go¬ 
vernment, the city has been enclofed within a rampart, the circumference whereof is 
twenty-one verds, or fourteen Englilh miles. 

The average population of Peterfburgh may be colle£ted from the lids of births and 
deaths during feven years. 
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Natives. 
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Foreigners. 
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3*>7 
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Total of births for feven years 36,672 Total of Deaths 


32,165 


Annual average of births, omitting fmall fraflions •> 5238 

of deaths - - - 4594 

\ 

By multiplying the births flue thoufahd two hundred and thirty-eight by twenty five, 
the fum is one hundred and thirty-four thodaM nine hundred and fifty; and the deaths 
four thoufand five hundred and. ninety-four by twenty-fix, the fum is one hundred and 
nineteen thoufend four hundred and forty four. By taking the medium, therefore, 

* AodthcMoika fine* my departure. 
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between theVe two fums, we have one hundred and twenty.fix thoufand fix hundred 
and ninety-feven for the number of inhabitants *. 

Peterfburgh, from its low and marfliy fituation, is fubjeft to inundations, which 
fometimes threaten the town with a total fubmerfion, I'hefe floods are chie% occa- 
fioned by a weft or fouth-weft wind, which, blowing diredtly from the gulf, obftruds 
the current of the Neva, andcaufes an accumulation of the waters. On the i6th of 
November we had nearly perfonal experience of this dreadful calamity. Being in¬ 
vited to a mafquerade at the Cadet’s in the Vafliii Ollrof, on our approach to the 
bridge we perceived that a ftormy weft wind had fwelled the riv^r io confiderably as to 
elevate the pontoons; and the bridge was in danger of being carried away. Inftead, 
therefore, of repairing to the mafquerade, we rcturn'.'d home, and waited for fome 
hours in awful expeftation of an immediate deluge, ^-’rovidentially a I'udden change 
of wind preferved Peterlburgh from the impending calailrophe, and the inhabitants 
from an almolt univerfal confternation, which recent lufl'erings itnprrfled upon their 
minds. I allude to the flood m the month of September 1777, whofe effects are thus 
deferibed : “fin the evening of the 9th a violent ft''’"m of wind blowing at S.W. and 
afterwards W. raifed the Neva and its various branches tO lO great a height, that at 
five in the morning the waters poured over their bank, and fuddeijly overflowed the 
town, but more particularly the Vafliii Oftrof and the ilia..., of St. Peterfburgh. The 
forrent rofe in feveral ftreets to the depth o 5 four feet and an half: and overturned, 
by its rapidity, various buildings and bridges. About feven, the wind fhifting to N.W. 
the flood fell fuddenly •, and at mid-day moft of the llrects, which in the morning could 
only be paffed in boats, became dry. For a fliort time the river rofe ten feet feven 
inches above its ordinary level.” 

The divifions of Peterfburgh, on each fide of the Neva, are connefted by a bridge 
on pontoons, which was ufually removed when the large maffes of ice driven down the 
ftream from the lake Ladoga J, firft made their appearance, and for a few days, until 
the river was frozen fufficiently hard to bear carriages, there was no communication 
between the oppofite parts of the town. The depth of the river renders it extremely 
difficult to build a ftone bridge: and if one fliould be conftrufted, it would probably be 
deftroyed by thefevaft llioals of ice. To remedy this incovenience, a Ruffian peafant 
projeSed- the fublime plan of throwing a wooden bridge of a Angle arch acrofs the 
river, which in its narrowed part is nine hundred and eighty feet in breadth. The 
artift has executed a model ninety-eight feet in length, \. hich I examined with great 
attention, .as he explained the proportion and mechaniftn. 

* Sufflick eflimates the population of Peterfburgh at one hundred and thirty-three thoufand one 
hundred and ninety-lie, by multiplying the births by twenty eightand one hundred and thirty-two 
thot.fand nine hundred and ninety, by multiplying the deaths by twenty flx ; neither of which numbers 
diileis fflentially from the average number in the text: he adds, that Peterfburgh is the only large town 
in which there are more births than deaths. The population of Prterfburgh is continually incrcafing, as 
well from the excefs of the births above the deaths, as from the influx of natives and foreigners. According 
to a cenftis taken in 1784, it contained one hundred and twenty-fix thoufand‘eight hundred and twenty- 
feven males, and fi^ty-livc thoufand fix liniitlrcd and nineteen females, including about twenty-feven 
thoufand eight hundred and ninety foreigners ; in all one hundred and^nincty-two thoufand four hundred 
and forty.fix perfons. 

According to ProfefTor Heym (Encyclopedi* des Ruflifehen Reichy) Peterfburgh was twenty-four 
verfts in circumference in 1784, and contained feventy-one chtttplies, and three thoufand four hundred and 
thirty-one houfes, of which one thoufand two hundred and ninety-one ware of brick, and two thoufand 
one hundred and forty of wood. f Journ. St. Pet.-Sept. 1777. 

This bridge was, in December 1779, replaced for the fit ft lime, and continued during the winter, 
a pradife which lias been fince renewed, and renders the communication more convenient. 
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The bridge is conftruded on the fame prinpiple as that of SchalFhaufen, ‘excepting 
that the mechanifm is more complicated, and Ute road not fo level. I lhall attempt to 
dcfcribe it by fuppofing it fmidied, as that will convey the beft idea of the plan. The 
bridge is roofed at the top, and enclofed at the fides; it is formed by four frames of 
timber, two on each fide, compofed of beams or trufies, which fupport the whole 
fabric. The road is not carried over the top of the arch, but fufpendcd in the middle. 

Feet. 


Length of the a^-'utment on the north end - - 658 

Span of the arch - . - < - 980 

Length of the abutment o.i the fouth end - 658 

' Length of the whole fit (? e - - 2396 

'J he plane of the roau opo. ‘is fi a.^ert ...akf'ian angle of five df'grees 
with thi ordhary furface of the ’ v 

Mca Ic 1 the river to the top 0*: uje in .he center - 168 

Ditto to the botioni of'he bridge - • ~ iq6 

Ileigh^ of the bridge in t! j c<^ntev - > 42 

I' .ight fro'm the bottom of *he bridge in the center > the road • 7 

Height fn'I, the bott im of the brid(.,e to the water .. . 84 

Height from the water to the I'pring ot the arci. - - 56 

I’here is a ’ifterence of thiriy-five teet between the road at the fpring of the arch. 


and the road at the center; !a other words, an afeent of thirty-five feet in four hun¬ 
dred ar'i ninety, which is little more than eight tenths of an inch to a foot *. The 
bridge is broadcil oward the fides, .md diminifhes towards the center.* 

In tnc broadcil part it is - . 168 feet. 

In the center or narrowaft - 42 

Tht jreadth of the road is - , . 28 , 

The artift informed me, that lO tonftrufi: the bridge would requi“e forty-nine thou- 
fand fix hundred ... a fifty iron nails, twelve thoufai.d aim hund’’ed and eight large 
trees, five thoufand five hundred beams, and that it would coll 300,000 roubles, or 
60,000!. He fpeaks of this bold projeft with the warmth of genius, and is convinced 
that it is praflicable., 1 mull own, 1 am of the fame opinion, though I hazard it with 
great diffidence. What a noble effefl would be produced by a briqge fpringing acrofs 
the Neva, with an arch nine hundred and eighty feet wide, and towering one hundred 
and fixty-eight feet from the furface of the water! Th^ defeription of fuch a bridge 
feems almolt chimerical; and yet, on irtlpefting the model, we are reconciled to the 
idea. But whether the execution of this fiudendous work may be deemed poilible or 
not, the model itfelf is worthy of attention, and reflefts high honour on the inventive 
faculties of untutored genius: it is fo compaft, that it has fupported three thoufand 
five hundred and forty po®d, or onetundred and twenty-feven thoufand four hundred 
and forty pounds, without fwerving from its dirqftion, which is lar more, in proportion 
10 its fize, than the bridge, if completed, would have occafion to fufiain from the pref- 
fure of the carris^es added to its own weight. 

* The afeent of the rOad of the bridge of .Schatfhabfen is barely four tentbs of an Inch in a foot. 
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The proje^lor of this plan was apprenticed to a fliop-keeper at Niflinei Novogorod ; 
ami, like the Swifs carpenter who built, the bridge of SchalFhaufen*, unacquainted 
with the theory of mechanics. Oppniitc to his dwelling was a wooden clock, which 
excited his curiofity; by repeated examinations he comprehended the internal ftruc- 
ture, and, without afliftance, formed one exactly fimilar. His fuccefs in this eflay 
urged him to undertake the conflruttion of met.il clocks and watches. The Einprefs, 
acquainted witli thefe wonderful exertions of native genius, took him under her pro- 
teflion, and lent him to England ; from whence, on account of,his ignorance of the 
lanfuagc, he loon returned to Rullia. I Caw a repeating watch of his workmanlhip at 
the'*Academy of Sciences t' it is about ilie bigneCs of an egg; in the inlide is repreContea 
• the tomb of our Saviour, with the ilone at the entrance, and tiie centinels upon duty; 
fuddenly the Hone is removed, the centincis fall down, tiie angels appear, the women 
enter the fepulchrc, and the chant performed on Ealler-evc is heard. Tjjefe are 
trilling, although curious perfonnances; but the plan of the bridge was a fublimo 
conception. This pcrlon, whofe name is Kulibin, bears the appearance of a Rullian 
pcaCant; he has a long beard, and wears the common dreCs of the country ; lie re¬ 
ceives a penlioa from the Einprefs, and is encoiuagcd to follow the bent of his me¬ 
chanical genius. 

The noblelt monument of the gratitude and generation paid to Peter I. is his equel- 
trian llatue in bronze, of coloffal fize; it is the work of Falconet, the celebratcxl 
French llatuary, cad at the expence of Catharine II. in honour of her great predc- 
i clfor, whom Ihe reveres and iniitates. The monarch is repreiented in the attitude of 
mounting a precipice,. the Cummit of which he .has nearly attained. His head is un¬ 
covered, and crowned with a laurel; he wears a loofe veil in the Afiatic ftyle, with 
half-boots, and fits on a houfing of be.ar-fK.m: the right hand is Itretched out, as in 
the afl: of giving benediction to his people, and the left holds the reins. I’he defign 
is mafterly, and ihe attitude bold and fpirited. The Hat pofition of the right hand i.s 
deficient in dignity, and Has an unpleafing elfett; for which real'on, the view of the 
left fide is moil linking, where the figure is graceful and animated. The horfe is 
fpringing upon the hind legs and the tail, which is full and flowing, appears flight- 
ly to touch a ferpent, artfully contrived to alii 11 in fupporting the valt weight f. The 
artill has, in this noble elTay of genius, repreiented Peter as the legiflator of his coun¬ 
try, withoiN: allulion to conquell and bloodlhcd; wifely preferring his civil qualities 
to nis military exploits |. The contrail between the compolure of Peter (though 
perhaps not charaCleriftic) and the fire of the horfe, eager to prefs forwards, is very 
llriking. 'Hie fimplicity of the infeription correfponds to the fublimity of the defign. 

PETRO PRIMO S, PETTIU PERVOMU 

CATH/ RINA SECUND/x EKATHERENA VTORAIYA 

1782. 1782. 

* For tlie accounlSftlM! bridge of Scha(Fh*aHftn, fee Travels in Switzerland, Letter II. 

+ The height of the hero is eleven feet; of the horfe feventetn '.he bronze in the thinned part is 
only three lines, hut inereafes gradually towards the hind feet of the horfe to one inch } the weight of the 
whole (eaclulive of ihecouiiterpoife often thoufand pounds) is foiiy-foiir thoufanJaiid forty-one KuiiCan, 

or ihiviy-f;x thoufaiid fix hundred and thirty-fix EngliftVmids. 

1 Falconet has ably refuted the cenfures urged agstinft his llaiiie oh this account. See his Letter to 
Piihrot, in “ I'leces written by Monf. Falcouet,” tranflated by Mr. Tooke, p. 47. Where the reader 
will alfo frud an engraving of the ftatue. } Catherine II. to Peter I. 
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Falconet having conceived the defign of placing the^ ftatue on a huge rock • inftead 
of a pedeftal, carefully examincil the environs of Peterfburgh, for a detached inafs 
of granite, of magnitude correfpondent to the dimenfions of the equeftrian figure i 
and after confiderable refearch, he difeovered, near the village of Lachta, a fiupendous 
crag, half burieil in the mklll of a raarfiiy foreft. The expence and dilTicuIty of 
tranljporting it were no obftacles to Gatherine II.; the niorafs was drained, the fuivlt 
cleared, and a road four verftsin length formed from the fliorc to the Gulf of Finland. 
It was fet iri morion/5n large frielion-balls, and grooves of metal, by means of pullies 
and windlalfes, worked by four hundred men. In this manner it was conveyed, 
with forty men feated on the top, twelve hundred feet a day to the (bore, then em¬ 
barked on a nautical machine f, tranfported eight verfts by water, and landed atPeteif- 
burgh near the fpot where it is now erefted. This more than Roman work was 
acconipliflicd in lefs than fix months; the rock when landed was forty-two feet long 
at the bafe, thirty-fix at the top, eleven broad and feventeen high, and weighed fifteen- 
hundred tons. 

The pedefial, however, though ftill of prodigious magnitude, is far from retaining 
the original ditpenfions; as, in order to form a proper ftation for the flatue, and re- 
prefent an afeent, the bulk has been much diminiflied. But I could not obferve with¬ 
out regret, that the artift had refined teo much upon nature; and in order to produce 
a rcfcmblance of an abrupt precipice, had been too lavilh of the chiffcl, iSrt is too 
conlpicHous ; and the effecl would have been more fubiime had the Hone been left as 
much as polfible in its rude (late, a vaft, unwieldy, ftupendous mafs. 

The ftatue was ercflcd on the pedeftal on the 27th of Augufl: 1782, near the Ad¬ 
miralty, and the pontoon bridge over the N^eva. The ceremony was performed with 
great folemniiy, and accompanied wirh a folemn inauguration. 

Having pafTcd fcveral months in Rufiia, I (hall throw together feveral faQs and 
obfervations concerning the ftate of the weather, and the effeds of the cold in this fe- 
vere climate. 

During our journey from Mofeow to Peterfburgh, in the month of September, wc 
found the weather very changeable, the autumnal rains being extremely frequent and 
heavy J. The mornings and evenings were extremely cold ; and, whenever it did not 
rain, we generally obferved the grafs and trees covered with a hoar freft. On our 
arrival at Peterfburgh on the 29th of September, the winter was not yet fet in: in 

Odober 

* “ Pour marqiKur a poifen’to, d’pu cft hero* lejfiflateur etoit parti, et quels obilacks il a'’oit fur- 
njomc.”—Defeription d’une Pierte pour fervir dc Piedeftal. &c. in Haygold's Ptifsland, vol. ii. p. 211. 

f This nautical machine was conttniited on principle of the camel, which is ufed to co..vey (hips 
over the bars, both at Amfterdam and St Pctcrlourgh. - It was hollow, and being funk to the water level, 
the (lone was placed upon it, the water was then pumped out of it, and it rofe and doated. The ftone, 
fill ported by this machine, appeared like a moving mountain on thefurface of the gnlt. 

The machiniry for the tranfport of this enormous mafs was conftiufted under the direftioii of Count 
Caiburi, who was known in Rufiia under the name of the Chevalier Lafearis, and the procefs Is defcribed 
in a fuperb work, illullratcd with engravings, under the title of "Monument elfevca li glorie de Pierre 
le Grand, 1777.” . • - 

In thirty days it rained twenty-four ; and the quantify of water which fell at St. Petcilburgh in the 
.month of September O. S. was equal to 2^ Englifh inches tn depth. 

From accurate obfervatiqna, during fourteen years, to afeertain the quantity of rain and fnow which 
fell at St. Peterfburgh, the refnlt was. that the average annual duration of Aiowy-and rainy weather was 
equal to forty-two times twenty-four hours, or fomething lefs than the ninth part of the yean From a 
courfe ot ten years’obfervationa It appeared, that rain fell during feme part of one hundred and three 
days, and fnow during feme part of feventy two; and that if the year was divided into twelve parts, a 
fourth waa fine weather, a third rain, and a fifth fnow. 
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Oftoberthe weather, for the firft twenty days, was the moftpart rainy; the mercury, 
in Fahrenheit’s thermometer, was feldom, below freezing point, and moftly flu&uated 
between 32 and 44. 

Tlie fnow made its firft appearance in fleet on the gth, and the following day came 
down in flakes and in large quantities; on the 24th the mercury fuddenly funk to a5, 
rofe the next morning above the freezing point, a fudden thaw enfued, and all the 
fnow difappeared in a few hours. The fummer and winter are not, as in our climate, 
gradually divided by fpring and autumn, but feem almoft to fucceed each other. 

On the 15th of November the Neva * was entirely frozen!: foon afterwards the 


'le \ hole quantity of rain and fnow water, taken together, which fell in the courfe of a year, was the 


'following proportion; 

Inilics 


, Inches. 

January, 

o.y79 

July, 

Auguft, 

1 September, 

2,7'.0 

February, 

0.979 

2,671 

March, 

April, 

0 801 

3.473 

1,146 

OAober, - • 

2.493 

May, 

‘>335 

November, 

1.5 » 3 

June, 

3»i»6 

December, 

,0.979 

*2,345 


The average quantity of rain which falls in London in the courfe of a year is equal to nineteen thoufand 
two hundred and forty>one. 

* The freezing of the Neva is not attended with any peculiarities which diftinguiih it from other rivers. 
The following circumftances, which fell under my obfervation, are extradled from my joutnal. 

Monday morning, Nov. p. On Saturday the 7th, fmallpieces of ice, which came from the lake Ladoga, 
were iird obferved floating with the ilream : the fame day in the evening the bridge of boats was removed, 
as in thefe cafes they colledl and would carry it away. Yefterday the pieces of ice were more frequent and 
mafly; today they are fmall floating iflands, which almoft cover the river; the fides of the Neva are 
fiozen only a few feet from tlie banks; all the canals are covered with ice, and people are fcating upon 
them 

Nov. 12 and 13. The Neva is frozen above the place where the bridge was (lationed, by the pieces of 
ice which have united and barred the paffage: below it the ilream is open for boats, which are continually 
pafling to and fto. 

Nov. It. The bridge of boats is again replaced, as there is no longer any danger of its being carried 
away by the floating mafles of ice i and will continue during the whole winter, a circumftance which has 
not happened iince the foundation of Peteiiburgh. 

Nov. 15. The river about and below the bridge is entirely frozen, and I faw perfons walking acrofk 
it. I am informed that yefterday the ice was ftrong engugh to bear foot paffengers; this will convey 
fome idea of the feverity of the weither in this climate; as the rapid current was open on the ijtb, and 
OB the next day was frozen. 


Table of the freezing and thawing- of the Neva for five fucceffive 
years, from Profeffor Kizift's Obfervaiions. 

‘773- 

1774 - 

‘■775- 

1776. 

1777- 

New Style 16 

April 21 

2S 

*5 

30 

April, — 





. Old Style 27 

May ^ 2 

May 3 

May 6 

May 11 

*9 

7 

' 12 

«t« 

26 

Nov. — 





30 

• 18 

*3 

*3 

Dec. 7 

Open 217 days. 

200 

V 204 

201 ^ 210 


See Nov. Ac. Pet, for 1777. P. II. p. 73. 

f In 1784, the Neva was not finally frozen until the night of the 5th of December, N. S. 

The thlcucfs ol the ice is from twenty-four to thirty-eight feet} the average about twenty-eight. 
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Gulf of Finland was covered with ice, and fledges began to pafs from Peterfburgh to 
Cronftadt, the road being marked over the furface by rows of trees. 

Even during the months of December and January, the weather was extremely 
changeable; is fliifted in a fudden manner from a fevere froft to a thaw j the mercury 
in the thermometer often rofe within the courfe of twenty hours from 20 to 34, and 
funk again as rapidly in the fame fpace of time *. 

When the froft was not fevere, namely, when the mercury in Fahrenheit’s thermo¬ 
meter was not below ^10 ,1 frequently walked out in a common great coat. When 
the Cold was more intenfe, I was dreffed in the manner of the natives j and wore, in 
my daily excurftons, a peliffe^ or large fur cloak, fur boots or Ihoes, a black velvet or 
fur bonnet, that prevented the froft from nipping my ears, the part which I found the 
inoft liable to be aftedted. During the 9th, loth, and 11th of January, the froft was 
nearly as intenfe t as it was ever felt at Peterfburgh j the mercury in the thermometer 
falling at one time to 63 below freezing point, or — 31. This cold, however, did 
not detain me at home; but 1 walked out, as ufual, with my peUjfe^ boots, and found 
it by no means unpleafant, the fun fliining with great'brightnefs. As I traverfed the 
city on the morning of the 12th, I obferved feveral perfons whofe faces had- been 
bitten by the froft: their cheeks had large fears, and appeared as if flnged with a hot 
iron. As I was walking with an Englifl) gentleman, who,inftead of a fur cap, had on 
a common hat, his ears were fuddenly frozen: he felt no pain, and would not have 
perceived it for fome time, had not a Ruffian informed him |, and aflifted him in rub¬ 
bing the part affedled with fnow, by which means it was inftantly recovered. This, 
or fridion with flannel, is the ufual remedy; but fhould the perfon in that ftate approach 
the Are, or dip the part in warm water, it immediately mortifies and drops oft. 

The common people contihued at work as ufual, and the drivers of fledges plied in 
the ftreets, feemingly unafteded by the froft; their beards were incrufted with dotted 
ice, and the horfes covered with ificles. Even during this extreme cold, the people 


* Although I examined the thermometer every day; yet I did not attempt to form a feries of re¬ 
gular obfervations, which 1 now much regret. I occafionally, indeed, made a few remarks, which I 
ihall infert, as I find them fcattered in my journal: they will tend to conflirm the truth of what I have 
advanced in relation to the change of weather obfervahle at Peterfburgh, and will ferve to contradid 
thofe authors, who alTcrt that, as foot) as the hard froft.commences, the cold continues with uniform 
feverity, and with little variation, during the whole feafoo. Nov. 16. Today a thaw ; the thermometer 
mounted to 40: in the evening lharp froft again; the mercury failing to ao.—Nov. 23*. The ther¬ 
mometer at 4, 5, and 6.—Dec. 3. It has been thefe few days moftly a thaw and changeable weather.— 
Dec. 6. The thermometer fell almoft fuddenly from 3310 10.—Dec. ii. Tbermoroater at-10.—Dec. 14. 
A fudden thaw, which continued the i;th and 16th.—Dec. 17, Thermometer .7.—Dec. iS. Ther¬ 
mometer at -5, and a fog at the fame time —Dec. 19. Windy, thaw, thermometer above freezing point. 
—Dec. a I. Changeable weather all this week, f(om fharp froft to fudden thaw. — Jan. 1. 1779. Wea¬ 
ther very changeable, the thermometer one morning at -8, the next above freezing point; this winter it 
has nut as yet been lower than >13—Jan. 6. Thermometer at -14.—Jan. p, Thermometer at-7{; the 
barometer mounted fuddenly very nigh fince laft night-—Jan 10. Early this morning the thermometer 
at z ;, and at l i at aof. Barometer at 3The fmoike of the chimnies was prefied down to the 
ground.—Jan. 11. Thermometer at-zB, according to my own obfervation, at tenJn the morning: but 
earlier the mercury bad funk to -31( 01 63I belpw freezing point. Jan. 15. ihermometer, fince the 
1 ith, rofe gradually: on the izfh iu the morning it ftood to -13 ; from thence it fell to o, to 1,; and 
to-day it is above freezing point. ‘ . 

I made the fame obfervatiqns during the fecond winter which I paiTed at Peterfburgh, and found the 
weather equally uncertain. . 

t The winter in which pr^efibr Braun congealed quickfilver, the cold was fo intenfe, that De Lifle'a 
thermometer funk to *04=10 Fahrenheit’s to—33, or 65 below freezing point. 

The part frozen always turns quite white, a fybiptom well known, and immediately perceived by the 
nattves, • 

6 did 



COXK’s TRAVtJLS IN RUSfllAt 


6;s 

mutton at three half-pence per.pound; a goofe for ten-pence, and a pig for eigi t ponce, 
and all other articles equally reafonable 

To render tljis frozen food fit for dreffing, it is firft thawed in cold water. Frozen 
meat, hbwever, lofes much of its flavour; and the tables of perfons of condition, and 
thofe of the Englifli merchants, are fupplied with frelh killed meat, which is fold from 
four-pence to fix-pence a pound. 


Chap. W.-—Prejentation to the Emprefs.—-Court. — BaUs.—Mafquerades.-^Public Err- 
teriainnimts.-Tardiers of Knighthood.-—Jccount of the Place called the Hermitage.— 
Diftribution of the EtnprefPi Time.—Ruffian Nobility.—Their Hofpitality. — Polilenefs. 
Ajfemblies, - Englijh Merchants.—Club, 

ON the firft of October, in the morning, between eleven and twelve, we attended 
our minifter. Sir James Harris!, to the drawing-room, impatient to behold Catharine 
II. It was fortunately the name-day, or, as we term it, the birth day of the Great Duke, 
in honour of whom a moft brilliant court was 'affembled. Al the entrance into the 
drawing-room flood two centinels of the guards ; their uniform was a green coat, with 
a red cuff and cape, white waiftcoat and breeches; they had filver helmets faftened un¬ 
der the chin with filver clafps, and ornamented with an ample plume of red, yellow, 
black, and white feathers. Within the drawing-room, at the doors of the paflage lead¬ 
ing to the royal apartments were ftationed two foldiers of the knight’s body-guard; a 
corps .perhaps more fiimptuoufly accoutred than any in Europe. They wore cafques, 
like the antients, with a rich plumage of black feathers, and chains and broad plates of 
folid filver were braided over their uniforms, reprefenting a fplendid coat of mail. 

In the drawing-room we fouhd a numerous aflembly of foreign minifters. Ruffian 
nobility, and officer waiting the arrival of the Emprefs, who was attending divine fer- 
vice in the chapel of the palace, whitner we alfo repaired. Amid a prodigious con- 
courfe of nobles, I obferved Catharine ftanding fingly behind a railing; the only dif- 
tindlion by which her place was marked. Next to her flood the Great Duke and 
Duchels, 'and behmd an indiferiminate throng of courtiers. The Emprefs repeatedly 
bowed, and croffed herfelf, according to the forms ufed in -the Greek church, with great 
appearance' of devotion. Before the conclufion of the fervice we returned to the draw¬ 
ing-room, and took our ftation near the door, in order to be prefented at Her Majefty’s 
entrance. 

About twelve, the chief officers of the houfehold, the miflrefs of the robes, the maids 
-of honour, and other ladies of the bed-chamber, advancing two by two in a long train, 
announced the approach of their Sovereign. Her Majefty came forward with a flow 
and folemn pace, walking with great pomp, holding her head high, and perpetually 
bowing to the right and left. Sne flopped near the entrance of the drawing-room, and 
fpoke with great ^affability to the foreign minifters, while they kiffed her band. She 
then advanceda few fteps, and we were fingly prefented bH the vice chancellor Count 
Ofterman, and bad the honour of kiffing Her Majefty’s hand. The Emprefs wore, ac¬ 
cording to her ufual cuftom, a Ruffian drefs, a robe with a (hort train, and a vefl with 
fleeves reaching to the wrift, like a Polonaife; the veft was of gold brocade, and the 
robe of light green filk; her hair was dreffed low, and lightly fprinkled with powder; 
her cap ornamented with a profufion of diamonds, and flie wore much rouge. Her 


• In 1778. 


t Now Eail of .Malmelbury. 
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perfon, though rather below the middle fize, is majeftic, and her countenance, particu¬ 
larly when (he fpeaks, ejy?>refles both dignity and fweetnefs. She walked flowly through 
the drawing>room, to her apartment,' and entered alone. The Great Duke and Duchefs 
followed the Emprefs to the door, and then retired to their own drawing-i-doni, where 
they had a levee} but as we had not yet been prefented to them at a private audience. 
We could not, according to the etiquette of the Ruffian court, follow them. 'Hie Great 
Duchefs leaned upon the arm of His Imperial Highnefs, and they both inclined their 
heads on either fide ro the company, as they pafled along. 

In the afternoon, St fix, we repaired to a ball at court.- The private as well as the 
ftate apartments of the Emprefs are on the third ftory, and the whole fuite is remarkably 
grand and fplendid. We found the company affeinbled in the anti-chamber, who, as 
loon as the Great Duke and Duchefs made their appearance, all entered a fpacious 
ball-room. 

The Great Duke opened the ball by walking a minuet with his confort, at the end of 
which he handed out a lady, and the Great Duchefs a gentleman, with whom they each 
performed a fecond minuet at the fame time. They afterwards fucceffively conferred 
this honour in the lame manner upon many of the principal nobility, while feveral other 
couples were dancing minuets in different parts of the circle: the minuets were fuc- 
ceeded by Polilh dances, and followed by Englilh country-dances. When the Emprefs 
entered, (he was more richly appareletf than in the mommg, and wore a fmall crown of 
diamonds. < ' • 

On her appearance the ball was fufpended ; while the Great Duke and Duchefs and 
the moll contiderabie perfons haftened to pay their refpe£ls to their Sovereign. Catha¬ 
rine having addreffed a few words to fome of the principal nobility, afeended an ele¬ 
vated feat, and the dancing being again refumed, ine, after a Ihort time, withdrew into 
an inner apartment. We, in company with feveral courtiers, threw ourfelves into the 
fuite, and formed a circle round a table, at which (he had fat down to cards. Her party 
conlided of the Duchefs of Courland, Countefs Bruce, Sir James Harris, Prince Po¬ 
temkin, Mar(hal Razomofikj, Count Panin, Prince Kepnin, and Count Ivan Tcherni- 
chef. The game was Macao, the pieces in circulation were imperials *, and a player 
might win or lofe two or three hundred pounds^ 

In the courfe of the evening the Great Duke and Duchefs prefented themfelves, and 
flood by the table abo'ut a quarter of an hour, during which time Her Majefty occafion- 
ally entered into converfatibh With them. The Emprefs paid little. attehtion to the 
cards; converfed familiarly and frequently with great vivacity, as well wkh the party 
at play as with the peribns of rank (landing near her. , About tenlhe retired, and foon 
after the ball concluded. 

On the 6th we had the honour of beiog prefented at a private audience to the Great 
Duke and Duchefs; both of whom converfed with us in the mod affable and conde- 
feending .manner; according to the etiquette of this court, we, kiffed Her Imperial 
Highnefs's hand. 

There is a drawing room at court every Surday morning at twelve, and on other 
particular fedivals, at which the AmbaffiidorB are ufuklly prefent, and which ail foreign¬ 
ers who have been prefented, are permittecjl. to attend. The ceremony of kiffing the 
£mprefs*s hand is repeated every court day by foreigners in the prefence chamber, and 
by the Ruffians in another apturtment, who bend thdr knee on this occafion f an ex- 

* An Imperial s sU 
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preflion of homage not exafted from foreigners. No ladies, excepting thofe of the 
Emprefs's houfehold, make theiV appearance at the morning livees. 

Every court day the great Puke and Duchefs have alfo feparate levees at their own 
apartments 1 n the palace. And on particular occafions, fuch as her own and the 
Emprefs’s birth-day, &c. foreigners have the honour of killing Her Imperial Highnefs^s 
hand. : 

In the evening of a court day, there is always a ball at the palace, which begins be¬ 
tween fix and feven; the foreign ladies kifs the Emprefs’s hand, who falutes them in 
return on the cheek. Her Majefiy, unlefs indifpofed, generally makes her appearance 
at feven; and if the affeinbly is not numerous, plays at Macao in the ball-room ; the 
• Great Duke ahd Duchefs, after dancing, fit down to whift. Their Imperial High- 
neffes, alter a Ihort interval, rife, approach the Emprefs’s table, pay their refpefls, and 
then return to their game. When the ball happens to be crowded, the Emprefs 
forms her party in an adjoining room., which is open to all perfons who have been 
prefented. 

The richnefs and fplendour of the Ruffian court furpalTes defeription. It retains 
many traces of the Atiatic pomp, blended with European refinement. An immenfe 
retinue of courtiers always preceded and followed the Emprefs; the coftlinefs and glare 
of their apparel, and a profufion of precious ftejnes, created a fplendour, of which the 
magnificence of other courts gives a faint idea. The court-drels of the men is in the 
French falhion; that of the ladies is a gown and petticoat, with a fmall hoop; the gown 
has long hanging fleeves and a Ihort train, and is of a different colour from the petti¬ 
coat. The ladies wore, according to the falhion of the winter* of 1778 at Paris and 
London, lofty head-drelfes, and were not fparing intheufeof rouge. Amid thefump- 
tuous articles which difiinguilh the Ruffian nobility, none perhaps is more calculated to 
llrike a foreigner than the profufion of diamonds and other precious (tones, which fpar- 
kle in every part of the drefs. In molt other European countries thefe coftly ornaments 
are principally appropriated to the ladies; but here the men vie with the fair fex in the 
ufe of them. Many of the nobility were almoft ccivered with diamonds; their buttons, 
buckles, hilts of fwords, and epaulets, were fet with diamonds, their hats were frequently 
embroidered, if I may ufe the expreffion, with feveral rows, and a diamond liar on the 
coat was fcarcely a diftin£lion. I’his paffion'for jewels feems to pervade the lower ranks 
of people, for even private families abound with them, and the wife of a Ruffian burgher 
will appear with a head-drefs or girdle of pearls, and other precious llones, of the value 
of two or tfiree hundred pounds. 

On days of high ceremony, the Emprefs generally wears a crown of diamonds, and 
appears with the ribbands of the order of St. Andrew and St. George, both thrown 
\over the fame Ihoulder, with the collars and the two liars emblazoned upon her veil. 

\ On certain anniverfaries the Emprefs dines in public; two of thefe daySOccurred 
' during our Hay at Peterlburgh. The ad of December being the feaft of the Ifmailof 
regiment of guards. Her Majefiy, who as Sovereign,>fjs Colonel of the cofps, gave, ac¬ 
cording to annual*cuftom, a grand edtertJtfnment to the officers. She was dreffed in 
the uniform of the regiment, which is green trimmed with gold lace, made in the form 
of a lady’s riding habit. The officers having kiffed her band, a falver with wine wp 
brought in by one of the lords m waiting, and the Emprefs prefented a glafs to each 
officer, who after a low obeifance, drank it off. At the conclufion of this ceremony Her 
Majefiy led the way, at one o’clock, into an adjoining apartment, in which afumptuous 
dinner was fpread: ihe took her place in the middle of the table, and the officers werq 
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ranged on each fide according to their refpedive ranks. The Etnprefs helped the foup, 
and during the whole repaft, which laftcd an hour, paid great attention to her guefts. 

On a fubfequentoccalion weattended an entertainment ^ven to the Knightsof the order 
of St. Andrew. The Emprefs wore a robeof green velvet, lined and faced with ermine, and 
a diamond collar of the order. The drefs of the knights is fplendid, but gaudy and inele¬ 
gant: they are habited in a green velvet robe, lined with filver brocade, a coat of filver bro¬ 
cade, waiftcoat and breechesof gold rtuCF, red filk {lockings, ahat alaHenrylV.omamentod 
with a plume of feathers, and interfperfed with diamonds. This order * being the moft 
honourable in Rulfia, is confined to a few perfons of the fir{l rank and confequence ; 
and only twelve fat down at the imperial tables; Prince Potemkin, Prince Orlof, Mar- 
fhal Galitzin, Counts Alexey Orlof, Panin, Razomoflki, Tchernichef, Voronzof, Alex¬ 
ander and Leon Narilkin, Munic, and Betfkoi. Before dinner, the Emprefs prefented 
each knight with a glafs of wine; at table flie was diftinguiflied by a chair ornamented 
with the arms of Ruflia, and prefided with her ufual dignity and condefcenfion. The 


* The order of St. Andrew, or the Blue Ribband, the fjrft ever known in this country, was inilituted 
by Peter I. in the year 1698, foon after hia return from bia firft expedition into foreign countriea. Weber’a 
Ver. Ruff, part iii. p-38. 161. 

That of St. Alexander Neviki, or the Red Ribband, was founded by the fame Sovereign, but never con¬ 
ferred until the reign of Catharine I. in 1 7 *^* 

The order of St. Anne of Holftcin, was inftituted in 1735, by Charles Frederick Duke of Holftein, in 
memory of his wife Anne, daughter of Peter the Great, and introduced into Ruflia by her fon Peter III. 
It is in the difpofal of the Great Duke as Sovereign of HoUtein. The knights wear a red ribband bordered 
with Tcfllow* 

The military order of St. George, called alfo the order of Merit, -and which has the precedence over that 
of St. Anne, was created by the prefent Emprefs in 1769. It is appropriated to perfons ferving by land or 
by fca, and excepting the fmall crofs of the fourth clafs, never bellowed in time of peace. The knights wear 
a ribband with black and orange ftripea. 

This order is divided into four clafiVs. The knights of the firft clafs, called the Great Crofs, wear the 
ribband over the right Ihoulder, and the flar upon the left fide. Each receives an annual falary of 700 rou¬ 
bles = 140I. The knights of the fecond clafs wear the ftar upon their left breaft, the ribband with the 
crofs pendent round their neck. Each receives 400 roubles t= Sol. per ann. The knights of the third clafs 
wear the fmall crofs pendent round their neck. Each receives aoo roubles, or 40I. per ann. This clafs 
admits fifty. The knights of the fourth clafs wear the fmall crofs faftened by a ribband to their button, 
hole like the French Croix de St. Louis. Each receives 100 roubles, or aol. per ann. The fund of this 
order, aifigned by the Emprefs for the payment of Iheir falaries and other expences, is 40,000 roubles 
*= 8,ocoi per ann. Of this i,fi8o is deltined for the firft clafs, and a.ooo for each of the remaining three. 
The number of knights is uhliraited. In 1778 the firft clafs, which is confined to commanders in chief, 
contained only four; namely, Marihal Romanzof, for his viAories over the Turks j Count Alexey Orlof, 
for burning the Turkifti fleet at Tche&ne; Count Panin, for the taking of Bender j and prince Dolgo- 
rucki, for his conquefts in the Crimea. The fccond clafs comprized only eigh;^,.knights; the third forty- 
eight; and the fourth two hundred and thirty feven. No perfoii can obtain this order without having 
performed feme gallant exploit, or having ferved with credit in the rank of officer twenty-five years by land, 
or eighteen by fea. See Ukafe ueber die Stifttyig de St. GeorgVOrdens, in Schmidts Beytragc. 

The order of St. Catharine, appropriated to the ladies was inilituted in 1714 by Peter, in honour of his 
wife Catharine. The motto of- •* Love and fidelity” waiuintended to commemorate the difplay of tbofc 
virtues in her behaviour on the batiks of the Prnih. This order is extremely honourable, as befidea tlte 
Emprefs, .the Great Duchefa, and a few foreign princeffes, only five Ruffian ladies were decorated 
with it* 

The firft and moft dilllnguiihed of tbefe feyeral orders is the order of St. Andrew, which, befide the 
foverelgn prMices and foreign^, comprused, in 1778, twenty fix Ruffians; that of St. Alexander Nevfki, 
one hundred iiid ninej and that of St. Anne two hundjred and eight. The Emprefs may alfo be faid to 
have the difooM of the Polifli ordera of the White Eagle and of St. Staniilaus. 

Catharine founded, da the 4th of OAober, 1782, a new order, called St. VIodimir, in favour of thofe who 
ferve in civil eroployroeiits;. and it is nearly on the fame fooling as,that of St. George with refpeA to the 
falaries annexed to the-different claffes. There are to be ten great croffes, twenty of the fecond clafs, thirty 
of the third, and fixty of the fourth, befide a fifth for thofe who have ferved thirty-five years, which gives 
them a right to wear it. * ^ 

■ 4 *. a foreign 
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foreign minifters and a fplendid train of courtiers flood fpefkatora of the entertainment^ 
and feveral were occafionally noticed by tjie Emprefs, 

Two or three times in the winter there are mafquerades aCcourt, to which perfons of 
all ranks are admitted. At one of thefe entertainments which we attended, eight thou- 
fand tickets were diftributed; and a magnificent fuite of twenty apartments, handfomely 
illuminated, was opened on this occafion. One of thefe, a large oblong room, the fame 
in which the common balls at court are held, had a fpacein the middle encloTed with a 
low railing, appropriated to the nobility who danced. An elegant faloon of an oval 
form, called the great hall of Apollo, nearly as fpacious as the rotunda at Ranelagh, 
but without fupport in the middle, was allotted for the dances of the burghers, and 
•other perfons who had not been prefented. The remaining rooms, in which tea and 
other refrefhments were ferved, were filled with card tables, and crowded with perfons 
continually palling and repafling. The company either retained their mafks, or took 
them off at their pleafure. The nobles in general wore dominos; the natives of infe¬ 
rior rank appeared in their own provincial clothes, perhaps embellifhed with occafional 
ornaments. An exhibition of the feveral drelTes adlually ufed by the different inhabi¬ 
tants of the Ruffian empire, afforded a greater variety of motley figures, than the wildeft 
fimcy ever invented in the mafquerades of othqy countries. Sevml irferchants wives 
were decked with large quantities of valuable pearls, many of which were fplit in halves 
for the purpofe of making more (howl 

At feven the Emprefs made her appearance at the head of a fuperb quadrille^ con¬ 
fiding of eight ladies led by as many gentlemen. Her Majedy ai^d the ladies of the 
felecl band were fumptuouily appareled in Greek habits, and tne gentlemen were ac-^ 
coutred in the Romaii military garb, ’their helmets richly dudded with diamonds; 
among the ladies I didinguiihed the Duchefs of Couriand, Princefs Repnin, and Coun- 
tefs Bruce ; among the gentlemen. Prince Potemkin, Marihal Razomofiki, and Count 
Ivan Tchemichef. The Emprefs led the way, leaning upon the arm of Marihal Razo¬ 
mofiki, and palling in great date through the feveral apartments, walked two or three 
times round the hall of Apollo, and then fat down to cards in an adjoining faloon; 
the company flocked thither in crowds without didinflion, and arranged themfelves 
round the iable at a refpeflful didance. The Emprefs withdrew as ufual before 
eleven. 

A feparate edifice called the Hermitage, communicates with the palace by means of 
a covered gallery. It takes this appellatioq becaufe it is the feene of imperial retire¬ 
ment ; but bears no refemblance to a hermitage, the apartments being extremely l^a- 
cious, and decorated in a dyle of regal magnificence. To this favourite Ipot the Em¬ 
prefs ufually repairs an hour or two every day, and on a Thurfday evening gives a 
private ball and fupper to the principal penonsi who form her court; ambaffTadors and 
foreigners being feldom invited. At this entertainment all ceremimy is baniflied,. asiar 
as is confident with the refpefl due to a great Sovereign. The attmdance of fervants 
being excluded, the fupper and various refrelhments are prelented on finall tables,, which 
rife and fall through trap-doors. Many direSions for the regulation of this feted fo- 
ciety are difpofed in the various apartments; and their gene;taT tendency was ta encou* 
rage freedom banilh etiquette, and in>^’te> the mod unrellrained eafe. One written in 
the French language I comprehended, a«(^Tetained. “ AJJiyez vous ou wus vmdezyet 
quandilveutplairatfans qu*onleripetemitie foh*** ' 

^ * Sit down where you chufc, and when you pleafe, without its being repeated to you a thouiand 
times. 

Awintes* 
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A winter and Airamer garden* comprifed within the fite of the building,* are lingular 
curiofuies, and fuch as do not perhaps occur in spiy other palace in Europe. The fum« 
mer garden, in the true Afiatic ftyle, occupies the whole level roof of the edifice: but 
at this feafon of the year was buried under the fnow. The winter garden is roofed and 
furrounded with glafs frames; it is a high and fpacious hot houfe, laid out in gravel 
walks, ornamented with parterres of flowers, orange trees, and other Ihrubs, and peopled 
with feveral birds of fundry forts and various climates, which flitted from tree to tree. 
I'he whole exhibited a plcafing eSed, and was more delightful as being contrafled with 
the dreary feafon of the year. 

A magnificent range of buildings has been recently added to the Imperial palace; it 
joins the Hermitage, and is fo extenfive that it may be called another palace. A fuperb 
fuite of apat^ments, chiefiy occupied by the Emprefs, eontmns the cabinet of pidtures, 
principally compofed of the following collections: 

1. The celebrated collection of Crozat, at Paris, which vied with that of the Duke 
of Orleans; it confided of more than three hundred and feventy pieces, includmg 
various (ketches. 

2. The fmall but well chofen collection of counfellor Tronchin, of Qeneva; in which 
may be noticed federal by Teniers, and a Chrid bearing the crofs, by Ludovico Caracci, 
half length, of the natural fize; the countenance exprelfive of that meek dignity by 
which the founder of the Bolognefe fchool peculiarly charaCterifed the Saviour of 
mankind. ' 

3. The collection Count Bruhl, remarkable for twelve Woverman’s j a Holy. 
Family, by Watteau;' an Ecce Homo, by Caravagio; a painter who fucceeded in 
delineating fimple nature and low life, but was extremely de^ient in treating dignified 
fubjeCts. 

4. Part of the collection of the Chevalier Bardouin, purchafed at Paris; the pofleflor 
referving to himfelf feveral landfcapes by the Dutch maders, and Yernet. Among the 
pictures which came to the Emprefs, I obfeiwed fome excellent psuntihgs by Rubens 
and Vandyke, particularly an inedimable he^d of . Henry the Fourth, by Rubens, a 
Study after Nature, for the Luxemburgh gallery, greatly expreflivc of that vivacity and, 
bon hommie which charaderifed that amiable monarch; two, by Ferdinand Bol; feveral, 
by Rembrandt, in his drong but uncouth manner, and two lovely groupes of children’s 
heads, in. the characters of angels, by the inimitable Coiyegio. 

5. The collection of Houghton houfe, the Ipfs of wUch all lovers of the arts mud 
fincerely regret, and upon which I need not enlarge, as the pictures are well known, 
from the catalogue publilhed by Horace Walpole, and from the engravings by BoydeL 

6. A collection from Venice, containing feveral, by old Palma, Titian, Paul Veronefe, 
and the Baflans; many of which are, perhaps, not originals. 

Of the Roman fchod the Emprefe poifcfl^ three capital pictures, by Raphael, which 
belonged to the cabinet of Crozat: a Holy Family, in that great mader’s bed manner, 
and in the higlmd prefervadon $ a portrait of Cardinal Pole, alfo in his bed manner ^ 
and a St. George, of which there is an ^graving by Voderman. I.mud not omit ant 
old and excellent copy of the .School of Athens, ^ which the original frefco painting in 
the Vatican, forcomimfiition, cc^ednefs of dbriign, and jud delineation of character, ik 
unrivalled. 

Several fine landfcapes by Claude Lorraine, the painter of nature, and two by Gaf*' 
par Poufliir, in which that poetical painter, fo remarkable for his pi^urefq^ue penc^ has. 
deHaeated towers and battlements, 


f* Boibin’d high is tufted treei*** 
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and realizes the beautiful imagery in the Penforofo of Milton: 

*' And when the fun begin* to fling 
Hit flaming beamt, me, goddeft bring 
To arched walks of tiwilight groves. 

And ihadowt brown that Sylvan love* 

Of pine, or monumental oak, 

Wliere the rude axe with htaved ftrokc 
Was never heard the nymphs to daunt, 

Or fright them from their hallow’d haunt.”, 

By Salvator Rofa, the well-known pifture of the Prodigal Son from the Houghton 
collcdion, Democritus and Protagoras, not lefs celebrated, and fcveral hue land- 
fcapes. 

Of the Bologtiefe fchool, two Guercinos, and feveral invaluable pieces by Guido. 
Befides the celebrated pifture of the do£tors confulting on the immaculate conception 
of the'Virgin Mary, from the Houghton collection, I could not fufficiently admire that 
delightful painting, known by the name of Les Coufeufes, from the Crozat collection. 
This charming picture reprefents an aged governefs fuperintending feveral young 
women at work, who are models of perfea beauty, unaffeCted^ grace, and ferene 
innoctmee. Thefe two paintings are fufficient to exculpate Guido from the cen- 
fures of thofe connoiffeurs, who, judging haftily from a few fpecimens, indifcriminately 
accufe him of always facriheing too much to the graces, and of introducing afFeCted 
attitudes. 

The cabinet contains alfo a few pictures by Battoni and Mengs, with whom the genius 
of the Roman fchool feems to have expired. Of Battoni, Thetis approaching Charon > 
with her infant Achilles aileep is not without ment. 

Three pictures by Mengs deferve notice; Perfeus and Andromeda, in which the 
painter has erred againft cojlume^ by reprefenting the hero naked, and Andromeda half 
clothed. The Judgment of Paris, a fine picture! and St. John preaching in the wtlder- 
nefs, a fingte figure; the air and motion are dignified. 

The ordinary diftribution of the Emprefs’s time at Peterfburgh, as it concerns fo 
great a Princefe, cannot be unacceptable to the reader. 

Catherine ufually rifes at fix, and is engag'ed till eight or nine in public bufinefs with 
her fecrctary. At ten Ihe generally begms her toilet, and while her hair is drelfing, the 
minifters.of (late and aid-de-camps in waiting, receive their orders. Being drefied about 
eleven, Ihe fends for her grand-children the young Princes Alexander and Conftantine, 
or vifits them in their own apartment. Before dinner fhe receives the Great Duke and 
Duchefs, and fits down to table rather before one. She has always company at dinner, 
ufually nine perfons, confining .of the generals and lords in waiting, a lady of the bed- 
chamW, a maid of honour, and two or three of the Ruffian nobles, whom fhe invites. 
Their Impeiiad HighnefTes dine with her three times in the week, on which days the 
party is increafed to eighteen. The Lord of the hed*chamber in waiting, who fits op- 
pofiteto the Emprefs, carves one difh and prefentkjt to her; a ceremony, which having 
once politely accepted, fhe afterwards difpenfes with. Uer Majeftyis remarkably tem¬ 
perate, and is feidom at table more than an hour. From thence flie retires to her own 
apartment, and at three frec^uently repairs to her library in the Hermitage. At five fhe 
vifits the theatre *, or a pnvate concert; and when there u no court in the evening, 

* An ItnliaD apera, • company of Ruflian and another of French player* were, 1114778, maintained at 
Her Majcfty'* expence, at which the fpedator* were admitted gratia. 

8 has 
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fias a fmall party at cards. She feldom fups; generally retires at half pall ten, and is 
ufually in bed before eleven *. • 

The Great Duke is extremely fond of the manaM; and two or three times in the 
week takes the diverfion of a tournament, which is thus deferibed in my friend Colonel 
Floyd^s Journal: “ Count Orlof having obtained the Great Duke’s permiffion for me 
to attend the manage of the court, I went this morning to fee a tournament. His 
Imperial Highnefs ai}d ele.ven of his nobles, drefled in uniforms of buff and gold, and 
armed with lances, fwords, and piftols, were affembled by nine o’clock, although it was 
yet dufk. The Great Duke drew them up by pairs; and on the found of the trumpet, 
hirafelf and the knights mounted their borfes, and retired in due order without the rails. 
Two rings w'ere fufpended on oppofite fidcs of the walls on each fide of the manage; 
at each corner w'as a moor’s head of pafte-board, or an apple fixed upon a pole, and 
between them two heads with a fquib in the mouths. Thefe were all placed upon 
{lands almofl as high as a man on horfeback, and at fome paces from the wall; at each 
end was alfo an helmet of pafteboard raifed upon a ftand about a foot from the ground, 
and about four from the wall. I'he two judges, with l.prd Herbert and myfelf, tpho 
were the only fpe£tators,,took our llation on the outfide of the rail. Upon a fecond 
fignal from the trUinpet, two knights entered at oppofite ends of the manage. A band 
of mufic played a quick air, while each knight, galloping his horfe to the right, and 
making a volt faluted with their lances a’t the fame time, then continuing their courfe 
round the manage, each ran with his lance, firft at the rings fufpended from the walls, 
and next at the moor’s head; after which they delivered their lances, as they went on, 
to their fervants on foot. The knights then drew their piftols^ and each making a fecond 
volt round the other heads, difehai^ed them in order to fet fire to the fquib; then 
purfuing their courfe round, the manage, drew their fwords, and making a third volt 
round the apple, endeavoured to {trike it to the ground. They finiihed their career by 
{looping down, and as they galloped by, thrufting their fwords through the helmets; 
then poifing them in the air, they met in the middle, and riding towards the judge, fa- 
luted him, related the attempts in which they had fucceeded, and demanded their prizes; 
the prize was about four {hillings for each achievement, and an. equal fine was paid for 
every failure. The whole was performed on a continued gallop, and always to the right. 
In running at the ring, the head, or the helmet, it is efteemed honourable to put the 

* Catharine was as fortunate in her death as ihc was in her lifi;, having reached her fixty-nhith year, and 
the thicty-fixth of her reign, without experiencing the infirmities of age. A few days .before her demife 
the complained (lightly of an occafional giddinefs} her phyiidan recommended biet^gig; (he replied, I will 
refervt that remedy for a ferious illnefs. 

In the evening which pteetded her death, (he was unufually cheerful, (lept well, rofe early asufual, drank 
cofi'ee, wrote till half palt nine, and fent a note to ^Prince Zubuff, ordering'him to bring at noon the fob> 
fidiary treaty with Great Britain againft France, for her 'iignature. The melTenger on returning, did not 
find the Empritfs citlicr in her cabinet, or in any of the apartments. 

After wailing foroe time, he opened the door which led from her apartments to that of the bedchamber- 
woman, and found the Eroprefs half leaning vith hef head and back againlt the wall, near the water clofet, 
and quite fpeechlefs. She had not made the leafi:.exclamation, for ilie door of one of the apartments occu¬ 
pied by her female attendants was open, and the lady.Avhp Was wanning herfelf by the fire, hcaid irothingr 
The Emprefs was immediatel^blooded and hliftered; blit continued fpeechlefs, though breathing, for 
twenty-four hours, and expired the next morniiig. ■ ’ • 

An exprefs being fent by the firlt minifier Prince Be(borodko, the Great Duke.camefrom Gatchina about 
' nine in the evening, and fuco^ded with great tranquility. In a few hours the imperial palace exhibited a 
wonderful metamorphofis, and y|m.transformed from an elegant magnificent place of rendcnce to the ap¬ 
pearance of a gnrrifon ;' numerous ccntinels were ftationed at all the avennes, and in all the pafiages, and 
the new Sovereign, with the officen of hit houfehold and hit iervanti^ appeared in jackboots and keven* 
hullcr hats. * 

horfe 
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horfe into full career, which increafev«5 the difficulty. The judge having beftowed the 
rewards, or taken the forfeits,' ot;dered^ the two knights to retire. The trumpets again 
founding, two others made their appearance, and performed the fame manoeuvres. This 
exercife was repeated twice by each pair of knights. The whole troop then entered at 
the fame time, marched, charged, formed, drew and rkurned their fwords, and dif- 
mounted by word of command from the Great Duke. At the conclufion they adjourned 
to the fire ; chocolate was brought in, and after a fliort converfalion, the Great Duke 
bowed and retired.” * 

The nobles of Peterfljurgh are no lefs than thofe of Mofeow diftinguilhed for hofpi* 
tality to foreigners. We were no fooner prefented to a perfpn of rank and fortune, 
than we were regarded as domefiic vifitants. Many of the nobility keep an open table, 
to which the firft invitation was confidered as a ftanding paffport of admiffion. The 
only form neceflary on this occaiion, was to make inquiry in the morning if the mafter 
of the houfe dined at home j and if he did, we prefented ourfelves at his table without 
further ceremony. The oftner we appeared at thefe hofpitable boards, the more 
acceptable guefis we were efieemed, and we always feemed to confer inftead of receiv¬ 
ing a favour. ^ , 

The tables are ferved with great profufion and tafte. Though the Ruffians have 
adopted the delicacies of French cookery, yet they neither affeO! to defpile their native 
diihes, nor fqueamifhly rejefl the folid joints which charaderize an EngliOi repafl. I'he 
plained, as well as the choiced viands, are coUefled from the mod didant quarters: 1 
have frequently feen at the fame table derlet from the Volga, veal from Archangel, 
mutton from Adracban, beef from the Ukraine, and pheafants from Hungary and Bo- 
hernia. Thecommon wines are claret. Burgundy^ and Champagne; and 1 never taded 
Englifh beer and porter In greater perfeftion and abundance. Before dinjier, even in 
the houfes of perfons of the fird didinflion, a fmall table is fpread in the corner of the 
drawing room, covered with plates of caviare, dried and pickled herrings, fmoked hatn 
or tongue, bread, butter, and cheefe, .together with bottles of different liqueurs; and 
few of the company of either fex omitted a prelude of this kind to the main enter¬ 
tainment. ' . 

This practice has induced many travellers to relate, that the Ruffians fwallow bowls 
of brandy before dinner. What are the ufages of the vulgar in this particular 1 cannot 
determine; but among the nobility I never obleryed the Jead violation of extreme fo- 
briety; add this cudom of taking liquor before dinner, confidering the extreme fiiiall- 
nefs of the glaffes, is an innocent refrelhment, and will not convey the faintelt idea of 
excefs. Indeed, the Ruffians in nowife differ from the French in this inilance, than in 
tading a glafs of liqueur before th«r'repad, which the French defer till after dinner. 
The Ufual hour of dining is at three; and the entertainments are modly regulated ac¬ 
cording to the French ceremonial; the wine is circulated during meals, and the diihes 
are no fooner removed than the company retire into another room, and are ferved with 
coffee. * Nor do the gentlemen, asi n England, continue wedded to the bottle while the 
ladies withdraw ipto a feparate apartment. ■ 

^veral of the nobility alfo receive company every evenipjg in the mod eafy manner: 
the parties ufually meet at feven, feme fit down to wbid, macao, loo, and other games, 
fome converfe, others dance. Atni^ the i^eihments tea is handed round np leis fre¬ 
quently than in England. At ten dipper is brought in, and •ihe party generally break 
up between eleven and twelve. It is no exaggeration to fay,, that during our continu¬ 
ance in this city, not ohe evening paffed but we had it in our power to attend an affem- 
bly of this fort; and had we always frequented the lame, we fhould always have found 
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the greateft cordiality of receptionu From thefe circumftances, perhaps no metropolis 
ill Europe, excepting. Vienna, is I’endered more agrerable to foreigners than Peterf- 
burgh. 

The houfes of the nobility are fumiflied with great elegance; and the fuite of apart, 
ments in which they receive company is uncommonly fpiendid. They are fitted up in 
the ftylc of London and Paris, and the new falhions make their appearance as foon as in 
thofe two capitals. 

Having, on a former ocCafipn, defcribed the modes of falutation praftifed by the pea. 
fants and common people; I fliall here mention thofe which I oblerved in ufe among 
perfons of higher i^nL The gentlemen bow very low, and the ladie^ incline their 
heads inftead of curtfying. Sometimes the gentlemen kifs the ladies’ hands as a mark 
of refpcdf, which is ufual in many countries: if the parties are well acquainted, or of 
equal condition, or if' the lady means to pay a compliment, fhe falutes his cheek while 
he is killing her hand. Frequently, while me ftoops to touch his cheek, he takes that 
opportunity of faluting her. 1 have often obferved this ceremony performed and re¬ 
peated, as well in the drawing-room at court, as at the different afl'emblies. If the gen¬ 
tleman is a perfon of high rank, the lady offers firfl: to kifs his hand, which he pre¬ 
vents by faluting her cheek. The men, and particularly relations, exchange falutes 
in this manner, each killing the othei ’.s hand at the fame inftant, and afterwards their 
cheeks. 

The Ruffians, in the ufual mode of addrefs, never prefix any title or appellation of 
refpedf to their names; but perfons of all ranks, even thofe of the firlt dillindlion, call 
each other by their chrillian names, to which they add a patronymic. Thefe patrony¬ 
mics are formed in fome cafes by adding 'Vitch • to the chrillian name of the father, in 
others by Of or Ef; the former applied only to perfons of condition, the latter to thofe 
of inferior rank. Thus, 

Ivan Ivanof J “ I”"* 

Pete^Alcxeof J Peter the fon of Alexey. 

The female patronymic is Efna or Ofna, as Sophia Alexefna, or Sophia the daughter of 
Alexey; Maria Ivanofna, or Maria the daughter of Ivan. . 

Great families are alfo in general diftinguilhed by a fumame, as thofe qf Romanof, 
Galitzin, and Sheremetpf. * 

Travellers who have experienced the great politenefs and tafte, which dillinguilh the 
Ruffian nobility, both in their entertainments and afiemblics, mull be furprized to find, 
that fcarcely fixty years ago Peter the GAai t thought it neceffary to eftablilh the follow¬ 
ing regulations by authority; 

Regulations for JJhmblies at Peterjburg in ijig. 

, ■ $ 

** Aflembly is a French.tenn^ which cannot be rendered in Ruffian in one word: It 
fignifies a number of perfons meeting together, either for diverfion,, or to talk about 
their own affairs. Friends may fee each other on that occafion to confer together on 
buiinefs or other fubje^s, ^to enquire after domeftic and foreign news, and fo to pafs 

• Vitch »the lame ai our Fitz, as Fitzherbeit, or the fon of Herbert^' 
t Feti7’«.State of Ruflia, vobi. p. ih6. 
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thar time. After what manner we will have thofe affemblies kept, may be learned from 
what follows; ' . 

“ I. The perfon at whofe houfe the affembly is to be in the evening, is to hang out a 
bill or other fign, to give notice to all perfonsof either fex. — 3. The affembly lhall not 
begin fooner than four or five in the afternoon, nor continue later than ten at niglit.— 
3. The niafter of the houfe is not obliged to go and meet his guefts, to condud them 
out, or to entertain them ; but though himfelf is exempt from waiting on them, he 
Ought to find chairs, candles, drink, and all the neceffaries alkcd fpr, as alfo to provide 
for all forts of gaming, and what belongs thereto. — 4. No certain hour is fixed for any 
body’s coming or going; it is fufficient if one makes his appearance in the affembly.— 
5. It is left to every one’s liberty to fit, walk, or play, juft as he likes; nor fhall any 
body hinder him, or take exception at what he does, on pain of emptying the Great 
Eagle (a bowl filled with wine or brandy). As for the reft, it is enough to falute at 
coming and going. — 6. Perfons of rank, as for iaftancc, noblemen, fuperior officers, 
likewife merchants of note, and head-mafters, (by which are underftood ftiip-builders,) 
perfons employed in the Chancery, and their wives and children, {hall have liberty of 
frequenting the affemblies. — 7. A particular place fhall be affigned to the footmen, 
(thofe of the houfe excepted,) that there may be fufficient room in the apartments de- 
ngned for the affembly.” . 

The Engliih merchants live in a focial and even fplendid manner. Befides conftant 
meetings at their refpeSive houfes, they have once a fortnight a regular affembly to 
which they obligingly invite all their countrymen who happen to be at Peterfburgh, and 
occafionally fome Ruffian ladies. There is a ball, cards, and fupper; twelve or four¬ 
teen couple ufuklly dance.at thefe meetings, which are perfeftly cheerful and agreeable. 

A traveller who frequents the houfes of the Ruffian nobility will be ftruck with the 
variety of complexions and faces which are obfervable among the retainers and fervants; 
Ruffians, Fins, Laplanders, Georgians, Circaffians, Poles, Tartars, and Calmucs. He 
will be no 'lefs furprifed on being informed, that many of the fervants, who belong to 
the Engliffi and other foreigners, are Mahometans, of whom numerous colonies are ftill 
refident in this vaft empire. 


Fortrefs of Peterfburgh.—Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul,—Tomb of Peter the Greaty 
and thefucceeding Sovereigns. — Mint.—Hijlory of the Boat called The Little GrandfirCy 
•which gave rife to the Rtfjian Navy on the Black Sea, 

THE origin of the fortrefs, which occafioned the foundation of this capital, has been 
related in the general defeription of Peterfburgh. Maffive walls of brick, faced with 
hewn granite, and ftrengthened with five baftions, encircle a fmall ifland not more than 
half a mile in circumference, formed by the Great and Little Neva. Within the Go¬ 
vernor’s houfe are barracks for a fmall garrifon, feveral wards ufod as a common jsul, 
and dungeons for the confinement of ftate prifoners. 

In the centre ftands the cathedral of St. Peter and Paul, Li'a different ftyle of archi- 
tefture from that ufually employed in .the conftru6Hon of churches for the fervice of the 
Greek religion. Inftead of domes, it is furmounted with a fpire of copper gilt, two 
hundred and forty feet in height. The interior decorations are’more elegant and lefs 
gaudy than thofe in the churches of Novogorod and Mofepw, and the paintings are 
executed in the modem ftyle of the Italian fchool. 
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In this cathedral are depofited the remains of Peter the Great, and of all the fuccef- 
five fovereigns, excepting thofe of Peter 11 . btyied at Mofeow, and of the late unfortu¬ 
nate Peter III. • interred in the convent of St. Alexander Ncvlki. The tombs are of 
marble, in the fliape of a fquare coffin; and one excepted, have infcriptions in the Ruf¬ 
fian tongue: when I faw them, they were covered with gold brocade, bordered witli 
filver lace and ermine. 

I viewed, not without peculiar veneration and awe, the fepulchre which contains the 
body of Peter I.; the fternnefs, or rather the ferocity of whofe difpofition, neither fpared 
age nor fex, nor the*deareft connexions; and who yet, with a ftrong degree of com- 
pundion, was accu'^oined to fay, “ I can reform my people, but I cannot reform my- 
ielf.** A t royal hirtorian has juftly obferved of Peter, that he redeemed the cruelties 
of a tyrant by the virtues of a legiilator. We mufl: readily allow that he confiderably 
reformed and civilized hisfubjeXsj that he created a navy, and new-modelled his army; 
that he encouraged the arts and fciences, promoted agriculture and commerce, and laid 
the foundation of Ruffian grandeur. But, inftead of exclaiming in the language of 
panegyric, 

. Erubefee, ars! Hie vir maximus tibi nihil debuit: 

£xulta> nature i Hoc ftupendiutn tuutn eft *: 

• 

we may, on the contrary, venture to regret that he was not faught the leffons of humanity; 
that his fublime but unruly genius was not controuled and improved by proper culture ; 
nor his favage nature correded and foftened by the refinements of art. And if Peter failed 
in enlightening the mafs of his fubjeds equal to his wilhes, the failure was occafioned 
by his own precipitate temper, by the chimerical idea of introducing the arts and fci¬ 
ences by force, and of performing in a moment what can only be the gradual work of 
time; by violating the eftablifhed cufioms of his people,.and in contradidion to the 
didates of found policy, requiring an immediate facrifice of prejudices fandified by ages. 
In a word, bis failure was the failure of a fuperior genius wandering without a guide; 
and the greateft eulogium we can juftly offer to his extraordinary charafter, is to allow 
that his virtues were his own, and his defeds thofe of education and country. Peter 
the Great was born at Mofeow on the 30th of May, 1672, and died at Peterlburgh on 
the 28th of January, 1725, in the fifty-third of his age, and in the forty-fourth of a 
glorious reign. , 

I obferved near the tomb of Peter fome Turkifh colours: they were taken in the 
naval engagement of Tchefine, difplayed during a folemn proc^ffion, an^ placed by 
the hand of the Emprefs, at tlie tomb of the Sovereign who founded the Rufliannavy- 

* Cathnine the Second was interred in this calhedral. On the accefllnn of Paul, the remains of his 
father Peter the Third were removed from thechurch ot the monaftery, and after lying iii ftate, interred with 
regal pomp in the cathedral, in the fame fepulchre as th( body of Catharine the Second. By order of the 
new Emperor, Count Alexey Orlof, and Prince Baratyniki, to whom the death oPPeter the Third was 
attributed, were ftationed on each fide of the body while it lay in ftate, and compelled to follow the funeral 
proceffion. * * ■ 

t Pierre I. mourut dans ces circonAances, laifiant dans le inonde plfttdt la reputation d’uu homine extra¬ 
ordinaire, que d’un grand bomme, & touvrant let erueittis iPfin Tirun det vtrtut tfun Ugtflaleur, Hift. de la 
Maifon de Brandebourg. 

Blufti art 1 this hero owed thee nothine. 

Exult nature 1 for this prodigy is all thy own. 

See Gordon’s Life of Peter. Voh ll. 
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Near the arfies of Peter are depofited thofe of his fecond wife and fuccefTor Catha- 
rine I., the beiutiful Livonian,'who, by a train of Angular events, was exalted from a 
cottage to unbounded fovereignty *. 

In the vault of this church, but without tomb or infcription, lies Alexey, fon of Pe¬ 
ter I., who fell a facrifice to the arts of the defigning Mentchikof, and to the refentment 
of an inhuman, though perhaps juftly offended father. The recolledion of his fate 
makes a ftrong impreffion on a feeling mind, and muff flill more fprcibly ftrike a fub- 
je£t of the Britilh empire; where will is not law, where the heir apparent is as fecure 
as the fovereign himfelf, and where the right of fucceflion Hands irrevocable, nbt to be 
altered by the caprice or jealoufy of a reigning monarch. The fpeculativc theorift may 
indeed argue for Peter, that a power ought to be vefted in the fovereign to exclude an 
unworthy fucceffor. But, in effeft, this is rendering the fate of a whole empire de¬ 
pendent upon the will of one perfon, who, during his life, may change his heir as often 
as he changes his opinion j or who, like Peter, may expire without nominating his fuc¬ 
ceffor, and leave the throne open to every claimant who can fecure the concurrence of 
the army. The exclufion of Alexey, the decreet fubfequent to his death, and the un¬ 
fettled ideas concerning the right of fucceflion introduced by that fatal mandate, oc- 
cafioned frequent revolutions in the government; and the difpofal of ‘the feeptre has 
depended on the regiments of guards Rationed in the capital. The re-eftablilhment of 
hereditary right, therefore, may be juftly claffed among the foremoft of thofe excellent 
regulations which diftinguilh the reign of Catharine the Second. 

In the fame vault, which contains the. body of the unfortunate Alexey, is placed that 
of Charlotte Chriftina Sophia, Princefs of Brunfwick, his no lefs unfortunate wife, whofe 
fate is more affliiffing, becaufe Ihe deferved it lefs. She was born in 1694; married 
the Tzarovitch in 1711, and died on the firft of November, 1715, partly of a broken 
heart occafioned by her hulband’s ill-treatment, and partly by the confequences of her 
delivery of Peter II. | 

Among the imperial fepulchres is that of Anne of Holftein, eldcft daughter of Peter 
and Catharine, who, though far more deferving of notice, is lefs known than her After 
the Emprefs Elizabeth, becaufe her virtues were not ennobled by a diadem. Anne is 
deferibed %s a Princefs of majeftic form and expreftive features, of an excellent and im¬ 
proved underftanding, and of irreproachable morals. While flie was very young. 
Count Apraxin, a Ruflia^ nobleman, paid his addreffes to her, but was rejefted with 
fcorn. Not 'daunted with this repulfe, he continued his courtlhip, and Anding her one 
day alone, threw himfelf at her feet, offered his fword, and entreated her to put an end 
to his life and mifery. Give me the fworcl,’^' faid the Princefs, ftretching out her 
hand, ** you lhall fee that the daughter of your Emperor has ftrength and fpirit fufficient 
to rid herfelf of a wretch that inmlts her.” The Count, apprehSnAve that Aie might 
execute her threat, withdrew the fword, and demanded inlmnt pardon; and, as the 
Princefs told the Rory with great humour, became the deriAon of the court 5. 

* « 

* See an account of Catharine I. In chap., vlii, of this book. 

f ** In the month of February, b proclamation was made by the found of Jrumpet, requiring 

every natural-born fubjeA of the Ruifian empire, and all foreigners then refidine there, to fwear and fign 
an oath, * that they will acknowledge, as fuccoffor to the empire, the perfon whom Hit Majefty fhall no¬ 
minate for their fovereign, after hit £rath,' Thit'order llruek a damp on the fpirits of every body, when 
they reficAed on the undoubted title of the young Prince Peter, Hit Majefty’itigrandfon, and only remain¬ 
ing heir of the imperial family.” Bruce’s Memoirs, p. za6. .' 

^ Sec an account of this Princefa in chap. viu. of tmi book. $ Baflewitz, 371. < 
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Anne efpoufed, in 1725, Charles Frederick, Duke of Holftein-Gottorpjtowhom ihe 
had been long betrothed. Bred up with the expeSatioA of two crowns #, fhe was dif- 
appoiiited of both ; nominated by her mother, Catharine I., one of the council of re¬ 
gency during the minority of Peter ll.; excluded from that council after once taking 
her feat, by the defpotlfm of Prinpe Mentchikof, whom (he herfelf had promoted with 
all her influence; driven from Ruflia by the mandate of that arrogant miniller, fhe 
retired with her hufband to Kiel, where me died in 1728, in the twenty-fecond year of 
her age, leaving one fon, the Unfortunate Peter III. 

Her coufin, the Em’prefs Anne, fecond daughter of Ivan Alcjuevitch, is interred in 
the fame cathedral. She was widow of the Duke of Courland, and refided at Mittau, 
when fhe was unexpededly called to take polTeflion of the empire. On the death of 
Peter II. wdthput iffue, the fceptre, according to Catharine’s will, ought to have reverted 
to her grandfon, afterwards Peter III.,.fon of Anne of Holftein; but- as hereditary right 
was abolifhed by Peter’s decree, ^and no fucceffor appointed by Peter II., a privy coun¬ 
cil of feven nobles, in whom the regal power was veiled at the deceafe of the Emperor, 
formed a plan for limiting the prerogative of the crown, leaving the title^ and pomp of 
royalty to the reigaing monarch, but referving to themfelves the fupreme authority. 
Having drawn up certain conditions for the ratification of the future fovereign, they 
chofe the Princefs Anne, in preference tp the family of Peter the Great, and to her el- 
dell filler Catharine of Mecklenburgh, becaufe having no legal claim, fhe would more 
readily agree to the terms which might fecure her the fucceflion. Anne figned the 
articles without hefitation, only for the purpofe of breaking them, and had fcarcely 
arrived at Mofeow' before fhe was enabled, by the affillance of the guards, to annul the 
aft of renunciation, to dilTolve the privy, cojuncil itfclf, and to rc-alTume the imperial 

• Thofe of Sweden and Ruflia; the former by marriag-e, and the latter by her father’s nomination. 

With refpeA to the crown of Sweden, her hufband, the only fon of Hedwige, eldeft filler of Charles XIF. 
was undoubted heir of the Swedifh crown, but was fet afide by the Swedes, who preferred Uliica Eleonora, 
Cliarics’s youngell filler. See Genealogical table of the Houfe of Vafa, and the chapter on the death of 
ChatlesXlI., both in the fourth volume. 

As to her cxpedlations of the Ruflian crown, Baflevitz, her hulhand’s miniller, pnfitively aflerts, that 
Peter I. had formed the refolution of railing her to the throne. “ C’etoit dans les mains de cetie Princefle, 
ijne Pierre le Grand fouliaituit dc voirpafler fon fceptre.” Buf. Hif. Mag. ix. p. 371. • 

A fliort time before his lall illnefs, h: explained to her and the Duke of HoKlein the fyilem he had pur- 
fued during his reign, and inllrtidled them m the- deUtis of governrheht. While he lay upon his death-bed, 
having recovered his underftanding by a momentary intermiflion of the delirium, (fee chap. Vlii. on Catha¬ 
rine 1 .) he called for Anne to diftate his laft fentiments, but upon her arrival l^e rclapfcd into his former 
llate of infenfibility. Ibid. p. 373. 

It alfo appears, from Sir Luke Schaube’s difpatches, in the polTeflion of the Earl of Hardwicke, that 
Peter had even taken fome fteps towards f(^tling the crown upon his daughter Anne. 

” Le Cardinal [Dubois] ne paroit gtiere touchd de I’injtillicr qui feroit faite au fils du Czarowitz; et il 
dlt. que fi le Czar ngkrolt lafucerjisn tnfaveur de fafil/e, il faudroit bien que ctux qui voudroient fc Her avec 
lui de fon vivant, promiflent de la maintenir apres fa mort, apres laquelle toutefois il arriveroit vtayfembla- 
blemciit de cette difpofuion comme li elle n’avoit jamais exiilie.” Sir Luke Schaube to Lord Carteret, 
Paris, Jan. 20, lyjz. • , » 

'• Ce que les minlftres Mofeovites difoient au Monf. de Qampredon que le'Czar voulut fe procurer une 
garantie pour d fu etaU de la mamert qu'il fe propofede I’etablir, paroit fori: fingulier, &c. Par 

rapport a Pemeliftm de fon faveur defajtUeSmt marquer en m£me temps a quel Prince ii la deftine.’* 

Lord Carteret to Cardinal Duboia, Paris, Jan. 1721-2. . 

The decree which be iflued jn February 1722, feemed a prelude to this appointment, which was probably 
prevented by the fuddennefs of hi* death. 

Catharine I. was no lefs inclined to appoint Anne her fucceffor, and a Itrong party was formed in her 
favour; but that Emprefa was prevented from following- her inclinations in this iimance by the (hortnefa of 
her reign, and the danger of excluding Peter Alexievitch; who, as the grandfon of Peter the Great, was 
fiipported by a ftill more povferful party. 

lo authority 
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authority in as unlimited a form, as had ever been enjoyed by any of her predeceffors. 
This Emprefs refigned herfcif iptplicitly to the direction of Biren, a native of Courland, 
who rofe from the lowed extraftion, and regulated all her councils with the mod arbi¬ 
trary fway. Anne has generally been cenfured for her feverity, and is faid to have 
ruled the Ruffians with the knoot in her hand ; but the cruelties which tarniflied her 
reign, muft be attributed to the brutal temper of Bir^. The Emprefs herfelf was of 
a humane difpdfuion ; Ihe frequently oppoled the fanguinary mcafures of her favourite, 
and in vain endeavoured to foften his mercilels difpoliiion, by fubmitting to intreaties, 
and interceding even with tears, for the unfortunate objcfts of his refentment *. But, 
in elFeft, the fovereign who permits cruelties is, and ought to be, equally guilty in the 
eyes of the world with the fovereign who commands them ; and pofterity juftly imputes 
to the miftrefs the vices of the fervant, who is uncontrouled in his abufe of power. 
Anne died on the lyth of Oftober 1740, after nominating for her fuccelTor her ne¬ 
phew Ivan, then an infant; with a view of prolonging the reign of Biren, whom ihe 
appointed regent during the minority. 

Viewing the tomb of Elizabeth, I recollefted the motley charafler of that indolent 
and voluptuous Emprefs, who, by the revolution of 1741, renewed in her perfoii the 
line of Peter the Great upon the throne of Ruffia. Elizabeth was born in 17( 9, 
and, when arrived at years of maturity, was extremely admired for her perfonal at- 
tradlions. 

Her beauty, as well as rank and large dowry, occafioned feveral offers, none of which 
were accepted, and Ihe died Angle. During the reign of her father, a negociation had 
commenced for her marriage with Louis XV. By the will of Catharine, Elizabeth was 
betrothed to Charles Auguitus, bifhop of Lubeck, and brother of Adolphus Frederic, 
King of Sweden} but he died before the completion of the ceremony. In the reign of 
Peter II., (he was demanded by Charles, Margrave of Anfpach j in 1741, by the Perfian 
tyrant Kouli Khan; and at the time of the revolution, the regent Anne endeavoured to 
force her to efpoufe Prince Louis of Brunfwickf. From the period of her accelfion flie 
renounced all thoughts of the connubial ilate, and adopted her nephew Peter. Her 
diilike to marriage, however, did not proceed from any difmclination to man; for Ihe 
freely owned to her confidents, that Ihe was never happy but when in love J, if we 
may dignify by that name a capricious paflion ever changing its objeft. The fame cha- 
raderiftic warmth of temper hurried her no lefs to the extremes of devotion : flie was 
fcrupulouflyexad in her annual confeffions of the wanderings of her heart, in cxpref* 
fing the utmoft contrition, and in pundually adhering to the minutefl; ceremonies and 
ordinances of the church. 

With refped to her difpofition, fhe is generally fiyied the humane Elizabeth, as 
Ihe made a vow never to infiid any capital ,punifh{hents§ during her reign; and is 

* “ J’aiete prefent,” writes Count Munic “ lorfoue I’imperatrice pleuruit a cliaiides larmesfur ce que 
Biron fulminoit & menacoit de ne vouloir plusfcrvir li ritnperatrice ne faciifioit VoHiifki & aiufi des autres.” 
Bbauche. Ac. p- 119 , ^ ' 

Mrs Vigor ays of her, *' I have often feen her melt into tears at a melancholy ftory, and ihe (hews fuch 
unaifcdrd horror at any mark of cruelty, that her mind to me ieems to be .compofed of the moft amiable 
qualities that 1 have ever obfervrd in any one perfon ; which feems a particular mark of the goodnefs of 
Providence, as (he is polfciTed of fuch power ^ Letters from Rufiia, p. fp. 

f See Manilein’s Memoirs, p ay. aSe. 309. 

^ “ Ellc ctuit voluptueufe a I’ckces, nee de fang voluptucuz, Se elle difoit foi’yent a fes conhdentes. qu'elle 
n’£t'>it contente qqe tant qu’elle ^toit amoureufe; mats elle ^loit avec cela fort inconliante tc changeoit 
foiivent de favoris” Ebauche, p. 17c. 

^ See Ke »rkK on her celebrated cdid, which abolilhed capital punilhments, in the chapter on the Penal 
Laws of Ruiha, in a fubfequent paflage. 

6 reportejl 
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reported to have filed tears upon the news of vidlories gained by her trooj^, from the 
reflexion that they were not obtained withoat great bloodfiied. But although no 
criminal was executed in public, yet the ftate prifons were filled with wretched fuf- 
ferers, many of whom, unheard of and unknown, perifiied in damp and unwholefome 
dungeons; the (late inquifition, or fecret committee, appointed to judge perfons fuf- 
pefted of high treafon, had conftant occupadon during her feign j many upon the 
flighteft furmifes were tortured in fecret; many underwent the knoot, and expired 
under theInfliSion. .But the tranfaflion which reflefts the highell difgrace on her 
reign, was the public punifliment of two ladies of fafiiion, counteffes Beftuchef and 
Lapookin: eacn received fifty ftrokes of the knoot in the open fquare of Peterlburgh; 
their tongues were cut out, and they were baniffied into Siberia, One of thefe ladies, 
Madame Lapookin, efteemed the handfomeft woman in Ruflia, was accufed of hold¬ 
ing fecret correfpondence with the French ambaifador } but her real crime was having 
commented too freely on the Emprefs’s amours. Even the mere relation of fuch an 
affeding feene, as that of a woman of great beauty and high rank publicly fcourged 
by the common executioner, inufi; excite the flrongefi; emotions of horror, and forbid 
us to venerate the memory of a princefs, who, with fuch little regard to her own fex, 
could ifiue thofe barbarous commands. But let us lament the inconfifiency of 
human nature; and in confidering theicharafter of Elizabeth, let us not deny that her 
heart, perhaps naturally benevolent, was occafionally corrupted by power, and Heeled 
with fufpicion j that although mercy might predominate whenever it did not interfere 
with her palfions and prejudices, yet Ihe by no means deferves the appellation of hu¬ 
mane, the moft noble * attribute of a fovereign, when it iaterpofes to temper the 
feverity of juftice. Elizabeth died in 1761, in the twenty-firft year of her reign, and 
in the fifty-third of her age: file expired in December, the fame month in which file 
was bom, and in which fiie acceded to the throne. 

In the fortrefs is a fmall arfenal, which among other military fiores, contains fome 
cannon, call in the middle of the fixteenth century, under the reign of Ivan Valfi- 
licvitch II. 1 had occafion to mention in a former chapter, that the art of calling can¬ 
non was introduced into Ruifia under Ivan Vaffilievitch I. by Ariftotle of Bologna. 
Ivan 11. did not fail to imitate the example of his grandfather in procuring, by means 
of foreign artifts, the bell arullery; and to this judicious policy both monarchs w’ere 
chiefly indebted for their fucceffes in war, and for the conqueft of feveral* provinces, 
which they annexed to their hereditary dominions. 

In a feparate building of the fortrefs is the mint. The gold andldlver are fent from- 
the mines of Siberia, and the metals are refined in this laboratory. We furveyed the 
whole procefs from the firft melting of tjje ore to the coining. Among the filver we 
obferved a large quantity of Dutch dollars, which were mehing to be recoined in 
roubles. Peter I. wanting filver for the new coinage, iflfued a decree, that all the 
cuftoms Ihould be paid in Dutch dollars: at pfefent half the duties are Hill difeharged 
in that money by all foreign merchants, excepting the Englifti, who are exempted by 
treaty. But as the gold and filver obtained from the mines of Siberia, with the ad¬ 
dition of the dollars, are by no means fufficient for the circulation, a confiderable 
quantity of both metals is annually imported. *The coinage, in its prefent debafed 
S, ■ ■ . ' . 

* I was informed from undoubted authority, that it was impolBble to obtain Elizabeth’s confent for 
the execution of a felon who had even committed the moft horrid fpecies of premeditated murder, and 
tliat the maftcr of the police ufed fecretly to order the executioner to knoot to death thofe delinquents 
who weic found guilty of thte moft atrocious crimes. It is a pity (he did not referve her humanity, 
»which in tliis inftimee was cruelty to her people, for more rcfpedahle objeAs. 

ftate. 
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ftate, mun; be very advantageous, as in the gold there is fo much alloy, that a profit of 
48 per cent, is gained, and irt the filyer of 37 *. This ftate of. the coinage renders 
ulelefs the prohibition againll the exportation, and produces the mifehievous effect of 
promoting the contraband introdudion of falfe coin from foreign countries. 

Among the remarkable objefts in the mint, the machine for ftamping the coin de- 
ferves to be mentioned ; becaufe it was invented by Her prefent Majefty, and is ef- 
tcemed an ingenious and fimple piece of mechanifm. 

Witihin the fortrefs is a four-oared boat, fecured with great veneration,, in a brick 
building, and preferved as a memorial to future ages, or its’ bfeing the origin of the 
Ruflian fleet. Peter I. ufed to call it the Little Grandftre^ and, in the latter part of 
his reign, ordered it to be tranfported to Peteifburgh: it was conduded in foleinn 
proeeffion, to excite the admiration of the people, and expofed to view that they might 
compare the former condition of the marine, with the improved ftate in which he left 
it. The biftory of this little boat is worthy of notice; not only as it comprehends 
the firft rife of the navy, but becaufe, during the courfe of the narrative, I lliall be 
enabled to point out fundry errors advanced by feveraf hiftorians of Peter the Great. 

There is not the leaft foundation for the report that Peter was naturally afraid of 
the water, and had the utmoft difliculty in furmounting thisaverfion: on the contraf)^ 
he always expreffed a ftrong attachment to that element. The boat, which has given 
rife to this detail, was conftruded during the reign of Alexey Michaelovitch, by Kar- 
ftfens Brandt, a Dutch fliipwright, whom Alexey Michaelovitch invited into Ruflia. 
Peter, about the year 1691, accidentally feeing this boat at a village' near Mofeow, 
inquired of Timmerman, who taught him fortification, why it was built in a different 
manner from other veffelsTimmerman replied, it was a veffel contrived to fail 
againft the wind. Peter’s curiofity was roufed by this intelh'gence, and Brandt being 
inftantly fummoned, repaired it without delay, provided a maft and rigging, and, having 
launched it upon the Yaufa, failed in it, to the furprize and aftonilhment of the young 
Tzar, who immediately embarked, and, under the diredion of Brandt, foon learned 
the management of the veffel. 

Having repeated thefe experiments upon the Yaufa, as well as upon a neighbouring 
lake, he ordered Brandt to build a yatcht t upon the banks of the Molkva, which was 
launched'in 1691 ; and in which Peter failed as far asColumna. Animated with the 
fuccefs of this expedition, he commanded the fame ihipwright to conftrudb, upon the 
lake of Pa^af, feyeral fmall veffels carrying guns; in which the Tzar failed on the 
S th of February, the 3d of March, and the 5th of April, of the following year. On 
the firft of May another veffel was launched, and on the 9th Peter returned ta Mofeow. 
The death of Brandt feems to have interrupted the mcreafe of this little fleet; but did 
not prevent Peter from continuing his expeditions on the lake. Some extrafls, from 
General Gordon’s | Journal, will Ihow the eagernefti with which the young monarch 

. ■ ;J purfued 

* See £flai fur le i^ommerce de Ruflte, c. x, where the reader whi 'find an accurate ftate of the Rulfian 
coinage, in which the difference of the prefent raoney from that of the former reigns is laid down, as 1 
was informed from good authority, with nreat exa&nefs, p. 254,45;. 

T From hence 1 follow imjplicitly Mullcr'sdBxtnuftt from General Gordon’s Journal. 

% General Gordon, a native of Scotland, was born in 16351 having ^ferved with gjlory in the Swe- 
diih and Polifh armiea, he entered into the Ruffian fervice in 166?, in wh'eh be contipn^to the end of 
his life. His jourmd, in the Englifti tongue, is now in the archives at MxtSmm and haipever been printed. 
Mssller, who made great ufe of it in federal of his works, propofed toMiijiii^^ -^ntmh all the circom- 
Aances lelating to Ruflia)' bat, to the great regret of all lovers of biftory, hat been prevented by 
satber awcupauoat firom carrying his dwgo into execution. 1 find,'fioh Bachmeifter’s Ruff. Bibl. 



COXlt’S TKAVELS IN RUSSIA. 


689 


purfued his new occupation: when fuch trifling incidents as weighing anchor, and 
failing acrofs a lalce, are circumftantiaDy recorded. 

“ Gordon went on the 1 itli of Aoguft to Pereflaf j and on the 14th was entertained 
in due form and ceremony on board of the Admiral’s * (hip. On the 18th,” he adds, 
“ we failed from one fide of the lake to the oppofite bank; on the 21 ft we got under 
weigh, and failed to the other fide, where we again came to an anchor j on the a4th 
Cordon attended the Tzar on fliip-board; on the 28th we departed from Pereflaf, 
and on the 31 (I reached Alexejfrk.” But as the limits of a lake were too confined for 
the rifing ambition oF the Tzar, he hurried to Archangel, where he arrived in the month 
of June, f6g3. On the^yth,” fays Gordon, “ the poll brought the news that the 
1 zar had been upon the White Sea, and was happily arrived into port, and on the nth 
of Oftober he came back 10 Mofeow. In the beginning of May, .1694, he returned to 
Archangel, and continued in thofe parts until September j duiing which time he made 
frequent expeditions upon thefca, and improved his knowledge of navigation.** 

Tht'fe little adventures, which feemed mere youthfuj amufemenfs, were produftive 
of the moft glorious event that diftinguifhed his reign. ’ Peter, in the campaign of 1695 
.ntjainft the Turks, befiegmg Azof, found it ihipolfible to take the town without block* 
ing up the harbour j and as he did not poflefs one (hip, was compelled to raife the 

His fpirit excited, rather than damped, by this difappointment, he gave orders for 
the immediate conftrudion of feveral veflfels: fome were framed at Occa, and tranf- 
ported over land to the Don; but the greater part were built at Veronetz. In lefs 
than a year he renewed the (iege df Azof, and brought before it, to the furpiize of 
the Turks, two men of war, twenty.three gallies, two galleots, and four fire>(hip6 f. 
With this little fquadron, which failed down the Do%into the Black Sea, he blockaded 
the harbour, gained a viflory over the Turkifli gallies, and took Azof, He fignalized 
this wonderful event by a triumphal entry into Mofeow, and by a medal reprefenting 
the capture of Azof, with a motto in Ruffian, “ Viftor by thunder and the waves.” 
This (uccefs was the prelude to (Fill greater atchievements; and as the fccurity of his 
new conquefts upon the Black Sea><depended upon a powerful navy, he colleded from 
all quarters the moft expert (hip>buiidei^, and fuperinteded the neceffafy preparations at 
Voronetz, Azof, tmd Taganroc. In 1699, foon after his return from his firft expe¬ 
dition into foreign parts, he was prefent at a naval review upon the Black Sea, in 
which ten friptes were enraged, the largeft carrying fifty, thefmalleft twenty-fix 
guns+; and the RufTnpi navy, in the harbours of the Euxine, ,i(COttftrud«! and upon 
the (locks, is deferibed as confiding of nine (hips of (fifty gunst teft of fifty, ten of 


V . * 

for 1782, that a Gernan traadation of ifla given^fn ir. of the Jount*! of St. Peterfburgh for 1782, 
which I have not yet feen. * 

Gordon died in 1699, much regretted by the Tear, and, to ufe the words of his relation, ** His 
Majetty vifited hitq five titnea during his Quie(«, was prefedt the tnomeot he expired, apd /hut his eyes 
with his own hand.” The fame author dUh &ys 0/ tugi, greatly to his honour, *< General Gordon 
was a fober man, in a eoudtry wjiere drinking is much In iamion; and though be ufed to be much In 
the Tear's company, His Majefiy, knowing hia tn^ations, would never allow him to he urged. He 
was ever mindful of hit bufinefsi and did great fervicc to the RuiEan nation.'* Gordon'i Hlfi. of Peter 
the Great, vol.i, p. 1^7, ij8. r 

* Mullet vonjeetores that £ie Ftpt was the admiral of this little f^uadrdn. 
t S. R. G. vol il p. 226. I Ib. p. 184- 

VOJU. 4T 
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forty-elght, two of forty-two, fopteen of thirty-four, two of thirty-two, three of thirty, 
one of twenty.fix, one of twenty-four, four of eighteen, three of fourteen, and four of 
eight guns; befide eighteen triremes, one hundred brigantines, and three hundred 
boats in the Dnieper. This ftupendous account would be incredible were it not recorded 
by the fecretary * to the Auftnan embaffy, then refident at Mofeow } it is fcarcely pa¬ 
rallelled by the naval exertions of the Romans in the firft Punic war. The rapidity 
with which Peter created his fleet for the Black Sea, was equalled by fimilar exertions 
upon the Baltic, after the acquifition of Cronftadt and the foundation ofPeterfburgh. 

But to return to the boat which occafioned this digreflion, and which gave rife to 
the RulTian navy. In 1733, at the tlofe of the Perfian expedition, it was tranfported 
from Mofeow to the new metropolis, and Peter gave a public entertainment, which was 
called the Confccratioti of the Little Grandftrc. Twenty-feven men of war, being ranged 
at Cronftadt in the form of a crefeent, the Emperor embarked in this boat, himfelf 
fleering, while three Admirals and Prince Mentchikof performed the office of rowers: 
being then towed by two floops, it made a fmall circuit in the Gulf: and, returning by 
the fleet, the ihips ftruck their flags, and faluted with all their guns; while the Little 
Grandfire returned each falute by a difeharge of three fmall pieces. It was then 
brought into the harbour, and furrounded by the men of war. A few‘days afterwards 
the Little Grandfire was conveyed to St. P^terfburgh, and its arrival folemnized 
by a mafquerade upon the water f. This memorable boat, freighted with the 
Emperor, proceeded to the fortrefs, and was conducted, under the difeharge 
of all the artillery, to the place where it now remains enihrined as a memorial to 
pofterity. 

From the fortrefs we took water, and landed at an adjacent fpot in the ifland of Pe- 
teriburgh, near a wooden hovel,, remarkable as the habitation of Peter the Great, 
while the fortrefs was conflruding. It flill remains in its original flate, and ftands under 
a brick building, ereded to preferve it from deflruction. The houfe is a ground floor, 
with only three rooms, which I had the curiofity to meafure. They are but eight feet 
in height; the apartment for the reception of company is fifteen feet fquare; me din¬ 
ing-room fifteen by twelve, and the bed-chamber ten. Near this houfe is another four- 
oared boat, the work of Peter's own hands, which hks been erroneoufly called the Little 
Crimdftre, 


Chap. Vl.’^Congelation (f Quickfiher.—Dr. Gtabrie’s Experiments to afeertain the 
freesdni Point of Mercury, and to prove that the Purity or Impurity of the Mercury y by 
no means e^e&s the Congelation. 

AS the curious experiment of freezing quickfilver was firft: made at Peterfburgh by 
Profrflfor Braun, I was defirous of witneffing the repetition of the fame procefs; parti¬ 
cularly as many doubts were entertained by fevend philofophers, concerning the real 
congelation of pare quickfilver, and I bad frequent opportunities of feeing this phseno- 
menon during a fe'ries of experiments by Dr. Guthrie, phyfii^ to the Imperial Corps of 
Cadets. 

* Korb Dbriuo. The rnderVrill find, in p. 256, a catalogue of tbe nunes of all theCe veflelt, toge¬ 
ther with the breadth, length, depths number of guns, and complement of men. See alfolne Bruy n’t 
Travels, voL i p. da. 

f Confett’t prefent State of RulBa. p. ai8> 
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Having inferted a tube containing quickiilver in a mixture of fnow and fpirit of nitre, 
he took it out in ten minutes, placed it in a fecpnd mixture, and in five minutes the 
quickfilver was congealed. The tube being broken, the quickfilver appeared in a folid 
maft like a ball of filver, and being ftruck with a hammer was flattened into twice its ex- 
tenfion before it liquified. 

But the hammer being much warmer than the frozen quickfilver, melted the parts 
which it touched, fecming to have the fame eflFeQ; upon the mercury as a warm iron 
U{)on wax; I defired, therefore, Dr. Guthrie to place the hammer alfo in the freezing 
mixture, fo as to acquire the fame degree of cold as the frozen quickfilver. Another 
portion of quickfilver being congealed by the fame procefs, I took out the hammer, and 
ftruck the folid mafs of quickfilver; it refilled the ftroke, and yielded a dead found like 
lead; I ftruck it again, and made a fmall dent, a third time, and made a larger dent, 
until it gradually extended and flattened under the hammer, feparated Uke an atnalgama 
of the confluence of cheefe, and foon liquefied. 

lo me the congelation of quickfilver was a matter of mere curiofity; yet the dolor's 
experiments tended not only to prove its abfolute congelation, but Ukewife to afeertain 
the freezing point; and fliew that the purity or impurity of the mercury did not afiiefl: 
the fuccefs of the experiment. 

As the fulfieft is extremely curious, and rendered ftill more interefting by the able 
treatife publiihed by Sir Charles Blagdeh, in the Philofophical Tranfailions, I (hall infert a 
account of the experiments and obfervations communicated by Dr. Guthrie, 
and lhall only add that I was witnefs to moft of the experiments. 

Mr. Jofeph Adam Braun, Profeflbr of the Imperial Academy of Science of St. 
Peteriburgh, difeovered, in December 1759, that mercury might be rendered folid by 
means of artificial pold, and it has been fince congealed in fevere winters by the cold of 
the atmofphere in the northern countries of both the old and new continent. 

“ This congelation of mercury by the natural cold, renders the knowledge of its 
freezing point a matter of p;rcat im^rtance to the natural hiftory of the earth as well 
as of man; as by determining the degree of cold neceflary to effeO: this phanomenon, 
we (hall be able to eftimate the real degree of cold in the countries near the poles, and 
confequently the power inherent in living animals to refill it. Until lately our ideas on 
this fubjc£t were confufed and erroneous. The experiments and obfervations of the 
moft able naturaliftsin Europe and America were only of partial ufe to natural hiftory 
and phyfics, by placing mercury amongft the malleable metals, and by demonftrating 
that there is nothing effentially fluid in its nature, but that it is a metal whiqh melts with 
a lefs degree of heat than the others. ■* 

“ Still the philofopher was not informed what reliaqco he could place on the mercurial 
thermometer towards determining the cojd of climates; as the motions of the quickfilver 
appeared by thofe ve^ experiments extremely irregular in the lower parts of the fcale, 
falling many degrees in an inftant, and after defeending below, a certain point, finking 
fuddeniy into the bulb, and thereby feeming to indicate that the animals of the northern 
countries could refill the aftion of cold fome hundred degrees below the freezing point 
of water. This fiippofition ftaggered the faith bf many philofophefs, and made them 
anxious that the matter fitbuld more fully inveftigated. Accordingly the Royal So¬ 
ciety of London defired its members refiding irf cold countries, to turn their attention 
towards determining the point of congelation of mercury, and remark the defeent of 
the mercury in the thermometer during the procefs from the freezing point of water to 
that of mercyry, in order to form a jufter notion of its real contra^ion. -But new light 

4 T a was 
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tsTas fately thrown upon the fubjeS, l>y a. courfe of experiments made at the defire o^ 
the Royal Society, by Mr. Hutchins,>Gqvernor of Hudfon's Bay, who received excel¬ 
lent inftrufltionsfi’om Mr. Cavendifh, and Dr. Black, profeflor of chymiftry in the uni- 
verfity of Edinburgh. Thefe directions, and an apparatus made in London, enabled 
the Governor to perceive, that thefuddenand confiderable defcent which takes place in 
the lower parts of the thermometer, when expofed to great cold, happens from the con¬ 
traction of the metal in its frozen ftatc, and does not affeCl the regularity and juftnefs of 
its contraction whilft it remains fiuid. This great point was principally afcertained by 
means of a fpirit thermometer, which was found not to freeze as foon fis the mercury, 
and thereby indicated the degree of cold produced by bis frlgorific mixture, when 
the mercunal thermometer ceafed to meafufe it on account of its contradionpn becom- 
ing folkf. • 

“ To prove that the defcent of the mercury in the thermometer was derived from 
thisnew-difeovered principle, namely, the contraftion of the metal in freezing, and to 
.try whether pure mercury reijuired a gmter degree of cold to freeze it than adulterated 
mercury, 1 made thefe experiments with various forts of mercury: 

“ 1. 1 procured from Winterbergeri a famous chyraifi c^^^ Peterfburgh, the pureft 
mercury known to chymifts, viz. revivified from calomel by filings of h-on. a. From 
Dr. Pallas, native mercury, coUeCled in a mine where no other metal is found but a 
little iron. 3. Common bj^rometer mercury, furniihed by Morgan, an Engliih optician 
at Peterfburgh; as he received it froiti England for filling bis infiruments. 4. Six 
drachms of common mercury, which ^ adulterated by difiblving in it a quarter of a grain 
of tinfoil.'^- 

** I procured alfd fome thermometi^made with great care and accuracy by Morgan, 
filled With the fame purified * mercury; No. i. for the exprefs purpole of thefe experi¬ 
ments ; alfo one with ■highlyrc^ied fpirits of wipe, diftiiled, by winterberger. 

“ Adjoining ii a drawing of ti^ apparatus I employed in theie experiments, which 
was fuggefied to. me % my learnt^ friend Dr. Black ; it differs fixm that employ^^ by 
Mr. Hutchins m being more fimple; aifd confequ^ly the mercury wna more eafily ex¬ 
amined dPringtlie procefs of congelation. » 

“ Decefhber the aadi 1784. In a calm clear evening,' Reaumur’s thermometer at 
17 degree8beldw6,afterexpofing the apparatus'on a table in my court-yard (where I 
made my experiments) for two hours, to acquire the temperature of the atmpiphere, I 
poured a little of the purified mercury, No^ 1, into the gtafs tube, and having inferted 
a thermometer filled with the iSme purified mercury, fo that Its bulb was covered with 
the mercui7 in the tube, I placed them in the water-jria&j filled with the freezing mix¬ 
ture, andih dx minutes tranfported them iiitoa fiitmimtwith funilar contents; the mer¬ 
cury in fOur inhiUtes more belrame and l;,dmw the tl^ 
the frozen mercuiy^ furrounding its bulb in the ftninolufidld cy^der»it fiood at ^a§ 
degrees l^lnWo. PerceivingV hoWever, a little fiuldmercury Ml remaining in the tube, I 
re-placcd the jh^rmometer With the mercury adherin tolts hulb, and in a few qiinutes 
the mercury ^. drawing k found tlid mer* 

cmy mehed, ' 'From this es^eriii^M it^ the freez¬ 
ing point of pure m«cUry is ^ below c on thii tnermometer j for as there 

remained k little mercuiy fiul ffuid in thd tube, t^re feems tp have b^n only {N’o- 
duced fufiicient cold to ahd as on its rifing^half a de the mmteury became 

fluid, the point of congelation inaccurately deteriniUedi^f I 
“Second Aperiraent.-^On the 9th January; 1785^ between fix and^^f paft feven 
in the evening,! made the following experiments in prefence of Mr. Epinus, Mr. Coxe, 

8 . , and 
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and other gentlemen. I inferted thetnerctirial thermometer ufed in the lail; experiment 
in a portion of the purified mercury, N” », and .placed them in the cold mixmre .‘'the 
thermometer fell flowly to twenty-two.and a half degrees, and was ftationary fometime, 
whiift we perceived the mercury in tjje tube freexing round the Tides, fo as to produce 
a coating like tin foil in the Leyden phitil 5 on tranfporting it to a fecond glafs of cold 
mixture, the thermometer fell in five tninutes td thirty-fix degrees, where it remained 
ftationary during the time of its coEyEiauance in the mixture. What was remarkable in 
• this experiment, the racrcu^ in the thermometer was ftill-fluid, although its bulb was 
frozen, into that contaihed in the tube; for on reverfing the inftrument, the mercury 
ran out of the bulb into the ftem. NoWj here is a proof that mercury may be cooled 
three and a half degrees below its freezing point without .becoming folid. 

** Thirdexperimentwith hative mercury.-rit having been afferted, that a thermolne- 
ter, filled with highly reftifiedTpirits of wine, is better calculated to determine the freez¬ 
ing point of mercuiy, than one filled with the fame metal, becaufe it refifts congelation 
longer, I plunged the fpirit thermometer into the tube containing the native' mercury. 
Having placed the apparatus in the glafs with the ilrrfrigemnt mixture for fiVe minutes, 
and tranfported it Into a fecond glafs, the fpirit falling in the"thermometer to thirty-twoi 
we examined the" mercury, and found it fixizen, although the fpirits of wine remained 
fluid, and the thermometer ftood at the fame degree* (not only while the apparatus re¬ 
mained in the cold mixture, but ev*^ after rtraiupprt^ it' mto r wat*m room) and kept 
it at the fame point, until a large part 0;f*the bulb of the thetinometer was uncovered 
by the melting of the frozen mercuiT^; dropb^^drop, into a^afs* v 

“ Fourth experiment oh common barometer mercury.—Tile mercurial thermometer 
ufed in the firft experimem was plunged into this mercury^ and placed in the glafs of 
cold mixture* and after remiaining five minutes, was triinfport^ into a fecond glafs* where 
in four minutes the therm6mirter Tunk .to thirtf-dghi,. arid remained ftationary. The 
fame Angular phtenomehon prefented itfelf that appeared in the fecopd experiment* 
with fome additions •, viz. the mercui^ Cubfided to five mid a balf degrees belour its freez¬ 
ing point on this thermometer, without becoming folid. 

“ Fifth experiment with the fame mercury.—-f froze. a little of this mercury, ixVithoot 
inferring a thermometer, in order to try itsmalleability and &e^^ gravity j if flattened 
under the hammer, and of cchirfe is malleable* and funk in fluid mefeury, which fhews 
that it contrafts confiderablyin freemng,r djffewhg M this fiom common 

ice, which expands and Iwims in watep^^; v ; ^ ■ * 

“Sixth experiment op mercury adultmted with riPi'^The fpirit thermometer 
being plunged into this mercury, ftbod at thSirty-two when the mereprywRS frozen round 
its bulb. • ' '''V' ■■■■'/ ^ . 

“ Seventh experiment on pPrified niertphY* of January 1785 (a re- 

petition of a fprmer one)-bi, the prefence of l^bJfeffors P^^^^ Ferber, and other gen. 
tlemen. I pluPged the fprit fhermonseterTam a tpoirtion of Wiptefbergeris vivified 
mercury* and it fell to .^ii degrees mercary w|p freezing, and re¬ 
mained there after h became v^id. fe ftood in the frigorific mixture. I then 

drew the iherriiomfeter dptv^ the froze into the mercury, and hung 

it onanail in thPbpettihir ^; and the fpirit ftill kept at 

the fame point uptH Mb,grater part was thawed;•^ We fiaiflied thefe: experiments by 
trying with tlm fp^t what degree of cold was produced by a frelh’ j^go. 

rific mixture, whkh apjpieaifed to be juft below o. ^ ^ 

“ From the whole of thefo e^^^^ I am difpofed to conclude, that the freezing 

noint of mercury is degrees below o on Reaumuria thermometer, or 40 of 

' Fahrenheit, 
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Fahrenheit, and that common mercury does not freeze with a lefs degree of cold than 
pure mercury. 

“Eighth experiment.—February i,*i785, a favourable cold of 15 degrees offering 
this evening, we placed in the mixture fotne revivified mercury, twice diffilled with 
fixed alkali by Winterberger, a preparation which has been faid to refiflt a greater degree 
of cold than the others; but it froze in two and a half minutes, exadly at 32 degrees 
of Reamuris mercurial thermometer, iiv the firft glafs of cold mixture, and differed no 
wife from all the other forts except the following. 

** Ninth experiment.—Mercury purified with antimony froze in two different experi¬ 
ments at 30 degrees with a fpirit thermometer, and in one with a mercurial thermo¬ 
meter at 32 degrees, fo that there appears a difpofition in this preparation to freeze wi.h 
a lefs degree of cold than the others j but it mult be remarked, that it has a blackifh 
dul^colour and lluggifh motion. 

• “ Tenth experiment.—Mr. Coxe being curious to try the malleability of mercury 
diffilled with alkali, which has a bright and fluid appearance, I froze fomeof it in a tube, 
at the fame time cooling the hammer in the refrigerant mixture, fo as to acquire the 
fame temperature as the frozen mercury, defending the iron from the adtion of the ni¬ 
trous acid by means of a glafs cylinder. This mercury bore feveral ftrokcs of the cold 
hammer, flattening like a leaden bullet. 

“ Eleventh experiment.—I laftly froze fix drachms of common mercury, containing 
twelve times as much tin foil as in experiment the fixth; but even this quantity of alloy 
which rendered it almoft an amalgama, did not difpofe it to freeze with lels than 3 a de¬ 
grees of Reamur. 

“ February 16, O. S.—A cold of 24 degrees offering moft unexpedledly this morn¬ 
ing, fo late in the feaibn^ and another experiment being fuggeffed to me by an ingenious 
friend, Mr. Romme, to put the point of congelation of pure mercury ffilt in a clearer 
light, 1 tried it about mid-day, when the cold was diminilhed 4 degrees in theffiade. 

“ Mr. Romme remarked, that mercury takes up much more bifmuth than tin without 
lofing its fluidity or colour, and as bifmuth is a metal oftener ufed to adulterate it, and 
difficult tOi be feparatedj he thought a mixture of them was a proper fubjed of experi¬ 
ment tq decide the queftion. 1 accordingly prepared an amalgama fo thick, that it ill- 
vered glafs like a mirror by merely running over it, and adhered fo faff as not to be re¬ 
moved without fcraping. But the freezing point of this very impure mercury was the 
fame as the others j viz. 3 a degrees of Reaumur, by the mercurial thermometer. The fpirit 
thermometer being employed to try the cold of the frigorific mixture, to my furprize fell 
no lower than the other thermometer inferted in the mercury contrined as ufual in a tube. 

** Thus ended my experiments this feafon j and 1 may venture to draw the following 
inferences: 

“ The point of congelation of mercufy is at 32 degrees below o on Reaumur. 

“ There appears no difference in the point of con|;eiatiDn of purified and common 
merciiry, except ope preparation with antimony, whkh feemslb congeal with a lefs de¬ 
gree of cold than pU the others. 

“In fome cifcuihffances mercurf may be cooled bdiotv Its freezing point, without 
lofing its fluidity, even as far as 5I degrees, whilft the portion in whiw the bulb of the 
thermometer is plunged, becomes fdlid. 

** Thefe experiments do not affefl: the credit of the mercurial thermometer, as an 
accurate inftrument for meafuring the degrees of heat from, the point of boiling water 
to that of the congelation of mercury j but no conclufions can be drawn from its mo¬ 
tions below this point, as they depend on the contradion of jthe metal in a folid ffate 

. which 
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which ouj[ht to be carefully diftinguilhed from the contiraftion which takes place whilft 
it preferves its fluidity ; therefore the ideas we have formed of the cold obtaining in the 
habited countries near the poles, and the aflonifliing power of animals to refill it, mull 
be erroneous *, as they have been taken from the extraordinary defeept of the mercury 
in the thermometer, which we now know is derived from the contraftion of the mercury 
when frozen, find not from fuch an extraordinary decree of cold, which if it had taken 
place, mull have deftroyed the whole fyllem of organized bodies. 

« We cannot, accorjling to our prefent knowledge of the fubjed, alTert, that a much 
greater degree of cold exifts than the point of jhe cdngelation of mercury i no other 
inllrument having been employed to afeertain it than the mercurial thennometer, which 
is now proved of no authority below 33 degrees of Reaumur. 

“ But it appears, that a thermometer filled with highly re£lified fpitits of wine^re- 
ferves its fluidity in a cold of 33 degrees of Reaumur, or 47 of Fahrenheit, and pro¬ 
bably in a greater, which may therefore be employed in northern climates with more 
advantage than one filled with mercuiy. 

“ The furprifing coincidence in the freezingof mercury congealed in Siberia by natural 
cold, with that efleded by means of artificial cold, merits attention, as they b.otb fix the 
freezing point of mercury at 32 of Reaumur ; profeflbr Laxman, particularly in a late 
paper to the Imperial Academy, declares, that he found Common mercury conllantly 
become folid at 210 of De Lifle (32 of Reaumur), and that in 1782, it continued folid 
for two months together. Dr. Pallas alfo, in the third volume of his Travels, men¬ 
tions th.e fame phsenomenon taking place about the fame part of the fcale.” 

In addition to Dr. Guthrie’s remarks, I fbali offena few olbfcrvations. 

From a careful review of Mr. Hutchins’s experiments, and a comparifon of the ther¬ 
mometers which he employed on that pccafion, Mr. Cavendifli t concludes, that the 
true point at which quickfilver froze on Mr. Hutchins’s thermometer, graduated accord* 
ing to the fcale Fahrenheit, was 40; and a thermometer adjufted in the manner recom¬ 
mended by the Committee of the Royal Society, freezes in 38^, or, in whole numbers, 
39 below freezing point, or 3of Reaumur which anfwers to the conclufion drawn by 
Dr. Guthrie from his experiments, eftimating the point of mercurial congelation at 53 
of Reaumur, or 40 below o of Fahrenheit. 

As the degree of artificial cold requifite to congeal quickfilver was greatly mifeon- 
ceived and exaggerated, a fimilar mifconception alfo prevailed with refped ta the degree 
of natural cold neceflary to the fuccefs of the experimerfl’: 

Dr. Guthrie however proves, that the congelauon<fucceeded in a cold not exceeding 
o of Fahrenheit; and fubfequent experiments ma^e at Oxford by Mr. Walker fliew, 
that a very fmall degree of natural cold is fufficient to qbtain for the frigorific mixture 
the degree of cold necefliiry to congeal qirtckfilver. Mr. Walker froze quickfilver in 
a mixture of equal parts of vitriolic acid and ftrong fuming nitrous acid with fnow, the 
temperature of the atmofphere being only at 30, or 2 degrees below freezing point. He 
has alfo fliewn, that it may be even frozen in fummer, in the hotteft climates, by a par¬ 
ticular combination of the frigorific mixtures, w'iriiout the ufe of ice |« 

• Sir Charles Blagden ingenioufiy infer*, fiom a comparifon of natural cold, during a frn’es of year*, at 
Albany Fort, meafured by a fpirit thermometer, and of artifitial cold produced by. freezing roixturra that 
the extreme artificial cold produced* by fnow and nitrou* acid correfpond* pretty cxaAIy with the extreme 
of natural cold in the molt rigorous climates, which can be well inhabited ; and doc* not exceed 46*’ of a 
ttandard mercurial thermometer of Fahrenheit. Phil. Tranfac. vul. Ixxiii p.387. 

+ Phil. Tranfac. vol. Ixxiit. part a; page jai. 

4 ; Walker’s Experiment* on the Produ&ion of Artificial Cold, Phil. Ttanfac. vol. Ixxviii. p. 39;.—Alfd 
Walker’s Experiment* on the*Congelation of (^icklilvcr in England, Phil. Tranfac. for 1789, vol.lxxix. 
part 2. p. 199.. 

I fhall 
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to a paftry-cook, and fold pies in the ftfeets of Mofcotv; to xon- 

verfe with him, was flruck with his ready-wit and quick rep^eesi: took 
fervice, and advanced him, hy rapid promotionsV to the he^btqf iai'our wbicjli^ aft^* 
wards enjoyed: others decide, that he was the fon of S grootp- beliMimpg tp the cpiiiti 
and was cafually^placed about the perfon of the Eniperot* *. iSoth;tl^8 
ever confradi£bory to each other, fuffieiently fhow the uncertaihty of 
indeed it is no wonder that the genealogy of ah ujiftart favduntd ffiouid bbt: bb exaSily 
traced. The earlieft account upon reipord concerning him is, that,' in tdSy, he was 
one of the youths t whom Peter formed into a corps, and difcipUped after the Eu¬ 
ropean manner. The yopng Tzar was only fdteen yeftrs old, and Mentchikof, then 
known by the name of or Ljttle Alexander, of the fame age; and being re¬ 

markably adive in his exercife,. was obferved by I^ JForti; and. recommended to Peter. 

perfons of this company were afterwards promoted very high in the Ruffian 
fervice, and many clrcumftances concurred to forward the advatjccment of Mentchikof 
He rendered himfelf remarkably ufeful to the Tzar in his plans of reformation; he paid 
particular attention to foreigners, whom Peter was continually drawing into his fervice; 
he ftudied his mafter’s charafter and temper, and knew how to fubmit to the groffell 
Infults. ** The Tzar,^* fays Gordon, who was himfelf an cye-witnefp, “ often kicked 
him publicly, and beat him like a dog ; fo that the byffianders concluded him undone; 
but always next morning the peace was made 'jp, which "people believed could not pro¬ 
ceed but from fome pretcrnatural-caufe J.” 

One inftance of his implicit obedience to the commands of the Tzar, and dexterity 
in performing them, is recorded by Korb, fecretary to the Auftrian embalfy. Peter was 
accuftomed to affift at the examination of tltc prifoners who were accufed of high trea- 
fon, and was prefent at the tortures inilifl:ed to force confdfion; he frequenily aiieuded 
at their execution; fometimes performeii the office of executioner 5, and occaljonally 
conligned thiK talk to his favourites and principal nobles. Soon alter the infurrcdloii 
of the Strelltz in 1698, Peter fcornfully reproached ntany of the nobles who trembled 
at ’hein^ compelled to behead lome rebels; adding in a llrain of fanguinary juftice, *‘No 
vi£bm IS more acceptable to the Deity than a wicked man.” Mentchikof, however, 
did not labour under fuch delicate feelingsfor as a prelude to the execution of one 
hundmd and fifty Strelitz, he drove through the llreeis of Mofeow in a fledge, bran- 
dilhing a naked fword |{, and boafted of his adroitnefs in cutting olF twenty heads. He 
did not, bovever acquire the confidence of Peter merely by ads of buffoonery and 
cruelty, bpt by his fuperior abilities both as a ftatefman and a foldier f. Being chofen 
by the Emperor for the conlpanion of his travels, he was created Prince of the German 
empire, and rapidly elevated to the higheft employments both in the dvil and military 
line. On particular occafions he was even permitted to perfonate his Sovereign, by 

«i 

* The foramer opinion, that he was a paftry-cook's boy, feenu to be the moft probable, as it is preferred 
by Weber, Manfteio, Biuce. 

f Muller's Macbnchc von der Urfprunge dn Preobafehenkifehen, See. in Jonrnal of St. Peterlburgh for 
Maroh, 1^78, p. 173. Furft Menzikow war etner den erften Potefchnii. See alfo Manftein, p. x 1. 

^ Gordon's Lite djf Peter, vol. ii. p. 378. ' Korb alfo fays. Aletafcam ver^ fiivoritsm fiiotn, gladio 
accinaom inter tripudia depr^eodetas, deponendi gladii morena bfiide etdapbo docuit; cujosimpetun fan- 
gait ex naribus abundi defluus fatis, tefiatus eft," p. 84. 

I " Quinque rebriKum capita i mojtvm manu fecuri efle imputata." Korb Piariun, p. 170. 

I OfinmMint to wj^e <E 8 ut Alenondtri, t/ufentoper umia ur^t er'^h veButt ereterrmd nwS ttj^ 

flh^tione, quant erq/HniiBa tragaiBai» atpe^art. JUau^M^ 

gkrkhatur. Korb. p. 330. 

f At the battle ef Poham he had three hbrfei Aot under hin, 

10 
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giving pabKc Rudience to fomgn athbafladors; while Peter, averfe to the pomp of 
royalty, appeared as a private pSrfon in his fuite. So gi^eat indeed was the afcendency 
which this fevonrite acquired over the Emperor,'as to occafion a report among the Ruf. 
iians, that he fafdnated by witchcraft the mind of his mailer.# 

On the death of Peter the power of Mentchikof was ilill more unbounded. Catha* 
rine, chiefly indebted to his affiftance for her elevation to the throne, gratefully refigned 
to him the foie adminillration of affairs •, his authority continued undiminiflied to the 
moment of her deceafe, and the claufe in her willby which ihe ordc-ed her incceflbr 
Peter II. to efpoufe the I’rince’s daughter, was at once a proof of his afcendency and her 
gratitude. 

His intrigues and power, his ambition and arrogance, his difrerpe£lful behaviour to 
■ Peter 11. f, and the peculiar circumftaaces of his di'grace are related in the’Memoirs of 
M.uiilein l§|cing arreiled, in September, 1727, he was imprifoned at Berefof, a fmall 
t )vvn upon the river Oby, in a wooden hovel inclofed with pallifadoes, where he ended 
his days. Hefupported his difgracc with firmnefs and relignaticn §: he received a 
oaily allowance of ten roubles, from which he oven faved afufficiency to build i wooden 
church, and araufed hirafelf by affifting the workmen in the conftrudion. He furvived 
his fall two years and five months, dying in November, 1729, of an apoplexy | 1 . 

' 1 ‘hc wife of Prince Mentchikof^ affeaed with her hulband’s difgrace, became blind 
with weeping, and expired on the road t« Berefof. One of his daughters died before 
her father in prifon; and lus furviving fon and daughter were releafed at the acceflion 
of the Emprefs Anne. The daughter was married to Guftavus Biren, brother to the 
Duke of Courland, and the fon promoted in the army. A grandfon of Prince Ment-' 
chikof is now living: he is an omccr in the Rufliaa army, and 'nherits the name, but 
neither the riches or pAwer of his giwndfathcr. 

Soon after the fall of Mentchikof, the palace of Oranienbaum was converted into an 
hofpital for failors; but was afterwards chofen by Peter the Third for kis favourite 
rcfidcnce. The body of the edifice was built by Mentchikof, and confifls pf two ftories, 
containing a range of fmall apartments; the wings, which are long buildings of one 
ftory, were added by the Emperor. 

Pairing from the palace to the fortrefs, we obferved a miniature model of a cttadel, 
made by order of Pc'^or III. when he firft contraflied a fondnefs for milifary ftudies, for 
the purpofe of learning praflical fortification. The fortrefs, which is furrounded with 
a ditch and rampartj and flrcngthened with baftions, was raifed by Peter when Great 
Duke, and contains a building called the governor’s faoufe, which be generally inhabited 
himfelf, and into which be admitted only his officers and favourites, v'hile bis court re- 
fided in the palace. Near it were barracks for a 'fmall garrifon, fome wooden houfes 
for the principal officers, and a fmall Lutheran chapel, where the Holfldln foldiert 
affembled for divine fervice. The governor's houfe is a bridk building ftuccoed, with 
four windows in frtmt, and contains eight final! rooms. It remains exaflly in the fame 
flate as during the life-time of the Emperor, nether the furniture, nor the bed, in which 

s 

• Gordon fl!]^pofes thst this ww forged by Prince Mentjhfoof i a fuppofition for which there is no| 

the lea<i proof. We rouft difo’nguiflwbctween tfiofe part* of Gordon's hiftorjr, which relate to events while 
he was in Ruffia, and the other, whidi he Wipte after he oniitcd that conotix in 1711. lie fpeaks worfe 
of Prince Menlchiiuif thtoi he feem* to deferve. and particularly’arraigns his courage. _ ^_ 

t Manic gives, amongft others, the following ioftances^ his aironnee. Lorfqu’il ecrivoit an Jrttne 
Empereur ilustraitok de filsetfops-%coitkleitre; Votd^ere Meuichikow. Aiu egVfetil fo metts^,h 
la tribune de I’Empertur," &c. &bau^, ft. p. 67, ^ ^ 

I P. 3. to p. 13. $ Manileio, p, 10. || See Schtoidt MateriaUen, p.^. 

A he 
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he flept the night preceding his depofiti(m» being removed, llte bedftead was fur«' 
niilicd with curtains of pink and fiilver brocade, enmaraented witit plumes of red and 
while feathers, and the coverlet was of white fatin. Adjoining is a neat cabinet, hung 
with light brown illk, upcfi which were fcveral figures worked by theEmprels. 

From the iortrefs wc were conduced to a large gallery of piaures, coHe^ied by the 
Kmperor. Among feveral portraits of that unfortunate Prince, one was pointed out to 
to us as a flriking rcfemblance; he is painted in his Holftein Uniform, the complexion 
is fair, and the hair light j there is no expreflion in the features, and the countenance is 
ciFeminate. 

In the garden is an elegant pavilion, conftruftod by order of t6e Eroprefe when Great 
Duchefs j it contains eighteen apartments, each furnilhed in the flyle of difierent coun¬ 
tries, and Is Tituatcd in the midil of a thick plantation. The approaches being circular, 
we had not the leaft glimpfeof thfe building until wo arrived; "and as it generally caufes 
an emotion of furprizc, it has, for that retibn; received the appellation of Ha ! 

In the gardens of Oranienbaum is an extraordfljarV building, denominated the Moun¬ 
tain for fledges, called alfo by feme travellers the Flying Mountain. It ftands in the 
middle of an oblong area, enclofed by an open colonade half a mile in circumference, 
fuppotting a flat roof, which is raifed for the accommodation of fpeflators. The'flying 
mountain is a long wooden ftrufture, fupporfcd on brick walls, reprefenting an undu¬ 
lating furfoce of ground, or a mountain compofed of three principal declivities, gradu- 
a%rdimini{hing in height, with intermediate Ipaces refcmbling vallles: from the fum- 
mit of the ftrufiture to the farther extremity is a fle^ored way, in which three parallel 
'‘groves ore formed. A fmall carriage, containing one perfon, being placed in the cen¬ 
tre groove upon the higheft point, raihes with great rapidity down the firfl declivity ; 
the velocity acquired in the defeent Carries it up the fecond and third, and it glides fwdily 
to the extremity of the area j it is then placed in one of the fide grooves, and drawn up 
to tbe fummit by means of a windkfs. To a perfon unacquainted with the mcclianifm 
of this fingulgr flrufture, this entertainment would appear tremendous; but as the 
grooves always keep the carriage in a due equilibriunj, there’is not the leaft danger of 
being overturned. At the top of the flying mountain are handforae apartments for the 
accommodation of the court and principal nobilhy, and there is alfo room for man/ 
thoufaiid fpeflators within the colonade and upon the roof. Near the flying moun¬ 
tain • is a fpacious amphitheatre, in which tnurnuments are ufually exhibited. 

Pctei hqf is feven miles from Oranienbaum, and twenty from the capital; the phlace 
was begun by Peter the Great, and finiihed by Elizabeth. It is feated upon an emi¬ 
nence, and commands a fuperb view of Cronftadt, Peterfburgh, the intervening gulf, 
and the oppofite coaft 6f Carclia; it is magnificently furnjfljcd, and the fuitc of apai t- 
j tents is princely. The prcfence-chamber is ornamented with the portraits of the fovc- 
rcigns who governed Ruflia fince ifiij. ■ The moft confpicuous is a whole length of 
Catharine the Second, making her triumphant entry into Petdrfbui^gh, the evening of 
the revolution which placed her upon the throne. She is reprefented dreffed in the 
uniform of the guards, with a bratich of oak in Ilbr hat, a drawn fword in her hand, 
and mounted on a wlnte fteed. < 

.The gardens of Peterhof have been celebrated for faife* and elegance; and from the 
number of jet d'eaus, fountains, b^fons, cafoades, and parterres, have been compared to 
thofe qf Verfailles. Thcfe gardens, which at the tithe 6f their formation, were greatly 

• Hr, Kin^, in Iiw EtHiy on the 'EfSe&t ofCo) 4 . ha» <Ieferibe 3 another kind of flying Mountain, which 
was m&ed av Trarficoe Zelo t it was taki.n dovnt when 1 faw the place. 

admired 
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adtojfed.livitlds cotriitpy;^ thoi^gh j{»of Conj^enial to the tafte of the Empress, arc fuffered 
to remjiih ili thdJ? prefent ^te i dunng fammer Her Majcfty prindpally rofides at 
Tzarikp(6l.Zleloi where the founds afe dlf^feddn a poire modem and pleafmg manner. 
I fliall o0|t detab the reader with .a defcdption of filver dolphins and gilded ftatues, 
whieh’aie Mattered b great profufion} but 1 c^not omit a childifli conceit of two gla¬ 
diators placed iit a bafoa of watjjr j they are reprefentedi not with the antient weapons,, 
the fword and buckler, but with the more modem inftruments of war, a brace of piftolt, 
which they level at each other b hoftilc attitudes, aijd the water rullies impetuoufiy from 
the barrels. 

Part of the garden lies between the palace and the gulf, and contiios, among other 
buildings, a houfe fituated on the margin of the water, which is worthy of pai ticular ob- 
fer\'ation, becaufe it was the favourite rctrrat of Peter I. As the houfe and furniture 
have been preferved with religious veneration inr their original ftate, wc can form fomc 
idea of the plain and frugal (implicitv in which that great monarch was acculloined to 
Kvo. This houfe being built foon after his return from Holland, and fitted up in the 
tafte of that country, was known'by the appellation of4:he Dutch houfe: he ufed alfo 
to call it Mo 7 tplatJ$r, the name by which it is now diftinguifti.-d. Being futneS: to fe¬ 
vers, he imagined the fea air * beneficial to his conftitution, and for that reafon caufed 
this fraall houfe to be placed clofe to the Gulf of Finland. It is of brick, of one ftory, 
and roofed with iron, the windows reaph from the ground to the top, which, added to 
the length and lownels of the building, give it the appearance of a green-houfe. The 
habitable part confifts of a hall and fix fmall rooms, which are furniftied in tlie neateft 
and plaineft manner. The mantle-pieces are ornamented with curious old porcelain, 
which he greatly prized as being brought into Ruffia when the eommunication was firft 
opened with China. The bed-room is fmall, white-walked, and the floor covered with 
a coloured fail-cloth. It contains a barrack bedftcad without curtains, and I obferved 
that the Iheets were remarkably fine. The galleries on each fide, and too fmall rooms, 
are hung with piffuresof the Dutch and Flemifhfchpolsj among tbefe wre,feveral por¬ 
traits of hiraielf under the chartifter of'mafter Peter, when he worked at Sardam; and 
one of his favourite miftrefs, the beautiful Dutch girl. 

Being anxious to vifit every remarkable place in the neighbourhood of this city, I 
went to Schluffelburgh’} a fortrgfa often mentioned in the Ruffian hiftory, and cele¬ 
brated for the number and rank of the ftate prifoners who have been tiiere confined. 

ScUIuflelburgh is forty miles from Peterfbyrgh j th'. road runs th'' whole way by the 
fide of the Neva, which flows sifith a full ftreanj in a broad and winding bhannci; the 
l)anks,^which are ftcep and high, are Itudded with villages, and Country noufes impend¬ 
ing over the water. The village of SchlulTelburgh, which is fituated on each fide of 
the Neva, contains three hundred wooden, houfes, and two thoufand eight hundred 
inhabitants. ■ • - 

The fortrefs is built upon a fmall ifland of the Neva, at the point where it iffues from 
the lake Ladoga. The breadth of the Ilr^m is three quarters of a mile, and the current 
remarkably rapid. 

' • Lc cj-M pHt 9 Riga linfcfortc attaqne de fi6vr« cliawde. Pour ('enTemcttre,»! fo lof^ uns hakaiue 
df jours▼aiffrau. A fouavir, I'fair des «#»« UftUurait Ja fantd. Pru dc joaruc.-# paffdea faiiti k 
rctjjirer, Sv }«vaUi an point do joUr,, et diiiput it onze lieUris du inafin. ii avak contemn de faire nn‘ lorn- 
mol npr^s lerdpa* *. Xtn lit Se/dpos pour cet nftge itak drrffddang kfrdgatle, k y Sllak en tois|tAfinfbn. 
MC’nt lorfqu’il frjoilroait «u ^6 a pruilhoff, I’air dag vaftes jarding de ce palaUdUi fonblidt et il 

couchait maifon, dtmt klflotg deg la mar lavent tin cold, et don); I’autre confine jrSndparc 

de Pcicithoff C’ftait fa idtrake faroHte. Il I’fcvait meubldt de tAleans flamaua repe^^ntant dig 
Icfnea ebampdteeg tt markimea, pUifaates pour la pl 4 part.’' BafTteitr, in fi, H. Hi, 13(1 p. 339, 

According; 
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According tQ the Ruffian hiftorians, George Danilovitch, Great-Doke of Mofcow, 
during an expedition againfl Wiburgh in I 324 » built a hnall fortrefs in the liTiddle, ot' 
this ifland, which was then call^,' from its oblong fliape, Orehoffki Gftfofi 'or Nut ;. 
Ifland; from this appellation the fortrefs took its name of Orekovetchj which was cor- ? 
rupted into Oreftek. Being b’efieged and taken by Magnus King of Swed the* 
Swedes tranllated the name into their own language, and called it Norebbrg. It again: 
came into the pofFeflion of the Ruffians, who retained it until .1614, when Goflayus 
Adolphus forced the garrifon to capitulate. Since this period the Swedes encircled the 
wholeifland with a wall and baitlemeuts. ^ , 

In 1702 Peter advanced to the frontiers of Sweden with a confiderable army, and, 
after feyeral ineffcaual attempts againft Noteborg, fent Prince Galitzin, Colonel of tJie 
Guards, at the head of a feleft corps, to take it by ftorm. The trooprs being landed by 
means of rafts, clofe to the fortifications, which advance alraofl to the edge of the water, 
were expofed to fo dreadful a carnage, that Peter, conceiving the afFault inipraaicable, 
fent orders for the Ruffians to retire. Galitzin refufed to obey. “ Tell my fbvereign,” 
he added, ** that 1 am no longer his fubjea ; having thrown myfolf under the protcc- 
tioo of a power far fuperior to him.” Then, turning to his troops, he animated them by 
his voice and example, and, leading them to the attack, fcaled the walls, and took the 
fortrefs. Peter, (truck with this exploit, faid to him, “ A(k what you chufe, except 
Mofeow and Catharine.” The Prince, with a magnanimity which refleas high honour 
on his charaaer, requefted the pardon of his ancient rival Prince Rephin, who had been 
degraded by Peter from the rank of Marfhal to that of a common foidier; he obtained 
his requeft, the confidence of his fovereign, the efteem of Repnin, and the applaufe of 
the public*. * 

Peter changed the name of the fortrefs into Schluffelburgh, becaufe, from the im¬ 
portance of the fituation, he confidered it as the k^ f of his conqaefis. From this pe¬ 
riod it has-continued in the poffeflion of the Ruffians j but has been chiefly ufed for a 

Rate prifon. , . , - , • r .1 « 

Theifland„which lies midway between the banks of the Neva, is of an oblong lhape, 

fcarcely more than fix hundred yards in length, and twd hundred and fixty in its greateft 
breadth. The walls, which (kirt almoft; ihe whole circumference, are built with (lone 
End brick, about fifty feet high, from eleven to twenty thick, and ftrengthened with 
battlements and round towers. We paiTed over a draw-bridge into the fortrefs, which 
we exatninede but without being permitted to enter any of the wards where the prifon- 
ers are confined. A range of corridors enclofes a large area, and contains feveral dun¬ 
geons for the prifoners. We obferved the windows of thefe dungeons clofed with 
brick, leaving towards their top a vacant fpace of a few inches fquare, whjch admits fo 
little light, that the unfortunate inhabitants have only a kind of twilight gloom. In the 
middle of the area is the governor’s hoiife, 'and a fmalt w'ooden cottage, wherein a 
Rate prifoner was confined. Further on we entered through a portcullis into the inte¬ 
rior fortrefs, built by Gc'orge Danilovitch i it is one. hundred and forty feet fquare, 
«pen at top, with Rone walls remarkably high. Withih is the ffiell of a brick houfe of 
one ftoi^, which reaches one fide te the 0 J|r, and cont^ns eleveh rooms, each fe- 
venteen feet ^ twelve. This houfe Was buiHfby order, of P«er III. With fuch expedi¬ 
tion, that it was begun and brought to iig,^fent ftate Ift lefe than fix.weeks j but his 

* I received this anecdote from a defeendant of Galitzin, and the truth was confirmed by many 

Ruflian Bobkmen. . „ 1 , , . . h • 

4 in Gtman fienifies a key j and Peter affe«ed to give many places a German appellation. 

. . depofition 
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depdfittoR ^ itiSihediate ftpp to its prugrefs. The conftiruQ;ion of fq large a build- 
iflg ra fa|f^ureRplace, and in iuch to (pace of time, has always been kerned a 
myftery ; ijuHhere is great reafon to fuppofe that he Mtended it for hisconfoit, whom 
he determined to divorce and imprifon. A few weeks before his depofition, Peter vi- 
fited Schluflelburgh, and faw Ivan ; he examined this- houfe with great attention, and 
feenied fatisfied with the expedition of the workmen 

Several ftate prifoners of high rank have been confined in this fortrefs; among the 
moft remarkable are Maria t> filler, and Eudocia J, firft wife of Peter the Great, who 
was here imprifoned in one of the moll gloomy cells. Count Piper, minifter to Charles 
XII. who was taken at the battle of Pultava, died here after a lingering captivity. Biren 
Duke of Courlandj and Regent of Ruffia, here exchanged the pomp Of palaces for a 
loathfome dungeon, and the ill-fated Ivan, after an impriibnment of twenty-three years, 
iJirrc fiilTered an untimely death §. ■ 

'I’hefe melancholy ideas, heightened by the dreadful gloom, dead filence, and awful 
appearance of a few folitary centinels, communicated fuch an impreffioh as will not ea« 
fiiy be obliterated; and even at this diflance of time and place, 1 Ihudder at the recol- 
ledion of a Ruffian ftate-prifon. 

* Bufcliin^f fuppofts tliat P<tcv rotifl.ri)ftecl a hniife fur Princr Ivan in the fortrefi of Schlunelbuigh. 
This can truan no oihtr houfe than that dci'cribKl in tlie text, which 1 am convinced was deiigned for the 
Emprefs; blit liufchiiig probably did not knoV that Ivan was removed to Kexholm the beginning of 
June. Bufehing, vol. vi. p. 531. g}' 

See the account of Piince Ivan in book v. chap ii in the next volume. Several authors who have writ¬ 
ten fince the deatli of the Emprefs, have advanced the fame opinion, though without the fmallest founda¬ 
tion. In fucli myllcriiiu* tranfaftions as thefe, difference of opinion,mufl occur. 

f Matin was imprifuned on lufpicion of being concerned with Alexey, was again releafed, arid died at 
. Peterfburgh in 171.3. 

J p’udociawaf cfpoufed in 16S9 toPeter the (Sreat. and was delivered of Alexdy in 1690. Heroppofition to 
Peter’s plans cf reformation, and remoiiftrances againll his inconp'ncnce, occaiioned her divorce, which took 
place in 1656 ; when fhe was compelled to affuirie the veil, and confined in a convent at Sufdal. During her 
lefidcnce in that convent, Pne is reported to have ^rmed a connexion with General Glebof, and even to have 
entered into a contra£l of marriage by exchanging tings. Encouraged by the predidions of the Arcbbifhop 
of Roftof, who, from a dream, antiuunced to her the death of Peter, and her immediate return to court, 
under the reign of her fon Alexey, fhe re-aflumed, it was faid, her fecular drefs, and was publicly prayed for 
in the church of the convent under the name of thcEmprtfs Eudocia. Being conveyed to Mofeow in 1718, 
and examined, fhe wa^. L y order of her ihhuman hufbahd, fcourged by two nuns, and imprifoned in a fmaii 
cell in the convent of New Ladoga, wi.hout being fufifered to fee any one hut the perfons yiho bronght her 
food, which file dreffed herfelf. From thence (he was removed to '.he fortrefs of Schlufieiburgh..: Being 
releafcd on the acceflioti of her grandfon Peter JIL flic repaired to Mofeow, was prefent at his coronation, 
as well as that of the Emprefs Anne, .md expired in the Devitche: nunnery, where fhe held her court, in 
1731, in the 59th year of her age 1|. , j 

This Prhiceft, though certainly a weak Woman, perhaps was not fo guilty as fhe'was reprefented by Peter. 
Mrs. Vigor, who faw and converfed with her at Mofcow in 1731, affuresus, that Glebof “underwent 
fuch repealed tortures, as it was thought no creature could have borne, with great conflancy, perfiftingin 
his own and her iniiodeuce during his torinents. At lad the Txar hfmfclf came to him, and oflered lum 
pardon if be vvould coufefs. He fpit iiv the Tzar’s fab^, arid told him, he fliould ^fdain to fpeak to him, 
but he thought himfclf obliged to clear His miftvefs, who was as vii tuous a woman al any in the world,” &c. . 
Letters from a Lady in Rumai p. 44, 46. ^ Alfo Voltaire, Schmidt, Re. ^ 

^ For an, aqcpdnt of his death fee book y. chap. ii. 

If ^iiiflaldu Qeh. ,T^, in bis RafF.1 Gcf. 


Ghaw 
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CiiAp. Vill.-—Btijvifk >$ervksh) the Schnvot-mH 
.h/jivip cf, Mqfcaxv.-^Bk’lIitv: cf thi IVt.-tcrs,—-Public Fm^'^ivtfi.hp'Jhe'Jdopujm 
, ffripik:: 

llIE reSv^er in the pi'dent chaptei“j vr: i v vi; wii'; vario-is ceremonicsj pnd national 
oiiftomti, which will fullowreach other in an unconn- ' ed dclaii, but which were top cu¬ 
rious to be'omitted, t 

Daring .our jtay at Petcrlburgh, one -utvihiy nioMiing, at nine o’clock, We, in coni- 
paiiy with Sir James Harris, bad the honour of attending Prince Potemkin to the Arch- 
biihop pf Mofttoty, in order to be prefect at a Scu.onian and Greek fervice. 7'ins 
learned Prelate, iwhofe name is Plato, received us with great politenefs, .and, at the dole 
of a ifhort cohverfation, conduced us into the church. On his entrance the choriften; 
began a Ihort hwin *, which, they finiihed as he api roachc ' the flirine; having then 
faid a (hort pfaygp, he placeid himleU upon a railed,feat in the middle of the church f j 
and taking pff hia inandyasj’ or common garment,, the attendant priefts bifl'd his hauj, 
ivhile they delivered, to hiiri thd different parts of the coft! pc- deal - dbnent which, 
in receiving, he raifed to his lips efore Iv invehed uunfwr i the He aifo 

placed on his head a crown-^richly omaiuenteti with pearls and prec, ,s . We 

wereinfprtnedfthat this drefsis fimi!;; to r’^’o imperial roue, formerly worn by Or.k k 
Emperors of Conliantinopk wh.ch the; .rma cd >. fupron.. giitaru d tne hun h 
to put on at the tiitie of fervipA? ' attire Ihll cononues to dilti-'tyuilh itiu 

hierarchy of the: Greek church Mablifhed in Ruflia from the lower orders. 

The Ari:hbi|hbp being rbbe^^^^ repaired to the Ihrine within the great folding-doors, 
and fopn afterwards began the celebratioji of divine worfhip. Part of the fervice was 
perform^ in the; Sclavoniati tongue by the d!fferi:ui nriefts, and part by the archbilhpp 
in the GrfeekU^guage, whicli he prohounCed^accoiding to the accent of the modern 
Gre ..S.T Jo confor^^^^ of the church, no organ, or any other niufical in- 

hrumint, was introt aced ; but the vocal harmony, which confilled in hymns, was ex¬ 
ceedingly pleafing. Lighted tapers and incenfe feemed no lefs effential parts of their 
worfliip than among the Roinau Catholics. 

Towards the cpndulion of the prayers; the archbifliop and clergy retired into the 
flmne, to receive the coirnnupion. The folding-doors were immediately Ihut, and none 
ojf the laity § at that time partook of this rite; but we, as ftrangers, were allowed to 
view what paffed through a iide door^tbat was left open/or that putpoCe. The commu- 
nIcafUtallpod during the'ceremony; and the tiinc was,'acceding to ufual ipiffom, 
mkced with warm watery the bread, which was cut into fmaU'ideces, was put ipto the 
wine; and Hije elerneptsbjF botli kinds were ^v«n at the fame timeJn a fppon. 

The whole fervke Uftw about an, hoiiy. The having pronounced the 

ftiim l>^n^i<^oo» again fedtedildt^clf ih the middle of pl^rch, mveft*^ bimfelf of 
pontijl^i ahdbiothen in hk commiai robe. Wmthen followed 


* 7%e fh>nl the rlTroa of .the lun to 61" the Ikme.^ 

t The bilboM doae/iave the privilege pf ipMag Ibetnifllvef fa lAe «r the church ( the cojsKnoa 


' 4 


In orders iRIft th^ cwtt, vAieh>%»hiniiM fewweefe pett hf the ilieGi. 
The Idtljr •gesetaS)'Vectm ww iitcSwtttni; T««n 


him 



|p*fll4i h{$ (j.oufej.'vchere founH ^ collation, confiliing eel pye^ a ^'ancf 
* anti and ,'ss:»n^,' '^fter;enjoying'ferfiwp^tra 

'the inpHigm and onfei|lsi^jo|if^$|^ddri of \fia'4,rcH]i?ilhop,, who ipokcjhen^yilw' 
'Fjran^^i^bn^e, wpniade pdi\a(?lii!npS|ldgnieiiU^;, 'anj^^^^ . 

J^Crofd oar departure ffprii the n)^lrpp61is,.\ye,. b opportunity of being pyefent 
at'angler rtii-'ious rhe of a more of the Waters j wliich 

'V’aa peril rti’.ed oii the 6ih of ja C. S. January lyth, S.; thpugh not with 
its andent j>>4np and'm It Ms ceremony oCetl to be held upOn^the ; on 

-ivhjch ppcafiiju the §)^4ti^ign attended in perfon upon liic ice^ and all the fegitnents of 
'jguards j^erO drawn put in great folemnity. Its pomp, though lliil fplOndid,' is,itow much 

I,V;'I'■ 

On the Tfp^K of' a finail pahal, Ibeiween the adinirab 

crciled ah'odagnh pavinDh of \ypod* jpaiuted greejij and ornamentbdMffi;'^ ;., 


raclc'ij of our Saviour j td;,t;h0 infiye''a ca?^ed image pphe ||61y> Spirit,; under thd.eih- 
blemofaciovc, was fufpcnded>‘■^5 is ufual in the fanSylaries of'.thd'Ofesk churShPs. 
The noo.- cf rliisedifice was .•:^rprted4 excentine a fnuafe'vacattcvln the middle, in whith 


an op''.' 

encloi'fd J.v panJaiioes, adorned with Soiighsof f rj uhdl|>pinterni,|^te fpacu jjlfd-^r 
vere ’ vvi:’i carpets. From one of the wind -ws of the patstep ^ ^ ereefud* 

■ .lat ;iifcd with red ciothj 'vhich rcat..ed U. :.Ue extreMil^ pf tfie 'e^na^ ' : 

At th'' time ppointed, the Enlprefs.appeafed ait t’^l^M-d'^W of tffpthe 
Archbifliop, who was to perform the beoedidioh, 

ceUion along the fcaffolding into the oftagor round||^fe^l|||d|^^ :apyt,f^fblM 
of'each regimchtquarterm'ai FeterP'Mrgjb., 4'^^'’$ay?ng pff^^hced^'^ 
he deftend^d the ladder, plunged a crofs^intb the^t^r, fprittfeled 

of^ichT^gih^ntl .;^t th^eOnclufioripfbl^^i^bny'theArchbilhc^i^iredi aiha 
'pedplly;fbll^,llM, p!rpfip)l-|nt^^' ';^nk:\:wiih; eag^nejfe';;';.;^':. water,-; 

Ipfit 'u|»pli;itli|iiiydpt]^'it 'aw|y'l|pf■' 


On the 6th of Pecember yreistere wUnefs to a tmgular (Eyrit^rtaifijrBhnt to t 
the, phblic by a KnjPlisih^l'lyrfioa large fertime by during'"fbdr 

years only, ;the right Jfii&d'pbs h9MP*'s* Od fiirrendenijg b^s^y^'Se 

gaVe, as a prdbfpr pf pMipjl^>, .byylRh(«n he ih^'^^i™Hed'. 

himfelf, a feaIl :hSr tH6i^den"diF'.|^b-iufai^^ a^pnd^'^y^l^d- 

bills diftribirted thrpu^hp.i#4!*l;'?*^r - 

ii);aii ]^4 we'did cjTolwiilfi^bipn^cothmeric^ ap-tw^i^libcfc ■ 









ilulCpffi 
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ot an immenfe whale in pafl:et>oard» covjefetl nJii|Vftr'bwjca^,,«*4 

filled in the infide with bread, dried and othiar ^ 

All forts of games and diverfions ixfdfte exhibited fnr ftmttftkfent of the pobulsce. 
At the extremity of the grounds was a large fqdare of ite well fwept^lfor thefcaltbm: 
near which Were .twO machines like the fwihging vehicles at Barthnlnmew One 
of thefe machines confifted of two crols-beams fixed horizontally to a pole itme centre 
by means of a pivot; from the ends of the beams hung four fledges, in which the peo¬ 
ple feated themfelves, and were turned round with great velocity; the other had four 
Wooden horfcs fufpended from the beams, and the ridem w'ere whirled round in the like 
manner as their rivals in the fledges. Beyond thefe were two icc-hills, fimilar to thofc 
which I have defqribed on a former occafion and for the fame diverfion. Two poles, 

, above twenty-feet in height, were alfo ereaed, with colours flying; and at the top of 
each were placed a piece of money, as a pr^e for thofe who coajd Iwarm up and feize it. 
'1 he poles, being rubbed with oil, foou froze in this fevere climate j many and tediou, 
were the attempts of the various competitors in tbijs flippery afeent to fame. The feene 
was lively and gay i for above for;y thoufand perfbns Ot both fexes Were aflembled on the 
occafion. > , 

Having thus far fatisfied ourcuriofity, we found our way, not without great difficulty, 
through the ciowd to a pavilion in the garden; where the mafter of the fcall and le- 
veral of the nobility were aflembled, and were iogaled with a cold collation, and various 
forts of wine. 

It was preconceri?cd that on firing a xocket, the people were to drink a glafs of fpi- 
rituous liquor, andj on the difcharge of a fttoud, to begin the repaft. But the impa- 
tienceof the populace anticipated the neceffity of the feepnd fignal j and the whole 
multitude was foon and at once in motion. The whale was the cliief objea of conten- 
tion} within thefpace of a few mmutes he was entirely divefted of his gaudy trappings, 
which became the fpoils of his fuccefsful invaders. They had no fooner flead off his 
drapery, and fecured the fragments of rich brocade, than they rent him into a thoufand 
pieces, to feize the provifions v/ith which his infide was ftored. The remaining people, 
who were too numerous to be all engaged in contending about the whale, were em¬ 
ployed in uncovering the pent-faoufes, and pulling down the pyramids} in conveying 
with one hand provender to their mouths, and with the other to their pockets. • (Others 
crowded round the calks and hogflieads} and with great wooden ladles lapped incef- 
funtly wme.- beer, and fpirits. 1 he confufion and riot, whieh foon fucceeded, is better 
conceived iban deferibed j and we thought it expedient to retire. The evening was 
cloffid with a fuperb ilUiminaiion of the gardens, and rtagnificent fire-wqrks. 

^ut the confequences of this feall were indeed dreadful. The cold had fuddenly in- 
ureafedwith fuch violence, that Fahrenheit's |hennometer, whieh at mid-day flood only 
4, funk towards the clofe of the evening to 15 below freezing point. Many intoxicated 
perfons were frozen to death; not a few fell a facrifice to drunken quarrels} and others 
were robl^ and murdered in the more retired parts of the city, as they were returning 
late to their homes. From a comparifon of the various reports, we had reafon to 
coficlude, t^ af leaft fobs hundred perfons loft thdr lives unon this melancholy 
occafion t, 

• See 'ol ii, peok is. ckap. j, • 

+ The foBowing day I myfelf ac left than ftity hod>W celkaeit m two Ihedi bcm the pliice of 
eotertainment. 

’ The 
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j! r’t'helRtilGafl l^a^hs fcSveJboitt ddbiil>cd by ^very traveller who has glvfen to the public 
Aoy i«l%ti<l|ii t» iMf countiyr'* fili^ad of tianfcnbhtg •from the accounts’ of others, I 
fiiati f^latt what fell i»i4ef myow»<|flame(llate’notiee, ' ^ 

It) of the {ItilSan villages we entered a haihing>hoofe, and examined it with as 
much at^emioh at the extreme heat wpuld permits It was a wooden building of one 
_ room, with finall wmdows like thofe^tf the common cottages. Within an old woman 
’ was empbyed In preparing the bath i and as the violent fraokc and heat rendered it 
fcarcely po0ibl^ for us to Siym the room for the fpace of a ininure, we took our (lation 
at the door, and obrerved the procelk, She4rft Bwie a fire under an srch of large gra« 
nite ftones four feet in height j and when they were fufEciently heated, Ote fprinkled 
them Rt different intervals wnh watef j which flew off in vapour. She then took from, 
the fire, by moans of two flteks, feveral fmall red>hot pebbles, and put them into pails 
and troughs of water, which acquired different degrees of warmth. In half an hour 
thjee men entered the bath j and, takmg off thar clothes, remained within, while the 
oW woman continued to throw water upon the arch of ftones, which heated the room 
to a prodigious degree. They,then lay down upon a fort of table, and having lathered ‘ 
their bodies with loap, flie rubbed them lightly with a bundle of twigs in full foliage. 
On account of the exccfllve heat,'Wo were driveh from thf door} And foon afterwards 
the men, their bodies fuffufed with a deep crimfpre from the effeOs of the vapour, ruflied 
out, plunged thcmfelves into the river, llnd re-entered the bath. 

Another bath which we entered near the convent of Yurief at Novogerod, being 
larger and more commodious, vte w^nS'^le to relnain fome time foefitatorsof the whole 
■procefs. It Was a large wooden building, containing, like that juft deferibed, only one 
‘ *oom, and was provided with ranges of broad benches, placed uke fteps one above the 
other, almoft to the height of the ceiling. Within were about twenty perfontfundrefled; 
fome were lying Upon the benches j fome were fitting j others ftanding; fome were 
walking their bndies with foap j others rubbing themfolves with fmall branches of oak- 
leaves tied together like a rod j fome were pouring hot water upon their beads, others 
cold water; a few, almoft^ exhaufted by tlxc heat, were ftanding in the open air, or re¬ 
peatedly plunging into the Volkof *. ' / 

1 fhall add on this fiibj<s£t thd* following luscbunt commu^ictltcd to fne Englifh 
gentleman at jPpioriburgh, who'was ordered to bathe for hk ht^ilth. **T^ bathing- 
room was fmaiy'and low, and'tonfained a heap of large ftones paM over a fire, and two 
broad benches, ond near tho ground, and the other near thocciling. buckets of 
water being occafionallVthrywtt uMp the heated ftoTss, filled tj^ lotom and 

fuffocmiug vapour i which j from ns tiindency ha aibend, 'Tendansa f he dppear pan much 

a r » 

. *. Tiwdicrt m too apt lun bi dUdngtiiih Ijttwjfca the euAekl ef the ewwnuiwr people aa4 mefeof tke 
noblee ) often imj wing to the latter vhet i« true only t^^fwaKr, SThe Ahbc <!<; Cijappe, fp account 
of bu Joprngr ihitongh SSuajs, bat ia mpay beam fiVWV of tb?} abfwdJw j i^rtbe TM(}«r»’»led 

to conchtde froiBt htt narruUec, that tbe noble**bai^ proattf^nOv in pubtie Iwv die aesuttoa people) that 
thley flV OfWUiy wUtAed to 'fbirltuoai tiqaort t Soji that they are as r«ie (iM*^iKlegimt in therr eitWrUgl- 
wei^a (fed be^iij^r i (tli# ctyjr Wserfie. of WMeh U The author tif the Antidote to ha Ti*, 

♦els hrt not with a gW of natio>a| faftii^ifm,* WJnfare fucii lodifcrfpuoate accounts. In^nio one 
{lift We hw tbo Abb^ betrf W^rdwoneoiaShan in bb defwi^tioa of the batn*. After a ludicroua ^tioa 
of them, IfeVdtU, ** Theft are in all ottf Ruffij i eVtry inhabitant of*tiia -vatt »»& W Mhdi 
from the Sovereigi) to the (Mimtft lul^eA, bathes twice a week, and id the fame mannef. £rei y molVidui^, 
even of the fattlicii fortt)^, bas a private hath ih h» om lioufe, in vrhMi tbs fatlser. wotbeee,aj^ tbfl. 
,dwn Cantedmei bathe sdl t^etherf * And aghm, ** of tb# rich differ only from tboHi^ Mwepoor 

people in firing qiote otean.** ihameful inifr^r^ntCtiib» ftaroely deftrve to be mtowdad. were 

sun. to dapofe their falftty. 
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A ‘ 

the Swedes by Peter the Great, and confirmed tothc Ruffians by the peace Of Ryftgdt, 
in 1721. ‘ ^ ' 

The reformation was firft introduced into Livoniaan 4 Efthonia in 1522, ahd-foon em- 
braced by all ranks of people. The Lutheran religion is themoft prevalent; bur all-other 
lefts are tolerated. 

Narva and its fuburbs, according to a geographical divifion, aro fituated partly in In» 
gria, and partly inEfthonia, as the river Narova divides thofe two provinces; but, 
in the divifion of governments eflabliihed by the Emprefs, is comprifed in, Ingria, or the 
government of St. Peterfburgh. . * 

Narva uands on the Narova, near one hundred miles from Peterfburgh, twetiiy-four 
from the point wliere that river iffues from the lake, and eight miles from its mouth, 
where it falls into the Gulf of Finland. The houfes are built of brick ftuccoed white, 
and it has more the appearance of a_ German than of a Rufiian town, in the fuburbs, 
called Ivangorod, the colofial remains of an ancient fortrefs, built by Ivan Vaffilicvitch 
the Great, impend in a pifturefque manner over the fteep banks of the Narova.' 

1 he principal exports are hemp, flax, timber, and corn; the imports, fall, tobacco, 
wine, failed herrings, fpices, tea, fugar, and other grocery wares. 

1 did not omit vifiting the two falls of the river Narova, which have been pompoufly 
deferibed by feveral travellers, but appear trifiiog and uninterefting to thofc wh > have 
feen the fall of the Rhine at Schaffhaufen, of the Dahl, near Gcflc, in Sweden, and the 
ftupendous cataraft’s of Trolhaetta. The breadth of the river is two hundred feet, and 
the perpendicular/height of the fallsi,fcarcely exceeds twenty. The fteep and chalky 
banks of the river, its rapid and turbid ffaream, and a rocky ifland which feparatos the 
two falls, form a rugged and pifturefque fccne, much heightened by the foam and roar¬ 
ing of the cataraft. 

Near Narva is the fpot celebrated for the viftory which Charles the Twelfth, in the 
nineteenth year of his age, ga:ned|^ver the Ruffian army (1700). Authors prone to 
exaggeration, and willing to renoer more ntarvcllous the exploits of the Swedifh hero, 
have dimimfbed his army to three thoufand, and incrcafed the Ruffians to one hunured 
thoufand. The faft feems to be, that Charles headed,on that memorable day, at lead: 
nine thoufand men, and the Ruffians did not exceed thiwy-tw© thoufand *. And it is 
no wonder that the veteran troops of Sweden, led qu 'by their undaunted monarch, 
mould triumph over a raw undifeiplined army, commanded by generals at variance 
With each‘other. Six thoufand Ruffians, including thofe drowned in attempting to 
p^s the Narova, fell in this engagement; but the confequenoes were ftill more fatal to 
the Ruffian arms, as the whole artillery was loft, anef^the gfeater part of theinfantiy 
furrendered to^ the conqueror. The number ofprifoners was fo great, that fhd officers 
Were only detained j, the reft were driven, like a flock of iheep, to the diftance of a league 
from Narva, and difmiffed. 

Prter the Great, not difpirited with this lofs, exclaimed, ** lexpefted that the Swedes 
would beat my troops *, but in time thty will teach us to conquer tTiem.** Nor was 
,^«5 prediftion l9Dg before it was verified. In Icfs than five years from the defeat at 
N^rva, he revenged the diffionour of his arms on that unfortunate day, by taking the 
town by affanlt i and gave a fingula? proof of his humanity. He traverfed the ftrects 
on horfeback, with bis drawn fword in bis hand, reftrained -his troops from milage,killed 
two who refufed to defift, placed guards at the doors of the princij^l iriid before 

• Pcf L*Evffqae*» de Rtiffic, vol. iv. p! 169! 

the 
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tlte churches^ seieiife^ to thejBotel de Ville, where the magtftrates and dtistens had 
' tjikcn refuge# and throwing his fword upon the table, ’exclaimed; “ It is not ftained 
with the blood of the na’tives, but with that of niy own foldiors, whom I killed in ordej> 
to fav«f;^ur lives V* 

DoiJjt, one hundred and fevehty-foufryerfls, or one hundred and fixteen miles, from 
Narva, bears evident marks of fhe dreadful’ devaftation which it fuifored in the wars 
between the SyedeS and Ruffians in the beginning of this century j and particularly in 
the ruins of the cathedral,' whicli* form a pifturcfque objefb on an adjacent hill. In 
addition to tfaefe devaflations, the town luffered a few years ago from a violent confla« 
gration j but is now rebuilding, and will rife more beautiful from its luins, as the Em- 
prefs has contributed with her ufuai munificence. A woode^ bridge over the Empac 
was likcwife burnt down, but has been fupplied by a magnificent ftone bridge, on which 
1 lemaiked this arrogant infeription: 

t Sifte impetus hie flumen, 

Catharma II. jubet; 

Cujus munificeotia htec moles 
In publicum commodura 
Extrufta, pvoniaque primo 
Lapideo ponte adornata. 

1783. 

V ' 

In purfuing our route from Nam to Dorpt, wd'coaftod tbr lake Peipus, a large but 
uninterefting piece of water, the banks fiat, and the environs moIUy fandy, 

Dorpt ftands in the moft fertile part of Livonia, called, from the abundance of grain, 
the Granary of the North; and this fertile diftrift continued till we came within a few 
miks of Riga, which is invcftcjl, as "^raxall juftfy obferves, “ on every fide with deep 
barren lands. Its fituation in fo barren a fpot was chofen by commerce, the genius of 
which ftill protefts and i^richcs it J,” 

Riga, the capital of Livonia, contains witl^in the fortifications nine thoufand iphabi* 
tants, and in the fuburbs fifteen thoufand, exclufive of a garrifon of one thoufand fol- 
diers §• It derives ks confequence from its fituation on the Duna, a river which, being 
navigable from the frontiers of the government of Pclotfk, brings the produdions of 
the nonh eafiqm parts of Poland, and the wefiem provinces of Ruffia, and is fufficiently 
deep to receive Olole to its walls, ffiips of burthen, which fail to and from thh Baltic. 

< Next to St. Beteriburgh k is the moll commercial town in the Ruffian empire. The 
trade is chiefly carried on by foreign merchants, who are refident in the town. The 
Englifli fa£Ioty enjoy thcgreateR mare of. the commerce, and live in a hofpitable and 
fplendid manner^ The principal exports are com, hemp, flax, iron, timber, raafts, 
leather, tallow; the imports, fait, cloth, filks, wine, grocery, poLalh, and faited 
herrings. , . , 

The mail: trade is peculiarly beneficial to the tqwn: the buxghers qf Riga fend per', 
fons, who are called {^.brokers, into rite Ruffian provinces, to mark the trees, which 

i 

• L’Evefqae, p.’aoi. 

f Hen, O river, Aop vour iapi;tvcms courfe, (^tharitie the 'fecond cotnmaadt) by whole muaificenee > 
tbk ntoand was n&d, and Livofiia adorned with this iirft hone bridge, 

j; Wraxatl’sNorthern ToUr.p. aftt.‘ . * 

§ According to Heym, ip the town and ftifevrbi, fottrteco tboa&md two hundred and eighty nak«, and 
thirteen thd^and five hundred |nd fitttecaietnalei. > 
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then 'fbrmeiivijk4fc5:of Iro'itt-;^^ ai^dfis^id' the-'iitreSm- fo 



y'ea'tis ih' its 
{vtl^dred and fifty 


.. ___, .-,_. 4 .if:jf'edrbp.V^¥,. '.*^ 9 ®i» 
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and by land 

Wfi j»^d 6nr\r^ieSs; iaXJenerjl Ifrdwn, gove^o^^ had the honour of 

dining' with thait galj^t'tete»n> witha’iawimg-^ri^Kiy niittirai to old age, related 

a .Variety of iAifcjg||injg^yentor«»,i tiiatS0e^^ftdIan,_|iiM m'-^ and 

adlwedifcV • racM i-iiafive.oi lrdat^y'j^n'd ''^^>6drh^^;^ eentuiy.- 

Being a Roman catl^hci he '^’a^ci^pejij^'to feefc his i t;burtein*'^ich ■ 

he waul'd; Wi^ngly?4tiv% dedicated to hlii,®whr-.tftdfifft feare^othb iSu'ftriani^and 



froir. .linR|!t;;^>1I!l^.^il|Pbj|Q Uiian 4oV for Cs t cH anjioiilt. 

food*. Ill umejfam'pt Gtmacy i^e ■ 


in the wood* 

A fnmiiTi** Sfirpiii^'i 

7 * 1 ^ jili-ijt:? 


The ci>mj^ iwtiiciVliif iOrl&t p^^iirtilis^ fopplar^tte 


,,wj|l |^^ti^^ted.lnLt'he thir^i vii^^y.of.;l! 
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and tiansferr^ to four dlfierent mafters. At one time he was bound back to 
hack anoth^ prifoner for dght'ahd forty liouhs, and expofed almofl. naked at the 
various places where Oaves are brooght for falc.’ He then bore the rank of colonel in 
the' RuiHan fervice, but to ieOTen the price of bis ranfora, aflericd tlui he was only 
capiain* Being accidentally met by a gentleman, to whdm he wits 1 funaliy known, 
he font an account of his fituation to the French Arabaifador, who found means to pur- 
chafe him'for 300 ducats. But his Tnrkifh mafter difeovering his r.mk, icclaimed his 
prifoner, and threatened to recover him by force. The French AmbaO'ador, however, 
applietl to the Grand*Vizir, who decided in his favour: Count Brown recovered his 
liberty', and returned to Rullia, in which fervice he was gradually promoted, and has 
been lately appointed governor of Riga, a place of the greafeft truft. 

Over the Duna, at Riga, is a floating wooden bridge, forty feet in breadth, and two 
ihoufand fix hundred in length. A row of piles extends from one fliore to the other $ 
each pile is from twenty-five to forty feet long, according to the depth of the river, and 
appears about four feet above* the level of the water. To thefe piles the parts of the 
bridge are loofely faftened, by means of inm chains fixed to thetranCverie beams. The 
bridge rifes and falls with the river, and Wder the wheels of heavy laden carriages, 
plays as if adluated by a fpriag. It is the fafhionable walk, and is an agreeable bufy 
Icene, when crowded with people, and lined on each fide with fhips taking in or^unload- 
ing their cargoes. In the be^nning of winter, when the froft fets in, the bridge is re¬ 
moved ; the piles remmning in the water are forced up by the ice, and conveyed to 
land, and the whole is again laid down in fpring. 

The importance of the trade of Riga will appear from the following tables: 


Number of VefTeh which a» rived at Riga, 1782 
and (783. 

Veffcls which arrived and failed from Riga in 17841 
fpecifying tbofe which wintered therei 



1784. 

1783. 


Wintered. 

1 

S 

Oepurted 

Danlih, 

•» 

«*5 

* 4 ? 

Daniili, - 


160 

160 

Freoch, - * 

* 


8 

French, 


10 

10 • 

Fiom St. Pctcrfturgbj 

• 

43 

38 

From St.Fcter&ttigh, 

>4 

3 * 

d 5 

Engliih, - . 

• 

n 

too 

Engliih, • 

3 

m 

174 

Dutch, 

* 

t22 

Foriugucfe, - 


4 

Ir 4 

Swediih, - 

m 


412 

Prullian, 

2 

77 

77 

PrulBan, • 

• 

Hlfl 


Swedilh, 

4 



From Oftend, - 

m 

Vrffl 

66 

Dutch, 


170 

170 

Portuguefe, * 

m 

Hjrfl 

7 

From Oltend, 

— 

^3 

33 

American, 

m 


I 

Genoa, 


1 

X 

From Bremen, 

• 

16 

34 

Hatnburghp 

— 

12 

It 

Dantzic, 

• 

5 

10 

Lubw, 

4 

.27 

27 

Lubec, 

• 

29 

26 

Bremen, 

1 

»s 

24 

Roftoc, . 

m 

*3 

3 

Dtantzic, 

— 

3 

3 

Hamburgh, . 

• 

5 

5 

Roftoc, 


II 

■a 

Peroau, . 

From Riga, • 


4 

6 

Pernauand Revel^ 

MW. 

4 

Hn 


30 

38 

Riga, - 

'5 

30 


Total, 

•» 

961 

1,254 

f Total, 

si 

1,085 

1,077, 


4 ^ 
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VaUe of the Cargoes of the Vejfels which failedfrom RigaJn 1784/ 

f ; Ronhles; Copecn. 


For Denmark, 

France, • - - j 

The dominions of the Emperor, 
England, - 

Spain, - - - • 

Portugal, « • • ‘ 

Pruflia, - - . 

Sweden, 

Holland, . • • • 

Italy, - - - 

Hamburgh and Bremen, 

The Baltic, - 

Total of Exports, ^ - 
Value of the Imports, 

Excefs of Exports, 


^ Coin Imported, 

Ducats 448,739, - - 

New rix dollars 1,780,744! 

Old ruc«dollars 138,976! 

Sum total of Coin imported. 


735.335 

78 


270,886 

63 


5 U «09 

45 -" 

••iaiii'i 

1,288,284 

58 


383,843 

- ■ 0 ’ 


3 o®» 2'3 

93 

— 

64,77s 

75 

*— 

1,182,907 

79 

— 

1,470.320 

93 

—- 

*35,097 

8 


,209,840 

7 

— 

292,707 

39 


6^392,422 

44 

— 

1,422,717 

.87 

12 

4,969,704 

•56 

12 


Valne'in Roubles, 

1,207,741 

10 

2,36*1,389 

8sl 

1,182,058 

84! 

4,758,189 
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Chap# X.-^Mittau.—Duchy of Courland.’^HiJiory.—SucceJfton,—-Anecdotes of Erneji 
John Biron.^ConJlUution.-—Fcodal Dependance on Poland.-^Prerogativesofthe Duke.-~- 
Diet, — Ndbles. — Religion,-^Languagc. — Memmcl.—Journey to Koningfburgh,—Sketch 
^ the Dfiory of PruJJia, - 

QUITTING Riga we croffed the Duna, paffed through a flat fandy country, thinly 
mhabited, to the Ruflian frontiers, about fixteen Englifli miles diflant from Riga, and 
entered the Duchy of Courland. Our baggage was ftiiftly fearched by a Ruflian cuf* 
tom.houre ofHcer, who even opened our portfolios, and' examined the fmalleft pieces of 
paper. This ftriQ; fearch is made to prevent foreigners from exporting Ruifian money; 
but confldering the debafed flateof the coinage, is an ufelefs precaution. 

Mittau, which l(ands in the midfl: ojfa fertile and agree<d}ie country, is a long town, 
containing a mixture of brick houfes ftuccoed white, and wooden buildings. The pa¬ 
lace *, built by the late Duke, is a great pile of buildings, with a large and hmxdforoe fuite 
of apartments, but almofl: totally unfumiflied. Its magnincoice and* extent almolt 

* Great part of this palace WM demolilhed by the late Emperor Paul. It has beea lately diftiuguilhed 
Mthr'tlmporary refidence of Louis XVill. . 

3 jviftifie# 
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the,wi«icifpi;0f a traveller, who eftiroatjng the country not from its ilze^ but from its 
trivial, cohfequence in the fcale of the north, affirmed that the palace was larger than 
the dukedom. The academy, inftlluted by the {irefent Duke at a confiderable expence, 
contain^, in May 1.685, eight prbfelfors, and only twenty ftudents. y 

The duchy of GDurland and Semigallia is bounded on the? north by the Baltic, on the 
eaft by Livonia, and by Poland on the fouth and weft. It ftretches in length two hun¬ 
dred and :6f^ miles, and the average'breadth may be eftimated at forty. 

Gothard Ketler, grand^after or the Livonian knights, ha\'ing ceded Livonia to Po¬ 
land, at Wilna, received, in 1561, the inveftiture of Courland and Semigallia, as an he¬ 
reditary fief of the crown of Poland. Dying in 1587, he was fucceeded by his fon 
Frederic ; arid in 15891; it was enaded by the diet of Poland^ that, on the extiiiQionof 
the heirs male of the line of Ketler, the duchies of Courland and Semigallia Ihould be 
united to Poland, 

Frederick William, Duke of Courland, dying in 1711, without iffue, the right of fuc- 
ceffion devolved on his great uncle Ferdinand, the only furviving branch of the Ketler 
line; but Peter the Great took poffeffion of Mittau and great part ofXlourland, under 
pretence of fecuring the dowry for his niece Anne, widow of Frederick William. Fer¬ 
dinand, who whs abfent, and at variance with his nobility, was unable to enforce his 
right, ^and Courland, during feveral years, was governed by the Ruffian court, under 
the name of the Duchefs Anne. Tfie country was in a Hate of civil confufion, and 
feveral inefi'eciual attempts were made to raife, firft, a Prince of the houfe of Saxony, 
anti afterwards Frederick William, Margrave of Schvedt, to the ducal throne. 

At length, in 1726, the infirmities and abfence of Ferdinand afforded a pretext; a 
pariy of nobles determined to appoint a fucceffor, and Auguftus the Second, King of 
Poland, fecretly influenced the diet to nominate his natural fon Maurice, afterwards well 
known under the title of Marlhal Saxe. This apppintment was contefted by the repub¬ 
lic of Poland, and by Catharine Emprefs of Ruffia. 

The Polilh diet, which affeinbled at Grodno, denied the right of the nobles to appoint 
a duke, declared that duchy a vacant fief belonging to the republic, annulled the elec¬ 
tion of the Count of Saxe, and propofed, on the death of Ferdinand, to incorporate the 
duchies of Courland and Semigallia with,the crown, according to the edifl in 15S9. 

Catharine the Firft, confidering Courland almoft as a province of the Ruffian empire, 
equally oppofed rheeleftion of Maurice, and the incorporation of Courland; and Prince 
Mentebikof; who on her death afpired to the ducal throne, difpatched a carps of Ruffian 
troops to Mittau, and drove Maurice from Courland. The fall of Meutchikof pre¬ 
vented hisnomination ; hut the Ruffians, under Peter the Second^ and Anne, maintained 
their influence in Courland, and promifed to fupport thp ftates in their right to elea a 
Sovereign on the deceafe of Ferdinand. , 

The death of Auguftus the Second annihilated the hopes of Maurice; and on the 
demife of Ferdinand in 1737, the Emprefs Anne forced the ftates to nominate her 
favourite Biron,'and fupponed his eledion in oppofuion to the claims and reinonftrances 
of Poland. At length, deputies from the EtTiprels and the new Duke on one fide, and 
from the King and the republic of Poland on the other, arranged the convention^^Il^d 
Btdfje&ifJnis^ or Adis of Vaffalage^ whicn regulated the conftitutiQn ofCou^ri^ 
according to fomier adls of vaffalage, and eltabliflied the fucceflion in the male line of 
Bir<m. In CWtcellor of Courland did homage in the name of th? Duke to 

Auguftus the Third. Jlut, in J743, Biron being arrefted and imprilbned, tke ftates 
declared the diical throne vacant, and elcdted» at the recommendation of iho regent 
Anne, Louis Lrneft, Briiice of Brunfwick* and brother bf her huftiand Ahtlibny Ulric, 

" ■ 4'Y 'The 
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The revolution trf 1741, whidi placed Elizabeth on the thtone of Ruifia, prevented 
the ratification of this cledion *, "and from that period, till 1759, the adminiftratxon was 

S ominally veiled in the council of ftate j but the whole power centered ih the Court of 

‘uilld. 

I** *758, tite nobles difgufted with their rulers, chofe Charles Chriftian, fon of Au- 
guftus the Thir 1 , who received the inveftiture of the two duchies from his father, made 
his entry into Mittau, and repairing to Peterfburgh, obtained from the £|||||refs Eliza¬ 
beth the rcftituiion of the ducal eftates and revenues, and her rcnunciatim^ff all right 
and titje to thofe two duchies.' But the death of Elizabeth, in 17(11, rendered this refti- 
tution inefteclual. Peter recalled Biron from exile, and Catharine reftored him to his 
former dignity. 

Erncft John Biron * was defeended from a family of mean extraflion. Ills grand¬ 
father, whofc name was Buren, or Bicren, was bead groom to James the I'hird, Duke 
of Courland, and obtained from his inafter the gilt of a fmall eflatc. Ilis fon accom¬ 
panied Prince Ah zander, youngeft fon ..f the Duke of Courland, i.i a campaign a -ainfl- 
the Turks, in quality of groom of his horle, and with the rank of lieutenant. Prince 
Alexander being killed before Buda, in 1686, Biron returned into Courland, and was 
Appointed mailer huntfman to the Duke. 

Enveft John, his fecond fon, was bom in 1687, received the early part of h^s educa¬ 
tion in Courland, and was fent to the univerfity ol Koninglburgh in Prulfia, where he 
continued until fome youthful imprudences compelled him to retire. In 1714, he matle 
his appearance at St. Peteifburgh, and loUcited the place ol page to the Piincels Char¬ 
lotte, wife of the Tzarovitcb Alexey, but being rejeded as a perfon of mean extraftion, 
retired to Mitrau, and ingratiated himfell with Count BeftuChef, mafter of the houlehold 
to Anne, widow of hredcrick William Duke or Com laud. Having through his means 
obtained the office of gentleman of the chamber to the Duchefs, and being of a hatid- 
fome figure an4 polite addrefs, he foon became her chief favourite, and the firft ufc 
he made of his favour' was toa>btain the difgrare of his benefaftor Beftuchef. He 
gained an entire afcendency over the aflV^lions of his miftrefs, and the upftart ftvouritc 
offended, by his arrogance, the whole body of the nobility. 

Having efpoufed Mademoifelle de Trenden, a lady of a noble family, and maid of ho¬ 
nour to the Duchefs, he endeavoured, by means of that alliance, and the favour of his 
miftrefs, to be admitted into the body of nobles, but hisjfolicitations were rejc£led with 
great contempt. 

His afcendency over the Duchefs, his fpirit of intrigue, and extreme arrogance, were 
fo notorious, that when Anne was declared Sovereign of Rullia, one of the articles 
proposed by the council of ftate of Mofeow exprclsly ftipulatcd, that flte fhouJd not 
bring Biron into Ruflia, She confented, butinftantly broke her word r for foon after 
her arrival at Mofcow, he made his appearance at her court. By his feerct advice, the 
Eroprefs formed a ftroug party among the Ruffian nobility, gained the guards, and 
planned the rtvolution, which reftored to the crown del^otic authority. But when the 
p^jea'was ripe for execution, Anne 1 »efitated, and was alarmed, till Biron took her by 
the hand, and led b'er to tjbe door of tl^ apartment in which fhe council of ftate, fenat^ 

• I’or tlii« account of Biron I have confulicd Manftefn'a Memoiri, p. 4*, 47, 6z, loo. *< 5 i, *( 5 S, 

,2S!o Lcltm from a Lady in Ruflia, Let xxviii xxix.; Scfimidt’* Mi'HriaUen.fiitr den RuCGelh." 

44. *8 't y i i Motif* ^ la Dlfgrace d'Crneft Jean de BSrdn, i>«c de Copland, wntiap hunUsif, 
in twiklimg g Hift. Magazin. vol. ix. p sg8 ( Antworf aiif die Vergehendc Bchrin. *oft efuen 
naecWtwi Vww andicn dis tirafen vob Mumch, ibid. p. 401, 4*4 > Goavemmejit de I’Empiredc IluiBe, by 
MarmSil MttQKhi * > 
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and pjjMjoJpa^ noWli'ty were aflembled, and the was declared aWolute Sovereign. Within 
the Qace of a few months, Biron was aopointed gentleman of the bcd-chamber, knight 
of the order of St. Andrew, lord higb'cnamberlain, and, as Manftein fays, was omnipo¬ 
tent in the government. 

On the death of Eerdinand Ketler, in 1737* the Emprcfs difpalched General Blf- 
marck, governor of Riga, to Mittavi, at the head of a confiderable army. 'Hie nobh i 
having aflcm tiSii > in the cathedral, Biitnarck forrounded the church with troops, and 
compelled thesWo Clcfl for their Sovereign the fame Biron whom they had refu fed to 
admit into their corps, 'But his new dignity-did not prevent him from keeping his poft 
of high chamberlain, and his wife that of the firft lady of the bed-chamber. Biron ruled 
Courland with the fame arbitrary fpirit with whicLhc governed Raffia, and the nobles 
w'ho ventured to oppofe his will, or to fpeak with*their ufual freedom, were privately 
feized by perfons in mafks, forced into Kibitkas, and conveyed to Siberia. 'I he cruel¬ 
ties alfo which he excrcifed upon the moft illuflrious perfons of Ruffia altnoft exceed 
belief j and Manftein conjeflurcs, that during the ten years in which Biron’s power 
continued, above twenty thoufand perfons were fent to Siberia, of whom fcarccly five 
thv)ufand were ever more heard of.” 

The arrogance 6f his temper often broke forth in a manner highly difrcfpeflful to 
the Emprels. Once irt particular, while ffie g ^ve an audience to the Duke of Severn, 
Biron burft into the apartment, complained that he was tormented by her fervants, 
threatened, with horrid imprecations, to retire into Courland, and again rufhing out of 
the room, fhiU the door with great violence. The Emprefs, in the higheft cunftema- 
tion, lifted up her hands to heaven, then clafped them together, and being alraoft ready 
to faint, opened the window for air. While ftie continued in this agitation, the Duchefs 
of Courland, accompanied by her children, entcrcvl the room, kneeled down, and en¬ 
treated the Emprcfs to forgive the paflhmate behaviour of her hulband. • Artne in this, 

in every other inftance, relented, and patiently endured his infolence *.* During the 
fitting of the cabinet council, ihe frequently repaired to an adjoining room, in which 
her favourite remained, to receive his advice, or rather his orders. She even kept no 
table, but dined with his family. 

Acquainted only with the German and his native jargon, he governed the extenfivo 
empire of Ruffia without underftanding the language, lie even piqued himfelf on hh 
ignorance, and declared, in the prefence of the Emptiefs, that he wopld nor learn the 
Ruffian, bccaufc he could not bear to lead all the reports and memorials which were 
daily tranfraitted to him. ,, 

Biron was undoubtedly a man of great ca|)acity; duriinr his vraole admlniflration, 
the external Iblendour, and internal tranquillity of the Ruffian empire, announced the 
vigour and wifdom of his mpafures, and, l^fbewed his judgment m employing fuch a 
ftatefman as Ofterman, and fuch a general as Mtwiich. He was a fmeorvi ft i* nd and an 
implacable enemy} and it was juftly fatd of himi that he feldom forgot a benefit, and 
always remembered an injury. He amafled an enormous foriuno in mouey and jewels, 
and on public occafions ms magnificence t far exceeded that of the Emprefs, 

4.' * , » * * 

* Bufcluitg's Wi/cheptlBcWNaclmchten, 1774, p.»1(5, * 

f In his vitlt rtf ctritpiuny 4q ch« Marquis dc la Chrttrdt'e, the French Aihhaffadw, he was preceded by 
the following proerflion i, An'rtfBcer of bb court on horfeback a Two fervants on horfebwik. 
3. Three carriages drawn by fut horfos, containing fu cavaliers 4. Twrnty four fwvanu on hoifoWck. 
5. Si* vanning fouttnen. <>. iTwO blacks. 7. Thirty Ucqnies on foot b.^’welvc pagrb 9. »ine hej- 
ducs. IP Hw’maftcr of the horfe, . 4 ->aftly,, ibe Duke lii^elf in * fpfondtd carriage drawnoy nk hoifos i 
behib(^,two fervaata in TurkUh dreifn. 

Having 
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Having Idrig direded the affairs of a great emjjire, he Cottld ffiot brook letjriMihto 
Courland; he accordingly prevailed oil the Emprefs, oh her deatli-bed, to appiffi; her 
great nephew, Prince Ivan, her fucceffor, and hithfelf tegentj till fie Prince attained the 
’age of feventeen; and he managed this whole tranfaSion withfo mnch art, that he Teemed 
only to accdht the regency at the earneft requetl and recoanhendhtidn of 
nich, the Chancellor Ofterman, and the prindpal Ruffian ndbiltty. Having thus fecured 
the regency, to the exclufTon of Anne, mother of the young Empero M^ e firll a£t of 
his adminiftratipn was to obtain for himfelf an' annual revenue of 5co,0^p^rQubles, and 
the title of Imperial Highnefs. ' . 

But the power thus acquired by intrigue, he attempted to fecure by perfecution and 
cruelty. Piquets were placed in the ftreets to prevent commotions; numerous fpies 
brought vagiie accounts of conteinpradus expreffibns and ilhfdrmed plots, and licarcely 
aday paffed in which fufpefted perfons were not imprifoned and tortured to force confef- 
fion. But inftead of dilarming the envy and jealoufy of the natives, who were difgufted 
with the government of a foreigner, he increared his unpopularity by the hauightinefs of 
his demeanour, and treated even the parents of his fovereign with extreme brutality. 

Prince Anthony Ulridvand the Princefs Anne, the father and mother of the infant 
Emperor, were difaffeded at their exclufion from the regency, and Anthony ULric, 
who was a prince of great fpirit, expreffed his difapprobation in the ftrongeft terms to 
the regent himfelf. Biron fufpeaing that the Prince was cabaling againit his govern- 
ment^ called on him early one fnorning, without being announced; “ Your Highnefs,’' 
he faid, ” does not deal juftly vyith me, for you pi omifed.to inform me of the cabals of 
difaffeded perfons, and you know that intrigues are carrying on againti me in your 
own houfehold.” ** I know not,” replied the Princg, “ that any thing is in agitation 
which will be detrimental'to the Etnperor and the country.” “ I-will take care,” re¬ 
turned Biron, ^ to place this empire in fuch a fituatioti as no other peffon is capable of 
doing; for I am neither deficient in knowledge or power.” The nobles mull affilb 
you,” faid the Prince, “ and you muft all be accountable to the Emperor.” >* AmI 
not regent,” replied Biron, “ with abfolute authority ? Such affertions, fir, may oeca- 
fion great commotiqi;^; and your Highnefs muit knoW, that whenever fadions arife, the 
Emperor and the country are in danger; and what muft bethe inevitableconfequence, 
fhould you and I be at variance?’’ “ A maffacrel’V returned the Prince with great 
warmth, putting at the fame time his hand on his fword. 

After ntuch jtltercation, the Prince accufed Biron of fiirging the teflament and figna* 
tore of the Emprefs, and the Duke qiii'ttf^ ihfe' aftariiheiiSt with thefe words: “ This 
aflair, fir, is of great importance, and mull be laid before the principal nobility of the 
realm.” Repairing indantly to his palace, he fumiriotiW the cabinet council, fehate, 
and principal nobility, arid acquainted then\Aviih the'cohverfation. When the imperial 
minifter, Count lCeyfefling, eitdt;avoored to juftify the Prinde, Biri)tt balled the Prince a 
liar; ami turning to Reyferiing, faid, We’w no advAcateSi and nd lawyer’s 

quirks ;” then traverfing thd apartraent in extreme iagjtation, exclaimed, ‘‘ Am I a 
poildnef! or do I contend for the throne and felptreiV ^ 

To ih!? Ptrinedfs Anne, who, iiifohJied of.ti#piilui!der(hmding, now made 

ance, he recapithla&d what had pjflTed with great bitferr 4 !iiii;- Anne was ex|dedthgly 
alFecied, and afjpeared to blame her’hnfb^d’s condubl. At length, the Prince himfelf 
being fuinmoned, was prevailed upomffe attend; Being repirinianded by Biron, and by 
feveral who were pfefeiit, in the; groffeft terms, iHiS- Highnefs gt 

i<»,OOol. aev«riV>ig to’ tliif value dfa rijoblr of that peiw^V 

demand 
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demand pardon,, the tears darting from his eyes from this neceflary bat degrading 
concedion. . 

Soon afterwards, Biron feat a me 0 agc by Marftial Munich ordering the Prince to 
refign his military employments. 

At variance,with the parents of the Jimperor, fufpicious of plots, and deteded by the 
nation, the regent became agitated and unealy, feU the precarioufhefs of his fiiuation, 
paid his cou||j||mth great affiduity to the Princefs Elizabeth, and feems even to have 
formed the alH|h ormarrying her to the Prince, his elded ion, and of raifmg her, or 
her nephew the Duke oi Holdein to the throne? He even declared publicly, that if the 
Princels or her hu(band were refraflory, he would fend them both into Germany, and 
place the Duke of Holdein on the throne. 

While be was hefitating in regard tb his future conduft, and laying plans tp remove 
thofe who gave him umbrage, his own ruin came from a quarter which he did not,espeft, 
and was not prepared to refid. Marflial Munich, fecretly difgullcd with the regentjl^ 
fomented the difeontents, awakened the fufpcions pf the Princefs Anne, prevailed upon" 
her to order the arred of the Duke of Courland, and fucceeded in fecuring bis perfon 
on the 18th of December, only tw'enty days after his appointment to the regency. 
Mandein, who was employed b^Munich on this occafion *, penetrated at the head of 
twenty men, into the palace inhabited by Biron, though guarded by forty foldicrs, wdio 
were placed under the windows of his bed-chamber, and by numerous centinels poded 
in the apartments. Beiijg perfonally known to the centinels, they'permitted him to pafe, 
thinking that he had an aftair of confequence to communicate to the regent. Having 
forced open the door, he approached the bed, i|j^ which the Dube and Duchefs ileptfo 
foundly that the noife did not awaken them. On drawing the curtains, both dieted 
up in furprife, and the Duke indantly leaped from the bed with an intention to efcape, • 
but was prevented by Mandein, who threw .himfelf upon him, abd held him till the fol- 
diers came 10 his adidance. .. In this druggie the Duke dil'engapd himfelf from Man- 
ftiin, and endeavouring to burd from the foldiers who laid hold of his arm, received ■ 
fr veral blows with the but-ends of their mufkets. Being at length tlirown on the flo^r, 
his mouth gagged with a handkerchief, and his hands tied behind with an officer’s falb, 
he was led to the guard-room, covered w'iih a foldier’s cloak, and conveyed in aicarriage 
to the winter palace in which the Princefs Anne refided. When ,he wa^ the 

Duchefs fprang out of bed, ran after .bint into the ftreet, fcreaming in an a^ky of de« 
fpair, till forced away by the foldiersjf die funk down on the fnow, and, jj/pbld have 
periihed, had not the Captain of the giiiird furnilhed her w ith clothes, and rcr^hdufted 
her;to the^palace.'; 

The next day the Duke and his family were conveyed to; thb fortrefs of Schluffel- 
burgb, and in Jiine were removed to Pelini, a finall town in Siberia, where he wasim- 
prilbned in a wooden hovel under the ftritleft confinement. But he did not long re¬ 
main in this dreary fituation. The Emprefa Elizabeth recilled- hitu from' his imprifon- 
menf; and if his misfortunes had not foftiened his vindidiye fpirit, he enjoyedjhe 
pleirfure of feeing his enemy, Marffial Municb. occupy t^t, hove which he had juft 
■ quitted.-^ 'i-■ 

Biron was trsnsferred to*a comsformble manfif^ he received fivb; 

rbubles a day, and the permiffion of hunting in the viciniiy. in this fituation,, wretehod 
when dbntrafted with’^his fqrmtr ftatwii as the omnipotent fayburite of Annej qrias jre* 
gent of RuiBaj but a paradife when compared with his prifon at Peliin, he paffi^ his 

Monotrs orManllein. .. 
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';ii?;iys.: bf..;l^}iKn,b.etK('/.j;^ii'f|[Jet--deTnife,..;'P 4 t^.-t^^^ 

: Biron tb iPetcrjfbiM-gb,. bot''dMi>bt^!r®ui&|ej^;^|^i^S^^ 
ref^red dj^rjng 1 # nuifmvnicnt» to duUiy* iaJthbugh he-'«f^s ^ 

■ fo'&d hisljb^yyilnd a penildiiiol;^'! be; bo preyailyid dpbn;by ■ 

Petotjlio ^£u'd,to abdioatci in favouf ofiho j(>u|ife 

^ fecond imprifonmeiit mhor;,|H^ luala;toil^> ;€atjfiarine'yilored 

hifb;bi' 1 ii§,,fownor;d|gnky.;^^;'. , ^ : ;;V, ■ ”'^v'-'’ 

X in' Brion;.repa|red;;tb.j\Ii]^aUi Jwc^ty»eigbt. ■years*after/bfe:^e^b^^^ ■ 

-::fir!|; t|n^’finc^^bo':.cIi|<ui.^bbMit;;r! 4 ffidVt<^%b^^^ Pri»ce ;'Cfiarles'OjF Saxbiiy,- 

althoibibiopport!^ ;by;a jiarge paybyidvbbi^andvyi afliftance froin his father 

AuguituameTbw|i,wa 8 Gbih|>eii 6 d^^^t^^^ arid Biron received 

: Htfee ;o?fh 4 ;of; ;^illegkrice;from^;^^^ liu} ^ 6 ^ he ql^tdrtcd froin. the iving 

ai)id;<^phbliq;pf i’qlahd the inyfiteturc of.Corifland for the prefeni 

^ril«ri; 3 |j .in 4:759^jdjdicated iri his favour, and ih^i7y2^ cIofeiijf thVMht^ in the eighty 
ihir^’y^riqt;;bist ige,;;a life of , 

Theconflitutioit ?■ bf’CouH^^ is extremely .complicated,, and the rights of Poland 
of the Duke, and of the diet are fo interwoven, as to be dilcriminatod with dilficuliy. 

Fiom tlje hiilojjcal (ketch of the foccelTion to the ducal throrje, it will appear that 
Courland is a male-fief, dependent on and conferred by the crown of Poland. 'I'hc 
territorial iViperiority of Poland is fctlkd by the PaSla St(hji’{lionh, or afts of valTalage, 
ratified by the K.ioK and Duke, on the receipt of the inveftiturc. The King invefis eac h 
Duke with the dudiics of Courland and Semigallia as fiefs of Poland ; and receives his 
homage as from a' vafial to his liege lq|d. If Poland is engaged in war, the Duke mud 
fuynilh two hundred horfe, or five hundred infantry} and the nobles arc bound to fupply 
two hundred horfei or 30,000 dollars in the firft year of the war, provided no Polifii 
or enemy’s troops are quartered in Gourlqpd, and 10,000 dollars in each of the fuc- 
ceeding years. .The money bears on one fide, the head,pf the King, or the arms of 
Poland and Lithuania, and i? ft ruck on the fame ftandard as the coin of Poland. The 
Poliih money pailcs current in Courland, and the Courlandifli in Poland. 

The King fettles difputes between the Duke and his fubjefts, receives rcmonftrances 
againft any infringement of privileges from the diet, and can order the redrefs of 
grievances. * 

The diet of Poland ratifies all laws which alter or new model the conftitution, con¬ 
firms the creation of nobles, and the indigemt reebt, or righj of naturalization, recom* 
mended by the Duke and diet of Courland. It is alfo thelupreme court of judicature, 
to which any noble may appeal from the decifion o£ the courts of jufticc in Courland. 
In aji civil caufes above the value of 500 PoKfh ilot^, and in all criminal cafes fpeci* 
lied In the fiarutes, the final decifion is left to arid republic. The King in re¬ 

turn binds himfelf to fupjport the conftitutioi«fliro Duke in all his prerogatives, and the 
nobles and burghers in all thdr privileges. 

Irhe D|uke and diet enjoy the fupreme authority in all other circumfianccs not con- 
tradi^ory to their feudal dep^ndance^^or which are not mentioned in the a£ls of 
fubjediofi. 

TTie Dul^e is invqlldd with the^|cutive power, and the general admlniftration of 
affairs, {le has a negarive ih au|pi'proceedings of the diet, confers the principal 
charges, both civil anp militar«Pl^ys the right of pardoning criminals!^ judges in par- 

* Foe the hiftorj and oonftltutiou'of Courland, lee Lengnich, Juf. Publ. Keg.' PoTonl.' HU, Lc.it, Ice. v. 
to vii. and Zicgenoorn'i Staata Reckt der Hertzogthueincr Courland and Seniegslkn- 
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ticular cafes without appeal, in all civil caufos below 500 Polifli florins, and in delin¬ 
quencies and crimes not fpecified in the fbtnte law. . 

The Duke, flriclly fpeakijjg, has the right to declare war, make peace, or contraft 
alliances; but although feme inftances of his cxercifing ihcfe prerogatives have occurred, 
yet he ufiially confults the diet on thefe occafions. His revenues artiaiuplc, and derived 
from the ducal deraefnes, which are fuppofed to form one-third of the duchy, from tolls 
and cuftouifi^ matiorial and f eudal rights, fines, and confilcations of goods, amounting' 
to not Icfs t%an i6o,oool. per annum, which almoff entirely belongs to his privy purfe, 
as the'expences of his court are trifling, and he is not permitted to maintain more than 
five hundred troops. The prerogatives of the Duke are circumferibed by his vaffalage 
to Poland, by the diet of Courland, and the privileges of the nobles. 

Diets are ordinary or extraordinary; both convoked by the Duke, either at his own 
pleafure, or at the requeft of the nobles. Extraordinaiy diets are fummoned as occafion 
l equires. Ordinary diets arc convoked every two years, fix weeks before the meeting 
of the Polifli diet. With the circular letters expedited to the pariflies for the cleftion of 
the deputies, the Duke fends the propofitions called Deliberations, which are to be laid 
before the diet, and muff, at the fame time, tranfmit any grievances complained of by the 
body of nobles; for the confidcratlon of that aflembiy. 

I'he deputies mufl be noble, and are elcdbed by the nobles in their refpedive pariflies. 
Their number is uncertain, becaufc fometlmes one parifli chufes one or two deputies, 
and not unufually three pariflies join in appointing only one, but may be eftimated at 
twenty-feven, the number of pariflies. 

The diet aflembles generally at Mittau, and chufes by a majority of votes, a marfhal 
or prefident. The deputies then, headed by the inarflial, repair to the palace, are re¬ 
ceived by the Duke in flatc, kifs his hand, and are entertained at dinner. 

The diet, conjointly with the Duke, impofes taxes, and pafl'es'all laws and regulations 
which do not infringe on the fcodal rights of Poland, or alter the conftitution. 

The diet firft fubnnts all grievances to the Duke; and if he confiders them nugatory, 
and refufes toredrefs them, the deputies enjoy the privilege of laying their renionflrauces 
before the diet of Poland, as the fupreme court of legiflature. 

All queflions are carried or rejeded by the majority, and each deputy muft vote ac¬ 
cording to the inlirudions of his conftituents; but in all inftances wherein the conftitu- 
ents have not fully inftruded the deputy, his vote is null, and the fentimcius of the 
majority prevail. • 

From this abfurd method of giving previous inftiudious, and the attempts of the. 
deputies to elude them, many inftances occur in the hillory of Courland, in which the 
minority have prevailed over the majority : this cuftom has alfo given rife to fcveral 
attempts fucceisfully made for a fingls deputy to aflume the right of the liberum 
veto '* as in Poland, though under another name, and to diflblve the diet from his Ible 
oppofiiion. 

At the diffolution of the diet, the deputies are bound to acquaint their conftituents in 
perfon with the tranfadions; a circumllance whldi gives rife to fadions, and has ijpt 
unfrequently occafioned dvil commotions. ' 

Many of^ the privileges enjoyed by the nob^s are enormous, and inconfiftent with 
every principle of found policy. A noble cannot be arrefted by order of the Duke, 
for the moft flagrant ad, except within twenty-four hours after the commiffidn of the 
crime} if he efcapes during that time, he cannot be arrefted without an orde| from the 

* See Book i. chap. 5. 
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Kin<T; and J'cpublic 'of Poland; he cannot be iniprifoncd till found guilty, or executed^ 
but by pcrir.iinon of the King and republic. 

^ Thu highell and moft important oiPccrs of Hate niuR bo drawn front their body. 
Nobles are exempted from tlio payment tif all taxes and impolist being only bound* 
accordin;; 10 ihelr fcodal tcpure,’to fnriiifli in time of Wvir flic'r quota of cavalry, 'i heir 
power over ihiir pcalants is, if pofliblu, more unboumlcd than that of the P'diflt gentry. 
In judging dclinquctuius and eiiiaesi a noble can foim a fummary court 'of jullice, 
compokd of hinilcl/, three or fcnir Iriends, and an atiorncy, ai d, after a mock trial, 
may ordi r corpore. 1 puniihmcnt, or may infli('"l immediate execulrjii. 

1 he Duke io affillcd in the adminifirati* n ol aCaiis ly a privy council, called the Su. 
preine (’.ouneil, compofed ol four high (ouafclluis, ai\d two civilians or dotlors, cdl 
appointed by the Duke, but holding tlieir places for lilo, unit's proved guilty of mal- 
vi.r(ation, and remoted by the King of Poland. 'I'lie lour high tounl.*llor.> are, the* 
high fleward, the chant* llor, the (jurgrave, and the marlhal. d’he province of this 
countil is to advife the Duke in all concerns of ftate, to preferve the rights and prhi- 
leges ol the lubjetl, and to rtm* nftrateap 'inrt gricvaiites. 

Ihc four high couiifillors loiin alio, in conjunclion with the Duke, the criminal 
couit of judicature for the noLl s to whith an appetd lies from the inferior courts of 
'iilhic; and which judges ail criii’es excepiin*; prt mcditaied murder, wilful burning of 
luu.les, robbery, rapes, or open violence, whith'lj* ing capitd, arc loferred to the King 
qi Poland. The fame lour high counftllors ait invelled with the regency, during the 
minority, abfence, Ojf fickuels of the Duko, or mi a vacancy ol the ducal throne. Tn 
thefe cafes, the two civilians, who are confidi n-tl as the Dukt’s CsiunK Ikms, arc excluded, 
to tbc great detriment of the country, as ihty aic ul'uaily the moil tnlightened couiifel- 
lojs, and not being nobles, are more inclimd to encourage manulailurcs ^nd com- 
ii'crcc, and arc pai ticubrly attentive, that the puvileg(s of the lower orders fiiould be 
prclerved. 

I'hc enormous privileges of the nobles have been the occafion of exciting the civil 
conuutjlions which have overwhelmed Courland fur this iail century. Its internal b.jr. 
tory is a continued feries of diipuics between the Duke and the nobles; the boath'd 
fretdom of the counter is a ipirii of faction under the name of liberty, which, as in Po¬ 
land, means an ariftocratical liceiitiouincis, cpprifling others, but free itlblf to commit 
all kinds of enoruiities, ’ 

In all countries, where the fpiril of feudal dcl’potifm (the worft fpecics of tyranny) 
*prevails, thc«peaiants are opprefltd, and agriculture is In a declining ftatc; the intrchants 
are defpifed, and commerce languifhcs; unn of Icaining aie neglctfed, and letters un¬ 
cultivated ; the nobles and gentry alone enjoy the ri/'ht of being landholders, and centre 
in themfelves the whole powv.r of goverumcr,'. i)aily, however, this odious flavery 
loics ground; the age becomes more enlightened; the citixen, the merchant, the ma- 
nufafturer, and the pealaxt, gain cflcem and confequcncej and the time perhaps is not 
diftant when they will be permitted to enjoy the common riglds of mankind. 

.Should the Duke die without iffue, the tight of appointlbg a fucceflor is vcflcd in the 
diet of Courland, with the approbatipn^f the King and tlk'jcpublic of Poland. But 
as Courland is too fmall a flate to ad endependently of the great neighbouring'king¬ 
doms, the nomination of the new Duk^ depend on the will of that p'Swer which 
has mod preponderance in the north, add confequcntly niofl influence in Poland. * 

When Poland was the great preponderating power, Courland was fuljfervient to that 
republic; when Sweden, under Guftavus Adolphus, and his immediate fuccellbrs,- 
rofe fuperior to Poland, it was overrun by the S'wedes, and Us foveteign led into c.'ip-' 

* 8 tivity, 



IM RCSSlAi ■ 7.23 

tivj'ty fortiine of "tjie fioufe of Vafa dditfined, and Ruffia' gained the af- 

cehdahcyj' J^ecame^^th^ ;, the Dukes were eletfeU aucl 

depofed by; the influence of the cpirf of Peter{Kurgh,^ahd its dependence oh Pifland was 
.a mere formality. Biit as Riiflia has lately Ipft her influence in Poland, the Dufce^of 
Gourlflhd lias emancipated himfelf from his Abfplute depefirienoeon'jlm court of, Peterf- 
burgh^ Whether thiseihancipatioh is tetnpcu’afy hr permanent mull depend on the fate 
of the prefenr \yar, and the iffuh of the pending ncgotiationi^t. 

The prevaulirig religion i§ the Lutheran', but all other perfuafioiis are tolerated ; and 
the Roman cathoiks'are capable hf hold! military and civil offices, that of chan¬ 
cellor and a few-others excepted. , 

The. language is a dialeftof the lavonlan or Lettiflj, the fame which is fpoken^ with a 
little variaiion, by the Livonians and Efthpnians, and is probably deriVed from'the Fin- 
nilh. The nobles and gentry, being defeended from German fettlers, fpeak German, 
and that tongue is'always hfed in the debates of the diet. 

From Mittau we traverfed the duchy of Gourlhnd, a country fweUing into gentle hills, 
and fertile in corn, hemp, and flax. . The inhabitants export thdfe coinmodiiies from the 
port of Libau on the Baltic, the ordy commercial town of Courland, and import in 
return coffee, i^ 3 ,‘wines, cloth, fait, and other foreign merchandize,'which (apply the 
interior confumption. • The country is, mo ft ly open } but in fome parts'cldthed with 
forofts of pine and fir, dotted with occafional groves of fine oak^ and fpriakled with' 
much under-wood. I'he villages are neat,^ the i'eattered cottages and gentlemen’s feats 
prettily fiiuatcd amid clomps of trees, and the inns provided with beds, a great luxurj' 
to travellers juft come from Ruflia. The roads are extremely iadilFerent, and in'tbis 
ftafon of the year fcarcely pafl'able. 

Chap. Xhir—p/ Catharine.—-Her Origin and early Adventures.^Married to a Steedijh 
Dragoon.-—Captured hy the RvJJidhsi^ Becomes the Mijirefs, Conforti and SucceJJ'or of 
Petef the Greet.—Htfiory of her Elevation to the Throne.—Death and Cbara^et. 

MANY authors have expreffed great furprize at thp contradiftory r^orts relative to 
the*origin of Catharine I. But to expeft that the hiftory of a perfon of low extraftion, 
who gradually rofe to thg mpft exalted ftation^lhould contain nb duceitairi and dlTcor- 
dant accounts, is to expeft impoffibifities. All that reinains, tiierefore, is,*without pre- 

* James Duke of Courland, taken prifoner iti 1458, by Charles X.’King of Sweden.* 
f Courland is now a province pf tUo Ruffian empire. Soon after the conqoeft and final divifion of Po¬ 
land, PeWn Duke of Courland, repaired to Peterfturgh,} he had an audicrce of Catharine the Second, on 
the 12th of March 1795, aixf was received with the higbeft hOrimirs. About the fame time, the diet of 
Courland anehtbled,; and after fome trifling oppolition, but much violent altercatidn, declared the two ; 
duclitoa of Coiirlsmd and Siemigallia feparated ..froni their feudal dependance; On .Poland, and fubniitted 
tbcmfolves to the dprninion of Ruffia. . (Marsh 18, 1795.) ' 

On the aSthi the Duke luned an ad ot renunciation, qnd Courland was ereded into a government, dt- 
‘vided into nine circles, under a R uffian governor, refident >t Mittau. The falariesrwere continued tp the 
offietlft of (late, and perfons holding places under the formeWovernment; and the Duke hinifelf wai amply 
gtatified for the refignatioi) of his dignity. He had teen ^ng at variance witlf his fubjeds, and fearedy; 
ever TeCded at Mititau; he had alfo fprefeen the lofa of hiavlortiintons. and bad fccured large futns of money’, 
with which he purohafed the.duchy of Sagau, and the counties of Wartenberg, BeJin, and Gofehutz, to 
Siiefi% and eilaiesin JJrpndri^nrg^ He ftillretain.s thctuleof Duke ofCPurland arid Semigalha.^ ^ 
was born in 1724, arid lt||s by W wiFer Anne Charlotte Dorotliea, datightbr of John Frcdprfdl^CSount of 
Medemj fcveral daughters, Hia brother Prince Charles Avas born in 1728, and bW by the' ftiittcefa Appol-O 
Ionia Ppninlka fcveral fons. 

42:4: judice 



724 COaCE^iS TRAVEtS IN RUSSIA.’ 

judice or partiality, to compare the various hiftories of Catharine 1 . and to coUe£l from 
the whole the moft probable narrative. 

. Catharine was the natural daughter*' of a country girl, and was bom at Ringen, a 
fmall village upon the lake Virtcherve, near Dorpt, in Livonia. The year of her birth 

is 

* I (hall make a few rPinarks|fonce-rning the aiitliors from whom I have principally cxtra£ted this ac¬ 
count of Cathariiir; 1 , 'I’he firfl. and moft authentic is Weber. 

Weber was the Hanoverian reficlcnt at Pcteribiirgh during- part of the reign Peter I. and took extra- 
onliijary pains to obtain the bell informao'on reUitive to tlie origin of Catharine. He learned the Ruflian 
language of Wiirml), who was tutor to Gluck’s children when Catharine was ir. that minifter’s houfe at 
Marienburgh : fi-om him, therefore, he was able to obtain the moft authentic intelligence. Weber may 
have bee'll iniftaken in a few trifting incidents, but liis narrative upon the whole is to be depended upon, bee 
V’crnndertcs Uufslaud, vol. iii. p. 7 —10. 

l.a Moiraye, in his Travels, has given a (hort account of her family, &c Among other intelligence, 
lie ciilleoted much information from a Livonian'girl, w!io had been fold by the Rufiians to the Turks, and 
vhom he bought of the Jauiriaries : this girl kiitw Cathaiine at Mari-enbiirg, and told him fevcral particu- 
iars lelatiiig to her, which were afterwards confirmed to him in Livonia. Tlie account oi La Motraye 
correlponds with that of Weber in the pi incipal events, differing only in a. few irifbng p')inl.s. 

Rrucc has alfo given an account of her origin, which he reliites as he heard it told by thofe w’ho knew 
her from her infancy. Plis narr.ativc corrtfpon.'ls, upon .he whole, with that of Weber in all eftcnlial 
circumftaiiccs. « 

Thefc'three perfons are the principal authors who were fa Rufiia towards the beginning of this century, 
and collefled information on the fpot ; wc may therefore rely on them with more fafety than upon bier 
writers j and they all agree iu confirming the lowncls of her birth, and her marriage witli the Swedifti 
dragoon. 

Voltaire, in his life of Peter 1 . has /lightly p.aired over the early adventures of Catharine ; he mentions 
AOthiiig of her birth, her marriage with the .Swedifti foldier ; as circiimllances derogatory from the honour 
of the Emprefs Elizabeth, by vvliofe defire he wrote the life of Peter the Great. But willing to ennoble 
the family of Catharine I. he records a ttranjre ftory, which has all the air of romance, concerning a brother 
of Catharine, named S'eavroniki -who was found to be the foil of a gentleman of Lithuania. Voltaire cites 
for his authority “ Ic manuferit ciirleux d’un homme qui etait alors au fervicc du czar, & qui parle comrae 
temoin but without meiitlotiing his name. 

from Voltaire many fucceeding authors have advanced that Catharine was of the family of Scavronlki ; 
and it is certain that the Emprefs Elizabeth acknowledged that family as her relations, and conferred 
honours upon Its members. 

This anecdote concerning Scavronflei i.s pofitivi?ly contradi£led by a pafthgc in Baflevltz, who afiiftcd 
Mentchikof In railing Catharine to the throne, and who mull have known if any brother of Catliariue had 
been at Peter/burgh dutiiig the life of Pt-Ur. I-J.e ali'crts, that Catharine did not produce any of her rela- 
tinns during Peter's life; that after his death a perfou made his appearance at Petcrlburgh as her brother, 
*under the name Sf Count Hendrikof; that he lived in obfeurity during the reigns of Peter II. and Anne,, 
and that Elizabeth made his fon a chamberlain. Bufehing, ix. p. 295. 

Weber alfo upon this head relates, “that a near relation of Catharine came to Petcrlburgh with his fa¬ 
mily, confiding of three fons and two daughters. He was called Count Ikavoroullci (certainly the fame as 
Scavronlki) ; the cldeft daughtci, Sophia, was appointed by the Emprefs maid of honour ; the other chil¬ 
dren were educated by tlttir father. The arrival of tiiefisjlraugeri gave rife to many reports concerning the 
origin of Catharine ; that her father, wlmfe name was faid to be John Rabe, was a quarter*raaftcr in a 
Swedifti regiment j and that her mother was the daughter of a town-fccrctavy of Riga. The widow, after 
her hulhand’s death, went to her relations at B'ga; but foon dying, Gluck took the foundling iiilo his 
family. Thefe reports, which began to circuhle, uccufioned a public decree, forbidding all perfons,'upon 
pain of death, from uttering difrcrpe£lfulexprelIions againft the late Emperor, or the reigning Emprefs and 
Wr family." Ver. RulT. vol. iii. p, 76. # . » 

We may indeed take it fqr granted, that if C|pharine’.s family had been nSbly defeended, the fccret would 
have been difeovered during the life of Peter, and have been favourably received by that Emperor, who was 
. prevented, from the ob/curily of her hv ih, from carrying her with him to Paris, not being w'illing to expofe 
ibrr to iiifult: ‘ 11 ne voiiioit pas I’expofcr, uit on, ati.v rebuts qu’il craignait pour clle vti tobfcurlU defa 
oe'^'uuee, de la dclicateli’e rringaife.” BaiTevhz In Biif. Mag. ix. p. 316. 

Alt Atiftrian envoy, who was at Petcrlburgh in 17*5, and wrote au account to-his coiHt of her acceffion 
to the throne, fays, “ that file was a natural daughter of a Livpnian nobleman, vi^idfe name was Alvendhel; 
that helRaoUicr afterwards married a rich j,icafaut, by whom Uiehad a fon and.’eMaughtcr j that the former 
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fe uncertain; but according to her Own account *, fhe came into the worid on the 5th 
of April, 1689, Her'original name was Martha, which flie changed for Catharine 
when, (he embraced the Greek fellgon. Count Rofen, a lieutcnant-colonel in the 
Swedilh fervice, who owned'the yillage of Ringen, fupportedj according to the cuftona 
of the country* both the mother and child, and was, for that rcafoh fyppofed to be her 
' father. She loft her mother when (he was three years old, and Count Rofen dying 
about the fame time, was left in fo deftitute a fituation, that the clerk of the village re¬ 
ceived her into his houfe. Soon afterwards Gluck, Lutheran minifter of Marienburgh, 
took her under his proteSion, brought her up in his family, and'crnployed her in at¬ 
tending his children. In 1701 1 (he efpoufed a dragoon of the Swedifh garrifon ’rf 
Marienburgh j;. Many different accounts arc given of this tranfaifion; one author § of 
great credit affirms that the bride and bridegroom remained together eight days after 
their marriage'; another ||, of no iefs authority, afferls, that on the morning of the 
nuptials her hulband was lent with a detachment for Riga, and the marriage was never 
coafuinrnated. This much is certain, that the dragoon was abftut when Marienburgh 
liirrendered to the Ruffians, and Catharine, referved for a higher fortune, never faw 
him more. - 

General Bauer, on th* capture of Marienburgh, faw Catharine among the prifonersj 
and, ftnitten with her beauty, took her to his houfe, where (he fuperintended his do- 


ivaB put to death by Peter, for openly declaring himftlf to be the brother of Catharine ; and that the filler 
received for fome time a peiifion- of 300 rouUes from the Emprefs, but war. aftcrwaida coiifiuctl in a houfe 
of coiredtion during the reign oi Peter I. by Catharine’s defire.” He addr, “ Caiiiarine was brought up 
in Gluck’s houfe; fhe became the miftrefs of Tiefenhoiifcn, a captain of Swedifii horfc, by whom fhe had a 
fon ; he afterwards gave hei in marriage to a dragoon of his troop, with whom five lived tliree years, imtil 
(lie was taken prifonfr at Narva by the RulBans, ’ But this minifter, who is well informed In what relates 
to the latter part of Catharine’s life, and the means by which llie afceiided the throne, feems to have detailed*' 
many idle reports ahopt her family and early hillory. Bufeh Hift. Mag. xi. p. 4S. 

Before I elofe this note I muff mention the opinion of Bufehing, who, during bis rcfidence at Peterf- 
burgh, colledled iniieh authentic itu'ormation in rcfjicft to the various parts of the, Rulfiau hiftory : amoiiglt 
other articles, he has given anecdotes of Catharine 1 . which lie bpens by faying, “ All.the accounts which 
writers have hitherto given, or rather. conjeAured, of the birth and family of Catharine I. arc falfe.” 
Ibid. iii. p. 190. He fays her family was from Lithiianlaj and her father’s name Samuel; her brother 
was Count Cliarlcs Scavronfici j her lifter Chrillina man ted Count Simon Hendrikof, and the other, wlipfe 
name was Aiiiie, Michaei Yefimofiii. He confirms Iier marriage with the Swedilh'drogoon, but places the 
fccnc at Fraulladl in PoUnid, and not at Mariei.birrgh. He informs us, that he obtained t^is information 
from an-old lady wliofe name he coi ceala, why died lately at Peterfbiirgh, and knew Catharine from her 
firll appearance in RiiOia, and was greatly In her f|vour. He adds alfp an accoiinl( of an officer who brought 
Catltariiie’s filler Anne from Lithuania to Peteifburgh. With great deference, however, to fo refpeAable 
an authority, we cannot, merely upon,this hcarfay evidence, fetaiide the teftimotiics of Weber, La Motraye, 
and Brucethis flory feems, in effeA, the fame flying report as that in Voltaire; and the lady iSdio gave 
the inielligence to dufthiog, Blight be willing to rafify tll^ current report in Elizabeth’s time, iti hondur of 
her friend and pattonefs Catharine. It.appears* however, as well from this intelligence aS from the infor¬ 
mation of Weber and Bafl'evita, that foinc real or pretended relations of Cat hat me made their appearance at 
Peterfbuigh during her "reign j that they wtre acknowledged aiid promoted by her, awl afterwards by 
Elizabeth, not unwitlingi perhaps, to believe, without inquiry, her mother’s family to be nobly defeendedv 
behmidt, in his Matetialen, &c. has collcAcd in one pbii^t.tif view great part of i,hc intelligence whiejv 
relates to Catharine and to him I«am grca|l5 obliged for abi dgiiig the trouble neceffary iu fucha compli-- 
cated inquiry. • .v. 

• Baffivtiz in Bufehing, ix. p. 575. Some fay ffie tvas horn fo early as 1583, Bufehing, ix.p 481. ’ 

-j- Weber fays in her sightirenlh year j but jf, according to her own accoimt, (he was Born in 1685; (he 
was only thirteen, V;' 

t Wuimb affined Weber, that diiritig Iier rtfidenc.c at Man’cnburgli fhe was a pattern of and good 
beliaviour; which cyntradlAs the report,; that flte had been a common woman in Livonia. \ * 

,« Weber. . ., , , y Bmce, p, 74., , ' ' T 

; medic 
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iiienic Effaira, and was fuppofed to be: his miftrefs,,: Soon afte»*wrai*ds flie was removed, 
into the family 6fPripce Menifhilsof, who was no lefs flruck thei fdh*a£^ohs of 
fair captivii: with him flie lived uaii}'1704, vyhehi iii the feveate^th year of her age, . 
(he b^cante the mifirefs of Peter the Great, and \von fp muchJupon hii afleQ;idfts, that 
he cfpoofed * her oif the*2pth of May, 1711. The cereniony'was fecretly performed 
at Jawcrof in Poland, in the preCcncc of General Brtice, and on the:,2oth of Pebruary, 
17 isj^as publicly folerrinized at Peterrourgh, 

Catharine, by the irioft unwearied affiduuy and unretpittcd attention, by thp foftnefs 
and complacency of her dlfpofitipn, but above all by an oxtraorchnary iiveh^^ tem¬ 
ped-, acquii*ed a wonderful afcondency over the mind of Peter. The Emperor was fub- 
Ject to occitfidnal horrors, which fendn‘'6d.hin>.gloo^m^ fufpicious, .and produced a 
temporary madnefs.' In th'efe dreadful, moments Catharine was the only perfon who 
ventured to approach him; fuch was tne kind of fafeinatipn f fhe had acqiih'ed over his 
fenfes, that her prefence had, an inflantancous cftejSi j; the ftrft found of her voice cora- 
pofed his-mind i’nd pilmed his agonies# From thefe circumflauccs (he feemed neceflary, 
not only to his comfort, but .even ;to his exift?nce ; Ae became his infeparable com- 
paoion during his jourmes into foreign countries, and acepmpanied him even in his mili¬ 
tary'expeditions. ■ 


The peaee of Pruth, by which the Ruffian army was refeued from certain dellruc- 
tion, has been wholly attributed to Catharine,‘though .Iho was only the inftrumentin 
extorting the confeni; of Peter. In the campaign of 1711 againft the Turks, having 
imprudently’led hisrtroops into a difadvantageous fituation, he, formed the defperate 
rcfolutipn of cutting his way through the .Turkifli army in the night, and retiring to his 
tent in an agony of defpair, gave pofitive orders that.no one ffiould be admitted, under 
pain of death.; In this important junfture, the principal officers and the vice-chancellor 
Shaffirof|, aflembled in the prefence of^Catharine, and drew up certain preliminaries 
to obtain a truce from the Grand Vizier. Plenipotentiaries were immediately difpatched 
without the knowledge of Peter, to the Grand Vizier, and a peace obtained on more 
rcafonable conditions than could have besti expcfled. ’ With thefe conditions Catha- 
'rine, notwithftaryling.hhe orders,iflued by Peter, eihered i the tent,' and obtained his 
fignatufet; By her condufl Catliarii.ie. acquired great popularity, and. the Emperor 
fpecifies her behaviour at Pruth, as one of the reafons which induced him to crown her 
publicly at MofcoW with his own hand. This ceremony:§ was pOtiormed in 1724; 
and though jjjefigned by Peter only as a proof of his affedion, was die caufebf her 
'luhfoquent elevauon.. 

Som*e authors have affirmed, • without the fmaileft foundationj that Peter placed the 
crown upon her head as a prelude to his, future intention Ip her 

pointed her his fucceffory but no traces of 


* Gordon fays (he liad fcveral chiidren by the Czar befike he erjapdfed psirthulariy the Priiicefi 
Anne. The Cm, M was mapied to her irt 171O, Ltf« ori^cter, vbl, (i; p: V58, Web^r only 
relatts, that .ihc ttjftrnage, which was belFore kept.fccret. tvaii irnsde priblid in 1711;* \ Voltaire pfaCW the 
fecret marriage in; 17071: = A palTapc’in Bruce’s Memuii-s is decifive s '? (jn.'ithei'isth f JSay, ' 17 
.#rri»ed at Warfaw, ai>rf?t Jaweraf’-pn ^ aptly, where we fpund the Cjar and Czarina, and they were 
privately married,; nt nnd yippn this oecrt was inade mafteoi 

gencralof the btdnanceV in tbe rdom dfltlelftB,'who did a ptifdHer-ih'^S^^^^^ PrVdr r' 

f “ ElVt: avait on afeehd^Pt fdr tenatt ptVfque •dn prod'ge;’^ f Baffeyitr ind 3 ^hi &* 

;p- 294 ’" .. ... 

J Motraye”’s Tjravds,:* vdl; phvh'i 

^ W*<l«fwl}fnhd acir^nroftantialaccpnhi ot the corpnaMon, with all ihl-ctrifflsdhita and' 
ncnti^^IjgKiBruceriilitifi,was tiimielf prefent. Bruce’f Memokilj^ p. j51 to 363. 



co,:K-fe'sri''RAVjt,i;^N'' Russia. 


727. 

indeed affoHs art the cpntraryj tlian the,nianifc-fto of Catb'a^ 

fioh, ferts^h^^ ai Mofcow, and dii the refo- 

luiions (|f‘thefeha^ of the genpya^ls H-r influence contiflued 

nndmiiiiiihed until a'fco^^ before the death of Peite .when fpine circumftarices oc*' 

cafiohed a ;hnfuhderftahihrig,:yrhieh^^^m^ total rupture, if his death hjfti 

not intervened. The original: capfe of this mird'nderrtanding’arofe fro^n^^ the difcovefy 
of a fecrct cpnneSHon betweeh ^ arid Moris,' her firfl chamberlain. 7 'he Em¬ 
peror, furpicious of d^B -corine 4 librii: 4d!ttcdPettTfburgh, uridci'pretence of removing to 
a villa fo.r a few days | but privately returned to his vyiriter palace in the capitai. Eroin 
■whence he occartririritly ferit a corifideritia! page with a epmpH^^^^ nreflage to the 
Emprefs, as if he was itt. the country, with, fecret ordei's to obferve her motions. Fmin 
his. information, the Empet'or, bn the third night, furpri|ed Catharine it> an arbour pfl 
the gardenWith her favourite Mens; while his filler, Madame Balke, who was firfl; 
lady of the bed-chamber, was in conipsny with a page, upon the watch without, the 
arbour.,, . ' y f:' '--v; 'T'V' V-■ ■ ■ ' ' 

Peterf ilruck Catharine with his cane, as well as the page who epde'ayoqred to pre¬ 
vent him frorii entering the Arbour, and then feth^ed without uttering a fingle word. 
Mors and bis filler were taken into cultody, and ia report was circulated, that they were 
imprifoned for receiving bribes, and niaijmg their influence over the Emprefs fubfervi- 
c.nt to their own mercenary views. Mons was cavried to the.winter palace, where no 
one had admiflion to him but Peter, -who hinifelf brought biS provifions;; being exa-. 
mined in the prefence of Major General Ufehakof, and threatened with the torture^ he 
confelfod the corruption laid to his charge, and w«s beheaded His lifter received five 


ftrolus of iliekrtoot, and w'as baniftied into Siberia ; two of heir lon.s, who werei,cham¬ 
berlains, were alfo degraded, and Tent as common foldiers among the Rulfiari troops in 
Perfia. On the day iiibfequent to the execution of the feuterice, P*er conveyed Cath^' 
rinc in an open carriage under the g^llpws, to which was nailed the head of Mons; the 
Empreis, wuhout changing cphnir at this dre-adful objecl, exclaimed, “ What at pity it 
is, that there is fo much Cpr&ptibn among coultiei'S . 

As this event was fojlpwed by Peter’s dt'rith, and as Catharine recalled 'Madarrie Balke, 
file was fi'fpefl'ed of Shortening the days of her huftiand by pbifoh. 'Bat nbtw:ithftand- 
ing thecritical fituatum of Ca'.h'arirtc at, the thno of his, deccvile, and her fubtequent ele¬ 
vation, this charge is deftitute of proof i for the nature of the difordtx with which Peter 
had been long aHlifted; arid the peculiar Tymptoms ^ of his iaft iihrefs, fufficierttly. accbtmt; 
for his death, without reeprrm^^^ " , 

" ’'.Peter,- 


See Durooivt, Corps Dipkmvvol; «)!(,?:part 3, p. ^04. 



,by Peter, vvrbpfe ua^e was pirteveitjcb 'mMffch H’lk* ' Ballevicz iiiijiifelf mentions lieariee- 

dote of his driving her under tj^ gflllowif* ' lyfiibh- leea^ w Imply, tltat Petjer certainly tlUioght Cathiiripb 
guilty of ■'ao,;ititrig«e'''with Monf,-';.- ; 

1 |i.ifrevita.iu BuTch. Hift., iie. p. 37i.: 

;■ I 

Vhicb on accoiiftt. 

'of tbxmock-pat. ,.v. , . --...—.rr.iT- 

degree jta td become inciri'aol^;t; ,od| 4l;;riieie;*ppear«d no eiiitetnai tymptoins, .the phyfician fitm^eitisd jne 
dilwettb be tliB 'fldfte, riruyat %i)gtb; ^rad^^ 

; facb aito.forin whicji. ip bis left ‘Jluff*/ brought oh 

.'■■'•It'St^ka'i^TOi'.bf tbismBruceVMcmo 

ihoBT 
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Peter havbg, in 17 2 4, decreed that the reigning fovereign ihoiild have the power of 
appointing his fucceflbr, ought, in common prudence, to have provided one in cafe of 
his fudden death j but he was feizetf with his laft illnefs .before he had performed that 
Vieceffary duty. His diforder was a ftrangury, which was not at firft attended with 
alarming fyraptckms; but fuddenly increafed to a violent degree, and occafioned fuch 
excruciating tortures, as totally deprived him of his fenfes. In a lucid interval he de¬ 
manded pen and paper, and endeavoured to write, hut could only trace charaders that 
were not legible. He then called for hia daughter Anne j but,before her arrival his 
fpecch and underflanding failed, and he remained in this itate hx-and-thirty hours until 
he expired 

It is evident from this account, drawn from unqueftionable authorities, that he did 
not appoint his heir; and though fome perfons concluded, that he purpofed entailing 
the crown upon his grandfon Peter, yet he probably deftiried his elded daughter Anne 
to be his fucceflbr; but was prevented, by the fuddennefs of his dc?ath, from carrying his 
defign into execution. 

While Peter was yet lying in the agonies of death, feveral oppofitc parties were ca¬ 
balling to difpofe of the crown. At a confiderable meeting of many among the princi¬ 
pal nobility, it was fecretly determined to arreft Catharine, at the mohient of his diffo- 
lution, and place Peter Alexievitch upon the throne f. Baffevitz, apprized of this refo- 
lution, repaired in perfon to the Emprefs, although it was already night. “My grief 
and confternation,”/replied Catharine, “ render me incapable of acting for myl’elf; do 
you and Prince Mentchikof confult together, and I will embrace •the meafurcs which 
you fliall approve in my name.” Baffevitz, finding Mentchikof allecp, awakened and 
informed him of the prefling danger which threatened the Emprefs and her party. As 
no time remained for deliberation, the Prince infiantly feized the treafure, Iccuied the 
fortrefs, gained the'bfnccrs of the guards by bribes and proniifes, alfo a few of the no¬ 
bility, and the principal clergy. Thefe partizans being convened in the palace, Catha¬ 
rine made her appearance; fheclaimed the throne in right of her coronation at Mofeow; 
expofed the ill effeds of a minority, and promifeu, that “flic would receive the crown 
only as a facred depofit, to be reitored to the Great-Duke, when fhe would be united, 
in another world, to an adored hufband, whom flic was now upon.the point of iofing.” 

I’he pathetic manner with which flie uttered this addrefs, and ilu; tears whiclnaccorn- 
panied it, added to the previous diftribution of large fums of money and jewels, pro¬ 
duced the dl’fired effed; and thc,remaindcr of the night was employed in making the 
UecefEtry preparations to enfure her acceflion. 

The death of I'etcr, in the morning of the 28th of January^,^bemg divulged, the fe- 
nafe, the generals, the principal nobility and clergy, hallened^'tb the palace to proclaim 
the new fovereign. The adherents of the Great-Duke feeuied fecure of fuccefs, and 
the friends of Catharine were avoided as perfons doomed to deflrudiou. At this junc- 


foon ended in bis death, Ujjon.his deaih-bed Jie grievoufly repented of liis fins, confefied that lie had filed 
much innocent blood,* ejtpreffed the grcalett coftccrn for his behayiour.t(tl,tifi unfortunate foti } adding, how¬ 
ever, that bt VopedGod woui<| forgive his in cphilderation of the good he had conferred on his coun¬ 
try.” Btifeh. Hitt. Mag. xi. p 496. Goroen fays, '• ht dSugiit cold, which, with a violent ttfaflgurjr 
and retenitioii of urine, occafioned by an irhpofthutne fekdder. put an end to his life oir the aSth of 

, * Baffevitz in Uufching, ix. p. 37?. alfo Weber ydr, Ruff.;vol. ii. p. .195. t 

^ Tant qu'onlui favoii un foufiede vie, perfonne n'ofoitl'enlreprcndrc. TcUe ctolt la force du refpeft 
et dc la terreur, quUmprima ce heros. Baffevitz, ^, 374, 

' ■ ■ ■ .4 , ...y ture 
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tare Baffeyitz 'wiiifpered one of the pppofite party, ** The Emprefs is rtiiftiefs of the 
treafure and fortreis; Ihelias gained over the guards and the fynod, and many of the 
chief nobility j even here (he has more followers than you imagine; advife therefore, 
yoar friends to make no oppoHtion as th6y value their heads.” I’his information beidg 
rapidly circulated, Baflevitz gave the fignal, and two regiments of guards, who had been 
gained by a largefs • to declare for Catharine, and already furrounded the palace, beat 
to arms. “ Who has dared,” exclaimed Prince Repnin, the commander in chief, “to 
draw out the troops without my knowledge!”—“I,” returned General’Butterlin, 
“ without pretending tb difpute your authority, in obedience to the commands of my 
moft gracious millrersi” This ibort reply was followed by a dead filence. , . 

In this moment of fufpenfe and anxiety, Mentchikof entered, preceding Catharine, 
fupported by the Duke of Holftein. She attempted to fpeak, but was prevented, by 
fighs and tears, from giving utterance to her words; at length, recovering herfelf, “I 
come,” fliefaid, “ notwithftanding the grief which now overwhelrasyme, to affure you,' 
that, fubmiflive to the will of my departed hufband, whole memory will be ever dear to 
me, I am ready to devote my days to the painful occupations of government, until Pro. 
vidence lhall fummon me to follow him.” Then, after a fhort paufe, ihe artfully added, 
“ If the Great-Duke will profit by my inftrudions 5 perhaps I lhall have the confolation, 
during my wretched widowhood, of fprrrimg for you an Emperor worthy of the blood 
and name of him whom you have now irretrievably loft.” “ As this crifis,” replied 
Mentchikof, “is a moment of fuch importance to the good of the empire, and requires 
the moll mature deliberation, your Majefty will permit us to confer without reftraint, 
that this whole affair may be*tranfa<fted without reproach, not only in the opinion of the 
prefent age, but alfo of pofterity.”—“ Ading as I do,” anfwered Catharine, **more 
for the public good than for my own advantage, I am not afraid to fubinit all my con¬ 
cerns to the judgment of this enlightened affembly ; you have not only my permiflion to 
confer with freedom ; but I lay my commands upon you all, to deliberate maturely on 
this important fubjed, and promife to adopt the refult of your decifions.” At the 
conclufion of thefe words, the affembly retired into another apartment, and the doors 
were locked. . < 

It was previoufly fettled by Mentchikof and his party, to declare Catharine Emprefs, 
and the guards, who furroupded the palace with drums beating and colours flying, ef- 
fedually vanquilhed all oppofition. The only circumftance, therefore, which remained, 
was to give a juft colour to her tStlCj by perfuading the affembly that Petrt* intended to 
name her his fucceffor. For this purpofe Mentchikof demanded of the Emperoris fe- 
cretary, whether his late matter had left any written declaration of his intentions ? The 
fecretary replied, “ A little before his laft journey to Mofedw he deftroyed a will, and 
he frequently expreffed his defign of making another, but was prevented by the reflexion, 
that if he thought- his people, whom he had raifed from a ftate of barbarifm to a high 
degree of power and glo^, could be ungrateful, he would not expofe his final inclina¬ 
tions to theinfult of a refulal; and if they recollefled what theyowed to his labours, 
they would regulate th^ir conduft by his intentions, which he had difclofed with more 
folemnity than could be manifefted by Sny writip^.” An altercation now began in the 
affembly, and iome of the nobles having the courage to oppofe the accelfion of Catha¬ 
rine, The6i)han€% Aruhbifhop of Plefcof, called to thejr recolle^on the oath which they 
had all taken in i y ass, to acknowledge the fucceffor appointed Petef, and add^, that 
the fentiments of that Emperor delivered by the fecretary were in effea an ap^intment 

* The Auftriain envoy fays, that the guards receive^ each 61 . ' 

...Vpirt VI. ■ ■ " ' " " : . ■ 5 A . _of 
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of Catharine. ' The oj^pofite party, however, denied thefe f^timents to be fo olear hs. 
t^e fecretary ehofe to iniinuate, and infilled, that as their late*hionarch had failed to no> 
ininate his heir, the eleftion of the new foverci^n fhonld revert tb the ftate. Upon this 
the Archbifhop further teftificd, that the evening before the cordnation ojF the Emprefs 
at Mofcow, Peter had declared, in the houfe of^on Englifh merchant, he fhould place ^ 
the crown u|>on her head, with no otlicr view than to leave her miftrcfs of the Empire* 
after his dpccafe. This atteflation being confirmed by many pcrfons prefent, Memchh^ 
kof cried out, “ What need have wo of any teftament! A refufal to conform to the in¬ 
clination of our great fovcrcign, thus authenticated, would be both unjuft and criminal. 
Long live the Emprefs Catharine!” Thefe words being inftantly repeated by the greater 
part of thofe who were prefent; Mentchikof, faluting Catharine by the title of Emprefs, 
paid his firft obeifance by kiflSng her hand, and his example was followed by the whole 
affembly. She next prefented herfelf at the window to the guards, and to the people, 
who fhouted accla<lationsof “ Long live Catharine,’* while Mentchikof Icattercd among 
them handfuls of monc'y *. 1 'hus, fajs a contemporary, the Emprefs was railed to the 
throne by the guards, in the fame maimer as the Roman Emperors by the Praetorian 
cohorts, without either the appointment of the people or of the legions t. 

The reign of Catharine may be confidered as the reign of Mentchikof j the Emprefs 
having neither inclination nor abilities to dire£l ,ihe helm of government; and (lie placed 
the moft implicit*confidence in the original author of her good fortune, and the foie in- 
ftrument of her deviation to the throne. 

During her fhort reign her life was very irregular; fhe was extremely averfe to bufi- 
nefs, would frequently pafs whole nights in the open a^r, and was particularly intemperate 
in the ufe of tokay-wine, in which (he often indulged herfelf to excefs J. Thefe irre¬ 
gularities, joined to a cancer and a dropfy, haftened her end, and Ihe e«pirfed on the 17th 
of May 1727, a little more than two years after her acceffion to the throne, and in the 
39th year of her age. 

As the deaths of fovereigns in defpotic countries are feldom imputed to natural caufer, 

, that of Catharine wasalfo attributed to poifon ; as if the diforders which preyed upon 
her frame were not fufficient to bring her to the grave. Some affert, that fhe was poi- 
foned by a glafs of fpirituous liquor; others by a pear given to her by General Diever. 
Sufpicions alfo fell upon Prince Mentchikof, who, a fhort time before her doceafe, had 
a trifling mifunderftanding with her, and who was accufed of haftening her death, 

• 

♦This accbvnt of the ckftion of Catharine is chiefly estt rafted from EaflevitSs, who allifled Piince Mentrhi- 
kof in this revolution, and certainly mull dtf.rve credit a<i fir as he chafe to difeover the fecret cabals. Other 
authort iviate this event fomewhstdifftiently ; but this difference ispfdy reroncilcd, ;ind the main fafts 
eon'inac the fame. Bufehinir afleits, as be was infotmed by Count Munje, that Vfter was n^ fooncr dead, 
than the fenate and nobles allembled in the palace, unksown to Mentchikof, ^ho, being informed of their 
meeting, repaired to the palace, and was refufed admittance} upon which h« f«.nt foi Genet al Butteilin, 
with a company of guards, and burfting open the doir of the apartminf; declared Catharine Emprefs. 
Bofebing, vol, i. p. 1 $ s alfo Ebauche, Ac p, jo. The AiiRnan envoy fays', that General Butterlin 
threatened to maflacre the ienate if the members did not acknowledge Catharine. But we have ahead/ 
feen, fiom tlA authority of Baflevttr, that many of the nobles, A^]^aircd to the palace in oppofltion to 
Mentcliikof; ihtt Obncral Butterlin had high‘words witW Erigtiv llepKin and the rmpofitc party j that 
Mentchikora hrcRnC* utterly difconcerted llijjfn’} and it is protrable that both he and Butterlin might have 
threatened the nobles, which Btiih;vit« might not chufe to retiprd, as lie wie, willing to make tlje nomination 
of Catharine as Unanimous as poiBhlei although heJii)||^, '‘C'eftainfi que Catharine faifit k feeptre, 
qu’elle m^ritoit a ii jufle litre ” In a word, thefe tfajlp accounts'aVe ea'fiily reconcilable j they all prove 
one faft, that Meiitchikof, either by himfclf or hi, by bribes, phimiks, and thivatf/ifoiced the no¬ 

bility to proclaim Catharine. 

f Auilnaa envoy tu Bnfchfng xi p 50a. | But. MIR. Mag. iii. p. ipn. 

4 ‘ '**'«^*. 
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that he wight KigO with ftill more abfolote power during the rainori^,df Peter H. But 
thefa reports deferfeno credit, and were merely derived.n’om the fpirit of party, or from 
popular rumour. • . 

Catharine was in her perfon under the middle fine, and in her youth delicate 
welWormed, but inclined to corpulency as file advanced in years. She had a fhir com¬ 
plexion, dark eyes, and light hair, which file was accuftomed to dye black •.*Sbc could 
neither read nor write 1 1 her daughter Elizabeth ufually figned her name, particularly to 
her lafl: will and tcfianient, and Count Ofierman generally put her fignaturc to the pub¬ 
lic decrees and difpaficW. Her abilities were greatly exaggerated oj* her panegyrifts. 
Gordon, who had frequently feen her, feems to have reprefented herchaiafier with the 
grcateil juftnofs, "when he fays, « She was a very pretiy wejUookt woman, of good 
fenfc, but not of that fublimity of wit, or rather that quicknefs of imagination, which 
lomc people have believed. The great rcafon W'hy the Tzar was fo fond of her, was 
her exceeding good temper} fee never was feen pecvifli or out of feumour} obliging 
and civil to all, and never forgetful of her former condition} witbd, mighty grate! ul." 
Catherine maintained the pomp of niajefiy united with an air of eafe and grandeur; and 
Peter frequently exprelTed his admiration at the proprittyVith which fee fupported her 
high fiation, without foigetting that file was not born to dignity , 

She bore her elevation meekly, and was never, as Gordon aflerts, forgetful of hCr 
former condition. When Wunnb §, who was tutor to Gluck’s children at the time that 
Catharine was a domeftic in the fame family, prefented himfelf before her after the 
public folemnization of hey marriage with Peter, fee faid, “ What, thou good man, art 
thou ftill alive! I will provide for thee;” and gave him a penfion. She was alfo no 
Icfs attentive to the family of her benefafilor Gluck, who died a prifoner at Mofeow: 
file penfioned his widow, made his fon a page, portioned the two cldeft daughters, ai)d 
appointed the youngeft a maid of honour. If vie may belicye Weber, file frequently 
inquired after her firft hulband, and, w'hen fee lived_ with Prince Mtntchikof, ufed fe» 
cretly to fend him fmall fumsof money, until, in 1705, he was killed in a fkirmife with 
the enemy. In a conference with General Schlippenba^jk, who had commanded the 
Swedife army, wh?n fee was taken captTve by the Ruffians, fee afked him, “ whether 
her Spoufe John was not a brave foldior ?” ’ Sthli^penback replying, Am not I one 
alfo?” her Majefty anfwered in the affirmanve} but repeating »he quoftion, he replied, 
« yes, pleafe your Majesty; and I may boaft to b,*ve had the honour of having him 
under my command jj.” But the moft noble part of her charader was Irer peculiar hu¬ 
manity and compaffion. Motraye has paid a handfoine tribi’te to this excellence. 
** She had in fome fort the government of all his (Peter’s) pafiions; and even faved the 


* '&v^h\i\tigtAj»t*‘Ihrfeh^oni(ihaar<mariiichtttatuerlich,JundimBefat)U,'*&c. Hift.voL iii. 
p. 190. ' “ tf*r blitk h»ir was not natural, but’colourad. On her firft life the coarfeutfa of her Iiaada 
proved that file had been ufed to hard labour, but they gradually grew whiter and whiter.” Thefe cir- 
cumftaniSes^we may readily believe, hecaofe the lady from whom Bufehing received the information cotild 
eafily know wbetlier Cathaiine’a hair was hiatk, or her hands coaife, although ibe might be deceived iu 
what relates to her fahuty. 

+ Bafievlts,Pk295. BofeWng,xl p.+8t. . . ^ 

i Son ifetijh l/wV avte hi tttdaM% (onformiment h [a wlonti du monargut, h fompe impirialt, qvi h gfnatf, tt 
tapattnavi amc un ah /wfrtnant at grandeur et d a^fanet, '* Le czar pe pouvait/e Ig^er dfadmirir Ut ^laftnt 
eu'elle peffedoit) 'Ji/on /in eieprt^ent d* ft eretr imP^rutrue, font oublier aidtut ne U adautt points Baflevitz in 
Bilf.p.ayS. n ' ‘ , '• 

§ Lift of mer, »ul iS. p. ztS. 

j| Btffcldbghad tne above Ineti^ote from a lady who 'was prefent at thb conference. Hi^. Mag. voi. iii. 


p. I(,0. 
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lives of a great many more perfons than Le Fort was able to do ; ihe infyired him with 
that humamty which, in the opinion of his fobjeds, mture feemed th have denied him* 
Jil word from her mouth, in favour of ar wretch j juft going to be facrificed to his anger, 
would di&rm him} but if he was fully refolved to wtisfy that paffion, he would give 
orders for the exception when £he was abfent, for fear ihe fhould plead for the viftim *.’* 
In a wordjito ufe the cxprelRon of the celebrated Munic, ** El/e ctoit propretnerit h me- 
diatrtceinthlenmiarqucetfesfujetsX” 

Chav. Xll.-'-Alexey PeirovHch.’^Principles on ’which Peter jujltfied hit (^cht/ion front 
the Throne.—Effiiils of his bad Edtication.—Dread of his Father.^ Efcape from Peterf- 
burgh.—His Trial and Condemnation,—Inquiry intO'-the Caufe of his Death.—Account 
of his Wife Charlotte Chrijiina Sophia of Brunf’wick.—Circuniftances of her death.— 
Falfe Rumours of her Efcape and Advent ures. 

f; , . - 

ALEX'EY, the foie fruit of the inaufpicious marriage between Peter the Great and 
Eudocia Lapukin, was born in 1650, and never was the birth of any Prince more un¬ 
fortunate to himfelf, to his parents, and to his country. 

I'he principles on which Peter attempted to juftify the exclufion of his fon from the 
throne, appear from a curious letter, W'ritten m 1715 by an Auftrian Ambaffador at 
Peterlburgh, to the prime minifter at Vienna; 

J, In my laft 1 informed your excellency that I had an opportunity of penetrating 
the fentiments of the Tzar, and L {ball now acquaint you with the particulars, which 
will lurprize you. Being at dinner laft Sunday at the vice-chancellor ShafFirof’s, in 
company with the Tzar, His Majeftydid me the honour to converfe with me upon dif¬ 
ferent topics. The difeourfe turning upon the late King of France, His Majeity faid, 
** Certainly France was never governed by a greater man than Louis XIV. neverthelefs, 
when I confider the little care which he took to perpetuate the glory of his kingdom after 
his deniife, t have no longer the fame efteem for liis memory, which I have hitherto 
held For his great and heroic adiona. Louis *!!£IV. at his advanced age, could not rea- 
fonably indulge the hope uf a much longeriife; if, therefore, he difeovered in the inf ant 
(Louis XV,) his fucceuor, any evident marks of a future incapacity to reign, why did he 
entruft him to the care of a man who will not fail to adopt any means, however defperate, 
that may tend to fecure the throne to himfelf? Why did he not exclude the Duke of 
Orleans from a {hare in the regency ? Or, if he knew the Duke to be a man of a fupe- 
rior genius, as he undoubtedly is; and his great grandfon, either on account of his 
tender age or fome corporal infirmity, incapable of governing, why did he not declare a 
perlbn of fuch abilities as the Duke of Orleans his fucceffor ? By thde means his grand 
iyftem would have flood unlhaken even by his death; whereas we have how every rea- 
fon to, conclude that France will decline.” I made aufwer, “ That as, according to 
the fuhdatnenial laws of the kingdom, the firft Prince of the blood is ,Regent during 
the Kiflg^s minority,. Louis XIV. could not exclude the Duke of Orleans from the re- 
gen- , ^thodt breaking the law offucceffion, which no Kihft of France could venture 
10-.m'lnge.” “Therefore,” replied the Tzar, “a Prince,.who, by facrifidng his 
health, and even frequehtly expofing liis life, had at length.fendered his country re- 

• Mortwye’s Travel*, vol. ill. p. 131, 

+ Ebauche, Sec. p 54. “ She was the wediatrix between'tbc mOTatch flnd his fabjcAa.” , 

1 Bofdi. Hill. Mag. iii. p. 185, &c. ' i . 
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fpefhible and formidable, would, according to your hypothefis, be conftrained to fuffer 
the fruits of hk labours to be deftroyed in the hands of ^madman, provided he was his 
neareft relation. 1 own I am not of your opinion. It is by no means fufficienr, that a 
monarch Ihould exert himfelf to aggrandize his (late, and render it flourifhing during 
his life, but he ought alfo by wife precautions to perpetuate its glory after his demife, 
which can in no other manner be effefted than by appointing an heir who fliall beH:apa-' 
ble, not only to maintain his acquifitions and preferve his eftabliihments, but alfo to 
execute the reft of his defigns, were he even to fele£t him from the croud of his fub- 
jedls. You,” added he, ” would tax a Prince with cruelty, who, in order to fave his 
ftate, which ought to be dearer to him than the blood in his veins, fhould attempt to alter 
the fucceflion of his blood ; and I, on the contrary, conceive it to be the greateft of all 
cruelties, to facrifice the fafety of tlie ilate to thS mere right of eflablifhed fucceflion. 
l.et us fuppofe that the fuccelfor has not the qualities requifite for a fovereign ; a con¬ 
vent, and nut a throne, is a proper afylum for weak princes. David, for example, had 
many fons ; but as he found not in the eldeft thaqualities which a King of Ifrael ought 
topoflefs, he chofe the youngefl for his fucceflbr : God himfelf approved the cfioice, 
infteadof blaming him for not paying regard to the pretenfions of primogeniture, which 
was neverthelefs iiighly refpefted by the Jews. If the gjlnjffene (making me touch at 
the fame time die end of his thumb) attacks my finger, am I not obliged, although it is 
part of my body, to cut it off? or fhould’I not be guilty of fuicide ? , 

“ In fhort, I now comprehend the caufe of the law lately introduced by the Tzar, 
which adjudges all real eltates of a family to one of the male children; but leaves to the 
father the abfolute power of appointing his heir without confidering the right of primo¬ 
geniture. I am now convinced that the Tzar has In his own mind decreed the exclufion 
of his eldeft fon ; and that we fhall one day fee Alexey, with his head'-fhaven, thruft 
into a moaaftery, and obliged to pafs the remainder of his life in praying and chaunting ; 
hymns. ^ ' 

Nov. 15, 17.15.” 

The projihecy of this writer was afterwards fulfilled, though, inftead of being fhut up 
in a convent, the wretched Prince expired in prifon. The circumftances which Occa* ‘ 
fioned his exclufion and death are well known; but as we have received them through 
the medium of his accufers^ we ought to be careful in giving credit to all the charges 
with which his memory has been ftigmatized.. One faft * iS incontrovertible, that his 
education was fharaefully negleded, and that he was a flranger to the reftraints neceffary 
at his age, until the time of introducing proper habitudes had almoft clapfed. He was 
committed to the care of women, and to the inftrutlion of Ruflian priefts, the loweft 
and mort ignorant of men, who inftiiled into him ail the prejudices of their religion, 
and were continually inveighing againft hij father for the abolition of many barbarous 
cuftoms, which they had long confidered with reverential awe. Nor was he releafed 
from this wretched fpecies of tuition before the eleventh year of his age; when Baron 
Huyfen, a man of great merit and ability, was appointedhis governon Under this ju* 
dicious inftruflor he feems to have made no inconfiderable progrefs, and his early pre¬ 
judices might have gradually worn away, had not Prince Mentchikwf contrived to re¬ 
move the only perfon who was likely to inftil intodtim proper principles of aftion, and 
affumed the luperintendence of his education. *But as Mcntchikof t fcarcely ever faw 
him, and placed about him the molt improper perlons, he feerns to have intentionally 

* See M^moire abrege fur la vie da tzareviteh AlcKci Pctrovitch, in Bnf. Hift. Mag. p. 195. 

♦ B«f, H. M. p. 196. . 
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abandoned him to the company of the loweft wretches,'by wtiom he was eiicburaged lrt 
continual ebriety, and every kind of ^cefs; yet this defigning ittiniftcr artfully extorted 
from the tzarovitch, in prifon, a conftiBon that he was the only perfon who had taken 
any care of hw education *. 

Peter concefved an early prejudice agatnft his fon, and inlpired him with fuch teiror, 
that to avoid drawing before his father, the young Prince once difeharged a piftol 
againft his own right hand. All perfons, however, join in condemning the imjM'udcnce 
and obflinacy of Alexey, which warped his judgment, and at times trantportod him t<> a 
degree of infanity. Bnicc, who knew him well, gives the following account of his per- 
fon and manners} and as he was not prejudiced againft him, his t«|ftimony tnuft be 
cftccmed more valid than all the labouretl accufatioris of his enemies. 

“ The Czarowitz arrived in Mofeow this winter (17*4) where I law him for the firft 
time. He kept a mean Fiulandifli girl for his miftrefs. I went often with the General 
to wait on him} and he came frequently to the General’s houfe, attended by very mean 
and low perfons. He was very flovunly in his drefs} his perfon was tall, well made, 
of a brown complexion, black hair and eyes, of a ftern countenance, and ftrong voice. 
He frequently did me the honour to talk with me in German, being fully mailer of 
that language; he was ^ored by the ptmulacc, but little refpefted by the fuperior 
ranks, for whom he never Ihewed the leaft regard. He was always furronnded by a 
number of debauched ignorant priefts, and other mean perfons of bad charadcr, in 
whofe company he altyays relieved on bis father’s conduft for abolilhing the antient 
cuftoms of the counti^, declaring, that as foon as he came to fucceed, he fliould foon 
reftore Rullia to its former ftate; and threatening to deftroy, without referve, all, his 
father’s favourites. This he did fo often, and with fo little referve, that it could not 
mil's reaching the Emperor's cars} and it was generally thought he now laid the foun¬ 
dation of that ruin he afterwards met with.” 

And agaiq, “ It was very remarkable, that the Prince nevqjj^ appeared at any of the 
public meetings, when His Majefty was attended by all perfons of quality and rank, 
fuch as birth-days, celebrating of viftorics, launching of Ihips, &c. General Bruce, 
who lived next door to the Prince, had orders always to give the Priftce notice the day 
before of fuch public days or meetings, and I had the honour to carry and deliver the 
mclTage; but his Highnefs, to avoid appearing in public, ciihcr took phyfic or let blood, 
always making his e^jpufe, that he coulA not attend for want of health; when at the 
fame time, k was notorioufly known that he got drunk in very bad company, whta he 
ufed conftantly to condemtl all his father’s aftious f.” 

Inflamed by continual drunkennefs, and worn out by pcrfccution, hb was drfvort to a 
ft ltd of defperation} and in 1716, fuddenly renouncing his ri|^ht^j£iil 5 ^cceflion in favour 
of Peter’s fon by Catharine, he demanded, pcrmillion to, retire ih^o a convent. Bui 
foon afterwards, adopting the advice of his principal a^hefrents, hb efcaped to Vienna'; 
with a view to fhelter Jiiip ftrom the refentment of his father, Charles VI. fetlt him firft 
lolnfpimck in the Tyrol, and afterwards removed him, for ftill greater'fecurity, to the 

ad * 

* L’EvefH»ic iiiakes the following juft fcfllftions tipon this ubac^ohqtahle chcutnftance. Criiftt-t-cn 
gu’it ait /ait/meertmrU £sf dt Im-mSmeJ iloge tlft feint que Memhikaf avoit prit Je fm tducalhn ; hrfqu'onfait 
d’aUlturt ^ Menckiiof af^oehait de hi tout ht^us.troh ou qualu fidt pnt* aniS tu ltd parifdt qtdavii le ton 
du mlprit It pint dur £st le fJut outragtant f ^Si on^eentredgui^ dilouer lefitvori de Pitrrtf Pami dt Calht^he, 
tieMit-pttpttiltd\tinmrjiSBe dememetoutte awffi vo»lait.li4f(drt met ' jHiU. Kuilic, >*. p<44f- 

Thi* cooje^lareia^gfeadjr.ftrength«Be 4 ,by epnfidcriag that tb? eulquiaBt ()i£,Meot<!UkofAr«kobumed 
Akxey in prirbn by Xolftoc, the crtatntR af bjjcqt^ikof. 

f truce’s Mtmoin, p. 100 and lay. 
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cattle pf ^t. Jlliii^uat ,N^plfisu^ ^ m}fti?els> whom 

he is, lep^te^^o hav by the folemn proraifes p| fdrgive- 

nefe, he arasprevailed ijpon, by the einiflanesof Jb^lathe^^ return to Molcow. |jav- 
ing there folemiily renounced all right pf lucceflioh to the crown, he was conveyed ty 
Peterlburgh* thrown into the feftrefsi tried tvnd condetnlied to 

ifufFer death; / Thp afts of hi§;prdcefs and cpridemnation are Well known * bang publilhed 
by order of the JEniperorj^ abd%fei?d be,|5>und ' 

Whatever; prejudices we, diiy h aye entertained cannot perufe the 

trial without being Ihopkcd a cruel apd unjuft mode with winch it was cortduited; 
when his merci^efs' perfecutprs eagerly laid hold,of every advantage afforded by his 
youth and fimplKjty:;. when his Finlandlfli miffrefe, who was afterwards penfioried for 
her atteftatiops, depofed every angry expreffion againll his father, Which Die ever recol- 
leflicd to have falkm from, hint in rhe rrioft unguarded mdinents; when not only his 
words and aftions were brought to witpefs agaihft him, but his very thoughts fcruiiiifeed, 
and his own confelfiop extorted in prifon e.mplljyed to; convid; him. Incieed many of 
his own depofitions, which tend moll to criminate him,'by difcovenpg iiUcnti&ns of re*- 
bellion, were not openly.ackaowledgedi .but only figned in prifonj and a.lignal differ¬ 
ence isyemarkable between his confefftons during his fiVft examination at ivjofcow, which 
was more publicj and thbfe made at Peterfburghi Wheti liiS trial was chiefly conducted 
in private before Peter‘and his immedi»lp,confidents : Vcircumfl;ances which Teem to 

prove the infli£lion of tonulT. ^ ;y" :^ ^^; ^ 

With refpeftio Alexey’s death; two opinions prevail V , one advaiKed in the manifefto 
of Peter, that ho Wakfeized with an apopieftic fir, and died of cotivulfions occafioned 
by the violent paffions of his mind and the terrors of death f the other, that he was 
I'ecretly executed in prifon. The latter is moft entitled to belief^ notwithftanding the 

affertions of Peter, and the apology of his,panegyriftk; 

Of all the accounts of the Prince’s death j that given by BufcHing f is the moft proba¬ 
ble j he pofitivcly affinAl, that he was beheaded by order of his father, and that Marfiial 
Weyde performed the office of executioner. He received the intelligent from Ma¬ 
dame Cramer, a lady at Peterlburgh, who was in high confidence, both with Peter anid ; 
Catharine, and was employed in fewing the head to bis body before it lay in ftate. I>ur- 
ing my flay at Peterlburgh, I was at fome pains to authenticate this faft ; but found it 
extremely difficult to obtain any, pofniye informationjroTicerning fo feCret a,tranfaftion. 
The moft material circumftances I .could collebl were .communicated by^an intimate 
acquaintance of the iabove-meutiongd lady ;■ he affured the that* lie always ffound her 
extremely ayerfe fp hold ,any difco.urfe on the death of Alexfeyk: that ike Teemed ex¬ 
ceedingly {hocked: wheniwer the, topic was introducedj lanff n cPuld be further 
(Sxtorted frbm ,her; than that flte was the perfon who prepared the body for the cere- 
njony ;of lying, in (late. This.nnwiUingnels of the lad^ to enter apon'the fubje^b, toge¬ 
ther with her tjeciaraUbn that IhC; pihepared the body; ad^s ^ great degree of Confirmatioa 

An adhitiolml pt'ebT,ih favourpf received from an Englifb gentleman | of 

undpubM affurhd me, Trora Jie hifortnation of Prince iCanteinir’s feere- 


■ • 'Mdttkyi- ToVnj/'.'A'ttd^mibretV'Perty'/voV, ' v, ■■ 

But.'Hif. iwroduAVon '■ 

■j MK Ruft, ,who tfttveIftd 'With ,Mf. Ho8rei,f«n «f' tbfc:late Henry 
bccami; intimatdy Rc<juainted h; A‘*‘h* Wllk Vogsniorks wHtf bad been. fecr?t*fy, ta .prtiiM Can- 

ea«.Aien eighty year* ofigei .&r tbfc life of Pfiec X .* but ■ eedoced. 


temir, Wfi., 
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tary, with whom he was intimately acquainted abroad, that Aleyey yfzs beheaded in 
prifon. As Prince Cantemir was in high favour with Peter, the intelligence of his con¬ 
fidential fecretary mud carry great wtight. This fad appears fo well attefted, that many 
German hiflorians have adapted it without referve, and in feveral genealogical rabies of 
the imoerial family, Alexey is inferred as beheaded. A paflage, however, in Bruce’s 
Memoirs, feems at fird fight to invalidate this concurrent evidence, and to prove that 
he was'poifoned. 

“The trial J was begun on the 25th of June, and continued to the 6th of July,,when 
this fupreme court, with unanimous confent, pafled fentence of .death upon the Prince, 
but left the manner of it to His Majedy’s determination : the Prince was brought before 
the court, his fentence was read to him, and he-was reconveyed to the fortrefs. On 
the next day. His Majefly, attended by all the fenators and bifliops, with feveral others 
of high rank, went to the fort, and entered the apartments w'here the Tzarovitch was 
kept prifoner. Some little time thereafter, Marlhal VvTeyde came out, and ordered me 
to go to Mr. Bear’s the druggift, whofe (hop was hard-by, and tell him to make the po¬ 
tion ftrong which he had befpoke, as the Prince was then very ill; when I delivered 
this meflatre to Mr. Bear, he turned quite pale, and fell a fhaking and trembling, and 
appeared in the utmoft confufion; which furprized me fo much, that'I afked him what 
was the matter with him, but he was unable to return me any anfwer: in the mean time 
the Marflial himielf came in, much in the fame condition with the druggift, faying, he 
ought to have been more expeditious, as the Prince was very ill of an apopleftic fit; 
upon this the druggift delivered him a filver cup with a cover, which the Marfhal him- 
felf carried into the Prince’s apartment, ftaggering all the way as he went like one 
drunk. About half an hour after, the Tzar, with ail his attendants withdrew, with 
very difmal countenances; and when they went, the Marfhal ordered me to attend at 
the Prince’s apartment, and in cafe of any alteration, to inform him immediately thereof. 
There were at that time two phyficians and two furgeons in waiting, with whom, and 
the officer on guard, I dined on what had been dreffed for the Prince’s dinner. The 
phyficians were called in immediately after to attend the Prince, who was ftruggling 
out of onejconvulfion into another, and after great agonies, expired at;five o’clock in 
the afternoon. I went direclly to inform the Marfhal, and he went that moment to ac¬ 
quaint His Majefty, who ordered the corpfe to be embowelled, after which it,was laid 
in a coffin, covered with black velvet, and pall of rich gold tilTue fpread over it; it was 
then carried out of the fort to the church of the Holy Trinity, where the corpfe lay in 
ftate till the 1 ith in the evening, when it was carried back to the fort, and depofited 
in the royal burying vault, next the coffin of the Princefs his late confort, on which 
occafion the Tzar and Tzariiia,. and the chief of the nobility, followed in proceffion. 
Various were the reports that were fpread concerning his death; it was given out pub¬ 
licly, that on hearing his fentence of death pronounced, the dread thereof threw him 
into an apoplectic fit, of which he died : <very few believed he died a natural deaths but it 
was dangerous forfeople to fpeak as they thought. The itiinifters of Ihe Emperor, and the 
ftates of Holland, were forbid the court for fpeaking their minds too freely on this 
occafion, and up6n complaint againft'them, were 

From this account it appears that thejPrince’^jllHlWnve when Petef, with the 
nobles and bifhops, remained in the ‘fo|j^|^ anwWat^ne died in the intehral between 
their departure and the afternoon; buf it by no means follows, even from this ftate of 
the cafe, that the l^rovitch was poifoned. For can we fuppofe that Peter would brder 


• Brace’s Memoirs, p. 185—187. 
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a dofc of poiftin to be prepared^ fcr hkTon at a theinifl’s lliop, and that Marfiial Weyde . 
^Avould wuhoiSTtlii^TeafT fivy{l:(!ry3 vve not rather'ihfer that the 

potipri wa^i S pie'dicipe finiilP’ to, f%fpwhjch had Wen'ph'eady preferibed fo^Ths Prince, 
who had fot'^brne tinie been extrehiely Tfidifpofed f -Trie fright of the cljemift might • 
proe'eed ffbm his delivenng a mtHlidihe for the TKarovit&h, who was kid to be iii tjffe 
agonies df death; as iri a ilefpotjc countryj -and'under aTovereign as Peter, hjs 
ort'-n fafety might be itkolVed in the caj^dfopbe. The agihition of MaHhal Weyde will 
be dill nsore iatisfa^forily accounted for; if, according to Biifcbing, he was prepavsrig 
to perform, or had aiready p&ifofnidS the execution. ^ 

The principal cifcitmlbiricewhidh feems to contradict the opinion that he was be- 
iTcacicd is, that* if Bruce’s narrafiVe is to be dejTtftideH upon, the Prince, when .be fell 
afterward.^ into repeated convulfipm*, 'wag vifUed by the phyficiaus; and yet, if Bui- 
ching’s accoont can bo relied on, h,e rtuift have been already'beheaded j as Mirfhal 
Weyde, accin'ding to Bruce, had finally quitted the lortrefs. But it is poGsbIe that the 
phylicians, although ordered to attend the Prince, might be prevented from feeing him; 
it is pdlnbie that Marfhal V/cyde might have fecretly returned to the foftrefs v-ithout 
llu* knowledge of Colonel Bruce; it is poflible that Bruce hunfdf, ag being an intimate 
friend of the Marfiial, might have been entrufted with the fecreti but was unwilling to 
record, in his Memoirs, fo horrid a cataftrophe, which was totally repugnant to the ma- 
nifefto ol' the Eniperon When the fegret execution of the heir apparent in a defpotic 
empire becomes the fubjeft of inquiry, it muft always be difficult to afeertain the truth; 
and it would be unreafonable to expe^that no contradictory drcumftances fhould occur 
in the different relations of fuch a myfferious tranfaftion; when even in the moil com¬ 
mon occurrences, no two perfons would relate the fame event precifely in the fame 
manner. 

Catharine is not free from fufpicion of being concerned; in this hbfrid affair, becaufe 
her foil by Peter was declared fuceeflbr, and becaufe Tollloi, to whom the management 
of the procefs and prij|^te examination of Alextiy were chiefly entrufted, was a creature 
of Mentchikof, This accufation of Catharine could be only a mere furmife, and her' 
interference, if flie really interfered, muft have been fo fecret as libt to have been dif- 
covered. Peter himfelf exculpated her, openly tefh’fying that (he interceded for his 
fon's life, and reqU.’fted, that inftead of being put to death, he might be confined in a 
convent. Not to mention that fuch proceedings militate ftrongly againft the well known 
humanity of Catharine; there vfas no oceafion to irritate the favage temper of Peter, 
too much inclined to inflidl the fevereft punilhment upon his fOnV who*threatened to 
deftroy in a moment that vaft febric of glory and power Which he had employed 
years in erecting. The monarch who could himfelf attend the infliflion of torture, 
who had occafionally performed the * office bf executioner, and who even ordered 
the firft paitner of his bed to be fcbufged,' would hot require any iucitembrit to 
cbmirtaad the execution of a Ton, whom he had pabKcly treated with the moft inhuman 
ferocity,■^".x-. ■.'‘■■ a-.-■ 

A note, written with Peter’s own nahd to'Count Romanzof, who, in conjunction 
. with TolftoJ, brought the unfortunate Alexby from Naples, will difplay the inflexible 
■ fpirit of that Monarch, w^o forgot the feelingsVif a father in bis anxiety for the public 
good. I grant youtfae ranks of major-generqi and lieutenant-general, and tbeeftates 
of Alexander Kikm iftd Kunl Matfllhm t, in confideration of the fignal fervice which 

t Two of Alexey’* unforttiSSte. i4ber$flts, who wi many other* were executed upo» this-oceafion. 

vot VI. 5 s you 



73® COXE^S TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 

you have juft conferred, not onl;^ upon me, but what is more, upon your country, in 
bringing back^im, who by bis birth is my fon, and by his a&ions^ the enemy of his 
ijpther and of his’country * , 

' /rhe wife of Alexey, Charlotte Chriftina Sophia, was daughter of Louis Rodolph of 
Brunfwick Blakenburgh, and fifter of Elizabeth Chriftina^ confort of the Emperor 
Charles VI. She Was born on the 29th of Auguft 1694, efpoufed on the 35th of 0 £lo- 
ber 1711, the Tzarovitch Alexey, and in July of the eufuing year made her entrance 
into Peterfburgh f. 

Although this amiable Princefs was the choice of Alexey, who faw her at her father’s 
court, yet he treated her with the utraoft negleft, and devoted hlmfelf to his favourite 
miftrefs Euphrofyne, a Finlandifh girl tSf the lowcft extradion. 

It does not indeed appear that the Prince, according to the report of fome writers, 
frequently (truck her; for had he been I'ufficiently brutal, he would have been reftrained 
by apprehenfions of his father; who, as well as Catharine, always exprefled the ftrong- 
eft companion for her wretched fituation, and,(howed her conftant proofs of his affeftion. 

JHer hufband’s unconquerable antipathy was chiefly derived from his fufpicions that 
Jhe lodged complaints againft him to the Emperor. Unfortunately her doineltic uneafi- 
nefs was increafed by Juliana Princefs of Eaft-Friefland, who accompanied her into 
Ruflia, and who imprudently fanned the flame inftead of endeavouring to quench it. 

The fruits of this ill-aflTorted union were Natalia,' who was born at Peterfburgh in 
1714, and died at Mofeow in 1728; and a Prince, afterwards Peter II. who was brought 
into the world on the 23d of Odober, 1715, The confequences of her delivery, and 
the melancholy which had long preyed upon her frame, hurried her prematurely to the 
grave,, on the 2d November, in the twenty-firft year of her age. The approach of 
death was afleding to all but her hulband and herfelf; her I'pirit was fo much fubdued 
by afflidion, that (he confidered her dilTolution as a welcome releafe from all her fuffer. 
ings; and faid to her phylicians, “ Do not torment me any more, for I will live no 
longer J.” 

On the day which preceded her deceafe, (he. didated a petition to Reter the Great, 
which may be confidered as her will: “ The moft humble and laft entreaties from the 
under-written to His Imperial Majefty. 1. His Imperial Majefty will order my funeral 
as he (hall think proper. 1 could wi(h, neverthelefs, that my body may be buried in a 
place where it may remain undidurbed until thefecond coming of our Saviour. 2. Both 
my beloved children I recommend to the care and affedion of his Imperial Majefty, my 
gracious fatheV-in-law, that they may be educated according to their birth and ftation. 

3.1 leave my jewels and other valuable thing.s in gold and filver to my children } and a 
reafonable ;^rt of my clothes and linen to ray coufin the Princefs of Eaft-Friefland. 

4 .1 befeech his Imperial Majefty gmeioufly to permit thofe perfons who accompanied 
me hither to return, and to defray the expence of their journey. 5. On account of the 
dearnefs of this place, and becaufe my fervants were ftrangers, I have contraded fome 
debts, which 1 intreat his Imperial Majefty to difeharge^ that 1 may be remembered with 
honour, and that no unworthy reports may be circulated after my death. The fums 
which the crown will fave by my deceale, may be employeddn difeharging ihefe debts, 
fince it is God’s will that I depart from this world fo prematurely and unexpededly. 

• Thu note, which has not yet appeared in print, was communicated to me by a Ruffian nobleman, the 
grandfon of Count Romanzof, who favoured'roe with a tranflation frojn de original. 

f This account of the Princefs i.s chiefly taken from Muller’s Von der Princcifin von WpIIenbuettel 
als vermahlten Ruififeben Kronprinceffin.” In Buf. Hill. Mag. xv. p. 354, 
i Brnce’s Memoirs, p. 148. , 

* - g 
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6. My unfoi*efeen and untimely death is alfo the caufo of my being unable to recom- 
pcnfe my domeftics, who had thd care of regulating my expences; and as l am pterfediy 
latisfied that my fecretafies Cluvcr and John Clement,* who had charge of my difburf. 
ments, have ferved me with fidelity and honour, I humbly entreat that their accoutits,’ 
which have receipts, may be palTed, and that the other expenditures may be admitted 
upon their oath. I fepofe fuch confidence in his Inxperial Majefty, 'that I trufi; he will 
not rejeft this my laft requeftj more particularly when I reflect on the repeated in- 
ftances which I have experienced of his paternal tenderneis and afteftion. 1 have this 
alfo to add, that I am only concerned to leave this world at a time when his Imperial 
Majefty is indifpofed ;* a circumftance which has prevented me from thanking him in 
perfon for the frequent proofs I have received of his kindnefs and regard. May the 
Almighty be his aid and proteftor; and may he add thofc years to his life which aye 
taken from mine; which I likewife faithfully, and with my whole heart, implore for Her 
Majefty the Emprefs; and, after returning my acknowledgments due to them for the 
repeated inftances of their love and goodnefs, 1 expire, the moft humble and mofl; 
obedient daughter of hotly their MajeiUes, 

« Charlotte Christina Sophia *.** 

** St. PeUrJhurghy Odohr iif 

Her ardent defire to fee the Emperor before (he expired was gratified. Peter, who was 
at Scliluffelburgh at the time of her delivery, had fet ott' upon the firft news of that intel¬ 
ligence for Peterfburgh ; but on his arrival in the capital, was feized <vith a hidden ill- 
nefs, which confined him to his chamber. On perufmg the affedionate expreffions of 
her attachment, he was placed on a machine rolling upon wlieels, and conveyed to her 
apartment. The interview was awful; llie took leave of him in the moft moving lan¬ 
guage and ali'ecling manner, recommending her children to his care, and her fervants 
to his protedion, and received from him every confolation which her fituation would 
admit, together with the ftrongeft alTurances that all her wilhes fliould be fulfilled. She 
then embraced her children, and having bedewed them with tears, delivered them into 
the hands of her hulband, whom decency obliged to be prefent at this tender feene. . 
After fuffering the moft acute pains, and ftruggling with fucceeding agonies, (he expired 
at midnight f. * 

She died a member of the Lutheran religion, which (lie had in vain been folicited to 
renounce; and nothing conveys a ftronger proof of the high efleein iQ which Ihe was 
held by the Emperor, than her interment in a Ruffian church: her remafns were de- 
pofited, on the 8th of November, in the cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul, with all 
the funeral honours due to her exalted ftation. 

I have been thus particular in relating the principal circumftances which attended her 
death; not only becaufe her fate is interefting to every feeling mind, but alfo becaufe 
an extraordinary account of this Princefs appeared in France. Soon after her delivery, 
it is faid, ffie perfuaded her attendants to circulate a report of her death; and her huf- 
band, who paid no attention to her during her illnefs, ordered her to be buried without 
delay j a piece of wood fubftituted in the place of the body, was interred in the cathe¬ 
dral, and the Princefs mado her efcape into Franoj. Apprehenfive of difeovery, ihe 
embarked for Lodifiana, .and married a French Ibrjeant, who had formerly been at- 
Peterfburgh, to whom ihe bore a daughter. In 1752 fhe came with her hufband to 
Paris, was difeovered as fhe was walking in the Thuilleries by Marfhal Saxe, who pro- 

* Muller in Buf. XT. p, 2J7. f Muller ud Bruce. 

5 B 2 mifed 
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mifed fecwcy, Rtid pfoci^r^d’a commiflioni for her huiband frt tlie Ilje of^^Sou 
Having ioft h&r hnfband and iChild, fhe, in *7545 retuibed to Paris 
Bbe bills upori the liaft India'Cdtiipany, which (he brought * in her hufband’s harae, 
Ring refufed becatife ihe coidd riot prove hcrfolf tol b* his wife ; a geii'tleman, whom 
IRe had known in the Ille nf-Bourbon, offered his affiftattce^ which flle declined^ She 
confeii’ed 16 this gentleman her real charadler; and from :him the^uthor.of the account 
pretends to have received thefc aV'cdotes; adding, ihe fooh afterwards difappeared, 
and retired to the court of her nephew the .Duke of Brunfwick. In this woriderful 
narrative, the jpCing of France, it is' faiid, priyately acknowledged her, and even enjoined 
the governor of the Kle of Bourbph, to. pay her the honours dhe to her npink. It is 
added, that the fame Moiiarch, in a letter written with hi^.own hand, communicated 
this difeovery, to the Emprefsdf Germany^ (then Queen of Hungary,),who thanked the 
King for his intelligence, and immediately wrote to the fuppofed Princefs as to her aunt, 
advifed her to quit her hoftraud and child, whom the King of .France h^d promifed to 
provide forj and invited her to Vienna. 

Although I had little reafoii to givd credit to an anonymous author; and the whole 
ftory bears the air of fidion, I made it the fubjed of my refearches. I found, on in¬ 
quiry, that the circumftances of her death could not be doubted, and accorded with the 
accounts which I have before related; I was, moreover, informed by a Ruffian noble¬ 
man, that his mother attendt‘d the Priucefsift I\er illnefs ; that fhe was a witnefs to her 
laft moments, and faw the corpfe laid in Ibte, when perfons of all ranks were admitted 
to kifs the hand'of the deceafed \ 

It is certain, from a paffage in a letter from the King of Pruflia to d’Alembert, that a 
woman appeared at Bruhfvnc, pretending to be the deceafed wife of the Tzarovitch: 
and it is no lefs certain that (he was an irapoftor. ■ 

* III L’Eirefque’s Hiftory of RufTu, there is an ample detail of the rife and progrefs of this anecdote of 
the Frincefs’s efeape and advehtureu. It firft made it# appearance in Richer’s Cootiiniatioii of the Abb6 
Marcy’s Hilloirc Modernc, afterwards in Bofib’s Nouveaus Voyage dans I’Am^riqiie Septentrionale ; and 
was lately revived in “ Pieces intereff^tes et peu connues, pour Icrvir a I’Hilloire in whieli, as an ad¬ 
ditional authority, k is qualified ss an extraft found among the papers of the late iJucIos, fecrctary of the 
Royal Acadetny,'and Hiftoriographer of France. The anecdote, like ail other flp^ics which arc improved 
in their progrefs, is dfclfed in fomewhat different ftiapcs : in one-the name of the'littfband is d’Auban, in 
the other Moldack j in one flic marries a third time, and again becomes a widoiy s the circiimdarces of her 
efeape are alfo varionfly related, and in all with the moll evident marks nf falftbood, and abfoliite contra¬ 
diction to ihe moft undoubted fadls; fuch as that (he was aflifted in her efcapt by the Couiitefs of Koningf- 
mark, althougl there was no lady of that name about her perfoii, or at Peterfburgh ; that the body of tlie 
Princefs was interred almoli at the inllant of her deceafe, and without any funeral honours; that Peter I. 
was not at Petcrfliurgh when flie-died; that flie Wtss brought to bed before heir time of a Princefs, witlijnany 
fimilar afiertions, which fcarcely deferve any lerious refutation. The reader* who is defirous orfurtber in¬ 
formation on the fubjeft, ill referred to L’Evefque Hitloire de Ruflie, 'Eora . iv. p. 384-—Jfip,; and to the 
latter part of Muller’s account, Von der .Princeflen vjon Wolfenbuttel, in B.of, Htft. Mag, xv. p. 239 to 
241 . An extract alfo of the principal circomilaiices of this llory is given in the Gentleman’s Magazine, 
aiid from thence inferted in the Annual Regifter for • 776, .' * .1 , 

Je puis voiiB repondre avec pliu de preeifion fur le fuj< t de cette dame qui pretendoit pafTcr pour I’cpoufe 
d« czarowita; fon impoflure a ete d6cOuvcfte a Brunfwic. ou tile a pafle peu de moia apresla mort de cellc 
dont elle CQiprunta le nom j. eile y reout ^iielouCs ehaiites, avec ordreide quitter le pays, et de .nc jamais 
prendre un nom doiitf & naiffance Pecartoit ft tort.” Correfp, du Roi'de Prufle a d’AlembWt, ii. p. 138.; 
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No. 1 ,-^VaHous Opinions cmernlng i^eTzarivbo reigned under ihe name of Oemeirius,—^ 

. Proofs that he ivas no Impojior, 

THESE ^re the priitcipal circumftances in the adventures oCthe perfon, who feated 
himft'lf upon the Rufliaa throne under the name of Demetrius. His hiftory is involved 
in contradiftion and obfeurity : unbiaffed, however, by the prejudices of either party, 
kt us compare with candour their oppofite rept-efentations, and endeavour to afeertain, 
whether he was an impoftor, or the real fon of Ivan Vaffilievitch.* 

They who contend that he was an impoftor, thus relate his hiftory; He was of the 
family of Otrepief; his real name was George, <which upon his afluming the monaftic 
habit in the fourteenth year of his age, he changed into Gregory, and, was generally 
known by the appellation of Griflea * Otrepief: for fome time he refided at Sufdal, and 
having wandered from convent to convent, was confecrated deacon jp the monaftery 
of Tchudof at Mofeow, where he was employed by the Patriarch in tranferibing books 
for the fervice of the church. If is not afeertained, even from thefe accounts of his life, 
at what period he firft ftyled himfelf Demetrius. Some report, that wink be continued 
in the monaftery of Tchudof, he obtained the moft minute information relative to the 
pcrJbu and charafter of the Prince, and even began to aflurae his name, for which he 
was deemed infane, and excited the laughter of the monks.. Others obferve, that he 
was in polkffion of feveral jewels which formerly belonged to Demetrius; and having 
one day declared that he (hould afeend the throne of RuOia, was confined by order of 
Boris Godunof, in a diftant monaftery, from which he efcaped into Poland.' On the 
contrary, Margaret, wbo'afferts that he is the true Demetrius, gives the following 
detail: ? 

Demetrius being refeued from affafllnation by the fubftitution t of another child, was* 
fecretly educated in Ruflia until the ekflion of Boris Godunof, when he was conveyed 
into Poland under the care cf the monk Grilka, which afterwards gave rife to the report 

■ that 

* Grifka, in the Ruffian tongue, fignifics little Gregory. He was called alfo Roflriga, or Defertcr,- 
from having dtferted his convent. 

f Tlie ptincipal objeflion to the account of Margaret, arifes from the difficulty of fubflituting a child^ 
in the place of Demetrius, particularly if the fon of his nurfe was one of the affaffins; and if Vaffili Shu- 
ilki examined th.- body of the deceaf^, foon after Jibe fuppofed affaffinaiion. To this it may be anfwered, 
that his mother had fufEcient reafon to be on her guard againft the attempts of Boris Goduuof {- for it is 
evident that fuch attempts were made before, from a paffage in Fletcher, who was at Mofeow in the be¬ 
ginning of Feodor's reign. Befides the Emperbf that npw is^ who hath no child/ nor, ever like to have, 
thete is but one more^a child of fix or feven years old, in whom rcftetli all the hope of the fucceffion, and- 
the pofterity of that Houfe. : He is kept in a remote place from Moflto, under the tuition of his mother, 
and her kihored of.the houfe of the Nagaia; jjer not faft fas I haye heard)^^»« ail,->mpis of atuayly.. 
froBici of fame that ajjpire to the ficctffim, if this Emperor eHe tvilhout iffoic,^’ Hetclier’s Kiiffia, chajr v. 

With refped to the privity of the nurfe, and her fon, th#witnei» of the bell-ringer, and the teftimony of 
Vaffili Shuilkb lilEvef^ue makes theft judicious bbfervationsi 

» Mats CCS cheonftsmees font ellca bicn confirmees,^ . Tous ka affaflins du Tstarcvitch furent maffacres 
prefou’ auffi-tdt quails eurent coaninis^Ce crime. Ik n^laiitpoint 6te ii^rroges, on n’a ricn fu dclcur bouche. 
Un fonaeur de la cathedfak fut kmoin dd meurtre dc Dinitri. Mais q,ui a re9u fou temoignage ? Kfl il 

mcrai; 



f4i COXM'M TRAVEI-S IN RUSSIA* -J 

that Griika had perfonated Betnetrius. As a proof that they were two diftb^l perfons, 
he informs us, that Bom Godunof fent repeated expreffes to Ibis guards on the fron¬ 
tiers, to prevent all travellers h'om quitting the eoantry, even Ihould they be provided 
With paffports; for two traitors were'endeavouring to efcape into Poland. Margaret 
adds, Grilka was thirtt^five,years of age, and Demetrius fearcely twenty four; Grilka 
ac^ompamed the new Tzar to Mofoow, and was feen by many in that chy, being a per- 
fon well known,* and having a brother who poffeffed an eftate near Galitz ; he was 
notorious before his flight into Poland for drunkennefs, and on account of his mifcon- 
du£t, was banifhed by Demetritfs to Yaroflaf. Margaret, moreover, was informed by 
an Engliih merchant of Yaroflaf, well acquainted with Grifka,-that the monk, on re¬ 
ceiving the news of the Tear’s death, and even after the eleftion of Vaflili Shuiiki, fo- 
Icmnly protefted that he, Demetrius, was the real fon of Ivan Vaflilievitch j and that he 
himfelf was Grilka Otrepief, who had condufted the Prince into Poland. Soon after¬ 
wards Grilka was conveyed to Mofcow by order of Vaflili Shuifld, and difappeared. 
(Margaret, 15a to 157*) 

If this narrative is authentic, even according to the confeflion of Muller, it com¬ 
pletely refutes the reprefentation of the oppofue party. In what manner then does 
this ingenious author attempt to difcredit the pofitive teftimony of Margaret ? “ But 

how,” fays he, “ can we imagine, that any one could ever hold two perfons to be the 
fame individual, at a time when the contrary could be eafily proved ?” The contrary 
indeed could be eafily proved during the reign of Demetrius, when Grilka was at 
Mofcow or at Yaroflaf, and at a time when few Ruflians doubted the fa£t; but the 
aflertion was not fo eafily refuted when Grilka difappeared, and when no perfon durlt 
contradict the manifefto of Vaflili Shuilki. “ Let us fuppole,” adds Mr. Muller, “ that 
(he oppofite party, in defiance of all truth, firft invented fo groundlefs a fable ; let us 
uppole that Grilka was immediately banifhed, as foon as the enemies of Demetrius made 
he latter pafs for that monk; how does it happen that no writer befide Margaret*, has 
aken notice-of fo remarkable a circumftance ?” It is generally allowed that one good 
wiclence ought to outweigh a crowd of prejudiced witnclTes fo that if Margaret’s cre- 
libility is fuperior to that of his opponents, we mull aflent to the truth of his account. 
\nd who are the writers whole authority is preferred to that of Margaret ? The native 
iiiftorians, who wrote after the acceflion of Vaflili Shuilki; but their teftimony cannot 
be admitted in this cafe ; for could any Ruffian venture to contradid the manifefto of 


w^iine certain qne ce temoin ait exidc ? Si lea allaflina furent trompda, n’ait>il pas pu I’dtre lul ineme, et 
prendtc pour k Tzatevitch un enfant du mcme age ! Ne convient'On>paa qi^e Boris, See, Mais Chouifici, 
mais Clechnin furent envoyes a Ouglitch par Boris } ils virent et reconnureni le corps du Tzardvitch et lui 
rendirent les honneurs funebres. Eh ! fait-oii ce qu’ont vu ces deux einiirairea de Boris, ce qu’ils lui out 
rapportd en fecret ? Le corps meme qu’ils examinerev.t, defigurd par dcs blcflures. et gardd long-temps 
fans due embaumd, devrait etre mrconnaiflable. On ignore abklumcnt ce qu'ila ont dccouven, et ce qu’iU 
ont peiifd. S’ils ont ddbitd a leur retour une fable concertc'c eiitr’eux et le mi'nillre, its n’ont pirdans Ic 
fuite faire connaitre la veritd, fans avouer qu’ils avoieiit etc. des fourbes veodiis a un feeierat,” &c. Vol. Hi. 
p. zzy.—In a word, the belief that a child was fubftituted in the place of Uemetriiis, though liable to 
many objediions, is yet attended with much fewer difSculties, than’the notion that the Tzar who reigned 
tinder the name of Demfrtrius was an impoftor. » ' ^ ^ - 

* Mar|aret, however, does not Hand £nglein fappofing Grilka, and him who'palTsd for Demetrius, to 
be diUinfi perfons. For among others, Conra& Bufitni, who was prefenf at Ntofcdw during the troublqi, 
aflerts, that Demetrius was the natural fon of Stephen Balhori, King of Poland, which is itifficfoit to Ihpw 
that the .report prevailed at the time that the Tzar aud Grilka wereldiiFerent perfont. . S. R. C. vol. v. 
mi. - ' 
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tbe fo^rei^^, or call in qneftion the fanftity of the relics eftabllflied by a decree of the 
church*? 

It muft be confeffed, however, that one author is irot liable to thefe fufpicion!^. 
** Petreius,*’ continues Muller, “ has given, in miny inftances, the moll exaft intelli¬ 
gence, and has demonftnited the impofture of tl>e falfe Demetrius with many proofs." 
Is it poflible, tlierefore, to fuppofe him ignorant that Demetrius and Grilka were two 
different perfons, if that fa£t had been well grounded Here then the teftimony of 
Petreius is put in the oppofite fcale againft that of Margaret; both foreigners, both 
prefent at Mofqpw a{ the time of the iiifurrefiion, both fuppofed to be unbiafled by the 
civil and religious preju^ces of the Ruffians; yet both of different fentiments. Let us 
therefore exa^nine their charader and fituation, and confider whether any circumftances 
render one writer more worthy of credit than the other. Margaret was a Frenchman, 
who entered the Ruffian fervice in the reign of Boris Godunof, was prefent in the army 
fent againll: Demetrius, and always afted with approved bravery and fidelity. i\fter- 
wards, when Demetrius afcended the throne, he was continued in his fervice as captain 
of the guards. He poffeffed, therefore, many opportunities of inveftigating his real 
hiftory, and he has recorded it in his “ Eftat de I’Empire de Ruffle, &c.” which, oh his 
return to France, he publifhed at the command of Henry IV. 

Muller, however, objeds to the authenticity of Margaret’s narrative: “ A witnefsof 
this fort would not be admitted in any coumt of juftice, and cannot, in thisinftance, merit 
our belief. His judgment might be .warped ; partly from confidcring it js a difgrace- 
to have engaged in the fervice of an impoftor, and partly from not being well ufed by 
the oppofite party after the death of the falfe Demetrius. Henc^ he might be enticed,, 
from motives of refentment, to brand with infamy the enemies of Demetrius, and to 
treat as mere falfehoods all the reports of the impoftor’s real origin. We muft, there¬ 
fore, accufe Margaret either of having advanced a falfehood} or fuppofe that he had 
heard of another Otrepief, who was at that time prefent at Mofeow, and whom he- 
ftrangely confounds with Grilha f.” This is the only objedion which even the inge¬ 
nuity of Muller can urge againft Margaret. 

Petreius, whofe authority is fondly preferred to that of Margaret, was minifter | from; 
Cliarles IX. King of Sweden, to the court of Mofeow in the reigns of Boris Godunof,, 
Demetrius, and Vaffil: Shuifla. The clofe connedion of Demetrius with Sigifmond. 
King of Poland, induced Charles IX. to tender his affiftance to Boris Godunof, upon 
the firft entrance of the new claimant into Ruffia, Charles is aifo reprefented as greatly 
alarmed at the fuccefs of Demetrius, and after his affaffination concluded a ttnaty of the 
ftrideft amity with Vaffili Shuilki. It was therefore the intereft of the Swedilh court to 

* It may perhaps be thought by many too bold to fet afide the acthority of all tlie Ruffian hiftoriana,, 
who may be fuppofed to have obtained better intelligence than foreigners. But Muller calls in quellioii 
the teftimony of a Ruffian Ambaflador in favour of i^emetrius, becaiife he wrote at a time when he was 
upon the throne, and acknowledged by the whole ration; for the fame rcafon, therefore, we mull fet 
ulide the evidence of the Kuflians who wrote after hia aftaffination, and at a time when his impofitire was 
made an article of the public faith. 

Indeed, if it is conlidered the fufpicioas documents from which the Ruffian authors drew their materials,. 
this mode of reafoning will not appear unjulliliabk. Of all the Ruffian writings relati'jg to the hiftory of 
Demetrius, cited by Muller, the principal are the raanifefto of Shuilki, and a manufci^tfccoant of the trou. 
bits, compiled by order the Taar Michael, and fcht to the l^lng of France as a ju^ification of tlie war 
againft Sweden. But j^h-.documents iffiiing from government muft in this inftance be allowed to be ex¬ 
ceptionable. In alt affi&, . wheteih national prejudicesare not concerned, the evidence of a native is pre¬ 
ferable to that of foreign^ but the teftimony of foreigners becomes fuperior, when the natives are warped 
by fear or prejudice. 

^ S. R. G. vol. V. p. 182 and 193. % Dalin’s Gefchichte von Schweden^ yol. iv. p. 475. 

reprefent. 
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reprcfentPemelrius as an iriipoftor; and Petreiiis, as Swediih minifter, ifetoraHy go 
tenanCed the report patronized by his msfter. 

was not influenced in bis judgment by the jjaUtics of hiaoyrpieoprt; ,yet» as an author^ 
he is liable to great exception: for thenumberlefs^^Qions ahei ^;rofs ttvifrcprefehtatiops 
•...whicli he t^taik in his Chronicle, prove extreme prbyehefs to credulity ' On the coh. 
trary, the credibility of Margaret hands ufliD>peaehei 4 Rtid feyeh fhe penetrating fagacity 
■of Muller bimfelf can only difedver in his tvori^|-few triflipg errors.;- It appears then, 
that both as to charadtr and fituation, the teftlirony of Margaret is preferable to that 
of Petreius j and if the quedion is to be Ailtirnately decided by one of t|tefe two writers, 
■sirhofe authority is the moll uriqueftionable, the’'rzar who reigned under the name of 
Penietrius was no impoftor, but the real fon of Ivan ValTilievitch II. 

riball now throw togetlisr fome particulars, which, in addition to thofe already enu* 
jnerated, induce me to efpoufe the opinion that the Tzar was no impoftor. 

I. The cortduft of Boris Godunoh 2. Suppofed reTemblance between the real De¬ 
metrius and the perfonwho reigned in his name. , 3. His fticcefsand conduft upon the 
throne. 4. 'l ellimony of Maria Feodorofna, 5. Arguments ufed by the Ruffians to 
p4n'o the impofture. 

I. 'i'lic condud of Boris Godunof plainly demonftrates that he thought him the real 
Demetrius. For otherwife, why did he not produce Maria FeodoKrfna, and obtain her 
public avowal that her fon was not alive ? Her teftimony at that time would have un- 
quellionably afcertainecl the impoflure of the perfon, who claimetl the throne as her 
offspring. Probably Boris Godunof examined her privately, and finding her to perfill 
in her alTertion that Demetrius had efcaped from Uglitz, he removed her to a convent 
at a confiderable difta'nce from Mqfcow, that -file might not fandion the pretenfions of 
his rival. 

a. The fuppofed refeinblance between the Prince Demetrius, who was educated at 
Uglitz, and the perfon who reigned under his name. He bad a wart under the right 
eye, and one arift lliorter than the other. But howis it known,” faid Muller, “ that 
the Prince had thefe defeds? for they are not mentioned in the Ruffian narratives, but 
only related by foreigners, who liad never fcen him. May we not therefore fuppofe 
them mere inventions, calculated to difplay fome refemblance between the true and 
falfe Dem.etrius f ?” To this we may reply, that the Ruffian accounts, evidently com¬ 
piled after this period, and chiefly taken from the manifeftos of government, would 
never record any circumftance which might tend to favour a likenefs between a perfon 
whom they ftyled an impoftor, and the young Prince. And it may be added, if the 
Tzar ailed ged the wart under his right eye, and thq fliortnef’s of his arm, as proofs of 
his being the real Demetrius; who can fujmofe that the Pitncfe had not thefe defeds, 
when there were fo many perfons of the firft diftindion who could coniradid the truth 

* MaHcr has noticed and corre£led innumerable mors, relative to the moll important tranfaflions, in 
the Chronicle of Petreius. It would be endlcfs to rnention them; I H'hII tlierefore only relate one, which 
Mnqueftionably proves the credulity of Petreius, Feodor Ivanovitch,”/ays tiiat'aiithor,upon his death 
bed, Being requffted by the nobility to name a fucceffor, anfwered, ‘ T'hat perfon to whom 1 (hall deliver 
any fceptrc Ih^l be Tzar after me.* Soon afterwards he offered it to Feodor Nikitich Romanof} but he 
delivered it to hi.e brat her Alexander, who gjve it to a third dillcd Jjohn, who prefented it to a fourth called 
Mich-ael, The kt-^er paffed it to another pobleman ; at lall the Tzar threw the fceptre frorh Him, crying 
out in a paffion, ‘Take it who willujysp which Boris todk'it up, and the Tzar died immediately.** 
This lidiculouB tale is contradifted by the mod authentic records, by the whole hillory of the fubfequent 
cleAion of Boris Godunof; and yet this is the writer who/c authcrity is dppUfed'to Mwrgaret. Bee 
:i>. R, G. vol. V. p. 64, Ac; , - 

f S, R. pi vol. y. p. 190. 
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of the report ? ** But evqn allowing the fact,” continues Muller, “ the conclufion by 
no means follows, as the ftrongcft refemblance has been frequently obfervcd between 
two different perfons; and it is likewife pollible,’ that the fidfe Demetrius might have 
imitated a wart in his face, and have feigned a clefe£t in his arm.” It is barely pofllblei 
indeed, to account for thefe circumftances in this manner; ffill, howeyer, they muff; be 
-confidered, though not as pofitive, yet as prefamptiye evidence in his favour, cfpecialty 
■when joined to collateral proofs. 

3. The fuccefs of his enterprize, and conduct upon the throne, feein to prove that he 
was the real Deraetriu». He entered Rulfia with an inconfiderable force, which in- 
creafed as he advanced ; and though totally defeated, and alruoff deferted by the Poles, 
yet his army was foon recruited, and becainc; niore formidable than before his difeom- 
iSture. Perfons of the firft difUriftion joineu him from all quarters, and the more he 
became perfonally known to the Ruffians, the greater nnrhber of partizaiis flocked to 
his ftandard. Nor did this feem owing to any w atit of popuiarity in Boris Godunof, 
whole adminiftration was greatly refpeSed for vigour and w'ifuctn j it, rather pro^'ceded 
from a general convidion that he was Demetrius. When feated upon tlic throng he 
did not ad like an impoftor. Had he been one, he would fcarccly have pardoned Yaf- 
fdi Shuilki, who'had thrown doubts upon the reality of his defeent. Inffead of dii- 
believing the ftroug reports of an impending infurredion, he would have turnad a ready 
ear to flighteft rumours of plots and machinations, ai\d have, taken every precaution 
againft them. In a word, his general charader was as thoughtlel's and inconfiderate as 
it was open and fincere; but above all, his freedom from fufpicion and jcaloufy were 
i,ncompatibIe with the principles of an ufurper *. 

4. Thecondud of Maria Feodorofna muff be admitted as fupporting the fame fide 
of the queftion. After having openly acknowledged him for her Ion, flie is faid to have 
publicly difowned him. If both the avowal and denial were equally public, they both 
might have been extorted by fear, and her teftimony muff be confidered as null. For 
what credit can that woman deferve who at one time admitted a perfon to be her fon, 
and at another rejeided him ? We may obferve, however, this difference, that in one in- 
ftance flic owned him in perfon; in the other, flie was not confronted with him, but her 
anfwer w'as brought by Vaflili SW^lki f, who was moll interefted to prove him an im¬ 
poftor. It therefore follows, that if (as feems to be the cafe) her avowal was public, 
and her denial was not, the former is more to be depended upon than the latter, and her 
iteftiinony muff be admitted in his favour 

5. The 

• • 

* “ Puis parlons,” fays Margaret, “ de fa clemence, envers un cbacun apves qu’il fut'rfccii en Mofeo, 
€l prir.cipalemeiit covers Vadlli Clioutfqui, Jeqocl fut convaiiicu de tiahifon, &c. ct mdaics futlcditTDemc- 
trius pr.it; par tou3 le.s afTillaiiB de Ic fairc mourir, vu qu’ils a’cilait toujourj trmivc pretiubatcuf du repos 
public. Jc parle comnie ayaot ouy et veu le tout de ines orciUea. Ce iiou obiVaot il lay pardomia, co.u- 
bicn qoe. Dem'etriiia fjavoit bieii que nul n’ofoit afpirct ii la couroniie q\ic ia elite tnaifon de Chouillqui. 
XI pardonna ^fli a pluficurs'autres: ear il eiloit fans i'oiipyon,” p. 171, • ■ 

‘ Si il fe fut fenty cpiipablc eii auciioe eholV, if eftl't eu Juile fujet de croire Irs macliinations et trabifons 
complolt^ea ct traramces contre fa pedbnue, dcs qiiellca il e^edt alfez advcriy, ct y fjuft pu ictncclitr avtc 
grande facilud,” p. 1*74. » . 

f Mr. Muller fays, Vaflili Sliuiflei top,' (he irernik -.f iimfcljtn the convent. Gali ficb feblft die 

muchc. 

f The Ruflian authors aflert, that at the time when the relics were conveyed to Mofeow, {lie publicly 
rctratftedher former teftimpny iu his favour, upon their firft interview near Mofeow; coufelfing that flie 
had been induced by threats, as well as from a clefirc of procuring her liberty, to acknowledge;;au-alien for 
her fon. But how are we certain that fljc really made this public confelfion ? It^tnjth Witlrcly rclts 
flpon the Ruflian papers, which cannot, in tiiib ijiftancc, be tlUcmtd autbcntic record*. Why was her 

V01-. VI. 5 c public 
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5. The very aFguments advanced by the Ruffians to prove his impbfture, ftrongljr 
eftablifh the contr^y pofition., For how was the reality of Kis imperial defcent invali¬ 
dated by his being a forcerer, an heretic, ora niuficianj by his predileftion to the Poles, 
mi bowing to the image of St. Nicholas, not bathing, eating veal, and fuch frivolous ac- 
cufations ? Doc? not the adoption of thefe nugatory infxnuations befpeak a great defi¬ 
ciency of folid arguments ? They may incline, indeed, the Ruffians to believe him an 
ufurper, but do not prove him one in the eyes of difpaffionate judges. The truth feems 
to be, that as he began to lofe the affeftion of his fubjeds by his inconfidcrate contempt 
of their cuftoms and religion, thefe, and many other unfavouKable reports, calculated 
to raife and incrcafe the popular odium, were circulated by the intrigues of Vaffili Shu- 
illci, who, upon his aflallination, was raifed to the throne. 

The fame remarks extend, with Hill greater force, to the affertion, that the body in¬ 
terred at Uglitz was that of the real Demetrius from its uncorrupted (late, and the mi¬ 
racles it performed. For the uncorrupted ftate of the body, when firft conveyed to 
Mofeow, evidently proves it to have .been fuppofititious ; and the miracles it is laid to 
have performed will convert no profelytes without the pale of the Ruffian church. 
When every expedient failed of convincing the generality of thfe Ruffians, that the Tzar 
was an impoftor, recourfe was had to pretended miracles and facred reKcs. And it muft 
be allowed, that this method of convincing an ignorant and fuperftiiious people, who 
doubted (and there were many who doubted) was a ftroke of the moft conCummate po¬ 
licy ; as by thefe means the affertions of Vaffili Shuifki were fanftioned by an ecclefi- 
aftical decree j and the impofture of his rival became an article of public faith. Indeed, 
fuch is the fuperftition with which the ufurpation of Grilka is tttll maintained, that even 
at this diftanceof time no Ruffian hiflorian could venture to hint that Demetrius was 
not affaffinated at Uglitz, and that the perfon who aflumed his name was not Grilka: 
for it would be contradifting a fundamental principle of belief, and rejeding the relics 
of a faint much revered in this country. 


"i^o. Geographical Divifton of the Riijftan Entpire into Governments^ Provinces^ and 

Dijlrids. 

AS the new divifion of Ruffia into governments, provinces, and diflri£ls, by Catharine 
the Second, has totally altered the geography of that vaft empire; and as no accurate 
account of t\ie general divifion yet given to the public has fallen under my obfervation, 
I fliall here fubjoin a lift communicated to me in February from undoubted au¬ 

thority. 

In comparing this lift of governments with that given in book 6. ch. i. of this work, 
the reader will find a difference in the number and names of the governments; for in- 
ftance, this lift enumerates forty-one, the other forty governments. This lift mentions 
the governments of Archangel, Cathermenflaf, Olonetz, and Caucafus j and the other 
thofe of Aftracan, Azof, and New Ruflia.- But this difference may eafily be recon¬ 
ciled, by confidepng that the former Ijft was m^e in 1752, the latter in 17S4, when fe- 


public recactation poflponed to fo late a periqjJ^aad why was Ibe not confronted with the Tzar, when he 
repeatedly appealed to her teftimony as the urongefl proof of his being the i«al Demetrius ? Have we 
aot every reafon to conclude, either that flie did not publicly retrait her former afleveration* in bis favour; 
«r that, being in Vaffili Shuifki’s power, fhe was finally compelled to ad in fubferviency to his mandate ? 

veral 
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veral alterations had taken place in the names of the governments, particularly that 
Olonetz was formerly included in the government of Novogorod, and Archangel in that 
of Vologda, from which they have been fince feparated ; that the names of New Ruffia 
and of Azof have been changed for that of Ecathcrinenilaf; and that the government 
of Caucafus has been lately added, and coinprifes the government of Aftracan. 


Prefent Dhifion of the Ruffian Empire into Governments^ Provinces^ and Di/lri^ls, 

FORTY-ONE GOVERNMENTS. 

l.’--Government of St. Pcicrjburgh* 

This government comprifes that trafl; of country called Ingermanland, or Ingria, 
wrefted by Peter the Great from the Swedes, and confirmed to the Ruflians at the 
peace of Nyftadt, in 1721.—It is divided into ten diftridls. 

1. St. Peteriburgh. 

2. Oranienbaura, on the gulf of Finland. 

3. Yfamburgh on the river Luga, difcharging itfelf into the gulf of Finland. 

4. Luga, on the upper part of the fame river. 

5. Narva, on the river Narova, which falls into the gulf of Finland. 

6. Gvof, near the eaft fide of lake Peipus, on the rivulet called Gvofka. 

7. Rokeltven, or Rokeftvenfk, on the rivulet Oredelli, falling into the Luga. 

8. Sophia, near Zarlkoc Zclo. 

9. Schlueffelburgh, on the Neva, where this river iffues from the Ladoga. 

10. New Ladoga, on the river Volkhof, between the lake and the channel of the 
Ladoga. 

ll.—Government of Olonetz. 

Formerly included in the government of Novogorod.—Contains five diftrifls. 

I. Petrofavodfk, on the river Schua, falling into the lake Onega. 

3. Olonetz, on the river Olonza, falling into the eaft fide of the Ladoga. 

3. Vytegra, on the river of the fame name, falling into the fouth fide of the Onega. 

4. Kargopol, near the river Onega, at its origin from the lake Latcha. 

5. Povenetz, on the north fide of the Onega, where the rapid rivulet^ovenetz falls 

into it. 


III.— Government of IVyburgh^ or Ruffian Finland. 

This government was formerly fubjefl: to Sweden, and comprized in Carelia j part 
was ceded to Ruffia at the peace of Nyftadt, in 1721, and part by the treaty of Abo, 
1741.—It contains fix diftrids. 

1. Wiburgh, on the north fide of the gulf of Finland, 

3. Willmanltrand, near the lake Saima. 

3. Fredericfl^am, on the gulf of Finland. 

4. Nyflot, near the lake tJtrufs. 

5. Kexholm, bn two fmall i^ands of the rivei Woxen, falling into the Ladoga. 

€. Serdobol, on the north-weftem fide of the Ladoga. 

IV.*—Gwfrs*' 


5 c 2 
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W.—Government cf Revel, sr EJthonia, / 

Revel was confirmed to the »Swedes at the peace of Oliva, conquered by Peter the 
Great in 1710, and finally ceded to RViflia in 1731.—'It contains five diftrife. 

• 1. Revel on the Baltic fea. * 

3. BaltiC'Port, about forty verfls weftwards from Revel., 

3. Habfal, or Ilapfal, a maritime town. 

4. Weiffenftein, on the rivulet Saida, about eighty verfts from Revel. 

5. Wefenberg, about one hundred verlts from Revel, at about an equal dillance 

from that town and Narva. • 

V.— Govcrmnent of Riga or Livonia, ceded to Rttffta in 1731. 

■** 

It contains nine diftrifls. 

1. Riga, on the Dunna, fourteen verfts from its mouth. 

2. Wcntlen, on the river Aa. 

3. Wolmar, 011 the fame river. 

4. Walk, on a rivulet falling into the fouth fide of lake Wyrtz. 

5. Werro, on the weft fide of Peipus. 

6. Dorpt, on the river Ern, or Enibak, w'hich iOiies from the lake Wyrtz, and falla 

into the Peipus. ' 

7. Fellin, on the finall river of the fame name. 

8. Perneau, on the river of that name, near the Baltic Sea. 

9. Areniburgh, on the ifland Oefel. 

VI.— Government of PJkof 

A republic, fubdued by Vaflili Ivanovitch, and formerly comprized in the govern¬ 
ment of Novogorod.—Contains nine diftrifts. # ' 

1. Plkof, called by foreigners Plelkof, on the river Velika, or velikaia. 

2. Petchora, on the rivulet Simfha, falling into the fouth part of the Peipus, or the 

lake of Pfliof. 

3. Qftrof, or Oftroflk, on an ifland of the river Velika. 

4. Opotchka, on an ifland of the fame river. 

5. Novorflief, on an ifland of the fmall lake of PaJzo, through which flows the 

rivQi' VoHkaia. 

6 . Velikic Luki, on the left fide of the river Lovat, falling into the lake Ilmen. 

7. Toropez, on the river Toropo, falling into the Duna. 

8. Kholin, on the river Lovat. 

9. Porkof, on the river ScheleL 

VII.— Government of Novogorod. 

A powerful republic, finally reduced by Ivan Vaflilievitch II, and united to the Ruf¬ 
fian empire.—Contains ten diftri£fs. 

I. Novogorod/ on the river Votkof*, near the lake Ilmen* 

3. Krcfte'.z, on the river Khlova, ^llingiimto the Mfta. 

3. Staraia Kulfa, ou the river PoHflir;ibbut fifiteervverfts fouth of the Ilmeiu 

4. Valdai, On the weft fide of the lake of "Valdai. 

5. Borovitchi, on the River Mfta. 

§. Tikhvin, on the rivulet of that name, falling iiUq the Siafs, which difeharge# 
ufclf into the Ladoga. 7. Uainfco. 
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the Molpga," failing into the Volga, 

8. Teherepovetz, im the river ^chekfna, falling into the Volga, 

9. Kirilof, on the fame river. . * 

10. Bieloferfk, on the Ibuth Ccle of the Bielofiirp, near tljc river Schekfna. 

VIIL— Government of Tver. 

An independent principality, united to the RuHian empire by Ivan Vafillievitch, and 
comprized in the government of Novogorod. It was feparated from Novogorod, and 
was the firft government eftabliQied upon the new plan.—Contains thirteen diftricts. 

1. Tver, on the Volga, where that river is joined by the Tverza. 

2. Vylhnei Volotfliek, on the river Zna. 

3. Torfhok, on the '^I'vcrzn. 

4. Oltallikof, on anilland ofthe lakcSeliger. 

5. Rfhef Volodimcrof, on the left fide of the Volga. 

6. Subzof, oh the left fide of the fame river. • 

7. Stariiza, on the Volga. 

8. Krafiioi Kholtn, on the river Schoca, w'hich falls into the Mologa.. 

9. Koliafin, oh the Volga. 

JO. Kakin, near ihe Volga. , 

11. Beflietzk, on the Mologa. 

12. Kortchera, or Kortchef, on the Volga. 

13. V'^efiegoufk, on the river Mologa. 

TX.— Government of S?nolenJko, 

After being an objeft of contentidn, and reciprocally poflelTcd by Poland and Ruflia, 
was conquered by Alexey Michaelovitch in 1654, and finally ceded to Ruffia at the 
peace of Mofeow, in 1666.— Contains twelve diftridts. 

1. Smolenlko, on both fides of the Dnieper. 

2. Poretchie, on the river Kafplia, falling into fhe Duna. 

3. Dukortchina, on the Dnieper. 

4. Bieloi, on the iinall river Vobiflia, falling into the Mefiia, which difeharges itfel£: 

into the Duna. 

5. Sytcherlk, on the river Vafufa, falling into the Volga. 

6. Gfhatfk, or Glhat, on the river .Gfiiar, falling into the Vafiifa. 

7. Viafma, on the river Viafma, falling into the Dnieper. • 

8. Dorogobufh, on the Dnieper. 

9. Y ukhnof, on the XiTgra, falling into the Occa. 

10. Felna, oil the Defna. , • 

n. Roftarl, oh the Ofter, which falls into the Sofh. 

12. Krafnoi, on a rivulet which falls into the Dnieper. 

X.— Government of Poktfk. 

Difmembered fk>m Poland by the Treaty of Partition in i772.~kContams devese. 
diltnfts. X 

I. Polotlk, on the Duna, at the mouth of the Imall river Polota. 
s> Drifla, or Dryfin, on the river Drifla, foiling into the Duna. 

3. Dunaburgh, on the right fide of the Duna. 

4. Refitza, on the rivulet Refiza, or Rofxtten, falling into the lake Liubahn. 

* 5. LiutziOj* 
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5. l.iutzin, on the river Li/ha, which falls into the river Velikaja. 

6. Sebefh, on-the lake Sjpbelh. 

7. Nevel, on the lake Nevel. 

8. Vifebfic, on the Duna. 

9. Goroaetzk, or Gorodok, bn a rivulet falling into the Duna. 

10. Velifli, on the Duna. 

11. Surafli, on the Duna. 

XI .—Government of Mohilef. 

Difmembered alfo by the Treaty of Partition in 1772.—Contains eleven diftrlds. 

1. Mohilef, on the Dnieper. 

2. Kopyfs, on the Dnieper. 

3. Oriha, on the Dnieper. 

4. Sennoi, near lake Sennoie, communicating with the Duna. 

5. Babinovitchi, on the river Liitcholfa, falling into the Duna. 

0. Milhiflaf, on the river Vokra, falling into the Sofli. 

7. Klimovitchi, on the river Ofter, falling into the Solh. 

8. I'fchaufy, on the river Pronja, falling into the Solh. 

9. Staroi Bykhof, on the Dnieper, 

10. Rogatchef, near the PolUh frontiers, where the river Drutz, or Drugez, falls 

into the Dnkper. 

11, Belitzy, on a riVulet falling into the Sofli. 

X \h—^Governme7tt of Orel. 

Once a province of the government of Bielgorod.—Contains, thirteen diftricls. 

1. Orel, on the rivers Occa and Orel. 

2. Kromy, on the Occa. 

3. Mzenlk, on the rivulets Sufl^a and Menza, falling into the Occa. 

4. Bolkof, on the river Nugra, falling into the Occa. 

5. Livny, on the left fide of the river SoiTna, falling into the Don. 

6. Feletz, on the left fide of the river Sofiha. 

7. Siefik, on the river Sief, falling into the Defna. 

8 . Maloi Arkhangcltk, on the river Soflna. 

9. Dmitroffk, on the rivulet Nerufei^ falling into the Sief. 

10. Defhkin, on the Occa. 

11. Trubtehefik, on the left fide of the Defna. 

12. Branlkj'on the Defna. 

13. Karatchef, on the rivulet Snefet, falling intone I)efna. 

'^Wl.-^Government of Kaluga,' 

Formerly a province in the government of Mofeow.—Contains twelve dillridls. 

1. Kaluga, Qj^ the Occa. * • 

2. Maloiaroiuavetz, on the fmaH^sriver Luflia, falling into the Occa. 

3. Barovlk, on the river Protva^ falling into the Occa. 

4. Tarufl'a, on the Occa. 

5. Likhvin, on the left fide of the OcCa. ^ 

6 . Kofelk, on the left fide of the fiiiall river Shifdra^/alling.into the Occa. 

7. Medynik, on a rivulet falling into the Ugra. - ' 

14 8 . Peremyfchl, 
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8 . jPeremyfchl, on the left fide of the Occia. 

9i Mechovlk, on a rivulet falling into the Shifdra. 

10. MolTaWk, on a fmall river falling into the Ugra. 

11. Serpdlk, on the fmall river Serpei, falling into the Ugra. 

12. Shifdra, on the river of the fame name. 

-Government of Mofcow. 

One of the moll antient and moft confpicuous provinces of the Ruffian empire. Its 
capital, Mofcow, built ib 1147, was the refidence of the fovereign, till Peter the Great 
transferred the feat of empire to Peterfburgh.—Contains fifteen dittrids. 

1. Mofcow, on the river Mofcva, falling into the Occa. 

2. Kolomna Mofcva, about five verfls from its jundion with the Occa. 

3. Branitzy, on the Mofcva, between Mofco and Kolomna. 

4. I’odol, or Podollk, on the river Pakria, falling into the Mofcva. 

5. Nihitlk, on the fame river. * 

6. Serpukhof, on the river Nara, four verfls from itgjjundion with the Occa. 

7. Vereia, ori the Protva, falling into the Occa. 

8. Molhaiik, on the fmall river Mofliaika, falling into the Mofcva. 

9. Rufa, on the left fide of the riversRufa, falling into Mofcva. 

JO. Volkrefenk, on the river Ifter, falling into the Mofkva. 

11. Svenigorod, on the Mofcva, near the mouth of the Ifter. 

12. Voloklamlkoi, or Voiokolampfk, on the river Lama, falling into the Scoflia, 

which difcharges itfelf into the Volga. 

13. Klin, on the river Seftra falling into the Dubnia, which joins the Volga. 

14. Dmitrof, on the fmall river Vakhroma, which, uniting with the Seftra, forms 

the river Dubnia. 

15. Bogorodfk, on the river Kliafma. 

XV.— Government of Tula. 

Formerly a province of the government of Mofcow.—‘Contains twelve diftrids. 

1. Tula, on the river Upa, falling into the Occa. 

2. Krapirna, on the fame river. 

3. Odeief, on the fame river. 

4. Venef, on the rivulet Venelka, falling into the Offetr, which joins the Occa. 

5. Alexin, on the Occa. 

6. Kachira, on the lame river. 

7. Bagoroditzk, on the river Upa. 

8. Tfchem, on the rivulet of the fame name, fitlh'ng into the Sulha, which flows 

into the Occa. 

9. Novofyl, on the rivulet Nerutcha, falling into the Sufha. 

• 10. Bielef on the Occa. 

11. Epiphan, on the Don. . ‘ 

12. Ephremoi^ or Yepfiremof, on the river Metcha, falling into d e Don. 

Government }f Refan. 

Formerly a province of the government of Mofcow.—Contains twelve diftrids. 

* I. Refan, on the Trubefh, falling into the Occa. 

3 . Sarailh, on the river Ofetr. 


3. Pronlk, 
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'■y PronfV, on tin* river Proiica, falling into the Occa. 

4. Mikhailof on the river Pronca. 

5. Skopin, on the fmall river Rarfvf, falling into the Occa. 
r 6. Riachk, on a rivulet foiling into the Voronelk. 

7 * Kaflimof, pn the Occa. 

8. Raninburgli, on the river Refe, falling into the Voronefh. 

9. Spafk, on the Occa. 

i o. Yegorief, or Yegorjeffiv, on a fmall river falling into the Occa. 

11. Sapo/hok, on a river failing into the Occa. ' 

12. Donkof, or Daukof, on the Don. 


XVII.— Government of Yolodomir. 

Formerly a province of the government of Mofeow.—Contains fourteen diftrifts. 

1. Volodimir, or Vladimir, on the river Kliafma. 

2. Sufdal, on a rivulet falling into the Kliafma. 

3. Yurief Pollkoi, on a ft*ll river falling into the Kliafma. 

4. Alexandrof, or AlexandroWk, on the river Schernia, falling into the Kliafma. 

5. Kovrof, on the river Kliafma. 

6. Pokrof, on the fame river. ‘ 

7. Gorokhovetzk, on the fame river. 

8. Sudogda, on a river of the fame name, falling into the Kliafma. 

9. Viafniki, on the rWer Kliafma. 

1 o. Murom, on the Occa. 

11. Pereflavl Salelkoi, on the rivulet Trubefh, falling into the lake of Percflavl. 

12. Schuia, on the river Tefs, falling into the Kliafma. ,, 

13. Kirfhatch, on a rivulet falling into the Kliafma. , ' 

14. Melenki, on the fmall river Unfha, falling into the Occa, 


Gover 7 meni ofTaroJlaf. 

Formerly a province of the government of Mofeow.—Contains twelve didrids. 

1. .Yaroflaf, on the Volga, where the river Kotorofl falls into it. 

2. Roftof, on the north fide of the fmall lake Nero, called therefore the lake of 

R<iftof, communicating with the Volga by the river Kotorpfl. 

3. Bariflbglebfk, on the Volga. 

4. Romanof, on the Volga, oppofite to the laft mentioned town. 

5. Danilof, on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 

6. Liubim, on the river Negra, falling intp the Kaftroma. 

7. Pocheckhon, or Pochekhonle, on the river Sagoflia, falling into the Schekfna. 

8. Uglitch; on the Volga. • , 

g. Rybnoi, on the Volga. 

10. Mychkin, on the Volga. 

11. Petroflk, on- a fmall river falling'into the lake Nero. 

12. Mologa, onuhe Volga, 

WH.—f^lyvernjncnt of Vologda. 

Formerly the largeft of all the Ruffian European governments, as it contained the 
provincesof Vologda,. Archangel, and Veliki-Ufting. 

8 'Phis 
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»» 

This goverflifisnt is divided two provinces* Vologda and VclikijUfliug# 

Troviiice of Vislogda contains 'Sivg dlftrifls. 

1; Vologda* on the river Vologda* filling into die Sukhoaa> 

2. 'Griabvetss* on a river fatlipg mto the Sukhonat. * 

3. Kadnikof, on a river falling IJkewife into the Sukhona* 

4. Totma, on the left Ode of the 3ukhona4 

5. Vcleik, or Vellk, on the river Vaga. 

Province of Veliki-Uftiug contafos feven diftrifls. 

1. Uftiug-Veliki, bn the river Sukhona* 

2. Nikolik, on a rivulet falling into the Snldionsu 

3. Lalfk, on the fmall river l^iala* tailing into the Luia. 

4. Solvytchegodfk, or Solivytehegodfle, on the liver Vytehegda. 

5. Krafnoborik, on the left fide of the Dvintu 

6. Yarenlk, on the right fide of the Vytehegda* where it takes in the fnlall river 

Yarenga. 

7. Uflfyfolk, on the river Syffol* falling about a verft below this town into the 

Vytehegda, 


XX.—-G(nifmment oj Archan^U 

Formerly included in the Government of Vologda.-^Contains feven difirids* 
t. Archangel, on the Dvina, about Seventy verue from its mouth* 

2. Koltnogori, on the Dvina. ' 

3. Schenkurfk, on the river Vaga. 

4. Pineg, on the right fide of the Dvina* \yhcre the river Pinega frills into it, 

5. Onega* on the river Onega* in Rufilan Lapland* 

6. Kola, on the river Kola, near the Bay of Kola, in the Frozen Ocesn. 

7. Mefen, on the river Mefen* falling ^nto the Frozen Sea. 

XXl»—CrOvernment of Kojifoma, 

Formerly included in the government of Mofeow} two provinces* A* Itofrroma* 
B. Un{ha.-—Contrin8 eleven diftrifbs. 

1. Koflroma* near the mouth of the Volga. 

2. Nerechta, on a rivulet Mliig into the Volga 

3. Plcfs, on the Volga. . 

4. Kadyi, on a rivulefc falling into the Volga. ^ 

5. Bui* on the river Kofrruma* wbfire it takes in the river Vara. 

6 . GaUtch* on the lake of that nattus cotdmnmcating with the river Koihroma by 

the fmaU rivulet Vara. 

7. Tchuckhloma* near the lake of the frine name. 

8. SelgaUtzk* on the Kofhnma« 
g. Kinechma, on the Volga* ^ 

10. Yurievetz Povolfrki* on the Volga, three verfis below the mouth of the Unfha. 

11. Lukh* oifta river falling into the Volga, n 

B. Province of Un£ha.«.^Con 4 !ns three diHrids. 

1. Makarief* on the Dnfha. ^ 

2. Vamovln, on the river Veduga. 

3. Vetluga, on the fame river, 

voi*. tn, 50 
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Government of Nejhnei Novo^orodt 

^Contains thirteen diftrids. - 

1. Niflinm Novogorod, on the Vdlga, below the mouth of the Occa. 

■ a. Balakhna, on the right fide of the Volga. 

3. Arfainas, on the fmall river Telha, falling into the Occa. 

4. Makarief on the Volga. 

5. Vaflill, on the Volga, 

6 . Semenof* on the rivulet Kerlhenz, falling into the Volga. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

7. Ardatof, on the river Telh, falling into the Occa, • 

8. Gorbatof, on. the Occa. 

9. Sergatch, on the river Piana, falling into the Sura. 

10. Perevos, on the fame river. 

j i. Kniaginin, on a rivulet falling into the Volga. 

12. Lykaianof, on the upper part of the Telh, 

13. Potchinki, on the river Atator, falling into the Sura. 

XXIII.— Government of Cafan, 

Conquered from theTartars bylvanVaflihevitch II in 1552.—Contains thirteen diflrids. 
1. Cafan, on the rivulet. Cafanka, falling into the Volga. 

а. Svialk, on the river Sviaga, a few verfts from its junQiiott with the Volga. 

3. Arlk, on the river Cafanka. 

4. Zyvillk, on the fiver Zyvil, falling into the Volga. 

5. iTchebaxar, on the Volga, near the mouth of the rivulet Tfehebaxarka. 

б. Yadrin,* on the river Sura. 

7. Kufmodemianlk on the Volga. 

8. Tzarcvokokchailk, on a rivulet Malaia Kokchaga, falling into the Volga. 

9. Tetiuki, on the Volga. 

10. Laikef, on the river Kama. 

11. Spalk, on the Volga. 

12. I'chifzopolflc, on the Kama. 

j 3. Mamadyih, on the Viatka, falling into the Kama. 

.-—Government of Shnbirjk., 

Formerly a province of the Kingdom of Cafam-r-Contains thirteen dillrifls. 

1. Simbirlk, or Sinbirlk,oa the Volga. 

2. Singilief, on the Volga. 

3. Stavropal, on the Volga. 

4. Samara, near the junSiion of the Volga and Samam. 

5. Sifran, on the Volga, Where it takes in the fmall river Sifran* 

6. Kanadeij on the river Sifran. ' 

7. Tagai, on a rivulet falling info the Sviaga. : 

8. Buin&, oft the river Sviaga. 

9. Karfun, on a fmall river falli^ into the Sura.. 

10. Kotiakof, on the right fide o| the river Sura. : .. 

11. Ardatof, on the Alator, ' 

12. Alatoc, on the Sura, where it takes in the Alator., 

13. Kurmyk, on the Sura. 
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XXy.^Oowmnient of Pekza. 

Formerly a province of GMan.—Cont»na thirteen diltrids* 
ti Penza, on the river Siirti, where it recdvtAi the rivulet Peni'a. 

2. MpkehainCk, wed of Penzaw ^ 

3. Infara, on the river Infara^ falling into the Mokcha. 

4. Verkhnei Lomof, on the river Lomof. ^ 

5. Niihnie Lomof, on the fame river/ 

6 . Narovtchat> on a rivulet filling into the Mokcha« which joins the Occa. 

7. Troitzk, on th^ Mokcha. * 

8. Krafnoflobodlk, on the fame river. 

9. Scheckeief, on a rivulet falling into the Alator. 

I o. Saranlk, on another rivulet falling into the Alator. 

11. Goroditch, on a r^^^^ulet falling into the Sura. 

12. Kerenfk, on a rivulet falling into the Mokcha. 

13. Tchembar, on the fmall river Tchembar,“falling into the Vorona, which ilows t» 

the Khoper. 

■ XXVl.—Government of Tanbof. 

Formerly part of the governmenfof Voronetz.—Contains thirteen didrids. 

I . Tambof, on theriver Zna, which falls into the M9kcha. 

2. Schatfk, on the rivulet Schat, falling into the Zna. 

3. Kadom, on the Mokcha. < 

4. Temnikof, oh the fame river. 

5. Iclatma, on the Occa. 

6. Kollof, on the rivulet Ufnoi Voronetz. 

7. Uflman, oh the fmaU river Uffman, falling into the Voro nez. 

8. Lebedian, on the Don. 

9. Boridbglebfk, on Khoper. 

10. Morca, on the Zna. > 

11. Spalk, on a rivulet falling into the Mokcha. 

12. Kirf&nof, on th^ Voroha, falling into the Khoper. 

13. Lipetzk, on the Voronetz. 

XXyill*’^^ovemment of Voronetn. i 
Contains fifteen didrids. 

1, VoBonetZjOnthe riverVoronefb,aboutfourteenverd8fromitsjondioawith theDon. 

2. Sadonfk, on the Don. . 

'3. Semlianfk, on ai rivulet filing in the Don. 

4. Nifhnedevitzk^ oh the rivulet Devitza,*faUing into the Don. 

5. Korotoian, oh the Don. 

6. : Bobrof, on the Biliuk/falling into the Don. 

7. Biriitch, on the river Sofna, falling into'the pW. 

8. OdrogOii^k, on a rivulet filing into SolhaJ ‘ 

9. Pavlovfk, on the Don., ^ 

10. Kalitva, on the rivulet Kalitva, falling inw the Don. 

11. Bogutchar, on a rivulet ofthe fame namej felling into the Don. 

12. Pielovodik, on the river Derkul, felling into the Donek. 

Valuilu, on the river Ofkol, where it recaves the rivulet Valui. 

i D a 14, Livaifk, 
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14, Livenik, on th^ rivulet V»!oi. 
tj/ K,uptnfl^ on the rivulet^CMkoI, 


X,XVm#—'Giwr«»w«/ ^ Kurjk, *' 

Formerly part of the government of Welgorod.—Contains fifteen diftiids. 
1. Xurik, on the river Tukor, falling into me riyer Seim, or Sera, 
tt. 'I^gof^'ott the Seim. 

34 Rylil^ on the (i|pie river, 

4. FretiVe on the iarne river, 

5. Fatcfl], on a rivulet htlling into the Svopa. 

6. Tchig^, on a rivulet falUng into the Tiro. 

7. Tim, on jhe river of the fame name, falling into the Sofna. 

8. Oboian, on the river Pfol, 

9. Sudfiba, on a rivulet of the fame name, filing into the PfoL 
xo. Bogatoi, on the rivulet Penna, 'fiiUmg into the PIbl. 

xt. Dmitricf, on the Svopa, t 

12. Bielgorod, on the Donete. 

13. Koroteba, on the rivplet of that name, falling into the Donetz. 

14. Novoi Ofkol, on tl'o Oikol. 

15. StaiKoi O^jtol, |ihei,of that name. 

’ '^fT'^^ Gove imtnent of t^qvogojrod Sevei^oi, 

" ' ''jftut y ^e IBtraine, or Little Ruflia.Ji-ContainV\eJeyen diftrifh?. 

I, Novogorod Severikoi, on the right (bore of the Defna, 

3. Pogar, on the Sudoib, falling into the. Defna. 

3. Mgiin, on a rivulet falling into the Ipul. 

4. Starodub, on a rivulet falUng into the Sudoib. 

5. Sofhitza, on the Defna. 

6 . Korop, on thi left fhore of the fame river,' 

7. Korolevetz, on a rivulet falling into the Defna. 

• S. Glukhof, on the river Yefroa, falling into the Seim. 

9. Konotpp, on a rivulet falliitg into the Seim* 
to. Suralh, or Suraihfk, on the Ipul. 

11. Novomefhik, on the fame river. 


XXX.—Gov«r»Jwr«/ (f^cbemigif 

Formmiy part of the Ukraine.^jConuuns eleven 
1. Tchemigof, on the right fhore of the Defna. 

а. Berefiia, or Bcreiln, on the Defna. ^ . 

3. Oorodmzk^ on a rivulet falling into the Snof, whudv joins the Soft^ 

4. Nediin, on the OOer, falling int^ the Defhsu 

5. Romen, o^ Romna, on the river Suja* 

б. Glinfk, on the feme river* x , . ^ 

7. PrUuki, on the Ddai, feUidf 4 to th^ Su^ . <, 

8. Burfna, on a rivulet ot tkeTame, falling into ftie Defiia. 

9. Lokhvitza, on the river Sula. 

10, Gaditch, on the Pfol. 

u. Sepkof» on a rivulet felling mto the Pfol. 

T . g 
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t 

lilkSXt'^Govemmeta ^Kiof. 

I 

Beings part of the Ukraine, or UktleRaffia, was once sf duchy belonging to the Great 
Dukes, and Kiof, the capital, was theij principal residence. This country was conquered 
by the Tartars, came again into the poffeffion of the Greaf Dukes, but was over-r# 
and pofleffi'd by the Conacks, under the proteQion of Poland. * 

In 1654, the natives difeontented with John Cafimir, King of Poland, fubroitted to 
Ruffia, and have ever fince continued fubje^ to that empire. The vaft privileges en¬ 
joyed by the natives ha]^ been gradu^ly aboliihcd, and they are now reduced to the 
fame Hate as the oi^er jiVovinces of the Ruffian empire.«-»Contains eleven diilri^. 

X. Kiof, on the Dnieper. 

2. Ojjer, on the Defna. 

3. Kofelatz, on the OHer. 

4. Piriatin, on the Udau 

5. **PeriaiIaf, on theXrubelh, falling into the Dnieper. 

6. Solotonok, on a rivulet of the Ikme name, falling into the Dnieper. 

7. Lubny, on the river Sula. 

8. Khorol, on the river of the fatge name, falling into tbePfoU 

9. Migorod, on the fame river. 

10. Goltva, on the Pfol, 

11. Goroditche, on the Dnieper. 


XXlSll.'-*^Gevemment ^ Khark<^ 

Formerly comprifed in the government of Ukrania Slorodfkaia.«->Contain5 £ffeej» 

<hHri6b. 

1. Kharkof, on the Uda, htlling into the Donetz. 

2. Tchuguief, on the Donetz. 

3. Ifium, on the fame rivei*. 

4. Woitcbanfk, on a rivulet falling into the Donetz. 

5. Solatchef, on the Uda. 

0. Walki, on a rivulet falling into Hie Donetz^ 

7. Bogodokhof, on the Mlrlo, falling into the Vorl|tlB., 

8. Krafnokuilk, on the fame river. ' 

9. Akhtyrka, on the rivulet Akhtyrka, filing ixuo the lefs fhore of the Worikla, 

10. Khotmyfk, on the Vorifcla. H . 

11. Lebedin, on a rivulet Olchanka, felling into the Pfpl. 

12. Sumy, on the right ffiorh of the Pfol* 

X3. Miropolie, tm the feme river* 

14. Nedrigailof, on the river Suhu 

15. Bielopplie, ofi^i rivulet felling into the Srim. 


^ W EcaUrtvmJl^* 

This governme^ confeins the greeteft part of that territory which was Wfufted by the 
prefent Emprefs fittim the Turlm, mid ci^prizes Mew RtHfia, Hie former govemment 
of Azof, and Crim TartaiVr, • * » 

It k divided into two^ provinces of Gatherinenfiaf and Taurida* 


Province 
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f Province of Catherinenilaf contains fourteen difl:ri£l;s« 

I. Catherinenflaf, on the Dnieper. 

3 . Poltava* on the Vorlkla. ' 

3. Kremcntchuk* on the Dmeper. 

4. Elifabetbgrad* on the Ingul, falling into the Bog. 

5. Alexandria, on the Inguletz, falling into the Dnieper. 

6. Kherfon, on the Dnieper, about fourteen verfls below the mouth the Inguletz. 

7. Stavenfk, on the Dnieper. 

8. Novomorfleofle, on the Dnieper. 

9 Pavlograd, on a river falling into the Dnieper. 

to. Mariupal, on a river near the fca of Azof, 

11. Bakhmuh, on the river of that name, falling into the Donetz. 

1 3 . Donetzk,on river Donetz. 

13, ConftantinogrM, on the Orel, falling into the Dnieper. 

14. Alexopohk, on the fame river? 

Province of Taurida, or Grim Tartary. 

This fertile peninfula, the great mart of commerce in the Black Sea, was colonizeu 
for the purpofes of trade by the Greeks, Romans, G^noefe, occupied by the Turks 
under Mahomet the Second, and governed ,by the Khan of the Tartars, a vaflal to the 
Porte. On the peace of Kainardh in *774» it was declared an independent fovereignty, 
taken poffeniotl of by Catharine tl. on the abdication of the Khan Sahtm Gerai, m 
1783, and confirmed to Ruifia by the Porte in'the jTame year by the treaty of Conftan- 
tinople. 'I'he Emprefs has revived feveral of th& antient Greek names. — Contains 
feven diftrifts. 

I. Levkopol, formerly Achmet-fehitt. 

3. Synpheropol, formerly Efki Krim, i. e. Old Crimea. 

3. Eupatoria, formerly Koflof, or Goflevc. 

4. Perekop. 

5. Phanagoria, on the illand of Taman. 

P. Dneprovlk, on the Dnieper. 

7. Melotopol, on the river Melotchnie. 

XXXTV.—Government of Caucafm, 

>1 »■» 

Divided into two provinces, AAracan and Caucafuel^bat not yet fubdivided into 

diftrias. 

Ailracan was conquered from the Tattan^, by Ivan VaOlUevitcb. 

Province of Caucafus will comprize the Cprai^^nd all that dfftria to the eaA and 
foutb, now in the poifellion of Rufiia, between the rivers Don and Cqban, and between 
the Cafpian and the Euxtne, extending as far ag the confines of Georgia, and continu* 
ally augmenting by the reduaion and fubmifiion of the wandeiing hordes of Mount 
Caucafus. 


of $arat(f. 

, Formerly a prorince of Aftracan.~-Comain8 eleven diftrias. 
I. Saratof, on the Volga. 

3. VoUk, on the fame river. 


Khvalynfk, 
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3* Khvalyii(k,-oathefikineriver., 

4. KufnetRk, on a rivulet falling into the Sura. 

5. Serdobik* on the river Serdoba, felling into the Khoper. 

. 6. Petroflk, on the Medveditza. ‘ 

S . Atkar, or Atkarik, on the river Atkara, felling ihto the Medreditza. 

. Balakcf, on the river Khdper.'"* ' . . 

9. Khoperlk, forraerly Novokhoperlki oiu'tibe fame river. 

10. Kamychin, called formerly Bmitrefik, on the right fide of the Volga. 

11. Tzaritzyn, on the Volga. 

XXXVI.—Gflorrwwfn/ ofVfa, 

Formerly included in the government of Orenburgh, is divided into two provinces, 
Ufeand Orenbui^h. 

Province of Ufe contains nine difiri^. 

i; Ufa, on the right fide of the Btelaia, a few’ verfts beneath the mouth of the river 
Ufa. 

2. Birlk, on the river Bielala. 

3. Menfclinik, on the river Menfel, felling into the Ik. 

4. Bugulm, or Bugulminfk, on the Buguim, a rivulet felling into the Ik. 

5. Bogoroftan, on a river felling into the Samara. 

6. Belebeief, on a rivulet felling into the Diema, which flows into the Bielaia. 

7. SterUtamak, on the fmall river Sterlia, felling into the Bielaia. 

8. Ichalyabinlh, on the river Mijap. 

9. Troitzk, on the river Ui. 

Province of Orenburgh contains four diflrifb. 

1. Orenburgh, on the Ural, forraerly the Yaik. 

2. Verkhouraiik, on the Ural. 

3. Bufulutzk, on the Samara, near the river Bufuluk. 

4 Sergieffk, on the river Samara. 

XXXVII.-^^evcrwwrnf pf Viaikat 
Formerly a proyi^p^^O^Cifelan contains thirteen difiri^< 

I. Viatka, formerly Kblpoif^on the Viatka. 

2. Slobodfk,' on the Viatka. 

3. Katelnich, on the Viatka. 

4. Orlbf, on the Viatka. • 

5. Faranik, on a rivulet.felKng intb the'Viatka* 

6. Nolinfk, on the Voia, felling into the Viatka. 

7 . Glalbf, on a river falling into the Viatka. 

0. Urlhum, on the \latka. 

9. Malmyc^on the fame river. 

10. TzarevolS^tchurfk, on the river Kokchai^, felling into the Volga, 

11. Sarapul, on the Kama. 

12. Felabug, on the feme river. 

13. Kri, on the fame river. 


XXXVIII.— 
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, XKXVlll.'^Govenmwnt of Perm* * 

Formerly a province* of Gafan>—contains two provioces. 

A, Province of Perm. *B. Province of Catharinenburgh. 

Contains eight dift rifts. 

1. Perm, on the Kama, where the i^vcr Zegochcklia falls into it. 

а. Solkamilk, on the fmall river Uffolka, falling into the Kama. 

3. Tcherdyn, on the river Kolva, falling iifto the Vjftera. . 

4. Obvin, on the Kamalk, near the mi>«th of the Obva. 

5. Okhanfk, or Akhanlk, on the Kama. 

5 . Offa, on the left fhore ot the Kama, where it receives the rivuUt Oflinl.'i 

7. Krafnoufimfk, on the Ufa. 

8. Kungur, on the riVer Sylva. 

B. Province of Catharinenbur^, 01 Echaterinenburgh, 

Formerly included in the government of Tobolfk.—Contains feven difl.rift'' 

1. Catharinenburgh, on the river Iflct, not far from its origin. 

2. Schadrinlk, on the left fhore of the Iflct 

3. Dolmatof, on the left ffeore of the Iflet. 

4. Kamychloffk, on the river Pychma. 

5. Irbitz, on the ftnlall river Irbit, falling into the Nitza. 

б , Alapaiefik, on the fmall river Alapdkha» .falling into the Ndva. 

7, Verkhotuiie,onthe Tura. 

XXXIX.—Go'yfr«/Hr«t qfTobolJ/i, 

Comprehends the wellern part of Sibwia, the conqueft of which country, began by 
Yermac Timofeef in 1579, during the reign of Ivan Vaflilievitch 11 ., was linally con¬ 
cluded before the death of Feodor IvanovHch, in 1598. 

It is divided into the two provinces txf ^^obolik and Tomfk, 

Province of ToboUi£*i(K>i]^ns ten diftrifts. 

1. ' Tobolfk, on the Irtyfh, oppofite to tke of'the Tobol. 

2. Tiunten, on the Tura. 

3. Turinfk, on the Tpra. 

4. Berefof, on the Soffva, Ming into the Ob. 

5. Surgut, on the Oby. 

6. Tara, on the Irtyfh. 

7. Yalutoroffk, on the Tobol. 

8. Kurgan, on the liver Kui^an. 
gj Ichimfk, on the river Ichim. 

10. Omfk, on the Irtyfh, near th^ mouth of the Om. 

, Province of TomfkJ—contains fix diftri^., 

1. Tomfk, on the river Tom. 1 

2. Kunfk, on the river Om. ' 

3. Narym, on the Oby, below the mouth of the Ker. 

4. Magafeia, or Turukhanfk, on the Yemfa. 


3, Taoi- 
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5. Yemfeifk» on the river Yenifei. 

fc- Atchinik. on the river Tcholym, falling into th§ Ob. 

XL.— Cox^rnment of Kolyvati. 

*’ • 

Formerly includcjl in the government of Tobolftc.—Conlaino five dlftrifts, 

1. Kolyvan, the new capital of this government, on the Oby, near the mouth of the 

Bcrda, known before the inftitution of this government under the name of 
Bcrdjkol 

2. Scmipalat, on the Irtyfh. 

3. Biiik, on the river Bi, or Biia, which, by uniting with the Katunia, forms the 

river Oby. 

Kufuezk, on the river Tom, oppofiteto the mouth of the Kondoma. 

5. KraiTnoiarflc, on the river Yeniici, where it receives the Katcha- 

X LL—Gourrfftw/j/ ef Irhttzk, 

The largcft.and leafl: peopled government in Ruflia, coirijirifes all the caftern part 
of Siberia, from the Northern Ocean to the frontiers of Chinefe Tartary, and from the 
boundaries of the government of Tobolik to the Eaftcrn Ocean. This large territory 
w as gradually conquered and appropriated by the Ruffians in tliar defultory excorfions 
fi'oin I’obollk. 

It is divided into the four provinces of Irkutzk, Nertlhinik, Yakutlk, and Okotzk. 

Province of Irkutzk contains four diftrifts. 

1. Irkutzk, on the Angara, oppofite to the mouth of the river Irkut. 

2. Kirenik, on the l.ena, above the mouth of,the Kirenga. 

3. Nilhnic-Udinlk, on the river Uda, falling Into the Upper Tungulka. 

4. Vt-rflmei-Vedinflc, on the river Veda, felling into the Selenga. 

Province of Nertfhinik contains four diftrids. 

X. Nertfhinik, on the Ncrtcha, fellinginto the Schilka. 

2. DoronintK, on the Ingoda. • 

3. Bargufinfk, on the river BargufinJ felling into the lake Baikal. 

4. Stretinfk, on the Schilka. 

Province of Yakutfk contains five diftrids. 

X* Yakutlk, on the Lena. 

2. Olekminlk, on the Lena, fcveral verfts above the mouth of the Olekma. 

3. Olenik, i town to be creded on ihe river Olenek. 

4. Schiganfle, on the Lena, about eight hundred verfts from Yakuzk. 

5. Sachiverfk, on the Indigirka. 

Province of Okotzk contains four diftrids. 

X. Okotzk, on the mouth of the Okota, felliug into a bay of theEaftern €)ce^. 
a. Ichiginflt;. on the hiouth of the river Ichigina, felling into the bay of Penfhina. 

3. Aklanfk,\n thefmall river Akianf felling into the nver Penlhina. 

4. Nifhnic-Kamtchatka, on the river Kanitchatka, about thirty verfts from its 

mouth. 
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SINCE this volume was ptlntocl, the Reverend Mr. Smirnove, chaplain to the Ruf- 
fian l“gation in London, has publilhed a Hurvey of the Ruffian hmpire\ which enume- 
nt :the governn)''nts asiu 1792, and difFersin a few inllances from the geographical 
dlvdions iormed in 1782 and 1785, which are given in this volume. 


The RutTian empire is divided into 

I. The Northern Region. 

II . The Middle Region. 

HI. U’hc Southern Region. 


I. The Northern Region contains the fol¬ 
lowing Governnicntb: 

I. St. Poterfburg. . 

1. rchangel. 

3. Olouetz. 

4. Vyhorg, or Wyburgh. 

<i. Revel. 

6. Riga. 

7. Pfeov. 
h. Tver. 

9. Novogorod, 

10. Vologda. 

11. YarofI.ivl. 

12. Koftroma. 

13. Viaika. 

14. Pirme. 

15. Tobollk. 

IL The Middle Region contains: 

16. Mufeov. 

17. Smolchfk. 
iH, Polotlk. 

19. MoghiU'v. 

20. Tichernigov. 

21. Novgorod SieverlLoi. 

22. Kharkov. 


23. Kourlk. 

24. Orel. 

25. Kdlouga. 

26. Tuola. 

27. Riazanc. 

28. Vladimir. 

29. Nizney Novgorod, 

30. Kazane. 

31. Sinbirfk. 

32. Penza. 

33. Tambov. 

34. Voronez. 

35. Saratov. 

36. Oufa. 

The hordes of Kirghis kaifacks. 

37. Kolhyvane. 

38. Iikoulflc. 

The Kourillkie illands. 

'I'he Aleouiilkie illands. 

III. The Southern Region contains; 

39. Kiev. 

40. Ekatherinollav. 

41. The province ol Tavrida. 

' 42. Habitations of the Don Kozaks. 

43. The government ol Caucalus. 


Many qf the new territorial acquifitions made by Catharine the Second, were not 
formed into regular, governments at her death. Thcle acqqifuion^ coufilled of the 
dillricl of Otebakof, thofe parts of Poland vnljich were diJinembered^y Rudia 1793 
and 1795, and Comland. j 

Paul made Ionic alterations in the go|'crnmcnts, and particularly changed the name 
of Ekatherinollav into New RulTia, from antipathy to his mother. He hkewife made 

IA fcvcral 
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feveral changes in the laws and adininiftratiori, which have been fmce abrogated by the 
prefent Emperor, and the whole empire is again modelled according to Jlie ordinances 
of Catharine, 

No. V .—Anecdotes of Prince Potemkin. 

1 AVAIL myfclf of this new edition, to give fome anecdotes of this extraordinar); 
man, who governed Rufiia with no lefs defpotic authority than McntchikoF or Biron. 
Thel'e anecdotes I colledled in the courfe of iny travels ia Rsiiliaj but withheld them 
from the public during the livCvS of the Emprefs and Potemkin. 

Gregory ALEXANDROvircri Potemkin was defeended from an ancient and 
noble family, feated in the province of Smolenlko; at an early period he entered into 
the army, and, at the revolution, dillinguiihcd himfelf among the partizans of the 
Emprefs. He fignalized himfelf under Marlhal Romanzof, in his campaign againfl; 
the Turks, and was deputed by Count Peter f’anin to deliver the keys of Bender to 
the Emprefs, when it capitulated to the Rudians In 1770. Before this period, Po« 
temkin aftedted a violent paflion for the Emprefs, and in the private audience, when he 
prefented the keys, made a declaration of his attachment with fuch warm expreflions 
and wild gellures, as feemed to indicate that love had deranged his intellodts. Catha¬ 
rine, at this time fafeinated by Orlof, was not touched by thefe marks of paflion, though 
flie overlooked and forgave them \ yet they operated to his advantage, when Potemkin 
was afterwards introduced as a favourite by Alexey Oriof, after the clifmiffion of his 
brother, with a view to counreraft the cabals of Panin and Romanzof, PotcmlMn 
continued to occupy that poll only fifteen months. He received the ufuai order to ab- 
fent himfelf from court; but foon afterw^ards contrived to regain his political influence,^ 
though he W'as; compelled to yield to anew favourite. 

From that period he maintained an afccndancy over the councils of the Emprefs, 
and at his will introduced and diftnilFed the fuceeffivc favourites. During the favour 
of Count Panin, the power of Potemkin was counterbalanced by his influence, but, on 
his difgrace, rofe fuperior to all coutroul. 

He was perfedly acquainted with the temper and difpofition of the Emprefs. In 
his intercourfe, he affected to indulge a great fpint of independence, returned only la¬ 
conic anfwers to pages written w’lh her own hand, and governed her, no lefs by re- 
moriftrating againfl: her weakneffes, than by adrainiftering to her pafliftns, . He gave a 
ftriking proof ofthis fpirit on the death of Lanflioi. The Emprefs was fo affedled with 
the lofs of this ftivourite, that fhe funk, like Elizabeth on the death of Eflex, into a ftate 
of defpondehey. She Chutherfelf up in her apartment, adraiued fcarcely any one into 
her prefence but the filler of Lanlkof, and fed her melancholy, by vifning the tomb 
which ili6 had eredted to his memory. All bufmefs w'as fufpended. At this crifis Po- 1 
teihkin arrived from the Crimea, and.rcmonllrated againfl; her weaknefs in fuch ftrong 
terms, that fhe burft into fears, and complained to Lanlkoi’s filler of his harili and un¬ 
feeling condutl. His jraportunities, howevpr, finally prevailed ; and one evening flie 
fuddenly quitted Zarikoe Zelo, and repaired to the capital, where her grief gradually 
fubfided. Catnarine never forgot Potemkin’| franknefs; Ihe frequently declared her 
obligations to him, who alone ventured to riu^her from her defpQudency; loaded 
him with higher honours, and repofed in him adWiional confidence.,., - 

His honours, titles, and employments exceeded in number and diflinflion thofe ever 
before poffcfl'ed by h fubje£l: to enumerate them would occupy no lefs than two or 

cEs 'three 



7<S4 «oxb'$ |M RuasiA, 

H 

throe papjcs j I (haU therefore con fine‘myfelf to his principal difttn^kions'. He was dig* 
nified tvith afl the Ruflian orders of knighthood, a'nd the principal ordc^rs of Prufiia, 
Svrttlcn, and\Poland. He was'field-niarflial, continander in chief, and infp^or-gene- 
ral of all the Ruffian furoos, colonel of the Prcabafhifilki guards, and of three regiments 
of cuiraffiers, grenadiers, and dragoons, and prefident of the college of war. H6 wan 
gratid admiral of the Euxine and (lafplan, grand heiraan of the Coffacs, and governor* 
general of ihe provinct. s ot Ekaiheriuoflaf and Taunda, Ho wasalfo created a Prince of 
the Gtrman empire. 

His rt venues were adequate fo his dignitic®. He received during his time of favour 
large rflafo , and 0,000,oco roubles iif laonov; he was lord over forty thoufand pea* 
fants in Polilh Ruffia, and five thoufand in Uiiffia ; he had a penfion of 75,000 roubles, 
and 30,0 0 lor hi, tabl.*. Being confidcrably in, debt by loiles at play, he took an ad¬ 
vance of his penfion for ten years j but was gratified b) the Kmprels with the continuance 
of his falaiy. 

Yet this unparalleled income was not.a Icquatc to his unbounded eKpenccs. During 
his campaigns, his march was conftanily preceded by an Englifh gardener, and fix hun¬ 
dred hclpcis'} the) fojined a gaidon in our llyle, in the cnvjroas of the fpot where the 
lent of the Prince was piulied, i vtn if he continued only a day. Walks of fand or 
gravel were laid out, and tiecoraicd with borders of flowers; trees and (|;rubs of all 
forts and fjzes were li anlplanted, and ornamental buildings imitated by temporary 
wooden flrudures; if his flay was protraQcd the withered trtjes were I'cmoved, and re- 
plenifhed with frefh plant^Atioiis. If the adjacent country produced no wood, fhrubs 
and limbs of foreft trees were conveyed from a confiderablp dillance. He purchaled 
%n enonnoiis quantity of diamonds, with which he not Only ornamented his drefs, but 
frequently atnufed hirofelf with arranging them in various figures,* ah'd loffiug them 
with a childifh faiufaftion from one hand to the other, lie laviQicd inimcnfe fums on 
his numerous miftredes, and expended (till more in buildings whiJi he never inhabited, 
or never u*ed but for the purpofe of giving magnificeut fetes. 

-One of thefe galas, which In* gave on his return from the conquefl of Crim Tartary, 
'n. his Taurian palace, is minutely delcribed in a foreign publication, which is copied 
verbatim hy the French biogranher of Hathariae the Stcoud, and literally tranftaied in 
the Englilh verfion *. 1 ne delcription of this fete feoras to realife the extravaganucs of 
an Oriental tale. 

To fupply thefe ex'pences, and gratify his paffion for amaffing riches, he drew ifpon 
the treafury foi ‘fums to an unlimited amount; and none of his drafts were ever re* 
jedted. 

He died at the clofe of the fuccefsful campaign againfl the Turks, and during the 
negociations for peace. He had been fome tlpie (lightly indifpolcd, and prulagcd his 
approaching death. At the congrds of Yaffy, he was attacked by an opidertiical dif- 
temper, which liecncrcafed by every fpecios of excels and intf'mperance; in his'jour¬ 
ney from YaflTy toNicoUief^ his fever rofe to a crifis, he Was fdxed with a violent cholic, 
alighted fi;pm his carriage, and throwing Iiindelf on the groiind, exjilred in convulfion?- 
The Euiprefs was at jirll much affedeJ with hit> death; but foop, recovered, and feemed 
plcafed with her omqncipation from his influence. ^ 

Potemkin was clumly in his perfon, but of Herculean fize and flrength. A defed 
in his eye rendered his counienante|(||,wyi‘in3 and forbidding; aud his firlf addrefs was 

* Almanaih liilloiique rt gcntalcgiqtie de Pti'ni pour I’aunce 1790. Caftcra’a Vic < 1 « Catharine IL 
and Tooke's Lite ut Cath.u i«e II. 
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not only aukwwd anti enibamfled, but even timid and didant. In mixed companies 
and with itranper?, he was filent and t'cferved; but with thofe with whom i^e was inti- 
. mate, he w-as affablf, cheerful, and indol|;;ed hiinjelf in fttindcry and farcajtic raillery, 
in which he excelled. In routs, balls, and large focieties, he was rr.^jcntly fecn 
•flantiing ifolated from the company, abforbed in liiought’ j the involumary gofture^ 
of his body, uiarkod the reftlefsncfs of his difpofition, and the ofitation of his 
mind, which leemed laj^ouring with vaft proje^ls. In fad he was fatiated with pica- 
furcs, atid nilf'erablc becaufo be had no enjoyment left to defire, and every thing to 
apprehend. , 

He was not fatisfied with his high honours and exalted ftation; but was perpetually 
fonning Ichemes of diflindion and aKgrandifenn’nt. He was foHcitous to obtain tlfe 
order of the garter, and felt extremely diiappointed that his application did not i’uccced. 
Through his influence, however, a treaty was negotiated between Great'Britain and 
Kiiflia, by which Minorca was to be ceded to the Emprefs and the whole artillery 
and llores, which were worth near a million flcrling, were to be yielded as a gratifi¬ 
cation to Erince Potemkin. In return, the Emprefs was to fend fevcral fhips of the 
liiKj to the afiiflance o‘f England* This negotiation was intcrrvipred by the capture of 
MiiioiTa. At on’e time he afpired, at the inf ligation of the court of Verfailles, to be 
llvripodar of Moldavia and Wallachiaat another, by the T geftions of the King 
(»f Pruilia, to become Duke of Courlund } and by the Houfe' * Aiiftria, he was per- 
fiiaded to afpire to the throne of Poland. All thofe fchemos, rapidly fucceeding each 
other, kept him hr a continual flate of reftiefs agitation. 

Ill’ veas extremely attached to religious ceremonies, pcticulaily to the pomp of 
the (rriek church, and was well verfod in tx^efiallical matters. Whenever difeon- 
tented with the court, of vexed with the cabauTagainft him, he cxprefled an intention 
to retire, and afleclecl an inclination to become a monk. 

'J'he room in wdiich he received company was next to his bed-chamber, con'ained a 
billiard table, and was ufuully crowded by perfolis of all ranks and nations. I have 
fi en at the lame time the principal minillcrs and generals, noblemen of the highoit 
diltiut-lion, aitifls, and mechanics;• Englifb, Freiicli, Gormans, Swedes, Dams, Per- 
fians, Georgian:, 'iurks, CahuUvS, and Tartars. Chefs boauls and back-gammon 
tables were fcaticred about die room, and the company engae/.’d in diflercnt games, 
aj> ill!, it lamy fuggtfled. lie ufually dined at three, theii retired i.ito his bed chamber, 
to take liis afternoon napi, tmd when he awoke, tiuide his appearance in this room 
w'here tlie conipany was afl'embled, fometiuies full dreilld, at^'ilicr tinrt's in his robe 
de chamlw'S and flippers, and occafionally even without flockings. He amufed him- 
felf by overlooking thofe who were playing, or in talking with the company, principally 
with foreignei s or art ills. 

Ho treated the. Ruffian nobles with great haughtjhefs; bur was aften*tveand even 
affable to foreigner., when his firfl referve was worn off. In his own houfehold he 
was kind to Ids fervaUts, and would not fuifer them to bo beaten, according to the 
cuffom of the country, though he was aware that he was the worfe fensed for mild 

He was flnguterly voracious, as well as capricious in bis appetite. Befid^s his ufual 
meals, in which he devoured indifcriminately the inoff common ’as well as the tj^ofl 
coltly difhes, he was continually eating fmall pktei and bifeuits, of which he bad a con- 
ftant fu})ply placed even at his bcd-fide. » 

Dining one day at Baron Siithcrland’s, court banker, and a member of the Englifh 
factory, ne was fo muih pleafcd with a round of beef, that lie defired the remainder, ■ 

witli 
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with the pawter dxA, and carving knife and fork, might be felt t6; his apartments in 
the palace.C It was regularly ferved at .his table, and placed oij : a fide-board in the anti¬ 
chamber, uMilit was eaten. The Prince applied to it himfelf foveral limes in the codrfe 
of the day, \pd preffed thpfe who villted him to partake of the Englilh fare. 

He was by nature and habit extremtly indolent, and often negle£i:ed the moft im¬ 
portant bufmefs j but when roufed to exertion, his: aftivity was as remarkable as his 
iupinenefS. He fometiines ftiirted fi'om, his luxurious life at Peterfourgh, and, with 
fcarcely a moment’s notice, travelled like a courier, night and day, in a common - 
kibitka ; in thtfe jourrties he adopted the food of the Ruffian pcafants, particularly the 
black bread, garlic, and faked cucumbers, until he reached the place of his deftination, 
when he re-affiimed his cuftoraary mode of living. 

He was fond of wild and expenfiye fehemes, and was always furrounded with pro- 
jedors, who continually duped and deceived him. 

A proof of his fingular and whhhfical difpofuion in the conduct of the mofl: important 
afiairs, was communicated by a perfon prefent at the following feene. Sitting after 
dinner at Karakrim, or Old Crim, in company with feveral gentlemen, both Ruffians 
and Englilh, Potemkin faid, “ let us ballot for the capital of Grim Tartary.” Taking 
up a rofe, he laid a leaf in one place, and a fecond in another, exclaiming “ let this 
be for Achmetfehit, and that for Batcheferai^ let every one put a leaf near that to 
which he gives the preference, without alleging a reafon.” All did fo, and the Prince, 
counting the leaves, found the majority for Achmetfehit, and he faid, let Achmet¬ 
fehit be the capital,” anp it became the capital. 

He warmly encouraged commerce and mannfafiures, was the great patron of learn¬ 
ing, and particularly promoted Greek Uterature. He poffefled a (juick comprehenfion, 
and furprifing raemoi7 ; his knowledge of books was generaf, though fuperficial; his 
reading was principally confined to the French belles lettres, and tranflations of the 
daffies, particularly Plutarch, and to Ruffian authors on religious ceremonies ; but the 
information which he drew from perfons of eminence in every profelfion was prodi- 
gious. 

, A well-drawn charader of this extraordinary man, by M. de Segua, French ambaf- 
fador at Peterfburgh, is given in Caftera’s Vie de Catherine II. rft edition, and in 
Tooke’s tranflation, vol. iii. p. 326. 


Chap. 
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, Chap. of Veter 111 .^Appointed Great’Dake by Elizabeth.—^fpoufes the 

Vrincefs of Anhalt'Zerbft.—^DifcoMenied.—liefides at Oranknhaum.—Jbonflrudlt a 
Fottrefs.—Dtfciplhies the Garrifon.r~intny;ues to exclude hih from the. SifcceJJion .— Di- 
feated^—Death of Elizabeth.—^Acc^on of Peter—lib Rage for Rtfoj'maiion.—Irritates 
the Clergy y Armyy and Nobles.—Enthufiajlic Admiration of the King of Priiffta.-lncon-. 
fjlent Behaviour to his Confort Catherine. - Her great Abilities, prudent Condud, and 
Popularity.—^In .Danger of being arrejicd.—Heads a Party.—Meetings of the Infiir- 
gents.—Infatuation of Peter.— Catherine eftapes from Peterhof. -^Harangues the Guards. 
—Afeends the Throne,—Her Manifcjlo,—Advances againfi the Emperor.—His Arrival 
at Peterhof.—Defpondency and irrefolutipn.—Sails to Cron/ladt.—Is refufed Admiu 
tance.—Retires to Oranienbaum.—Refgns himfelf into the Hands of the Emprefs.—Signs 
his Abdication, is conveyed a Prifoner to Robfeha, and dies.—His Body laid in State and 
interred.—Lenity of the Emprefs to his Adherentt^. 


THE revolution of 1741 placed Elizabeth, dau[;hter of Peter the Great, on the 
the throne of R’uffia. In the following year the Jinipj-efs nominated Charles Peter 
Ulric, fon of Charles Frederic Duke of Holftein Gotiorp, by Anne, her filler, fuc- 
ceflbr to the crowm. Having embraced the Greek religion, he was appointed Great- 
Duke of Rufiia, with the accuftomed formalities, and affumed the name of Peter 
Feodorovitch. In 1745 he efpoufed Sophia Augulla, daughter of Chriflian Auguflus, 
Prince of Anhalt Zerbil, who, being re-baptized according the rites of the Greek 
church, was called Catharine Alexiefna. She^ was born * in 1729, and was fixteen 
years of age at the time of her marriage. Their only iffue were the Great-Duke Paul, 
born 1754; and Anne, who was born in 1757, and died in 1761. 

During the firft years of their marriage the mod perfed union fubfifled between them, 
which was at length fucceede’a by mutual averfion and difgufi. Peter, vvhofe mind 
was warped by a bad education, and who was purpofely eftranged from political affairs, 
was held by Elizabeth in a (late of’ dependance; a prey to idlcnefs, and without the 
power of atnufmg himfelf with rational occupations of literature, he devoted himfelf to* 
the mod trifling purfuits, or to the lowed gratifications. He was perpetually befet 
wiih fpies, who made unfavourable reports of his conduct *0 the Emprefs, ever fufpi- 
cious of his intentions, and conftautiy alarmed with the dread of a revolution fimilar to 
that which had placed her upon the throne t- At Peterfburgh he had apartments in 
the imperial palace, and lived more in the dyle of a date prifoner, than of a fiicceffor 
to the crown. When the Emprefs removed to Peterhof, he redded at his favourite 
palace of Oranienbaum; where he amufed himfelf in training his fervants to military 
exercifes. The Emprefs, confidering this employment as likely to draw his attention 


* C.aiharine was born at Stettin, wfete Iier falhcr/wlio was in the Ptnfllan fervice, refided ns governor. 



into Rnflia ; Ihe evtfli burft into tears, and declared that flie woald rather marry a Count in Gcriiiany tfian 
the Great Duke. ' ' " * 


The horrors of mind which Elizabeth fufFered from apprthenfions of this kipd are fcarcely to be cre¬ 
dited. Had I not received the following anecdote from thiibelt authority I (honld not infert it. Befides 
conftant wathes and guards jibput her apartinent, a perfon.Vho was originally a taylor, and, in whom ihe 
repofed the moil perfedl: conlldeuce, ufually remaineji at the foot of her bed while ihe wasafleep. He occu-' 
pied this extraordinary pollnwo-and-twenty years, and at her death was gratified with a penfion. 

from 
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front political intrigues, ordered a corps of foldiers to be ditSighted from feveral regi¬ 
ments, an(i to be quartered at Oranienbaum under hie commas. . ’ 

Peter, aVdent in purfuit cJf his new occupation, formed in the garden a fortrefs in 
ininbturc,\ few feet fqijare, from which he ftudied pradicaf fortification. Pleafed 
with this firlt elTay, he cauied a larger and more regular fortrefs to be couflrufted near 
the palace: wifhin was a brick building, ralied the governors houfc, wooden habita- 
taiions for the piincipal ofll ers, and bairacks capable of containing fifteen hundred 
foldiers. Every thing wore a martial appearance* : the hours of hiorning and even¬ 
ing parade were marked by the firing of cannon, a regular gu ird was ftationed, tin 
troops •were dreff'd in the German uniform, and taught, undtr his diiivlieii, the Piuf- 
fian cxercife. This houfe in the fortrefs was the principal fceiie of h's convivial cnier- 
t.iinments; there, when not employed in exercifing his troops, or ifTuing military or¬ 
ders, he paired his time in drinking and fmoKing with the ofiicers, and gem. i ally pufhed 
the pleafure$ of the table to an cxccfs of m^o^iclnion. 

Impatient of confliaiut, ho occafimully broke into open and hiuor invcelives againfl 
tlicEmprefs ; he often declared th it he was called into Rufita to be connned like a ftare 
prifoncr, frequently expreffed a deiire lo return into Iloliftin, and foundtd his only 
hopes of coyifort on the death of Elizabeth. Tlielc cxprtflinni., aKlays earned uj the 
Finprcfs, and either wantonly exaggerated, or malignantly interpreted, made Inch an 
hnprcflion on that Piinccfs, that flie was ne.u ly induct'd, by the Chancellor Boftiichef, 

’ to exclude him from the fucteflion, an 1 declare Paul her heir, and Cifhaiinc regemt, 
in cafe of a minority. i Belluchef repieknied to the Einprcfs, that Peter had proved 
liimfclf unworthy of the crown, by openly exjT-cffing contempt for the Rufllans, and 
placing his whole confidence in f<'reigue‘it> 5 that he guilty of the b.afcft ingratitude 
to her, and that flie would confer a fign il ft rvice on h. i fuhj’dlr, by excluding a p.'rlen 
fo difqualified for dirceling the reins of tn^pire. Fll/abeth, won b) thefc aigumeat , 
and alarmed ■with the apprehenfions'of a confpi'at'y to be fenmiiig againfl her pt‘r- 
fon, alinoft confcnlcd to the projiofal; but, on t! !ib<rat * rjfletlion, perlcve-red in htv 
former appointment of Pe.ter, and Bcfluchef f was eTifgiaceel. Such was the fituation 
,of the court, when Elizabeth died on the 25th of December 1761. 

Petci 

•* It IS fitiK«hrto olifeite tlw confotmitv in the rnan*i(>>., fisitre, ami purfuit. of the Enipcrtn and In's 
fon Paul The hw-b poiiiait which kiil’mte diivv of l\tei, tqually icfcmblttl Paul. ‘* LTiit loitt <)c 
manic militaire ( icpsn hut fur toute fa vie; fa h^itre natuuHtinriit ridirulu, le dtvenait bitiiicoup plut 
foils tin habillemcnt ui il avait outie la msnicie Puillieiine. Jues gu^tres ((ii’il poit.iit tuujours etoiciit ii 
Aiiett- qii’dlcs Im otaiMit It inouvunLiit dti< genouxt et Publigcatent a s'airtuii ct a marolui tout d’lmc 
j 'tee, Uti vafte thaptau bi/sT'emint itriroufli eoiuiant in petit vifagt laid^t matin, duiit phjfio^'noniie 
affe/ Vive ; il fe plaifair i ft defiputtrcrcoie pirdt piipctialles giimaccs, donl ils’eiait fait tin aiiitifi.incnt. 
fion efprit n’etut tependant Ian. qn Iqiie ilvaci't, rt eii reconnsifat cn lui nn talent alTe/ nurqiK pour la 
btiiiffonneric’* Knihieie Anecdotes fin la Kcvdhitwn dc Ruilie, ji. iH, 19. 

-j- Of all tin. pnncipd nobles difgiaeed by Eli/ibe)rb, Ikflucbtf done wa* not retailed to court by Pettr; 
a Iliong p'-oof of his nitn|;ots apsinltthac Pimct, vtho, «tth all ho wcakntfs., wamf 4 temper ixctcdingly 
huntaqe and foigiving. lit was lecalltd at th.* at ctflion of Catharine 

It a^’Rib fiom fomc of Mi. Keith’s diipatchn to Lord IJolderuefie, that Btftuchef was difgraccd by 
the intiigues of the H^irt.cb party, and that he was fufpefEled of tabaliinjl in favour of the Gicat Diitlief.. 
Two eat) ads from thefe difpatches will ferve to (hew her meldttcholy fituaiion, and tfilb prevalence of thefe 
fufp cons, ' ... * ‘ ^ 

“ TI1C poor Grsnd- 1 )nLhcfs is fl-ill in diftiefs; but it io tbfMight n reconciliation, an apparent one at 
lend, will foon be 4 ii*nu;i'bi about between tke Emprefs and her; aud as a foicrunner of iib Count Peter 
Sehuwallow airoredTier the other d.iy, from’Htr Majtlly, that nothing fevtie (Koiild happen to any of 
the pniontu. I believe this la tyit, as I know, by aiiotUci channel, tha the Emprtfa doea not intend to 
connfeate the Chancclloi’s eftate, and it is even faid, that Hei Maiefty is uiKafy jibout what has already 
happened to him, as nothing ot i oiifeipience has yet appeared againit him. ’ 

Count 
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Peter affumed the reins of government wii'i all the joy of a perfon enlarged from a 
long confinement; he releafed the principal fiate prilbners, pai ticularly Bi.mn, Duke of 
Couriand, Marflial Munich •, arul LpRoff ; and in all^llutn affairfi conduflred hiiufolf 
on political principles diametrically oppofife to ih'ofe of ihe late E.mprefs. y 

Elizabeth, at the time of her deceafe, was, in coujun'Sicfa with (he ccAirts of Vicrnia 
and Paris, engaged in a war with the King ofPruOia, which proirjfed a fp .edy and 
glorious termination. The rcfources of Frederick were nearly exhaulhid ; and, not- 
withftanciing his vigorous and fucccFfii! t'ppofition, he ('..■enied on the point of being 
overwhelmed by the number and porfevcrance of his encvnic?s. But Peter no Ibonor 
afeended the throne, * than, fiicrificiiig every other con 11 deration to !;is exiravagatit 
cnthufiafm for the characler of llie Pruilian monarch, he diipatchoJ an envoy to Berlin, 
io propofe an immediate reconciiiation, to uhicli I'Vederic acceded, and a fufpcMifion of 
hoflilities was foon concluded. Peter recalled his troops from the Aullrian armjg and 
in a fhort interval fent a reinforcement of twenty thoufand men to his favourite hero. 
Thus, within the fpace only of a few* months, Ruflian forces joined the Prufiia'i army, 
in order to d^-ive from Silefia thole very Aullrilins who had been brought into that 
province by the Ruflian arms. 

Plaving gratified his inclination without confulting his allies, or the honour of his 
empire, he aimed at recovering his paternal inheritance, the duchy of Slefvick; and did 
not hefitate to involve his fubjefts in an expenfive war with* Denmark, on account of 
claims conlidered by many as ill-fovmded and chimerical. Peter, as Duke of Holllein, 
formed pretenfions to that duchy, although ceded by a treaty in 1732 ; and at the con- 
clufion of the pence with the King of Pi uflia, ordered an a.Tivy to march into Holllein, 
which hepurpofed to command in perfon. 

With refpeid to the interior aduriniftration of afl'airs, the Emperor turned his attc.n- 


“ Count I’oniulovvtlxi Is InvoU-cd I'lf tlic talc intrigues, nnJ it is llioirght lie will not. remain long at tliis 
court. Peterfirurgh, March Private and Sicrct.” 

“ As to the Grcat-DuclicfH, fire has beiyi all along in great dlllrefs ; ill with the Emprefs, and II ill woi fe 
■with the Grand-Dukc, tire received lire other day a very ffnfihle mortilicalion ; one of her favourite bed¬ 
chamber women having becii taken from ber, and put under arre 11. This, as 1 hear, oecafioned an in- 
lervicw between the Emprefs and the liiichtfs about four days .ngo, in which, after fume lharp reproofs 
on ooc fide, and warm expoftiilations on the other, tier linpeiial l lighncfs ti ll at the Emprel's’s feet, and 
told her that lince (he had been fo inifotturiate as to incur Her Majelly’s difpleaiurc, thougti innocently, 
and had thereby dinwn upon heri. If fo many, and J’uch I’tnfible morii/ieatirRis. as. juiiigd to family tjuar- 
rt’l.-i, made her life a burthen to her, (lie had but one favour to atk her, namtly, that HSr Majelly would 
allow her to tetiie out of Riiflia, and to pafs the relt of her lime with her mother, afTuring'the Emprefs, 
at the fe.nic time, that if Pier Majelly (lioiild think it for the iiucretl of her empire, that the Greal-lJiikc 
fhould take another wife, neither the nor any of her family would make the fmailell oltjti'bioii to it. The 
Entprefs, they (ay was greatly afl'c£lcd with this /lifcoiirfe, and talked with much more (nftinis than be¬ 
fore to the GraiidDuchtfs,, entering inttJBfevcral particulars with a greater air of kindnefs than (lie had 
.done for a long while pad: and when in the convcrfiitiou Her Imperial Highnefs was hegiiming to touch 
upon fume things reiatlng to the Grand-Duke's unkuidnefs, {ivlio was piefent all the vvh'le) the Emprefs 
made her a (ign to hold iitr tongue, and in a low voice told her, tliat ihe mud have aiiothti eon^fatiori 
with her alone, and that it (liould be very foon. It wii.- thought Wednefday lad was the day .djJpointed 
for'It, as Her M.ijedy, whofe hc.irt is at bottom Inrtli good and tender, was to take the facrament the 
next day.' It is hoyed a reconaliation may have been the eonfequcnce of that meeting; aud.certainly the 
generality of people" vilh it very linccrely, the Great-Duchefs having many friends among tliofe oftht firft 
rank. • St. Peterfbnrgh, April 7 / 28 , i y.'jS Secret.” 

• For an acetiunt of Biron, fee book v. c. ix. arid of Mardial Munich the next chapter. 

+ I.eftof was a furgeon ; by. birth a German; he was a jlartifan of Elizabeth, and adided her in plan¬ 
ning the revolution ol 174*- But that ungrateful Princefs forgot this favour ; and, becaufe Lettof be¬ 
came haughty and impertmevt, banilhed and detained him in prifun until (he died. 

VOX., vf. 5 F tion 
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lion to reform his kingdom 5 and envy muft allovr, that, notwithftanding his precipi¬ 
tancy and iWprudence, RufTia dates feveral ufeful alterations from his fhort reign. 
Peter annulled the fecret couKcil or inquifition * of ftate ; abolifhed many oppreflive 
prerogatives,>tormcd a plan for corre'fting tiic abufes in the courts of judicature, and 
for introducing a lefs corru{>t fyftcm of jurifprudence. He freed the nobles from their 
obligation of ferving in the army, and permitted them to travel into foreign countries, 
which before depended on the arbitrary will of the fovercign. 

During the firll fix weeks of his reign, Peter propofed fo many beneficial regulations, 
and made fo many judicious reflexions, that thofe who had foriped a mean idea of his 
capacity, conceived themlclves miftaken ; and imagined, that, during the reign of 
Klizabeth, he had, from motives of policy, afi'efted a deficiency of underftanding. His 
fubfequent conduX, however, fully proved that he was Hill the fame weak and impru¬ 
dent prince ; that he could only adopt the fchenics fuggefted by others, but did not 
pofl'efs abilities fufficient to carry them into execution; that he had all the rage of 
reformation, without the judgment ncccflary for a reformer. TheCe falutary regula¬ 
tions were accompanied with others 'that were trifling, fome that wert detrimental, 
and feveral, which, although in themfelves ulefiil, yet being contrary to thecufloins and 
genius of his people, were imprudently propofed in the commencement of his reign, 

He irritated llie clergy by fecularizing the eftates' of the monafieries, and afligning 
penfions far inferior in value to incomes of the* ecclefiaflics before this alteration; by 
Forbidding the admiflion of novices into convents before the ago of thirty, and by or¬ 
dering many painted images of faints to be removed from the churches. He baniflied 
the Archbi/hop ofNovogorod, for refufing to confent to thefe ordinances ; but finding 
this aX of arbitrary power attended with general difeontent, he w'us obliged to recall 
him. Being liimfelf educated in the Lutheran church, he had embraced the (Ircck 
religion with a view of fucceediiig to the throne; but he tvas no fooner in poU'clIion, 
than he imprudently difplayed his contempt of many rites and ceremonies, regarded 
by his fubjeXs with profound reverence. He built a I.uthcran chapel in the fortrefs 
-of Oranienbaum, was prefent at the dedication, and diftributed with his own hand 
books of hymns to the German foldiers. This drcumfiance might have pafled un¬ 
noticed, had he not been abfent at the confecration of a Rufliati church in the lame 
place. 

He ofl’ended the army by his preference of the Holftein troops, by introducing the 
Pruflian difeipline, and appointing new unil’orms to feveral regiments. He particu¬ 
larly gave umbrage to the guards, accuftomed to refide in the capital, by ordering 
two regiments to march into Pomerania, where the army againft Denmark was 
aifembled. 

He alFrontcd the nobility by appointing his uncle Prince George of Holftein gene- 
raliffimo of the forces, and by the fiiperior confidence which he placed in foreigners. 
He inflamed tlie general odium by the public contempt he expreffed for the Ruflian 
nation, for their religion and manners. He railed great difeontents, as well by en- 
g3giR?f.,in the war with Denmark, a war which feemed totally unconneXed with the 
intcrefts of the empire, as by his boijndlefs admiration of the Great Frederick, with 

«* 

• This ftate inquilition was invented by AKsicy Mt'cbaelovitch ; it confifttd of a fecrct committee of 
confidential pcrfoiis, appointed to judge' criaiiiuils Aifpeded of high tieafon. Peifons of all ranks and 
fexes were liable to be arrefttd upon the fufpieiori', and tortured in the nioft dreadful manner. 

Thtrc was a ca.eh-word—oU.vo i dtlo, “ Words and deeds;” wliieli, if any one only pronounced 
againtl another, was fuftlcknt caufe for iu's being immediately apprehended, and lent to the fecret com¬ 
mittee. • 

whom 
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whom Ruflia had been fo lately and fo long in a ftate of hoflility. During the life 
of Elizabeth, he exprelTed his concern to one of the foreign miniflers, that tlie Emprefs 
had invited him to Ruffia : “ If,*’ added he, “ I had Remained Duke of Holifein, I 
fhould now have commanded a regiment in the Pruflian lei'vicc, and hasc the honour 
of ferving pcrfonally fo great a monarch ; an honour which I eflcemnar luperior'to 
that of being Great-Duke.” After his acceflion, he ufed publicly to call him majter. 
Talking with one of his favourites upon this topic, he faid, “ You know 1 have been 
a faithful fervant to my niajler ; for you remember that I tranfmitted to him intelligence 
of all the fecrets of the cabinet.” And as the perfon, to whom this difeourfe was ad- 
drefled, hefitated makifig a reply j “ What are you afraid of?” returned the Emperor, 

the old woman is not now alive, and cannot fend you into Sil)eria.” He generally 
wore a Pruflian uniform ; cxprelfed the utinofl; fatisfailion at the formality of being 
appointed an officer in the King’s fervice ; aijd when he lent his minillcr to Berlin to 
negotiate a mutual alliance, gave him fecret inllruclions to be careful that no perfon 
fhould be promoted above him in the Pruflian army. On receiving the pateri*- which 
conferred upon him the rank of licutcnant-gencrSl in that fcrvice, he dreffed himfelf in 
his new uniform, ordered a general difeharge of the cannon in the fortrefs of Oranieiw 
baum, gave a magnificent entertainment in honour of his promotion, and drank his 
majler’s health until he became quite intoxicated *. 

During his fhort reign he maintainc'd a conllant correfpondcnce with the King of 
Pruflia, and always received from him the moil falutary advice. I'hat able monarch 
earneflly difl'uaded him from the Danifli war ; but finding him obflinately determined, 
advifed liim to be firil crowned at Mofcow'with the ufual fo!e..mities, and, wlien he march¬ 
ed to Holltcin, to carry in his train ail the foreign ininillers, and fuch of the Ruffian nobles 
as were fufpeftixl of diiiilTeftion. Frederick alfo cautioned him againfl alienating tho 
lands of the monaftcries, and interfering with the drefs of the clergy, and pariicularly 
recommended a due attention to his confort. Indeed, the King, whofe penetration is 
equal to his valour, forefaw the confequcnces which were hkcly to reluit from the 
Emperor’s imprudent conJuft, and ordered his ambaifador at Peterfburgh to Iliow 
every mark of rel'pedl to the Emprt'fs. _ _ .. 

Had the advice of the King of Pruffia been adopted, Peter might have avoided his 
unhappy deftiny ; but it war the character of that milguided Prince to purfue vvith un- 
remitted obflinacy what he had once refolved. Thciugh his plans of reiormation were, 
in many refpeffs, highly falutaiy ; yet the precipitancy with which he endeavoured to 
carry them into execution, and his impolitic defiance of popular prejudices, deftroyed 
the affedlion of his fubjetls, fomented the intrigues of the oppofite party, and terminated 
in his dethronement. 

In no light dkl the inconflilency of his character manifeft itfelf more llrongly, than 
in his behaviour lo his confort. During the reign of Elizabeth, Catharine employed 
her. hours of Icifure hi a courfe of alTiduous fludy, and particularly applied herlelf to 
thofe authors who were moft eminent for political knowledge: born with fuperior 
abilities, Ihe improved them by a conftant habit of reflection, and paid an unre'jikting 
attention to the cultivation of her mind. Her mild and infinuatlng maimers, her 
engaging addrefs^tbe gracts of her perfon, her* unwearied afliduitics, and a perpetual 

• I.ord Buckinghamthi’re, in a private letter to Lord Harjivicke, thus accounts for the predileftion of 
Peter in favour of the King of Pruflia : “ Peter 111. was, inliis youth, at tlie court of PruUia, and being 
greatly llriick with tlic tnililary difeipline, the impTcflioii it made on him was fo ftrong, that he thouglit 
any deviation from it incxcufnhie, and a little l>eforc his misfortunes, he remonllrated in a letter to His 
Majefty, againit fomcaUciatwus he had lately made in the uuifoira,” 

5 V a fund 
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fund of interefting converfation, conciliated the favowr of thd fufpicious Elizabeth, who 
treated her with complacency and affeflion. Even her huiband, though his general 
behaviour to,her was contemptuous and unmannerly, occafionally tellified great refpefl 
for her fupeHpr abilities, and ufually demanded her advice in every important emer- 
gelicy. Whenever any mifundorftanding arofe between him and Elizabeth, Catharine 
was employed as mediatrix; and Peter not iinfrequently owed a. favourable reception 
at court to her influence. After his aeceflion, though he gave public marks of deep- 
rooted averfion, yet he would often bdiavc to her with deference. Ey an unac¬ 
countable aft of imprudence, he, in a full court, invefled her with the exterior deco¬ 
rations of fovereignty; while, in the rharaftcr of Colonel, he prefented to her the 
oflicers of his regiment. At the blefling of the waters, when the Ruflian monarch 
appears in all the pomp of majefly, the ceremony was left to the Emprefs, and he 
mounted guard as Colonel, and fainted her with his pike. Umlcr all thefe circum- 
Ibnces, tiie dignity of her deporlmcr.t w’as fo linking, that it was itnpofiible not to 
contrail her behaviour with tlie trifling levity of her hiiiliandks con Juft *, and to give 
the preference where it was lb evidently due. Thus this infatuated Prince, at the 
very time he was fully determined to divorce and imprilbii his wife, imprudently dif- 
played to his fubjefts her capacity for empire; and, while he prodaiiued her forfeiture 
of his own ellcem, adopted every method to lecure to her that of the vvliole naiioti. 
Meanwhile the breach was continually widened : he occalionally behaved to her with 
the molt brutal contumely ; and once, in particular, at an cutcrtaiaiuf'ut !'/e g.ave iu 
honour of the King of/Pruflia, he publicly aiVronted her to fuch a degree, that flic 
burlt into tears, and retired from table. 'I'hus his infults, no lefs than his deference, 
equally attrafted odium to himfclf, and popularity to Catharine. 

It is alfo a well-known fact, that he more than once avowed an intention of arrclting 
both her and the Great-Duke, wliom he propofed to exclude from the fuccellion, and 
of marrying Elizabeth Countefs of Voronzof, his favourite millrels. Information of 
this alarming ineafiire was immediately conveyed to Catliarinc, through thcimpnidence 
of the Countefs. By the fame, or other means, as well as by the indiferetion of Peter 
hitnfelf, the Emprefs obtained early intelligence of every rtfolurion formed againit her 
perfon. She was thus enabled to feize the decifivc moment of enterprize, and fecure 
her fafety by preventing the defigns of her huiband. 

Indeed her danger became every day more and more imminent, and the moment of 
her arreit feemej at hand. A brick houfe, confiding of eleven rooms, had, by the 
Emperor’s orAer, been conftrufted in the fortrefs of Schlufl'clburgh *, for a perfon of 
very confiderable confcqiiencc,-and with fuch expedition as to be almoll finiflied within 
fix weeks. Peter went hitnfeif to .‘‘chlulTclburgh with a view to examine it; and no 
gnat depth of penetration was requiflte to perceive that it was built fxir the Emprefs. 
in this important crifis a meeting of lier pJrty was held at Peterlburgh. This party 
was extremely fmall, and, excepting the Princel’s Daflikof, and her particular adhe¬ 
rents, confided only of a few among the principal nobility. The mod confpicuous of 
thefe*<s;ere Prince Volkoulki, ('.ount Panin, Governor of the Great-Duke, and Count 
Razamofski, Hetman of the Ukraine. In the firft confultations Tor dethroning Peter, 
it was propofed, according to the plan of Chancellor Belludicf, to dtjclare the Great- 
Duke Emperor, ahd Catharine regent during his minority ; and thic would have been 
the moaCure tiaturaliy followed in any country, wherein the order oUfuccellion was 
more fixed than in Ruilia. Only a ^ew days before the rcvolutic t^ he inconvenience 

* See the dvfcviption of this btiildtog in book tv. chip. 7, 

JO 


attend* 



COSe'S travels in RUSSIA. . 7/5' 

attending a minority, joined to the pc^ularity and abilities of the Emprefs, induced lier 
party to adopt the relblution of placing her upon the throne. At thele meetings va- 
rious plans of an infurre£i:ionWere propofed ; but it was at length unaniraouily agreed 
to delay their attempt until Peter’s departure for Ilolftein. , ^ 

Although only a few perfons were engaged in this rncfmentous enterprife ; yet the 
defigns of the party could not be concealed from the fri.'nds of the Emperor, who 
earneftly intreated hiin to invefligate the foundation of the report. But Peter, who 
had committed the care of the Eniprelk’s perfon to thofe in whom he placed the 
hi'diefl confidence, could never be prevailed upon to give the flighted credit to the 
nmiour; and indeed "he was fo convinced of its f)i!fehood, that any fiigge/licms on 
that head always oflcmlecl him. One of his coalidents prefented him a memorial in 
writing, in wliich the names of feveral confpirators were* mentioned. “ What, always 
the old Uory !” laid the Emperor; “ here, take back your paper, and dp not trouble 
me any more with fiich idle tales.” His uncle, Prince George of Holflein, was fre- 
niently iivard to fliy, that he was tired of tendering remonftrances, and that the Em¬ 
peror was in&nfibk; to the danger of his fitualion. On the very morning of the 
revolution, about two tdclock, an officer, who had a great lliare in Peter’s confidence, 
arrived at Oranienbaiim, f),nd demanded ,to fpeak with him on an affair of the greatclt 
Importance. Being, after feme difficulty, admitted, hS acquainted the Emperor with 
feveral circumftances, which I'eemed to indicate a confpiracy on the point of breaking 
out: but the infatuated Prince, far from paying the lea!!: attention to the intelligence, 
ordered the officer under inimcdiate arreft, for prefuming to diflurb him at fo late an 
hour. And yet at this very hour his dethronement was determined, which event was 
accelerated by a circumflance perfectly unconneded with the intentions of the oppofite 
party. 

The arrefl: of one of the Emprefs's adherents, a lieutenant in the guards, whofe name, 
was Pafli’C, greatly alarmed her friends, as they concluded that the Emperor had pene¬ 
trated their defign ; and although they foon difeovered that it had been occafioned by 
fomc irregularity of whicu he had been guilty as an officer; yet their conllernation 
haflened the execution of the enterprize. Every* moment was big with danger ; and 
adifeovery fecm'’u inevitable if the infurredion was delayed until the Emperor’i^ depar¬ 
ture for Hoiffein. 

ThcEmprefs, however, who continued at Peterhof, fliuddered at the advice to pre¬ 
cipitate the hour of adion : her re! >!utIon at thisavd'nl criiis, when immediate decifion 
was neceffiiry, feeined for a moment to fail,, and fhe hefirated to a dent; but her party at 
Peterlburgh, convinced that the lead delay would prove fatal, dilpatchcd, on the even¬ 
ing of the 27th of June, an empty carriage to Peterhof, the appointed ffgnal for her 
approach to the capital. Catliarine, whofe greatnd's of mind foon returned to fupporc 
her in this dreadful date of fufpenfe, iftffantly efcaped from her apartment*, and, at 
three o’clock in the morning, haying traverfed the garden to the place where the car¬ 
riage * was waiving for her, was convcyi t’ with all fpeed to Peterfljurgh. It wtis pre¬ 
concerted that Count Panin fliould attend to tlic fafety of the Great-Duke’s,.perfon; 
that Gregory Orlof (hould remain in the capital to win over fortie of the guards; and, 
that Count Rassomofski fliould prepare his regiment for the reception of the Emprefs. 

* This carriajre was condiidt^d by one of tlie Emprefs’s moft confidential adliereots, I believe by Count 
Alexey Orlof; but as 1 found it iiyiprafticable puGtively ta afeertaia the perfon, 1 was unwilling to ad¬ 
vance any fact, of wfiicb I wras not as perferily convinced as the intricate nature of ihefe aflFairs would ad¬ 
mit. I have reafon to believe that he was affilled by Prince Baratinlki, who remained with the carriage, 
while he repaired to tlis Kihprtfs’a apartment. 

In 
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In coiif^qupnce of this determination, Catharine repaired to the quarters of the Ifinai* 
lofski guards. The hour was fo early that Razomofski, the Colonel, was not yet ar« 
rived, a circumftance fufficicnt to have difconcerted a p'erfon of lefs fpirit; but the 
^^mprefs, having difpatched a ineffe'nger to him, fummoned the officers and foU 
dieS'-s. A few Vho had beeif apprized by Orlof were ready; while the greater part, 
being roufed unexpectedly from their flumber, made their appearance fcarcely half 
dreflld. 

Ihe Empre.fs l.aid before them the bad conduct of the Emperor, his avow'ed contempt 
of the Ruffian.s, his averfion to their cufipms, and his attachment to foreigners. She 
expofed the dangers which awaited herfelf, her fon, and the principal nobility; flic* 
expatiated upon the probable fubverfion of their religion and government, and exhorted 
all thole to follow her, who were defirons of faving their country, and refeuing her and 
the Great Duke from deftrudion. Her fpeech, occafionally interrupted with fighs 
and tears, was fhort and pathetic, and, further enforced by the graces of her pcrfoii, 
made an inllantancons impreffion. The greater part of the foldiers anfwercd her 
W'iih loud acclamations ; a few officers', indeed, at firlf fccnied to hefitato-; but the ar¬ 
rival of Razomofski quieted their apprehenfions, and the whole regiment offered to 
facrifice their lives in her caufe. Catharine tlnn proceeded to the. church of the 
Virgin Mary of Cafan, and was*joined by oilier bodies of guards, and by many of the 
principal nobility. Service being performed by the Archbifliop of Novogorod, the 
Emprefs took the accuftomed oath, ai’ter which the nobles and people Hocked in 
crowds to fwcar allegiance to the new fovereign. At the conclufion of this ceremony 
fhe repaired to the fenate,^ the members of which body acknowledged her folc Emprels. 
A report, induflrionlly circulated, that Peter was killed by a fall from his horfo, proved 
favourable to the fuccefs of the revolution. The fuite of the b niprefs continually aug¬ 
mented. 1 wo regiments of guards, who had fcarcely quitted Peterfburgh to join the 
army in Pomerania, were immediately recalled, and repaired without delay to the ftand- 
ard of the Emprefs. 

Even in thole governments where the pretorian bands, ftationed in the capital, depofc 
fovereigns, or raife them to the throne, fome plaufib|e pretence mud be urged to ren¬ 
der a revolution popular, and engage the general voice to ratify the deed of tljc foldicry. 
When Elizabeth feized the reins of empire, the attachment of the nation to the memory 
of her father induced the public to applaud that tranfadion ; and in this iuftance Peter 
had, by fomc parts of his conduct, rendered himfelf fo odious, and, by others, fo con¬ 
temptible to hi3 fubjefts, that the firfl; account-of his dethronement, and of Catharine’s 
ac^ffion, announced in the manifedo, was received with univerfal joy. 

" Cathari;i,e If by the grace of God Emprefs and Autocratix of All the Rullias, to 
all our faithful fubjefts, &c. 

“ All the true fons of Rudia have clearly, feen the danger which threatened the 
wdiole Rudian empire, f’ird, the Ibuudation of our orthodox Greek religion has been 
fliakcn, and its tradition expofed to total ruin, fo that it was to be feared that the faith, 
which-kjjs been edabliflicd in Rudia from the earlied times, would be entirely changed, 
and a foreign religion introduced. In the fecond place, tlie gloty which Ruffia had 
acquired at the exp'ence of fo much blood, and v/hich was carried to the greated height 
by her viclmious {frms, has been trampled under foot by the peace* lately concluded 
with its greated enemy. And, fadly, the domelUc regulations, which are the bafis of 
the country’s welfare, have bee.n totality overturned. 

“ For thefe caufes, overcome by the imminent dangers with which our faithful 
fubje£ls were threatened, and feeing how fincere and exprefs thftirddircs were on this 

. head. 
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hea^, we, putting our truft in the Almighty and his divine juftice, have afcended the 
Imperial throne of All the Rufllas, and have received a folemn oath of fidelity from 

all our fcithfi.1 foveas. « Petcriburgh, j'uue aS, O. S. 

All the adherents of the Emperor were arrefted ; among the ryft Prince George 
of Holftein, who came to Petcrlburgh on the 26th, under pretence of making prepa¬ 
rations for the Emperor’s departure; but, in reality, to watch the oppofite party. 
Not the lead oppofition was made from any quartei* to t he proceedings of the Emprel’s ; 
and, notwithftanding the ftreets of Peteriburgh were filled with foldiers, who are ge¬ 
nerally tumultuous and ungovernable in fuch dreadful periods ; yet the greatell order 
and difeipline were preferved, and no injury was offered to any individuals*'. 

At fix in the evening the Emprefs, habited like a man, fn the uniform of the guards, 
with a branch of oak in her hat, a drawn fword in her hand, and mounted upon a grey 
ffeed, marched towards Peterhof, accompanied by the Princefs Dallikof, the Hetman 
Razomofski, the Orlofs, and her principal adherents, at the head of ten thoufand 
troops. * _ 

About eight mile5 from the capital, Catharine entered a public-houfe called Krafnoi- 
Cabak t, and cnfployed hcrfcif for forae time in tearing and burning a large quantity 
of papers. She then flung hcrfcif in her clothes upon' an ordinary bed, flept about au 
hour and a half, was on hurfeback by break of day J, and proceeded about four miles 
to the convent of St. Sergius at Strelna, into which Ihe rttired while the troops en¬ 
camped around. At eight General Ifinailof arrived at Strt’na with a meffage from the 
Emperor, whofe fituation was now become truly critical. 

While the revolution was carrying on at Peteriburgh, Peter remained at Oranien- 
baum in thoughtlefs fecurity. He paffed the evening which preceded the revolution in 
the fortrefs, in company with a few chofen friends, with whom he indulged, as ufual, 
in the plcafures of the table, and retired late to reft intoxicated. In the morning he 
dreffed hinifelf in his Prufihia uiirlorm, and fet out at eleven for Peterhof, in. order to 
celebrate the feaft of the Apoftles St. l ‘cter and Paul, expeding to meet the Empreis 
at dinner, and intending, as it is reported, to put her under an arreft §. He w'as accora*- 
panied by Elizabeth Vorontzof, her uncle Count Vorontzof, His favourite Godovitz, 
Marflial Munic, and many of the nobility cf both Icxes, who formed his court 

• Several EngUlli tnerchniits lia^l quitted tiii-ir houfes before tnejr were apprised ot the* revoluiion ; but 
found no difficulty in fetutning through the foldiers polled in dHFercnt parts of the town. One gentleman 
in paiticula'rinformed me, that lie went about fix in tlie iiioriiing to the cuttoin lioiife, and was rurptift-jJ to 
find no oiw ilwre Alter Haying fome time, lie returned home: and, in his way over the hr.'dge of the 
Neva, met a friend, who alktd iiira what was the matter, for every thing appealed in.cont'iifuii. He had 
fcarccly linifluil thef- words, when about three hpiidrcd liorfemen, with tirawii Iwords in their hand.'!, 
galluped acrofs the bridge ; a piicll traverling the bridge at the fame lime in a carriage, the two Englifli- 
nitii Iloyd by llic "Hdc of it. Some of vhc guards, as they paffed by the priell, waved fht ir fwords over 
‘their heads, eryiu'g out at the fame lime, “ Ail goes well-—vivat C'ethtrinc li.” And this was the fiift 
itiiclligcnce thefe merchants received cf the revolution. , ^ 

f Rulhiere dignifies ihis p. imc-l.ouie with the appdlati.m of Chiteau. 

I From the landlady oi the imi, who \v is alive wlicii I vifitcd Ruffu, and ftill kegt the houfe. 

S If Peter really, as it Ts faid? intended to arrell the Emprefs, his f irmer conduct is in Coine meafiire 
accounted for. He*ihotu;ltt that her party wa.s of no confc(|iuiice., and aecordingf)' dilbelievid, or pre¬ 
tended to difbelicve, sirthi reports of the confpiracy, thinking to ernfli it at once by fecufiiig her perfon. 
Eic (lut implicit confidence in the nobles whom he placed about the Empreis; and thele very perfdiis v/crer 
the (iril to betray him. . _ \ 

!1 From -the lutendant of ’Oranieribaura, who witneffed thefe iranfaiSions. 
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had not proceeded far before he was met by a perfon* who had efcaped from Pitiirf- 
burgh, and flopping the carriage, acquainted the Emperor that he wifhed to fpeak with 
him in private. Peter, howevfer, ordered his attendiants to proceed, adding, “ Why 
ar§ you in fuch a hurry ? turn back to Peterhof, and there you will have time enough 
to fpeak to me/’ The other repeating his folicitations, the Emperor at length alighted 
from his carriage,* and was informed of the revolution at Peterfljurgh# Yet his inhitu- 
ation 'was ttill fo great, that he doubted the truth of the intelligence; but, when an 
enumeration of particular circumflances at length awakened him to a fenfe of, his tlaij? 
gcr, he tellificd the flrongefl fymptoms of amazement and horror, and was. reduced 
ahnofl to a Hate of flupefadiion. Recovering from this paroxyfm of defpair, he dil- 
patched an adjutant to Oranienbauni, ordering the garrifon to Peterhof. On his ai'- 
rival, he found the Emprefs departed, and could obtain no infonuMion of her pro¬ 
ceedings from any perfon of her court. Marfhal Munic advifed him to put himfelf at 
the head of his Holftein troops, and march without delay to the capital: “ I will go 
before you,” faid die gallant veteran, “ and Your Majefty’s perfon fliall not be touched 
but through niine.”' Had this advice been followed, it would have been ffttended with a 
glorious, and perhaps a fuccefsful event. The Holfteiri troops, though not exceeding a 
dioufarid, were zealoufly attached to Peter; and Munic was worth a'regiment. The 
courage of the Emperor, however, deferted hiip in this emergency; he fluctuated be¬ 
tween hope and fear; formed new refolutions one moment,'and renounced them the 
next. 

His own agitation was Hill further encreafed by the behaviour of the principal per- 
Ibns, who accompanied him from Oranienbauni, or whom he found at Peterhof. The 
women vented fhrieks, and hung about die Emperor in agonies of the deepcH dillrels; 
every one clamoroully offered advice; but the uproar wasfo great, that the advice could 
fearedy be heard, and if heard was not attended to, becaufe it was repeatedly changed. 
Several of the Emprds’s party wore prefent, and artfully fomented the general coufu- 
fion ; under the fpecious appearance of affedion and zeal, they alarmed the fears of 
the Emperor, and objeded to every vigorous meafure as inadiniffible and dangerous. 
Jn tbefe circumHances Peter, perplexed by fuch difeordant or treacherous advice, Was 
foftened into cowardice by the tears of the women, and remained the w'hole day in a 
ilate nearly bordering on diflradion. Every moment brought him frefli caufe of terror 
and difmay. He was I'ucccffively informed, that the Emprefs had received the oath of 
allegiance from perfons of all ranks, that flie was miHrefs of the csyiital, and Was ad¬ 
vicing at tlie head of 10,000 troops. Difheartened by this intelligence-j,- he difpatcbcd 
':||H||||eated meffengers to his confort, with propofals of accommodation; and as not one, 
oPthem came back, he at length determined to take refuge in CronHadtt; a mea¬ 
fure which, if he had earlier embraced, might have given a favourable turn to his af- 
.fairs. ■ , ’ . ^ , 

JJoon after his HrH arrival' at Peterhof, he had difpatched general Devier and fnother 
officer to Cronftadt to reconnoitre the place; the general wasadmitted withoutdiffi- 
cul<y}* and the officer returned to Peferhof with th$ acepoht that no news of the revo- 
Jution had reached CronHadt, that D^fevicr was preparing fpr Inn immediate reception, 

f .A.ccot(iiaj{ to ilfr. Keith, the perfon who inet Sim was the feryaiit C(/iint Alexatidrovitch Na. 
rischkin. ' ' " ' . ■' ■ 

f A town upon>a fmall ifland in the Gdf of Finland, Where thtRtiiBan navy is Rationed. Seethe 
4«fcription in the chapter on the Ruffian navy. Book ri. ch. a, ' 


that 



COX^S TRAVEI<$ IN RUSSIA. 777 

His ]^aj6ft| wuld find ther? an afylnm, wb^re the Etnprefs’s troops couldmot 
penetiite!, j^d.irotn whence he might* in cafe of extreme ncceility, efcape by fea lo his 
dominions ja^HpIftein, In.conAxjucnce of this r,eprefeatation, the Emperor ord<.re(i 
the Holftein troops, who were on their inarch to Eeterhof,^lo return to Oranienbauq*} 
but, by an unaccountable fatality, protratkd his departure till near niidhight. On hir> 
arrival at the hatbom'j the intberial boat was refufed admittance by the ceniincls, whp 
objeSed to the latcnefs of the hbur; and when it was reprefented to them that the Em¬ 
peror was on board, they (till perfifted in their refufal, and threatened to fire ftom ilie 
batteries if the veffel did not inilautly retire. , 

This unexpe£led reception was occafioned by the following circumilanccs. ' General 
Devicr, on his arrival at Cronfiadt, took the command of flie fortrefs; perceiving that 
the garrifon had no knowledge of the revolution, he was unwilling to give alarm by 
fpreading the report, and thought it more advifahle to wait for the Emperoiappear¬ 
ance before he attempted to fecure the fidelity of the garrifon, or iflued orders hoftilc to 
the party of the Emprefs. During this inteiwal,^ admiral 'i’aliezen came to Cronfiadt; 
he was dirpatofecd from Ptterfburgh by the Emprefs, who had f&rgoiten, iu the firft 
hurry of the revolution, to fecure that important fortrefs; and was now fent, if not too 
late*, for that purpofe. Being admitted without oppofition, and perceiving the fitu- 
ation of affairs, he inffantly commanded the arieft of General Devier, which was in- 
dandy obeyed; the nferincs and failors being more inclined to execute the orders of an 
admiral” than thofe of a general. Having fecured the general’s perfon, he announced 
to the garrifon the revolution at Peterfliur|fh; the Emperor, he laid, is depofed j the, 
army and fenate have declared for Catharine, and all oppoiirion will be fruitlcls and 
dangerous. I’hefe arguments, joined to a large quantity of fpirituous liquors, produced 
the defired effe£l; and Catharine was proclaimed Emprefs- Thus a place of fo tmich 
importance as to have delayed, if not prevented, the final fuccefs of the infurredion, was 
feized by admiral Taliezcn without oppofition. 

On tnis difappointment, Peter’s only remaining rofource was to crowd fail for the 
Gulf of Bothnia, and feqk an afylum in Sweden; from whence he might penetrate to 
his array in Pomerania, or to his *domimons in Holftein. But it was the fate of the 
unfortunate monarch to a6t no decifive part in this important crifisf: ffill fiattcring 

f4 W 

* Confidering the great impoitance ofpronftadt, this negleft feemshardly credible; but I was informed 
from very good authority, that fo late as ten in the morning no ftep had been taken at Pctetlbiirgh towards 
obtaining poiTtflion of tnat foiireis. About that time a private perfon mentio ed ii by chance to one of 
the pitncipal infurgents, who, without d< 3 ay, acquainted the Empicft. bhc, confrious of its great impggfe. 
ance, immediately difpatcf^^d admiral Taliezcn. It was pail eleven before lie left Petei fl>urgh, and mB, 
went by water, the diflance b^ing twenty miles, it mull have bepn pad thiee before he arrived at C ronllaSf; 
The diilance from Peterhof to the fame place being only fix miles, the Emperor might have anivtd there 
long before TaHtzen. • 

■p A note from the Eail of Buckinghamfhire to the Earl of Hardwicke, will flicw that the misfortunes 
of the Emperor arofe from bis want of refolution as well as from treachery. 

April i6, 1766. 

Many ladies, feme of whom were wives to porfons engaged in the confpiracy, attended the Emp-iftr to 
Cronfiadt, and their tears and terrors added to his Irrtfolut ion. I have had accojunt of -what pafled from 
almofl all of them, and they weae <00 much frightened tiJ*be coftlflcnl in their relations. In two points 
they all agreed, hfatimidity, and the reproaches made him by his miflrefs, for not having followed her ad¬ 
vice, and prevented all mifcliief by confining the Linprcf*. One expreflior they in general fay fhe made 
Hfe of. “ Thou fool, (Duracb) had yon complied with my reqnefl, and flint up this bad woman, thcNruin 
of this day had never fallen upon us," Tania and Villcbok were the only wen of confequence ttmongfi 
them; for, notwithttanding all the aflfcttioiis to the contrary,*! know the Hetman did not ettgsge in the 
defim tiU the morning it took eiFe^, and even then he was not without difficulty peifnaded to adl the part 
he did. ' 

voL» VI. 50 hfinfelf 
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himffilf, with the hopes of a reconeiiiation with the Emprefs, iud p^evaili^ uj^n-by this^i 
cries and entresuies of the Woraen who were on board, he rbtum^' to Orahiettbaiiniy' 
where he arrived at four in ths^morning. When Peter quitted that palace on the pre-i 
ceding morning; he was dreiTed in his Prufllan regimentals; on his return he was in 
his Ruflian uniWm; he now faw his error in del’pifing the phjjudices of hisftibje£tsj 
but it was too late.' Little circumdances of this kind are dot unworthy of the hiftorian^s 
notice, as great events frequently tuni upon them; and they often difeover the true 
eharafter of the principal perfonages concerned in the feene. 

On his return to Oranienhaum, he retired alone, and in great^agitation, to his houfe 
in the fbrtrcfs, leaving Maijflial Munic and the rell of the court in the palace. At ten 
he again inadehisappearahcOin a more cornpofed ftatc of mind. 'I he Holllein guards 
ho fooner beheld their royal mafter, than they all * crowded round him ; fonie ftruggled 
to kifs his hand, others hung about his perfon ; many knelt down; fome even prof- 
trated themfelves before him; ^ill Ihedding tears of alTection, and in terms of the ftrong- 
eft attachment conjuring him to lead them agaiinl tfie Jiinprefs, offering to facrifice 
their lives in his defence. Peter, animated by th.;i'e alfecling marks of Hs:d and fidelity, 
caught their fpirit for a moment, and cried out, “ To amis;” but the tears of the 
women, and his own irrefolution, foon damped this momentary fit of courage, and he 
again reconciled liimfelf to fubraiflion. 

Early in the morning he dilpatched Major-General Ifmailof, in whom he repofed im¬ 
plicit confidence, to the Emprels, with a U tter, Offering to refi vn his crown, on condi¬ 
tion that he fhould be permitted to retire into llolflein, with Elizabeth Vorontzof and 
Godoviich. Ifmailof foufid the Emprels in the convent of Srrelna, and was immediately 
admitted to her prefence. The great policy oft the fide of Catharine now confided in 
obtaining poffcffion of the Emperor’s perfon without effufion of blood; it was her ob- 
jeft, therefore, to amufe him, without driving iiim to defperate meafurcs; for it was 
, yet in his power to head his HolUein troops, and defend his life to the laft extremity; 
or he might be able to make his efcape, and involve the empire in all the horrors of a 
long civil war. Ike judicious manner in w hich fhe conducted this delicate affair, ffiews 
her no lefs able in the arts of negociation than in tho fpiril of enterprize. 

She calmly reprefented to Ifmailof the madnefs of oppofing her, now in full poffef- 
fion of fovereign authority : flic pointed to her troops, who were ported in large bodies 
upon the adjacent groutids; adding, that refirtaiice wotdrt oftly draw on Peter and his 
party the vengeance of an enraged army ;’ fhe propofed, therefore, that he fhould hira- 
J'eif repair to Peterhof, where the tqrms of his abdication might beadjufted. Ifmailof, 

f jngthe tide of iuccefs on the fide of the Emprels, and perceiving the clergy, army, 
principal nobles engaged in her caufe, was convinced that nothing was left to' Peter 
bur fubmiffion. Seduced by the infinuating eloquence, engaging addrefs, and.promifes 
of theEmprt fs, he undertook to perfuade his unhappy mafter; by irnmedlate fubmiffion, 
to fave an eft'ufion of blood, which could be produmye of no effe^ual advantage to his 
caufe With this view he returned to Oranienhaum between ten aftd eleveri;and fotmd 
the'Ehnperor in the palace with Mimic, Elizabeth yordhfzof, Godovitch, and others, 
anxioufiy expeSing his arrival, jj^aving retired into another apartment, the refult of 
their conference was, that in lefs than an Hour the Emperor, ''Siith Elizabeth VorontzofV 
Godovitch, and Ifthailof, entered the carriage in whi^ the l.|itter had returned to Qra- 

. 9 I was informed of circumftance? ftfm the ihtendant ftf pranicnbatim; he fhed tespi while he 
decribed the animated behaviour of the Holftein troops. He faid be never witoefhed • tnoie affcAing 
feene.,.' 

hienbaum 
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; menbauin.'!H Petei;.^ the pafecb.xvithoiit a fmgle attendant; but ha had fcarcciv 
^ proceed^ a^mile, before a corps,of the Eraprefs’s party, furrounded tiie car- 
riage, and accompanied it to Poterhof, whei’e he arrived at half pait twelv^i He was 
immediately Separated from his companions. Tfic Eniprcfs declined a pcrfonal con¬ 
ference j but fent Count Paiiin^ who was admitted alone’ What paftctl during this 
awful interview between that noWeman and his depofod Ibvcreign, is hot, nor probably 
ever will bc,vdifcIofed to the public} but nothing can convey a llrongcr picture of the 
Emperor’.s weaknefs and pufillanimity, than the abdication in form which was the refult 
of their converfai ion*., 

“ During the lliort period which I have reigned over the Rtilfiati empire, I have 
found from experience, that my abilities are infullicient ,to fupport fo great a Imrden; 
and that I am ngt capable of dtreding the Ruffian empire in any way, and much Ids 
with a defpotic power. Iflfo acknowledge that 1 have been the caule of all the inte¬ 
rior troubles, which, had they continued much longer, would have overturned tiie 
empire, and have covered me with eternal difgrace. Having ferioufly weighed thel’e 
circumftances, I declare, without conftraint, an 3 in the moll folemn manner, to the 
Ruffian empire, and to the whole world, that I for ever renounce the government of 
liie faid empire, never defiring hereafter to reign therein, either as an abfolute Ibvereign, 
or under any other form of government. I declare allb, that I w'ill never attempt to 
re-affinne the government. As a pledge of this, I fwear fmcerely before Godj and 
all the world, to this prefent renunciation, written and figaed with my own hand, 

“ June 29,0. S. 1762.” 


Having figned this abdication, he was conveyed in the evening to Robfeha, a fmall 
imperial palace twenty miles from Peterhof} and the Emprefs returned about the fame 
time to Pcteriburgh. At feven (he made her triumphant entry on-horfeback, amidft: 
continued huzzas} the Itreets were filled with a prodigious concourfe of people, who 
were drawn up in lines, and kiffed her hands, which foe held out to them as foe paffec 
along. A great number of priefts were affembled upon this occafion about the avenue' 
of the palace} as foe rode through their ranks, foe ftooped down to falute the cheeks ol 
the principal clergy, while they were kiffing her hand} a mode of falutation in Ruffia. 
expreffive of the higheft deference. 

The firfl; hurry of the revolution was no fooner pall, and the fpirit of revolt had 
fcarce time to fubfide, before many repented of iming deferted their fovereign. The 
populace, always prone to change, began to pity their dethroned monarch, and loll 
figiit of his defefts in the conterablation of his calaim'ty } they regarded him no long«* 
in the light of a mifguided ruler, but as an unfortunate Prince, driven from the heighl 
of poxver to the inoft abjedl ftate, and fubjecl to the horrors of perpetual imprifonment. 
Peter, notwithftanding his violence and incapacity, poffelTed fevei-al qu.alides of a popu¬ 
lar nature, and was greatly beloved by thole who had accefs to his perfon. During the 
Emprefs's march to Peterhof, feveral Ibldiers manife. 1 :ed ftrong lymptoms of diffiitis- 
fa£lion; fpine openly murmured at being led againlt their fovereign, and had Peter, <Jn 
the firfl news of the revolution, made his appearance^in perfon, many woujd have deferted 
to his ftandard, liliis fpirit of difeontent was oblerved, and fccretly fomentcd>by the 

* 1 have fufficient reafon to believe that this abdication wa« made at Peterhof; if, however, at feme per- 
luns with left probability have afl'enedi he %ned it at Qraniuiibuii^, before lie was in tlic hands pf fais ebe- 
wks, hit pttfdWmity admiudf napalliatioU' 
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partisans of the Ettipiipor ? the lade «>f<bb|jitijii^ty Ws even ih 

ne^ Hfmg hout-ly ex'pefted: at this erffts thedeceafe of l^etpr HeHvclred Hh^Tta fmiHtho 
impending horroi's ol a civil w^r *. 'litis event happened at Rofafeha onjhe 6th of 
July, O. S. on the feventit day Ofhis’condnClttent, arid in tho thirty.ifonrth yearof'his 
age. !Us bodj was brought to the convent of St. Alexander 'NfeVlhi at IPeteriburgh, 
and there lay in (Kite; where perfons of all tanks were admitted, ’according fo the cuf- 
tom of Ruflia, to kifs the hand of the deccafed. His remains were .then juried in the 
church of tlie convent, and the place of the fcpulchre was not diltinguilhed either with 
a tomb or infcHpiion t,‘ 

The death of Peter was not followed by any of thofc tragical fe'enes which had hitherto 
difgracod the revolutions in Ruffia; not one of the nobles were fent into Siberia; 
there were no public or private executions; even the perfolial enemies of the iMnpn i i 
were forgiven. Mai*fliai Munic had offered to fupport the(||| 5 mperor‘'at the hazard of 
his own jperfon. Catharine mildly inquired the motives of fuch an oppofition to her 
intortib. “ 1 was at that period,** replied Manic, with a fpirit which twenty years 
imprifonment could not fubdue, “ crigaged by the ftrongeft ties of du^ and grat'tuJe 
to exert myfelf in behalf of my late mafter: Your Majefty is now my fovereign, and 
you will experience the fame fidelity.” The Emprefs, Itruck with the magnanimity of 
his anfwcr, with equal greatnefs of mind repofed in him the inoft unbounded confidence, 
which was jiifiified by his lubfequeilt conduft.' As foon as the danger of a new infur- 
reftion was difpclled. Count Vorontzof was releafed, and afterwards employed. Eliza¬ 
beth Vorontzof experienced from the Emprefe no expreflion of either jcaloufy or 
refentment j her perfon was untouched, und ihe even retained, undiminilhed, all the 
fruits of Peter’s bounty. Catharine, with peculiar magnanimity, forgave the indignities 
which flie had received at her fuggeftion, and even her prefumption in aJpiring to a par¬ 
ticipation of the crown. She was permitted to efpoufe a private perfon, and ftill re¬ 
mains at Peteriburgh, a living monument of the Eiftprefs’s unparalleled lenity Go- 
dovitch, who was particularly obnoxious to the Emprefs, was allowed to retire to‘his 
native country §, and the Holftcin guards, who had importuned the Emjwror to lead 
^ them againfl; his confort, were not treated with tjhe leall feverity: thofe who chofc to 
inlift were incorporatad in the different regiments, and the others withdrew themfeivcs 
unmolefted from Ruflia. Prince George of Holftein, uncle to Peter, and not unac¬ 
quainted with the defign of arrefting the Emprefs, was detained a prifoner in his own 
palace during the progrefs^of the revolution} but was afterwards promoted to the rank’ 
of field-marfhal, and appointed adminiftrator of Holftein during the minority eff the 
ijpreat Duke. ^ 


* Thtre cisi) I>e no doubt but this unfortunate monarch was put to death; but in what tnatiASr the deed 
was perpetrated, or bjr wliom, Do authentic aceoUnt las tver tranfpired. Nor i^t it a matter of wonder that 
fo dark a tratifaftion ihouI4 be involved in the deepeft mylbu)* * Public reportd».ljgnated Cou'nt Aleaiy 
Oilof, and Prince BaratinULi, as ihe piinripal Sdors in this horrid tragedy. I am, hstwever, firmly con¬ 
vinced in opinion, that the death ot die Emperor vras not perpetrated by the command, nor even 

witli the knowle^e'of the Emprefs. 

f On the accemon df Paid,' as I have before obfervtd, hit rematrt were re-interred with imperial bonoau 
>» the cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul. • < , 

I 1 wdi often in her company during my feorod reildeace at Peterfoutgh. ^te yeas theyn an advanced 
age, an^ potTefied tk remains of elegance or beauty. ' „ Jp>. 

§ The Emprefs was fo much pleafed with the fidelity df GodoritdL'ito hit onfortunSlHMlfter, that ihe 
afterwards recalled him into Rn^ and employed him. 


Cathariue 



Catharine fn, the ibirfjr.foprth year of her age when fii#'afceode 4 the 
'tbrotiej ijaad^the foccefstof ihisf ^earaiuttos^ waa tio ovtriog to her pm, pej-fonal 

Grtfg^tf 'Orfof* who h mentioodd f« this oqcount 41 oiKe of the piintlpul agt nts of the revoltitfopi was 
s'rhde-oaitop t<» Cuotlt Peter Schewalof and hpie au iaftrior lanfe iu th< aimy, v^hen hij youth and comeli • 
tufa eaji^iyated Cathan‘»c> thin Grand l)uchefa,'Toon afte* the rec d of htr favoui ite Count Poniatowdti. 
Enn at tnia catly period (he did not attempt to conceal htr aitathmcnt from ihofe m whom iltf npofid any 
confidence. Pointinjir him ont on# dayfio Mr Wrouphtoo* t‘Uo yowfee,” Hii i^id, ‘tiui juung man? 
He ha* had the .tndacity t;o mah* ihre to me.”^ I hu intri^c gieatly contr buted to fa' ilit tie ihi revoUi- 
linn which placed her on the throne. Orlof himfelf was a man of a determined and mtcipiifiitg li irit, and 
bnd <,wif]deral U mfiuencc among the oflicers and foldiers of his own ’’cgimtnl; his attempts were alio fiip- 
poitwhy hisfnui brother^ Alexey> Vlodomiri Feodor, and Ivan, but partitulajly by AJe*#J'. who was in 
the guards, and was one of the nSofl. a&ive agents in the reyolution. .» 

It was principally owing to the fiiggeftions of Orlof that Catbaurte ventured to aiTume the authority as 
Ilmprifs, and not as legent. He was Ihtle known b'fore the revolution, and Mr Keith thus mentions his 
fiifl public appeaiancc at Court. “ HeWoto the ribband of St Alexander, and ths; key of chambeiiain, 
and IS j pood loukiBg ma.i, with a very modeft behayionr. I could not reoolUfl'haviiig ever fun him be- 
foK ^ Ht was afteiwaids lapidly promoted to the higheft honours and offices »>t guvirmnent, 1 oth tivil 
pnd militaiy, and was created Prince of llie German erapha He gained fuch ao .ifcendency osii hr. royal 
nnllul,, that fill “was only prevented from marrying him by the ilrong rtmoniliances of Count i’anin, and 
Marfhal Raaomofaky. 

Oilof gradually diminilhed the nffeaion of the Emprefs by the cOaifeitefb of his mannei’S, his groO inat¬ 
tention, and fieijucnt infidelities. During his journey to Mofeow in lyyt to cheek the progicl. of the 

^ 01', his iiiemics availed themfelves of his ahfcnce to undermine his infiuence. jLufuiii ed of thefe cabal*, 
iddti ly retuined to Peterlhurgh, and itgained, by increafed affiduity, his foimer afecndancy, though he 
did not wholly ueoi Cl hii affeAious. , 

Deeming his power too ftrocgl^arooted to be again (haken, he repaired u> FoAdani in 177 a, to njgdtiate 
a pence with the Twiks, wheie he rtifplayed all the pomp of t npeu'al mvgu’rio<.nee This abfencegave fuc- 
cofs to the cabals of his enemies, and his difgrace was anuoniiced by the iutiodu 3 iofl of a new iavourite, 
V.ifl 5 lehikf f, at the iniligstion of Count Panin and Marlhal Romaii/of. 

With a view to ciufh this cabal by his prefence, Oilof inftanily broke up the congrefs of Fotzani, and 
travelled with fuch expedition as to perform a journey of one thoufand eight hundred miles in nine days and, 
nights. Arriving at the gates of PeUiiburgh, he was rdfufed admittance, and ttceived an order from the 
Tmpiefs to repaii th his country hqufe at Gatchina, tinder pretence of perfeuming quaiantiiie. Still, hhw- 
evtr, he flatlet ed himfelf with ht'pes qf being recalled, and when iiitdcceived by a letter from the Emprefs, 
foi bidding him to appear at court, was fo much afleded that he fainted away 

lleing afterwards ordered to RCvcl, he pifled thiough Peteifburgh, and without pr#vlutu notice, called 
upon hishiother Alexey, while he was ai dinnei witli a large company A gentleman who was prefctit 
dtftiibid the Prince as extrimtly agitated} aftei embiacingiii, bt others, he fit down to tabic, ttaritd up, 
rcfuniid hr feat, again rofc, wh'fpertd his brothers, and vatirtd with them into anoilici apaitinent. 
On the tutlnwing day he departed for Revel, and foon after lit out on hi- tiavcls; but lie had 
fcarcely reached Diefdiit bcfo.i the Empuls recalled him to Petcrihorph, and ofltied him his former 
Bjiartments in the palace, which ue declined, prouably at tla; loAigation of h'l, biothc^, and rcfuiucJ Ins 
jomney * , 

He afterwards elpoufed his niece, and was fo much affefteJ with her death, that he loA hi* fenfe8,|||||pd 
died 111 a flaie of intaiiity. , 

By Prince Oilcf the Emprefs had a fon, whom I faw at th# corps de cadets, wheie he was educated ; 
hr appeared to me, in 17791 to be altout fevintteji year# of ugc, He lodged in the hqufe of Ribas, the 
principal maneger under M. de B#tlkoi. He paffed at firll for the fon of a gentleman of the n ime of 
Schwetm, but aflumed that oi Bohrinikb fnom an e&ate which the Emptefs tmrehafed for him. lie was 
apprifed of his origin fiom the high marks of dnlini'lton,whieh he received. He was often admitted to the 
Emprefs. Piince Orlof called him his fon, and carried hw portrait in the l^id of his InufF box ^ A jjlufiiatt 
nobleuiaq tpld me that he once took up the* box by chance, and knew the piflure frOm ^{JS fttikhlg refent* 
HanCc. He ventured, hoWever, to afk whom h ireprefeqjted, and Princefs C^lof* who was prefeBt»/«»lied 
with a fmile, It is my portrffit in a man’* dreft, before I was married ” liobrinJki afterwards trpvdled* 
and I heard of him when 1 was at Geneva, in 1784 

The Etoptefs*always retained a b'gh degree pf regard for the ^emory of Prine* Oilof, airt tfeatsS his 
brothers with great njaftkb of favour andcouMcmm. Tjie family recei'cd eftaies, containiii|(i fOTCy-five 
thoufitiid peafants, and to the amount of 3,000,000!. AerHrtg in money, houfes, plate, and jewlmi 
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theiighti caiiU ttot t^e feen ihrdugjh*. wis'npj.tithei^ ‘^^a!|ure tteifl & tr^elsjii.’ 

bud, a table» and ibme chairs. In this dtftniil ''apsrtmisQt W iiiimnred/doring' thn 
fpace of eight years< cxceptiiig whf'n he wa$ oceafio«ai[|v.cottd“^^'»d ihe'itttew^i* fdr- 
tiefsi, which cnromunfcAtcd at top itfith the air; bpt m the enj<3ylnent of wmfch.’ the 
appn henCons <ki hk cfcapc 'rendered it {(npolittc to gratify as often^ as humapity 
conld have \viflK,<l. 

WUh refped to Ins intejlods* as he had been a^prifoned from the ftcond year of his 
age, his idt'd. id epurfp were tow, aftd bis kpoif^Jeagc exceedingly limited, and though 
not abfoloicl) an Ideot, he diicov'ered oceafional iyinptoms of inianity. lie could neither 
K‘ad «f>r vviito; ho ip>>ko the Ruffian language, and knew a fow'German vtorJs, which 
he muft have learned when almoft a chila frofh his parents} he was rather inarticulate 
in his fpceth, and wir n agitated, Ibmwtered exceedingly |. He was not ignorant of his 
dofeent, and that he had once been Emperor. He was flrongly prepofufled with the 
hopes of re-afeending the throne, ufed frequently to allude to nis behaviour when that 
event Ihould take place, .uui whenever he Was roufed to paffion, wonld threaten to 
phnifli thofe whn provoked him. He was exceedingly choleric and^ferocious, and 
would rage altnoft to niaduefs whenever he was intoxicated. For fome time he was 
improperly indulged in every article for his table; he was ferved in plate, had a great 
variety ot diffies, and all kinds of wine. IJut to j>revcnt Iiis Aequeht exetffis, thefe 
luxuries were judidoufly diminiflied, though hib maintenance was flill amply protided 
for by the allowance of eel. a month §. 

He would change his drefs twenty timtik'a day, and walk about his room, admiring 
himfelf with puenle fatls^Iion. In regard to his religious opinions, be had a faint 
knowledge oi' the Greek periiiafion, and ufed frequently to pray in the moll feivcnt 
manner. Onde a year he was accuftomed to confefs, Snd receive the facrament, and 
often boafted of obtaining revelations from the angel Gabridl. 

♦ He certainly kpew that the Emprefe Elizabeth was feated upon that throne from which 
he had been depofed; but it does not appear that ho was ever acquainted with her 
death, and the fubfequent changes. Peter III. foon after his acccllion, came to Schliif- 
idburgb, accompanied by Godovitch, LefT Alexandpeflich Narifhkin, Volkof, and Baron 
Korf. In croffing the arm of the Neva to the ifland, the boat which conveyed Pctci 
and his fuite ftruck againft a fragment of the ftone, and was nearly overfet. On land- 

* In fome recent publication', the Bpartmeut of Ivan is enoneoufly deferibed ni a cafCmate of the for- 
trefs, the vet) 1»J>U of winch was bricked up. 

i Sec the dccount of tichlulieiburgll, cltap. vli 

f hit bfe of Lathuirte the Second, and others on the authority of M. 4 r 8cgttr»fome time 

FrC'ich ambafiador at the court of Pcteithur^h, have aiTcrted that Ivan was not deficient in fenfe, did not 
ilaCsmer, and wa^ capable of reading and wtittng, I deem it nectfiar^ to tneatfon the authorities fiom which 
i lUrived i»« informatiou, 1 Cohtic holmes, who was at Peteiihurgh before the death of Ivan, a Mt. 
Lieman, a Dane, who had been Jong refident in CiigUiid, was, duHiig my travels In fettled at 

Sclitudelbtirgh, where he had eftabllJhed a mannfC&osy for pniiting cottony, a»«S was i« habits of intimacy 
witli Berednikof, the governor lif the foftre£>, t, Bcredmjtof himfelf, wtibm Mr, Lientan at ray requeft 
inviud t® dihner 4, A Kuffian pohlefoSn of undoubted velocity, whojtoivcd the accoimt from Volkof 
the touhfellor Of iljtte, flint by Peter the Wfd to’^Scbluflllbu^n th'dilipiovcr' tlm reri chkratSefof Ivan. 
5. Lef AlesaiidreVifch Narifliftin, guat wamberlain to the EmwSta, who was prefent at the interview 
between Ptier and Ivan —■ .—In ipy fccond viut to Peterfourghy he confomeiiihy narrative, and even e*- 
pnfled his furpeifc 4| the acfs^rsty of my Jlattment. From tli^w ^Hthorities, aad otfiers which I »•» ** 

prefent at liberty to mention, 1 comt»led the whole bf my narrative. ^ • 

It IS barely fufficient to notice the Improbability qf another af^tbn aiflinnced by thf: biiwraph®*' 
tharine, that Peter I’ntetidtd to Wmipaie Iv^ii his fucCi.|ror,i janm^hao even hroughi hiip t$ 
that puipofe, where he 1 $ faid to have been at the time of the resolution. 

$ All ample allowance in Hulhn, Vrherc provifionf were fo cheep. 
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itigf, the Umpeycii* fent one of his foit^l to the governor, with an order of admillton figncd 
by himfeif, tvas immediately reedved within the fortrefs, and conduced to the Prince's 
apartment. ^ Peter for a ihort time remained con.cealedii while his noliles and attendants 
oonverfed with Ivan; but he foon joined the company, dmnk a difh of coffee, and en¬ 
tered into difeourfe Wtft the Prince. ' ’ * 

I.endeavoured to colled fomp intelligence of what paffed at this conference; hut the 
information I received, even frdlm peifons of good authority, was extremely vanousand 
contradidory. Inltead, thde^bre, of detailing uncertain and dilcordani anecdor< 1 
(hall fubmit to the res^.ler a tranflalion from Bufehing’s account of thi.; interview, which 
muft be deembd authentic- becdure he received it from Baron Korf, who was prefent. 

“ In March 176a, Peter III. defirous of feeing Ivan, fet olf early in the morning for 
Schluffellmrgh, accompanied by Baron Korf, Leff Alexandnevitch Narifhkin, and Vol- 
kof. He travelled with pofl-horfes, and kept his intention fo fecret, that it was noon 
before his uncle Prince George of Ilolftein was made acquainted with his departure, 
Peter affumed the ebarader of an officer; and having flicwn the Governor of Schluffel- 
burgh an ordar for admilGon, previoully figned by hjmfelf, went, with his'attcndants, to 
the apartment of Prince Ivan, which he found a wretched place, provided with the 
meaneft furniture. His clothes were clean and in good condition, but extremely coarfe, 
and he was remarkably neat in his pqffon, as well as in his linen. He had the appear¬ 
ance of an idcot, and fpoke in a confufed manner. One moment he affirmed that he 
was the Emperor Ivan, and the next, that the foul of that Emperor, who was no longer 
alive, had migrated into his body. On being afked what induced him to imagine that 
he was an Emperor, he replied, ‘he learnt it fiom his parents and the foldtors who 
guarded him.’ Being. qfttfUoned whether he recolleiled his p’arents, he aufwered in 
the affirmative; and then bitterly lamented, that the Emprefs Efizabeth had always'kept 
them, as well as himfeif, in a wretched date; adding, he well remembered that he and, 
the/were formerly under the care of an officer, who was the only perfon that had ever 
llunvnlhem any tendernefs or humanity. Korf indadily demanding, whether he ftill 
lliould know this officer, ‘ I could not rccolleil him at prefent,* anfwercd Ivan, * as it 
is fo long ago fince I faw him, iind I was then a child, but his flame I have not forgot¬ 
ten, it is Kbrf.* I'he General was greatly affoflcd. Ivan had heard of the Great Dukc 
ano his wife* f and as ho repeatedly l^d that he hoped again to be Emperor, he was Ufked 
what manner he would* then behave to them; * I would have them both executed,’ 
jumed the Prince. Peter was much fhocked; be determined, however f, to order 
_ i conftruftion of a fmall houfc in the forrrels for the unhapp” priionel', and propofed 
to treat him in a more humane manner. Prince Qeorge of Ilolftein even advifed Peter 
to reftore the Princq to liberty, to fend him into Germany, togedier with his father, 
Anthony UMc, and the reft of his family, and allow jbem a handfome penfion; but 
"the Emj^ror did not feem^o approve the advice J.” 

To this curious account I am«cnabled tb add an authentic anecdote. Peter had not 
been IdhgVhh'Ivan before he became dlfpirited aud-'fuddenly indifpofed; he accord¬ 
ingly quitted the room, and went out into the air. «1 feel mvfelf now.” faid he. to 

•m 

» 

*• Namely, Peteatili<d£Mhtifi0e. 

f #We may cdkA thife expretfiana, Bnfcltio^ Aippofed tbe hevfe witHn ttie fiBaU fortve^i to 
have bq;n coiiilrufi^ Tor aqd not for the Emprefs ; but he whs probably uotacqpaipted wtth,the ctr- 
cijimftaiKt, that l«ao v/jHa retabwd to Kexholm the mgiOMng of Junji ^nithis removal was peibapi ocvlflotKd 
Iw the ddign wliith (he 'BkMm hvRl'^ormecI), of oonfioingzhe Emptefa >0 the fortrefs of oehhiSelbprgh,'’ 
when Peter vifited ?cbloflefburi}h the flieU of the ^fe was nearly fiailhed. 
t See Gtfchkbte des RiiiBfcuett^yfeta Johann, dea Britten. But H. M. VI. ii. 5|o, & feq. 
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or*c of his fuite, much rofreflied ; I was ,indeed, exce^diogly iflioeked^ and v?^^ 
famiiuj,'.” > He thcii rctunied into the apartment, and rga^weid 

lv:iu, with whom he (laid near aR-hourv ; / -y.' ' 

Filler, it is iaid, propofed to releafe Ivan from his imptifonraent; and as he hadeoiu 
eelved an idea th'it, perhaps,'p6licy had induced the Prince to counterfeit idiotiftn, for 
the purpofe.cf dilebvering the truth, he ordered a confidential perfou * to remain for 
feme days in Ivyn’u apaitineht. This perfon fqon perceived that his behaviour was not 
tlic elietl of difliiiiulatioii; he at times talked wildly, as if he was really difordered in bis 
uiidei {lauding j and frequently with raptures aflerted, that the angel Gabrkd appeared 
to him in vifions, and brought him revelations from heaven. Being aflced by this per¬ 
fon, why he imagined that he had once been Emperor, he replied, “I was told fo by 
one of my guards, who looking fledfaftly at me, burft fuddenly into tears ; on my de- 
niandm'<- the reafon, he informed me, that he, as well as the whole natiori, had formerly 
taken the oath of allegiance to me as Emperor ; and he then gave me the account of 
my dethronement, and of the acceffion of Elizabeth.” _ - _ 

Feter, fully convinced that Ivan’s underftanding was difordered, foon rclinquiflied all 
thoughts of releafing him ; and afterwards ordered him to be fent by water to Kexholm, 
a fortrefs fituated in a fmall ifland w^here the Voxen flows into the lake of Ladoga. He 
was conveyed acrofs that lake in a fmall open bogt to a galliot, which lay at anchor to 
receive him at fome diftance from Schluflllburgh. The wind being boiflerous, and the 
water extremely agitated, he at firH trembled with fear, but in a Ihort time became com- 
poTed, although there arofe a violent llorm, which the watermen could fcarcely weather. 
The waves indeed ran fo high, that the boat was qverfet, and the Prince was not faved 
without the greatell difficulty. In the month of Auguft,,Iv£rn ’^as again removed from 
the fortrefs of Kexholm to that of Schluffelburgh, by order of the Emprefs Catharine. 

• 'fhe carriage in which he was conduced breaking down near the village of SchlufleU 
burgh, lie was let through the jialacc co'vqrcd with a cloak, and thus fettled again in his 

former habitation t* . . . . ' 

This unhappy ftate-.priloner w'as detained in riie fame fortrefs until his deceafe, the 
mpming of the 5 th 4 of July, 1764. Two ofliceis,^ Captain Vlafief and Lieutenant 
Tchekin, were appointed for his guard, and Itationed in his apartment. In the fortrefs 
was a company, confiding of near an hundred foffliers, of whom eight or"ten flood cen- 
titlel in the corridore clofe to the door of his room, and within the palTage leading to it;, 
the refl were pofled in the guard houfe, at the gate, and in different parts of the %• 
trefs, under the command of the Governor. At that time the regiment of Smolenl^ 
was quartered in the village of SchlulTelburgh, and every week, an hundred men relievec 
the guard in the fortrefs. Vaffili Mirovitch, an under-lieutenant in this regiment, bj 
attempting to releafe Ivan, was the caufe of his death. He was grandfon of the rebe. 
of the fame name, wbp followed Mazeppa Hetman of the Coffacs, when he revolted 
from Peter the Great, and joined Charles XII. in his ill-concerted expedition into the 
Ukraine* • .Mirovitch had applied to the Emprefs to reftorc the eftates of his grand- 
fatha”, which had been confifeated hfter .the battle of Pultp^a ; but meeting with a re- 
fofal, as well in tins as iii other g^ppUcapons, he Ibrmed,:the de^^^^ 
livering Ivan, and’repladng him on, the throne. Being, jiqweiver, wkhout fortune or 
connexions, the nteans * was enabled to adopt were inadequate to-the raflmefs of the 
enurprize.'. ■ 


* Volkbf, who was aftbrwilfdl^^verhbr'pf Peterfburgh,. ‘v , 
j- Thefe two cut ions ciicnmltauces I received from Berednikoff himfelf. 
4 O. S. i6thN. S. ^ , 
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A fe^ iHboths before the'pur|)d^^ of executing this daring enterpHze, hecoii'.. 
municated it at Cafan to Apollbu UthakoF, a lleutehaTU in the regiment of Vcliki Luki. 
Thefe two aflbciates repaired to the church oh the "VKigiiJi^ Mary, where they took an 
■oath of lecrecy and fidelity oii.th# aftar, and mixing fanaiicifm with treafon, invpked 
the Alrtiighty to aflift find fan^ify their defigns. • They allb joined'in drawing up a 
ftianifefto, which they purttofed lo diftribute as foon as Ivan fliould Ue rdlored to liberty. 
The execution of this' ehtbt^riize v'as delayed until fuinrner^ when the I'.mprefs wasex- 
pefted to be abfentVfdm the capital on ah expedition in|o Livoniijif^ Soon afterwards 
Miroviteh joined Kis»reginieht, which; was quartered at Schluflelburgh ; but his confe¬ 
derate IJlhakof'was Vccid'elitally dfow-ned, on the 39th of March, in liis journey to 
Smolentko."'" ■ . / " 

Mirovitchj deprived of his afibciafe, dOes hot appear to have found atiy other perfon 
in whom he could repofe equalxOnfidence. He founded, however, Tikon Cafatkan, a 
fervant of the court j and‘aitfully endea'voured to infufe into Iris mind rebellious prin¬ 
ciples, in order to make him, at a proper feafog, the inftnunbnt of his purposes. But 
he w'as fome>^hat more explicit with Simeon Tchevaridfef, lieutenant in the corps of 
artillery, to wffom he cbtnmunicated, firft by dark and obfeure hints, and rhen in fonic- 
what plainer ti^ms, a defigh of releafing Ivan, and bf coiidudting hini to that corps fta- 
tioned at Peterfburgh. But'he mevtioned it merely as a project, without fixing any 
precife time for attempting it, of naming himfelf as the perfon who would dare to un¬ 
dertake it. * ■' 

■With fo little managehicnt, and ho jirecabtioh in cafe of failure, did Mirovitch rcfolvc 
to carry his defign into executiohj but he was upon diiL/ auring a whole week in the 
fortrefs, without finding a favourable opportunity: He bbferved, however, and^fet a 
private mark on the door of Ivan’s apartment, and Ihevved it to Simoon Tchevaridfef, 
who came from Peterfburgh to vifit him. At the clofe of the week his turn expired? 
but he obtained, under forae fpdfcious pretence, the pdrmiffion of being continued an. 
guard on the eveniiig of the 4th of July*.' lie did not, however, previoufly gain more 
than,bhe commom fqldicri' wh^^ name wasTacob PHkof. It was not till about ten at 
liight that he fifft hinted his intcntioii to three corporals and two foldiers, •w'ho, thoijgh 
they at fifft pofitlvely refiifed to join him, yet, by the affiflancc of Piikof,* and by his own 
artful perfiiafions, were ai length prevailed upon to fayous* his defigns j but could not 
be induced to Sift with that determined refplution which tlie circumftances required. On 
the contrary, they continued wavering, and alarmed with the danger,' pyopofed to defer 
the enterprise until a more convenient opportunity. Mirovkch at firft artfully appeared 
to yield to their fears’; but between one and two in the morning he fbddenly renewed 
his folicitations; when, incapable (jf refifting his pl^ufible mdnnef, the diftribmjon he 
made among them of feme money, the jiromUe of move, the expe^ation of, gi*eat pro¬ 
motion, and his authorityas'commanding pfficer, they were induced tp#cond his 
attemp^;^}'''^. -b i?' "b ^ V'\' • 

Having thus fecufed fix aSftants, he .fujmrooned about forty of tife foldiers ftationed 
in that part of the fpitfefsi forae: of and oihe^ upon guard*} and 

under pfetej:ic& of aiS<o^er from the ; limpfefe, bomnianded^ t^^^^ their pieces 

with ball, and^to fpllb:^ him j and before they were awsr^pf, hk Intention, led them 
towards the apartnfoht bfol^^ '10 his way he was met by lleredliikof the gby^br. 
This officer had retired to reft, but being alarmed by one of the gqards, haftily drefled. 
himfelf, and accofting Mirovitch, commanded hiri to declare the caufe of thp diiiufbance; 

lytli, O S. ' 

5 H a , Mirovitch 
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Miroviteh retunodl no anfw^r, but ftriking him on tho forehwd <vith the baft-end of 
his mu(k(H:, deliverejd him a prifoner to fome of his party, and with the remainder ad¬ 
vanced to a woo’den gate, which guarded the paflage loading to the Prince’s apartment. 
He demanded adtOittancc} bpt meeting with a refufel from the ccntinels, ordered his 
followers to difcHsirgc their mulkcts and force their way} they obeyed, and the cend- 
nels returned the fire. The foldiers, deceived by Miroviteh, had expedod no pppofi- 
tion; furjirized, therefore,, and alarmed at the refiftance of the c^tinels, they retired 
with prccipitationj^aotwithftaijdingall the efforts of their leader, and infifted on feeing 
tho order of the Emprefs. Miroviteh inyitediately read to them* a paper *, which he 
had forged, at the bottom of which he had counterfeited theirnperial fignature; and as 
it was no difficult matter to deceive ignorant men, few of whom could read, he pre¬ 
vailed upon them by entreaties, promdes, and threats, to make a fecond attempt. Dur¬ 
ing fljis fliprt interval, a cannon was drawn from one of tho baftions, which Miroviteh 
himfelf pointed againft the palTigc leading to the Prince’s apartment, when tho door was 
fuddenly opened, and the whole pal ty hiffered to enter without oppohrion. 

On the firij: attempt of Miroviteh, Viafief and Tchekin had difperietTthe affailants 
by ordering the ecntinels to fire; but when they returned, and Miroviteh, with his 
cannon pointed, leemed determined to force his way, the officers, findin'g no poffibility 
of lurther refiftance, attacked with their drawn (vords the unfortunate ohjeil of this 
conteft, who had been aw<ikeued by the tumult, and had ftarted out of bed. The 
Prince, though without any weapon, and almoft naked, yet, animated with dtfpair, 
made a vigorous defences he parried thtir lepcated thrufts; and, though pierced 
through the hand, broke one of their fwords, until overpowerae^ and ftabbed in fevcral 
places, he was dilpatched by a wound in the back, 'i'he officers immediately threw 
open the door, and, pointing to the body of Ivan, exclaimed, “ Hero is your Em- 
/peror!” Miroviteh, beholding the dead body, ftarted back in an agotiy of furprizc ; 
foon, however, recollecting himfelf, he maue no other attempt j but returned with 
perfect compofure to the Governor, and delivering up his fword, calmly faid, “ I am 
now your prifoneri.” v 

On the following day, the body of Ivan was expofed in a fliiit and a pair of drawers 
before the guard-houfe in the fortrefe, whither an imnienfe concourfe of people flucked 

* It U difiicult, Rt this diftanct of time, to find tnit jt.he contents of this paper; but it appraitd, fiom 
the examination rf Miroviteh and ius alIoei.Urs, to have been ohfcnrtly drawn up. As he nSeiud ihat r^iiaC 
he read to thrm ifliied from the Empiet-., be conld not lay open his dtlign of rtUafirifr Ivan ; and probably 
the paper contained only an order to take the Prince from the uiitudy of Vlafief and rchcLin, who might 
bt reprefented as betiaying their tiuit: this fuppofitroin's conlmnd'd bv the vioUnt .tbtifi; wiiteii tire iolditis, 
on tlicir leturn to the iecontl attark, thivw out againll tlrif^two cilficers. Nikita XicUdef, the next in 
command to Mirovitcii, was the only pci Ton who ^rcymd iiTat the order was coutitci ieitid, and,though 
he did not affifi Mlrovitoli. lie was aiterwastU punimtd i<fr nut difcpyering tins impufition'io the mifguidtd 
foldiers. , > 

Such was the aixaottnt of this tianfit^ion, wliich 1 received ftoih ib« go^rvot j but d<cm it a duty 
to riifert a note froini the £arl of fiucktngiiamihiif to tb^ Lari of HardVyicke, wiiich relates more circum- 
fiantialfy the behaviour of Miroviteh. ' ^ ' 

‘ »» ^ 1 July i$tb, iy^ 4 . 

" The tiBcer then (after having dabbed Ivan) produced.the i>ody*kQ thd JLieotenaniand hi* foldiers, and 
told them they might new do their Emperor what they hougtit prdper. Mirvjfa carried the oor|>a 
to the foot oi the guard, and c^ered it w^th the (.oloms, and tU^n^ with 41 fplditis, proftraUd himfelf 
before it, dnd kiffed thd handii; then taking his own gorget, falh, ,ana fword, laid them by the body, 
and addrtffing himfelf ds the Colonel of fCotgalow, wtu> was tlwn amred, and prihtihg to the body, told 
Mm, ‘There is your Emperor, you may do Ifs you pleafe. Advrrfe lortune n.M Idaftcd my dtfign. X 
mourti for my own fate, but for the mife^ of my poor fellow ioidieis. the iohocent viftimsof my 
aodertiduRjf.’ He then embraced the under officers,.and futren^ed himhlf and Ma/wljlicn.’i' 

JO from 
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from all qus^tera. I was informed by a gentleman *, who xros preleat on the occafion, 
that he Ihmid it impoflible to deferibe the animated grief which appeared in the fiotin- 
.tenances, attitudes, and exprefBons of the jicsopls at the fig^ht of a Vtince, who had once 
been feated upon the throne, whofe misfortune only, and jno crimp, hdd occafioned 
his imprifonment, and whoie wretched pxiftence had been prematurely cloicd by th« 
hand of violence. I’he concourfe at laft being fo great as to txcitc apprehenlions of a 
tumult, the body was wrapped in a flipcp-ihin, put into a coffin, and buried in an an- 
tient chapol of the fortrefs, which is now demolifhcd. 

ikfiordine to the infownation I received fiom thofe who hid fecn the bodj? of Ivan, 
he was fix feet in lieight, handfome, and athletic; he had fmall fiery eyes, reddilh 
hair and beard, and a complexion uncotmiionly fair, though pall’d fiom confinement. 

The account of this wild enterprife, and of Ivan’s death wss forwarded to Count 
Panin, together witlj feveral copies of the manifv'llo, found upon Mirovifhh. It con. 
tained the molt virulent abufe and dreadful iinprecaii ms agalpft the Emprefs, who was’ 
j'oprcfcnted as an bfutper di the throne of which Ivan was th * lawful fovereign; and 
iIjo copies were ib have been diftributed .is foon as the (’rinco fiiould be refeued and 
brought to the capital. Count Panin dilpatched immediate intelligence to the Emprefs 
in Livonia} who dbmmandcd Lieutenant.Gcncral Weymar to repair without delay to 
Schlulfelburgh, to examine Mirovitch and his alTociaies. This information, together 
with )ii|}e*contefiion of Mirovitch and his accomplices, was lafd before a committee com- 
poied ol five principaUcc lefiaftics,thc fcnStCjand of other ntjblts high in rank and office. 
M'rovitch ami his abettors, being removed to Peterfburgfa, were exiroiifod at different, 
times before this committee, borii feperately and togefher} arid the refult of all thefe 
enquiries fended to Ihew, that Mirovitch had not been inftigated to this attempt} but 
had originally contrived the plot, and afted throughout the whole tranfafiion folely 
from hiiniclf. , ' 

During fc-veral meetings held on this occafion, Mirovitch aflonilhed the committee 
by his infolcn*-and undaunted behaviour} at laft, however, he was brought in forae 
mealure to a finfe of his crime, by the reprefentations of the Archbilbop of Roftof, and 
four nobles fpecially deputed for that’purpofc, and being again exhorted to confefs if. 
ho bad any all'ociatcs, he firmly replied, " As a man devoted to die, I folomnly declare, 
that my confolfiou contains all f know. I call upon the Almighty to,wituefs the truth 
of this affertion, and denounce his fevoreft vchgeance upon me in the next world, if I 
have mifreprefented any circumft.>nce or concealed aljj accomplioe.”^ Befog Copvifted 
of high treafou, lie was condimined to loft* his head} and the body, together with the 
fcaffoid upon which ho was to fuffer, were ol-derqd to be jburnt upon the fpot. The 
lentcnce was performed op the 26th of September, in ihe city of Pecerfinirgh. Miro- 
viich Walked to thf* place of'execution along the ftreets, through an innumerable con¬ 
courfe of people, With an unconcerned air, and ftcady countenance. Having mounted 
the fcaffoid, he caft his eyes aroUnd him with a look of indifference, then croffed him-, 
felf, and wiihont Uttering a Angle Word f, laid down his bead upon the block, and it 
was fevered from his body at one ftrokc. ' , * ^ 

Mirovitch wloTie fuffored capitally} hiSniw>ttorsi>wefa fubjefted to different penalties, 
according to the dtfgrefes of thefo guilt. Bficof, whb was tlie |ipft criminal, was fen- 
tenced to run the gaflnilet tw^Ve times through* line of a thoiuand mra, and his five 
aflbeiates ten times i they ti^ere then condenpied for life to hard labour' and impipjEbn. 

♦ >Mr. Licttaa. * , 

f It msy not be improper torenaik, that MirovftM waa not gagged, ai hat been falfdy tfieited. 

ment 
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meftt; a ftfJtence heavier than death itfelf. It is needleis to difcnmbatc th? penalties 
iihppfed hpon the others, which confifted chiefly in the gauntlet, in degradation, and in 
'toudeinnatioh to ferve in diftant garrifons. It will be fufficient to obferve, that fifty-five 
.deliu<^uents%ere involvqd in the ^uilt of Mirovitch : to thefe thud be added Cafatkia 
and Tchevaridfef, who were convicted of holding treafouable cbnyerfations vvith hiin ; 
and Nikita Lefiedt'f, who was punilhed for not having undeceived the foldiers, by ek- 
pofirig the falfity of the order forged by Mirovitch. 

Siich are the principal fafts which I was able to collefl refpeding the life and death 
of Ivan ; and I have endeavoured to ftate them with perfeit impartiality. Thel'arne 
regard to troth prevents me from concealing reports induftrioufly circulated, that the 
cdurt not only connived at, but even encouraged the attempt of Mirovitch. The ac- 
cufation is thus .ftated. Orders were previoufly given to Vlafief and Tchekiu to dellroy 
Ivan, if any attempt to releafe him ihould be likely to fucceed^, and for (he purpofe 
of furniflang them wiih, a pretence for difpatching him, Mirovitch was privately infii- 
gated to form a cbnfpiracy in his favour. In fupport of tliis accufatibn it is urged : 
i. ln the attack of Mirovitch and his party on the guards of Ivan, not one perfon on 
each, fide was either killed or wounded. 2. The conduct; of Mirovitch on the failure 
of his projebt, his daring behaviour under his trial, and his calm cpmpofure at the place 
of execution, are not, on any other fuppofition, to be accounted for. ,3. Orders 
were given to Vlafief and Tchekin for putting Ivan to death ; and they were pi thnoted 
for executing thofe orders, 

I. With rcfpebl tol the firll: affertion, w'c may readily allow tlie faft to have been 
very extraordinary, but by no means improbable. It is a w'ell-known circumftance, that 
in the outfldrts of an army large bodies of light troops frequciuly approach dole to 
each other, .and fire without eifecl. And if this frequently happens in the day-time, 
the probability is dill further increafed, when we confider that the rencounter in quef- 
tioh happened at two in the morning, and in the midd of a thick fog* ** . Nor is it extra¬ 
ordinary that the centinels of Ivan, who were but few, and fome of thefe few llieltered 
in the palfage, and others probably behind the pillars of the wridore, fliould not be 
Wounded by the random fhots of the adailants, wavering in their refolutibns, and un- 
Certclin whether to comply with, or difobey, the orders of their leader. With rcfpect 
to the party of, Mirovitch, the whole number did iiot attack in a colleiitiye body ; 
nitmy or them continued at fome didance; and they were all fo alarmed at the unex- 
pebted return of their fire, that they indantly difperfed, and probably before all the guards 
ihad difehargod their muficets ; and as tlj^p guard confided only bf eight or ten, as the 
night was dark, and the area large, it cannot be deemed furprifing that they miffed the 
affailants. To a perfon who has been upon the fpot, and examined the pofition of the 
place, thefe ftippofuions arc far from appearing improbable ; W'hereass on the other 
: baud, if we conclude the whole to have been concerted, we mud allow that every in- 
'.dividual, on both fides, was previoufly informed that the attack, as well as defence, 
Ihould be'feigned : a cafe in itfelf iinpollible, that a defign of fuch importance, and the 
Tflbde of accomplifliing it, (hould be entrufted to Xo many, and thole of no higher rank 
' than common foldiers f. a'The 

* The tnitli of ^liis cirtumftaace lias been erroiicoufly MiAjd in quV^'on ; for I was informed at Schluf- 
felburgb', that ajinoll every movning in luraititigS' fojj^^recdes fiinoifc, wblcli is naniiiilly. accounted for 
from tlie Ihuaiion of .tlie itland on which ^he fot in a matfiiy foil, and clofe’ to ihi largcft late 

in Europe.' ■ ?, 

■\ In reply to this nrg-. ment, it has been faitUliat the cartridges dillribottd to the foldiers on both Cdes 
^ wetc vi^y^ut balls j blit no authority has ever been adduced iu Support of tliis affertion. If we could fup- 

** pofe 



coxa’s TRAVEI.S m RUSSIA. ' 79I 

2. The fecond {iir^';iimcnt is ‘drawii from tlie condud of Mirovitch oh.the deadi of 
during his trial, and at the place of execution. In, regard to his behaviour oil 
' the death of it is 'objcdled, that, inftcad of atfcmptuig to make any r^GtiahcOji'he 
calmly, and of'his own aecord, delivered himfeh^ a priloncr. 'i'u this it may bd kn- 
fwered, that he had founded all his hopes of faccefs on obtaining polTeffion of Ivan’s 
perfon ; the moment, therefore, that ihofe hopes were fruftrated by the death of the 
Prince, his fate was decided. He had great difficulty in perfuading, the foldicrs to 
make the fecond attack, when the Prince V'as alive j what affiftaiice,. therefore, ■ could 
be expected from thcin ,when they knew fliat^he .was dead ? They had no other ob< 
je£t than to' releafe' Ivan, and had even, been unwillingly hurried on to favour that at¬ 
tempt. Could Mirovitch fuppofe that they wQuld defperateiy affifl him in attacking the 
officers, and in forcing an efcape? And indeed whither could he efcape .? He could 
neither conceal himfelf in the fortrefs;' nor could he ealily withdraw from the idand. 
He had, therefore, no other alternative than felf-deftniflion, or an immediate furrender. 
His preference of a furrender may be attributed to impulfe of the moment, or lather 
perhaps to the cool intrepidity of his charailcr^ rie had ventured his life and fortunes 
upon one riik of extreme hazard, and when that failed him, he knew and was prepared 
for the worft, andfullcnly refigned himfelf to his fate. But after all, it is top much to 
expeft that we (hould jullify tbecondufl,of an enthufiah, in the moment of difappoini- 
inent and defpair, on the principles of found judgment and delibenue reafon'*, 

His daring inlblencc before the committee, and his calm indifferf'nce at the place of 
execution, arc, it is alleged, hot to be accounted for, but on the fuppofuion that he 
either endeavoured to prevent the idea of collufion, or becaure lie was lecurc of pardon. 
It is iurmifed, therefore, that he was only to lay down his head on the block, and a 
reprieve was to be ready at the place of execution. 'I’o this I briefly anfwer, that it is 
not to be conceived by what proniiles a man could poffibly be perfuaded to hazard 
himfelf in fo critical a flate. What could induce him to rilk his life under a momen¬ 
tary flrokc, to be given or fufpencled by a power interc'led in his deflrudion ? For the 
dead betray nothing; and his death would preclude all difeovery of fo infamous a tran- 
faclion. And thefe flrange fuppofitions arc advanced, as if no rebel w'as ever un-^ 


pofe that -tfie murdyr was committed inieiitionally, bdl-cartridges could not liavc been veiihhcld from a 
motive of humanity. * 

* 1 cannot in this place avoid citing a paffhge from an anonymous .tuthofj who (upp^fts a collufion 
between Mirovitch nnd the court: •< Apres un ft noble exploit Mellis. Wlalief ct Tclickin jetteiiC le 
corps tiu Prince alTafiine. devant la porte } ct par un eflet mlrariilcux Mirovltv., qui nc cmmijhtt alurs k 
Frince IveiH qtte de nom, le reeontioil dunt ce moment pour fan Emperrur non ol/lntil le IronWard epais." A 
ftrange pbjedtion I as if, becaufe Mirovitch was not acquainted witli ilu; perfon of Ivan, h« fiiould not know, 

. or atieaft believe, the dead body to be his, when ihtfguards cried out, “ Hete is ymir iimperor 1” Could 
he conceive they had murdered an innocent perfon, merely with the view of ticliidiug him ? And were not 
the,doors of the apartment thrown open, and he at full liberty to featch and fatisfy himfelf ? Another, 
paffage from the fame author muft be vnentiohed for its glaring faifity : “ Le coup inaitendu k frappa 
tcllemcnti qu'il temoigne fon repentir et Ton affliftion it toute fa troupe, fc rend pnfouiiicr; cl de tovtotfa 
garde qui eiiiii etmplke du mime erime, luifeuiqai eu eji le chef ejl urreie, el hi feul cn ejl puni.” The reader 
will be ab!b to judge wliether thedbl^rs who affilieH Minwitch were equally guilty with him j and whe¬ 
ther he was the only iRrfpn arrefted^ aiid the only perfou* putiilhed. Tin auih.or of the above malevolent 
paragraph did not knowjt perhaps, that, by the laws of KiiiTw, capital penalties aretfeldom infilled ; or 
that the accomplices of Mirovitch' were feverely puniflied. Wr may remind hitti, that even in the rcJ)cUion 
of Piigatchef, that impoftorand fourof hisprincip<il confederates "ere the only perfons who fnfi’ered death ; 
the other rebels were knooted and condemned to hard labour aihd imprifonment, 'The canfc mull be.very-,i, 
bad indeed, when its defenders have recourfe to fuck frivolous objtdiuns, and fuch glaring Talfehouds. 
See Pieccs boacernSnt la Mort du Pfiiiicc Ivan. 

‘I daunted 
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driuntfd during jria!; nor, any raaM^dor every met widi firmnefs a^d even >n* 
difference. . . * 

3. WitU refpod to the th^rd argument, w^icli refts on the previous orders to the 
officers Vlafie^iand Tchekin, their execution of thofe orders, and promotion iijt cOnfe- 
quertce, I clearly and dectfivcly reply, that fuch orders were pot pecuiiar to the guards 
of Ivan \ they are always given to thofe who arc appointed to fecure ftate^prifoners of 
any confeqvicnce in Ruffia. During the whole reign of EHisabeth, this prccaiuion h.id 
always been taken 5 and ilie orders were renewed whenever tlie perfons cntrufled with 
the care of Ivan were changed. * * * j 

Uur, ill fupportof this-ar^ment, it is further alleged, that the offitjers were too pro* 
apitate in difpatching the Prince; tbejf^ might have conveyed him to foino phee of 
greater feeurity, when the confpirators had been repulfed in their firft onfet. But whi- 
rher could they convey him? They could .not cduccal him in the fortrefs/ or reuioie 
him from the ifland. There could* be no apartment more fecure than that in which lie 
was confined ; and even if they had attempted to remove him, the fliortnefs of the in¬ 
terval between thelirft and fecond affauk would have prevented thenf. The affiilanis 
infhntly rctunud as loon as the forged order was read to them, and they return*. J 
with a loaded cannon. It follows, therefore, that the officers and cenvinels found them- 
felves incapable of refiftance, and that Ivan nvift have fallen into the hands ol Miro- 
\ifchj they had, therefore, no other alternative than to put him to death. Dreadful 
alternative indeed! but which they were obliged to embrace, for the preftrvation of die 
public tranquillitv. If ^hey perfoi tped their duty in this*emcrg( ncy, the approbaiioii of 
tiicir fovereign, and their fubfequent promotion, were the natural, and I even add, the 
juff confequcnccs. 

But furely the whole condu^ of Mirovitch, his aflbeiation with Dfbakof, their oath of 
fidelity, the violent manifeflo againft the Emprefi, together with his trealon.iblo intcr- 
.courfe witlif'.v’fatkin and Tchevarkltef, are evident proofs that Ids defign was not feign¬ 
ed, that it oiu.inted from hindelf, and had been planned fome time before an opportu¬ 
nity offered tor its execution. To fuppofe that the Emprefs had formed the piojeft of 
^deftroying Ivan, that fhe employed i^lirovifth as the inflruinent, that ffic* kcrttly pro- 
inifcd him his pardon, that lha fuffered him to go to the place of execution fully lecure, 
of a reprieve, that fhe there deceived him, that fhe punifhed his affrociates, of whofi 
criraindity file was herfelf the iromediate'eaufe, imply fuch an abfurd complicationi of 
the, baieft fraud and horrid barbarity, that we ought not to liftcn to the iinpur4?iion, 
were it founcled even on fome degree of probable cmijefture; whereas the arguments 
alleged amount only to mere furmifes and vague fuppofitions; and are totally raiiied by 
the mofl valid arguments and indifputahle teftimony. , * i 

I cannot clofe this billory without anneJ^ing a fhort account of Ivan^s famil^’. His 
father Anthony Ulric was fon of Ferdinand Albert,' by Antonietta Amelia, |lifter of 
^Charlotte Cliriftina, who efpoufed the Tgsarovitch Aiexty, He was bj'other ptf Charles 
Duke of Brunfwidc, and of that diftinguifhfed general Pripcc Ferdinajnl. * jAnthony 
UWc was born In 1714» in 1733 wh^s betrothed, on hb arrival at Peterfburrih, to the 
Princefs Anne of Mecfclenburgh, the,prefumptive heirdfe qf the Ruffian thrawe. He 
ferved in the campaign againft the Turks,” under Gejieral Munic, aflfffedV tme ffege of 
Otchakof, and Was a true Brunfwick for valour and Ijpirit of entet^rii|(>. Om the 14th 
of July 1739, his nuptials with the Princ^ Anne were cflebratod \51wh gr^t magnifi- 
oGUce. On the day of that ceremony, “/ who would haVe imag|jl|d that j|heir union 


* Maaftrin’t Memoirt, p, 248, 
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^ottM otw! da/ p|N>dnce th^/gife^eft mls&Vtume f** and that th? FtHfeif Was ailed Into 
Rudia» not ^ mare a thi^o^, nut a pirtfon with la confort ? 

IV rtioth^ of Svaft, EiiiaoetH ^^ihaafihe Clniftth#, was daughier of Charles teo. 
pokJ, l>UKe of Mtcklehbuighi If Catharine Ivanolna; ihe wasbon\in 1718, axif^ in 
1731 invited 0 jPeteriVrgh by her am\ fhe I^mpirdrs ilnne. Haying embraced the 
Oreek reli^on^ Ihe Was re-baji^ed by the naaue of Anne, and efpouied in 1739 An* 
thtfny Ulric. Soon, after thp birtb/JiIvan, Ihe was not only excluded from the throne, 
hut even front any mate <ti the idniiniftration of aSire during her fob’s minority, by the 
intrigues of Biron, vrbo, i^n the acceffion oWvan, was declared regent. Having, Uy 
the mftance of’Cotiht hfhnie, alrefted-Blren, thePrincefs Anne affujhiedthe regency 
and tide of ^ Great Ducheft, 4*4 was on the point of declaring herfclf Bmprefs, when 
Elizabeth feized the reins of government, ^ ' 

Upon that revblution this illuftrious couple were fucceflively confined at Riga, Ddne' 
TOund, and Oranieiiba^ra { irom thence they were removed to Sol0mon(koi Oflrof, an 
ifland in the White Sca,*aftd finally^ to Kolmogovi, a fraall town, fituated in an ifland of 
the Dvina, aboht forty miles from Archangel, Anne had four children by her hufbartd 
during their joint ititorifonment, atod died in child*bed at Roltnogori, in March 1746, 
Her bbdy was bl-ou^n to Peteifburgh, and buried in the church of the convent of St. 
Alexander Neviki, • * 

Manftdn • has well drawn the weak, ap^ejous, and indedfive chataffer of the re¬ 
gent Anne; who, with a mc 4 erate degree of firmnefs and prudence, might have defeat¬ 
ed the defigns of Elizabeth i but an anecdote recorded by Bufehing, will perhaps dif^ 
pUy, in the ftjongeft UgSi, her mild and indolent ebataffer. During her ^finonient 
in the fortrefe of Riga* the Prince of Brunfwick frequently blamed her for Hhving dif- 
regarded the information fhe daily received concerting the attempts of the oppofigp 
party; once in particular he vehemently reproached her for rejeQlmg hh^ advice to ar-* 
reft Elizabeth, adding, ** had that advice been followed, ydu and your family would 
not have been involved in your prefent misfortunes.** It may be fo/* returned the 
Piincefs with great indiftercncej but 1 Ihall never repent of raycondu^ii and 
it is better as it is, than to have* preferved our fovereignty by Ihcdding a dtduge of 
blood t.’* 

Befidcs Ivan, (he left four dnidren, two fons, and as many daughters, who were con¬ 
fined with their father m Kolmogori. * 

Anthony Ulric died in i*’7C, in the thirt^fifth year «ff hie iniprifonmept, and in the 
fixty-third of his age. He had been long afflided with the>gouf, ttnd a year before hh 
death was roially mind. 

The place of ihcir confinement at Kolmogori was the bifoop’s cadent palace and 
garden; feptwatod on one fide from th$ cathedral by a high wall, and oh the other 
furrounded by palifadoes^. Within the enclofore, near the entrance, wasabarratk 
for the foldiers who guarded them, commanded by a lientenant ahd three interior offi¬ 
cers. Another guard, commanded by Hcutetiant Karikin, was Aatiqped in the epifeo- 
pal palace, in which the illullrious p^nera were confined} thefe two guards had* no 
communicatioA with each other. 


* Memoiri, p jiS,*. , 

f but Hlft ,V]i^ vq), i. Bafchtng 1>«4 thk mttedote fram • fonmrite maid of who it. 

IcnUed the regtnt in b«r#coi>dnein«nt. 
t ‘E»iftWng"s Hift, mgt axS. j/. 418. ' 
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The governor of Archangel kept the^cys^f the ^tes, anrf vt^ithotit hispcrmifiBon tto 
one, not even the pbyficiun, if they were indil|)olcd, couldi venture to vifit them. Troirt 
the windows of their houfe theytwere <ihlc to defe^, towards the foutb-calV, a (maU 
tunrof the river^Dvina, and.towards the fmuh-weft, the high road leading to St Pe- 
toriburgh. They inhabited the apattmems on the ground-floor, which lead by a fmall 
flight of fteps into*a garden, planted with a few birch, and roniaining a muddy fi(h- 
poud, furtounded with avenues of trees. In this fifli-pond floated an old and cra^.y 
Wt. They had the ufj of an old-fafhioned coach, drawn by fix horfes, and atteudtd 
by the foldiers, in vi’hich they could driva backwards and forwards along an alley about 
a quarter of a mile within the enclofure. 

Thefe illullrious prifoners, whofe birth entitled them to a better fate, faw no other 
perfons fiot their attendants j had no other amufement than to play at w'hifi" or ombre, 
and dared not read any thing but books of prayer in the Ruflian language. 

Godovin, governor of Archangel, under whofe inlpecUon tbc?y remained feventeen 
ycabs, treated them with great negleQ.^ He fuff-red the houfe .and garden to fall into 
decay, furnilhed an iiidiilerem table, and gave no account of the monry allotted for 
their fupport. But in 1775 they expeiienced a more favourable change ot circum- 
ftances. Mclguncf being dtfpatcbcd by the Emprefs to divide the*province of Arch¬ 
angel into two governments, vifitoil the prifoners, and was moved with compafiion at 
th«r forlorn fituation. By his advice the youngv^ft Princefs Elizabeth wrote t» the 
Emprefe, in an artlcfs and pathetic ui.> mer, and laid befpro Her Majefty an account of 
their deplorable fituation. I Catharine, grtatly aflcflcd at the perulal, redoreJ them 
to liberty, and placed them under the protedlion of the ^Oi'cn-Dowager of Den- 
mark. 

By her order, Melguncf prepared eveiy thing for* their departure; and at t»'o 
'^o'^clock in the rooming, on the 27th ot June 1779, relcafed them from the prifon- 
houfe, and accompanied them to Aicliangcl. (>n tluir arrival in the fortrefs, he in¬ 
formed them of the Emprefs’s gracious intentions to fond them into Denmark. This 
unexpeflcd news atiirft filled thc^i with apprehmlions; they miftrufted fonie hidden 
danger, and exprefled a defire to remain at KoImogOri with the enjoyment of -more li¬ 
berty, But when Melguncf aflured in the ftrongeftAerms, of (he gnodnefs of 
the Kmprefs, delivered to thejm a valuable prefent of clothes, plate, and diamonds, and 
informed them, that they would be placed under the proteftion of the (^ueen-Dowager 
of Dcnmaik, tl^eir aunt, they bnrft into tears, and falling upon their knees, exprefled 
the warmeft gratitude for this unexpe^ed favour, and offered up prayers to Heaven for 
their kind benefaflrefs. 

On the 30th of June they went on board the frigate prepared for their voyage, fet 
fiul on the following night, and after a paffage of three months, and being expofed to a 
violent lempeft, reached Berghen in Norway. There they embarked on board a Banlfh 
veflel, and lanUed at Flatftrand, on the coaft of Jutldnd. Being conli'eyed to Aalberg, 
they remained fiv||, days with the* governor, Count Often*, and from thence pro- 
ccedhd by eafy journtes, and fixed their refidence at Horfens, a town of Jutland, 
fituated at the ex^remit^.of a bay of tile Baltic, a few miles from the frontiers of 
Sle^c. ' * ’ **''(. 

In niy fecond tour to the North, in 1784, I purfued my gravels to Horfens, from a 
defire to pay my refpefts to thefe iUuftnous Dtlrfonaircs, t On our arrival we waited on 

t r 

* -y t ^ 

I received thefe puticolars Coiwt Often himfelf, whom I met it Ci^niis^n. 

the 
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tbe principal officer aitert^aiW on tfto Ruffian Princes* and requefted to have the honour 
: lOf being preleniod# rec<rivcd a infourabfl antwer; *but when we expected our re- 
queft to, be comphetl with* we weyc put off with varjpus oxoulra. We did not know, 
until we were informed by Mr. Ouldberg, whom we had the honour of feeing at Aar- 
huus, that by fpecial orders from the court of Denmark ho foreignertf were prefented to 
them. They were only accompanied by a Ruffian lady, and a prielband his vrife. From 
their ignorance of any language but the Ruffian, aud their inability to coilverrc with 
moft of thofe who were placed about them, on their grft anival at Ilorfcus they ap¬ 
peared even to regrat their prifon at Kolraogori. But they were foon reconciled, and 
became quite delighted with the change in tneir lituation. 

They are flill a kind of ftiilcprifoners, though, in comparifon with their former fitua- 
tion, they may be faid to enjoy perfect liberty. They never go out without attendants, 
and have not yet been permitted to vifit any family in the town. The gates of their 
houfe or palace, as it is called, arc carefully clofed in winter at ten, and m fummer at 
eleven. They amufe themfelves with readingj playing at billiards, cards, riding, and 
wall,lug; they walk much about the town, and in the environs, and drive out in car¬ 
riage .. The princes often ride, p.irticularly Alexey, who is fond of that exercife, and 
ii laid to be expert. They not amfrequently pay viHts in the country, and dine with, 
tilt luighbouring families. 

The names of thefe defeendante of the imperial fainny are Cath;arihe, bdph^^^^^ 

1741, Peter, born March 31, 1745," ^lexSyi^ 17^5, of whom Anne 

died in childbed. This prince is ffhee dead-: Elmbeth, the youngeft frfter, ' was 
a woman of high fpirit and elegant manners. On being rt leafed, Ihe wrote a letter of 
thanks to the Eniprefs, fo well cxprelTcd as to excite admiration. Her^fhcr is faid to 
have inftruifred her; but flie likowile obtained confidcrable information from feveral 
oflictrs who were her guards, and whom (he conciliated by*her captivating manner*. 
On Ikr arrival * Ilorfens fhe pofllffed portraits of her father and mother, and had even 
connived to procuie a rouble of her brother Ivan ftruck in his lliort reign. Slie alone 
of her brothers and filters could fpeak a little German, ard ferved as an interpreter 
betwe n them and Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, who moie than once vifited his ne¬ 
phews and ni<'Ct.. She is reported to have died of chagj-in} but, as far as I cduld 
colP Q, her duth was occafioned by a violejpt fever, which was foon attended with a 
delirium, and hurried her to the grave on the fixteenth day of her iltnefs. 

But though we were unfiiccefs<ul in our attempt to be prefented, we did not quit 
Hoih’ns without feeing their jjprfons} as pn the day after our arrival there was a great 
fair, and many people were a&mbled in tlie market-place, the Princes frequently ap¬ 
peared at the windows t)f their palace. The Princefs feemed pafe and thin, the Princes 
were about the middle fize, fair complexioned, with ffrong features, light hair, and ex- 
preffive eyes. ‘ ' 0 * 

As I beheld thefe auguft defeendanta of the Taar Ivan, I felt extreme fatisfaSion, fn 
refiediiig that they were enlarged from the prcdnfts of a Ruffian prifon; and admired 
the humanity and initgnaairaity of Catharine the Second, who, above the fulpjcions 
of ftatu-jealpufy, relcaled from a long epnfineraent perfons whofe parents had died in 

e riloa, whmebro*ther hid once hlled the Ruffian throne, and clofed his unfortunate life 
y the hand of ' * ** t 

Hay.ng had fecqueut occafion to mention Count Munic, I fiiall nere throw together 
a few aitttlotfis of that exmiordinary man, who enjoyed the favour pf five fove- 
reigns, <wIk> atfained, at onepennd of his life, bigheft honoui^ and at another w^s 

' 51a doomea 
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(Joo««d to n i^oroa^ /OO^aemcM; of t^onty Which he fulh^ed with in 

Coont BerchlBwII iihriftopher Muak^fonoi n 0 at^Oi 6 ®<?fir, ii^i^n*tl!iffiw.H«in- 
torf, in the ^loeitty of Otdenbyrgh, on the $th of May »fJ 8 *. He deceived an eascelifent 
cddcation* and, I4 the yea? of his age, enteted Into thh feHf ce of the Land¬ 

grave of Heflfe-pariiiftadt, who, on account of ms krtowlefgc in tadics, conferred on 
him the rank of captain. He ferved his firft campaign in tyot, when the Emperor 
Jofe^h commanded agaioii th^Fr^ch, and was prefent at the ftege of Landaw. In 
1705 he was employed as a^ major ^ the Landgrave of Heffe-Caffel, and improved 
himfelf in the art of war under the Dujee of Marlborough and Prince Kngene. He 
diAinguiihed himfelf for his coed intrepidity in feveral engagements and f%e8, ond par4 
ticuiariy at the battle of Malplaqnet, when, in recompeneo tor his bravery, he was made 
lieutpi^t colonel, Being-ii^ 171a, dangeroufly wounded at the battle of Denain, he 
was taken prifoner by the French, and foon after lus reJeafe in the enfuing year, raifed 
to the command of a regiment 

In ryifi he quitted the Heifian, and entered jn^o thePolifti fervice under Auguf- 
tus II., and was foon promoted to the rank of major general { but, in 1721, being in- 
fulted by Cotjnt Fleming, the Kjng’s^favourite, he Wqnt into Rolfia, and was rdSeived 
in the moft honourable msuaner by Peter. Being jharged by that great monarch with 
the execution qf feVeral important trufts, both civil and military, he fucceffivciy filled 
the higheft po^ in the ni'my apd (bte. lie was created marihal by the Eraprefs Anne, 
and placed at the head of the war department j he obtained the command of the army 
againft^the 'Fbrks, ami proved his military talents by his fuccefiea in the campaigns of 
1737 aiid 173$. ' ^ 

Soon after the death of the Emprefs, he advifed, planned, and executed the arreft of 
Biren, and was rewarded'by the regent Ann# with the office of prime minifte'r. But as 
he was j^ifeontented sd not being appointed generalilfimo, and as his* power and am¬ 
bition gave umbrage to the court, he requefted permiffion to refign his employments, 
and was aftontfhbd at the readintrswith which his roqueft was gianted. Inftead of re¬ 
pairing to the Bvaifiancoiirt, to wbieji he Wasftrongtyinvifed, he imprudently remained 
m Ruffia, fiattcring himfeif wfth tjie hopes of bftng re-inftated ip his former dignity, 
and was arreft^ on the 6th of December^! 74*, by order of RHaabcth. The oftenfible 
reafon of his difgracc was, that he had perfuaded the Emprqis Anne tq^'ombate Ivan 
her fucceflbr j but tnc real as I was in|brbcd by a perfon^t^ tepkity, who re¬ 
ceived it from Count Manic himlclf, was that, by order pf that EAprefs,^ne had taken 
into cull qdy one Elizabeth's favourit^. * " 

Munic Was brought before, a commfttce appointed fo exaffltine the ftate prifoners. 
Being frtigUed wit|l repeated queftions, and perceiving the determination of his judges 
to find him guilty, ho fatd/io them, ♦* Dilate the at^^erswhiph<ybd me to make, 
and 1 will fign them.** 'The ladgcs immediately wrote dowii a uohfrnton of feveral 
charges, which bring fubferibed by Munic, his mock trial 'Was concluded. Bvihg thus 
convtfred of high treafon, he was Opn|enmed^tq be quartered, but^ bk frntence Was 
changed by Elizabeth to t^rpetdal im^rfifonmenf. For the fpace of twi*pty ym% he 
was confined arPetim in SibCm* Iri an <dfmesO>^ prifon, nl which, accofdiht}.^ Mmtiirin, 

• I froj® wito wa^ iirtJihtteJy 

aranainted witli him ; 1 Wrtf iMeIn enabUd'W add a few anujdotW^llUwdi t idita%a ftwO mBadeftiot^able 
ainhprity. Sea Lebcas Gcfchicbte BwvtiitErd voa M^cnkh. Baft Hlft, ftfa|^ {b 51*9 
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he h&d himfetf ^ {Hlah Ic^ thtjmxiptieA t£ v(r«s an Weft tidth 

high paUiHdpeSf )»hpht one hn]t|dr^ ftnd feventf feet witida whi^h wtA ft t«j^en 
honfe» Uihats^M by himfelf, tj^s 'ftnfe« and a ^ femncl^ ftn# a fmaU gjnrden, whfeh |e CHI'* 
tivated with hfe ^n h««d«. He received ft daily alfeftwV'fHf * itJaibWftftiwe 

of Kithfelf, We wife, and dotaeiiScS; which little nittlanic'e hg increafed Ueeping -cowa, 
and feMirtg^ftirt of their milk, and bV odcafej^futST tnfelpiiOTBfi yomth m geomtt)7 and * 
engineering. dieJbehaVed/duritt^'^hw Ibngf ponfinett^'t W^h ^ tttpnpft refij^aation, 
tranquillity, and even*che6imitnd(^ He was aocnHoem every dftf at dlnh^ t6 diiink 
to his wife, «* a happy return to t^eferfljorgh.** He had prayers twice a 'iJay, froth eleytm 
to twelve in the n^pRcung, jdid from fix to feven in |he evening } tlfey Were festd in the 
German tongue by his chaplain Mftftens, who dyi^ in 174$, the Count hfetfelf afrWwj 
wards performed the fcrvice. Bcfide the culture othis garden/and tlje houfe'he j^ed' 
in giving inftrufiiion, be found fuiBcient Idfurc for compofing hyUini} for trahuai%g' 
fcveral pfalms and prayers itito German verfe j saul for writing a treatife on the art at 
war, which he prOpofed, if releafed from his confinement, to ** King of 

Prufiia. In the lafi: year of his imprifoninenr, a centinel informing a^infl: Munic*s ier> 
vants for*fuppIying him with pens and paper, the Count, in order to prevent difcovery, 
was obliged to deiu’oy all his writings, the amufeidents and labour of fo many folitafry 
years. ^ ‘ * 

He had always fupportcd birafelf with the expeHftUonof recovering his lUiet;ty atthe 
accelfion ol Peter the Third; but he was no fooher mfbrmed of that ^eht, than, with 
the a^tation n|tural to^a peifon in hisft^e, he begap to dreSul that his expi^diation was 
ill founded. He fufiered, during feVeral weeks, the moft alarmiug anxiety,"perpetually 
fluctuated between hope and fear, and often declared that tbefe few weeks appealed to 
him much longer than all the former years of his cfeifihement. At Idngth, on tH6 
morning of the i ith of February 1764, the bng'Cxpeltcd meflihger arrived from Fe« 
terfburgh with the order for his releafe. * Monk, who ba|kpened to be engaged in hk 
prayers, did not perceive Wm, 4 nd his wife made figns to the meffertger hw to dilturb 
her hufband. Being informed of his recall, he was fo affefted as to feint away; but 
foon recovering, he fell down upon hts knees, and, in the moft fervent manner* offered 
up his thanks for >hi& change in his fituation. On the tgfh he departed from Pelim* 
and on the 24th of MarCh arrived at PeterfbUrgh, in th&umc fheepikin drefs which he 
had worn in hts prifon. On the 31ft he was admitted to an audience W the £mpe> 
ror*; Peter, after hanging round his neck the order of St. Andrew, and reftoring him to 
his antient rank, feid to mm, I hope that your advanced age wih i|iU p^mit you to 
. ferve me.’*—** Since Your Majefty,’* replied the Count at the concltmon df a long 
fpceeb, ** h^ raifed tak from dmrkb^ iftto light, and recalled me from Siberia to profe 


* A» 
dated 
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in aecotuit ef bit ajmeSrance at covit Is contakt;^ k a kOef’Mm Mi. Keitli to tbe Earl of Bute, 

April V< f u .. 

«< Msrihal MuSre wSi srereoted^to tbe Ewperor laa gtiednjr morning, ana h theievsmog tf« Doke of 
Couriaad and be i^pearea togetber ateonrt WitlKhiW.rtifSa^nds. and were both tmted hr His I(npen{jl 
Majeftf with great oifenAtuiu It^vnu r^|; aa'.>ne£liag feene to fee tbMc two reftwAable per* 

fohs, after having ffiiViTcd fo ICng ’a vf «»awft«oe», appear ato, at their age, at aooSrt where 
they had forirterfy dad^fo great' a sgore, and tdTee^hena, that bdttg their firft ktet wewt eonretYe togithee' 
with great civility, and withioul a»y app^radee of that anknoilty and jealpoty, which drawn aulkrit 
unhappinefs »pon tl»eo». "Thh £?ofc# of <?owlalid‘eWrk fobs are hoOi nosde major gCfierala, aod CoWtti 
Munic is declared^ wld^ G«*rge of haviagi. i« a very Wadfime manoee^^ttid 

the to to him. TOe Emp^or, Ifo por^meAt liiro, gave fee tht parple that cvenJifg, t'm h 
tufr&alJi The Xfelteof CdMfefthk ftmlevemy-focol^ year of hu Sge, add C(}tmt|i|lftnki«tttbe 

foveaty.oiACof his. 
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trate myfelf beiore youi throne, I (h<ill always be raoft willing to expofe my life in yotir 
Ibfvica. Neither a long banifcment from the throne of.Majefly, nor the eliraatc of Si¬ 
beria, have been able to damp, in •the fmdieft degree, that fire which formerly ftone 
with fuch lu^re for the injercfts of the Ruffian empire, and the glory of its fovereign.*^ 
Munic enjoyed the fevour and proteftion of Peter and Catharine, and died on the 
16th ef Oftobef, 1767, in^the eighty-fifth year of his age. 


Chap. XV.--/»;/g/?»ra who qffumd the Nam of Peter the Third, partietdarfy Pugatchrf. 

Origin and Hifory,-~ State of the Rujian Scilarkt, and the Mutiny of the Cofacs 
(fTaitJk favour hts Rcbcl{m.-—Hc affunm the Charadler of Peter the Tbird.-^Cme£t$ 
im irregular army,—His Progrefu — Barbarity,—Wcakuefs said Ill,conduB,-~-Repeated 
"Defeats, and Efcapes, fubfequent Appearance.—Finally routed.—Betrayed by his Adber- 
ents.—Executed at Mofeow, ^ 

€ 

ALTHOUGH the body of Peter III. was expofed to public view^in the convent of 
Alexander Nevdd; yet fcveral impoilors Ilartcd up in the diftant regions ofnhe Ruf¬ 
fian empire, and paffed for that monarch. 

The firft was a ffioe-maker of Voronetz, who appeared under the name of Peter, a 
few years before the rebellion of Pugatchef; but he was foon taken and executed. 

The fecond was a defcrier from the regiment of Orlof; his name was Tchernichef, 
and he rofe in 1770, in the fmall village of Kopenka on the frontiers of Crim Tartary, 
as’a corps of troops was marching through that place. Some diffenting priefts, having 
fuboraed a number of followers^ raifed him upon the altar of the church, and were pre¬ 
paring to acknowledge him; but the colonel of the regiment repairing to the church 
at the head of a ftrohg guard, took him from the altar, and led him to immediate 
execution. ^ 

^ A third fas a pcafiint belonging to the Vorontzof family, who deferring from his 
village, engaged as a cotnmon CoiTac amohg thofe who are fettled upon the Volga at 
Uubofka. A body of thefe Coffacs marching irfthe fpriim of 177 a, from Tzaritzin to 
join the Ruffian army, he affemblej them in a fmall poft-houfe fituated in the lonely 
defett between the Don and the Volga, and declared himfelf Peter the Third. Having 
perfuaded them to falute him I'-mpcror, and take the oath of allegiance, ho appointed 
feveral offitjrs of ftate. A few hours after this tranfaftion, the commander of the troop 
unexpefledly arriving, confounded the foldlers by his prefence, feized the impoftor by 
dhe hair,and with the affiltance of the aftonilhed Coffacs, bound and crad united him a 
prifoner to Tzaritzin. During his trial the inhabitants, excited by falfe reports of his 
followers,' rofe in his favour, and wer-e not without great difficulty difperfed by the 
commander Colonel Ziplctflf. I'he impoftor being conveyed to an Ifiand of the Volga, 
was kadoted to death. ' * . ' ' 

Abput the fame time a malefadlor, wjio had been tranfported to Irkutfk, made a 
Hmilar atteApri, and even gained over an officer who had a penfioh firom the crown; 
but his fecret being difeovered, he was alfo put to derai.', 

Yemelka Pugatchef narrowly efcaped the fame fate at his firft appearance. This ex- 
trikordinkry m<n, fon of the Coffac Ivan Ptjgatchef, ^as born at Smkoveilk, a village on 
the Don. He was a commOn Cbffac in the War aOTnft the King of Pruffia, and ferved 
likewife during the campaign of 1^69 agsdnft the Turks. He was at the fiege of Ben¬ 
der j and on the furrendcr of the town, demanded his difipeyffion, which being refofed, 
be deferted and fled into Poland: he was there conceaib 4 by fome hermits of Greeh 

religion, 
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religion, and afterwards fupported himfelf by begging alins in the town of Dubranka. 
From thence he repaired to the colbnieg in Little' Ruffia, and C'^tinued ’among the fee- 
taries, who are there eftabliflied in great uombers v but^pprchenfive of difeoveryj he 
went to the princlpal iettienient of tlKV Golllics of the river Yaik * , and perluaded I’everid 
to accompany him to Kuban. Being arrefted'at-Maiekpfkafdr treafonabldconyernition, 
he wa^ font for trial to Cafan ; where the indolence of die goveror, afid the delpys in 
bringing him to juflice, gave hini aii opportuhity of efcaping with a prieft, who privately 
furnifiicd him with money for intoxicating the cehtuiels. He|hcn went down the Vol. 
ga, and up the river Irghis iiito the defet; and nor long afterwards; appeared under the 
charafler 6f Peters at the head of'numerous infurgents. ;The peculiar grcuniftances 
^ which ferved to favour his enterprize were derived from the religious prejudices of the 
Ruflian diflentersV and-the mutiny of the Codacs of the Xuik. 

I'he Rufliah diffenters, called by the eftablifli.ed church dr feparanfts^^^^^ 

tinguifli themfelves by the name of or old beHevei-js. i Thcfe feftaries have 

been frequently perfecuted, particularly under Pester If%ho compelled them to pay 
double taxes, and-wear k badge bf diftindlon, Perfecution, however, only tended to 
increafe tl]|pir numbers; and they are ftill numerous in Siberia, and among the Lloffacs 
ill the government of Orenburgh, where the rebellion of Pugatchef firft broke out. 
They confider the fervice of the eftablilbed church as profane and faerijegjous } they 
have their ow'n priefts and ceremonies,;, and Pugatdhef artfully avtuledjhimielf of their' 
religious opinions, which he prdfefled to efpoufe and protefi. j ? V 

The mutiny of a large body of Coflacs operated no lofs in favqur of Pugatchef." The 
Coflacs of the Yaik, defeerided from thofe bf the Don, are a valiant race, enthulkfe 
for the antienb ritual, and prizing their beards alinoft equal to their Jives; they a^e wh 
from their confiderable fifheries of ftgrgeons; they have alfd acquired a fpirit of inde¬ 
pendence by being fituated in a defert between the Calmucs and the.Kirghefe, wHieiktse 
continually at,variance with each other, and often with the CbffacsthemfeiveSi Durihg 
the war with the Turks in 1771, fome recruits were required of thefe ColTadl for a corps 
of huflars; their beards were ordered to be Ihaven; and as they oppofed this; infringe¬ 
ment of their iibertiesj Major-Generaf Traubenberg, a Livonian officer, who wasTent at 
the head of a lew foidiers to Yaitlk to quell the ftmiult, imprudently commanded the 
recruits to be publicly Ihaven m the midft of the town. The inhabitants, irritated By 
this wanton infult, rofe in arms, wounded feveral officers, maflacred the general and the 
chief of the Coflacs, and brok® info open rebellion. In fpring, General Freyman forced 
Yaitlk, captured feveral ringleaders of the-mutiny, and garrifoned part of ms troops in 
the town. Many of the rebels made their efcape, and retiring into the defert, chiefly 
*reforted to the marlhy grountls about the lake Kamyfl)>Samaraf where they derived a 
fubfiftencc from fifhing, and Ihooting wild boars, and were fupplied by their relations 
with bread and provifions. By thel'e means this defperate troop fupported themfelves 
during the fpace of two years, until Pugatchef made his appearance among them. 

On his efcape from prifon, Pugatchef wont fecretly to Yaitlk about the middle of 
Auguft, 1773 i where he gained over a number of followers among the people, wh* 
were enraged aginnft the gai^fon, and had fhewn a llrong difpofition to revolt,*when a 
report was circulated that .a new Emperor was corning amgqgll.them; a report proba¬ 
bly occafioned by the firft appearance of Pugatchef in thefe parts. Obtalping, at Yaitlk,, 
intelligence of the late mutiny, he followed the deferters;; and having, m 

' i • • , ' 

* In order to extinguiib aU ramembmsee of this rebellion, me river Yaik it row called Urd,'-Yaitlk, 
Vrallk, and the Cofli|C$ of the Ykih, the Uralian Coffaci. > ' 
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Soo 1 ieoKir’t nt 

a large l^ady^U^eyed li &l*wiK» Informed tjiero i||kt jB« 9 # ^e 3 Bm|»Sw»';pd 
fold made m dfcape |mm |Hfon» nerfoiis w«^ fobonjed fo aWdate font | he 
ftdded that th^ Ntoour of mstdeath ^as only a fiOfon invented by .the court, and that 
he nciiw threw fomfelf ttnder tbdr Aote^on. 

.Pn^cifoa did not bm the fmaifeil; wfemfoance to Peter; but founded his hopes of 
gaining’fomef oft the difojpce from,the oh the ignorance of the people, On their 

adtialmforredtion, and above au, on their atMhment^to th^r relimoos pr^udices. Pew 
argujnenlis being neceflatif to oveV th# Coflics, already in a date of rebellion, they 
unanhnonfly feJplod hiniJ^pi^, and ondred to facriflo? ^r lives in his defence. 
VSTith thefe, and other bodies of whom he found equally inphned to follow his 
fiandard, he made his firft enpeditidn to the new Pol)iQi colonies lately eitabliflied on the 
liva; i^nni l where he gave no proof of h|s fubfequent barbarity,, deipoiling theinhabi- 
tanfo^ Oi mAhiftg bn* arpos and horfes. He then prefented himfelf before 'i ait£h; and 
after fttramoning^the governor to furrender, gave orders for an immediate 

^flSult .'' Bping repnfled by tlie intrepidity of the garriion, he blockaded the place with 
n view ^ reducing it by famine j hut his attempt was fruit rated* by the refolution of the 
gov^^ )R,endfdorf, and the incredible perfevwancc of thegarrifon, who rcluled to ca- 
pitnWe, although they were fo far ftreightened for want of provifioas, as not only to 
eat their hor^s, but tvm to fo^d uppn leather.* This obftinate reflltance protracted the 
fiegc nnti^ Yait^was tefleved, 

Pugafcbef, bamed in this enterpHne, was more fuccefsful In his future operations: 
he led’his followers ag^ft thejCofiaq colonies of Hots, aflaulfed ’and carried, without 
the fortrefles of Kalypnaya and Ofernaya, attacked Tatifeheva, where he 
met with greater refinance j byt as the forfifications were only of wood, he fet fire to 
them, and forced thtplace. ^ A body of troops lent againft him from Orenbmg, under 
Cowel Bulof, pdruy through w^nefs, and paitly through milconduCt, was over¬ 
powered. Another corps, who in order to join the former, marched from Simbirlk up 
the Samara, under the command of Colonel Tchernichef, arrived too late. Deceived 
by parties of PugatchePs folltiFeTs, they were drawn into the didd^gs m^ar Tchernoiet. 
^chiftfle, and fo fuddenly befet, that they were inchpabie of making refiftance. In all 
thefe afHpns, the ofEcers who fell imo PugatebePs hands, were mdifcnminately mal- 
facred} and the common foldiers were either made prifopers, or joined the rebels. His 
army being confiderably augmented by thefe fucceffe?, he ventured to befiegc Oren- 
buig, where the governor had not force fuffident to defend the fortifications} and the 
town would’ have been inevitably taken, had npt the gprifon of hl^rainagorik thrown 
ti^emfolves into the place by forcing their wacy through the befl'egem. 

The report of Pugatbhef’s progrefs being diflemma]^, the Bafohkira, a p«?ple tin- 
fettled under the Ru^an government, deckyred for the impoftpr, aha joined mm in large 
bodies,: their example was follpwed by many Ruffian ewemins^ particularly by thepea- 
fadts etnpipyed in the mines anfl found^e| pf'tpe Vraflan mouatpmd Thefe forces 
he either emiddyed in the fiege' of Ore/fou^ before whkh pawn part of the 

winter ih afis of^tyadtonnefs, ^tonkjimbefs, an(5 cruelly^ {hr font «b®m to collefl money 
from th« fopnderies, und to caft copper gods, and bai|^ . Yhis udnter he' received a 
powerful rdnforcement by,|ho junoion of doven tthmifand €a)mi$c horfe from the 
neighbourhood ft>t Staoropol, who revolted and kilfo 4 f h^'r eommander, Btigadi«*yeg- 
hezak. Strenj^hened by thefe acceffio%<hia\trpMisrpvfd over the whple mountainous 
•diilriabf Orcnburghv^wliebebnlly.the tfpha made ttd>leaft refiftance. 

* * . 't - 
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HS even advancinjjf ?b»CatharineaSurgh, where he would have found copper coin 
to the value of 2: 6,oooi.; hut a'delayji occa by a falfe report that a foperior force 
was inarchihg againlt him, fortuhately afforded lime to coilc^d the i’oldiers ftationed on 
the Biberian fi'ohtiers, and cover the place. * ' * 

The people were fo greatly attached to the caufe cf PugJitchef, that Ije never wanted 
provifions or forage. Coloriel Michaelfbn, to whofe fpirit and afljviiy the defeat of 
Pugatchef was principally owing;' fuddenly entering a large viHage ai the he'ri of his 
corps, the inhabitants taking him for the impoftor, floebed about his flandiu d, and ex¬ 
claimed, “ We have long expected Your Majefty’s prefence as that of a god * !'* The 
C olonel obferved before each houfe a table fpread with bread, miik^ honey, and other 
provifions, for the purpofe of regaling the followers of Pugatchef, which were unwil¬ 
lingly refigned to the imperial troops. 

At firft Pugatchef aifeded the appearance of Uncommon fanftity: he frequently wore 
the epifcopal dre/s, gave benediftions to the people, renounced all ambitious vieWsS for 
hlmfelf,and expreffed a refolution that, as fponashe had raifed his foii the Great Duke 
to the throne, he would again retire into the mofiaftery, in which he had found an afy- 
lum. He was alfo aftive and enterprizing, eager to fignalize his armsj and ready to 
feize every advantage which the fituation of the enemy prelented; but incapable of fup- 
porting with equanimity his'rapid fucceffes, he began to confider all further diflimula- 
tion as unneceffary ; and his natural*temper broke out into the molt unwarrantable 
exceffes. He maffacred, with the moil favage barbarity, all the officers and nobles who 
were brought before him: and openly avowing an intention of exterminating th& whole 
Ruffian nobility, he fpared neither fex nor age. His cUrdniS was as imprudent as it 
was barbarous. Though.alreqdy married to Sophia, the daughter of a Ooflac, by Whom 
he had three children, he efppufed a common woman of 'Yaitfk, delayed his march 
againfl; the enemy for the celebration of his nuptials, and exhibited continued feenes of 
intoxication and riot. - 

He was lupported by no perfons of rank or confequence; but, to impofe upon his 
army, fome of his moft confidential adherents affumed the names of the principal 
Ruffian nobles, and wore the orders: of knighthood. By a fignal to his attendants, he 
ordered all the German officers who were brought into his prefence, to be maffacred, 
in order to prevent his ignorance of their language from being obferved by his fol¬ 
lowers. 

During thefe tranfadions. General Bibikof, advancing at the head of 'a very con- 
fiderab.le army, detached his Major-General, Prince Peter Gali^zin, againfl the rebels, 
who furprifed Pugatchef with his whole force near 'I'atifcheva, and worded him for the 
firft time t* He was clofely purfued and overtaken by Prince Galitzin near Kargula, 
upon the river Sakmara, about the diftance of twelve miles from Orenburgh; he w-as 
completely routed, his troops were difperfed, and he himfelf, with a few followers, 
narrowly efcaped into the Uralian mountains. Nbtwithflanding this difeotnfiture, he 
colleded his fcattere^ men, and foon re-appeared with a formidable force on the eafl 
fide of the mountains. He carried feveral I'mall fortreffes, and burnt'I’roitzk ;Jbut 
being attacked by Lieutenant-General de Colm, was obliged to rCireat a fecopd tune 
into the mouiitav^ 

* This anecdote I . Had froith Colonel Micliaelfon himfelf. 

+ This fitft defeat of Pugatchef himfelf in perfnii happened on the J-3d of March, but on the a ad, 
nelMichatlfcaft with only. one thotifand troops and fix cannon, had routed his general, who piled himkff 
Colonel Tchernichef, at the jieadof fixteen thoufand men, ^d took forty-two cannon and eight roortarsj, 
Pugatchef ofiFered a reward of 100,000 rojublet for the head of Colonel Michaelfon. 
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Rendered defperate by thefe repeated defeats, and defirous of again fignalizirig fiis 
arms by fonie brilliant exploit, he fuddenly direfted liis march towards Cafan, com. 
initting in his progrefs the mofl: dreadful devaftations. Having burnt the fuburbs, he 
laid fiege to the citadel, whitlief Major-General Paul Potemkin the Governor, and all 
his'attendants,‘had retired.* Forced to raife the fiege, by the approach of Colonel 
Michaellbn, at th« head of only twelve hundred troops, ho was routed near Cafan, 
after fevbral obfiinate engagements, which continued with little inrerruptibn during 
tliree days. In thefe engagements fix thoufand were taken prifoners, and fo many 
killed, that the peafants employed fix days in binying the dea^ ; and Pugatchef, ac¬ 
companied by only three hundred well-armed Coffacs of Yaitlk, who were the mofl def¬ 
perate rebels, fled acrofs the Volga. But he was afterwards joined by large bodies of 
Coffacs and Balhkirs ; while ill-armed peafants flocked to his ftandard from confidera- 
ble didanccs. In this manner the impoftor feemed to gain flretigth from his lofles; 
and derived inch delufive hopes from the number of his troops, which occafionally 
amounted to feventy thoufand men, that he even formed the refolution of proceeding to 
Mofeow, where one of his eniiffiries likd railed a fpirit of fedition among the common 
people. But apprelienfive, left, as peace was concluded with the Turks, part of the 
army on the Danube might be employed againft him, he changed his plan of opera¬ 
tions. , 

He marched down the Volga, routed at Dubofka a party under the command of 
Baron Dies, ftormed Penfa and Saratof, where the Governor efcaped only witii fifty 
foldiert, obtained polTefliop of Demitreflk by treachery, and executed the commaniler. 
Near that fortrefs, the aftronomer Lowitz, who was employed in levelling the projefted 
canal between the Don and Volga, was murdered in a moll inhuman manner. In this 
inftance, infult was added to cruelty; being informed that he was an aftronomer, Pu- 
.rgatchef wantonly ordered him to be transfixed upon pikes, and raifed in the air, that he 
might be nearer the ftars ; and in that fituation ordered him to be maflacred. 

But the enormities of this monfter were foon clofed by a fate which he had long de- 
ferved. The court, no longer embarrafled with a Turkifh war, was able to turn its 
whole attention towards crufliing this diftant rebellion ; and Count Peter P,anin, who 
h^d diftinguifhed himfelf by the capture of Bender, was fent againft the impoftor. 
Panin, moviiig towards the Volga, detached feveral troops to the afliftance of Colonel 
Michaelfon, who compelled Pugatchef to raife the fiege of Tzaritzin, drova him towards 
Tchcrnoyarlk, cut off his provifions, and finally attacked him unawares as he was march¬ 
ing with his hiflf-ftarved multitude, embarrafled with a*large train of loaded carriages 
and women. The rebel army, furprized in a defile between two ridges of mountains, 
V. hich run towards the Volga, was entirely routed; many were cut to pieces ; more, 
endeavouring to efcape, were forced down the fteep precipices with their horfes and 
carriages, and the greater part of the remainder furrendered at diferetion. Pugatchef, 
after many defperate efforts of valour, efcaped, with a few of his principal followers, by 
fwimming acrofs the Volga, and retired through the defert towards the river Ufem, 
wh»re he began his expedition. Here he was gradually deferted by his followers, who 
were worn out with’mifery and hunger, and was at laft betrajed by thofe in whom he 
placed the greateft confidence. Tvogorof, a Coflac of Iletz, and jehumakef and 
Fiduief, Coffacs oi Yaitfk, were induced by the promife of a pardon to betray him.. 
One of them reprfetted to the impoftor, that furrounded as he was by the enemy, he 
could entertain no hopes of fafety, and headvifed him to refign himfelf^tp the hands 
of the Ruffians, on condition of pardifi. Pugatchef, enraged at this prop&fal, drew his? 
dagger, and attempted to ftafa the author of fitch daftardly advice j but his companions 

inffantly 
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inftantly difarmed, bound, and conduced him prifoner to a corps of troops polled on 
the river Yaik, under the command of General Suvarof*. He was conveyed to 

Yaitik, 

• y 

* This was the celebrated General, who has fince been fo juftly diftir^niihed for his inilitary exploits. 

Alexander Vaflilievitch Suvarof,dcfcended from a Swedifh family cimobUd in Rullia, was born in 17 jo, 
and at the age of twelve enrolled in the Ruffian army. He made his fir!!: campaigit agaiull thj Pniflians 
in l7J9i became brigadier in 1768, and firft dittinguHhed lumiclf as a general ai)aiiill tlie oonfcdciates In 
Poland, in 1771, when he obtained the order of St. Alexander Nevilei for his niilitarj' fcrvicc!!. 

He afterwards fignalize^ himfelf on various occafions, too numerous in he repeated, and clofed his 
militiiiy career by bis aiVomffiing campaign agaln/l the French in Italy, and Ills no Icfs alloniniing reUtat 
over the Alps of iSwitzerlan J. 

Several accounts of his life and charadler have been already given to the public; and I am happy to have 
it in my power to add fomc authentic anecdotes of his difgraee and death. 

After the unfortunate battle of Zuric, Suvaujf was fcizcdwitli a dangerdbs illiiefs, probably occafoned 
by the violent fatigue he had undergone in his pafl'age through Switzerland The news of hi' iiulil'polition 
Jiad no fooiicr reached Pelerfburgh, th.in a pliyfician (Ur. Vifehart) was difpatched to attend liim; otders 
for his return were at the fame time forwarded; and it was fignified to him, that apartments were prepared 
in the ]>a!acc for his'rcception, and tliat he was to receive llic fame honours as the imperial family. 

Suvarof, fufpeftiugthe intention of the Emperor to fecede from the alliance, pleaded ill-Iicalili to remain 
at Ills poll, and rcprcfciited, in ftrong terms, the neceffity of an immediate rc-inforcement. Tliefe icprc- 
fentatioiis ill accorded with the views of Paul, who had conceived a violent difguil agaiiift the Iloiife of 
Aulltia. Otders being again difpatched to S'jvarof to return, he repeated his renionllranccs; but at length 
commtnced his march, moving by flow ftages, and fixed his winter,quarters in Bohemia. At lall a cornier 
from St, Peterflturgh arrived with pofitive commands to return to Rnffiu without delay ; and acquainted 
him, ill terms llrongly marking the high dlfpleafnrc of the fovcreigii, that the apartments dcllincd for him 
in the palace were already difpofed of, and that his prefence was not neceflary in the eajn’tal. 

From this moment his intelletts wefe fenfibly aftefiltd. Notwilliflanaing the eiTorts of In's pliyfician, he 
perfirlcd in travelling iiiceflantly ; and on the days in which hi.s fever intermitted, underwent fucli fiuignc 
as ihofe in health could not bear without inconvenience. 

At length reaching Peter/hurgh, he w'as obliged to take refuge in a fmall houfe fituated in an obfcitre 
quarter of the town, and heloiigiiig to a dillant relation, of the name of Quailof. On the niglit of liifc 
arrival, according to the information of a perfon who faw him, his appearance was luimlliating and af- 
fefting ! he was wan and emaciated, more refcmblhig a corpfe than an animated being ; his inlellctls vvcic 
difordeied, hut his iiadeiilanding returned at intervals, and he occafiuiially recollected, and fpoke aifec- 
tlonately to many of thufe who were prefent. 

The medicines which were admitiiflercd, and the repofe which he enjoyed after In's fatiguing journey, 
rcllored his facultkj, and he gave a proof of the fingularity of his difpofition, and the Independfiice ofliis 
fpirit, by the manner in which he received a meifage from the Emperor Paul vvho two days after his arrival, 
fent his favourite and prime-niiniller, Count Rallofsin, (wh,, had hcen formerly a fubaliein in his regi. 
ment) to inquire after Ills health. He aiFe,':ted to dlllitlievc that Kaflofi.i.. wao piimc minilliT, Irece.ufe he 
appeared in the new military ccHunie, aiid when Ills quality v.as repeatedly (uclar d. at length pietciided 
to apologize, and fald he had niitlakcu him from his jack-hoots for an oiiicer of riu police. In the 
courfe of the converfation, he fuddenly apoilrnphiftd the minillcr by his ch.rillinn name, and iaid. fniily 
you were an under officer in my regiment. Rallofsin replying In the ali'inviative, .Suvarof t.\claiiiied, 
“ happy Ruffin ! whofe minillers aie^rawii from every llatioii. In other countiie.s, indeed, the tinploy- 
nieiits of Hate are rilled by thofe who' have been bred up in the details of office, and grown giey in the fer- 
vicei But Rulfia is above tlicfe antiquated prcjutfices!” 

A perfon who vifited^bim two days before In's death, found him totally childilh ; he amnfed himfelf 
with giving away ellates which he did not poirefs, as well as In making imaginary gilts of Pcrfian liorfes, 
and rich furSi which thofe to whom he dillrihuted his largeflcs prtlciukd to receive wfili gieat acknow. 
Icdgmcnts of his liberality. • 

In this melancholy Hale, he continued till the hour of his death, which happened on tlic iSili of May. 
His body was Iaid,in Hate in tire houfe where he died, arid the room was fo final] .as f-arcely to admit fuf- 
ficient fpaee for the canopy, and for the numeimis cufliious on which hi.s diflereni ordeisof knighthood 
were placed. All ranks of people crowded to vifit his remains, and the enthiil&llic aiiacliment of the 
Ruffians to thejr gcncral.was as great at this period, as in the midll of his vidnriotis career, rrotwitbftaiid- 
ing tbe difapptflibation of thefovereign. 

The indignation of the Emperor, which had been firC| excited by his hitter farcafms againft the new 
military fyftcm, and his dflays in marching back his troops, was incteated by his ireatinciit of Kallofsni^ 

and furvived his deccafe. Hie funeral of Suvarof completed lils lingular aud unmcrit.ed difgraee: after 
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alTociates to Mofcpw ; where he arrived in, month of Novi^m^iKf i774. dd 
iHfunation, he acknowledged all the cifcumfiances of ids tmppfUire, and m 
beheaded in the city of Mofeow, on the a ift of Jannary^ ysilis body/wS^ 
and expofed in'different places. ■* ^ 

Notliing can place the humanity of the Empn^fs in a ftronger light, thanihit, at the 
conclilfion pf a rebellion which almoft (hook her throne, the impdflor Pugatchef wits 
not put to the torture * ; and that only he and four of his principal confederates fuf- 
fered death. . • 


Chap. XVL — Deferiptim of the KnooU—Penal Laws of RuJfta^AboMm of capital 
Punijhments by tb.^. Eaid if Elizabeth.—Rehiarks on that EdiSl.^ Abolition of Torture 
by the prefent Emprefs.-~-Her Majejiy*s Anfwers to the Authors Queries on Prifom,— 
Outlines of the new Regulations.—Thpir Excellence and beneficial Tendency. 

ONE morning, as I llrolled through the ftreets of Peterfburgh, near the market* 
place, I obferved a large crowd of people, and on inquiring the caufe of this concourfe 
was informed, that the multitude was afferabled to fee a felon, who had been convided 
of murder, receive the knoot. •Although I naturally fhuddered at the idea of being a 
fpefiator of the agonies of a fellow-creature, yet curiofity overcame my feelings. I pe* 
netrated through the crowfd, and afeended the roof of a wooden houfc; from whence I 
had a didiufl: view of the. dreadful operation. The executioner held in his hand the 
knoot f; this iiiftrument is a hard thong, about the thicknefs of a crown.piece, and 
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having been honoured by every diftindiion a fovereign could bellow, after being prayed for in the chapel 
of the court, together with the imperial family, after being made a prince of the empire, and generaliflimo 
of all thie forces, a rank equal to that pofleffed by the Emptror himfelf, and after having condudted a 
bailliant and vidtorious campaign, he was buried without common military lionours. A few foldiers from 
a marching regiment attended the procefiGon inllead of the battalions of guards, no artillery was allowed 
excepting tome fenall pieces of cannon, which feemed to burlefque inllead of adding dignity to the ceremony, 
and even the eaparifoned horfe was forbidden to be led. The populace felt and difplayed their indignation 
at this infiilting and fttidied difrclpedl: but the vigilance of the police obliged them to murmur in fecret ( 
and in a (hort tiraf all feemed to have been forgotten, excepting by thofc who were able to appreciate the 
merit of Suvarof. 


Tberefentment of the Emperor did not confine iifclf to the remain8.of the deeeafed hero, btit extended 
to his family. His fon, who, in confideration of his father's fervicc^ had been foddehly railed, to the rank 
of major-general, was totally deiirived of his military character, aiwVeduced to the poll ol chamherlain, 
which he held before his elevation, and his marriage with the daughter of :the Duke'^f Courlahd was 
broken off, by the interference of the court. . - • ; 

It appears from recent accounts, that the Emperor Alexander hasattempted tA compenfate for the neg- 
Icft of Paul, by creilifig the ilatuc of Suvarof in the imperial garden at Peterlburgh. ^ " 

• When I vlfited the prifoii of Mofeow, 1 faw ieveral liorrid which had been made to 

torture Pugatchef, but which, by the Emprefs’s pofitive orders, vvere'pot iifed. L’Evefque, who isfel- 
dom millaken, is therefore wrong, in aflerting that he was racked to donth. “ It peril Ju fttpiiiee dt h 
roue.h. Vol ■ V. p. 143. ''''''''MJ' ■ \ 

f The following are the exa^l dimenfions and weight ofe^Ptoot, which 1 procured in ItufSa, and 
which is now in my p^iTellion. . ^ : i-r-'''' 

Length of the thong a feet; breadth of the top | of attjj^iCTj: at the bottom Thi&efs 
ofthe platted ahip r feet.—Circumfercnc^of ditto 2| inches.-—Diameter of ^.rini t inch apt} |i.*^ 
Length of ihe leather fpring 1 inch tpid l.-^Length of the handle 1 foot p|in£Nfc*>^Xieogtbdf the whole 

5 feet 5 inches and J.-* Weight II ounces. 

* ' “ li Tbt 
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of aft to an#tf?a to a thick j)Iaited wh!p, which is cdimeaed, 
by me?ns of aft iton ring, with a fifiall piece of leather fattened to a fcort wooden 
"handfe/:^■■■ . ■ 

The esecutioner, before every ftroke,' receded, and at % fame time drew back the 
hand which held the knoot; then, bounding forwards, he flnick the flat eftd of the thong 
on rhe naked hack of the criminal in a perpendicular line, reaching fik or feveij inches 
fronvthe collar towards the waift. He began with the right.lhoulder, and continued 
his ftrokes parallel to each other quite to the left ftioulder} nor ceafed till he had in¬ 
flicted three hundred and thirty-three latties, the number preferibed by the fentencc. 
At the conclufion of this terrible operation, the noftrils of the criminal \\**tre torn'with 
pincers, his face was marked with a hot iron, and he was re>'conduCled to prifon, in 
order to be tranfported to the mines of Nerfliinlk in Siberia. 

As feveral authors have erroneoufly deferibed the punifliment of the knoot, I have 
been thus particular in relating what fell under obfervation; and I fliall take this oppor¬ 
tunity of making a few remarks on the penal laws gf Ruflia, 

By tlie anrieiit ftatutes, felons, as well as traitors, were publicly executed ; but by an 
edi£i: of Llizabeth, corporal penalties were, except in fome cafes of high treafon, fubfti- 
tuted in the room'of capital fentences; a circumltance peculiar to the Ruffian code. 

According to the prefent penal lawsf ofienders arc punilhed in the following manner. 
Perfons convided of high treafon are either beheaded or imprifoned for life. Felons, 
after receiving the knoot, having their noftrils torn and their faces marked, are con¬ 
demned for life to work in the mines of Nerfhinlk. Petty offenders are either whipped *, 
tranfported into Siberia as colonitts, or lentenced to hard labour for a ftated period. 
Among the colonitts are included peafants, who may be arbitrarily configned by'their 
matters to baniftiincnt f. 

All tfiefe perfons are tranfported in fpring and autumn from different parts of the 
Ruffian dominions. They travel partly by water and partly by land, are chained in 
pairs, and fattened to a Icng rope. When the whole troop arrives at ToboHk, the 
governor afligns the colonitts, who^are verfedin handicraft trades, to different matters 
in the town j others he diftiofes as vafl'als in the neighbouring country. The remain¬ 
der of the colonitts proceed Irkutlk, where they are diftributed by the governor in 
the ttime manner. The felons are then conveyed to the dittrid of NerSiiufk, where 
they are condemned to,work in the filver mines, or at the different forges. 

Uravfillers, who vifited Rullia before the reign of Elizabeth, uniformly concurred in 
rclating the various modes of public executions, and in reprobating the leverity of the 
criminal laws. But though we may join with every friend to humanity in rejoicing that 
many of thefe dreadful punilhments no longer exitt; yet we cannot affent to the . high 
^comiuras patted on the fuperior excellence of the penal code fir.ee the edift of Eli- 
zabeth, which is fuppofed to ha.ve totally annulled capital condcinnatious. 

Fkot this fupprelfion of capital puniffimeat in all inttances excepting treafon, Eliza¬ 
beth beep reprefented,, not only by the lively Voltaire, but even by the fagacious 

The reader will of the great force wliich the fkilful executioner can give to this inUriftnent, 
when informedt^-thntii^e receives a private order, he can difpatch the crimmal byJlriking him two.or 
three blows upon theilba. ' ' ’ 

f There are tl^ie inftrUmepts for whipping in Ru£Ga; the knoot, the katze, and the plett, both of 
whifdt latter are a'lind of c«-oVtrine.t^^^^^ I 

^: f naftenareeotjpotwred.thonly a0i|bing theottence. 

'••-'■''7":" Black* 
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Blackftotie *, as a pattern of legiflative clemency. Though the infllftion of death for 
offences, which ought not to be capital, is too frequent in many countries; yet Elista- 
beth’s modification of the criminal Jaws is perhaps no lefs exceptionable, in point of 
policy and expedience, than illfifive in regard to its fuppofed lenity. 

For (liould we even erroheoufl'y imagine, with fome authors, that the edifl: has been 
literally obeyed, and that, during the fpace of forty years, not one criminal fuffered death 
thiougfiout the vail empire of Rufl'ia; furely this lenity to the inoft atrocious crimts 
xnufl; be confidered as extremely injurious to fociety. As a denunciation of death is, 
to the generality of mankind, the moll formidable prevention pf crimes, the removal 

n 

* Voltaire thus exprcnL’N Iiimfdf upon this edid:. “ IJImpiratrict ETit,aht'ib a acheve, par la dcmcuct, 
Vowvrap’C qut fnn pert, cnmmmqa par hi Itiix. Celts indulgence a etc meme poujfee a un point, donl it n'y a point 
eCexcmpU dans I’hij'cir : d’autun peup 'c. EUe a promit, que pendant Jon ‘ tgne perjonne ne J'erait Jiuni de mart, Js' 
a tenu fa prome/f:. Kile ejl la premiere fonveramc qui ail ainji refpelle la vie des hommes- Les mallaiteurs out 
cte c- ndainiies anx mines aiix travaux publics : It'urs caa'iniens font deveiuis utiles al’etat; inllitiition non 
moins fage mie humaine. Parlout ailleiirs on ne fait que tiier nn crimincl, avec appareil, fans avoir jamais 
einpiclic Ics crimes. La tcrrcur clc la mort fait moins cl’impreflion peut-ctre fur des iifechants pour la pli;- 
pait faineants, que la crainte d’lui chatiment & d’un travail pcnible qui renaiffciit tous Its jours.” liift. dc 
Knfiiie, ]). lao 

Sir William Blaekflonc makes the following remark upon the fame prohibition. 

“ Was the v.ifl territory of all the R'lilias w^jife regulntj;d under the late Einprefs Ell/abeth. than under 
her more languinary itredeceflbrs ? 1 ■ it ii'jw, under Caibarinc II., kfs civilized, lefs focial, lefs icciirc? 
And yet we are iijfiti e,:', that neilhcr nf thrfe illiijlrious }'riiicejfe.e have, tbronghout their nubole adiniiii/rration, in- 
Jlirled the pem'ty of death j anij the latter liar, upon full perfualion of its being iiftlefi, nay, eve n penti- 
fioli!, given aiders for alo'jjbjrg it cH/tte/)'throughout her extenfive dominions.” Commeiilaries, vol. iv. 
p. lo. 

And lately L’Evcfqiic, Le.s grntids crimes out commence a devenir plus rares fans cc rcgiiCj ouperfonne 
n'a i:!r pmi de lonrt.” HiP.. de Ruflii, tom. v. p 92. 

Voltaire affigna as the grounds of his encomium on Elizabeth’s fuppreflion of capital punifliment, two 
rerif iii'i: !. The j rmanenl ebaftifement which entails on the offender a long continuance of liardfliips and 
inifery, has a grea .-r csTeft an the multitude, than the fummary pangs of death, a. The preferv.ilion of 
nuilef.iclors is fubfe,-ient (a public emolument, t. On the firft leafon I lliall briefly remark, that the horror 
of diffolutiaii has bten repeatedly obferved in the generality of mankind to preponderate beyond any oili.r 
teru)r.s; and if we could d;vii'e a piinillmicnl more terrible than death, this new punifliment, in order to 
work its fcffta upon vulgar minds, ought to be inflicted withni the reach of vulgar obfervation, and not in 
the remme rcgi.in of Siberia. For can wo fnppofe that the lower dafs of mankind, who are governed by 
their fenfes, itceivc any tUong imprciilaii from the cafual report of fufferings endured at a great dillancc i 
t. VoUaife'r. ■•..'cond rcafon for his appbc.j’e of Idizabclh’s edict, namely, the profit which the community 
derives from '.lie labour of a tnalciactor whofc lii'e is fpared, will hardly be allowed to hold good in icgard 
to nuirdmv'; for if capital puriifliments be really liie moil cflicacioiis prevention of crimes, they will 
IK'( tfiaiily form'a llroiigtr bulwark round the lives of orderly citizens than any other penalties. The le- 
gillalor, therefore, who fubverts tliis fecurity with a view to the emolument of the flate, adually revives the 
old bai b.ivous cuP.om cl weighing the life of man in a fcale agaiull pecuniary advantage, with this material 
difference, Iwwever, in favour of that barharoits cuflom, that the latta- afligned the price of blood to tlic 
iil-.iiion.H of the perfon wliofe blood lia<l been filed, and who had a more immediate claim, than the commu¬ 
nity at large, on any compenfation iiiadc by the ofTeiitlcr. 

fudge IJIaekllonc intimates his doubts concerning the fuperior efficacy of capital puiiifliments over other 
peiisltics in the lhape of a query. Was the vafl territory, &c. Ent no reader can perhaps anfwer this 
eitiellion in the iiegativc ; nor could the fagacious aitthor liimfelf anfwer it in the affirmative. For can it 
bChaecifivtly determined, except by a collcAion and comparlfon, during a long feries of years, of felonies 
refpeftively committed under the two different mode.s of jiirifprtidence ? and Judge Blackllonc does not pre¬ 
tend to liave formed diis llicnry ou this ground. Eut after all, this reafotiing fuppofes a fafl; which in re¬ 
ality does not exill, that no criminal has fulFcicd capitally fince the acceffion of Elizabeth 4 the fallacy of 
uhich afft.-t ion is, Matter niyfelf, .nbiitidantly proved ill the text. " 

I entered Rullia uillv prejudiced in favour of the notion, that no perfons were ever puniflied with death. 

1 was tirll undeceived by a foreign gentleman, to whom I addrefled the queflion. Whether tlift-c were any 
capitakexeciitions in Kuifia ? ” Maicfadtor^ indeed,” he returned, “ are not beheaded or hanged j but 
ate not uiifrequcuilv kiiooted to death.” • 

q of 
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of this falutary terror withdraws a material fafcguard from the lives and property of 
worthy citizens, and diminilhes that fecurity which they have a right to claim from the 
protection of the laws. 

'X'he moft benevolent perfon will probably entertain nb extraordinary veneration for 
this boafted abolition of capital punifliment, when he refleft^, that though the criminal 
laws of Ruffia do not literally fentence malcfaftors to death, they ftill confign many to 
that doom through the medium of punifliments in fome circumftances, alinoil afffiredly, 
if not profeffedly, fatal, which mock with the hopes of life, but in reality protraQ: the 
horrors of death, and c/nbitter with delay an event which realbn and humanity vvifh to 
be inftantaneous. For when we confider that many felons expire under the inilidion, 
or from the confequcnces of the knoot; that feveral are exhaufted by the fatigue of 
the long journey to Nerfhinfk *, and that the forlorn remnant perilli prematurely from 
the unw'holefomenefs of the mines, it will be difficult to view the doom of thefe unhappy 
outcafts in any other light than that of a lingering execution. In efFeft, fince the pro¬ 
mulgation of the edi(S, a year has never pafled in which many atrocious criminals, though 
legally condemned to other penalties, have not fuffered death. A*nd indeed, upon a 
general calculation, perhaps it will be found, that notwithftajidlng the apparent mildnefs 
of the penal code; not fewer malcfaflors fuffer dcatfi in Ruflia, than in thofe countries 
wherein that mode of pimifhmcnt is appointed by the laws. It is therefore evident, 
that capital penalties are virtually retained, although the chief utility rcfulling from the 
terror of death is confiderably diminifhed. 

I'he panegyrics of Elizabeth would have entertained fome doubts concerning her 
boafted clemency, had they rccolleftcd that ftie ftill ictaineJ a horrid juocefs for the 
purpofe of extorting confeflion from perfons charged with treafonable defigns. I’he 
arms of the fufpefted perfon being tied behind by a rope, he was drawn up to a con- 
fjdcrable height; from whence, being fuddenly precipitated and fuddcnly checked, the 
violence of the concufllon diflocated his flioulders, and in that deplorable fituation he 
underwent the knoot. To this dreadful engine of barbarity and dclpotifm, Elizabeth 
gave unlimited fcope: during her whole reign it was applied even at the diferetion of 
inferior and ignorant magiftrates, and was not abolifhed until the acceflion of Catharine, 
who has prohibited the ufe of torture. 

Although the fovereign is abfolutc in the moft unliniitcd fenfc of the word; yet the 
prejudice of the Rullians in regard to the nccefficy of torture (and a wife legifialor will 
always refpccl: popular prejudices, however abfurd,) was fo deeply rooted by immemo¬ 
rial ufage, that it required great circumfpcciion not to raife difcoiuenis by*an immediate 
abolition of that inhuman praftice. Accordingly, the cautious manner in which it was 
gradually fupprefl'ed, difeovered as much judgment as benevolence. In ; 762, Catha¬ 
rine took away the power of infiifting torture from the vayvodes, or inferior juftices, 
by whom it ha4 been fhamefully abufed.' In 1767, a fecret order was iffued to the 
judges, that whenever they Ihould think torture necclTary to force confeflion, they 
fliould lay the general articles of the charge before the governor of the province for his 
confideration j and all the governors had received previous direfliops to delermine-the 
cafe according to the principles laid down in the third j queftion of file tenth chapter of 
inftrudions for » code of laws; wherein torture is proved fo be no lefs ulelets than 
cruel. This, therefore, was a tacit abolition of torture, which has bqen fmee formally 

* Four ilionfand ftven hnndn’d nnd fevt nty-fix miles from Peterftmrjrh. 

f Queftion III “ Laquefliunne bl^e-t-clic^at la jujiici:,tHconi'uit~tLc au lut, &c.’' See Inftrudtions de 
Cathatiuc II., &c. p. 51 to ^5. 


and 



8p8 COXeV TRAVEt^S IN RUBSi^, 

and publicly annulled. The prohibitipn of this horrid fpeci^ bf judicature tbrotfghout 
the Ruffian empire, forms a memorable asra in the annafe df iiiamainty. 

AtMofcow and Petcriburgh l.vifited theprifons, of which I ; haye given an account 
in a former publication*. Iiivihis place I ffiall only remarkfiri general, that the Em* 
prefs, informed of my refearches in relation to prifons, with a cdndefcenfion peculiar to 
her charafter, permitted me to deliver to Count Ivan Tchernichef, vice prefident of the 
admirajity, a lift of queries, onfomeof which I received information, by her orders, 
from her beft-informed governorsft, and others fhe even condefcended to anfwer her- 
felf. Her anfwers I fliail here fubjoin, with a full convidlion, that obfervationsT even 
of lefs moment would be rendered acceptable by the authority of fo diitinguilhed a 
character. 

Queries upon the Ruffian prifons, deliver- Anfwers diSated by the Emprefs to her 

cd to the Emprefs. fecretary, and fent to the author. 

I. Is there an^ general plan for the con- “ i. There has been hitherto no gtte- 

JiruStion of prifons^and their interior 'dijlri- ral plan for the conftru^ion of prifons, 
bution ? and are they ufmlly fitmted in the nor rules for their diftribution and fitua* 
fuburbst and near the running luater? tion. 

» a. What precautions are taken, in order ‘‘ a. There is no more regulation for 
to keep the prifons clean, and to prevent epi- the cleanlinefs of the prifons, than for 
dcmical dijiempers ? their conftrudion and fituation. By an 

; abufe favourable to the prifoners, they 

are in many places permitted to go to the 
baths. It is probable that the cold alone 
prevents epidemical diforders. 

3. Is there a feparate infirmary for the “ 3. Not every where. 

' fickl 

4. Are petty offenders kept apart from the “ 4* Although it is preferibed by the 

felons, and are the felons alfo feparatedfrom ancient laws that a felon, fentenced to 
each other? death, ffiall be kept in a feparate room* 

called the chamber of repentance, never- 
thelefs, there are no where chambers of 
that defeription. 

5. Are the prifoners permitted to pur- “ 5. Every fpecies of food is fold in the 

chafefpirituoas liquors, and do the jailors fell prifons, but the jailor pannot fell fpiritu- 
ihem ? ous liquors, and that for two reafons: 

Firft, becaufe fpirituous liquors can only 
be fold by thofe who farm the right of 
* vending them front the prown. Second* 
ly, which is very extraordinary, there are 
‘ no jailors! to any of the prifons, although 

^ laws make mention of them. 

6. Are female criminals put in irons ? “ 6 . The laws are filent upon this 

• * head. Bb that whenever this cuftom is 

prjaifed, It mttft be reckoned among thofe 

Account of the prifani and Sweden, Denmark. I ' 

I have made ufe of tbefe f-apera in t'^ treatife mVotioned in the laft adte. 

TheDrifonertare euardedbvfbldicrb - 

innumerable 
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. innumorablcs abides which ought to be 
abolifljeil*. 

7. Ts the fate of criminals fbndcmncd to “.7. Cnmiaals coiulcmucd to public 

hard labour ever mitigated in cafe of reform- labour afo tranfjjorted: I'lu* murder they 
ation ? Do they wear any badge (f\injamy., arc branded *in the I’acc witli a hot iron, 
and is it taken away upon good behaviour 1 ‘ &c.; Tome arc chained^ others have tiicir 

noilrils torn, and, unlcfs upon i gonend 
or particular aranefty, they receive no 
niiiig.'iUun, 

8. Are there fitted times and places in the “ S. rhe laws fell led indeed corlain 

feveral provinces for the trial of criminals ? times vor tliis purpofe ; but as a great 

number of iliircrcnt atl'airs and trials were 
decided in the fame tribunal, the courts of 
criminal julticc were very dilatory in their 
proceedings. 

See the manifello of 1775, at the 
head of the Kegulationsf, S:c.” 

New plan for the Ruffian priibns, to be introduced into each government. 

“ 1. To divide the prifons into civil and criminal. 2. The criminal prifon Ihall be 
diftribufed into three parts. I’he firlt for criminals before and during trial; the fecond 
for perlons I'entenced to confinement for a ftated time; and the third for felons capi¬ 
tally convifted, condemned to perpetual imprifonment, or to the public works. 
3. Each part fliall be leparate, one for the men, the other for the women. 4. I’here 
ffiall be an infirmary for fick prifoners. 5. The prifon fliall be conftrufted without 
the town, in an airy fituation, and near the water.” 

It cannot be otherwife than a fubject of plcafing refleftion, that this great Princefs 
thus condtTcends to contemplate and alleviate the fufferings of even the wretched vic¬ 
tims to public jufticc; but how much more will our veneration be encrcafed, when we 
confider her as erecting the glorious fuperftrudlurc of national happinefs on the fir/n 
bafis of equal legiflation ? . 

The Emprefs, at her accellion, found the Ruffian code of laws a rude and indigelled 
chaos, and faw rhe immediate ncceffity of reformation. The courts of juftice were re¬ 
gulated by the (latutesof Alexey Michaclovitch extremely dof.>clive bjsth as to order 
and precifion j and by the itkafcs or imperial mantiates illlicd by Peter and his fuc- 

* The original paflkge, which is in the French language, does not admit of a litci al tra!ifi:!l ion : 

“ LesloixpufetUJ-us f knee cepoint : ainft cc quepourroilfe fairs Pt at e^arelpeu! on’licpanr.l eimmbrah'e 
quantile Jes abut. ‘Ces ahts font pour la pltiparf aulant tU cloux qit il faiit ti-cr itii corpspolulque d; Petat ou oit 
Its trouveV ' 

-j- Rcglctnents de Sa Maj. Imp. pour Fadminillration des gouvernements, &'C. 

J The cailieft regular code of written laws was foimed in 1542. by Ivan Valliiievitch II. from prece¬ 
dents and ancient enfloms, ’ Tlie llatuics of Alexey Micha.lovitch, alluded to i^' tlie text, were «liiefly 
compofed from the above-mentioiird code, from the mandates iT the fovereigns fubfcq'.icut to Ivan ValHlie- 
vitch IL, from thcdccifions oT theboiars, who in thofc times prefided in the bigh.courts of jnllice, and 
from the Byzantine laws or edidls iffticd by the Greek Emperors of Conllantiuoplc. The new (iatutes 
compiled from thefe fflurces, with a few additions, being in 1650 read in the iV/arb^prefence, wereptinted, 
and a copy fent into each province. 

Sec Statuta Mofchovitica in Herberfteini Itin, in Mofehoviam} alfo Von JullizlWefen in Haygold’s 
Beylagen, p. 379. 

voE. VI. 51. relTors, 
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ceflbes, uncommonly numerous, and m many important pfllois contradiSloiy to each 
■ other. . ‘ , ■ , ,' ’ / '■ 

The vaft empire of Ruflia was diftribmed into a felr extenfive governments j each 
government was fubdivided into'provinces, and each province into diftricts, or circles. 
Over each government was a governor, over the piovinces! a wayvode and his officers, 
who formed a chancery ; over the an inierior wayvode, or juftice of peace. 

The abufes refuliing from this diftribution are fufficiently detailed in a paffage^ from the 
manifeito of the Emprers prefixed to the firft part of the new code •: ; 

♦‘ We find that many goveniments are not fufficiently provided with tribunals or offi¬ 
cers of juftice, in proportion to their extent; that not only the affairs of the treafury 
and police, but alfo civil and criminal caufes, are tried in the fame court in which the 
adinihiftration of the government is carried on. Nor are the provinces and diftrifts 
lefs fuijjed to fimilaf inebnveniendes; as the foie chancery of the wayvode is the only 
court \Vhich has cognizance of fo many and fuch diftereht affairs. The diforders re- 
fiilting fmni thefe cu-cUmftaqccs are but too evident. On one fide delays, omiffions, 
and vexations, ate the natural confeqifences of fo incongruous and defedlive a conftitu- 
dpn ; where one bufinefs impedes another ; and where the impoffibility of terminating 
matters fp various in the foie chanceiy of the wayvode occafions procraftination, negleft 
of duty, and admits only a partial difpatcH of bufinefs. On the other fide, thefe delays 
generate chicanery, and encourage the coinmiffion of crimes; becaufe the punilhment 
docs not follow the tranfgreffion of the laws with that celerity which is neceffary to re- 
prefs and ftrike terror into offenders ; while endlefs appeals from one court to ano¬ 
ther are perpetual obftrudions to juftice.” 

But the greateft evil to the lower clafs of people arofe from the enormous authority 
of the inferior wayvode, who, though ufually a perfon of low birth, and totally ignorant 
of the laws, yet’could not only impofe punilhment fur petty offences, but had even the 
power of ordering the knopt, inflifting torture, and tranfporting to Siberia. Hence, per- 
fons fufpefted of crimes were detained in prifon feveral years without being brought to 
« final trial, were tortured without fufficient .proof, and frequently more than once. 

Many fovereigns fince Alexey Michaelovitch, particularly Peter I. framed projefts for 
amending the Ruffian jurifprudence, but never carried it into execution. The com¬ 
pletion of this jilrduous undertaking was referved for Catharine 11 .; who, in 1767, fum- 
moned deputies to Mofeow from every part of her extenfive dominions, and having 
appointed commillioners for compofing a new code of laws, delivered to them her Grand 
Inttrudions t, written by Her Imperial Majefty in the true fpirit of genuine legiflatibn. 
Tn. conformity to thefe InftrufHons, the firft part of a new code appeared in 1775, anda 
iecond part in 1780, and it has been received in many of the new governments into 
which the Ruffian empire is divided. Many abufes have been removed by thefe new 
inftitutions; and many ftill exifting are to be'abolilhed. / , 

Though an ample detail of thefe regulatiOTs faUs riot within: tHe compafs of the pru- 
fent work ; it is to be hoped tjfiat the curiouty of the public . will be, in fome meafure 
gratified by eriumerating the moft ftriking peculiarities in lifts extenfive plan,,which has 
modified the whole lyftem of gbveriiriient. ’ ■ 


*'fteglementr dfi Catharine il. itc. p. v». ^ . . 

■jf •* InftruAions de/Catharine 11. pour la ConimiinoD chargee de dreiTcr le Proje; d’un Nouveau Code,de 
St^ Pet. 1709. Thefe inftruAioni have been tranjOafed: into moft inbdeM li^gjIiage^ and into 
by Taufehef, a Ruffian gentlcman. to Which » prefixed, a defeription of the bifthink 

the commiffiim. wUh the order and rules for e^iiding-thbGbiritttiffioBeri appbhtted to fn^e * Jew ixtde ^ 
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The empire, dWded' uy Peter the Great into'^nine extenfive governments, is nojv 
diftributed into a larger number *, each upofi an average containing only from three to 
four handred thbufand qjales. ’ One or more of thefejgoverninents is fuperintended by 
a JVd«g/?n/f/', or I 6 rd 4 ieutenant, .and each has a vice-governor, a council, civil and cri¬ 
minal courts of judicature, fome oflwhofe members are appointed by the fovereign, and 
the others chofen by the nobles. By this inftitution Catharine has’in fome ipltances, 
eircumferibed her prerogative, by diminiftiing the power of thole tribunals which were 
only dependent upon the crown, or transferring it to the nobles, and invelting them 
with many additional privileges with refpefl: to the adminifl.ration of ju/lice. IJy intro¬ 
ducing likewife into each government fuperior tribunals, vvhofe decifion is final, (he has 
prevented frequent appeals to the.imperial colleges at Peteriburgh and Mofeow, vvbich 
w'cre attended with confiderable expence and delay. By eftubliihing or feparating the 
different boards of finance, police, &c. from the courts of law, which before impeded 
each other by meeting in the fame place, ftie has facilitated the difpatch of bufinefs, and 
rendered the adminiftration of juftice more fpeefiy. She has increafed tlic falaries of 
the judges, whd^ from the narrownefs of their income, were expofed to almoft irrefifiible 
temptations from bribery j or, to ufe her own expreflions to the judges, in her celcs; 
brated edift, “ Formerly your neceffities might have induced you to be ioo, attentive to 
your own interefls : your country now pays your labours, and whal before might admit 
of fome excufe, from this moment becomes a crime.” , 

To thefe regulations muff; be added, the abolition of torture j the eftabUlhment of 
proper boundaries between the governments, which has prevented many diflenfions and 
law-fuits; the appointment of regular phyficians and furgeons, in various diftrifts, at 
the expence of the crown j the foundation of fchools, and the eftabliffiment of new 
feminaries for thofe intended for holy orders; the ereftion of new bodies corporate 
with additional immunities ; the grant of freedom to numberlefs vaffals of the crown f 
and the means taken to facilitate the emancipation of the peafantry. But of all the 
plans, none is more ufeful and praife-worthy than the eftabUlhment of fchools in every 
government, formed on the moll coraprehehfive fcale and liberal principles. 

An academy is eftablilhed at St.’Peterlburgh for the inftruftion of two hundred ftji- 
dents, defigned to be matters of the provincial fchools. It is provided with profelTors 
of hiftory, mathematics, rhetoric, and natural hiftory; with a German,matter, and a . 
drawing matter. The ftudents are feleded from the different feminaries of the Ruffian 
empire, and, as they have received their education as priefts of the regujar clergy, un- 
derftand Latin, They are twenty years of age, and ax-e to remain at Beterlburgh three 
years ; during which period they are inttrufted in hiftory, geography, the various 
branches of natural philofophy, and natural hiftbiy. They are all boarded, lodged, and 
inftrufted at the Emprefs’s expence. At.theconclufion of this term their places to be 
fupplied by others, and they will be diftributed in the different parts of Ruffia. Two of 
ihefe ftudents will be ettablilh^ in the principial town of each government; one as 
teacher of mathematics, the, other of hiftory, geography, and natural hiftory. Each 
ftudent, thus eftablilhed, is to inftruft other ftudents as preceptors of the fmaller fc^ols 
in the lelfer towns. Thft regulation of this ufeful eftablifhment is entrufted to a com¬ 
mittee confifting of five members, who have theTupei-intcndance o^tbe whole. .. >; 

'* Tlte firft proyinces ereftfd iato governments, accoirding to the n«!jv hijljtutJon.^ere Tvtp aad Smo- 
leniko, Thofe which have been fincfe cftabiilhedi,, either before or during foy ^Tefidence 

in lluOwi were in the fol&wing order i Novogorod and Kaluga, In Ueccmbei- 1^761 YaroflafA 

and Tide, in December 1777; Pblbtik and; ^htlef,:itt .May 1,778 t’.Refan, Voiodimit?,'' 
jtnd Orel, in December 1778; See aKft of the govcrnjnents. Book vi. chap i p, 359, 

■■ ■* ' . ■ . • $1. 2 . Thus^;^ 
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Thus, the Rreat fchools in the principal towns will depend on the academy of Peterf- 
burgh, and each fcl’.ool in the iinaller tov/ns on the princip il fchOol in each govern¬ 
ment ; a fcheme, which it carried into execution, will eftedually promote the interior 
civilization of this vafl empire. '■ 

Such are the Outlines of thefo excellent inflitutionjt. How far, or in what degree, 
they may operate upon a people fo widely difperfed;'and of fuch different manners and 
cuftoms, *can only be proved by time and experience. But though they may fail in 
producing .7// iliofe advantages which the fpcculativc reaConer might expedt, yet they 
muff be attended with moft beneficial efleefs; as fuflicicntly appears from the ffourifliing 
flate of ihofe provinces in which they have been already admitted. If it be allowed that 
many evils have been reformed, and many improvements introduced, it cannot at the 
fame time be fuppofed that the national mannei's ffiould be fuddcnly changed, or that 
the tJioff abfolute I'overeign can Venture to fliake ihofe fundamental cuftoms which have 
been fanctioned by ages. It is fiirely fuflicient if the abufes arc remedied, as much as 
can be expefled in fuch a country ; where the v: ft difproportion of rank and fortune, 
and the vaflalage of the j^eafants, render it extremely difficult, if not^impolliblc, to 
eftablilh at once an impartial adminiffration of juftice. 

Rufiia, with iefpeft to the yafl inafs of people, is nearly in the fame ffatc in which 
the greater part of Europe was plunged during the eleventh and twelfth centuriesj 
when the feudal fyftem was gradually declining ; when the unbounded authority of the 
land-holders over their flaves was beginning to be counter-balanced by the introdudion 
of an intermediate order of merchants; when new towns were continually erecting, 
and endowed with incrcafing immunities, and when the crown ventured to give freedom 
to its vaffals. 


Chap. XVII.— Inquiry into the prefent State of Civilization in the Rvjfian Empire.’^Di- 
%'ifton of the Inhabitants into Nobles, Clergy, Merchants, and Burghers. — Peafants.^ 

Privileges granted to the Merchants, Burghers, and Peafants. —State ofVaJfalagc. 

« 

MUCH has been wTitton concerning the great civilization which Peter the Great 
introduced into Rufiia ; that he obliged the people to lhave their beards, and relinquifh 
their national drefs; that he naturalized the arts and fciences, difeiplined his army, 
created a navy, and made a total change throughout his extenfive empire. We may 
readily admit thfc truth of this eulogium with refp('d to his improvements in the difei- 
pline of his army and the ert'ation of a navy ; for thefe were objeds within the reach of 
his perfevering. genius ; but the pompous accounts of the total change which he is faid 
to have eff'eded in the national manne rs, feem the mere echoes of foreigners, who never 
vifited the country, and who colleded the hiftory of Peter from partial information. 
For though a nation, compared with itfelf at a former period, may have made a rapid 
progrefs towards improvement; yet, as the exaggerated accounts which 1 Had heard 
and. read of the great civilization diflufed throughout the whole empire led me to expetl 
- a more polifhed flate of manners, I muft own I was aitonifhed at the barbarifm in which 
the bulk of the peofjfc ffill continue. I am ready to allow that the principal nobles are 
as cjvili.zed, and as refined in their entertainments, mode of living, and dpcial intercourfe, 
as thofe of ether ^ropean countries. But there is a wide difference between polifhing 
a nation, and polifhing a few individuals. Tlie merchants and peafants ftiU univerfally 
Retain their national drefs, their original manners, and, what is moft remarkable, the 
greater pai;tof the merchants and burghers of the large towns, even the citizens of Pe- 

7 terfburgh 
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terfljurgh and Mofcow, refemble, in their external appearance and general mode of liv- 
ing, the inhabitants of the fraalleft village; and notwithflanding the rigorous edids 
iiTued by * Peter I. the far groator number ftill wear their beards; being fcarcely lefs 
attached to that patriarchal cuftom than their anceilors, Avhen tlie fine for mutilating a 
finger was rated at is. 3d.; that for quitting off the beard, or*wiiilkci s, at.4S. lod.f. * 
In fad, the peafanls, who form thcV)ulk of the nation, are^ildl as deficient in 

the arts as before the reign of Peter, although the fciences have fiourifiied in the wapital. 
But the civilization of a numerous and widely difperfed people is not the work of a 
moment, and can only he efteded by a gradual and almo/l inleiifible prog refs. 

If from thefe general refledions wc diflindly confidei the dili'ercnt clalies of fubjeds 
in the Ruflian Empire, we fliall be enabled to form fotne probable judgment concei’ijing 
the prefent ftale of civilization. 

'1 he inhabitants may be divided into four orders : nobles and gentry, clergy, mer¬ 
chants, burghers, and other freemen, and peafants. 

I'he three firft include almoft: all the free lubjects of the empire, and the latter all the 
vall’als t)r I'lavcs. * * 

I. The firft order comprehends the nobles and gentry : the foie | perfons who, in 
the true fpirit of feudal defpotifm, have a right to pofl'efsiand ; but inliead of appearing 
themklves, accordin-;; to the teiiure of that fyftein, at the head of their retainers, are 
now only expeded to ferve in the army, and obliged to furniftt recruits in proportion to 
the number of their vafl'als. 

In Rufiia, as in the Oriental governments, there is fcarcely any diftindion of ranks 
among the nobility, excepting wlyat is derived from the fervicc of the fijvereign. Even 
the elded Ions of thole perfons, who Jiave been raifed to the moft confiderable honours 
and higheft employments, excepting the advantages which they undoubtedly retain of 
facilitating their promotion by a ready accefs to court, do not derive any folid benefits 
from their birth, like tliofe which the peers of England, the grandees of Spain, or the 
dukes, who are peers of France, enjoy from their hereditary defeent. The importance 
of a noble family of large property and official honours, is almoft annihilated on the 
death of the chief; bccaufe his property is equally divided among his fons; and be- 
caufe titles, thougii allowed to be hereditary, do nor, indt pendent of the fovereign’9 
favour, contribute much to aggrandize the poU'eflors; that of a prince, a count, or a 
baron, conveying in theinfelves little perfonal diftindion, uulefs accompauied wiih a civil 
or military employment. . ' 

Before the a:ra of Peter the Great, the only title in Ruffia, e.xcepting that of boyar, 
which fignified privy-councellor, and was not hereditary, and other appellations annexed 
to civil employments, was that of knacs^ which was efteemed fynonlmous to prince. Per¬ 
fons whoaffumed this title w'ere defeendeJ, or pretended to be fo, either from the dif¬ 
ferent collateral branches of the reigning fatijily, or from fome Lithuanian i rinces who 

* “ 11 onlonna aux RuUk* dc qiiiiter I’habit long ct If barlic. Uiw amende fiit impofec aiis amateurs 
oblb'1168 de I’ancten ufage. Bicn des RuiTes, ei'furtout Ics Ro/koliiik» regardaitnt le cliniig-mciit d habit 
cumme un renoncement a la religion, ct difaient qu’Il valaient mfeux perjn- la cite que la harbe : ib fui%<nt 
obliges de payer un droit pour r^^’^tre pas raf^s, et ils recevaient un jettort qiii leiir Icrvait de quittance. 
Souvent ala cour otWenivrait les vieux boiars, et on leur taillait la harbe d’une manferc li ridicule, qu’ili 
tyiaicnt obliges degarderja chambre pendant plulleurs inois, on de fe fairc rafer. On attaehait aux portes 
des villcs ui> modclle du nouvel h ibic, et on rognait la robe de ceux qui nc vouhiicq\pa^payer} on Ics rafait 
malgre eux dans Ics rues.” L’Evcfqne, iv. p. 157. 
f Haygold, i. p -337 • 

' J Catharine, in confirming the iinmnnities of the nobles, dcfrced, “ Qne le droit d’acheter ou de venJre 
dcs tmet feroit propre oil partlculier aux feuU nobles,” Le Clerc, p. 47^. 

eftablifbedt 
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edablilhed themfelves in RulTia in the fourteenth or fifteenth centuries ; or from the 
numerous Tartar nobles who became fubjeQ:s to Ivan Vaffilievitch II. and his immediate 
fucceffors; or from feveral Polifh and other foreign families, who fettled in this empire. 
In procefs of time the number ef thefe Princes increafed fo confiderably, that, accord-, 
ing to Lord "ViUiitworth, no lefs than three hundred were common foidiers in Prince 
Mentchikof's regiment of dragoons. Though P^ter the Great, in imitation of other 
European courts, introduced the titles of count and,baron, ‘and his example has been 
followed by his fUcccflbrs, yet ndther thefe titles, or that of knacs» have been efteemed 
a fufficient aggrandizement, becaufe the grealcft favourites of tfie fovereign have been 
occafionally cseated, by the Emperor of Germany, princes ol the Roman empire; as 
Prince Mcntchikof at the requefl of Peter, and Princes Orlof and Potemkin, during the 
prefent reign *. , 

According to the fyflem introduced by Peter L, but which has gradually been cor¬ 
rupted as it has receded from itsfource, every nerfon takes precedence from his military 
rankj he mull rife in regular gradation, and before he can be an officer, mult have 
ferved as a corporal or ferjeant. Btit tliis ordinance is eafily eluded*^ frequently in¬ 
fants are made ferjeants and corporals, and it is not ncccffary to have ferved e\ en one 
campaign in order to obtain precedence, as it may be conferred by civil offices. Al¬ 
though the law of Peter I. which compelled each nobleman or gentleman, under pain 
of degradation, to ferve in the army, was aboliffied by Peter Illf; yet the efl'ecls dill 
fubfift. No one under the rank of a major is permitted to drive more than two horfes, 
under that of brigadier, npre than tour: a nobleman of the higheft fortune and didinc- 
tion, who has never been in the army, is not allowed, /excepting by the fpetial permif- 
iion of the crown, to ufe in the capital a carriage drawn-W more than one horfe, while 
a merchant may ISive two. I'here are various methods, however, of procuring military 
^dignity, and tne privileges annexed to it. Amoimft others, a chamberlain, for indance, 
to the fovereign, rariks as major-general; the office of a fecretary, in the different de¬ 
partments of government, confers the rank of an officer, and the contributor of a certain 
fum to the foundliug-hofpital at Mofeow, obtains the rank of a lieutenant. 1 hefc re¬ 
gulations, and the cafe with which military rank is acquired, has induced a German, 
fettled in Ruffia, to exprefs himfclf wdth fome humour in the following manner; A 
nobleman is here nothing; his fnuation in the army alone marks the value of his ex- 
iftence. A phyfidan has the rank of major, and dares, as a daff-officer, put four horfes 
to his*carriage, while others can only drive two} an apothecary in the impelial fcrvice 
has the rank of a captain; his apprentices that of enfigns} atid the two furgeons of the 
diftridf bear the rank of lieutenant J.” But however ridiculous thofe promotions may 
appear, yet they are founded on principles of the foundeft policy; for as, by a decree 
of Peter the Great, every officer is noble during bis Ufe, and the children of a ftaff-officer 
are claffed among the nobility, any inflituiipn tending to increafe the number of this 
order of men, who alone are entitled to polfefs land, fail of being highly bene¬ 

ficial to fociety. On their own e/tates the tables and 'gentry are almoit uncontrouled, 
having abfoluie authority over their vaffals. 

* 

♦ Alfo Prince Belbotodko and Prince Zubof. * 

•|- The Abbe de Chappe, in a remaife upon the abolition of thw law by Peter IIJ. is guilty of a ridicu- , 
Jou* miftake, when he fuppofea, that before this dcci ec the nobles vrw^avet. About a weeK'after his ac- 
^ceflion to the throne.^eter went to the fenate, and declared, “ that he had granted the privilege of/r<w/( 
to the nobility.” This millake arofe from an omiiliun in hia decite, in whiw the noblet Were only i/eefareJ 
f'rer, without the ad dfiSuii of toJirui, or not to Ifrve, at they thought proper. See Antidote, p. 148 to 150. 

t ScWotUiti’o BnlH^hfcl for 1781, p. 365, * 

11 . The 
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11 . The next order of fubjefts is the* clergy. 

I have already had occafion to mention the origin and fuppreflion of the office of pa¬ 
triarch, who ^ formerly the head of the Rtfffian clergy. Peter finally aboliflied that dig¬ 
nity in 1719} but inftead of formally declaring himfelf thd head of the church, he prudei^t- 
ly configned the chief ecclefiaftical atahority to a tribunal which he called the Sacred Sy¬ 
nod, which was in effed fubfervient \p him, as all its members took an oath, acknow¬ 
ledging him as their fupreme judge. The fynod is compofed of the fovereign.’who is 
prefident; a vice-prefident, who is generally the metropolitan archbilhop, and a num¬ 
ber of counfellors and afleffors. 

The clergy are divided into, i. Regular, or monks; and a. Secular, or parilh priefts. 

1. The principal wealth of the church is centered in the monalterics, which formerly 
had eftatesto the amount of 400,000!. per annum j and, like the other land-holders, 
enjoyed uncontrouled authority over their peafants, who are equally bondfinen aa on 
the pofleffions of the laity. The Emprei's has annexed thefe church-lands to the crown, 
and in return grants annual penfions to the hierarchy, the dignified clergy, and the 
monks. The archbilhops and bifliops receive each’ about i,ocol. or i,2ool. per annum, 
and the fubordinate ccclefiailics in proportion. Soon after this regulation, many of 
the monaftcrics were fupprelTed} and the members in thofe which were fpared, were 
confiderably reduced as well by the prphibition to admit more tlian a certain number, 
as by limiting ihe age of noviciates. The abolition of monafterics muft be acknow¬ 
ledged a bent ficial circumflance in moft countries; yet one evil is to be apprehended 
from it in Rnffia: they were the only fcminarics of education for thofe perfons defigned 
lor the facred funftion; and the' monks are, if I m.ny fo eX] rels niyfelf, almoft the foie 
proprietors of the learning which fubfifls among the clergy. But, moft probably, the 
ill oilefls which may be expefted from the fuppreflion of iome convents, will be com* 
penfated by the improvement, introduced into the adminiflration of thofe which are 
continued, and by the fchools lately eitablilhcd in various parts of the empire for the 
education of ecclofiaitics. 

Ail the dignitaries of thi. church arc choftn from the onlcr of monks; thefe are 
archbilhops and bilhops, archimandrites or abbots, and igooraens or priors. “ The 
epifcopal order in RulHa is diltinguiflicd by the different titles of metropolitan, arch- 
biihop, and billiop. The ti'.’cs of metropolitan and archbilhop a’e not attached to the 
fee; but are, at prefent, merely perfonal dillinflions conferred by me fovercign, which 
give the poffeffors no additional power, and fcarcely any precedence * 

The monafteries are governed by archimandrites ami igooracnr; and the nunneries, 
fuperintended by abbclfes. 

2. The Ruffian parilh-prieflsare called papas, or popes; a word fignifying father, and 
indiferiminately applied in the early ages of Chriftianity to all ecclcfiaftics, until it was ‘ 
confined to the Bifhop of Rome by an ediia of Gregory VII. The members of the 
Greek communion, hawever, did not obey this order, and the priefts of that purfuafion 
are ftill difttnguilhed by the appellation of pope. 

The parochial clergy, who may, and ought to be, the moft ufcful members of fociely, 
are in Ruffia the refufe of ];he people. It is literally true, that many of them cannot 
even read t» in thwr own language, the Gofpel which they are commiflioned to preach; 
but deUver from memory the fervice, a chapter of the New Tcftamcnt, or part of a 

» Dr. King on the Greek Church, p. 278. 

f Thit flumeful ignorance is ccrfunly lefs common than foffflerly; as the bilhops are more cautious in 
•rdainiiig fuch improper perfons. 
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homily, which they repeat every Friday and Sunday. Nor is it in the leaft furprifing 
that forne are fo illiterate, when we confider the fcanty maintenance which they derive 
from their profeffion. Befide thefurplict' fees, which in the pooreft benefices amount 
to 4I. per annum, and in thfi moft profitable tp but 20I.; t’ncy have only a wooden 
fioufe, fearedy fiiperior fo that of the meaneft kmong their parhhioners, and a fmall 
portion of land which they ufually cultivate wijw their own hands ; while the higheil 
dignity to which they can ever attain, as long as they contituie married, is that of a 
protopope of a cathedral, whofo income fcarcely exceeds 20I. a year. As the patifii- 
priefls are undoubtedly the principal fources from which inflraftica muft be generally 
ciiffufed among the lower clafs of people, if they, who oui;ht to enlighten others, are I'o 
ignorant, how grofs mull be the ignorance of their parifliiorievs! In no infcance, per¬ 
haps, has the Emprofs contributed more towards civilizing her people, than by inftitut- 
ing feminaries for the children of pritfls, by endeavouring to promote among the clergy 
a zeal for liberal fcieuce, and to rouzc them from that profound ignorance in which 
they are plunged *. 

The monks arc not permitted to marry, while the parifli-priells arft compelled to talx* 
a wife as a preliminary to ordination; and if their wives happen to die, they may enter 
into a convent, and become dignitaries of the church. They cannot engage in a fecond 
marriage iinlcfs they become laymen ; neither .can they continue parilhimcOs without 
the exprefs perraiflion of a bifhop. Tlie children of the fecular clergy are all free: 
their fons are ufually brought up for orders, or employed in the fervice of the 
church. , 

All the clergy wear long bcard.s and long hair, yrhlch flows down their flioulders, 
without being tied or curled. Their drefs is a fquare bonnet, and a long robe of a 
black or dark colour, reaching to the ancles. The fecular and regular priefts ufc, in 
fotnc inltances, a different habit, and the dignitaries of the church are diftinguilhed by 
a more coflly veftmeiit f. 

I cannot forbear mentioning that, during the five months we pafled at Peterfburgh, 
and in our daily intercourfe with the nobility and gentry, 1 never once faw in company 
a fmgle perfon of the facred profeffion. It mull'be allowed, indeed, that the pariffi- 
■priefts are, for the mod part, too lOw and ignorant to be qualified for admiffion into 
genteel focieties; while t!ie dignitaries, being a feparate order, and reftrained by flrift 
regulations, refide chiefly in their palaces within the monafterics; and contra£l an 
avcrfion, perhaps an unfunefs, for focial intercourfe. This general character of the 
Ruffian hierdrciiy does by no means comprehend all the individuals ; as fome of them, 
with whom I occafionallycouverfed, were men of liberal manners and enlightened un- 
derffandings J. 

The third divifion of Ruffian fubjecls comprehends that intermediate clafs of men 
between the nobles and pcafants, which is us defined by theEmprefs, in the flxteenth 
chapter of her inftruclions for a new code of laws. 

'•'* An iuiliince of Her Miiicfty’s zeal in this particnhir fell uhclcr mjr obfervation. When I vifited the 
prcl'e ftf the Holy Synod at M.ifcow, three volumes of fermons were pnniing in theRuirian tongue ; they 
were tranflations, by the Empreft’s command, from the bett Englirti, Erencb, an^ German authors, of 
lliofe principally which contained jlclear dilcnlTion of the moral duties. They were to be dtllributed among 
tlivT paiochial clergy, who had ordtis to read them nceafionally in the time of divine Service. 

t See prints ofAie feveral eecleliaftical dreffes in King’s State of the Greek Church in Ruflia. 

i The dignttanesoccalionaUydme at the tables of the nobility upon days of great ceremony, as on that 
of St. Alexander Neyiki, when I met the,^,^rchbllhop of lloflof at Prince Volkonlki’i. See vol. i. book 
iii. chap. ii. '■ ' 

“This 
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** This clafs of men, worthy to be mentioned by us, and from whom the country 
may promife itfclf great advantages,when it iliall liavc received a ftable form, and which 
has for its end the encouragement of good morals, “and /he love of iuduftry, is the mid¬ 
dle ftatc. This ftatc, compofed of ^eemen, belongs neither to the claf^ of nobles nor 
to that of peafants. All thofe who,\being neither gentlemen nor pealants, lullow the 
arts and fciences, navigation, comnmrcc, or overcife trades, are to he ranked in this 
clafs. In this clafe fhould be jdaced all thofe wiu>, born of plebeian parents, dial! have 
been brought up in fchools or places of education, reglious or others, founded by us 
or by our predeceflors! Alfo tin* children o. officers, and of the fccretarics to tho 
chancery. But as this third eftate is fufceptible of different d i • es of privileges, which 
we do not mean to det lil in this place, we fliall only here oi)en the way for a more 
ample examination.” 

Although, before the reign of Peter the Great, certain bodies of merchants enjoyed 
peculiar pilvilcges, which raifecl them above the condition of peafants, jet thofe were 
few, and their advantages, confidering the imnx’iile monopolies in the hands of tiie 
crov'ii, and the opprolTion under which they laboured from the power of the great, ex¬ 
tremely precaiiops. Peter, who during his travels perceived the utility of a third 
eftaie for the purpofes of commerce, made many regulations with this view, which, 
though excellent in themfcives, yet bAng not adapted to the ftatc of property in Ruf- 
fia, did not anfwor tho end propofed. Among thefc regulations, he endowed forac 
free towns with certain privileges, which wore afterwardo augmented by Elizabeth. 
But thefe privilcjrcs were confined to Peterfl^urgh. IMofcow, Aftracan, Tver, and a few 
other great provincial towns; And all the inhabitants, even merchants not excepted, 
were not diflinguiffiod from the peafants in two inftanccs, which arc confidcred in this 
count!*)' as indelible marks of forvitude; they were fubjeft to tho poll-tax, and to be 
draught<‘d for the army and navy. Cath-arine has exempted the body of inerchantvS* 
from thefe two inftanccs of forvitude, has eucreafod the number and inimunitks of tho 
flee towns, and permitted many of the crown peafants, and all free men, to enrol them- 
Iclves, under ftipulatcd conditions, 41 the clafs of merchants or burghers. 

I'he merthanis arc diftributod into three claffes. Tho firft comprehends thofe who 
have a capital of io,coo roubles; the fcc<ind thofe who poffefs 5000; and the third 
thofe who are worth 500. By the forty-feventh ari’cle of the celebrated manifcfto of 
Graces, which the ICmprefs conferred upon her fubjccls at thoconclufioji of the Turk- 
ifli w'ar in 1775, alf pcrfoii' who choofe to enter ihvinfclves in any of (Ijcfe claffes are 
exempted from the poll-tax, on condition of paying annually one per cent, of their ca¬ 
pital employed in trade to the crown. The extent of their capitals, however, is not 
rigoroufly examined, for the merchants may fix their capital at any amount; as a por- 
fon poffeffmg above 10,000 roubles may carol himfclf in any of the inferior claffes, or 
even in that of the burghers. 

This alteration in the mode of affeffing merchants is advantageous both to the,crown 
and to the fubje^fs; the former receives, and the latter cheerfully pay, one per cent, of 
their capital, becaufe they arc exempted from the poll-tax, and are entitled to atftli- 
tional immunities. It is aHb a juft import, as each merchant pays according to his for¬ 
tune : if his profits encrcafc, his affeffment cncreafes; if they diminifli, his contribution 
propertionably dimfnilhes. With refped to the general iuterefts of the nation, it is a 
tnafter-picce of policy; it excites induftry, by holding up to the pco|:^ a prindple of 
honour, as well as of mtereft, to be derived from the augmentation of their capital; and 
affords an additional feefirity from arbitrary impofitions, by pledging the good faith of 
government in tlie protedioa of their property. It is likewife produdive of another 
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eflbntial public benefit, by creating, as it were, a third eftate, which, as St iftcreafes In 
wealth, credit, and importance, muft by degrees acquire additional privileges, and grsu« 
dually rife inW tonfequcnce. , 

• The burghers form tha fecond divifion of thii order; the term burgher is applied 
to all inhabitants of free towns, who declare* that Ah ey polfels a capital lefs than tool, j 
or whQ, having that fum, do not chufe to aflumu the more honourable name of mer¬ 
chants, They polTefs many privileges fuperior tq the peafants; but are diftinguitht-d 
from the merchants by being ftill fubjeft to the poll-tax, and to enrollment in the army 
or navy. 

Under this third order muft be included all the Other free fubjefts of the empire; 
namely, thofe flaves who have received liberty from their malleri j thole who luve 
obt.'ined their difnuflion from the Army and navy ^ the members of. the Academy of 
Arts, and of other fimilar anllitutions; orphans from the Foundling Holpital, and, 
laftly, the children of all thefo freemen. All thefe perfons have permiffion to lettle 
and trade in any part of the empire, and may enKd thcmftlvos, ^ctoidhig to thetr 
capitil, among the burghers or merchants. By thefe wile regulations, the number of 
p.ilbns above Haves will gradually increafe, and muft in time form a, very conliderablc 
order of mtn, as foon as they lhall acquire the right ofpolTeUlng land 

It is a circuinftance not unworthy of remark; that thcRulli.in merchants and tradef- 
mcn feldom k,cop books of accounts, (ns few of them can either read or write,) and ate 
unacquainted with the knowledge of figuj*cs. Their manner of leckoning is by a ma- 
chine*, with fcveral row*''of wires, upon which beads are ftrmig. 'I’he beads on the 
fill ft row Hand for units, thofe on the fecond for terfs, on the thiid for hundreds, on 
the fourth for thoufands, and in a fimilar progrellion. By means of this machine they 
fubtraG, multiply, and divide with great t \a£lnefs. An cxccjition, among a few others, 
to this general obfervation, ftiould be mentioned. The moft honelt and intelligent per- 
fons of this order are the inhabitants of Ardhangel and its envnous: they are mollly 
able to read, write, and cad accounts; many of them are much employed at Peterf^ 
burgh, by the members of the Britilh faflory, to fpperintend tlioir warehoules, and they 
.have the general charafter of faithful and induftiious fervants. It may, perhaps, be 
difficult to account lor the peculiar circumftances which have concurred to render the 
inhabitants of the town and environs of Archangel more intelligent than the other Ruf¬ 
fians, unlefs the following caufe Ihould be thought fufficicni. Archangel, from the 
time of its fv*ft difeovery by the EngUfh in 1554, was, during a cohfidcrable period, the 
great emporium of Rulfia; many of the inhabitants, then foie, being connefted with 
foreign merchants, who required great exaftnefs in their dealings, were gradually trained 
to bufinds. By a kind of local enthufiafm and traditional inllruftion, they have con¬ 
tinued to diftioguifii tbcmfelvcs among their countrymen, by acquiring the rudiments 
of arithmetic; and by a diligent dilcharge of their truft. ■ 

lt|^. The fourth order of fubjeSs comprehends the j^afants. ' 

The peafants of Ruffia are generally ferfs, or.‘'flaYes t, and may be divided into, 
V. Peafants of the crown. 2. Peafants belonging to individual!,. 

I. The 

* SinatW to the Ctiiaefe Piofeiroi^Sdlind«:t,£j||||^^o was blind, j&d bn improved tnachiae of tbi» kind 
,n hi* matbtmati^ computatione - 

^ In the former editions of this work, and nemraing to the ftate of thO peafanta ip 1 had the 

latisfiftion of adding to thia lift of bee petfaiita, thofe of the Ukraine and,Ri>inaii Finland, who pteferved 
I confiderable degree of freedom until Uie late eatenfton of the polUax has reduced Utem ulmoft to a level 
... wi.» reft. For bv fubiedtioe .thnift' to tiuit alTelTment, the EmpreA h»t utteoaliaouily cotthteifi^ed 

■* {the * 
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1. _ ITie cifO^fh peafants inhabit the imperial demefuqs; and probably comprehend, 
including thofe belonging to the church lands, which are now annexed to the cifown, 
about (be fixth part of the RuiTian pcafuuts. The}} are immediately under the jurifdii.- 
tion of the imperial ofBcers or bailifli. 'Although liabR: to great cxaclions, by the le. 
nure of their fubjeSion, from thefelpetty tyrants, yet they are much iftore tecuvo of 
their property; and being under the jrotoftion of the fovereign, any flagrant inihnees 
of opprelnon are more eafily made known and redrclTcd. Manv of thefe vaihiU, in 
particular*diftri§:s, have been enfranchifod, and penniited to eiirol-thcrnfclves among 
the merchants and buighers; and (h.* whole bocly>uiii gradually receive more privi* 
leges, as the Ipirit of humanity am! poiicv penetratOo further into thefc regions. 

2 . Peafants belonging to iniliviUuals aie the private property of the landholders, as 
much as implements of agriculture, or herds of cattle, and the value of an cflate is 
eflimated, as in Poland, by the number of boor<i, and not by the number of acres. No 
regulations have, perhaps, tended more to rivtt the fliackles of ilaveiy, than the two 
laws of Peter the Great; one whiph renders the landlioUU r accountable to the '•rown 
for the poll-tax of his vafTals, and the other which obliges Inm to furnilh'k certain num¬ 
ber of recruits; for by thclc means he becomes interelled to prpvcnt the migration of 
his peafants without pcrmiflion from the ])lace of ihcir nativity. With refpedl to his 
own demands on his peafants, the lord is reflrained by no l.nv. He isabfolute mailer 
of their time and labour; feme he employs in agriculture, a lew he makes his menial 
fervants, perhaps without wages; and frovn others he txac\a an annual payment*. 
Each vaffal, therefore, is rated according to the arbitrary will ol his mailer. Some con¬ 
tribute four or five fbillings a year; others, who arcingag. 1 In fraflic or bufinefs, aie 
affefled in proportion to their luppofed profits. Any capital which they acquire by tbeir 
induftry, may be fetzed, and there can be no redrefs; as, according to the old feudal 
law, which ftill cxifts, a Have cannot inllitute a procefs againlt his mailer. 

The mode adopted by many landholders with their peafants, reminds me of the prafllce 
among the Romans. Atticus, w'c are told, caufed many of his flaves to be iullrufted 
in the art of copying manuferipts, which he fold at a very high price, and raifed a con- 
Cderable fortune. On fimilar principles, fome of the Ruffian nobility fend their valfals 
to Mofeow or PetCi'lburgh, for the purpofe of learning various handicraft trades; they 
either employ them on their own eftates, let them out for hire, fell them at an advanced 


tlie penml.jtnnciple wliicli had hitherto bttn the thief olijeA of her rtign, that jf gradually extending the 
privileges amt fiteduin of the lower clafs ol people. Hy iiilrodu'-ing among the peafants of the Ukraine, 
or Rufiian Finland, a tax, t^hich is confideriJas a badge of llavciy, (lie has been redured to tlie nectflity 
of rendering them feifs, or who were before free ptafants, f.om the inipohtie law, which is 

the unavoidable tonfiquence of the p«U-tax, in a country wherein the nobles can alone poffcO. lauded pio 
petty, that of making the landholder anfwerable foi the afielTnvent of his peafants; as under that circum- 
ftance he mnft have the pot^tr of preventing their migration. ^ 

* The Emprtfsthus txprtffes lierfclf on this bead ; 

“ 11 tn'y a guere de village, qui ne paye fes rtdevaiicc en argent. Lea polfLUens, qiii ne voyeut jamais 
ou que ties rarement leurs villages, impofent ebaque tete a tin a deux ct juiqu’a cinq lunbles, fatis.s’cmbS- 
rafler comiueiit le paylan s’y piegdra pour gagner cet argent 

« II feroit ti^s uectflfairc de preferire aux poiTefleuis dts Loii. qui Its obligcnt a agir avec plus de ciVcftn- 
fpedlion dans !a tnaniere dont ils fe font payer lenrs dioits, et a txiger dupayfan dts redevances qui foitnt 
de nature a I’eloij^ner le fitoins quM fera poffible de fa maifon et de fa famille. Par ce moyeu I’on mettra 
I'agrtculturc eii vigtieur, et la popobtion angmeatera dans I’empiie.” IiiltruAion, drcL p. 79 ' 

This cuftotn of obliKing the peafants to pay an annual fum in money, frequently drives the iiecellitous to 
the moil defperate modes of acquiring it. ^ 

5 M a price 
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price, or receive from them an annual compenfation for the permiffion of cxercifing' 
their trade for their own advantage. 

Ib regard to the lord’s authority over their pcrlons, according to the ancient laws, he 
might try them in his own couns of juftice, or nanifli tliem without any procefs j ho 
could inilia evei7 ipccics of penalty excepting thtf knoot, order them to be whipped, 
or confined ind{ingeon&; he might Itiid them W houfes of correction, orbauift them 
into Sioeria; or, in fliort, lakc cogiu/anceot every mildemeanour which was not a 
public ollcncc. IFc had, indeed, no power o\cr their livet. j for, if a Have w4b beat by 
*ordcr of his mafter, and died within the fpace of three days, the maftor w as guilty of 
murder, unkfs> other n’afons could be afligned for his demife. But was not this ilmoft 
A mockc'v of juftict? Bor furcly% nnn might be terribly chaftiwd without fufleriiig 
death witlua^/zu ili) ; and if a v.dlal died within that fpace, and his mifter was a 
ni.in of conftqUv.na, who could bung him to julice* ^ By'the n w regulations^ this 
fpoimca* pouu is reduced b\ rtflndion® moie conlonant to the humuie punt ph s 
wh,ch diihngulfli all tljc legi’lations qf the I’lnpids; and the u^!u oHnflLiing punifli- 
meni u> lodged, whore it ever ought to be, lu the hands ol the public inagidiate. 
Abuks, however, kill fubfift; but mull, in time, yield to the mf luuee ol fuch lalutary 
inlhiulions. 

I am far fiom aklttlng, that mhumanit) !*• th- gencial rhaia«rieriftic of the Ruffian 
nobility; or that mam pcrfuni do not tuaf thcii* saflals wi h the utuiofl beniioknce. 
fam alfo well avaie, tint lovcial pvlants an. in lucli a liounfiing condition ao to have 
accumulatwd sC) co»hd<^rabk cipitd witlnutdi'ad of e' iduii; and that k)m<? even 
pollefjj landt J t/farc^ n’ldri* tluic f'.ill is* name . But if \ e coiiiii.ki the unhappy 
pleafuie whuh too many ltd m ty annivang o.c. ih h ii 1 iioi , w htsc t\<ry lealon 
to conclude, that thf* 'vueiuluy of boois inu'l lli I lie tiidij tppnP d. liow then 
‘can acountiy be Lid to oe tivili/'d, la ’.huh dniiudic llivei^ If 11 c\ifls? 

The vallals who work tor th^ir mafiei , gduially uctiving th.n maintenance, or 
being accommodated with a fniall portion of land, always onioy in funiciv.nt abundance 
the common neceffarks of luc, and ufually fpoid tluii earnings m clothes or Ipiiiiuous 
liquors. Ihofe who, in eontradidiun to this gc‘ntral rule, fave the piohts of thur 
labour, or trade, conceal-as much as pofliblc an acquilitum of foitune; they fddom 
change their mode of Imng, and tiequenily bin y their money in the ground. This 
cullom is one rcaton, among fcvcial othtro, of the fcaiuty of filver currency; that 
bring the Ipc^ic which is chiefly aniafled. 1 he practice of hiding money is common in 
all countries of the 1* aft, where property is not wdl lecuieJ; and where the people, 
thiough dread oi ex itlion^, cannot even venture to ufc the nehes which they have ac¬ 
quired. 

A poafant may obtain his libeity, i. By, manutniffion, which on the death of the 
mafter, is fieqaeutly granted to thole who have fervpd in the capacity of his immediate 
domefUcs; a. Bypurchafej 3. By fcivmg in the army or naa?y; fora peaf^it isfreo 

How often ipuft fuch tyrannic* efcape the cogni/ance of the eouit, and remain unpuniflied' Somc- 
tiOHli, indeed, a nobk is brought to jufticc. Out inlUncc though meni.ioned m a foimci publication, I 
h«g leave to introduce m thi» place: “ In the prifon of M< f ow there is a gentleman ooiihiud, and he alone 
is denied the privilege of ever coming ftom his cell, a pu. lihment which is by ho means adequate to his 
Clime, namely, th« of ordering fcveral of his pc liaiits to be rlupped 11 fo cruel a manner, that they died. 
This ciicumitaiici^ ili Hiuw the powci whicii the lui d$ havn^over then pcafants; and will at the fame time 
prove, that fuch chmet, wh n dilcotcied, do not always jeiMig^unpumihcd/* Account of Piifons, &c. 
'p. I*. 
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frptn the moment of liis enroinxenf. In all thefa cafes the Emprefs has facilitpted the 
means of obtaining freedom, by waving feveral rights of the crown, which, in fomo 
meafure, obftruded this emancipation. Although the fovercign cannot alter ihi* funda¬ 
mental (late of'property, by confeiying on ilic peafajut, asJndn’‘duals, piivilogcs which 
might infringe thole of the iiobless yet Ihe lm'alievlatcd*their rondit'on bv ilTuing fe- 
’yeral laws in thtir lavour. By alVving free peafanta to Icttle ni <hiy p.u- of lier do* 
minions, and enrol tlicmlclvcs among the Uugiicn-, or merchants, atvordhig lo ih dr 
refppttive caj^al. She has given a ft.ibihty to '.heir freedom, and altbrilcd the Hr mgeli 
incitements for the t,s*eitioii-( oi iiulnflry. She -has^ rep'-aled thofe oppreffive laws, 
which forbad, in certain diclii.e, all peafants to marry withoiit tho confiut of the go¬ 
vernor of the province, or ilic vayuuk of the town, who ufually exacled a prefent 
from the parties *. r * 

From this general review of the various inhabitants in RulEa, it mav be perceived, 
that, thimgh proceeding touanls civitization, they are ftill far remo- cd fiom that Hate; 
that a general improvement cannot take place while the greater part continue in abfo- 
lutc v.’ffalagc; nor can any (ii- dual cliaiv’'-' he mtroducc 1 in the national manners, un¬ 
til the people enjoy lull fecurity in their p^rfons and prop uy. 


Chap. XVlL—JcaJcmy of iaknccs,—Origin and inf UutLn.—Tta)ifuiio^U'~'Members, 
--Library. — Mufeum, — F'lfJ'l bones of ekphanti and c/Zv'* cniviais joavd in Siberia,— 
Native copper ami iron.— Golden ornaments from fcxual i-.Uii.hl fpuhhres. — RuJJilln 
coins.—JVaxenfiyysrc of Peter the Great. — Cl IcJiialClob. oj 't''rp.—Academy of Arts ,— 

Society for the promotion of Agriculture.—Corps de cadets. — Co/u,iit dcs dcmoiftlles nobles, 

THE Imperial Academy of Sciences owes its inflitution to Peter the Great, wlw, 
during his trav'ols, obferved the advantage of public focieties for the promotion of lite¬ 
rature By the advice of Wolf and Leibnitz, the fociety was regulated, and feveral 
learned foreigners were invited to become members. Peter himfelf drew the plan, and 
figned it on the loth of February *1724; but was prevcuicd by his hidden death, from 
carrying it into execution. Ills doccal-*, howevM', did not prevent its completion ; for, 
on the 21 ft of December 1725, it was t Ifa'dilhed by C’atberine 1 . and ou the a7lh the 
firlt aflembly took place. On the fir.t of Auguft 172^1, Cailicrine honoured tho meet¬ 
ing with her prefonce, wh< n profel’or Bulfingtr, .intminent German luiuralift, pro¬ 
nounced an oration upon the advances made by means of the luadlionc* and needle for 
the dilcovery of ilie iongiiude f. 

The Emprefs fctticil an annual fund of 5,000!. | for the fupport of ih academy; and 
fifteen members eminent for learning and^talents, were admtued .uul pcnhontd, under 
the title of profeffors in the various branches of literature and lldenco. 'I'he moft dif- 
tinguifhed were Nicholas and Daniel Bernoiiilli, the two dc Ltfles, Bulfinga- and Wolft 


, ♦ Sec ifSci article of tlie W-dnifedo, at the contluflrn of the peace with the Grand Signors *• ftj’cCr- 
tain didti^a of our empire it lui;> been hiihirto ncotflarj' 10 obtain a pein.iflion tb msiiry iioni the govfertld^s 
ot provinces, the veyvodet of towne, and this pi-rmlihon was ufually puichafr'd hy money or cattle. 
' We aboKih thucoftom^ and from this time every perfun fhall be free to many without obtaining firoilap 
permifGona. , * 

f See Nschricht vo» der Kay«: Acad. 3 tc. in Schmidt Bcytraeyc, p. 355 ^Ifa Jour. Pet. for ‘June 

*779»P d^3' " ' ' 

«« Summam a Petto MapO C0Qib'tttUi& vigintbquatuor ifiih'um nongentorum it duodeeSm robenonu 

Noy. Cois.,1-. p. 5. 

During 
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I)u;ring the fliort reipjn of Peter the Second, the ftilark’s of the members Were difcon#.i 
tJnucd, and the academy nogicftcd by the court ,it was again patronized by tfib ' 
Kinprefs Anno, who even adtlcd a femjnary for the education of youth, under the fu? 
perintendance of the profcATors. 'Both iidlitutious JlouVilhed under thv diroilidii of 
kiron Korf; but*, on his death, an ignorant perfon rein” appointed. prefuJent, many 
of the moft able members q^uitted RufTia. At the a/ccffion of Elizabeth new life and 
V'gour w(»re rcflored to the academy : the original plan v as enlarged and improved ; 
f fine of the inofl learned foreigners were again drawn to Peltilburgh, and, what was 
confiilciTd as a good omen* for the literature of Ruflia, two natives, 4 'Oimniofof and 
Runiovl];y, men of genius and^abilitits, wht) had profectirtd their (ludics in foreign 
univcrfitics, were cm oiled among the members. The animal income Was increafed to 
io. 155 gl., andfoon afterwards the ncwinflitution took pi tee. 

'1 he Emprefs Catherine, with her ufual zeal for promoting t!ie <Mffufion of know- 
ledge, took this ufefiil Society under her more immediate proiettion; flic altered the 
couit of direftors greatly^o the advantage of the whole body ; convded many abufes 
and infufed a new ipiiitinto their refearches. By her particular recomftu'ndation, the 
tnoft ingenious prcjftflbrs vifited the various prcninces of her dominions; and as the 
fund of tiic Academy was not fufficient to iujiply the whole ex[H*nce, tire Emprefs bel- 
towed a largefs • of 4,000!., which has been occafijmally renewed. 

The purport of theU: travels will appear from the inllriiflions given by the academy. 
Thcpcrlous eniiagedin thefe expeditions were ordered to purlue their inquiries on the 
difiereiit forts of eat thsamhwaters; on the beft methods of cultivating the barren and 
defart fpotson the local ciiforders incident to men and animals, and the moft ellica' 
cious means of relieving them; on breeding cattle, and particularly fheep; on the 
reating of bees and filk-worms; on the different places and objects for hthing and 
lu’iiting; mn miitcrals; on the arts and trades : and on the indigenous plants to form a 
l^lora Rvjfica. They were particularly inflrufted to redify the longiiudi; and latitude 
of the pi incipal towns; to make aftrononiical, geographical, and meteorological ob- 
fervations; to trace the courfe of the rivers; to take the moft cxafl charts; to deferibe 
■with accuracy the manners, cuftoms, dreffes, languages, antiquities, traditions, hiftory, 
relij^ion f in a word, to^^gain every information which might tend to illuftratc the real 
ftatcof the Empire. 

In conrequence of thefe expeditions, perhaps no country can boaft, within the fpace 
of a few years, furh a number of excellent publications on its internal ftato, natural 
produ^lions, topogiaphy, geography, and hiftory; on the manners, cuftoms and Ian* 
guages of the diffetent people, as have iffued Irom the prefsof the Academy. 

The moft remarkable of thefe diltinguiflicd travellers are Pallas, Gmelin, Gulden- 
ftaedt t» Gcorgi, and Lepekin. 

The ftrft wanfaflions of this foeiety were ]Jubliihed in 1728 , and intitled, Commen- 
tarii ^cademice ScUntiarum hnpctialh PciropolHano!, ad An. lysoj with a dedication to 
Peter II. Thfe publication was continued under this form until the year 1747, when 
the tfjnfaftionswerb called Novi | Commeniarit Academia, &iC. In 1677 the Academy again 
changed the title into Affa Academia Scicntianim Imperials Petropolitana, and altered the 

<1 

* B*ch Ruff. JSibl. vol. i p 50. , 

4 Tb«* reader will find an account of Pallas, Gmelin, SnA ^^U®Rniljsedt in the next chapter. 

i “ Hnnc aiiteili et/feqilenies torops NovyratH Commeut^wUlia nomine ideo venire, qtiia eVeadeSlia nunc 
novis iecibus infttufta eft ; et clnffes hie ah'ter. ac in pra;cedcntibus tomfs fieri folebat, difpafitaeinveniiin'^ 

ttir,** Rov. Com Vol, i. p. 4,- in thia lame volume the fiatutes for the Rejuilatiod pf the Haciety, 

ufloier its uew iuhitutions, are luferted, p. 

arrtmof^h 
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“ W-rangemco^of Ae work. The papers, which had bc^K hitherto puhliihed io the Latin 
longue, are now written either In that language or French; and a preface is added, 
ftj^led Parity Hijioriqw^ which contains an accofurit^^of the proceedings, meetings, a-'- 
iniflion of new members, and o?her occurrences Of the'Comn\timaries,' fourteen 
Volumes were publiHiCd; the firfi of the New Commentaries made its appearance in 
1750, and the twentieth in 1776.* Under the title of Afia^Actidcmi<g,t fever^tl volumes 
have been given to the publip: and two, are to be printed every year. Thole tranfic- 
tions aboutid with ingenious and elaborate difc^uifitions on various parts of Icionce and 
natural hiflory, which refleft great honour uppn their authors j and it may not be an 
exaggeration to affert, that no fociety in Europe has more diilingmflied iifelf for the 
excellence of its publications, particularly in the abftrufe parts of tlie pure and ntlxcd 
mathematics. 

The academy is flill compofed, ^s at firft, of fifteen profelTors, the profident and 
direilor. Each profolfor has a houfe and an annual ftipend from 2 .ol. to 600I. Bc- 
fide the profeifors, there are four adjundls, who are alfo penfioned; they are at pre- 
fent at the fittings of the fociety, anchfucceed to the firft vacancies. 

This gtmtr,il account of the eftablifliment, progrefs, and prefent ftate of the Aca¬ 
demy, will be naturally fuccceded by a defeription of the library, the cabinet of natu- 
i*al hiftory, and the other curiofititis, which 1 vifited feveral times during my ftay at 
Peterfburgh. ^ ‘ 

The librarj owed its origin to 2,500 volumes which I*elcr the Great Cfiavd at Mittau, 
in his Swedim campaign *, it was afterwards increafed by the l^ouniy of that emperor, 
and of his fuccclTors, and lately enriched by ahe curious coliefUon of PrinCe Radzivil at 
Ntvitz, taken by the Ruffians in 1772, during tlie troubles of Poland. M. Bachmeifter 
informed me, that finee this Jail acquifition, the number of books amounted to thirty- 
fix thoufaud. ‘ 'I’he moft ancient IVlSS. arc the Lives of the Saints, written in 1258, 
and a Chronicle of Neftor, the earlicft hiftorian of this empire. 'J'his chronicle, to¬ 
gether with thofe of Novogorod, Plefrof, pf the Ukraine, Cafin, atul'Aftracan, tha 
genealogical rabies of the early gycatdukes, from Vladimir the Great to the Izar Ivan 
Vaflilievitch, compiled inihe.izth, i3tb, 14th, and following centuries, convinced.mc, 
that Ruffi.i is extremely rich, as well in dorumchts rd-iting to its more remote ann.iK 
as to thole of latei times f. They are all written in the Sclavoni.'n tongue. Aipolig the 
MSS. relating to the hilloiy of l^uffia, muft not.be omitted fixtccft volumes in folio, 
comsiniiig an acoutit of jbe negotiations of Pc,or's minifters, f.'oqj 17 u to 1716 j 
alfo thirty volumes the official correfpondence of prince Mentc|l'kof, from 17^3 to 
17175 thefe colleflions would ferve as good nnneriajis towards compiling an authentic 
hiftory of Peter the Great, a work mu^h wanted. 

Ope Ms. .dthough of very modern date, is yet Jiighly valiidd, on account oP 
the auguft perfou by whom it was written, and i.s prefervrd in an oslegant box of bronze, 
gijta It contains the inftru^Iions of the Emprefs to the conimiifec delegated ao foiiu a 
new code of laws; inltrutUons drawn up by hcrfelf, and written with ii'^r^own hand. 
This MSI is always |j|aced upon the table, Vfhenever the mtmbeb of the Acadeuf/hold 
a Iblcmn meeting. ‘ / • * 

Among feveral books, the librarian fhowed me a volume, containing the Afls of 
the Apoftles,,and 4 he Epiftles^ which is edrious, as being the firft book primed in 
Rufli|.|5 it l^at? tli^ dateiof 1564, anh iffued from the prefs eftal^liflied at hiofeow. 

AAaPct.lpr 1771, S. I. ’ , • , fSe^C^iap. s. ' 

% Mr MiciittU informa u«, that'this hook was ten years in the prefs, and that the names of the firil 
pp5ttpri<wcr« Ivan Hoderfon and Ftter Timofioffson. iSee " The Origin of Printing, 1776," p. ahS. 

7 , The 
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I’he paper is certainly of our ifhanufaSure, as it bears the En^lifli (lamp} and we f»n 4 
in HackUiyt, that paper was among the firfl imports which Ruflia received from 
England. 

This library contains, pq;rhaps, more Chinefe books than any other collcQion in 
Europe* They* are claffed in port-folios, and confift of two ihoufand eight hundred 
feparate pieces. An exad catalogue has been lately made by Lcontief, who paffed 
fcveral years at Pekin, where a Ruffian church is ellabliffiod, and ftudents are permitted 
to refide for the purpofc of learning the language *. Hitherto we have been indebted 
almoft to the French alone for accounts of the Chinefe empirfi f. The amicable in* 
tercourfc, however, which has for foine time fubfifted between the courts ot Peterf- 
burgh and Pekin, has facilitated the acquifition of Chinefe books j anvl the cftablilh- 
ment of a feminary at Pekin has led the Ruflians tc obtain a more accurate kn'^wh'dgo 
of that counti-y. Hence many interefting publications have appealed atP^tiill *rnh, 
relative to the laws, hiftory, and geography of China, CKtractod and traflated from the 
originals publilhed at Pekin. , , 

'rhe various branches of natural biflor)^ are diftributed in ditlcrent apartments. 
This mufeam, which is extremely*.iich in initive nroduOio.is, has been conlidcraul)' 
augmented by numerous fpccimons, colK>£leti by r.il'a', Cmclin, Guldcnilaedi, and 
other learned profefTors, during their late cxpodilions through ilie Ruffian empire. 

The fluffed animals and birds occupy one apartment. Am' ng the former I par¬ 
ticularly obferved the E/^uus UcmiomiSt a fpecies of wild horfe, which boars the appear¬ 
ance of a mule ; it refemblcs an afs in the mane, ears, feet, and tail, and priiicipally 
in the black flreak down the back; in other parts it is like a horfe. It is the fame 
which was called by Ariflotle the IJemioms, found in his days in Syria, and W'hich he 
celebrates for its amazing fwiftnefs and focundityj it is denominated by the Mongols 
djhiggeta, which fignifics cared ; is alio known among naturaliflsby thc-naino of mulus 
Dauricus, becaufe it is found in Dauria, about the rivers Amoor, Onon, and Orgoon. 
Thcfe animals, liowever, are there obferved only in fmall numbers, detached from the 
numerous herds which inhabit the deferts of Titrtaiy, to the fouth of the Ruffian do- 
mipions. Their fwiftnefs is proverbial, and is faid to exceed even that of the antelope: 
they afe deferibed by the I'anars as very fierce, and fo untradablo as not to be tamed, 
Pallas Ijas favounsl ihc world with an accurate defeription and engraving of this fingii- 
lar animal, in the New Commentaries of the Academy, to which I refer the roadvi*, as 
well as to Pennjini’s account, in his Hiflory of Quadrupeds. The other animals pe- 
cujiar to Ruffiaand the adjacent countries, which attraded my notice, arc the wiltl 
ram, cailed ArgoH by the Mopgols, by Linnaeus Capm Ammon, which ihhabits tlic 
nmuntaiuous dclcits fotiih of the lake Baikal; the Eos Grunmen^ <ff Linnmus, or 
grunting ox of ’^ennant, wljich inhabits T/rtary and Thibet, arif’is mentioned here 
tor the imcomnum bqau'y of the tail, full and flowing, of a glbffy and filky texture. 
Thefe rails form a con<id*ral Ic artitlc of exportation from 'rhituH,' The Indians fallen 
fmall bundles of the hair for fly-flaps; the Chinefe dye tjjfrs with a beautiful fcarlet, for 
the a&coration of thetl* caps, and the Turks employ it tds oniafncnts | to their flandards. 
f obferved alfo the.ibex, pr bouquetin §, of Liberia, fhe white bear, the ermine, the 
mufk-rat, the flying fquirrel i among the amphibiouj^nimals, the fea-horfe, whofe tufk 

• See Ruffian Dif^mu’s. 

f Ihe acc-ouat ok Lot d Macartney’s embaffy, bjr^’e’Jate Sir Gcotige Staniitori, !ii$ added to oai* 
J^noa^df^ of that empire. ( ' 

J Tin Emopeans erroncoufly foppofe thltfe oraamenw to he made from horfe tails. 

, ^ S«e acvonnt of the bouquetio, iu Tiarcls in Smtzedand, Letter 41. 
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Is. i|{ed ipftead of ivory, and the fea-otiqr, which is caught on the coaft of Kamtchatlw, 
khd 'of the Aleutian and Fox Illands/ This anhnal is greatly prized for its rich aid 
valuable fur, and theflrin is difpofed of to the Chinefe at a high price *. 

The cblledion of birds, inl'eds, Ihells, dried plg«ts, all ranged in exad or 4 er* 
and after the fyftem of Linnaeus, next attrads the obfcrvatioli of the natnralift. 

In the cabinet of natural hiftbry, I was furprifed at the number and variety of foffil 
bones, teeth, and horns, of the elepliant, rhinoceros, and bulfalo, difeoyered*in dif¬ 
ferent parts of this empire, but more particularly in the foutiiern regions of Siberia, 
where thefe'animals Whj're never known to cxift. According to the opinion of Peter, 
who,* though u great monarch, was certainly no great natumlift, the teeth found near 
Voronetz were the remains of elephants belonging to the army of Alexander the 
Great, who, according to fome hiftorians, crolied the Don, and advanced as far as 
Koftinka. 'i'he celebrated Bayer .conjedures f, that the bones and teeth found in 
Siberia belonged to the elephants common in that country, during the wars of the 
Mongol monarchs with the Perfians and Indians j and this plaufiblc fuppofition is in 
fome meafure corroborated by the difeovery of fho entire fkeleton of an elephant in 
one of the Siberian tombs. But this opinion, as Pallas juftly obferves, is_ fufficiently 
refuted by the confideration, that the elephants employed in all the armies of India 
could never have afforded the vaft quantities of teeth which have been already dif 
covered 

The fame ingenious naturalift has given ample defeription of thefe foflll bones, and 
endeavoured to account for their origin§. On examiniiig thofe in the mufeum, he 
was led to conclude, that as thefe bones are equally difpe.lecl in all the northern re¬ 
gions of Europe, the climate probably was in the earlier ages fufficiently warm to be 
the native countries of the elephant, rhinoceros, and other quadrupeds, now found 
only in the fouth. But w’hen he vifited, during his travels, the fpots w'here the fofliL 
bodies were found, and could form a judgment from his own obfervations, and not 
from the accounts of others, be candidly renounced his former hypothefis, and, in 
conformity with the opinions of many modern philofophers, alTerted that they muft 
have been brought by the waters, tflid that nothing but a fudden and general inunda¬ 
tion, fuch as the deluge, could ha\'e tranfoorted them from their native counlries to th'e 
regions of the north. In proof of this alfertion he* adds, the boites are generally found 
feparate, as if fcattcred by the waves, covered with a ftratura of mud, evidently form¬ 
ed by the .w'atefo, and commonly intermixed with the rem 5 |,ins of marine plantsji, 
inflances of which he himfelf obferved during his progrefs through Siberia, and which 
fufficiently prove that thefe regions of Alia were once overwhelmed with the lea. 

The moft curious of thefe fpecimens is the head- and foot of a rhinoceros, vvhich 
were dug up entire in a bank of the Vilui, a fmall river falling into the Lena, in lati- 


* Sec Ruffian Difcoverjts. Le Bvuyn’s Travels, vol. i. p. 63. 

+ Nov. Ctfm. Xm. p, 440. L 

^ Nov, Com. dc Gffibus Sibirix foffillbus. ■ Hevfaj-s, that in no country nu)i-e foffil bones Iwve 
difeovered than in Siberia ; and that elephants’ teeth have been dug up in luch plenty, as to make a ten- 

liderabic article of trade. . . .. . , , . , » r 

II Pallas, in a recent publication,, has defciibcu icveral foffil bones lately _dug op*in the goyernroent of 
Cal'an, fome whereof were fent to Petcrfturgh in 1779, and dcpofited iu the mufeum of the Academy. 
Th® nioft remarkable o^tliele bones which ho enoroerates, are the following ; An elephant s , t? 
fpans 3! inches long, and ly^inthes in circumference ; ditto, 5 feet 3 inches m ? ana the l^me m 
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ornanjcnts confift of bncckts, fome of which weigh a pound j collars id, the 
ferp^ts; vafes, crowns, bucklers, rings, figures of aninials ficbTjr carved in gold and 
filver} fabres with golden hilts, omatnented with precious ftones| Tartar idols, and 
oiher antiquities. Some of thclb antiquities Were (dipper knives, fpears, and fwqrds,'bii,t 
the greater part of maffive gold^ and of elegant workmanfliip. But how are we to ac¬ 
count for the exiftence of a civilized nation, capable of theft* works of art, on the banks 
of the frlifli, the Tobol, and the Yeuilei ? Thisqueftion isfatisfadofily iolvedby Mul¬ 
ler, who made refcarches, and publiflied an excellent treatife on the fubjed *. 

After deferibing the different fpccies of tombs in the foutlitrn parts of Siberia, he 
adds: “ That as in feveral the bones of men, women, and horl'es, have been found, 
with javelins, bows, arrows, and other weaponf!, it is evident that the fame ancient fu- 
perftition, which ftill reigns in India, W'as formerly prevalent in Sibe ria j namely, that 
departed fouls follow the fame occupations in a future ftate, which they purfued in this 
world f. For this purpofe, at the demife of a diftinguilhed perfon, his favourite wife, 
fervants, and horfes, were facrinced a,^ his tomb, and buried with hiin;^ and for the fame 
reafon his arms, drefs, and accoutrements, were alfo interred : hehcc the Indian wives, 
to this day, throw tfiemfelves on the funeral pile of their hulbands.” Muller corrobo¬ 
rates this opinion by obferving, that according to the archives of Yakutlk, he found this 
cuftom fubfifted among the inhabitants when the<Ruflians conquered Siberia. He next 
endeavours to afeertain the people to whom thefe burial places belonged; and he is 
equally judicious in the folution of this difficult enquiry. The richeft of thefe burial 
places, he fays, were made in the time of Zinghis Kli,an and his immediate fucceflbrs. 
The moft valuable tombs being found near the banks of the Volga, the Tobol, and the 
Irtifb ; the next in value in the deferts of the Yenifti; and the pooreft in the countries 
bordering on the lake Baikal y he fuppofes them all to have been the work of the Mongol 
'herds at different periods. 

Zinghis, or Tchinghis Khan laid the foundation of this vaff power in the beginning 
of the 13th century The roving hordes of Mongols, who were firfl: reduced under 
his dominion, inhabited the countries aibout the rivers Selenga, Tola, Orkon, and Anon, 
ftivtching from the Amoor to the Mongol Defert,* which leads to the wall of China. 
I'heft; hordes were at that time a poor tribe; and hence the tombs which are found in 
{hbfe parts are fcantily provided with rich accoutrements, and ornaments of value. 

Zinghis having fubjefted the Mongols, turned his arms to different quarters. With 
the aid of thefe warlike tribes, he and his fucceffors conquered great part of China, In- 
deju'ndent Tartary, Perfia, and India, and held for fome years almoll: all Ruffia under 
their /yoke. The plunder of fuch extenfive countries centered for the moft part in the 
capital of the chief Khan, acknowledged by all the feudal princes as the head of that 
vaff empire, which, on the death of Zinghis, was divided into' many independent prin- 


four fheets of gold weighted forty pounds. The robes of both looked fair and complete, but upon touching, 
crumbled into dull.” . ^ ^ i 

Demidof’s Aceoqpt of certain Tartarian Antiquities, in the Archvologl^ vol. ii. p aaj, 234- 
* See Mr. Mulleins c*celIent.Treatife Von den Altern Grarisern in Siberia in Haygola, VoL ii. p. 155; 
alfo in the Journal of St. Pet. for 1779. 
t Dr as the poet has elegantly otpreffed it s 

. < . -r-rr-—— gratia eurrim 

jirtBtrtttnjiie/mt vivit, guof cura nimtft . 

Pqfeen eqMti tadm ftquUur Mure repoflit, \£neid, lib; vii djj, 

cipalities. 
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' dj^ides. • This capital was, about the middle of the thirteenth centuff, lituate^ be* 
tween the Yaik and Irtilh *; and accordingly the richeft fepulchres are difcoyered in 
the parts lying between thofe two livers. 

^ Ibwards the beginning of the fifteenth century, the power of the Mongols was anni¬ 
hilated in thefe parts, and there feenis no other period, but the tliirteenth’and fourteerfth 
centuries, in whidh they could have collefted fuch an immenfe booty gs the ornaments 
found in thefe tombs feem to indicated » 

A long gallery contains the various drelll's of the inhabitants in the Ruffian empire, 
and of many eaftern nations; among which the Ciiinofe are the moft confiderable. One 
apartment is fillitd with the drefles, arms, and implements brought from the new-dif- 
covered iflands between Afia and America, and from the pans of the continent vifitcJ 
by the Ruffian vehols. Some of thefe fpecimens arc the fame which arc mentioned in 
the Journals of the Ruffian Voyages, namely, caps beautifully adorned with long flream- 
ersof hair like ancient helmets; clothes made with the ikins of fea-otters, of rein-deer, 
and of birds painted red, and ornamented with fringes of leather, hair, or finewa ; alfo 
wooden mafks, I'eprcfeiiting the heads of large llfli and fea-animals, which the inhabi¬ 
tants occafionally w'ear at feftivals f. 

In this galleryare various idols, which Pallas procured from the Calmuc or Mongol 
hordes roving in Siberia, many of whpm are ftill plunged in a Hate of the groffeft idola- • 
try, and follow the religion of the Dalai Lama. Some of thefe deities are dclineatpd 
on cativas; others arc of clay, painted or gilt; a few arc of bronze, chiefly procured 
from Thibet. They are moftly grotefque figures, with many hands and arms, fitting 
crofs-Iegged, and fimilar to thofe worfhipped by matty fedis in the Eafl:: they are hol¬ 
low, and generally filled with relics and fentences of prayers. Engravings of the moll 
remarkable idols are given in Pallas’s Travels |. 

The collcdion of Ruffian coins throws a confiderable light on the early hiftory of this 
country. The moft ancient fubftitutes for money w'cre finall pieces of leather, or of 
martens’ ikin; but in their dealings with foreigners, the Ruffians, like tlie Chinefe, 
exchanged their merchandize for gold and filver in bullion. The firft mra of coining 
in Ruilia is unknown; but the drt was probably derived from the Tartars, 
coins § arc ranged in nine clafles. 

1. The firft contains thofe without inferiptions: thefe, which arc undoubtedly the 
moft ancient, exhibit in one or two inftances a human figure on horfeback, wielding a 
fwwd; but are for the moft par: ftamped with the rude reprefentations of certain 
animals, which [j denote their 'rartarian origin. .The cycle or period of computation 
employed by the Tartars, was funilar to that ftill ufed by the Chinefe and Mongols, and 
conttuiicd twelve years, each fucceffively marked by a different animal: i. a moufc j 

* Rubniqnis, in liis journey to the Khan Magnu, fucceflbr of Zinghiti Khan, def ;ribes the la(l river he 
tiffed to be the Yaik, and as he never mentions the IrtiUi, it is probable that the feat of the court was 
between thefe two rivers. 

. Thefe oriiamcnts are executed with fuch taStc and elegance, as to render it probable that they were exe-^ 
coted by Europeans, drawn by the liberality of Zinghi? Khan and his fucceffors; and Rubruquis rattf at 
the.coui t of Magmv, William Boucher, a Frencli goldfmith. 

f .See RufiGan Djfeoveries, alfo Cook’s and Vancouver’s Voyages. 

I See Lord Macartney’s Embafly; Turner’s Embafly. 

V ^ Le Clerc has latclf favoured the public with a curious account of the Numifmatic Hillory of Ruffia, 
which he has rendered extremely valuable by engravings of one hundred and feventy-feven of the moft ancienj 
coins. See Hift. de la Ruff. Ane. vol. H. p. 527 10549. " 

y Sberebatof in journ. St. Pet. for 1781, part ii. p. i f* 

2. an 
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2. tin ox; 3< i Uger^ * 4. a hare} 5. a crocodile •or dragon} 6 . a ferpent; 7. a } 
8. a kmb; 9. an ape; 10. a hen; 11. a dog; li. z hog. t>f tbefe all bur the croco* 
drie, the ape, and thye hare, appear ont the coins} and perhaps the Tairtars who over-ran 
Rugia, ufed.inn:ead of them, the fwan, harpy, add lyren. >Tbe coins Imprefited wit|t 
the figures abdve-raentione'd, were probably ftruck in the cOrrefponding yearstof the 
cycle. The annual tribute paid by the Ruffians to the Tartars was marked by the ani¬ 
mals which denote the particular year‘of the cycle j atid, as in fome coins two of thefe 
animals are reprefented at the fame time, probably the tribute of two years was delivered 
tit once. fl. Coins with a Tartar infeription exhibit images of men on foot, or on 
horfeback, holding in their hands a fabre, a lance, and a falcon'} alfo of griffins, goats, 
fowls, and fwans. 3. Goins with Tartar and Ruffian idfcriptions. 4. Coins with only 
Ruffian characters without date. We may remark on the tliree lall claffcs, that the 
ebaradters inferibed on the coins were Ibmetiines 'J’artar, fometimes Ruffian, .md fome- 
times both} as the fovereigns were more or Isfs fubje^l to the Tartar yoke. 5. Coins 
of Ihe Great Dukes, beginning from Vaffili Demiiriovitch, and ending with thofe of 
of Vaffili Ivanovitch. The year in which the Great Duke firft Aruclc money at Mol- 
dow is hot afeertained } but from -the Ruffian infeription on the moft ancient pieces ol 
this clafs, Vnais Veliki Vfljilt, the Great Duke Vaffili, probably about the jear 1424. 
when Vaffili Dcmitricvirch obtained a complete vjclory over.Kundal, Khan of the Tar 
tars. The year before the death of Ivan Vaffilievitch 1 . a coin was ftruck by Ariftcnlc 
of Bologna, who, with other foreign artifts, wms drawn by that Prince to Mofeow. 
6 . Coins of the princes of the blood who held independent principalities, thofe* of Ga- 
litz, Svenigorod, Mofliaifli, Bielofcro, Sofdal, Refan, 'i ver, &.c. 7. 'fhofe of the prin¬ 

cipal towns, which had the right of coining} Novogoroel, Plefcof, IVfofcow, Tver, &:c. 
I’he moft ancient are thofe ofNovogorod, where the Tartar inonej had no currency } 
rts the commercial intcrcourfc with foreign mations has introduced the Lithuanian and 
Swedifh fpecie. ' 

8. Coins from the Tzar Ivan Vaflilievitch II. to the majority of Peter the Great. The 
firft gold piece was made in the reign of Ivan, when the impreffion was greatly im- 
pKVi’cd. On fome of thefe pieces I obferveif on one fide the fpread-eagle and an uni- 
c6m, and on the reverfe, the fprea’d-eagle, with a St. George and the dragon on its 
breaft. The firft introdu£lion of the fpread-eagle is fuppofed to be owing to the mar¬ 
riage bf Ivan Vaffilievitch I. with the Greek Princefs Sophia, in whofer right he is faid 
to have founded pretenfions to the Greek empire, and to have home that- i^evice upon 
his xrms. But we have no proof of the fad, either from the corns' of this monarch, or 
from the accounts of Herberftein and Poffevinus; and Ivan Vjiffilievitch II. was un¬ 
doubtedly the firft Prince under whom the device of the I)>read«eaglc was ftantped on 
the coin} but hiftory is fiient on what occafiqnit was aflumed. ' The firft rouble, which 
before was only ufed like our pound fteriing in computing, was coined by Alex<^y Mi- 
chaelovitoh. In this dais are three coins retp^kablo in the hiftoiy of the empire: the 
firft is di> Ruffian ducat, having the heads of'thfe jWo Tnars Ivan and Peter Aiexievitch 
on'-one fide, and on the other thaf of their filler Sopfai^ with the>crown,, feeptre, and 
royal robes. The others are two coisis of Ivan and Petcrj, which haiffle the conjedures 
of hiftorians i they bear no date? and as thefe 'Printea wem joint‘fovereigns, no anti¬ 
quary has accounted for,*their feparate repfieftsitarion, .wlien the money during tbdr 
rdgn was, excepting in this ioftance, uniformly jinprefied witii both thdr hcadsi 9.1'he 
laR d^s comprifjs fill the ffion^ifliied by Peter and his faccefibrst} upon Comping 
thefe with the precedihg ooihs, it evident to the commorieft obferver, how much the 
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ol6 \W(s correSerf by Peter tbeOrcat on his return from Ws travels; and, that fince his 
dme it has gAdually degenenited *. 

^ The cabinet is rich in liatl;srn coins; containing, among others, thofe Of th^ CaJipbs 
^f Arabia and Samaroand; of thc^hans of Bulgaria^ Crim Tartary, and Afof, and of 
the* Mongol tribe called by the Ruffians the Golden Hordd*. Among the Indian jdeces 
are the twelve roupees, rcprefendngjthe twelve figns. of the Zodiac, « Queen Nourma- 
haH, whofe hiftory, rdlated Hi the travels of Tavernier f, has more the air of an Eaftern 
tale than of a true naifative J, 

In an adjdning apartment^ was ftruck with a waxen figure of Peter the Gilbat, as 
large as life, fitting in an armed chair. The fcatuies bear an exaft refemblance to the 
original, being taken from a mould applied to his face when dead, and coloured in 
imitation of his cumpkxion. Ihe ty&-brows and hair are black, the eyes dark, the 
complexion fwarthy, the afpeft ferocious, and the iiead inclined to one fide, according 
to his iifual habit. He was very tall; and on meafuring the figure, as well as the pof- 
ture would permit, the height exceeded fix feet. It is clothed in the only full drefs 
which that Emperor ever wore, the fame which* he had on, when he placed the crown 
upon the head of his beloved Catbeiine. Ihis drefs is of blue filk richly embroidered 
with filver; the (lockings of flefh coloured filk, with filver clocks. But I fhould have 
reedved more fatisfafUon in coutemplating this great monarch’s image, diefled in the 
plain green uniform, and brafs.hilted fword and hat, which are preferved in the fame 
room, and were worn by him at the battle of Pultava j the hat is pierced near the 
crovm by a muiket ball. This apartment contdns aUo the trowfirs, worfted ftockings, 
Ihoes, and cap, which he wore kt Sardam, when he worked as a ffiipwright in the cha- 
rader of Mailer Peter. 

The Academy of Sciences have paid the greatefl; rcfpecl to the memory of thdr il- 
luftrious founder, by prelerving in their mufeum the horfe which he rode at the battle 
of Pukava, two favourite dogs, his turning-iathe and tools, fevoral fpecimens of lus 
workmanfiiip; an iron bar, with the following inlcription; 1724, Thurfday, Feb. 21» 
His Majelly Peter I. being at Olonetz, forged this bar with his own hand.” I muft 
not omit three goblets of filvet^ fU’efented to the fame monarch on launching threiUkiiVi 
of the line, conilruQed under his immediate diredion. One of thefe goblets, con¬ 
taining fixty-hvc medals t)f the French Kings, ws the gift ot the Emprefs Catherine, 
who equally availed hcifelf of her hulband's virtues and foibles to win his afledions. 
Another article which eni^aged my attention, was the model of a vpfllel ^ one hundred 
and twenty guns, given by William III. to Potcr during his refideAce in England. 
The Emperor, who had received many marks of the King's friendlhijj, prefented him 
with a diamond of great value, wrapped in k piece of common brown paper} gft em¬ 
blem of himlt If and his nation, whofe virtues and abilities were yet undqr a coarfe< 
cover. ' ' 

This account of the Academy of Sciences fhould not be clofed without mentioning 
the Celeftial Sphere, or Globe of Goiturp^ placed in a detached building, jo preferve 
it from fere. It is* a large Hollow i|ihere, eleven feet in diameter, contauiing a 
table, and feats for twelve perfohSk * The infide reprefents the vifible furfece of the 
tid^ens: ’the liars are dilUnguifhed, according to their refpcflive magnitudes, by gilded 
luuls. Inis fdt to*the meridun of Peterfburgh} and, being turned by a curious apiece 


•• See Ef&i for la Bib. Verfoch oeber die altea Rnfliohen 'kuroi St. P*t. 173*. 

1 t Tttvttaiet’# Traill iPadll. p. lo* 4 ' Bsichmelfte'', Effiw fofyijfi B&l. p. *54. , 

. ’ ’cl 



COXli’s TRAVE1.S RUSSIA. 

in' mechani'fnVj cxliibits the true pofition of the heavens.: 'liie outfide reprcfents the 
lerrettrial globe. This machine is called the Globe of Goitorp, from tite origi uti of 
that name, which, at the expeuceof.l-'rcdei-ic III, Duke o/ Molllein, was ereaed at Gor- 
torp by Andrew Biifli, ‘under the uiredion of xlihh'n Olcarius*. it was plantux! after 
a clcfign found*among the'papers of the celebrated'Jycho Brahe, and preDmod by 
Frederic IV. King of Denmark to Peter tlie Grei^t, who faw it in 171", ami t-xprcifetl 
much fsftisladion at its cmious llnicf ure and imchanirm. ’j'hc carriage V-f fo cumbrous 
■A machine from Gotforp to Peterfburgh was attended with gri?ai cxj.eDcc and labmir. 
It wa.$ conveyed over the fnow' upon rollers and fledges to Kiga', and from llieacc was 
fent by Tea to the ncu. metropolisf. This fpherc was afterwards ercch'd in the building 
of the Academy of Sciences, and burivt in 1747. From the iron jdatrs or ifelciot:. 
the prefent globe v,as conflruded, with cnnfiderable additions, amijdrctd, in !7^!, 
in its prefent pofition. It is of the fame fizcas the original; and is tiir picf-. iaid.-, ir v 
cauie all the modern difeoveries in geography and aflronomy htive been added. Tiie 
meridian and hoVizon were forincii by Scott, an Englilh mechanic j. 

The Academy of Arts was eftabliihed by Elizabeth, at the fuggeftion of Coutu 
Schuvalof, and annexed to the Academy of Sciences: the f und was 4,000’. per annum, 
and the foundation for forty fchoiars. Catherine formed it into a fepartate inflitutior;, 
enlarged the annual revenue to 12,000!., and augmented the number of fchoiars to 300 : 
(he alfo conftrucled, for the ufe and accommodation of the members, a large circiilai 
■building, which fronts the Neva. ' 11 h> fchoiars are admitted at the age of fix^ continue. 
until they have attained tHat of eighteen ; and are infiruaed in reading, writing, arith- 
metic, the French, and German languages, and drawidlg. At the age of fouriecn they 
are at liberty tochufe any of the following arts, divided into four clafTes. 1. P.iiriting 
in all its branches of hillory, portraits, battles, and landfcapes; architeaure; Molaic ; 
enamelling; &c. 2. Engraving on copper-plates, feal-cutting, &c. 3. Carving m 
wood, ivory, and amber. 4. Watch-making, turning, inftiument-making, c-a!iing 

• Bufcliitig ErJbefcliiiebung, arlicIe'Gottorp. Acid Pet. for 1777, Part II. p. 7. 

I + Motiaye’s Travels. ■ 

j'T'raveilers are too apt, ill dtfcribinjj foreign coirntries, to overlook their own, lo icprcn. .; r.i.-o. 
objefls as extraortliriary and peculiar, whicli iiuiy foiiietinies be lotmd iii gieater petic.:, o i .11 luui.e. 'i u 
avoid the imputation of ibis partial pnicecding, t (hall bcic add, that thin allrmioiiut al uuiLbiiu; h C.ii iiiie - 
rior in lUe to one ereaed at Pembroke college, in the univeility of Cambridge, by the hue Dr I.oiig, 
litaller of. that I'ociciy, which is thus deferibrd l:y tlu- de.aor tiimlelf: 

“ I have, in a pom lately built in Pembroke- 1 'ail, ereaed .t fphere of eigbteeir fti t di.in.etcr. wbi-rein 
above thirty perfoiJS may fit conveniently ; tbeeiurancc into it is over the loath pole, be (is (itps 1 the 
frame of the fphere confifti; of a number of iron mericlians, not complete fcmieirles, the nouliem etuis o! 
which are ferewed to a large lotmd plate of biafs, witb an hole in the centre of it; tlinmgh ifis hole iVoi;: 
abeam in the ceiling, comes the north pole, a rouad iron rod, about three ineiics long, a;ul fujiiioits ibe 
tipper parts of the fphere to its proper eh vation for the latitude of Catnbtidge; llic lower part of the 
fpherc, (6 niueh ot it as is inviubltin England, i'-, cm oft"; and the lower or fouthevn ends of the mciidiaus, 
or truncated i'emieirclt!!, terminate on, and are ferewtd down to, a llroiig circle bf oak, of about thirlce:. 
feet diameter, which, when th.. fphere is put into motion, run.s upon laigc rollers of lignum vitas, in the* 
tnanner that the tops of fomt wind-mills are made to turn round. Upon the iron meridians is. fixed a zo¬ 
diac of tin painted blue, wliereon the ecliptic and heliocentric orbits of the planets are drawn, and the con- 
fteUation.s anil ftats traced ; the great and little Beat and Draco arc already painted in their places round 
the north pole ; the,relt of the conlleiiaticn# are propofed to follow; the whole is rtiriitd round iHth a 
fmaU winch, vith as little labour as it takes to wind up a jack, though the weight of the iron, tin, and 
wooden circle, is about a thoufand'pounds. -When it is made ufe of, a planetarium will be placed in the 
middle thereof. The whole, with the floor, is well fiipported byn fr.inic of large timber ” 

Since the above wfis w ritten, the fphere has been completely finiflied; and all the conftellations andilars 
<of''llUe northern hemifphcie, vifible at Carobnidge, are painted hi their ptoper places upon plates of iron 
jolaeiiogethec^liich torm one concave lurtace, 

* ^ 6 • flatues 



coke’s TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. ’ .833 

Ha'tucs in bronze and other metals, imitating gems and medals in compolltioiis, gilding, 
and varnifliinff. 

Prizes are annually dinributed to thofe who excel in any pariiculnr art; and from 
thofe who have obtained four prize?, twelve are feketed, who are font abroad at ^le 
charge of the emprefs. A certain fiim isfent to defray thdr travelling expences; and 
when they are fettled in any town, th^y receive an annual falary of 6d. which is conti¬ 
nued during four years. There is a Imall affortment of paintings for the ufe* of the 
Ichdars; and thofe who have made great progre/s are permitted to copy the piftures 
in the imperial colltflion. There arc alfo models in plaiiier of the bell antique ilatues 
in Italy, all executed at Rome, of tlie fame fize with the originals, which the artifts of 
tlie Academy w ere employed to call in bronze. We obferved feveral finiflicd pieces of 
drawing, painting, andfciilptore, which had much merit, and feemed to predid the fu¬ 
ture improvement of the arts in Rulh'a. 

I’liough this iuftiturion is admirably calculated for promoting the liberal arts, and 
ddbrves the highen; encomiums, we mnfl not be furprifed on confidering the fmall ef- 
1( cIs wiiich have hitherto flowed from this endowment. I'lie fcholars for the moft part 
make a coufiderable progrefs during their continuance in the academy, and many im¬ 
prove themfelves‘abroad. It is remarkable, howx'vcr, that the perfons of the greatefl 
merit often fettle in other couniries; 01^ if they return, foon fink into an indolence, which 
appears almoft national, 'i he cauk of this failure feems to proceed from the little en¬ 
couragement which they receive frc.ir, the nation in general. The fovereign may rear 
artifls, like foreign plants in a hot. bed, at a prodigious exp 'i^cc, and by coullant culti¬ 
vation; but unlels the fame carells continued when they are brought to maturity, they 
will fleken by iicgict:'. And it is impoflible even for a monarch, fiowever inclined to 
proted merit, or lor a fc-.v of the nobility who follow fuch an illuflrious example, to 
difTufe love for the works of art among a people who muft firft imbibe a degree of taftet 
which can only be acquired by experience: and if thofe who excel are not diftinguiflied, 
they cannot feel that noble I'pirit of emulation which excites to excellence. As, the 
nation, however, is gradually drawing towards a higher ftate of civilization and re- 
finrment; thefe inftituiions muft 1tie produdive of more extenfive and perniafti(tit^« 
eSeds. 

The free (Economical Society, or the Society for the Promotion of Agriculture, at 
Peterflburgh, owes its origin to the following occafion: The Emprefs one day at table 
exprefling hericlf with warr./.h on the advantages tlut would refult from fuch al’oeiety, 
firft ruggcftc cl the idea to Ptince Orlof who happened to be prefent. In*conformity to 
the wilhes of his imperial miftrefs, he and fourteen other perfons, men of rank and 
Icaniing, afluulfled in June 1765, drew up rules, formed themfelves into a regular fo- 
cicty, and laid tlie plan before the empref^ who fignified her approbation by an anfwer, 
written with her own hand. 

“ The defign which you have juft formed for the improvement of agriculture and 
hufbandry, is highly agreeable to us; and your labours w'ill be regarded as elfcdual 
proofs of a true zeal and love for your country. We confidcr the plan and the rtgu- 
lations, by which you have bound yourfeivcs, as deferving our approbation, and we 
giacioufly allow ^ou to be called The Free (Economical St»cicty. You may reft allured, 
that we take your foCiety under our prptedion: we notonly cojiiVnt that you ufe our feal 
and imperial coat of ai'ms,; but, as‘a particular mark of our good will towards you, 
we permit you to bear our device in the center of our imperial coat oft arrasj namely, 
a hive, to which beesard bringing honey, with th« motto * Profitably.* 

VOL. VI. *«We 
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« We gratify, moreover, your fociety with 6000 roubles, towards the purchafe of 
a convenient houfe, as well for your meetin;^, as for the purpofe of hol^g a library 
on fubjeds of agriculture. Your labours will, under the prote^ion of’ Divine Provi¬ 
dence, be highly aflvantageous to you and your posterity; and we will not fail, in pro¬ 
portion as youf zeal difplayis itfclf, to incrcafe our good-will. 

« Odober 31,1765. Catharine.” 

The fociety confifts of a preftdent, who is changed every four months, and of an 
indefinite number of members* I'he candidate for admiltion muft be propofed by three 
members, and is rejeded or admitted by the majority of the perfons prefent. 7 he 
fociety is chiefly fupported by the voluntary contributions of its members, whofc num¬ 
ber in 178c amounted to one hundred and feventy-ninc. The afTeinbly meets regu- 
garly once a week, when the papers on agriculture and fimilar fubjids are n.id. 
Thofe which are thought worthy of publication are printed at the cxpence ol the Em- 
prefs, for the profit of the fociety. The work is fold at a low price; and twelve coplfcs 
are forwarded gratis to the governors of each province, to be diflributed. in the fcverdl 
governments. The tranfadions are cither written or tranflated into the Ruilian language, 
and printed in odavo. 

The fociety gives annual prizes, confining of gold and filver medals, or money, 
fometimes to the amount of 140I., for the bell folutionsof certain quellions relative to 
agriculture, and for improvements in hufbandry. The Emprefs, in the true fpirii of 
this inftitution, fends fevi|ral young men into England, to ftudy pradical agriculture. 
They are chiefly recommended to Arthur Young Efq M'ho has 4 iilingu;fli<>d himfelf by 
many excellent wo^ks on various branches of hulbandry j and who was eleded in the 
mod honourable manner a member of this fociety. 

^ In Peterfburgh are two fcminarics for the education of the nobility} the Corps dc Ca- 
dets for males, and the Lc CouverJ cLs DemoifiUes Nol>h for females. 

The houfe appropriated for the feminary of theetdots, was formerly a p.lace belong¬ 
ing to prince Mentchikof fituatod in thp vaflili Ollrof, .md contains, including the ca- 
. at lead two thoufand perfons. This indiiuhon owes its origin to the Emprefs 
Anne* by the advice of Marlhal Muiflc, but has been fo much improved, and the lund 
fo confid'erably enlarged, by Catherine II. that her majedy may .ihnoil be called its 
foundtefs. 'i'he annual income is 30,000!. for tlic reception of fix Imndrcd boys. 

In November 1778, there were four hundred and eighty nobles, and fixiy-four gym- 
nafiafts, or children of inferior ranks, who'are dcfigned to bo tutors to noblemen’s chil¬ 
dren, and are indruclcd in claffical literature, 'i'he iwbles are chiefly iMtoiided lor the 
army,- and are drelled in uniforms; a few excCjitecL^o follow a civil line. The chil¬ 
dren are admitted at the age of fix, and rem,aiQ years: tliey an- divided into five 
claffel, and learn Kreilcji*. peitnan, arithmetic, ’^tifi^jljon, taCite, hiitory, and geo¬ 
graphy, 'They alfo receive leflbns in dancing, fonclug, and riding, and feme in draw¬ 
ing and mnfic. The boys whofc gehius prompts them to fuch ftmUcs, are provided 
with' maftCrs in the Latin, Englifli, ami I'artar tongues. The cadets are divided into 
companies j and regularly” trained military exercifes. During fix weeks in fununcr 
they form an encampment nrar the tov^gfare reviewed, and perform ah the manccuvrcs 
of w.tr. Prizes of books, gold pnd ♦mver medals, ribband^ and* ftars, are annually 
;diftributp(i among thofe wh > excel, ai well in their rdfpeQiVe ftudies and employments, 
as in their exercal’es. Of thofe whofe merit has entitled them to fix prizes, three are 
'annually felefted to travel, with a\a tdiowance to each of izol. JJer annum. 
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The boys are brought up in the hardieft manner; they are not, evenlntrinter, clad 
in furs, nor always indulged in the ufe of fl-ove$. They a^'e habituated to all kinds of 
cxercife, aud particularly to running arid leaping.. I faw fome of the large!]: cadets en¬ 
gaged in thefe manly diverfions. At the further end <of a large hall flood a leathera 
horfc, the highcft part of which was at leaft fix feet. They leaped ovdi’ it in every'di- 
reftion, fprang over the head, vauUed into the feat, turned theinfclvcs round on it, 
poifed thcmfclycs on their hands with their head on the faddle and their fett itt the air, 
and then threw thcmfelves from that poflure upon the floor on their legs; with other 
feats, which they performed with as much cafe and agility as tbo moft expert tumblere. 
Tilde exorcifes arc of great ufe iu ftretchiug their limbs, opening their cherts, and ren¬ 
dering them robuft and a 6 .ivc. In every department great attention is paid to cleanlineis, 
and the bo)s aic lemarkably healdiy. Once or twice in winter, the cadets are permitted 
to give a mafquerade and ball to the principal nobility, on which occafion, fome of the 
young ladies from the female femina^ are generally invited as partners for the upper 
boys. One of |hefe entertainments, at which jve were prefent, was conducted with 
great elegance and propriety. 

The feminary for the educatton of the female nobility, ufually called Le C^imrA das 
Demoifelles Nobles, is fituated at the extremity of the iuburbs of Almcander Ncvlki. 
The edifice, which is a large quadrangular building, was eroded by Elizabeth for a nun¬ 
nery ; but was converted % Catherine to its prelent ufe, and endowed with a falary of 
iCjOool, per annum. It was firft opened in 1754, for the rrccption of children: the 
foundation is for two hundred npbles, and two hundred and forty bourgeoijes^ or chil¬ 
dren of lower rank. To thefe th? Eraprefs has added fifty fuperniimerary nobles, c<illed 
pcnjionaimi and Mr. Betfktfl, the humane (Hredor of all thefe urefiil focieties for edu¬ 
cation, fupports forty hourpdifcs at his own cxpence. The girls are admitted between 
tlie age of five and fix, and quit the feminary about eighteen. Formerly the young la¬ 
dies and the bourgeoifes were brought up in the fame manner, without the leaft attention 
to difference of rank and fortune; but this plan is wifely amended, and they now re¬ 
ceive an educa''F^ more adapted to their refpedive fituations in life. 

They are bt “^^ivided into four clafles. The fiift clafs is habited in whitQj -rfife 
fecond in light b.oiin, th«* third in green, and the loweft in chocolate. The drefs'of 
the bourgeoifes is coarler thdn..thc young ladies: the firft clafe of whom wear alfo black 
handkerchiefs and green ajirons; while the hourgeoifes are clothed entirely m* white. 
They all learn reading, wilting, accounts, and nv.edle-work. The young hulies’Hre 
fcparatcly inftruflcd in hlftory and geography, and acquire, bofide*a grammatical 
knowledge of their native ton^e, the French, German, and Italian languages, and 
receive Icffons in dancing, mufic, and drawing, accorcUng to the bent of their genius, 
Inftead of thfefo accomplifiiments, the boM^geoifes are employed in ihe management of * 
houfebold affairs j they prepare and waih their ovm linen, are taught to make broad, 
nnd trained to the art of cookery. One of the apartments was hung with the dcfigiis, 
paintings, charts, genealogical tables, And ether trophies which difplayed the ingenuity 
of the young ladi^t. Thofe who dilUnguifh thcmfelves, receive annual prefents, •con¬ 
fiding chiefly of ribbattdi^ which are 'Worn in bows at their fides. . 

On vheday in which wp vifited this noble foundation, a hundred poor women dmed 
in the hall, and w*ere attended by the young ladies, who diftributed to each perfon a 
fmall filvercbin, said' a few yards of lihen. This ceremony was inftituted to inOolcatc 
in their tender minds an attention to the poor, and a readinefs to rcUcite diftrefs* 

The quadrangular bbilding cqntsuns an elegant theatre, in which the ydung ladies 
Dccafiooidly plays* We were prefent at a repref«9Qtation, and were greatly entcr- 
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tained with the performance. The theatre is a circular room, neatly painted with treer 
m miitatipn of.a landfcape, and feemed capable of containing four hundred, fpeftatprs.. 
The pieces wersy La Servant Muitroffl’,^ and IJOracle, both performed in the French, 
tongue ; the firft by young ladiesiof fixteen or fevchteen years of ago, and the lad by 
others of ten or'twelve. B6th parties aQed with fpirit, and difplayed great propriety in 
gefture and elocution. I was greatly aftonifticd at (he purity with which : they pro- 
uouncednhe French tongue. The reprefeutation w’as conluded by a ballet, and variou.s 
dances, adapted to the ages and ftrengtb of the feveral peri'ormers. The national 
dance was introduced} it is executed by two pcrfoius, who comiinue nearly on the 
hime fpot, but ufc a variety of movements with tlie arms, body, and bead, while their 
flioulders are elevated and depreffed in cxadl: meafure. It is exprelGve of a courtlhip ; 
firft languhbing looks, coynefs, refufal, and invitation; at length the two dancers, 
having once or twice changed places, make a couple of circles briflily, and conclude 
with an embrace. 

The play was followed by a ball and fupper, to which were admitted feveral of the 
nobility and foreign gentlemen, and a few of the cadets. At twelve a collation wa& 
fervfed on feveral tables, at which parties promifcuoufly ranged tht.’infolves. I was 
walking about the room, one of the young ladies obfeiving a foreigncr^unpi;Ovided 
with a feat, quitted the table where Ihe was fitting, and politely invited me to make one 
of her party, an invitation I immediately accepted. 1 withdrew, with the relb of the 
company, at two o’clock in the morning, highly dcliglitcd with the cafe and ibnocent 
vivacity of my fair entertainers, vvhofe politenefs and aUability befpoke thq^ elegant 
ffdrit .of the inftitution. 1 j( 


Chap. XVIII.— Anecdotes of FrofeJfor Pallas. — Tin Travels and Works.—Circuwjlances 
afPr. Samuel Gmeiin's Death.—Memoirs of Guldcujlacdt.—ITis Travels Into Georgia 
ondlmeKetia.—Reception at the Courts of the Princes HeracUus and Solo>Pon.-—Wdi^s 
: . of GuidenJlaedt. ' 

THE eminent natoralift and traveller, Peter Simon Pallas *, Is fon of .Simon Pallas^, 
a native of johannilhurgh in Pruffia, who was profeflbr of furgf'ty at Berlin, and 
diftingdilhed himfelf among the writers of phyfic, by a Treatife on tlia Operations of 
S5j|j[ery, publifhed in 1763 ; and by a Supplement on the Difeafes ofJUg^owels, in 
in Which-year he died, at the age of feventy-fix. 

P^ei; Simon Pallas was born at Berlin, on the aad of September H741. He re- 
.ebiyedfhe early pan of his education from private tutors in his father’s houfe, under 
•whphv he made ah aftcmfhing progrefs. Among the preceptors t^ whom the great na- 
ft^ralift axpreffes his particular obligations, miift bts dilliriguilhed John Martin JSheyling, 
whp behayM fo him more like a friend than amafter. Sneyling brfh^ dht'an meiegant 
writer, and particularly attached to poetry, the young fphplaf imbibed from his 
maker’s inftruftions and example a tafte for poetry, and cbmpofed feveral pieces in 
yerfe, whicb to the public.' To the fame perfoii he was likewife in- 

debted to a very early attachment to entomology. Bang defined to *’ftudy phyfic fo 
early is" the thirt^nth year of his age, he attended a ccnrfe of ledures on anatomy, 

: * .1*^ Palla* himfelf, for many anecdotes ef hts eaily Hfe,:aAd for forae part of the 

rjrnKuning account of the learned jpirofeffor to i])y iogenious frieiid Dr. Fulteocy, well known to the public 
by hlsi ^GcneraJiiitw of Uic Writings or liinnKus.'* 
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p%fio'Iogy,’botany, medicine, andfurgery, under profetTor? Mcckcli Sproegel, Gle* 
ditch, Rolof, and his father, and applied himfelf with great affi'dulty to anatomical 
diffeilionS. He made fuch rapid advances! in thefe branches of fciencf, that, in the 
bej^nhifig-of 1758, he was enabled* to read a courfe^bf jaiblic iocUires on anatonjy, 
winch .every fubjoift, who pra&ifts phyfic in thb i’ruffian dominions,* is obliged to 
give, as a proof of his proficteticy. Yet, although thus occupied hi his profehional 
labours, his indefatigable genius uilffound leifure to purfut? the ftudy of infers, and 
other branches of aaJplogy, foivwhte^^ he feeins at an early period to have conceived a 
predileSion, and in which he: eminently execk. 

In the autumn Rf.-Pallas repired to the univerfity of Halle, where he ,attended the 
leQures of ttexelebrated Segner on mathematics and-phylics, and improved his know¬ 
ledge of mineralogy in the environs of that city.." 

In the fpring of 1.759, he removed to Gottingen ; and, although a long and dan¬ 
gerous illnefs prevented him from profecuting his ftiidies with his ufual ardour; yet 
he reaped great-bcnefit^frorii the iriltrudions of the phyficians Roederer and Vogel, 
and improved his’general knowledge by his acccls to the public library. 

During his relidence'at Gottingen, he made numerous cxperiBu-nts on the elFcft of 
poilons and othet' violent remedies, applied hitnielf to the dilfedion of animals, and 
ibrmed repeated obfervations on thgworms which breed in the iutelfiaes, on which 
fubject he compofed an ingenious treatife; under the title of De infejijs vivenlibus intnx 
‘<7 w«//b, deferibing with fingiilar accuracy thofe worms which are found in the human 
body. ■ 

Tn July 1760, he was attraded to the univerfity of Leyden by the fame of the celei 
brated phyficians and naturalilts Aibinus, Gaiibius, a^d Miuchenbroek; and by them 
he was noticed as, a young man of promifing genius and indelatigable ardour. His ta¬ 
lents particularly recommended him to the favour of Gaubius, ’the principal profelfort 
In December he took his doflor’s degree, and diftinguilhed himfelf by an inaugural' 
difiertation, in which he defended, by neW experiments, the diflertation on worms com- 
pofed- at Gottingen. * 

During his rcfidence at Leyden, natural hiftory became his predominant pupfokf 
he employed ail the time w’hich he could fteal from his profeffional lludies in vifiting 
the public and private cabinets of natuml hiftory, with which I.eyden abounded, and 
was particularly charmed with the coUeiftion of Gronovius. 

Having vifited, the pficcipatLcitles of Holland, he directed his courfe, to London, 
where he arrived in July 1761, with a view to improve his knowledge of, medicine and 
forgery. But lie wai jfow fo much abforbed in his paflion, for neural hilbryf that: be 
neglefted every other purfitit, and%votol himfelf to this favburito branch of feience.’ 
He feemed to l?ave no other bccupati,on by day'tban to ;examme the varibds polloSions’ 
and to perule the pririci^y books Which Itb coul^ on (he fobje#;;Of; natural 

hiftoiy I. nayy fo:iMger he in thfril ptwiruits^ that,iie frequently emplbyed the greater 
part oli ithe ju^^t abl^ whole nights Together, , met with 

any new publication*’whiclivawaKenOdp hfe^^ With r view of extending Ids 

knowledge, he tpplfey^al jduTniesPto te iiiSuffex ; :and i 

have often bekdl l^fovlafoenriw i^ret, that the fcantiii^s of his income did not per¬ 
mit him to exJend^|^h^Cjfe«^iK tnepfincipatpam of Gmat ^ 

Being sit length, fomnioned by his father to Berlin, he quitted Ltmdon with regret 
in April 1762; and repaired to; Harwich to embark immediately fijr Holland; but 
bdng fortu^ely detained:^, feyeiral days %; opntrary winds, he examined the foa;. 

■coaft, 
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coafi, and (X) 11 eflted various marine produftions. On the 13th of May, he landed in 
Holland; and, paffine through the Hague, Leydeh, Amfterdam, and the circle of 
W efiphalia, arrived at!»crlin on tlie 1 ith of June. ^ 

To commence the prailice of hjs profulEon, his father feqt him to Hanover for the 
pmpofc of pr 5 curing the place c>f furgeon in the allied army ; hut en his arrival itl 
Julj, the peace •bring nearly concluded, he retimed to Berlin. He therepafllda 
year, Vi'hich he chiefly employe<l in preparing materials for a Fauna Infeiionuni Mur- 
r/jica } or a Defcripiio;i of ihe'liifucls in the March of Brandenburgh $ the mauufeript 
ol which now remains uilpublifoed in the poflbflion of profelfor Sandford, at Leyden, 
bccaufc the author diffidently elteomed it unworthy of publication. 

Animated by his prcdilcdion for natural hifloiy, lie extorted his fathenrs confeut to 
ll’ttlo in Holland, and arrived in September at the Hague, where he obtained a letilc- 
ment through the recommendation of Gaubius. 

lUs reputation as a man of fcience being eftablifhed, he was clefted B’eUow of the 
Roy«il Society ol London, and mcnijicr of the academy Des CurieuXtde la Natwc’j to 
both of which focioties he had previoufly lent fomo interefting papers. 

His intimacy with tb® naoft. celebrated naturaljfls in Holland, particularly with thofe of 
the Hague,'® ho had juft cftablifiied a literary fociety; the free accefs wbich he had to !h< 
mufeum of thel’rincc of Orange,and other curious cabinets; tlie fyftematic catalogues of 
thofe coUevBons which he drew up, feveral of which he gave to the public, contribut(.d to 
advance his knowledge of natural produflious in the various parts of the globe j and to 
fumifh him fuch materials as gave birth to thofe accurate compofitions which have 
defervedly dlftin^uifhed him as the firft xooIog|ft of fiurOpe. One of his firft works in 
this branch of fcience, which rapdered him eminently confpicuous, was E(aubus Zoo- 
phytorim- 

, J he attention which Pallas bellowed on the Zoophytes, or animal-plants, in the 
inveftigation of the w'orros infefting the human body, particularly the uncommon na¬ 
ture of the*to«/(i, or tape-worn, as be acknowledges, feems to have led him into this 
line of natural fcience. In this work, which is printed in octavo, after treating on the 
of tbefe animals in a general way, and giving the various opinions of authors 
relating to the place they ought to hold in the Syftcra of Nature, he delcribes, from 
liis own infpeftion, moic than two hundred and feventy fpecics of thofe worms and 
miimatlcules, which are known under the generical names of polypes, corals, madre¬ 
pores, corallines, feti pens, imnia or tape-worm, Iponges, fea-fans, &c. 

The free adcufs which be had to the mufeyra of the Prince of Orange, and other 
curious colkdlions in Holland, enabled him to cnrkji Ids work with tiie defcripiion of 
various pn^udlions, brought from both Indies, l/e has deforibed each fpecics at large, 
and given it a npw name, charafteriftic of itf real difl.in£lion$ j and (what efpecially in- 
crealcs the Value of his work) he has extricated, as far as poflible, the fynonyms of 
former authors, both ancient and modern j thus rendering his hook highly uldTul to 
tiiofe who are curious in this br#r»c](i natural hiftoi> 

•In a dedication to his MlfullanmZtxhy^ai bublilhed in the fame year, the^Utbor lays 
before the Prince of Ofange a^lan for a,voyage tojjheGape’of Gopd^dpe, and to the 
other Dutch fettlcmcnts in the Eaft Indies j pnd wlpch*, impelled hy an ardpur of feien- 
tific,knowledge, he offered to undertake apd foperimend. This plan, calculated to 
improve our acquaintance with th« natural hiftory of ^hdfe regions. Was ftrpngly re¬ 
commended by» Gaubiue, and approv^ by foe' Prince; hut was obftru'ried oy the 
•author’s father, who recitlled him to'BerUn. ‘ t 

PaVas, 
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Pallas, with great reluftance, quitted Holland in November 1^66; and on his return 
to'Berlin, he arranged his numerous materials for the public. But he had fcarccly 
begun to publilh his Spkikpa Zoq/ogirff, before lie was invited by the Emprefs Cailia- 
rine II, to accept the proCtiTorlhip of iiatiu*al hiftory'in the Imperial ^.cademy of'Sci¬ 
ences. . Although in this inllance his father and relations again withheld their confent, 
yet the author's ardent zeal for hi| favourite feience, and an irrefi&iible dcfife to vifit 
regions fo little known, and abounding in the produdions of nature, induced him to 
haften his departure for a country, where his curiofity was likely to be amply gratified, 
lie accordingly quitted Berlin in June 1767, and arrived at IVtcrlburgh on tlic loih of 
Auguft. 

He made his appearance among the Ruffians at a critical peiiod. The Emprefs had 
already ordered the Academy of Sciences to fond aflronOnurs into various parts of the 
Ruffian empire, to obferve the tranfit of Venus over the fun’s difle, in 1769. Being 
juft returned from a voyage down the Volga, 'ami from vifuing the interior provinces 
of European Ruflia, the»cnlighlened fovereign Iwd perceived the deficiency of the topo¬ 
graphical accounts, and anticipated the advantage of deputing learned men td^vifit the 
diflant provinces of her extenfive dopiinions, with a view to enlarge the bounds of fei- 
cnce, and fpreail tlie kuovikdge of ufeful arts among the natives. For thispurpofc 
Catharine had dlrcded the Academy to fend, in company with the Aftronomers, the 
mofl able naiuralifts and phiiofophers, Pallas having offered to accompany this,,expe¬ 
dition, was charged with ilrawing up general inftrudions for the naturalifls, and grati¬ 
fied with the choice of his afibciates. 'fo him was fubiaiued, at his own rcquefl, the 
condud of the expedition to the call of the Volga, and towards the extreme parts of 
Siberia; a^d he w'as befl ti^iculatcd for that cxpeditioii, as the elder Ginelin, his pre- 
curi'or in thofe regions, had^ almoft entirely negleded zoology. Pallas employed the 
winter in forming a fyfleniatic catalogue the animals in the cabinet of the Academ/ j 
in putting into order the celebrated colledion of profe 0 br Breyn of Dantzic, lately pur- 
chafed by Prince Orlof; in prcjiaring for the prefs fix numbers of his Spieilegia ZeeJo- 
gicay which were printed during hijs abfcnce under the diredion of Dr. Martin, andjn, 
forming the neceffary arrangements for his expedition. Z , 

At Rngth, in June 1768, he quitted Peterfburgh, in company with MefTrs. Falk» 
Lepekin, ana Cuidenftaedt, as his affociatcs, pafTcd through Mbfepw, yiodimit, Kau- 
mof, Murom, Arfamas, to Cafanj and having examined great part of that province, 
wintered at SimbiriU. From thence he deprted in March, and pengti^d through 
Samara, and Orenburgh, is for as Gurief, a fmall Ruffian foitrefs, fituated at the mouth 
of the rivet* Yaic, or Ural. 'Phere he examined the confined'of Calmuc Tartary, and 
the neighbouring fhorcs of the Cafpian; and returning through the province of Oren- 
bui gh,'paffed the Xecond winter ^ Ufa. • After feveral expeditions in the adjacent re¬ 
gions, he lett Ufa the i6th of May tyyo, pr^cuted his route through the Uraliaa 
mountmns to Catharinenburgh, vifited thejnM||M^ proceeded to Tchcliabinfk, a fmall 
fortrefs in the government of Orc«burgh,''Tawm December made an cxcurfion p.fair 
as Tobolik. 

The next y^r he waS employed in traverfing the Altai Mountrins, and tracing the 
courfe of the Irtifcto Omlk and iColyvan; where having infpeded Uie celebrated filvcr 
mines, he proceeded to Tomfk, and fitulhed that year’s expedition at Krafiiojarfk, a 
town upon the Vnilbi. In that place, fuuatcd only in the fifty-fimh degree of north 
lamude, the cold was fo intenfe, that the learned profeffor was wVrihfs to the natura/- 
congelation of quickfil^r, which curious phanoAenon he has minutely deferibed *. 

* See Pallas Reife, P HI p 4'7—4*9 > a*"! ® traiifUu’on of this remaiJuble paflbge, io vol. i. p. 2 if 
of Cbemicitl Bflayt, by Dn Watfcn, iJilhop of Liuidat *'K>nm 
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Frt)m Krafnojarflt Pallas departed on the 7th of March 1772, and proceeded by‘Ir-^ 
kuiKk, and acrofs the Lake Baikaly to Udmlk, Selenginlk, ^nd Kaatfca> which is the prin?^ 
cipal tnart of trade between Ruffia lahd China, flawing penetrated into that part of 
Daviria which is fitoated in ,the ft»uih-eaftern region of Siberia, he journeyed between 
the rivers ingbda and Argobn, at no great diftance from the Alnoor j thence .tracing 
the Unes^ which feparate the-RuiTian empire fronj the Mongol hordes dependent on 
.China, He returned to Selenginfk, and again wintered at l^afnojarik. ' in the fumraer 
of 1773, he vifited Tara, Yaitlk, and Aftracah:} and concluded that year’s route at 
-Tzaritzin, a town upon the Volga; from whence his journey in the 

enfuing fprihg, and arrived at Peteriburgh on the 3bthof|^^ after an abfence 

ofhx-years. 

The account of this extenfive and interefiing tour w-aS publilhed in three parts *, con¬ 
taining two thoufand and four pages* in five volumes qparto, which has greatly con¬ 
tributed to extend his fame and eftabliih his cHarader. Pallas, in this valuable work, 
has entered into a geographical and topographical defcription:^f the provinces, towns, 
and villages which he vifited in his tour* accompanied with an accurate account of their 
antiquities, hiftory, productions, and commerce. ’He has difcriminated many of the 
tribes who wander over the various diftriCts, and near the confines of Siberia; detailed, 
■with peculiar precifion, their cuftoms, manners, and -languages; and rendered his tra¬ 
vels invaluable to the naturalift, . frotn. many important difcoveries in the animal, vege¬ 
table, and. inineral kingdoii^. Thefe travels are written in the'German language; but 
the author has added to each part an appendix in the Latin tongue, which contains 
near four hundred fcientjfic ^cfciriptibns tsf feveral quadrupeds* birds, fifli, infefts, and 
plants. He has alfo greatly contributed to encreafe the utiljiy of his' performance by 
charts, and engravings of various antiquities, of feveral ,4rtar dreffes and ido^, and of 
nfany animals and plants. . ^ i ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Expeditions of this kind into inhofpitable regjous, among vagrant and almoft bar¬ 
barous nations, are full of danger.; as' was fuffidently: experienced by Muller, and 
Gmelin the elder, in the rdgn of the Empfefs Anne; and nothmg but the moft intenfe 
afdpm'for fcience on ftimulaje men to fuch hazardoi^ underUfkings In that expe- 
dition.De I’lfle and Steller pfia^ilhedf and, as if Ihefe fchemesswere deftined to ill fate, 
Dr. S pmclin, after having loft many rtf his papers attd cbll^ipiis,-funk under grief 
and difeafe, and expired in a fmall village, of Mount Caucafus, in »774^^^ Falk died in 
the courfe of thp journey, and*.profeffof Lbvritz iVas vMnionly.niaffacrea by the inhuman 
Pugatchef, 

PaHas fbrtunatdy rrtprned, hut froni the mkboet iiS not 

v/ithouienduringmany.hardftiips, and navrowlyercapirig fimmtlfeinoft imminent dangei's. 
'“ On the 30th <>f July fl reached PeterfbufglH Srith ^n enfeebled body and grey hairs, 
thou^ only in the thfi^ and thirtieth ye^ of my age ; but yet:-m^ than 

when I was in Siberia; and fuff of ^giateful ackfipwledgmen^ Etovidence fbr having 
preferved and dfelivered me fiom humberidsperi^;** ^ - 

Pallas, known to the generality of t^ Englift as a great haturalift, de- 

ferves a confiderabte place Among -thpfe #fii:eirS’whb h furteeded in^developing the 
complicated hiftofy of the roving tribes fcartered Over thofe extenfive regions .which 
ftretch from the heart of Siberia, to the'noi^em lithhi&pf India;., In a rec^t'publica- 
tion, intitled CoUeftions upon the Pditicd^hyficak an^ CivirHiftbry of the Mongol 
Tribes t, he has thrown new light upon the annods pf a people^ Whofe; aUbdiors con- 

• • Reifi. durch verfeUtdeum P^ruvinAen det Kti/Jtfcken JReicht. A French troollatrbarol'^is intercftinc; 
\»ork haipfo been pwbliftitd. ■*' ' 

f Na<hmhien ueher M^tlijehcn Folitrcbajten^ 

8 Tguered 



coke's i'llAVlEtS IN RUSSIA. ' 841 

quered Ruflla, China, Perfia, and Indoftan; and, at more than one period, eftabllflied, 
perhaps as large an empire as ever was poffelTed by a’linglc nation, 'f’be materials for 
this publication he coIie^Eted, partly,during an intercpurfe with the Mongols, Burats, 
and Calmucs, and partly from the communications of Muller and Gmclin. , 

Hitherto moft authors who have written upon thefe j|hatic hordes, Ik'vc called them 
all indifcriminately by the name of l^rtars; bat. this erroneous appe Uan’on is reditled 
by Pallas, who proves unquellionably that the Mongol tribes are a diilinil race from 
the Tartars; differing from them in features, language, and government, and rciembling 
them in nothing but in their inclination to a roving life. This prtrnifivo nation of Afia, 
whofe origin, hiibry, and prefent ffatc form the fubjeS: of this interefling work, dates its 
celebrity from their founder Zinghis Khan. When his vafl dominions fell to pieces 
under his fucceffors in the fixteenth century, the Mongol and Tartar hordes, who com- 
pofed one empire, again feparated, and have fince continued didiud and independent. 
The Mongol hordes Pallas divides into three principal branches, Mongols, Oerats or 
Calmucs, and Bu»?its; which he deferibes with thaf precifion and accuracy which diftin- 
guilh all his writings. • " 

In the fame year in which the profeffor printed his Elemhus Zoophytorunit he alfo pub- 
lilhed a treatife under the title of Mifcellanea Zodkgica quihus novee imprimis atquc ohfeurs: 
Anirnalium Species deferibuntur^ et Olfervationibus Iconibufqiie iliujlrantur. This work 
was incorporated into a fubfequent publication the next year, -on his return to Berlin, 
entitled, Spicilegia Zeologicu', which has been continued in numbers, or fajeku/i^zt un¬ 
certain periods until 1780, when the fourteenth was delivered. It contains, befides the 
letter-prefs, feventy-two plates, and refle£ls the higheft credit on the author, as a moff 
careful obferver and critic in zoology. The works of Buffun amply teftify the labours 
of Pallas in the fupplementary volumes, and Pennant makes frequent acknowledge¬ 
ments of his obligations to the feme fource, particularly for his Hiftory of Quadrupeds 
and Arflic Zoology., 

In June 1777 the learned profeffor read before the Academy of Peterlburgh, in a 
meeting at which thfe King or S we^Jen was prefent, a Differtation on the Formation of 
Mountains, and tlje Changes which this Globe has undergone, particularly in the/luf- 
fian Empire. This curious treatife, written in the French tongue^ was printed at 
St. Peterlburgh j and a tranflation of it is given by Mr. Tooke in his Ruflia Illuf- 
trata. '■ <■ 

In 1778 he puMlhed Neva Specif Qmdrupedmn e Glirium Ordtne. Tliis perform¬ 
ance, printed at Erlang in quarto, contains twenty-feven platef, and deferibes numbers 
of the rat genus, and their anatomy. In 1781 hejjrought opt Enumeratio Elantarurii 
qua in Horto Procopii d Demidof Mofeud vigent (Pet, or of the 

Plants in Mr. Demidof’s Gardens at Mofeow ; and in the fame year he gave to the 
public two volumes, In oftavo, of an interefting work in the German tongue, called, 
Neue Nerdifche JBeytrdge, &c. or New Northern Colledions on various Subjects of 
Geography, Natural Hiftory, and Agriculture, which have been followed by five ad¬ 
ditional volumes. ** 

In 1782 he ;(Jut forth t*o fafckuUyOt numbers, of Jeones JnfeQaruniprafepim Rujia 
Etberiaquepeeidiarium, &c. quarto, Erlang; or. Figures of Infers, principally of thofe 
■which ar^peculiiu: lo ||uffa and Siberia, accompanied with deferiptions and illuftra- 
rions. Thefe two nurdbers treat of the feat dbaii eurcuUoneSi tenebrhnes^ bupifrest me- 
i<jedes,eer(imby€€s^ with fix plates, containing coloured figures of one himtked and eighty 
infefisofthofegenera, r 
V01..VV 5 ** 
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In 1784 he publllhed the firft number of a Rujftca *; or, a Defcrlpflon^^^of the 
Plants of tl>e'whole Ruffian Empire; a fplendid work, which was executed at the 
Emprefs’s expence, and owes its origin to tlie following circumftance: Her Majefty 
inquiring of, Pallas the Ruffihn names of feveral plants, the author font fpme dried 
fpecimens, which he accompanied with a ffiort defcription of each plant,, and a difler- 
tatIon,on their ufes. Catharine, pleafed with t^e method, ordered him to defcribe in 
the fame manner the botany of the whole empire, and to fparc no expence in the exe« 
cution of the work. The fecond number came out in X789. 

The revifal of a curious, though Icfs interefting publication, which ffiews the verfa- 
tility of the author’s talents, unfortunately contributed to delay the completion of the 
Flora Ruffica and his zoological refearches; this w'ork is an univerfal vocabulary, of 
which he fuperintended the impreffion, and which the Eraprefs of Ruflia collected from 
all quarters of the globe. 

Exclufive of thel'e feparate publications, he has printed in the Ads of the Imperial 
Academy of Sciences, various zoological and botanical differtatioqs, which prove his 
accurate knovvlege of natural hiftory. 

It cannot but be pleafing to the lovers of fcience to be informed, that Pallas has been 
diftinguiflied with a mark of imperial favour, being appointed member of the board of 
mines, with an additional falary of 200I. per awium, and honoured with the order of 
St. Volodirair. The Emprefs alfo purchafed his ample colleftion of natural hiftory, in 
a manner highly flattering to the author, and honourable to herfelf. Being informed 
that he was defirous to diipofe of that colleftion. Her Majefty fent word, that her coun¬ 
try ffiould not be deprived of fo curious a cabinet; that fhe would he the purchafer, 
and ordered him to make out the catalogue, and fix the price. He accordingly named 
15,000 roubles f. Having examined the catalogue, me added with her own hand, 
“ Mr. Pallas underftands natural hiftory much better than figures; he ought to have 
charged 2o,o0o inftead of 15,000 roubles for fo many valuable articles. The Emprefe, 
however, t^es upon herfelf to correfl: the miftakc, and hereby orders her treafurer to 
pay 20,000 roubles. At the fame time Mr. Paljas fhall not be deprived of his collec- 
.tidai, which fhall ftill continue to be in his own poffeffion during lus life, as he fo well 
underftands how to render it moft ufeful to mankind.” 

As the care of putting into order and publilhing the papers of Gmelin and Gulden- 
flaedt, is configned to Pallas, I, fliall clofc this chapter with a fhort account of thofe 
learned profeffors. 

Dr, Samuel Gmelin, profeflbr at Tubingen, and afterwards member of the Imperial- 
Academy of Sciences at Peterfburgh, commenced his travels in June 1768, and having 
traverfed the provinces of Mofeow, Voronetz, New Ruflia, Azof, Cafan, and Aftra- 
can, vifited, in 1770 and 1771, the different harbours of the Cafpian, and examined 
thofe parts of PeriSa which border upon that fea, of which he has given a eirumftantial 
account in the three volumes of his travels already publiffied; Animated with a 
zeal for extending his obfervations, he attempted to pafs through the weftern pro¬ 
vinces of Perfia, which, are in a perpetual Rate of warfare, and infefted by numerous 
banditti. . * 

* The botanical reader IS referred to the Gentleman's Magsilne for Auguft 1785’, for % fcientific ac¬ 
count of the Flora RulBcaof.which no other recommendation need be given, than that it was written by 
Dr. Pultcney. . - ‘ ■ 

I Pallas has fettled in Crim Tartaij, or Taurida, on an eftatc granted by. the Eiuprefs-t he has lately 
jublilhed the hrft yolurnc of a defcription if that country. 

S4, He 
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He quitted in April 177^, Einzelle, a fmall trading place In Ghilan.on thefouthern 
-fliore of the Cafpian, but, on account of many difficulties Jind dangers, did not, until 
the fecond of December 1773, reach Sal Han, a.town fituatedat the mouth of the river 
Koor. From thence he proceeded to Baku and 'Kuba, in the province of ShirvAi, 
w'here he met with a friendly reception from Ali Feth Khanj the fovereign of that dif- 
triS:. After he had been joined by twenty Uralian Coflfacs, and v^hen he was only 
four days* journey from the Ruffian fortrefs Kiflar, he and his companions were^ on the 
5th of February 1774, arretted by order of Ufmei Khan, a petty Tartar Prince, through 
whofe territories he was obliged to pafs. Ufmei urged, as a pretence for this arreft, 
that thirty years before fevcral famines had cfcaped from his dominions, and found an 
alylum in the Ruffian territories} adding, that Gmclin ffiould not Be relcnfed until thefe 
families were reftored. The profclTor was removed from prifon to prifon, till wearied 
out with continual perfecutions, he expired on the 27th of July at Achmet-Kent, a vil¬ 
lage of Mount Caucafus. His death was occafioned partly by vexation for the lofs of 
feveral papers and colleftions, and partly by diforders contradled from the fatigues 
of his long journey. Some of his papers were feht to Kiflar during his imprilbnmeni; 
and the others were refeued from the hands of the barbarian who detained him In cap. 
tivity ' 

John Anthony Guldenttaedt was bqrnat Riga, on the 26th of April 1745, received 
the rudiments of his education in that town, and in 1763 was admitted into the medical 
college of Berlin. He completed hisftudies atFranckfort upon the Odcr,and in 1767 
received the degree of doftor of phyfic in that univerfity. On account of his knowledge 
of foreign languages, and progrefs in natural hiftory, he was confidcred as a fit perfon 
to engage in the expeditions planned by the Imperial Academy. Being invited to Pe- 
terffiurgh, he arrived in that city in 1768, was created adjundtof the Academy, and in 
1770, member of that fociety, and profeflbr of natural hiftory. In June 1768 he com¬ 
menced his travels, and was abfent leven years. From Mofeow, where he continued 
till March 1769, he paffed to Voronetz, Tzaritzin, Aftracan, and Kiflar, a fortrefs on 
the wettem ffiore of the Cafpian, and clofe to the confines of Perfia. In 1770 he exa- 
mined the diftridls watered by the Hvers Terek, Sunflia, c id Alkfai, in the eaftern ex¬ 
tremity of Caucafus, and in the courfe of the enfuingyear penetrated into Offetia, m the 
higheft part of the fame mountain, where he colledled vocabularies of the language, 
made inquiries into the hiftory of the people, and difeovered fome traces of chriftianity 
among them. Having vlfited Cabarda, and the northern chain of the Caucafus, ho. 
proceeded to Georgia, and was admitted to an audience of Pi ince HcracUus f, who was 
encamped about ten miles from Teftlis. 

^ The 


* See Bach. Ruff. BIbl. for 1775, p. 50. * 

f Prince Hcraclius, ot, as he was called, the Tzar Iracli, who made fo bold a llatid Bgamit the Turks 
in the laft war between the Porte and Ruflia, and poffcffcd all Georgia, Kakcti, and the two fmall dilli i(51:s 
of Bortfiial and Kofak, which were ceded to him by Nadir Shah, was then alxwe fisty years old, of a middle 
llze, with a long countenance, a dark complexion, large eyes, and a fmall heard. He paffed his ywth at 
the court and in the army of tjie celebrated Nadir vSUh, where he contraifted a fonduefs for Perliaii iuf- 
toms'and matiiicrs,which he introduced into his kingdom. He had feven fons and fut daughters. He wan 
much re-rered and dreaded by the Pcrfian Khans, his mtighbours, and ufually chofen to mediate between 
them in their difpules with each other. When they were at war, he fupported one of the parties with a 
few troops, who diffufed a fpirit and courage among the reft, bccaufe the Georgian foldivrs were efteemed 
the braveft of thofe part*, and Prince Heraclius himfclf was renowned for lus courage and military ikill. 
When on hotfeback,he always had a pair of loaded piftols at his girdle, and, if the ernuny was near, a muf. 
&et flnng over his ihoulder. In all engagements he was thcrforcraoil to give examples ot pe:nbnal bravery, 
and fttquently charged the enemy at the head of his tioops. He loved pomp and cxpence; he adopted 
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Tbe profcffor accompanied Prince Heraclius in a campaign along the bants of the 
rivei* Koor, eighty miles into the interior part of Georgia j and rethmed wjth hi(n to 
Tvfflis. All the houies of that capitahare of Hone, with flat roofs, which fcrve, ac¬ 
cording to the cuftom of the E«fl, as walks for the women. The buildings are neat 
and clean, bul the ftrtvts are exceedingly dirty and narrow. The town contains one 
Roman Catholic; thirteen Greek, and ftven Armenian churches. Having pafled the 
winter 'at Tefllis, and in exaigining the adjacent country, he followed in fpring the 
Prince to the pi’ovince of Kakctla, and explored the fouthern didricls inhabited by the 
I’urcoman lartars, and to Heraclius, in the company of a Georgian magnate, 

whom he had cured of a dangerous dilorder. In July he went to linerctia, a country 
which lies between the Gafpian and black Seas, and is bounded on tl\p eafl. by Georgia, 
on the north by Ofletia, on the vavfl by Mingreliii, and on the louth by the Turkilh do¬ 
minions, vfhich are under the doniiiiion of the Prince or Tzar Solomon*'. 

In the almofl unknown dominions of this Prince, who, from gratitude to Rulfia, 
afforded Guldenflaedr every afliltance in his power, the profeffor penetrated into the 
iniildle rhaiu of Mount C’aucalus ; viUtcd the confines of Blingrelia, Middle Georgia, 
and kaftern and Lower Inurctia, and, aitej;efcaping many imminent dangers from ban¬ 
ditti, fortunately returned to Kiflar on the i8th of November, where lie paffed die win¬ 
ter, colleding various informatiim concerning the lieighbouring Tartar tribes of the 
Caucafus, and particularly the Lelgces. In the lunimcr he journeyed to C'abarda Ma¬ 
jor, continued his courfe to Mount b fiitan, the highell point of the full ridge of the 
Caucafus, infpeded the mines of IvJadihar, and went toTchcika'k upon the Don. 
From thence he made expeditions to Azof and Taganioc, aiid then along the new li¬ 
mits to the Dnieper; he finifhed this ytar's route at Kremcntfliuk, in the government 
of New Ruflia. In the enfuing fpring he was proceeding to Grim J artary ; but receiv¬ 
ing an order of rccal, returned through the Dkrainc to Mofeow and Poterlburgh, where 
he arrived in March » 775 t- 


• 

tlie drefs of Perfia, and regulated l»is court after the manner of that countiy. I'Vom the example of the 
RtiiTiali troops, who weie cuaitcied !i tnoi-jia Juiing the laft 1 v'kifh ivar, he Karnt the ufe of pLitcs, 
knives and folks, dllhes houkhuld fuinii >k’, &c. Although his rtvenues were finnil, fcarcily txeteding 
50,cool, per aniiiim, jtt he c< utrivtd to maintain a flandiug army of about lix thnuiand min. He was af- 
terwaida in clofe alliance wi.h Ktiflla, and in 1784 one ofliis tons was colonel of a CotUic regiment. In 
1787 he was compeilid to iinounre lii» cunmdiiou with RuHia, and to acknowltdgt himfilf ttibutary to 
the Poite, but dictl loon afterwaids Georgia has betti recently annexed to the Rnfllan e.npire. 

* Solomon, having upon his acciHion forbiddeu the-fcandalous traffic ptaSifed by the nobles of filling 
thrirpeafants, gieaily o.T^ndid the 1 uiks, who gained by that Ipecies of commerce, iieiiig by their in¬ 
trigues, driven (rom hts thionc, and compdied to find an afyluni in the woods and monntaiub, he lived like 
a wild man, forfisteen yc.irs, in cavcins and holes, and frequently by his perfonal courage tfcaped afiaf- 
finatton, until be was reinflaied in his dominions by the RuflUiis in the Lite war. This Prince wore ufually 
a coarfe drift ol a blown colour, witlia tnuil ct on his fhouldcr ; but on fulemn occailons put on a robe of 
rich gold brocade, and hung round his neck a liKer chain He was dilltnguh'i 'I fiom his fubjedls by 
tiding upon an uik, peibspii ijie only one in tmeriiia, and by wejiing boots. 1 c bad no irgniar troops, 
butceUeded a difultoi7 army of fix thouland men, without artiiliry. Ihife troops wcru'diawn together 
by the found of the tnunpet ; in other refpedls thctJ-’iinc’s oidirs weid iffiicd at the markets, which are 
held every I'riday. G'lc of his fcivauts afcinded a tree near the place ofmi'cting, and p^'oilaimed the edi6t 
with a loud voice. His fubjedks wire of the Greik riligion. So'omort died ol the plague in i;84, and 
was fucciided by his nephew David, who thtiW liiruitlf under the prrttdlioi. of Ruffia. During my con¬ 
tinuance at Fcteilburgh in the w liter of 1784, hi^ anibafihdois were to d,,. Rmprtfs, and in the 

£ailctn llyie of ot inage, threw thimliUes on tbe ground at hit fetl. 

f For an arcoiinl of Guld< nflaedt, lee Riifi*I'ib. vol. if p. 4y. lo* 30^1.548. vol. ii. p. 3 :^ 1 . 456. 
Vol hi. p 72. 4.21. Hill, des Detouverter, it'd. Intrud. p zy, and Naericht voa den Lebens-Umftanden 
detf:Hcu:» Prof. CulUcnliaedt, in Jouiti. St. Pet. for 1781. * 

On 
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,, Oil hia i^um he was employed in arranging papers j but before,h^tpiild fihifh 
them for thop^fs, was feized with 4 . violent fevei^i ;which proved mortal, hhd ci^ed 
hintoto the ^ve in the month of March 1781. 


CiiAP. of the Sclamnian Alphabet into Rujfia.r—Rife and Pro^eji of 

Ruffian Literature. — HiJiorians.—^oeU.—Bigrejfon coriferning the Ruffari Stage.-*- 
Rujfan Tranfationu—Clajfcal Learning. , ' 

■ « • 

THE invention of the Sclavonianchara6:ers is generally attributed to Conflantiiie, a 
Greek philofopher, afterwards mure known by the name of Cyril, which he aflumed 
when he turned monk. About the middle of the ninth century, Cyril and bis brother 
Methodius werefent from Cpnftantinople by Michael III. to plant the gofpel among the 
Sclavonian nations inhabiting the countries bordering upon the Danube, now called 
Hungary and Bulgaria, and thofe which were fettled in Bohemia and Morjavia. As 
thofe barbarous nations knew not the ufe of letters, Cyril compofed for them an al¬ 
phabet, and tranfiated feveral religious books into their tongue. The greater part of 
the charaders were the capitals of the Greek alphabet, the fame ufually employed in 
writing j to which he added a few oth^ers, in order to exprefs feveral founds peculiar to 
the Sclavonian language. Moft of thofe Sclavonian nations, who received chriftianity 
from the Greeks, and have retained the Greek religion, ftill make ufe of thofe cha¬ 
racters ; while the other people of that tribe, who wore either firfl; converted by the 
Germans or Italians, or who afterwards adopted the Roman Catholic tenets, employ 
either the German or Roman alphabet *. 

That tribe of Sclavonians called Rullians, when they iffued from the banks of the 
Danube in the nipth century, and laid the foundation of this empire, either brought 
with them, if they knew the ufe of letters, the Cyrilian alphabet^for afterwards adopted 
it, on their converfion to chriftianity, when the Sclavonian Bible, tranllated by Cyril, 
was introduced among them. Thefe charafters are occafionally written, like the oldeft 
Greek and Roman manuferipts, of ^qual fize, at equal diftances, without connexion or , 
Hops, and without diftinftion of words. ^ » 

The earlieft Sclavonian book ^ver publiflied’, was a Ruffian tranfiation of the Penta¬ 
teuch, printed in the Cyrilian alphabet at Prague in 1719 f: the fame letters wdre in¬ 
troduced into Ruflra on the eftabliflnnent of the firft prefs at Mofeow, and continued 
in ufe, not only for ecclefiaftical publications, but alfo for all others, until 1707, whea 
fonie new Ruffian types, .conlifting of great and frnall letters, fimilar to thofe which are 
now employed, were call: at Amft^rdam for the printing-houfe'at Mofeow |. The lan- 

■ . . , -I 

• Befidea th^ RufTuns, the Sclavonians dwelling in Dalmatia, and in the iflands under tlie dominion of 
Venice, who are of the Greek religion, ftill ufe tlie Cyrilian charafters. The fame were employed by all 
the nations of Hungary . Sclawnia, Croatia, Dalmatia, and others in the Anilrian territories; but as the. 
Roman Catholic perfualioii has gained ground amongll them, they have lately begun to adopt the Roman 
letters; while the Sclavonian people fub|e6t to the Tvirks, namely, the Inhabusutts of Albania, Seryia,*BoC. 
nia, Bulgaria, wlio are of the Greek religion, preferve^he Cyrtliaii alphabet. The Btihemrans, who fowl • 
after their firft conyarfion «ioitted the Greek Kligion, and were afterwards turned by the Germans to tt»; 
Roman Catliolic feift, ufe the German or Gothic clir.v.Aers, which were alfo in ufe among the Poles, emi^y 1 
indebted to the Germans for the firft iutroduftiorfof chriftianity among them; but the Poles have lat^, in. 
moft of their. Jmblicaiions, adopted ,thc Roman alphabet. See the preface to the Keue SkvonifcK urii 
Diutche Grammatik, printed at Vienna, 1774. , i. 

f'Effaifurla Bibliothequc, p. 92. 

/ 4 $ce a Specituen (»the RiiSkn c^aradlcrs iii vol u. book HI. chap. 5. 

'' 4 ; ' ■ ■ guage‘ 
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Ipiag^ in which the church-fervice is ftill performed, is the fame which was fpokc#i ift 
the ninth century by the Sclavonians fettled on the banks of the Danube, in the coun- 
tries;how called Hungary and Bulgaria, from whom the Ruffians are undoubtedly d&. 
fcended. The tranflation of the pihle made in thaf century being ftill in general ufe, 
has afcertained its original, hnd preferved it in its priftine ftate; and it is reitarkable 
that the feveral dialcds of Sclavonian, fuch as Polilh, Ruffian, and Bohemian, have a 
greater refemblance to this mother-tongue than to each other*. 

The Cyrilian alphabet employed by the Ruffian church is compofed of thirty-nine 
charafliers, fome of which contained, accordmg to our mode of Ipelling, three or even 
vfour confonanjs; but, as new modified in 1707, for common ufe, is reduced f to thirty 
letters. 

The Sclavonian, in its diSerent dialefts, is known through a larger extent of coun¬ 
try, and fpoken by a greater number of people, than perhaps any other language in the 
world. It is the native tongue in Bohemia, Moravia, Croatia, Carinthia, Carniola, 
Sclavonia, Bofnla, Servia, Albania, Dahnatia, different parts of Hungary and Bulgaria, 
Poland, and Ruffia, in a word, a traveller acquainted with that language would be 
underftood from the confines of Germany to the Sea of Kamtchatka. 

M’he Ruffian dialed of the Sclavonian, which is faid to be extremely rich and har¬ 
monious, has not, till lately, undergone any cultivation; having been chiefly c.>ufined 
to affairs of government, ecclefiaftical writings, and to unconueded chronicles and 
journals. 

Some authors, in confidering the fmall advances made by the Ruffians in the arts 
and fcicnces, when compared with the progrefs of the more enlightened nations in 
Europe, have erroneoufly attributed this deficiency to the effeds of climate, or to an 
innate want of genius. The latter affertion fcarcely deferves a ferious refutation; for 
ail intelledual improvement mull arife from culture, and the greater or lefs degree of 
knowledge mufl ultimately depend upon the greater or lefs degree of inftrudion. 
Befides, this illiberal refledion is fufficiently refuted by the bare mention of feveral il- 
luftrious Ruffians, who, amongfl: many others, might be feleded on this occafion: Phi- 
laretqs and Nicon; Sophia Alexiefna •, Prince Vaffili Galitzin, and Peter the Great; 
the learned Theophancs; the poeis Lomonozof and Sumorokof, aud Kherefkof} and 
the prefent hiftorian. Prince Sherebatof. * 

Witli refped to the objedion, that the genius of this nation has been fettered by the 
intenfe cold of the climate, if may be remarked: if climate has an invincible effed upon 
mankind, where ffiall we draw the line of the greateft intelledual ability ? Shall we 
fuppofe a point, in which the human mind is at its greateft perfedlon, from which, in 
proportion as it recedes, it gradually degenerates ? Is the influence of climate uniform, 
or cafual ? If uniform, why is modern Greece no longer the feat of arts and learning ? 
Why was Iceland once the chief repofitory of northern literature ? Why are the Swedes 
more enlightened than the Rufllans ? And why are not the Ruffians of Aftracan more 
civilized than thofe of Peterfburgh and Archangel ? If the effeds of climate are cafual, 
th^y^'are then counterbalanced by other circumftancesj and it ceafes to be a pofitive 
4:riterion of diftindion. ^ 

Many impediments arife from the government, religion, and particularly from the 
vaffalage of the peafants, which tend to check the diffufion of the arts and fciences, 
without the neceflity of having recourfe to a fuppofed want of genius, or to the elFed 

Schloftzer Prob. Ruf. Aa. p. 185, . 

Jlutfiaa Diaionaiy, 1778. In Charpenticre'a Grammar there are tkirty-two chaiaSew. 

of 
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of Sfimate. But inftead of combating theoretical reafonings, which have no foundation 
in faft or experience, I fhall haften to trace the rife and progrefs of Ruffian literature,, 
and take a curfory view of its prefent ftate. 

Whi|e feme authors deny the fmallefl; portion of Jiterature to the Ruffians, amyeven 
hold them incapable of any confiderable progrefs in fcieifcc; others,‘on the contVary, 
alTert, that they began to be enlightened even at fo early a period as during the reigns 
of Oleg and Igor *. The arguments in favour of this hypoihc'fi.s prove little more than 
that the Ruffians in thofe times were not unacquainted with the art of writing j and 
that they had compofed, or could repeat, a few ancient fongs, which celebrated tho 
military exploits of their Princes and leaders. But undoubtedly the whole nation was 
plunged in the groffe/t ignorance, and in a fituation not fuperior to that of the wandeT'? 
ing hordes who now inhabit Independent Tartary. It is laid of Svatoflaf, the foil of 
Igort; “ On his march he carried with him no baggage-waggon, no kitchen furni¬ 
ture ; his Ibod was the flelhof horfes and other animals, juft warmed over the fire; he 
had nof tent; his houfings ferved for a bed, and his laddie fof a pillow; the whole 
army followed Kis example.” A defeription which characterizes the chief of an unlet¬ 
tered Scythian tribe, and not the fovercign of a people in whom the fmalleft traces of 
the arts were fbund. And although perhaps the knowledge of the Sclavonian alphabet 
might have been brought into Rull^a by a few chriftians, who were drawn to the court 
by Olga, the wife of Igor; yet the firft introduction of literature muft be afcrlbed to 
Vladimir the Great, on his converfion to chriftianity in 988; who inftituted. fchools, 
and paffed a decree J to regulate the mode of inftruCting youth. Under the aufpices 
of his fon Yaroflaf, who afeended the throne in 1018, many learned prielts were in¬ 
vited from Conftantinople, various Greek books tranflatc.l into the Ruffian tongue, and 
hymns and other poetical verfions of thePfalms fung in the churches. He alio cibib- 
liihed a feminary at Novogorod for three hundred ftudents, and gave to that repqjilic 
the firft code of written laws. This dawn of letters was obfeured by fubfequent cala¬ 
mities, and fucceeded by a long darknefs of three centuries, during which the nation 
was fubjeCt to the Tartar yoke. The Chriftian religion, however, tended in this, as 
well as in moft other countries of Europe, to preferve fome fmall remains of literature 
in the fchools of the monafteries. Each convent fortunately became an afylun/for the 
prefervation, though not for thediftufion of knowledge; and in this period of barbarifm 
and ignorance, many monks were diftinguiihed for their erudition. 

1 

2- Oli g, probably *hc nephew of Rune, 
Gseat-Duke or rt gent during the w’nority 
of Igor. 


5. Yaroeolk, died 980. 6 . Vladimir the C;i-at, reigned 980 ; died 1014. 


7. Yaroslaf, 1053. 

+ Jonrn. St. Pet. for 1781, ]p.nrt I. p; 151. 

J This curious decree Itill exilts iu the Ruffian tongue, and Istranflatedinto French by Bachmeifter, in' 
his Efftti fur k Bib, &c. p. 9.. , 

Ptt 


* Ruric, entered Ruffia about 86a; died 879. 

I 

- 1 

3. Igor, died 9.55; married Olga. 


4. ^vatoslaF, died 974. 
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0 a tJi$ fiaal ^expulfion of the "Tartars by Ivan VaffiUevitch I, in the piddle ©if thb 
i5thJCeMaiy» Ruffia gradually emerged from this ftate of darknefs, and contiimed im¬ 
proving in dvilization and culture, under the patronage of the fucceeding fovereigns, 
parKcolarly Ivan II. Boris Godunof,' the two fird tzaVs of the line of Romariof, and 
the princefs SojAia. But it.was jfiot till the asra of Peter the Great that lettefe, which 
had been chiefly confined to the regular clergy, began to be cultivated by the laity j a 
fure lign,that the nation was advancing to a more general ftate of improvement, 

A review of the lives and works of the moft eminent writers, who have contributed 
to refine the language, ami diftufe a tafte for fcience, wull aflilt in tracing the progrefs 
of literature, and afeertaining its prefent ftate. 

In this inquiry I fliall confine myfelf principally to Hiftory and Poetry. 

Ruflia can boaft the earlieft hiftorian of the North; for,' at a period when Poland, 
Sweden, and Denmark, were unlettered; when even the annalills of Iceland were 
mute; a monk of the convent of Petcheriki at Kiof was compiling the hillory of 
Rufth, * 

This annalift, whofe fecular name k not known, was born in io.f 5 , at Bielozero, 
and in the nineteenth year of his age alTumed the inonaftic habit, and took the name 
of Neftor *. At Kiof he made a confiderable proficiency in the Greek language, but 
I'eemstohave formed hisftyle and manner rather from the Byzantine hiftorians, Cerde- 
nus, Zonaras, and Syncellus, than from the ancient clafllcs. The time of Neftor’s 
death is not afeertained ; but he is fuppofed to have attained an advanced age, and to 
havedied about the year 1115. 

His great work is his Chronicle with an introduftion^ which contains a (hort flcetch of 
the early ftate of the world, taken from the Byzantine writers, a geographical deCcription 
of Ruflia, and an account of the Sclavonian nations, tie then enters upon a chrono¬ 
logical feries of the RulTian annals, from the year 858 to about 1113. His ftyle is fimple 
and unadorned, fuch as fuits a mere recorder of facts; but his chronological exadtuefs, 
though it render his narrative dry and tedious, contributes to afeertain the mra and 
authenticity of the events which he relates t- 


Fo'’the account of Neftor, fee principally Muller, S. R, G> V. p.6; and Scliloetzcr’s Probe Ruflif- 
che Anpalen; which accurate-and iiiiereftiog work 1 have cliieliy followed, as ihc great fourcc of informa¬ 
tion relative to the early annalills of Ruilia. 

f A cbmpeteut judge thus expreffes himfclf with regard to this performanA: 

Ntlior’a chronicle is unique ia its kind. For all the other >Sclavohian people, fuch as the Poles, Bohe¬ 
mians, Illyrians, feg. cannot produce any writer who can in the fmalkft degree contend with the Ruffian an¬ 
nalift in antiquity, minutenefs, accuracy, and truth, tie was fo highly efteemedin Raffia, and the fubfe- 
quetit witters were fo convinced his fidelity, that in fpeaking of the iarae times, they adopt his very 
v;ord«, or make only the fmalleft alterations. 

“ I will not prejudice the readers in their judgment concerning the authenticity of this annalift ; and t 
am convinced, that whoevo'.pcrufes his work, will at pnep drt him the jufttce which he deferves. I allude 
to thofetcaders only who do not acknowledge any othet hiftoties than thofe which are derived from the moft 
efteemed fources f and who know holy tp’dillkiguifli with critical c-xa^tnefs the purity of thofe fources. 
But 1 do not addrefs myfelf to thpfe who have pot hitherto Been acquainted with any other writers, on the 
early times of the Ruffian hiftory than ^Hcrbwftein and Petrems; place the introduflion of the art pf 
writing 'into Ruffia fo late as the i tth century; who hold the fucobmon pf the Ruffian fovereigns to be 
unknown, at leaft uncerta.in, until the lime Ivan Vaffilievjtch t who^ronfider this long period as totally 
obfeure, in which no chronicle affords to the dilcernifig hiftorian; who draw theiP’whple knowledge 
of Ruffian hiftory from Btiahlenberg. l£maire, La Combe, and from the ftill more wretchedeompilera^ of 
the articlfe Ruffia in the Univerfal Hiftory; Thpfe readers will not indeed be eafily induced to efteem,' as 
authentic, the rptatioas-of a monk, whofe writings (how the inaectirac, of the above-mentioned authors, 
and confute at once their whole account of Ru(]^ during the middle ages,” "Sehloetzer. Ruffi Ann. p. aa." 

■ '' ' It' 
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ttolu It would b? tedious to etiuiolerate the mious chromicles, journals c# th^ e#att« 
books of genealoCT, public records, ftateppapers, and other fitriilar fources of infbr » 
matiooi both of his and fucceeding times; which the libraries contain in fiich abanda^e 
as t& aftonilha Itranger, who by falfe'reprefentatiatis'niky have been niifled to concoivd 
that* the Ruflians are defideat in drigipai documents. 

Among the perfons who, pofteHor to Nicom have moftly contributed to promote 
feience by their e)famplc and protection, and who may be claffed among the biftorians, 
mull not he omitted Thcophanea Prokopovitch, mefropolitan archbilhop of Novogorod. 
This learned prelate wasj:be fon of a burgher of Kiof; he was born on the 9th ot June 
1681, and baptisaed by the name of Ehma. lie commenced 'his ftudies under his 
'unde Theophanes, rcClor of the feraiiury in the Bratikoi Convent at Kiof, and 
was well grounded in the rudiments of the Greek, Latin, and Hebrew tongues. 
Though his uncle diechin 1692, be completed his education in that feininary, and in 
the eighteenth year of bis age, travelled into Italy. Hi* retided three years at Rome; 
where, befides a competent toowledge of the Italian, he acqukred a taftc for the fine 
arts, and improved hrmfeli in philofoplty and divinity. * 

On hib return to Riof, he read Icftures on the Latm and Sul.ivoiifiin poetry in the fe* 
tnioary, and, Iiaving aflumed the monadic hab t,♦digged hia name to Theoplianes, 
Belore he attained the a5th year of his age, be was admitted piaefecl, the fecond office 
in the feminary, and profeflbr of pluloiophy. In‘1706, hedithnguiffied httnfelfbya 
Latin oration before Peter the Great, and ftill more by afennou, which, in 1709, he 
preached before the fame monarch alter the battle ot.Puhava. Having once attraded 
the notice, heibon acquired the protection of Piter, who, captivated with his great ta¬ 
lents, fuporiot learning, and polite addrefs, leleftcd htiri for a companion in the 
enfuing campaign againli the Tuiks; a *fure prelude to lus future advancement. In 
1711, Theopbanes was nominated abbot of the monattry of Bratflcoi, redor of the 
Iciftinary, and profegbrof divinity. His cenfures againft the ignorance and indolence of 
the Ruffian clergy, and bis endeavours to proniop* a tafte for polite literature among 
his brethren, rendered him a fit inftrument in the hands of Peter for the reformation 
of the church, and the abolition of the pStriarclial dignity. He was placed at the head 
of the fynod, of which ecclefiallical eftablilhmcnt he bimlelf drew the plan, was created 
in 1718 biffiop of Plefcof, and in 1720 afchbiihopof the fame diocefe; foon after the 
acceffiopof Catherine he was confecrated arthbiffiop of JNovogorod, and Metropo¬ 
litan of eH Ruffia, and died m I736. . 

Befides various fermobs and theologi&d dUquifitions, he wrote a treatife on rhetoric, 
and on the rules of Ijatin and Scfavo.uan pfv try J he compqfcd verfes in the Latin lan¬ 
guage, and w'as author of a work, for which he is chiefly mentiohed in this plAcc, the 
_ Life of Peter the Great, which terminabts with the battle of 'l^ultavtu In this perfbr- 
' mance the prelate has, notwith(landing his pa<ural partiality to hfs benefaQ:or, avoided 
^that fcurrilous abufeof the.contraij p.H y which frcmipntly dffgfac^ the belt hiftorieS, 
and has been particnlarly candid in hvs account of Sophia.' Peter employed him in 
^pmpofing the decrees i/hich conccTUed theological qucltfens, and even many ^hich ro- 
hjted to civil affairs. _ • ' ' 

'i'hpophancs not only cultivated the fcJcncos, and prOpiPted them during his life, but 
Iikcwife left a legacyoo his c<?«otrytn^, 'for tpet furtjher progrifa after his dtceafe, by 
montaining and fupei intending the educntloa of figty ’|p his'eptfdopal palace. 
Uiider his au{pice% they were mftrufled in fiM'%n*hfngpSKes, Iho in^arious^|)ra»dief 
of p'oUte^J^owledge, which .bad been hithsrtd eenfared py roAjjef ns pwB&oi a^ui- 

“ fitionS]} 
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fuiolks : thas trMifnn‘4tang thtwys of loarabg tp illuibaate future ages and a djftant 
pofterity*, ‘ ■ 

^ ITfaotigh Ruflia hHlifflrto abounded b chronicles and anoals relative to detached pe- 
nod8;',y©t^ excepting a dry detail rjf fafts compiled for the ufo of Alexey Michaelo^<tch, 
it poffcflfed no regular and conneiEled hiftory. ':fhe firtt attempt towards fuch ft t?ork 
undertaken by Prince'Rhilkof. 'Em noblentan i, dcfrcnded from an ancient 
ibnily, had diftingutihed bhnfelf a&embaffador to ieveral foreign courts, belU’e he was 
deputed, in tyoo, to "Stochholm. ' He accompanied Charles Rll. in hisddceiu upon 
the Me of Zealand} pud on the enfuing truce of Travondhal, bc-tweetf Swedtn and 
Denmark, Teturned to Stockholm, on the lytli of September, at the eve of the rup¬ 
ture which broke out between theSwedifli and Ruffian motiarcbs. ''Ilia charaderdf 
embaflador, deemed facred by the law of nations, could not protect him from the rc^ 
fentment of Charkb XII.} and, on the aoUiol the fame month, he was afrefted and 
impiifoiicd. 

As an amuH meni during bis captivity, which was long and rigorous, and at the re¬ 
quell oi hib felldw-prifouer prince Trubetikor, ke began an abridgment of the Ruffian 
liilloj y, from the earlieft period to his own time ; and after a confinement of eighteen 
yean-, expired in his prifon of Weftcrob, when he was on the point of being releafed. 

His work called the ** Kernel of the Ruflian lilllory,” is a mere abridgment, and 
was pubiiflied in 1770 by Mr. Mullcf. It forms only one volume in oilavo, and contains 
feven books: the firll commences with the creation of the world, and ends with the 
foundation of the R uffian empire under Ruric; the remaining fix carry down the hiftor) 
to the year 1713. During lome pait of hib confinement be was penUitifd to receive 
from Mbfeow, books, extrads trom clyoniclcs, and a fuq^ date-papers; but as he coulc 
not obtain the neceflary documents To well as on the fpot, hib performance unayoidablj 
containjs occafional errors, many of which he judicious editor has correded. 

In 1720, VaffiU Tatilchef, who had more opportunities of obtaining information, 
began to colled materials for a complete hiftory of Ruffia, and continued his refuarchet 
without intormiffion for ipirp? years. The indefatigable compjier fiuiftied bis account tc 
the reign oI Feodor Iifatiovitch, ^nd was bringing it down to this century, when deatl! 
put a period to his Sdadurs. Rart of tliis great Work was confumed by fire, and<the re¬ 
mainder was pubHCbed after the author’s death by Muller. It confifts of three volume^ 
in quarto. The firft contams fevcral curious differtations relative to the antiquity of the 
Sclavonian natidh}.the fccond and third comprife the hiftory cf the Ruffian empire, 
from its earlieft ori^n'to 1237. > It can hardly be called a regular hillq^ry, but is rather 
a conncQed feries of chromdes, wbofe antiquated Sclavoni-m diakds are merely 
changed into the Ruffidn idiom}, and the author Is juftly c«nfured for not regularly ci¬ 
ting the various annalifts as he abridges or n«iw models lluim, and for not alligning tli^ 
xeafone wha^h induced hira.to prrfer the writers whofe relations ho has adopted, to iliofc 
which he has rejected ’ j . ^ 1 

Since TaiifChef, jfeveral writers § havepublifhed colleiftions of ftate-papeix and-other 
docutflentiS} but the honour of compdfing a complete hiftoiy of this country a^ipi'oba- 

bly 

« For th« hiftory- jf Theojjh«n« X hare fittlov ,d iippllcitly Mollcr, whofe fidelity and acenraCy 
appear to ihc utiqoiilwnablc. Sea S. II. G V. p*j64. 

t See bach. Rnir. Alb* for 1777, p,78-<«7. .r r 1- * 

- ± Bach. Rufif. Bib for^ijy^, p. 43} alfo for IMy, p. tt6. L'flvefqoe, vol. i p. *xal 

« Paiticwl irly Novikofi.in liia anpient Rnffian Library, in ten volumes, a wprlc thus chaAilvtfed bp 
JL’ dveiuue; Recueil de piecet otiginaki et auihentiqucl, tii ees dcs cabipcts et des aruhirea t on v trouve 

9-* dee 



Bit Obti\ 'tiutnLC tN 

^ ^ ^ M * ^ (*»** ' 

% ftfmei^for jiriftce $!i‘(?if6batofj v 5 »b, estj^ 

tIwtt,ifflyoth«r'ipetf<sn^oviiat'dsintiftrttifigthil'RM^^ f /i '“iViV* t 

This Icatned ttobletmn is wUtor of fefmi,i woi-fes t a Jauma! of t%;©p ihg 
A vb^s* <?bartt), ^hkh he fouuii In th^ archives, Un(i4>«)?JHl»«a' bf Of 
oMfiita of eight books, «five <5)f which-were coifefted by himffff*'%T 
volume begins v»ith the infurreOiott <a the Sbfl^itzHSs in i 60 t and 
the %pgd cotlclbJes with the peace of Nyftadt m i ta i. The learned wjitor fees ad^ 
feve^aJ comarks, and feme important pieces |From wte Rnffiaa arcMves. The R'uiliBn 
Hiftti/ryf by an AndtSht Apnalift, frbm the beginning of the reign of Vbdimir M^o- 
id^icsi, in j 114 to 4472, in ,which the author dwells on the citMl feaids of Novpgpiodi, 
■ond iw lubJe^ion*t6 Ivan Vailllfevitch I. The Life of Peter the threat, in t^te Ituflian 
language, deft publilhedat Venice, which ihn ^^rinec roprinted in. 1774, and cnrialjftd 
with hiftoiical observations** Hh> own works are, ait Account of the RuiBaja Impoftois; 
•aractogft thefe is th^ lifp of Bgmetifus, chiefly drawn from the fources contuUod by 
Mdtkr'iA hb rektioa of the rahie period* Bdtthis noble author’s giysat work is*tha 
l^ftory Ruflfei, frbin the pariieft times. He has alfeady publifhcd throp volmn.-s in 
quarto, whi^h f^dlhed whh the rdgn of Demetrius Doniki, who died in 13S9. I have 
read with great plcafure the German tranflation of this performance, which is a tnofl \a. 
iuable addition toISle hHlory of the North. The aUtiior had Sfecefs to the imperial 
archives j he dri^ws hislnfsirroation from the moft Undent and unqueftionablo'fources, 
is exadi in quoting his auihOritiesj, and ranges the eventsdn chronological order with 
great perfpictdly. 'A writer, who confuhed many chronides dted by jtmS hiftoriam, and 
wh(%.has givpa to thooublic tlift moil complete hiftory of Ruma yet extant, ihus (peaks 
of this work: ,The author always cites hb authonties. 1 have verified a treat num¬ 
ber of bis rejforcnjdbs, and h#r^fe always dilpovured his aecuracy. If the firfi cnarader of 
ah biflorian is the loVc of truth, the iwittcc deftrves the greateft praifc’*.” 

'Although tWs dilbutfition is confined to the nativh writers; yet I cannot avoid men- 
tioidng Vollture'd Life of Peter the Great, as it is the Work from whiah moft 'foreign 
nations hgve^rmed' ^hdr ijjeasof Rutfiaj whUh many Fi\nch and Englilh auibois 
have for vilely'copied, dnlil it is i^nfidired as a ftandard boo^, and paiticubriy as the 
atmlpr^forrais us ip the preface; ** L4 rtwr lic Peicrfltourgt fefc. ajiitt p^irvmr a P/m/- 
tof^ fharg 4 ^ cj^ outrage ttus la dotvnieiu at^hgnikm, // n*a krft qUe fur dk pnuhcs 
<■> < ^ 

woll-informedt Ruffians, althouglt this work idolfeps their hero Peter the 



dtf^’fflOi^aSl tfe» (ttvj>orWi«>rt.*’ Vol i p.iftttv. The'^Sdeniyof J}clkiw«kaij|lb|myif!w(i ajihi'ftoii- 
nl JtHiwtiWPry mosth, hom to *765.* ©f mi, qJttUdoa ** m 

--L iiaim& <flf WftoN}| 5 ? tiij-miaitnaiw, la il»at 5«5 tiaupgm j>j|.de/an^ Jdul. 
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■ of PcW| I? aImftA &i^ devoid <tf aiidAliAon as of rdifkrtljl&t'o, and this iket<ih% the bal 
eot^tamb^, as 'arell as the ttioft inacettmte of hK fe^Ao^cal pieces. 

®fo iti i^gard td thdfc'CVuotsVhiefe <hd not {nteifetie with ERitabcth*' 
|>rti<ltdicjS; hr either did not exatnlAe, br d!4 not Icjltew, fomc of tho bell and moij 
attthetttiG tnatwais oSmmunfeated Aom J^'trrfbiirgh *% Fjoui tUelc ciitcutnft.mcc'S m 
litay affeht to the troth of theCenfure paffed, bvfiie lively writer upon .his own perfonn* 
aheej-« h(*n he faid» ** Jefetat fda t<i)nh, ry^t qm a i qHIh itnre PiuMokt Ja 

If Grofid t.”' f * * ' f ‘ ^ 

Of 'he Ruihan pbetrjT previous to this century, thd only fposffpiens ■'Vcfc a few andlent 
fongs, A'tno occafjbpal copies of verfes, dud a piaher, <ib.Tip»i?4'by tli(' monk ftijmeon 
Pblotfld* printed ift jPdofeow ip i68o. To ulo the exprolilons of tfie epic wriipr l£heraf< 
kof, “ the htiifos watted till the reign 6l^lPetv*r the Orcat, to make their appddrance in 
Riilikt hefore Ms time were indeed afotrpoci>, but their cofepofitions were more 
1 li) m< $ than verfes, and even dm ing his r» igh the art was lUll in ifs infancy. ‘At Irtish 
canv Lomononof^l/* &c. TbopphanCs had indt'od ri'ad lefturoson tlie-rules of 
tonhw. or Rdffian*vcrfe; Prince Kantemir, Itinlkr, Trcduiofski'j and a few others, had 
compof'cl} but there were no poets of oittineuce before Loraonoaof and Sfltnorokof. 
A Ikctch thereioire of tho lives and writings of ihefe two authors, a fliort account of the 
Kuflkn ftage, and a few remarks oil the compojSthms Of Kheralkof, will convey to the 
reader feme idea of the ri(e,'prOffirers,* and ftatO of poetry In this empire. ^ 
LomonoAof the ^reat refiner wt iiis nativtS tongue, was the fon of a ftShmonger at 
Kolmogori: he was bora in ly 11, and lortnnatdiy taught tp read j a rareinftanefe for 
a pelf' a of lo low a ftation In Ruflia. His natural genuiS tor poetry was lirfl: kindled 
by tlic perufd of tht> Song of Solomon, done hrfc vt ifeb' Polotiki, wfio/e rude com- 
pofition*', pa hips Icaicily fuperior rb our veifionol fhePfehns byStemhold and Hop¬ 
kins, mlpucd him with an iirefiftible palfion for the laufek. He fled from his father, 
who would have compelled him to many, and took lefuge in af*mt>iiaftc'ry^at Mofeow* 
w here ho hid an opporturli y of iadulgirig his lafte for letters, and ftudying the Greek and 
Latin languages. In this fi ipinary he ma Jc futh confidcridile progrofs in polite litera¬ 
ture, as tq be patronifed by ihetiiiperial At ad£'*ny of Sciences. In 1736, he was fent, at 
ihecxpfenceof that fociet5% to theuniverfity ofMarburghinlleffc-CaHei, whcrehe ftpdied 
under fhe ceWwat d Chiiftkn Wolf, tsniverfal grammar, rhetonc, and philofophy. Ho 
continued at Marburgh fou*' ycaia, and applied himfclf with indefatigable dilig^ce to 
chymiftry, vrhich he aftprwAiJs pm‘fued‘wtfth Ai|i gri<ater fueoefa, under the famou^ 
Hentkel, at Freyburgh fo Saatony, In ly/jf, he n'turned IiHo Ruffia„^wa8 cholcn in 
1744 adtuiiCf to the Imperial t^cademy, ana in ihe enfuifig yptf!- m^ber w that fociety, 
and prefefTor of chymUtry. iH 1760, he was app sinted infp^6!cn‘ m the feminary, then 
annex^'d to the Academy j In 1^64, he was gratified by*lhe Emprefs with the title of 
counfellor of ftfite, and died Ort the 4th of April Hhat yehr, in the fifty-fodlcfh year of 
his age. ” 


* JSttfoliing lias puhltaud. ill Ap tjiiid volmtlof his ** Mfnaaire fitf ta V|e 

du Tfaref4fit» Akw f'etTOWjoh.'* Tliw wtinoii, lay the editor, wa. ftnt to Vdlt#u*c beloiehe bdjfarfto 
write his Hiftdry vf Radws » Ivin fet'* os a jwioof ho'v htUe that writer-cmpliiyed the autheniic parpen 
tranfroitted to hij« * Vol. «J- p. 104. Muller ahi) charges Vokaiie witti sot paying fufficieutattiEntwa to 
ihe pspm which cosfittiinicatw froiia the fflojl oaji^pljttd* awhonties, Baf, xvi. p, 35*. ^ 

f CItedby L’Eve%ie,i^. j, p. 30. ^ « 

I Pfjiicfe totoensilvoPn^poten oa the Batdj of Tchtfmc, qtijited in Bach. Ruff, Bib. for 4774 

p. 40 t. 
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lomonoBof excelled ia various kinds of compofitbn j but His ttiief m^it is d^ved 
from his odes. . Tho firlt was written (n 1739, while he ftudied'yj Oerhiany, on the 
capture of Kotfchin, a fortrefs of Grim Tartary, by Marflial Munic. The odes of Lo- 
mottozof are greatly admired for originality of invMtion> fublin^y of featiment, and 
enfcrgy of language, and ceftnperJate tor their turgid ftyle, by that fpirit and fire, which 
are the prindpal .characteriftics in this fpecies of compofitlon. Pindar was his great 
inoj|ilelt*atnd if wc may give credit to a perfon * well verfed in the Ruffian tongue, he has 
ftfecjee^'in this daring attempt to imitate the Theban bard, without incurring the cen« 

^ fu»e of Horace |. In this, as well as feveral other fpccies of cnmpofition, he. enriched 
his native langu^c with various kinds of metre, and merited the'appcllation beftowed 
'*bn him, “ I’he either of Ruffiai Poetry.” 

A brief recapitulation of the principal works of Lomonozof, printed in three volumes 
oflavo, will (hew the verfatility of his genius, and his extenfive knowledge in various 
,braacheS\Cff literature: 

The firft volume, bc.n Je a preface on the advantages derived to the Ruffian tongue 
from tile ecclefiaftical writings, contains ten ficred and nineteen pan^yric odts, ami 
feveral occafional pieces of poetry. 

The fecond comprlfcs an Effay, in prole, on the rules of Ruffian Poetry; tranfiation 
of a German ode; Mylls ; Tamira and Selim, a tragedy j Demophoon, a tragedy; 
Poetical Rpffile on the Utility of Glals; two cantos of an epic poem, intit led Peter 
the Great congratulatory copy of verfosj an (Jde; tranflatioii of B.iptidc Ronf. 
{can’s ode, Surk £«»/><//r;vlleads of a courle of lectures on Natural Philofophy; certain 
paflages, rranfiated in verle ami profo, according to the originals, from Cicero, Erafmus, 
Lucian, JElian, Ammianus Marcellinus, Quintus Curiius, IJoraer, Virgil, Martial, Ovid, 
Horace, and .Seneca, which'Ruffian tranllations were brought as examples in his Lcc- 
tyres upon Rhetoric; laftly, defeription of the Comet which appeared in 1744. 

The third volume confids chiefly of fpceches and treaiifes read before the academy; 
panegyric on the Emprefs Elizabeth; on Peter the Great; treatife on the advantages 
of chymiflry; on the phenomena of the air, occafioned by the eleftrical fire, with a 
Latin tranfiation of the fame; on the origin of light, as a new theory of colours; me¬ 
thods to determine with prccifion the cotirfc of a veflel; on the origin of metals by the 
means of earthquakes; Latin differtaiion on folidily and fluidity; on the Tranfit of 
Venusrin tyfi', viih a German tranfiation 

BefideS tbefe various fiib}('£fs, Lomonozof made no inconfiderable figure in hiftory, 
haying publifiivd t'' 0 fmall works relative to that of his own country. The firft, ftylcxi 
Annals of the Ruflun Soverngn*, is a Ihorl chronology of the Ruffian monarchs; the 
fecond is the Ancient Oillory of Rufiia, from the origin of that nation to the death of 
the Great Duke Varoflaf I. in 10154; a performance m groat merit, as it illuftrates rtie 
moft difficult and obfeure pciiod in the annaft. of this counti7. 

Lomopozof wasaffo an admirer of the arts; made fomc proficiency in painting, and 
diftiaguiflied himfelf by Copying in mofaic. The portraits of ihe regent Anne and Peter 
tfiy Xhird, done by Lomonozof in mofaic, arc ftill preferved in the gallery at Oraiii- 
enHauin. 

* L'Enfqi’.*, who fayi of him, ” II tft puit-itre le fful eniule dc Pindare.’* • 

. -j Pindariim qiiHqiip (lu<Vt sfinulari,” L* 0 (lt tk Lomoiiofof fit wnm>!tre aiix Ruffes le» Vcilta- 
khs cqki. de Id h.iriiK nic I <* Ckic. ' 

% Ml Damafltlii, who puhlifiud thf". compktt edition of Lomonorof’s works, tecfirrd from the Emprefs 
t of io...!' 5 tc Ruff. Rib.for 17S4, p, 33?! ■* 

Alexander 
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Alexander Sumorokof, juftly denominated the founder of the Ruffian tlieatre, next 
to LomonoXof, principally contributed to refine j:he poetry of his country. But before 
I give a detail of his life and writings, 1 fhall introduce a fhort account of the Ruffian 
Rage, becaufe a view of the Rate in'which he founJ the national theatre * will difpkiy. 
his powers in dramatic compofition, * * ’ • ‘ 

Before the asra of Peter the Great, almoft the only f dramatic rt-prefen tat ions in Ruf- 
fia were exhibited in the monaReries Kiof and Mofeow; wltere the (ludcnts per¬ 
formed occafionally an Affus Oraiorih, or fcriptural hiftory. 'I'he learned Demetrius 
Tooptalo|, nietropoHtar\ archbifltop of Roflof, was highly difUnguiffied for compofing, 
in the tafte of the times, fcriptural hiRorics in verfe: The Sinner an allegory ; Eflher 
and Ahafucrus; The Birth, and the Refurreflion of Chrilt. At the commencement of 
this century, thefc pieces were the fafhionablc reprefentations, not only in convents, but 
at court, even fo late as the beginning of Elizabeth’s reign. 

The Rudents of furgery in the hofpital at Mofeow gave the firft public performance 
exhibited by the laity, in the great hall, where they raifed a Rage, and ufed fcrcenS for 
the fccnery. Staehlin §, who was prefent at orte ohthele exhibitions, the fubje£t of which 
was Tamerlane, infoims us, that nothing could be more grotefque and ridiculous; and 
relates an inftance of profane ribaldry introduced into one of the fciiptural pieces, too 
grofs to be mentioned. The fame author remembers to ijjue Icen at Peterlburgh the 
Empref&’s grooms aQ in a Rill more wretched manner, either in the hay-loft of the im¬ 
perial flabh's, or in an unfurniflied houfe. ASors of this fort ufed alfo to perform every 
year for the amufement of the common people: they had no regular theatre, but were 
acciiRomcd to play in different parts of the city. At dufk, a paper lantern was hung 
from the window, and two huntfmen’s horns were blown, '0 announce a comedy for 
the evening ; the entrance money was from {d. to 2d.; and the fpettators ufualJy re¬ 
mained two hours to hear every fpecies of nonfenfe and ribaldry. Such was the Ra^f 
of the Ruffian Rage when Sumorokof brought out his firR tragedy of Koref. 

About the fame time the firR regular Ruffian theatre was opened at Yaroflaf, under 
the diu'dion of the celebrated ador Feodor Volkof, the Garrick of Ruffia, whofc talents 
for the Rage were equal to ihofe of'Sumorokof for dramatic compofition. Volkof was 
ion of a tradesman at Yaroflaf, and born in 1729 ; having difeovered early proofs of 
great abilities, he w is font to Mofeow, where he learnt the German tongue, mufic, and 
draw'iiig. His father dying, and his mother marrying a fecoad huiband, wlio had 
cRablifhed a manufaftory of faltpetreand fulphur, he applied himielf to that trade j and 
going upon the bufinefs of his fathe'--in-law to Peterfliurgh about the year 1748, his 
natural inclination for the Rage led him to frequent the Gcrmra phys, and form an 
intimate acquiiintance with fome of the attors. 

Oft his return to Yaroflaf, he conRruded a Rage in a large apartment at his father- 
in-law’s houfe, painted the feenes, and wkh the affifiance of his four brot|iers, aded 

• It doi» not epter into my plan to trace die introdwdluin and progufs of the German, ItaHao, and 
French players in Ruifia. 1 ihall only olferve, that m the nign of Piter the Great, the firtt fit of German 
adora played at Feltiftnrgh t fome Italian perforimr. 'irft made tli< i appeauince in lytc, and the Preitlh 
comedians in 174a. For further infoimation on ihh ful itcl, the readir is relcrrtd to Stdthhii’s Gef. des 
Theatres in Riifslaisd, in Hay gold, or Scl lot tail’s Biylage, vol i. p. 400. 

•j- We may except tlje r prefintntiuns at coiiit duiiog the minoilty of Peter the Great, when fomeof 
Molim’s plays, tianflatcd into the Ruff an tongue, were adted in the Ikguofpatlko convent j among whet 
ptrfons ot dlllindion. the Piincifs Sophia pcrfoimid a part. 

I He died in 1709. , 

f See Gifthiiihe des Theatre! ia Ruftlmd, from which inginioua treatif* 1 have pnnelpallf take? thi*» 
account of the Ruffian Rage. ' i* 

2 before 



i)ie jMitJfcrtiage <rffCj!iUiaiine, and thcsila^aiies ot tlte adors vi/aui gradually jlncfealedUo 
'iijWjip r<?ub)e6 per annum, VoJbof and hiabrother‘u<re eriu6bl«sd» and j^ceived fjoiu 
tlldr puftjfela eftot^ in land t he pcrfod*^!©!!, for laft dme, at Moft ow, la 


tipal merit confiftciJ'JKi rcprefenting-.insuinel8. He waa tolerably verfed in mufif, and 
no ftldi^renj; poet, j * - 

His friend Sumorobof p^id an aSoiaiitg tabute to the memory of Volkof, who liad 
done ajpple juHice to Ws dwntuhic oompof|,d(SjS(e t ** Mclporiiene, unite thy tears with 
mine^ Jbunept and tear thy lodke. My iiaead is dead. ,Ai^u, my friend* foifo'w pc- 
ndtrales and diffolves my louh UTfe fojjree oi Hipf^crefto isdrtj«cn. O Rtt%! you 
po0<^^ a^^fecond Racipe! but thi* new theatre la ail^dy tone^ngdrcun ita foundations; 
and alllabours of a neotipry areUaftroyed i Volk«f is^ieparated from the MUiesfor 
cvcr.^-Tragedy has loft her fcmfldn and^hjff’poignard. ♦* Mdpomeae, bedtew his totub 
with iby tears'^.” 

Itie prophecy, however, of Suptprokof, which his en^nfiafin for the theatrical abilhites 
of this great a^(tf,'or his alSefdt^ fhr the metnoty pf hih fHeni^ led Mni to utter, 
h'om bmg futhiii^. vt^^he ftagc, though it /u^)94d,nwe<mridem>te iofs hr the dcaa^ 
Volkof, ftill fubfifte mvfpets under.the psqlefitoavff Ch(fbat|BeV 
cimend wbiqh 1 law amdng die fot^nil^ngs ast edhhr femkiadii^ itierc if 

noreafbptoapprehdpdtheWaattiiFable sSyof*/' » • " 

I Ti ye^a ffotii this digreffion i ^^capSjSr SMoriko^ ihh a$f |fet^ 5Si^»d>t>kof, 
aRufi^im'nobleluto, wals^l^ ti cm ihe Noyembcar, He re- 

cjcaved*^ ftrft ntdlthents of IeajQnn£,iii his hitb^’s^oilfe, wh«K« beafra ^^mmatteal 


If bdidr a ^mmatml 


knowledge of hie dative tongue, he Vtas tml ^otnidM* in t|»^ |!!.aah langut^e. Being 

t ♦ 3 L 6 CfeA,p. 8 i .4 . . 

' * t J[*hi8 account of $uiRtn!okQf b ehieflv taken from v Rwue ffacHrl^t vofl |ni Lcbea ji »4 4 er Stihdften 
de«,!epbi(ui 4 cr Peta»TOUli,Swaoft>kt» 4 ^lii Joura, ^fet. ^ 
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removed to the feminai7 of the Cadets at St. Peterfburgh, he profecuted his ftudies with 
unwearied application, and gave early proofs of his genius for poetry, lilven on holi¬ 
days, he would retire from his cotnpanious, w ho were engaged in play, and devote his 
whole lime to the peri-fd of the La«u and French Writers. 

The firft eflbrts of his genius were lovc-fongs, wh«fe tepdernefs and, beauty of ex- 
preflioh, till then unknown in the Rufllan longue, v/ere confidered ns prognoilics of his 

r.-A_ f__ \r\ .. _ _ 'C ^ . !_• . - - _ • . 1 T . /» n " 


future fame. On quitting the Temiuary, he w'as apprtintod adjutant, I’rft to Count Go¬ 
lovkin, and afterwards to Count Rnj'-omofriki; and being patroi.iaed by Count IVan 
Shuvalnf, was introduced by that Mtuceeas to Elizabeth, who took him under her pro- 
tecl'ion. About the tw'enty-riintb year of his age, an enthufiaflic fondI'.efs for the works 
of Racine, turned iiis genius to tlie drama, and he wrote the tragedy of Koref, whiclw 
laid the fountlation of the Riuriian themro. This piece was fird aclod l;y fome of his 
former fchool-matcs, the cadets, who had prcvioufly excrcifcd their talents in declama¬ 
tion, and in atiing a Frencli play. F.im.alielh informed of this new/ phenomenon in the 
tlrcatrical world, (n jered the tragedy to be exhibited in her prefence upon'a final! thea¬ 
tre of the court, \’.hcrc Cetman, Italian, and T'’rejnch plays had been performed. 'I’lie 
applaufc and difiindion which the author received on this occaiion, encouraged him to 
follow the bent uf his genius; and he produced fuccefiively Hamlet, Ariftona, Sinafand 
Truvor, y.emira, Btmifa, Vitfliclaf, the Falfe Den.ie'.rins, and Micillaf. Nor was Itis 
irsufe Icfs fertile in comedies, which ;v.^e, TrilTotinus, the Judge, the Difpute between (he 
Hulband. and Wile, the Guardian, the Portion acquired by Fraud, the Knvious Man, 
TariuHe, the Imaginary Cuckold, the Mother who rivals her Daughter, the Goflip, and 
the Tliree Rival Broihecs. He wrote alfo the operas of Alccfles, and Cephalus and 
Procris *. 


"With rcfpedl: to his tragedies, Racine wa.s his model; and his Ruffian biographer, 
who feems a competent judge of his merit, allow'S, that “ though in fomc inflances he 
attained all the excellence of the French poet, yet he failed in’many others; bufit 
would be uncaiidid to infift on fuch defedls in a writer who firft introduced the drama 
among his countrymen. I’hc French overlook in their Corneille flill greater faults." 
“ His comedies, continues the fame author, contain much humour; but I do not 
imagine that our dramatic writers will adopt him for their model; for he frequently 
excites the laughter of the fpedator at the cxpence of his cooler judgment f. Never- 
thelefs, they prefent fufficient psffiigcs to prove, that he would have attained a^greater 
degree of excellence in this line, had he paid more attention to paint our manners, and 
follow the talle of the beft foreign wTiters." . 

Befides dramatic writings, Sumorokof attempted every fpeci^'s of poetry, excepting 
the epic. He wrote love-fongs, idyls, fables, fatircs, anacreontics, elegies, verfions oi 


• His irngidk? are written in rliyme, in tlic Alexandrine vevfe, the fame as the French lieroic. His 
comedies are in 

f “ Weil es aiieh cin l.achcn gieht, nach wclchem der Z'lfdiaucr niclit wohl mit fich fdhft Zufi ferfeti ifl 
dafs er gelaclu hat.” Literally, *' liince heoocafions a lati{;l)ter, at which the fptdlator is not wellfatisfiid 
that he has laiiuheti.” Does the biographer n-.t; .1 hy tl^i^ p: il’agt, that the wit of Sumorokof yften 
too farcical, and dcgetjcrated into a low fpecies of liumt.iii ; 1 f I’o, let the author anfwcr for liintfelf. In a 

letter to Voltaire;,he coniplams that hi.s conntiymon had hogun,t» adopt that ivrntclied Ipecies of compo- 
iitbn, the fentinieiual comedy, iiii'tad of the wit -:,:J humour of Moliere ; and Voltaire agreed with him, in 
the following words ; *“ Je fouferis ciiiici emeni a tout ce qiie vous dixa de Molicreei de !a comedie Lav- 
moyantc, quTa la honie de la nation a i'uccede nu ftul Vtai getire coniujne poile^perfiAioh par I’inimitahic 
Moliere. Bach; Rnir. liib. fen 177S, p. 153. 

5 R the 
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the Pf^lms, and Fmdaric odes. Superior to Lotnonozof * in the compofitions ^ the ‘ 
drama, he was inkrior to him in Pindaric writings. ** Though his odes,'* adds his 
biographer, “ are diftinguiihed by eafy flow of verfification, harmony, fofme^, and 
grjrce} yet they are far from reacliifig that elevation and fire which charafterize thofe 
of itomonozof., Tliefe twq great poets had each their peculiar talents; the onedif- 
playcd all the rnajedy, itrength, and lublimity of the Ruflian tongue; the other all 
its narmony, fofinhfs, and elegance. Thu elegies of Sumorokof are full of tendernefs: 
hisidyl8*give a true pic^ujc ot the paftoral life, ii| all the plcafing fimplaty of untu¬ 
tored nature, without cl- feending to vulgarity, and may ferve as models in tjiis fpeciec 
of compofition, in all things excepting in fliift moralit},. fliS faiirc.^ are the beft in 
* tKj RuHian language, but arc extremely untqual, and deferve to have been wrought 
with more plan and regularity. In writing his fables, his pen fccms to have been 
guided by the Mufes and Guce.> | ; and I do uot hefitate, if not to prefer them, at 
leaf! to compare them with thofe of I'ontainc.” 

Sumorokof was alfo author of a few fhort and detached hillorical pieces. A Chro¬ 
nicle of Mofeow, in which he relates origin of that cii), and alfridgcs the reigns 
of its monarchs from Ivan Danilovitcfa to Teodor Alexii vitch; hift('r) of the firlt in- 
furreftion of the Sirelitz in ibSa, by which Ivan was appointed juiii; fovereipi with 
Peter the Great, and the Princefs Sophia regent; an account of Stenko Razin’b re¬ 
bellion. His ftylc in thefe pieces is laid to be clear and pcrfpicuou'’, but too flowery 
and poetical. 

Sumorokof obtained by his merit the favour and prolcftion of his fovereign. Elizt- 
beth gave him the rank of brigadier, appointed him direftor of the Ruflian theatre, 
and fettled on him an annual peiifion of 400I. Catharine created him couufcllor 
of Hate, conferred on him the order of St. Anne, and honoured him with many in- 
fiances of munificence and diftindion until his death, which happened at Mofeow, on 
the? iff of Odober 1777, in the 51 ft year of his age. 

“ With relped to his difpofitionj” fays his biographer, " this celebrated poet feems 
to have pofTefled a good and amiable heart; but his extreme fenfibilily, an excellent 
quality in a poet when tempered with philolbphy, occafiuned that fingulariiy and ve¬ 
hemence of charador, which gave fo much troub'e and unoafinofs to all his acquaint¬ 
ance, b\u particularly to himfelf. lie was polite and coiuk feendiug towards thofe who 
treated him with relpcd ; but haughty to thofe who bohaa^edi fo him with piidc. Ho 
knew lid deceit; he was a true friend and an open cnomyviSnd could neither forget an 
obligation nor an injury. Paffionate, and frequently mconfidcrate in his pmfuits, he 
could not broo^ the leaf! oppofuion, and regarded the mofl trifling circumflaucc as the 
greatefi evil. Ills extraordinary iame, the many favours conferred on him by thcEm- 
prels, the indulgence and veneration of his fricnd&> might have made liim extremely 
fortunate, if he had underflood the art of beingjTO. He had conceived a great, per¬ 
haps too great, an idea of the character and true%erit8 of a true poet; and could not 

* There wa* an unfortunate riva’ty between thefe two poets ’ cath wHhed to excel in the othfr’a line, 
and eacU failed in the attempt. The account of thii nvahy betwCto Lomonozof and Sumordkof might 
add aiiothci ai title for the aulhtr of Ltt Siuettlla Literairei n 

1 Thii opink),!! kemi to be gtotral s ‘SMais tous Its appLudjfferaents fa font rain?l in faveur de cea 
failles. Ou i.e peut Itur rtiuftr la premitre j^lwe aprta ctllff dc La FcItetB;ae„ L'Erefque. vol v. 

« 15.8 fable? peuvciit ttHcompaites a ce qu’on a fait de mitux dam ce genre, depuis J'inimitable La 
Fontaine,” Le Ckrc, p 77. ' 


endure 
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endnire to (ee with pwience this npblc and much-eftcemed aft, which had been confe- 
crati^ by Homer, Virgil, and other great men, profaned by pcrfons withouijiidgment 
or abilities. Thefe pretenders, he V'ould fay, fliock the public with their nonfenfe in 
rhyme, and clothe their monftrou^ cor.ceptions in .the drels of the Mufes. The public 
recoil from them with difguft and averfion ; and, deceived by their appearance, treat 
with irreverence thofe children of heaven, the true Mufes.* * ' 

The examples of Lomouozof and Sumorokof have tended to diftufe a fpirif of poetry, 
and a taftc for polite learning, ttpong the Ruffians, and they are lucccedod i)y»a numL 
rous band of poets *, Of thefe I fmnll only mention one writer, who has diflinguifficd 
himfelfbycorapofingthc fird cjiic poem in the Ruffi.m tongue. 

Michael Kherafkof, a peifon of a noble family, hat, excelled in feveral fpecies ofcoig- 
pofition. Ilis works are, a poem on the Utilijy ot Science, fevcral tragedies and 
comedies, Mndaric odes, anacreontics, fables, idyls, and fatires, a ronianco called 
Ariadne in Thebes, Nmua |*ompiUus, a poem, in four cantos, in honour of (he naval 
vidory over the 'I'urks at the battle of Tchclme. But the piece by which he has ac¬ 
quired the great^fl fai'ue, is zn epic poem in twelve cantos, called the Kossjada, writ- 
ten in lambic mealurc of lix feet i;i rhyme. TBe fubjeft tlie conqued of (.'afau by 
Ivan Vaffilievitch II. or, as the author has exprefl'ed fiinil'clf, “ I fing Ruffia delivered 
from the yokejjof barbarians; the might of the Tartars laid low, and thu'r pride 
humbled : I fmg the ftrifes and biopdy conflifts of ancient armies; Ruffia’s triumph, 
and Cafan’s fubjcilion.” This work is greatly admired by the natives, and may juftly 
be confidcred as forming an epoch in the hiilory of their poetry. Thi' general .plan 
feems well difpofed ; the events follow each other in a rapid but orderly fucceffion; 
and the imagination of the reader is kept alive-by frequcRt icciits ol terror, in which 
the author feems to excel. The fubjed is extremely interefling to the Rullians; and 
the poet has artlully availed hinifeU of the popular belief, by the introduftion of faints 
and martyrs for the machinery of his poem, Le Clcrc informs us, that this poani, 
while it contains feveral ftriking paflages of great beauty, is in many parts dcficieHt in 
harmony; a dcfefl:, he adds, which the author by retouching and correding, is capable 
of removing. 

Khcralkof has not failed of acq’uiring the rewards due to his extraordinary talents ; 
having been fucceffively appointed vicc-prefident of the college of mines, counfellor of, 
ftate, and curator of the univerfity of Mofeow. 

Lomonozof is a rare, and perhaps a Angle inftance of any Ruffian of low'degrec, 
not an ecclefiaftic, who attained to great eminence in literature. But probably fuch 
examples will ^on ceafe to he uncommon ; fince the fchools, initiruted by Catharine 
in every province of her wide-extended empire, will facilitate tlic acquifition of learning 
among the lower clafs of people; fince the zeal for inquiry is fpread among the na¬ 
tives, and honour and promotion are known by experience to be certain attendants om 
literary acquifitions. Indcedi fuch is the fpirit with which the Emprefs protefls and 
encourages learning, that fcarcely any work of merit makes its appearance, lor which 
the author does not inftantly receive fomc mark of diftinftion or liberality. 

To fpread a tafte of literature among hi r fubjefis, Catharine appointed, in* 1768, 
a committee to order and fuperintend tranflations of the daffies, and the beft modem 
authors, into ^he Ruffian tongue; and allowed joool. per annum towards defraying 
the expence of fudh undertakings t» 

' With 


* Many of thefe are enumerated by Mr. Lc Clerc, Hill. Mod. p. 78—(y8. 

+ Tl»e following ie a lift of the tranflations which had made their appearance beforU the 8th /uly 1 774 - 

See Ruff. Bib. for I 77 S»P' 74 * * „ >. 

5 a 3 Homer^a 
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WitK ^ to c^aflioal literatur^ j the Greek language is ye|:; taught in feW fchools, 
is fcar<S% known to tiic feity, aiid quaRncation ^en among the rigular 

clergy. Latin is more -common, being underftood by many Sof the clergy, ahd not 
uiWa-cquently cultivated! by perfons of improved edification. Many of the daffies have 
beefi tranflated by natives into the Ruffian tongue ; feveral editions of the mod apk- 
proved Greek and Roman authors have been publiihed at Mofeow and Peterftmrgh j. 
but the editors have been chiefly foreigners, encouraged to this attempt by the pa- 
tronage'of the Ruflian nobles, who arc not deficient in antient literature^ and excited 
by the open genius of the nation. Among tlie natives, who have rendered themfelves 
Illuftrious in this branch of knowledge, I niuft not omit Plato, Archbifliop of Mofeow, 
Yfiio is highly eminent for clafiical learning; and, among the naturalized foreigners, 
Kugenins, Archbifliop of Siavenik and, Kherfon, who, in the true fpint of the original* 
has tranflated into Greek hexameters the Eclogues and Georgies of Virgil; a work 
printed in folio, at the expence of Prince Potemkin, and qxliibiting a magnificent fpe- 
eimen of typography. 


Homer’s Batraychomyomac’iia ; Characters of Theop’.iradus ; ^I’liian ; Herodian ; Diodorus Siculus ; Te- 
rence ; Cicero JJe Fiuilus Crtrar’s Commentaries : Three Eplllles of Ovid ; his MettO^orphofes in profe ; 
7 'aciius tie Moribus Germanarum ; Paterculus ; Valerius Maitimus ; Stritier’s Memorla pnpulorum olim ad 
Danuhhtm incokitlium e Script. Byaan. Hi/l. entlx ; Muller's Atcount of the Antient inhabitants of RuiTta i 
Omeliii’s Travels through Ru’fiia ; Pallas’s Travel- through Ruflia ; His Pniflian Majelly’s Treatife on 
ihe Reafon for making and repealing Laws ; Moniefquieu’s Cntifideralions fur la grandeur et la decadence det 
Romaini ; his Lyfimaque, Dialuguede Sylia U d’Eucrale, F.Jfu far le Gout, and 'T-emple dc Guide ; Dimfdale’s 
Trcatife on Inoculation ; C'l’.alotais fur I'Edvcalhn-. Hiitmy and Tiealifesof the Atnilerdam Society for- 
Recovery of drowned PerfonsThe Ottoman Empire ; Republic of Raguht, Grrat Britain, Portugal, 
Kingdom of Fruffia, from Bufehing’s Geogiapliy ; Voltaire's C'aiidide ; a Dialogue of St, Eviemond be¬ 
tween three perfons of different fentimeiits ; various articles from the Eucycloptdi*; Julli’s Fouudatiou of 
th^ Power and Happiiief? of States ; CaUiere de la maniere de negocier avec let fouverains ; Rouffeau’s 
Abridgement of St. 1 ‘ierre's I’rajet d'une paix perpetuells •, St. Real’s Confpiraikn des Bfpagnoh centre la 
Jlepubiique de Venife ; Vt rtot’s Revolutions Romaines ; Mably’s Uiffoirc Greeque ; Chinefe Reflefliuiis froiM 
the Manfhur tongue; The Vifible World ; 'LxctfaerK.'&Traile del' /iraitie •, Tafib’s Jerufilemme Liberata 
Gulliver’s Travels ; Jofeph Andrews; Jonathan Wild the Great; Amelia ; of the Vcntrilotjuills ; Gcllert’s 
Betfchwtiler; the Art of being polite ; I.etters upon feveral Phyflta! and Phllofophical Suhjctls; Macquer’s 
CliypiifVy ; tlic Duty of an Officer; hidlionary of the'Freiich Academy ; on the Advantage of inftnnS.- 
ing Youth in Claffical I.iteraturc; Rollin’s Btlie’s Leitres ; Bell’s Journey through Ruffia. 

This lift mentions eighty-three books, the tranflations whereof were in the prefs; fevetity-eight of 
which trtftiflation? were making; and fixty three, which the committee propos'd to be tranflated. 

1 have received an account of the following tranflations, which have been fince made ; 

Benrlade ; D:ahlt^ Soiteux ; Gellert’s Works ; Aderfon’s Hillory of Commerce ; Robertfon’s Hlftory 
of Charles V. from the French tranflatloti; Pallas Samiungen MongoUfehsn Vollerfelsafttp-, Englifh Gram¬ 
mar; Homer’s Iliad: Virgil’s iKneid ; Lucian’s Dialogues ; Milton’s Pqradife Loft ; Coyer’s Hifloire de- 
y. Sohifjki ; Montefquicu’s Efpr'it des Loix ; Mallet’s Bifi, de Dannemarc s B^. Generals de Voyagte ; Vir- 
4^il'8 Eclogues and Georgica ; C'lcero de Batura Deorum\ Plato’s Works ; Heflod ; Coxe's Ruffian Dif- 
cioveries ; Les Jncas de Marmostlel •, BicUitld’s Political iiiftitutions ; Hijl. de ta Mmfon de Brandenburgh i 
hlemwts de Sully, Blackjtone’s Commentaries; Hitt. Aug. Script. Sex; Pope’s Effay on Man ; Locke 
on Education; Livy,; feveral Fpiitles and Odes of Horace; Young’s Six We’eks Tour, tranflated by 
particular order of the Emprefs, for the purpofe of diffuling the knowledge of pra£lical agriculture, 
lie. 
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C« AP. '%X.*’^PopuIatlon and R^roemes of the Rattan Empire.-^^Paper Cutrency, 

THE population of the Ruffian flominions may be efhtnated from the table of the 
poll.taxafleffed in 17S2. • . 


Government of Mofcow - 


- 

440,359 

St. Peteriburgh 

- 

- 

283,295 

Wibuurgh * 


- 

88,128 

.Tver . - 

• 

- 

446,331 

Novogorod 


- 

269,320 

Pfkof 


- 

288,125 

Smolenffco 


V 

445,257 

Mohilef 



33',^5 

Polotzk 

• 


311,462 

Orel 


- 

462,520 

Kurik 

• 

- 

458,830 

Karkof 


m 

392,944 

Voronetz 



394,934 

Tambof , 



438,025 

Refan 

• 


434,679 

Toola 


» 

418,927 

Kaloogha 


~ 

384,423 

larollaf 



370,961 

Vologda • 


IM 

349 , 3^6 

Volodimir 


m 

433,820 

Koftroma » 


• 

396,269 

Nilhnie-Novogorod 


•» 

39^,357 

Viatka 


01 

407,950 

Perm 

Ml 

m 

373,252 

Tobollk * - 

' - 

m 

166,225 

Kolyvan 


- 

39,297 

Irkutlk 

■1 

m 

123,232 

Ufa ^ - 

- 


J 77,798 

Simbirfk, 


- 

36 >,159 

Xhfan 

m 

- 

373**354 

Penfa • 


m ■ 

318,076 

Saratof » 


. 

282,817 

Aftrachan , - 


. 

23,77^. 

AM 

• 

- 

»77,^49 

New Ruffia 

9 » 

m 

210,539 

Kiof 


m 

387,79* 

Tchernighof 


V 

368^099 

Novogorod Sleverlki 
Rica - 


* m 

365,54* 

263,525 

0 

Revel • 

u 

m 

99,564 


Bf 


Sum total of peafants paying the poll-tax. 


12,757,180 
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By doubling tKis n.uiftbei*for the females, we have for the pesfants^ 7 

male and female, In the whole Huffian empire, - 5 ®S»S *-4^13^0' 

To tluB we muft. add nobles, - ^ . 3 oo,ooo 

• Clergy and their faniilies, • - - » . . 120,000 

.iMerchants'^d families^ , - - - . 350,000 

Natives of Crim Tartary and the Kuban, • - - 80,000 

Wandering hdrdes of Siberia, - - « 600,000 

4 *1 ' I ^ 

And the total population of the RujfSan empire will, according to ? , , 

this calculation, be - - - • ^ 5 16,764,360 

A number, however large, greatly difproportioned to the extent of the empire •. 

The reve»ues of Ruffia, befides the impofts paid by the Ukraine, and by the prO'^ 
vinces conquered from Sweden, chiefly arife from the poll-tax j the duties of import 
and export ; the excife upon fait; ^the crown and church lands j ‘the profits of the 
mint; and the fale of fpirituous liquors, and a few other articles. 

The poll-tax was introduced in lyii by^ Peter I.; and, at the apeeffion of Catha¬ 
rine II. was exafted from all perfons, excepting the nibbles and gentry, clergy, navy, 
army, the Coffacs, the inhabitants of the Ukraine and Conquered Provinces. All who 


* This eftirnation of population in Ruflia was, in 178?. fufRciently exaft, and confidcred fo by the 
laft ftatiRical wiiter in Ruffii, Wio adopted the general ftatement fiom my account; lliicc thlt period 
a great accellion of AibjetU has been gained by the^ territorial acquiCtions, and fomc incteafe of the popu¬ 
lation from nattiral caufes. 


Population in the new Acquifitions: 

Diftrict of Otchakof, 1791 

By fecond partition of Poland, 1793 

By the conqueft of Poland, 1795 , - ' 

Courland - - 


4C,ooo 

3.74 f *000 

1,407,000 

387,000 


Probable addition by the cxcefs of the births over the deaths, in the whole 
empire, for 15 years - - - 1,500,000 


_ , . - 7*079»ooo 

Population in 1784 ... *6.784,360 

• r_ 

Population in 1800 - . - . 33,863,360 


Storch, in his Hiftorical Account of the RufGan empirq, eftimates the population at 36,152,000, m 
I79‘;ji> But he feen's to have exaggerated the number, by allowing an incrcafe of 250,000 a year, and 
putting, therefore, the increafe during ten years at 3,000,000. 

Mr. Tooke, in the ftcond edition of bis view of the Ruillan empire, greatly exaggerates the popuIatiu% 
by fixing it at 40,000,000. He grounds his calculation on the tables of births and deaths given in the 
Hamburgh Politifehes Journal, and proceeds on the principle, that only one perfon in fifty.eight dies 
annually. This calculation is erroneous, on two accounts ; firtt, the lil^ of births and deaths is not ac¬ 
curate ; it bt ing a well known fad, that the number of deaths was diminiflied, and of the births augmented, 
to gratify the foveicign with an idea, that the population was rapidly incieafing. A ftriking example oc¬ 
curred during my firll journey to Peterlburgb; only a few of the numbers who perilhed in confequence of 
the cold or intoxication at the file mentioned in p. 227, Were included In the bills of morulity. Secondly, 
when the prevalence of thofe difeafei which Mr. Tooke himfelf enumerates, and the number of cafualties m 
Ruffia. are confider/-d, it will appear to any perfon in the Icaft accuftomed.to fucU kinds of calculation, 
that rttC annual mortality muft be more than vne in fifty-eight. 

S 


were 
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I'Were to tals tax'were i^ted-in different progortiom, . as they ■wore hiercliants, 
l^urgliM, or peafantjs. -By the maniPeftp of tyyci'jpromulgated after the conclufion 
of thiE Turldih war, the merchants were exempted from this tax j apd it now includes 
only the burghers and peafants. - ‘ ' 

Every fifteien or twenty years, the number of inhaifitants’thronghout'^he empife'is 
ufUally taken ; and, in each difirift fubjecl to the poll-tax, all males, infants as welt as 
adults, under the defeription of a burgher or peafaut, are affeffed * ; from that .period 
the fame affeffment is regularly paid fill the next revifion, whether the population of , 
that diftria increafes or.diminifhe? j in the latter cafe, the inhabitants or landholders 
are bound to fupply the deficiency.in the former, the tax is not aiigmerited, and of, 
courfe falls much eafier upon a- llrge number of perfons. 'rhe landholdeirs are an* 
Iwerable for the poll-tax of their peafants. 

By a late imperial edict, the poll-tax was extended oyer the Ukraine and Con¬ 
quered Provinces y and the other taxes paid by the peafants were abolifhed. This 
alteration has greal,ly increafed the public revenue, and the poll-tax is Qonfidcrably 
fhore produftive. Computing the average tax paiti by each peufant at a rouble and a; 
quarter, the poll-tax amounts to 15,435,000 roubles, or nearly double its former 
produce.. * ' ( 

I'he cuftoms, or average duties qn exports and imports, amount to 5,000,000 

roubles. 

The excife upon /alt, which is appropriated to the Emprefs’s privy purfe, produces, 
on an average, 2,000,000. Her Majefty has twice dimi’uiflred the price of fait nearly 
30 per cent. 

The mines (Sec chap. vi. of this book) and’coinage, and duties upon iron at the 
forge, yield 3,395,910, exclufive of the profits from the coinage of gold and iilver im¬ 
ported into Ruffia. 

The church-lands, which arc now. annexed to the crown, produce about 2,060,000 : 
part of this money is allotted for the falaries of the archbifliops, bifliops, and regular 
clergy, for the maintenance of the feveral monaflerics, and for the petdions of officers 
and fo’dievs difmifftd from the fcrvfce. The remainder, which belongs to the jjvivy 
purfe, amounts to about .*00,600 roubles, • • 

The file of ipiiituous liquors forms at prefont nearly one-lhird of the Ruffian re¬ 
venue. In every part of the empire, excepting the Ukraine and the Concjucrtd 
Provinces, the crown alone has the privilege of felling fpirituous liquors. This branch 
of finance yields 10,000,occ. - ' 

■ * It Is no eafy matter to convey a clciir mitlon of this tax, as well from tin* compllcaled rjit'lliod of lai- 
ppfing It, as from the dilFtrcnt clianges hIiIc'i are occallonally made in the mode of alTi li'meiit,-—A burgher 
pByt r.fually 4?. <)d, per annum ; a pcafant of tlie crown, in (ome Inllaiictv. Ss ■; in others, 4s. .^J.-l. ; a 
jpeafant Ilf aii Individual, gs. <)d.—Every perfon eeercifing the trade of a taylor, finiih, llioemaker, mafon, 
of any {imllarhaiidioraft tride, and who enrols liiml'elf in the company of any town, pays amutally, btlide 
the poll tax,, xs- Every peafaut who qulia hla village, to trade.at Pcterftuirgh, Mofeowj of elfcwhere, 
pays 54. fo the crown for his palTport. Thele, and 'many oilter fimilar taxes, are all ranged uixjcr the 
pnll-iait, ‘^he dilfenttra, or bid belicvera in the Ritfiian church,, pay double poll-tax. Some burghers 
and peafadts, fuch as the yamlliics, who find poH horfea, and others, ate exttnptcd from the polhtax.; 
others ptiy hr in laho'ttr ; fdme in furs, See. f found it impi'flible to give t<iiial attention to every ohjeiff ; 
land Tfraiikly own, that«amid the variety of intelligence which I procured . t» Rnflia, I do not perte'fifly 
comprehend each mode ©f aflieffraent in the poll tax 


'R^ca^titlatipn* 
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Recapitulation, 

Roiililct. 

Poll-tax - - , 15,435,000 

Culloii.'S • . ' - • - 5,000,000 

Salt • m > • - 2,000,000 

Gold agd filvcr from the mines, profits of the coinage, 

and duty on iron at the forge - - 3»39S*9‘*^ 

Farm of fpiriluous liquors - , - 10,000,000 

Church lands - - - 2,000,0 do 

Duties on fales of lands and houfes, fl.ntnped paper, ‘ 
on inilis, horfes, baths, ihops, poll office, and 
Ollier duties omitted - - 4,000,000 


Roubles 41,830,910 


Or, eftiniating the rouble at 3s. 4d, « 6,971,818!.* 


The gradual increafe of civiliziaiion, in the Ruffian empire has Ijeen followed by 
a proporiional increale of tlie revenue. At the acceffion of Peter the Great, it 
amounted to 1,000,000!.; at his death to f,6oo,oocl.; Elizabeth raifed it to 
3,6oo,ooo1. ; when Catharine afeended the throne, it produced 4,400,000!.; now 
yields near 7,000,000!.; ipul is llill in an increafing (late. This fum is fufficient for 
the peace-eftabliffiinent. Of this revtnue, the expcnces of the army and navy amount 
to about 3,176,000!.; thofe of the civil eflabliflinient to 2,972,485!.; and the remain¬ 
der, or 80O5OC0I., is appropriated to the privy purfe of the Empiefs. But it is diflicult 
tp conceive how ffieis able to maintain the magnificence of her court; the number of 
public inftitutions ; the numerous buildings f continually crefting at her cxpence; the 
liberality with which flie encourages the arts and fcicnces; tlie purcliafcc wliich Hie is 
continually making in every country in Europe, and the inimenfe donations which (he 
confers upon the moft favoured of her fubjeds. * 

.The revenues of Ruffia may be confiderably augmented in cafe of emergency, by the 
increafe of the poll-tax, and the addition of new impofts. It fliould alk) be oblcrved, 
that in 1775 the Euiprefs remitted fifty.feven taxes, and ten in the following year. 

The great fupport of the laft war was a new bank, called the Bank o( Allignation, 
which was efiabliflicd during hofiilities againft the Turks. When copper-money could 
not be coined with fufficient expedition to anfwer the iieceffities of the flate, bank 
notes to the value of 50, 75 J, and 100 roubles, in copper, were ilTiiccl. Thefc notes 
are changed at the bank in Peterfburgh and Mofeow. The former, wliich 1 vifited, is 
a brick building, containing feveral vaulted rooms, each capable of holding .400,000!. of 
copper coin in bags, piled one above another; in forae the monpy was already placed, 
and the others were preparing for the reception of the remainder. Since 1784 ihe old 
banlt notes were called in, and a new iil'ue made to the acknowledged amount of 

• Kicti was itic gvnrral ftatc of tJic revenue in 1784. Since this pcritid it has bjjen augmented by a” 
incixiifc of u rritory, as wtll a.s by the impiowtncnt of commerce, and other national henefits. Aeord- 
ii'g to Mr. Tookc, the latcft author who has Written on the fubiefki the reifenue exceeds 41,oo«,OOo 
rriuhlcs Sec his ftatiinint, whicli ftems to be accurate. ViewWf the Rutean empire, vol. it. p. 326' 
book vii. fedt. i. 

, 4 ,,ln time of pAce, Her Majefly allots at leall 200,cool, per ann. for tb^ purpofc of building. 

, ^ Soon after the iiiftitiition of this baiill, fome notes of'75 roubles being forged, thofe bearing that 
value vvcic called y^id deftroyed, 

3 100,000,000 
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ioo,0§)0,ooci roubles, in notes of five, ten, fifteen, twenty-five, and one hundred 
roubles. On thefirfi: appearance of this paper, it was received, parlicularlyjd the re¬ 
mote parrs of the empire, not without cfirliciilty, aiul the dircoiint aiTainfl: it was com¬ 
monly about 3I, and ill fome places even 6 percent. Tlie obvious advantages, how¬ 
ever, over copper-money, foon reconimendcd it to general u(e ; and'it was found’fo 
beneficial to commerce, that in 1779 the difeount in favour of lilve/ fpecie was!j||ily 
one per cent., and it bore a premium of one and a half per cent, over copper money. 
But fo large a quantify was circulatsd, and the loans to governmeril fo lowered the- 
credit of the ftate, that^in 1790 lue dii'couiit again!! the paper currency was near 20 
per cent. 


Chat'. Admiralty.—Expedition to Cronftadi,—The harbours and docks ,— Eujfum ■■■, 

navy.—On Rajfia,—General obfervations on the RnJJian army. 

T! ’E admiralty *, which ftands on the fouth bank of the Neva, oppofite ihe fortrefs 
of Peterlburgh, was built by I’eter the Great, and is a large brick building, furrouiKled 
vviih a rampart and ditch: it is the great receptacle for (hips’ ftorcs, and contains maga- 
zin s of cordage, -fails inafis, anchors, which are lent to Cronfiadt for the equipment 
of the fleet. A large area between t’he front of the building and the Neva, is appro¬ 
priated for theconflruftion of veflels: when I was at Peterlburgh, five men of war and 
two frigates were upon the Rocks f. j 

Cronftaclt, the principal Ration of the Ru/lian navy, is ficuafed on the Retufari, in 
the Gulf of Finland, and was founded by Peter the Great, as being provided with the 
i'afcR habour in tl;efe parts, and .'brining a Rrong bulwark for the ulfoncQ of the new 
metropolis. The only paR’uge by which (hips of burden can approach Petcrftiurgh, lie:-; 
on the fi uth fide of Retuf.iri, through a narrow channel; commanded on one fide by 
Cronlhidv, and on the other by CronHot and the citadel. 

Croniio!, which Rands on a final! fandy ifland, is a circular woodi-nbuilding, fur- 
rounded with foniiicaiio’.ui of wootii, and is garrifoned with an hundred men. The ci¬ 
tadel is another fmall wooden fortrefs, raifed allbupon an aJj'icent fand-bank, and^rapa- 
lile of holding "h;,ut thirty foidiers : all large vciTels muR pafs Ijetween Croiillaut and 
fhefc- tw'o (brtrefics, c.vpofod to the fire of the oppofite batteries; for the other parts of 
the gulf arc only iroiu one to clcvcm feet in depth. Thcfe fortifications were, at the 
time of their couRruCtion, oReenne:! place.s of cnnfidcrable ftrength ; but now derive 
their-conlequaiec more from paff importance, than from any refdtance they could make 
agaiiiR the attack of a povveiful fleet. » 

i The ifland Retufari is a long flip of land, ov i“Uhcr land; through the rnidfl of which 
tuns a ridgt oi granite. It is 20 miles from* Peterfburgh by water, four from liie 
ifiinrc of Ingrla, nhu; from the coaR of Carelia, and ten miles in circumference. It 
V'iis overfpread with firs and pines when i*e;cr conquered it from the Sivedes, but now 
contains thirty thoui'ind inliabitaius, inch- ing iweb-e thoulknd faiiorsatid agarrilpn pf 
one thoufaiul five bundled men. The, iO.-iul nflbrds a fmall quaui-y oi paRure, pro- 
• 

* r am M.foi'mcd Uiat-«n!f Adiuiraliy ii-itcndi-J to be rt-niovfr! jo Cr'ir.fladt. 

. -j- 'i lie nlcti of wB)- which are Iramcd in llii-; Jovk a-c, In tliiMi- j:airag<* to i roeflH-lf, lifted over tlvf bar 
l»y meaiifi of canii-ls ; (lii-ft. tnacliuics w-eie orljp.mlly iiivciiii-J hy tlic cilrbrated De Witt, for the jJiVpufB 
of conveyitig-large veflclc from Amifevuitm over the Pamp-.i-i; aoJ w-cre iiiirydUv-fd int« Kufii*diy Peter 
Jtbc Grcsii, who obtained a rndtld of them 1.1 llullanJ. • y 
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c!uces vegetables, and a few fruits, fuch as apples, currants, goofeberries, and |lraw- 
herries, which thrive in this northern climate. 

,Cronftadt is built upon the fouth-caflorn extremity of the ifland, and defended to¬ 
wards the fea wooden piers'* projecting into the water, and towards the land by ram- 
paKsand bafiicft'.s. It is a RraggHng place and occupies, like all the Ruffian towns, a 
larger fpacc of grpund than the number of habitations feems to require; the houfesare 
molUy tjf wood, excepting a few fronting the harbour, which are of brick Ituccoed 
white; among thel'e arc the imperial hofpiul for hwlors, the barracks, and the marine 
.academy which contained, in t/jS, three hundred and fcveiity c.idets, w/ho are main¬ 
tained and taught at theexpence of the crown: they are admitted at tlie age of five, 
and romain until Icvcntcen. They learn accounts, mathematics, drawing, fortification, 
and navigation, and have mailers in the French, CJerman, Englifli, and Svvedillj 
languages, 'i’hcy are trained to naval tacfics, and make an annual cruize as far as 
Revel. 

(Ironftadt has a haven appropriated to ffiipsof war, and another to merchant vcffi-ls. 
The men of war’s haven contained twenty ffiips of the line, and nine friga.tes, which 
were difinafted, with their guns and tackle on ffiore. The Ezekiel of eighty guns, ef- 
teemed the fincll fliip in the navy, was built under the infpedion of Admiral Know Its, 
and carries eight hundred men. 

dole to the haven for merchant ftiips is a canal and feveral dry docks, begun in 1719, 
for the purpofe of refining the men of war; this ufeful tvork was negledcd under the 
fucceflbrs of Peter, and nqt completed until the reign of Elizabeth: h has been flill 
further improved by Catherine, and is now applied for building as well as for careen¬ 
ing fiiips of the line. At the extremity of thel'e docks is a gi'oat refervoir, five hundred 
and lixty.eight feet in length, containing w^atcr fulHcient to fupply all the docks, which 
is pumped out by means of a fire engine, the diameter of whofe cylinder is fix feet. 
The length of this work, from the beginning of the canal, to the end of the lafl dock, 
is four thoufand two hundred and twenty-one feet. The fides of the docks are faced 
with done, and the bottom paved with granite; they are forty feet deep, one hundred 
and five broad, and capalde of containing nine menrnf war on the flocks. 

Noihing can convey a higher idea of the vafl: and perfevering genius of Peter the 
Great, than the fiinaiion in which he found the Ruffian navy, and the Hate in which he 
left if.. Though in the beginning of his reign he did not pofTcfs a man of war, yet in 
the courfe of a few years he cqtiipped a fleet of fifty fail of the line, which rode miflrefs 
of the lialtic. , Under his fuccelfors the Ruffian navy was greatly neglecled, and was 
in fo bad a condiiion at tlic acceffion of Catherine, that flie almofl equalled her prede- 
celTor in tiio creation of a new fleet :.(hc invited Englifh captains and Ihipbuilders into 
yRuffia, particularly Admiral Knowdes, who was remarkable for his Ikill in naval archi- 
fedlure. Under her aufpicos Europe lately behold with allonifhment the Ruffian flag 
difplayed in the Archipelago, and the Turkifh fleet annihilated at Tchefme by a fqua- 
dron from the North t- 

Jluffia produces every article ncceflary for the conftruflion and equipment of fliips, 
which arc built chiefly at Cronftadt, Peterfburgh, and Archangel: thofe conflruded 
at Cronftadt and at Peterfburgh are made with oak; thofe from Archangel with larch- 
wood. For the fupply of the dock-yards at Peterfburgh and Cronftadt, the oak is fent 
from the province of Cafan; the Ukraine and the government of Mofeow fupply the 

, * In 1784Cronftadt was fortifying with (lone piers. The elHmate was 7,0,00,000 roubles. 

f $nve the acquifiiion of Crim Tartary, and the other conqueAs from Turkey, (hips are now built at 
Ketfqn and in the harbours of Taurida. 

hemp i 
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vaft traas of foreft between Novogorod and 
the Gulr oi rinliind, or fiiniilk d by the prt)vii]ces difmembered from Poland. Pitch 
and tar are obtained from Wibuigii. Maniifadories of cordage and fail-doths are efla- 
bliflicd in diflerent parts of the empire ; and the nihga/dnes of Poterilnirdi and Arch, 
angt'l are always plentifully (lorod wirli large qiuimiiie.s of Ijoth thofe articles. \ 

'Ihe navy of Riifiia in the por’s * of the Baltic and Archangel, confided, in \ of 
thirty-eight /hips of the line, liheen frigates, four prames, and one’himdred and iiinc 
galhcsT. • 

Of thus number about twentyg:igh\ Ifnps of the line and ten frigates, includincr thofe 
built with larch-wood, Vvere fit for immediate fervice. In cafe however of nccedlity or 
clanger, Rufiia producing all the neceffary materials, her navy might loon be confideii- 
l)Iy increafed, of which I have given a remarkable inftanca on a former occallon +. 
Rut though Rufiia, fince the beginning of this century, has made furprifing exertions in 
the marine, and laipidly become more powerful at fea than the neiglibouring kingdoms 
in the isorth 5 yet, in naval afl'airs, flie mult be confidcred ilill in her infancy, beint'r 
pi inciindly iii(.ieb!»'cl to the Knglifh, as well for tije conflructicn of her (hips, as for mat 
iittuiviing aiul <ii!'ciplining her fleet. Many circumihances indeed concur in retarding 
the progrels of her maritime flrcngth: i. The want of ports in the Ocean; 2. The 
Im.all extent of her fea-coaft, and that obllruatd by ice; 3. A deficiency of experi¬ 
enced feameu. • * 


1. It is obvious that Rufiia docs not pofTefs a fingle port on the Ocean, excepting 
that of Arcliangol, which is of no ufe but in a commercial light; as well on account of 
its great diftance from the other European fea.s, as becaufo the navigation round the 
North Cape of Lapland, fituatcd in the 72d degree of latitude, is only open in the 
midfl of fuimner. 

2. It has been juflly remarked, that few nations have attained a great height of na¬ 
val power, which did notpoffefs a conlidcrable traftof fea-coafl:; and Rufiia, excepting 
the late acquifitions on the Black Sea, the defolate fiiores round Archano-el and of the 
ITozeii Ocean, and the inhofpitablc regions of Kamtchatka, can boaft im greater por¬ 
tion of maritime country than wh^t lies betw-ecn Wiburgh and Riga§ ; a mere point 
forfo large an empire, and rendered lefs valuable by bordering on the Gulf of Finland 
and the Baltic; inland feas without tides, when compared with the Ocean, fcarcely’fu- 
perior to the lakes, and inaccefliblc jj for at Icaft five months in the year. 


* Ab I could not obtain an txaft account of the Ruflian fliips in the Black .Sea, I have olioren to be 
fileni on that head; I ftiall only ubferve, that I'everal ncii of war and frigates were l.uildfiig at St. Denietr;. 
Taurof, and Kherfon. According to Mr. Tooke, in 1706 the Rniliaii fleet at Schaftapol, the principa' 
harbour of Taurida, or Crlm Tartary, coiififted of eleven fliips of the line, and eight fiiiiatea. View of 
the Rnflian Empire. Book 6. fed. Z. The reader wilHind in the Voyages dc dniv Franijois, See. Vi'l 
iv. eh. 11, lilhof the Ruflian fleet hi 1779. 1786,,and 1791. The number of the fuff difl'ers little fror.'^ 
that which 1 have given, and which is inferted in the Appendix. In tyl'f) the fliips of the line amounted 
to forty-one, and twenty*fix frigates. In 1791 the whole navy, inchiding fliips on the flocks, amounted 
to figlit of one hundred and ten guns, tw'enty-two of feventy-four, and twenty of iixty-fix ; twentv feven 
frigates, four bomb vefiehs, two pi ames, feventeen cutters, and four firefliips, befides gallics, and numerous 
veiTels of war, principally intended for m.nkwig dcfceiua. Of thefe, however, not moie than thirly*fl)i|ft 0# 
the lir.c could be coufidered asiit foi immediate fervice. 

-j- See a Jill of the Ruflian navy in the Appendix. t ‘‘’ec vol. ii. b6ok 4. chap. 

i The acqiuTition ofi Courland has fince added a fmall trad of maritime coall. 

j! The ports in the Baltic being frozen during that period, no xtlfcls can take their dep.trturc before April 
or May, and mull return at latcll in Odober, 
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.The third caufe is a deficiency of experienced feanien *. G<»''ernmeiitj indeed, 
retains in ii« pay about eighteen thoufand failors, mofl: of whom have never fer^ed: a 
few in time of peace make annual cruizes into the Baltic, or perhaps as far as the En^* 
mil Channel others are employed in the fuinmer ftafon in navigating the vcffek: laden 
with mercltan^ifc from CronftLiclt4o Peter/burgh. But fuch nurferies as thefe are by no 
me^ns fufiicientnor can the deficiency be I'uppHed, in cafe of an immediate war;, from 
private,yeflels ; for Ruffia has fcarcely any merchant-lhips, which iScinefly owing to the 
llateof vaflalage, and the £lri£l laws that prevent Uie natives from quitting their country 
without a licence. A merchant who fits out a trading veflel, muft firft apply to the 
admiralty, lor perraillion to take on board a certain number of natives; leave being ob¬ 
tained, the paflcs for each failor are brought and lodged in the admiralty ; and fecurity, 
at the rate of 30I. per man, is given for their return. Thus, without altering the fun- 
damental laws of the kingdom, and innovating on the long-eftabliflied fyflcm of vafl'a- 
lage, an adequate number of experienced failors cannot be raifed to man a large fleet 
on fudden emergencies. Tn a word, no kingdom, without diflant colonies, confider- 
able fiflieries, and an extenfive fea-coaft, to familiarize the inhabitant?, to the dangers of 
the ocean, is likely to acquire fuch a marine as to become formidable to the great naval 
powers of Europe. 

The navy of Ruflla, however, with all thefe dif-idv.'intagcs, is fuflicient to protefl: 
her coaiis, to convoy her merchantmen, to ma!:*-- her refpeAable in the Baltic, or in 
cafe of a 'I’urkifh war, to fend afV. '. t into the Archipelago. It is heradvantage to main¬ 
tain a good correfpondence,with the great imritime powers, whom {he fupplies with na¬ 
val Ron s; and who are, on that account, equally interefted to rel'ped and cultivate her 
frit nc'fliip. The frontiers of her immenfe doininions border on Sweden, Poland, Tur¬ 
key, Perfia, and China t} and thclecurity of her empire depends more on her army 
than her navy. 

' The Ruffian army is divided into regular and irregular troops. 

The regulars confifting chiefly of infantry, include airthofe W'ho wear uniforms, and 
are trained to European difeipline. The Ruffians are excellent foldiers; brave, fleady, 
obedient, patient of fatigue and hardfbip, and fcarcely ever guilty of defertion. 

■Wiih refpeft to the irregular troops, fome of whom are ftill armed with bows and 
arrows, and confill entirely of horfe, their number is very confidenible, and can 
fcarcely be afetrtained. Of this body the corps of Coflacs, who are efleemed the mofl; 
exccl'ent, and w'bo bear the greateft refemblance to regular troops, are thus deferibed 
in the journal of Colonel Floyd. . 

“ The C< rfacs are in general perfons of low ftature; they wear fmall whilkcrs, and 
fl avc their Ik. ads, excepting the crown, upon which they leave a fmall circle of hair. 
Their drefs is a fur cap, a loofe long Afiatic robe, and large pantaloons, boots or lialf- 
'* boots, without fpurs, and a whip hanging from right wrift. Their arras are a lance 
about twelve feet in length, a brace of piftols, llong on the left fide, a cartridge-box 
on the right, and a fmall feymitar without any guard, or even erdfs-bar. 'I'hetr horfes 
are ponies, flrong and aftive, but not fleet. The accoutrements are a kind *of huflar 
fa'ddle, a fmall fnaffle with large eyes and no horns, to the near eye of which is iaftened 
a thong, that is all’o tied to the faddle, and which occafidnally ferv„es for a halteri 

* In the naval expedition againft the Turks, it was a remark made by feveralof ourolScerf, that the 
diflance from St. Pcttr/biirgh ,to the Archipelago was a fortunate circumilance, as the Ruffians esquired 
Mpericntc during tlic voyage. * 

f Since the Coal ^lifmemberment orTsland, on the Auftrianand Pruffiian dominions. 

« They 
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They ride fhort and fall-footed, raife themfelves on their ftirrups, bend their bodies with 
great a&ivity, and throw themfelves into different attitudes. They never pufh their 
horfes on full fpeed in a ftraight line; but in galloping turn them in various direftions, 
defcribingin their progrtfs a ferpcnrine line, and wheeling continually to the right anti 
left. "When not in aftion, they carry their lance flung orvthe foot; when engaged, 
they prefent it agamft the enemy by holding it almoft in the middle, and cnunterpoifing 
it under the arm; and, from conllant praftice, direct it againft an objeft with great dex¬ 
terity, In retreating, they reft the lapee upon their Ihoulder as a defence agaiuft’blows^ 
and occafionally oppofe the point to a purfuing enemy. 

“ Thefe Cofl'acs, ott Sccount of their averfion to regular difeipline, are not trained to 
attaclv in I'quadron: but aft only as ikinnifhers, and are laid to be extremely adroit ii\ 
their deiultory evolutions: they are ufually let loofe upon a flying enemy, when they 
do great execmi<,n. They excei as patrols, and are remarkable for their vigilance on 
oin-pofts, and their knowledge of the country. The fagacity which they derive from 
habit and pmftice is in iorr.e particulars aftonilhing; by examining a traft lately traverfed 
by the enemy in the mrll tumuliuary manner, thc^can difeover with tolerable exeftnefs, 
tbi number of liorl'es that have palled over it, and how many of them were led. Some 
ol till in can cb iyy, if any movement is taking place among a corps of troops, far be¬ 
yond the readi ot ul'ual oblervation; others, by applying their ears to the ground, can 
tliliingufli thehuz ot nun, or the clattering of horfes feet, at a confiderable diflaiicc. 
They can take the field evuy day without intermiflion, and are indefatigable in haraff- 
ing the enemy; they are cotitcnted with a. fcanty lubfiileiice, and do not require any 
forage to be carried for their horfes. ' 

“ There are eight regiments of thefe Coflacs: each regiment confifls of five fqua- 
drons, and each fquadron of a hundred men, befide olFicers. There are alfofix other 
regiment'of horfe, called regular pikemen, fimilar in their arms and accoutrements to 
the Cofl'acs, and diftiiiguifhed from them only by a trifling difference of drefs.” 

Computed Force of the Ruffian Array in 1785. 

Guard, horfe and foot - - - 10,000 

Regular cavalry - - - 69,465 

Regular field infantry and artillery - - 55 SS>t 34 > 

Garrifon battalions .... 49,000 

Artillery ditto - - • • 5 »S^o 

Total - 389»«>99 

Irregulars not included. . .. 

Such was the flate of the Ruffian army upon paper; but the real number always 
falls (hort of this lift. For it is probable that the effeftive troops on the peace eftablifli> 
ment fcarcely excect^ two hundred ihoufand; and the Ruffians have feldom brought 
into the field more than one hundred thoufand effeftive men *. >. 

In confequence of th? terriiorial ac<jiiitition0, theafinyhas been fince incrcafed; according*to Mr. 
Tooke's account. Its nominal* forcr amounts to fm hundred thoufand men, including irregulars, of whom 
he confiders five hftiidicd Uioufiind effedtive. View of the Ruffian empire, vok u. ^ 251, 2d edition. 
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Chat. XXII.— J(ifi and progre/s 'of the EngliJJj trade with Ri^ia.—Commerce of the 
Britijh factory of Si- Feteijh urgh.'^Exports and imports. 

The commercial intercourfe between Ruffia and the northern parts of Germany was 
Tiegun &nd carried on by the Hanfeatic towns, which in lyijd tftablifiied fiidories at 
Novogorod and Plefcof *, and for a confiderable period entirely engrofled the trade of 
this empire. • 

• The accidental difeovery of Archangel, in 1553, transferred a great part of this 

lucrative commerce to the Englifli. On the i ith of May, tliree fliips lailed from Dept¬ 
ford, to explore the North Seas, under the command of Sir Hugh WillougTOy. 'J’wo 
of thefe veffels penetrated as high as the 7 2d degree of latitude, to the coalt of Spitz- 
bergen; and being afterwards forced by ftrefs of w'eather into the bay of the river ilr- 
zhta in Ruffian Lapland, both crews were frozen to death. • 

Richard Chancellor, who commanded the other Ihip, called the Bonaventure, dif- 
covering the country bordering on the White Sea, landed near the moutli of Dvina, 
in a bay which he denominated the Bay of St. Nicholas, from a convent, near the 
prefent port of Archangel. Information of his .arrival being difpatched to Ivan Vaffi- 
iievitch II. the Tzar fuminoned him to Mofeow, dillinguifhed him with many marks of 
kindnefs and attention, received in the mod favourable manner a letter from Etlward 
VI. t» and permitted the Englifli to open a commerce with Ruffia. On Chancellor’s 
return, a Ruffian company was eflabliflied by Queen Mary, and in 1555 he again re¬ 
paired to Mofeow, accompanied by fcveral merchants of the incorporated fociety, to 
whom the Tzar granted “ a free liberty J of trading to any part of his dominion.s, 
without paying duties either of export or import, of exercifing all kinds of merchan¬ 
dizes in his empires and dominions, freely and quietly, without any reftraint, inipeacli- 
ment, price, exaflion, cuflome, toll, igipofitiqn, or fubfidie.” 

The correfpondence between Elizabeth and Ivan has already been mentioned § ; 
and it is no wonder that the monarch who obtsuned the proraife of an afylum ia 
England, if depofed by his fubjedls, ihould confer additional immunities on the new 
company. Thefe privileges, renewed on different occafions, amounted to monopoly ; 
“ Ivan forbidding all other perfons but the members of the faid company, and all other 
nations but the Englifli, to carry on any traffic to any of the northern coafts of 
Ruffia II.” 

During the reign of Ivan, the Englifli company fettled colonies in different parts of 
the empire; one at Kolmogori, where they even obtained grants of land, erefted 
r warchoufes, and formed a rope-walk; others at Novogorod and Vologda. Their 
chief eftablilhment was at Mofeow, where tlie Tzar built for their refidcnce a large 
brick edifice, called the ambaffador’s houfe. The principal merchandize which the 
firft Engififli fliips exported from Ruffia, were furs and fliins, malls, flax, liemp, cord¬ 
age, tallow, train-oil, tar, pitch, and leather Their imports were chiefly cloths of 
all forts, cottons, and tin. « 

« 

* The inercljants of Hamburoh and Lubec, and of the other .Hanfeatic toVlrnii. in carrying on this 
traffic, ufually failed to Revel or Narva, and from thcnllSpaflcd thvongh Dorpt to Plcfcof and Novogorod. 
S.R.G.V. p 41?; and Iluf. Hill. Mag. X. 291'. + Hackliiyt, vol. i. p-.ajj. 

J Ib. p. 265.16^ dated Mofeow, 7060, the fecond month of February. 

• J,See vol, ii, hook 3. chap. 5. }1 ^Jackluyt, p. 462. ^ Haefcluyt, vol i. p. 298—30^, 

3 Another 
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Another unexpeded advantage was derived from this conneaion with Ruffia. Ivan 
Vafldievitch, having conquered the Tartars of Cafan and Aftracan,*extended his do¬ 
minions as far as the Caipian Sea, and eftablifhcd a communication with the Perfians 
and Bucharians *. Animated with Che hopes of gain, the Englifh fadory obtained a* 
patent for an exclufive trade with Perfia and Buchariivj and fcvtral merchants naffad 
through Mofcow to the countries beyond the Cafpian. ’ * 

At the death of Ivan, the Englin/ loll their great fupport; and, on *the accefflon of 
Feodor, the conhrmation of their impumitios was for feme time refufeJ ; this refuhil 
was owing to the impatience of Sir Jerome Bowes, the Englifli ambailador, who, by 
his fiipercilious deportmeht, offended the Ruffian nobility, and occafioncd a revocation 
of the patent. In 1586, Jerome Horfey, the Englilh agent at Mofcow, obtained the’ 
rc-eftablifluent of feveral immunities j and, in' 1588, Giles Fletcher f concluded 
through the intereft of Boris Goduuof, a treaty of league and amity between Elizabeth 
and Feodor, the fecond article of which contained, “A confirmation and rc-effablilh- 
ment of the former privileges of the companie of our Englifh merchants, which were 
infringed and anndlled in the principal points, wi{h divers neceffary additions to the 
fame, for the better ordering of their trade in ihofe countrys hereafter 

At length the grant of exclufive trade feems to have been finally revoked by Boris 
Goduuof, who extended to the Dutch feveral immunities which had been hitherto 
peculiar to the Englifh, and reinflated the Hanfeatic towns in their ancient traffic to 
Novogorod and Plcfcof §. Still, however, the privileges which remained to the fadory 
were confiderable, confifting in a-commerce free of duty to any part of the Ruffian 
dominions. 

At the revolution which placed Demetrius upon the thrscic, the Englilh fadory con¬ 
ceived a ftrong hope of recovering its patent of exclufive trade. 

But his untimely fate prevented the good effects of his favourable intentions, and 
the civil calamities which, fubfequent to his affaffination, defolated Ruffia, almoll an¬ 
nihilated the Englilh commerce. But thefe troubles being terminated by the eleftion 
of Michael, Sir James Merricke, ambaffador from James I. to the court of Mofcow, 
obtained from the new Tzar a frefh patent in favour of the company j w'hich allowed 
them, as before, a free trade, without paying duties or cuftoms, to Archangel, and 
from thence to Kolmogori, Novogorod, Mofcow, and other parts of his dominions ll. ' 
This beneficial commerce was, in 1648, fuddenly annihilated by Alexey Michael- 
ovitch, who banilhed the Englilh merchants from his dominions. The caufe oi this 
expulfion is generally imputed to the refentment conceived by the Tzar againft the 
Englilh,-for the execution of Charles I.^, with whom he wae clolely'conneaed by 

leagues 


* Ruflian Dif^overics, part iii. chap. i. 

f Fletcher, who went lhi» embafly, and haa puolilhed a curious account of Ruflia, was fellow of 
King’s College, Cambridge. Hackluyt, vol. i. p. 475. S. R. G. V. p. 159. 

II As long as there was no town at the mouth of the Dvina, the merchandize was fent to Kolmogori 
and from thence into the interior parts of Ruffia. Some time in the reign of Feodor Ivanovitch, the firft 
foundations of the caftle of Archangel were laid : it took its name from a monaftery built in honour bf tlte 
yirthattfel Michael. This fpot foon incrcafcd to a town, and became the great ftaple of the Englilh trade. 
See S. R. G. vii. p.^Ayo. . 

sj In the midft of the Khitaigorod at Mofcow, there is an ancient gateway, which forms the entrance 
into the printing-office of the Holy Synod : it is of curious wotkmanihip, ornamented with figures of the 
lion and unicorn grotefqucly carved in wood. Thefe being the fupporters of the Royal arms of England, 
authors have conjectured that this gateway was the entrance to the hotel, conftruAed by order of Ivan 
Vaffilievitch, for the refidenoe of the Englilh ambaffador, and that the Tzar Alexe^ Was fo offendgd at 
tha execution of Charles, that he converted it into a printiitg ofiiee. It is probable, indeed, from the 

figures 
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lea|pies’«f ahiity and allbnce | bijt;m ,|(e? aibolifli^ tlie 

year before that event; His indi^fnation jiSgiiihfl j^ iE^ 

teSct'j the,rearmotive-being;dd‘ited''|jMtt;?tbe(:qfera^bf-tiiijf^t^ 

port and 'import^ ■!<)>. the ainbant'or'4 :;j'.per-:C^'tj'the'-Siberty 

of; tarrying db as free% tiiade as the E%ltfh; : $6f pot long 

fered William Prideaux, Cromwell's agent, to tefide at Arohangel, and perrnitted the 
EngKfh to renevy tbeir fconimerce in that port on the fame footing with 6th^ foreign¬ 
ers *. ‘ it a ppears alfo, from Mil tort's and T|!_urjoe*s State Papi^S^ that; the Tzar not 
only reiceived feverai letters from G!r6mweil,1ind returned anfweraj but, at the pro- 
teclor’s requeft, Oven agreed to admit, bis ambai(|adpr at MofcbiJV. Iii confequcnce of this 
permiflion, Richard Bradfhaw, Cfomwell’s reljdent at Hamburgh, proceeded in his way 
to Mofcow, as far as Mittau, where he was honourably entertained by th fa Puke of 
Courland ; from which town feVeral difpatehespaflpd between Bradfliaw aro the Ruf¬ 
fian chancellor, with refpefl: to the fupericription of the Protector's;letter to the Tzar, 
which did not confer on that monarch all the titles he required. This feeins to have 
been merely a pretext, as Bradfliaw jffefts, to prolong the time ; and in effefthc foon 
afterwards returned to Hamburgh without having accompliflied his iiitended cnibafl'y f , 
Cromwell, however, gained a great point in opening the commerce of Archan¬ 
gel' to the Englifli; and although Alexey could not be induced to grant a free tratlc 
into the interior parts of his dominions; yet this exclufion was not peculiar to the 
Englifli; for he equally prohibited all foreign traffic, except at Archangel J. \ 

Soon after the Refloration, Charles H. defirous of obtaining a renewal of the comA 
pany's privileges, difpatched the Earl of Cariifle to Mofcow, who was ordered to re-! 
prefent, that “ tfaefe very ppvileges w'qre the bafis and foundation on which the amity 
of the two crowns of England and Mufeovy were fuperftruCled.” The embalfy failed 
offuccefs: the failure was imputed to the haughty deportment of the ambafl'ador, 
who expreffed difguft at the bad accommodations in Ruffia, did not pay fufficient court 
to the minifters and favourites of the Tzar, tendered repeated remoaflrances in a manner 
totally repugnant to the Ruffian cuftom, and, under a falfe notion of maintaining the 
dignity of his fovereign, objeded to the Riiffiah ^eranonial. It is much to be quef- 
tioned, however, if the Earl of Cariifle had aded a lefs impolitic part, whether the 
Ruffian court would have renewed the charter of the company in its/full extent, par¬ 
ticularly the exemption from duties of export and import; fince the Dutch readily 
paid the cufloms. I'he Earl of Cariifle coulcl only obtain a permiflion that the Englifli 
fliould trade freely into the Ruffian dominions, but remain fubjeft to the duties of 
export and iftiport. I'’rom that period the Britifli ccahmerce has fuffered no inter- 
ruption;§'..- 

' Archangel continued tbe foie port for the exports and imports 'of; Ruffia, ttw 
building of St. Pcterlburgh, when Peter the Clreat removed the co^^^ the 

fibres of tSf lion and unicorn, that tli's to the Englifli, aUltdn^li It was not 

tfe antbaffatlot’s hotel, that beinp,- fituateii near llie ciitiri'h of flfi ,Ma>tlnrtua, ih another 'piVi Of the'Mli- 
taigorod } bat ait ewidenily appeara, f iMra an infeript ^n ov'cf that Hi’is ^ftildin^ Was nOt 'Cim- 

vtfrird.'ititp a priiiliag-officc on account of the diVcntiim of'jC?fe»rks. 'Jfe'be infcripi;|»o ■ deiiOicf, that 
Michael Fcodofoyitch, and iiii Am Alexey, bc cOiiftruiSlcd in tlte 

priiitii%.hoof<j; Juiii; :9th, 7152, or, accOi'^lhigto'S^ ® proafiKatllit eltablllhmint of 

the priiJtirtg^botife was .prior, by atjeafl -ttiiiVt y'eaf^. to the Gtiadijs, and CiOliM haVerod'te- 

. i'ercnce'tO'lhai-.even.t,, , *■ , 

+. See Miltonis Works, p. i(5;j7. ThoHoe,'*vol iii p and vi. 4oF,,4'^2, 

I •I'barloe, voltdi. p. 593, t J Except the Ihort iatemal Under i’auL 
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White Sea to the havens of the Baltic*., The Britifh merchants, who were highly 
favouted by that monarch, fettled in the new metropolis, which fuddenly became the 
principal mart for the Ruilian trade. The privileges of the Britifti faftory eftablilhed 
in Ruflia are confirmed by afolemn treaty of comtnerce and navigation, concluded‘in 
1734 between George II. and the Emprefs Anne j ^nd fi/ice renewet^ betweec/Jiis 
prefent Majefty and Catherine 11 . t 

The whole trade of St. Peterlburgh in exports and imports for 1/77, with the Eng- 
lilh and other nations, was^ 


In exports 
Imports 


2 , 400 ,OOol. 

1,600,000 


4,OOOjQOol. o 


loanee in favour of Rufiia 

_ •• 

The Britifh fliare in this trade is. 

In the exports about J 
Imports 


8oc,ooq 



*>932>724h 1*5 


Gain 


1,084,839 14 

• - — ^ 1 - 11 


Confequcntly, the trade with all other nations (the Ruffian fubjefls included) is, 

In the exports - 891,2171.14'? 2 067 27 d. 2 

Imports - . - 1,176,057 23 2,007,2751. 2 


Lofs 


284,839 14 


From hence it is evident Ruffia gains annually 7 , 0. 

by her trade with the Britifh fubjefts about 3 »° 4 » 39**4 

And that flie lofes by h«r trade with all other ? » „ 

nations • » - ^ 4 , 39 *4 

Remains annually a clear gain of about ^ 800,000 o . 


But fhould the contraband traffic (in which the value of the imports far exceeds that 
of the exports, and in which the Britifh have little or no concern) be included, it will 

confiderably diminifh the balance of thefe commercial profits as juft ftated. 

* 

* It) 1752, Elizabeth,again reftored the ancient immunities of Archangel; and its prefent trade is not 
inconfidcrable. The port I'upplies the government of Archangel, and part of thofe of Nilhnci-Novogorod 
and Cafan, with European commodities, and draws in exchange from thofe |,arts corn, flax, hemp, coarfc 
linen, cordage, fails, malls, tallow, which are moilly conveyed by the Dvina: it forms alfo a ^rinaipal 
communication with the nor^ern and weilcrn parts of Liberia, from whence furs, Btins, and iron are 
procured. , * 

t The reader will find the firft treaty of 17^4 in RoufTet’s Supplement to Dnmont’s Co^s Diplo~ 
matique, vol. iii. p. 4^5 f and the lall, of 1766, iii a CoUeAion of Treaties between Great Britain 
and other Powers, vol. ii. p. 309—327. 

t Sec Britilh exports and imports, Appendix, No. 2. 
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According to this ftatement, half the trad^ of St, Pt^teffbBfgh is In the hands of the 
EngHlli; but as their exports and impdrts io *777 exceeded tnofe of the preceding or 
iubfequent years, this ejHmate may be copfidered as too highly rated; we may famiy, 
hbwfver, allow, upon the moil moderate computation, that a Uiird of this commerce w 
carried on by our fa£lorj'.', , 

The average number of merchant fliips, which annually arrive fro'm England at the 
port of Ca-oiiftadtj with goods laden for St. Peterfburgh, may be collefted from the 
fSllowing table; * 


Ytar*. 

Ships 

Years. 

Ships. 

Years. 

Ships. 

Years, ships. 

*753 

“ 149 

*758 

- 161 

1763 

- 149 

*773 - 3*9 

*754 

- 236 

*759 

- 206 

*767 

- 200 

*774 - 3 '« 

*755 

- 160 

1760 

" *37 

1763 

-,237 

1776 - 320 

* 7 S<* 

- 186 

1761 

- 13® 

1769 

- 322 

*777 - 3 ^*> 

‘757 

- 129 

1762 

- *53 

1770 

- 306 

*778 - 252 


The general ftate of the trade of St. Peterfburgh in 1778 was, 

In exports - - ®,o42,o97l. 8 

Imports ’ - x ' 1,318,428 16 


In 1799, the exports from St. Peterfburgh amounted to 38,169,925 roubles j the 
imports 19,290,779. 

•in 1778 the following number of velTels arrived at Cronftadt; 


Englifh 

252 

Dutch 

*47 

Hamburgh 

• 2 

French • 

I 

Daniih 

39 

Stralfund 

- 1 

Spaniih 

6 

Pruffian r 

•26 

Bremen 

3 

Ruffian 

12 

Lubeck * 

38 



Portuguefe 

2 

Roflock 

39 

Total 

- 607 

Swediffi 

47 

.Dantzick 

2 


..- 


Befide the metropolis, the Ruffian trade in the Baltic is carried on at Riga, Revel, 
Narva, and Wiburgh. From Riga t a confiderable quantity of com is exported by the 
Englifh, Swedes and Dutch, which is fent down the Duna from the provinces of Plefcof, 
lomolenfko, and Novogorod: the mails are alfo fhipped from the fame port. The 
other exports from this, and the above*mentioned maritime towns, are fimilar to thofe 
of St. Peterfburgh. 

* Tlfc Fitacbwporti and import* are, in time of war/moftljr conveyed in Dutch bottoms, which » 
the reafun why, in 1778, but one Ft each vtiTel arrived at Crontodt, although their export* and imports > 
lot that ^ear amounted to 148*75 jU t the account ol in die ad volui^e. 


Additim 















Ad^iont to the Account of the Engli/h Commcrce.'—Augujt i8oi« 

BYthe kind communication of 3 iriend well veyfed in the Jluffian commerce, I am 
enabled to fubjoin a ftatement of the mode in which the Britiih trade is princiuaUy 
conduced. • ♦ * • 

To enter into all the details of the Ruffian cbmmerce, from the growth of the raw 
article in the interior provinces to its arrival at the port for exportation, would-require 
a diftinft, and indeed, a voluminous treatjfei But a few obfervations may give a general 
idea of an interefting p^rt of the fubjed, namely, the manner in which the commerce 
is conduded between Great Britain and Ruffia. , 

The particular privileges attached ta the guilds, into which the Ruffian tnerchants 
are enrolled, appropriate to them the interior commerce of the country. 

A foreigner who imports goods into Ruffia, mufi: fell them to Ruffians only, and at 
the port where they arrive, none but natives being allowed to fend merchandize into 
the interior of thq empire for fale. A few foreigners, indeed, fettled in Ruffia, and 
having connedions with natives, do carry on a ti^de with the interior j but it is con¬ 
trary to law and the goods jre liable to feizure. 

The late Emprtjfs, probably with a view to induce foreigners to weave their interefts 
more clofely with Ruffiaj by engaging their capital in every department of commerce, 
propofed certain advantages to thofe foreigners who would infcribe themfelves in guilds, 
and put themfelves on the fame footing with her own fubjeds. The advantages were, 
under a commercial point of view, very conftderable. They greatly dimimlhed the 
heavy duties on feveral articles *, and permiffion was granfed'to trade into the country, 
that is, to carry imported articles to the beft market, and to purchafe the native pro- 
duds either by themfelves or agents. Notwithftanding, however, the probability of 
being underfold by foreigners, and even by fome few of their own countrymen, a large 
majority of the Britiih merchants refufed to refign, or even to rilk that charader and 
independence which they had fo long and honourably fiillained as Britiih fubjeds, pro- 
teded by Ruffian laws. • 

If their determination did honoift* to their firmnefs, the event proved (What could 
not be forefeen) that it even promoted their interell. The Ruffians foon perceived,, that 
if foreigners, with all their intelligence and large capitals at command* could, like 
themfelves, penetmte the country, the principal emoluments would pafs intomther 
hands, and they counteraded the attempts of the new fpcculamrs. Even when the pri¬ 
vilege was granted to Britilli fubjeds* by the Treaty of Commerce coneluded by His 
Majelly’s late minifter at the court of St. Peterlburgh, it wj^ impoffible to derive any 
foliU advantage from it j for although the right of lending g;oods into the interior was 
no longer difputed, yet by the revival of corporation laws* till that time confidered as 
.obfolete, it was found that goods belongirfg to foreigners in palling through different 
towns would ba fubjed to fuch heavy duties, that the Ruffians were able conliderably 
to underfell the Britiih merchants who engaged in thefe adventures, 

-The Ruffians, therefore, asconneded with Britiih'commerce,form two diftind cln&s, j 
firft, the grower of the rav articlesj as hemp, flax, &c. or the proprietor of them, as of 
tallow, briftles, &c. Thrfe are, generally fpeaking, the owners of the foil and pf the 
pealants where the articles are produced. 

* Foreign merchants wesfe obliged to pay thefe dbtiea in foreign coin, inftead of Rulfian bank ootn* or 

copper money, which made a di&tence of 25 or go per cent. 

'■ 5 T a ^ ' aTl^e; 



876 C0X3^*S tRAVELS IN RtTSSiA, . 

The manufacturers of linens, failcloth, &c. purchafe the^yam of the peafaiitSj who 
grow the flax, and make the yarn ; it is then manufit^i^red into ravenducks, flems* and, 
drillings, entirely in their own fabrics, and thefe articles are feldoin, if ever, fold bn 
ccftitrabt, previous to their arrival St St. Peteriburgh. The Ruflia linens (known in 
‘thi?,"country by the name of flaxen linens, crafh, and diaper*) are made entirely by the 
peafants; and for this articfe the kuffian merchant is in a manner only the fiiCldr, as he 
buys them ready hiade, and carries them to St, Peteriburgh for fale. In the manufac* 
turcof fheir fail-olbth, the fame drcumftance occurs. 

The fccond dafs of-Ruflian merchants are, more properly fpeaking, factors; thefo 
alone make the contracts with the Britifti merchant at the ports of Ruflia, and while 
riioft of them poflefs neither capital nor goods, they derive large profits from their com- 
mcrdai tranfattions. 

From the month of November, till the fiiipping feafon In May, the Ruffians, who 
trade in hemp, flax, tallow, brifllcs, v/ax, oil, hides, iron, and many other articles, 
(except manufactures and linens,) either come thomfelves to St. Peteriburgh, or employ 
agents to fell tlieir goods to foreigners, to be delivered according to agreement, in May, * 
June, July, or Auguft. The payments are made according to the cii'cumftanccs of the 
fellers and buyers; and fonietimes the buyer pays the whole amount, in the winter 
months, for the goods which are to be delivered in the fuinraer or autumn; at others, 
he pays a part on concluding the contract, and the remainder on delivery of the goods. 
The manufacturers and dealers in linens ufually come to St. Peterfburgh in March, and 
fell their goods for ready money. 

The foreign goods were 'formerly alraoft entirely fold on twelve months credit, and 
fome on a flill longer term j but lately, feveral articles, fuch as coffee and fugar, are U.ld 
at St. Peterfburgh for ready money; ftill, however, the interior is fupplied with loreign 
goods on credit, and moll of the woollen trade in St. Peteriburgh is carried on by 
aKowing the Ruffians a long credit with the goods. Many, I might alraoft fay all 
the Ruflians, who buy goods on credit of foreigners, for the fupply of the interior, 
have no other connections or trade with St. Peterfburgh, than merely coming there 
once or twice a year to.purchafe goods on credit, which having accompliflied, they fet 
off with the goods, and the foreigner neither fees lior hears of them again till the bills 
becohie due. By the laws of Ruflia, none but merchants inferibed in the guilds are 
allowed to trade; and in c^fe any perfon not inferibed (that is, a peafant) contracts a 
debt for more than five roubles, he cannot be profecuted, nor is he liable beyond that 
fura, Notwithftanding this law, a great many peafants do trade, andliCtually purchafe 
goods of foreil^ners on long credit. 

It may not be improper here to notice the fallacious though fpecious ftatement of the 
author of the Secret Memoirs of the Court of St. Peterfburgh refpeCling the trade be- 
"tween Great Britain and Ruflia. He fays, the EngHfh take away leather, and bring 
Ihoes; take grain, and return beer; and fend fliips laden with hardware in exchange 
for iron, timber, &c. In the firft place, it may be remarked, neither fhoe?, beer, nor 
hardware are allowed to be imported, nor has any timber been received from Ruflia 
’ for a^confiderable time. * “ ' 

The author ha? carefully kept in the back, ground an eflenfcial point which proves the 
mutual interefts of Great Britain and Ruffia fo be infeparable. It woufid, in the prefent 
ftate of things, fubjeCl Ruffia to grek inconvenience, were fhe merely to carry on, as 
the above-mentioned author propotes, an immediate exchange of produce. Before this 
produce can be^ brought to the pptts of Ruflia, a very confiderable capital is required; 

* and 
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and by the advance of this capital, not by the excliange of manufactures againft raw 
articles. Great Britain rendera trade reciprocally beneiicial to Iluflia. 

It will be evident that to conduft an extenfive commerce on this fyfteni, requires 
con^erable intelligence, an intimate acquaintance with, and unlimited confidence in the 
native merchants. Nothing can refledl more honour on the Ruffians, a^a comnig^iciai 
people, than that the liritim merchants arc in conftant habits of intruding to them the 
imnienfe luri'.s employed in the trade with that country, without any*fecurity beyond a 
pcifonal knowledge. • . • 

The trade has thus been conduced for upwards of three centuries; and if the favour¬ 
able difpofition, and the charader of Alexander did not preclude refiedion on pad 
tranfadious, theiiKorruplion which has lately taken place, and the temporary fufpenfion 
of confidence could never be too deeply lamented. So many comforts have been derived 
fi'otn a refidi iice in the metropolis of St. Peterfburgh, that not only Englilh capital has 
been employed in the commerce, but the pofiefTors of that capital have themlclves di- 
reded its employment; fo that, excepting in one or two infiances, the commerce with 
Great Britain is not conduded through the medium of mere agents, as formerly ; but 
the Englilh tnerchant refident in St. Peterfburgh has the foie and independent com¬ 
mand of the capital which he embarks in commerce. 

Another drcvfmflance conneded with the Britifli trade is too curious to be pafled in 
filencc. Every mercantile bq^ufe in St. Peterfburgh employs certain men, called in the 
language of the country, Artelfchicks, who are the counting-houfe men, and employed 
by every merchant to colled payment on bills, to receive money, as well as in many 
inllances to pay it in very conliderable fums. This is an iinportant part of their truft. 
There being no bankers in Ruffia, every mercantile houfe keeps its own cafh ; and as 
the payments between merchants, and for bills of exchange, are made entirely in bank 
notes of no higher value than five, ten, twenty-five, fifty, and one hundred roubles, moft 
of them in fo tattered a flate, as to require feveral hours to count over a fum of tw% or 
three thoufand pounds; this bufmefs is performed by artelfchicks, and very few in- 
ftances have occurred of lofs by their inattention, either in niifcounting the notes, in 
taking falfe notes, or, where thej are much torn, in receiving parts of difierent bank 
notes. 

Thefe artelfchicks are dfo employed to fuperintend the loading and unloading* the 
different cargoes; they receive the moft. valuable into the warehoufe, where they are left 
folely under their care; and in thefe warehoufes not merely merebandife, Irtit often 
large quantities of dollars are depofited. Thefe Ruffians are nioftly natives of Arch¬ 
angel and the adjacent governments, of the lowclt clafs, are often llaves, generally of 
the crown ; and the only fecurky of the merchant arifes in fome degree from tlie tiatural 
reluftance of the Ruffian to betray confidence repofed in him; but in a much greater 
from the nature of their affociation, which is called an Artel. • 

An Artel confifts of a certain number*of labourers, wdio voluntarily become refpon- 
fible, as a body, for the honefty of each individual. The feparate earnings of each man 
are put into the common ftock, a. moitthly aiiowance is made for his fupport, and at 
the end of the year the furplus is equally divided. The number varies in differenteffo- 
ciations from fifty to o»e hundred; ahd fo jidvantageous is it confidered to belong to 
one of thefe IScieties, that 500, and even 1000 roubles are paid for admiffioa. Thefe 
focietiss are not bbund by any law of the empire, or even written agreement; nor does 
the merchant reftrain them under any legal obligation ; yet there has been no iaftance 
of their .obje^ng to a^y juft claim, or or protecting an individual whole conduct had 
brought a demand on the fociety. • * 

Chap* 



'Chap. XXIII.— "Prdprefs, unj Termiuof the F.ngliJJj Trade m the CafpJah 
'Sea.—Commerce of Rujftam in the Ofinritr. — Dcfiription of the principal 

Phts.—Expn-is aihi ''pi-ts,-—Average Value if the Trade. — Commerce with djeBucha- 
rians and Chinefc. 

IN the fourtcentli ccntiuy, the Venetians and Ccaoeio drew ,, hx; means cT the C.if- 
pian, through Aflracan to their feitlements at Azof* and Cafi'a, the Indian, Perfiin, 
a^d Arabian merchandize, with which they furnifhed the fduth of Eurone. 'i'he 
northern part of this continent was fupplied likewife, through Aflracan, w :h Afiatic 
goods, by the Ruffian merchants of Ladoga on the Volkof, who fent thci i to their 
■principal ftorehoufe at Wifby, a Hanfeatictown in the Illeof Gothiaitd. The devafla- 
tion occafioned by the wars of Tamerlane, at the end of the fourteenth ceniuj-y, turned 
this trade’from Aflracan' to Smyrna and Aleppo, l-he commerce of] Araliia, more 
commodious for thdfe ports, never reteimed to Aflracan; but part of *the Periian traffic 
was afterwards reflorcd to its old channel. 

While the provinces of Cafaa and Aflracan were jinder the government of the Tar| 
tars, the cap, or head-quarters of the Khan, was a mart for the RAiffian and Perfiail 
merchants. But as, according to the ca'loin oi ajc revhig Tartars, it was frequently-, 
changed, Aflracan and Terkif became at length two principal places of refort. This \ 
commerce, impeded and frequently interrupted by the numerous banditti, was precari- I 
ous; until the conqueft of Cafan and Aflracan opened a ready communication between 
'Mofeow and the Cafpian Sea; Ivan Vaffilievitch II. having garrifoned Aflracan witfe- 
troops, rendered it the chief emporium of the eaftern trade. Inis conqueft being com^j 
pleted in 1554J foon after the difeovery of Archangel, the Englifh obtained the Tzar’s 
pcfmiffion to pafs through his dominions into Perfia, and carry on an cxclufive trade 
over the Gafpian. 

Jenkinfon was the firfl Englifhman who navigated that fea. In 1558, he landed at 
Mangufhlak upon the Eaflem fhore, paffed by land through the country of the Turko¬ 
man Tartars to Boghara, capital of Great Bucharia, and returned to Mofeow the fol¬ 
lowing' year. In 1561, he again failed over the Cafpian, and proceeding to* the coafl 
of Shiryan, went by land to Cafbin, the refidence of the fophy, from whom he obtained 
a permiffion of trading into Perfia. Sevei'al merchants followed his example. The lafl 
expedition was made, in 1597, by Chriflopber Burroughs; whofe fhip being, on its 
return, fhattered by the ice in the mouth of. the Volga, he and his crew efcaped with 
difficulty, and arrived at Aflracan after many dangers During thefc expeditious the 
traffic was chiefly confined to the ports of Tumen, Derbent, Baku, and the coafl of 
Grhilan. • 

The difaflers which attended the voyage of Burrough, the banditti frequenting the 
fhores of the Cafpian, and the wars between the Tuiki.and Perfians, obftruded the infant 
commence; and during above a century and a half no EngUfh vefl’el appeared upon this 

* See GuWenftaedt^e-Treatife Von den Hafcn am Cafpifehen Meere, !n Journ. St. P^t. for 1777. 

The Indian goods were brought, for the moll p. rt, tlirongh Perfia, acrol's ibe Cafpian to Altracan, from 
tliencc up the Volga, then by land to ilu: i;orr^ an-! down that riven to Azof. 

Triki was fituated near the river Teiek, open the weftcruibore of the Cafpian : no traces of it remain, 
as the file is covered by the fea. 

Pl^kluyt, p, 324--4so. b. R. G, viii. 426—473. 
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fe^. At length, in 1741. the Britifh merchants of St.Peterfburgh, perri-i.r;;'.-! of 
Capiaiji Elton, ah EngliHimah in the Ruffian fervice, renewed 'the cciarn:,; (i ' 
liffie ! a fi;£lory at Redid in the province of Ghiian. Some difputes writ¬ 

ing, iS well between the Englifli thepifelvcs, ns between the Ruffians and Elion, he cn- 
ferc,' into the fervice of isbidir Shah, and affifled in conftruding fonv:' veflcls o^he 
Caf| -an. T his circumftahce gave umbrage to the coilrt of 8t. Pctcrfliurgh, and l^a- 
bcth. in 1746, withdrew her permiffion to the Englilh merchants, of puffing through 
her iiominions for the Cafpian commerce. Gn the death of Nadir Shah in 1 747, who, 
in cr nfequencc of Elton’s influence, had permitted the Englifli to trade to Perfia, their 
faGo y WAS pillaged by one of the pretenders to the throne, and their commerce annU 
hilat'd*. , 

Ti c Ruffians purfued with perfeverance the track opened by our merchants, and 
und‘,Alexey Michaelovitch, Aflracan became the centre of the Perfian trade; to 
whici) place merchants from Bucharia, Grim Tartary, Armenia, Perfia, and even India, 
refoned. The veffels of the Ruffians being rudely framed, without decks, and of courfe 
*exp(>red to conftaiv fhipwrecksf, the Tzar drew from AniRerdam feveral fhip-builders,, 
for tlie purpnfe of conftrufting veffels more calculiftcd to weather the ftorms of this fca;. 
but I iiefe defigns being fruftrated by the rebellion of the Cofl'acks of the Don, under 
Stenko Razin|, the trade of Ruffia was annihilated by their devaftalions. Gn the 
quelling of the revolt, and punifhment^of their leader, the greater part of the commerce 
fell into the hands of the Armenian merchants eilabliflied in Aflracan, who fettlecffac- 
tories both in the Ruffian and Perfian territories §.. 

During this whole period the Ruffian and Armenian traders penetrated no further 
than Niezabad, a port between Derbent and Baku; and their chief fettlement was at 
Shamakee, capital of Shirvan, until 1711, when that town was taken by the Lefgees,, 
and the fa£lory deflroyed. , " 

In 172.1, this commerce was again revived: Peter having marched an army into 
•Perfia, over-raathe provinces of Dageftan, Shirvan, Ghiian, and Mafanderan, on the 
eaftern and fouthern coafts of the Ca^iian, and obtained their ceffion by a formal treaty. 
Soon afterwards, be eftablifhed a Ruffian company trading to the Cafpian; but the 
whole capital confifted only of fouf hundred fiiares, of the value of 30!. each. The 
chief fettlements were formed at Aftracan and Kiflar. » • 

The pofleffion of thefe diftant provinces proving expenfive and of little advantage,. 
Anne reftored them to the fophy jj on condition that the Ruffian merchants fliould en¬ 
joy liberty of trade to the havens of the Cafpian without paying duty, fhould be al- . 
lowed to build houfes and magazines, and not be fubjeft to the laws of t*he country 
The privileges of this company were confirmed by Anne and Elizabeth j but the com¬ 
merce was inconfiderable until the reign of Catharine 11 . who, in 1762, abolifhed this 
exclufive right, and permitted all her fubiefls to trade with Perfia; prohibiting, on 
account of the numerous banditti who infeu the roads, the inland traffic from Kiflar, 
and the other Cafpian* ports to Shamakee. Two Ruffian confujs refide at Baku and 

• Sec Hanway/s* Btidfh trade over the Cafpian Sea, in his Travels, vols. i. and ii. j and chap. xxKiii. ia 
m fccond volume of Cooke's Travels through tiic Rul^an Empire to Perfia. Both thefe accounts. how< 
ever contradi&ory taeach other* fufiiciently prove the unfortunate mifundeffiandings. which had arifen be« 
tween the Engliih-who engaged in this trade. 

•f S R G. vii p.49^. ^ ^ . 

t Bufehing, ix So—88. For an account of Stenko Rafin, fee Schtnidt, Ruff. Gef. voL it. p. 33. MoU. 
ley’s Hillory of Catharine, V0I.L p. 227. 

i S. R. C. vii. p. 505. / II S. R. G. i. p. 154, &c. f Guldeaflaedt... 
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IvIuKellf’e *. Tlut • ro!; however, cannot prevent the contraband trade winch 

h ciirried on ?.t !r'!;5o; ;i”.J the other ipland towns of Perfia, by the Arpientaa 

inercliants} who, h<n»' I '.- w knowledge of the coun\ry and language, underfell the 
Riifijans, * . ' ■ 

^llracan, dltUatcd on an i land in a branch of the Volga, is the great flaple of the 
Cfifpian fomfnerce; and,* by nibans of that river, is ’ readily fupplied with European 
iricrchandize .from tlia ports of the Baltic f* Although Auracan is only in the 471!! 
degree*of latitude, yet the cold is extremely intenfe in winter j and for two months 
the Volga is gcucraliy froa;cn fo hard as to be •palled over by heavy-laden fledges 
Large tractK of fnc-il on the banks of that river, in the provipce of Kafan, furnilh fuf- 
ticient oak ami limber for the conflruction of velfels for the Cafpian fea. 

'fhe Cafpian is fix hundred and eighty miles in length, from Gurief to Mcdlhstifar, 
and in no part more than twai hundred and fixty in breadth. It has no tide j and, on 
account of Ihords is navigable only by veflels drawing from nine to ten feet water; it 
hasftrong currents, and, like all inland fcas, is fubje6: to violent ftorms§, which the 
Ruffian vefftls, wretchedly conllrufted, weather with difficulty: the yvaters are brackiffi. 
'I’he Uraliau Colfacs enjoy the right •of filhing on the coaft forty feveu miles on each 
fide of the river Ural; and the inhabitants of Aftracan poffefs the exclufive privilege 
on the remaining Ihores belonging to Ruffia. .The roe of fturgeons*and beluga fupply 
large quantities of caviare; and the fifh, which are chiefly falted and dried, form a con- 
fid^able article of confumption in the Ruffian empire. The Cafpian abounds with fea- 
dogs, which are hunted and caught in great nuntbers ||. 

i’he ports of the Gafpiah may be divided ipto Ruffian, Perfian, and Tartar. 

The Ruffian ports and trading places are, i. Gurief; 2. Kiflar. 

I. Gurief, fnuated on the mouth of the Yaikor Ural, near a bay of the Cafpian, is 
a fmall but llrong fortrefs, which guards the frontiers of the Ruffian empire towards 
ti^e territory of the Kirghees Tartars. The place contains fcarcely a hundred houfes, 
and, except the garrifon, has no inhabitants biit a few merchants from Aftracan, who 
trade with the neighbouring Tartars <|[. 2. The fortrefs of Kiflar ftands near the eaftern 

coaft, and covers the frontiers towards the limits of Perfia. Veffels formerly entered 
the fouthern branch of the Terek; but as the mbuths of that river are now choaked 
up,..the merchandize is landed in a fmall bay at the diftance of thirty-four miles. Kif¬ 
lar draws from Aftracan the European commodities neceflary for the Perfian traffic, to¬ 
gether with corn and provifion for the Ruflian colonies on the Terek, and for the neigh¬ 
bouring diftrifl: of Mount Caucafus. Befide the goods v?hich Sre difpofed of at Kiflar, 
and lent to ilv? Perfian ports, the inhabitants carry on a contraband trade tu bhamakee, 
Derbent, and even Tiflis in Georgia, which is exceedingly precariousTrom the numerous 
banditti who pillage the caravans. 

Before I enumerate the principal Perfian havens, it would be neceflary to acquaint 
the reader to whom belong the provinces of Shirvan, Ghilan, Mafanderan, and Aftra- 
bad, in which countries the ports reforted to by the Ruffians are fituated. But the 
unfetiled ftate of Perfia, and the civil wars which continue tp harrafe that divided em¬ 
pire,* render it difficult to afeertain that point **. In general ihofe provinces are governed 

by 

* Guldenttaedt, p *48. ,t Hanway, p. 141. J Gm«lin..voI ii p. 84. 

{ Hallway, vol 1 p. WJ- || Jour. St. Pci p. 3 ,;! S. R-G vii p 55. Fora lift of the filli 
in the Cafpian, fee Gmefin, vol ii p *46 ■ f Palla* Reifc, I 424. &c. 

Oil ?he aflafli .ati n of Nadir -hab, in 1747, various cbinplitors pra/en.ed tliemfelvea to fill the va¬ 
cant thiour i antfin kfo than two yeain e ght lovercigns had rcignvd, been depofed, or affaffinated} when 
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P6i‘ii|h «pm|neit5e ; fo^ierly vefifels enfcsr^ throtfgli =th|9 cha^ 
th& tj'ay ■ being are obliged to la^'at anchor ib tb€^**dad.^^ .^ 

ledjon the a feviftaifes iiorth of Reihd^^gCIphd 

Ghilan: it ccatfifts of JCI'ld and New Eina ; the foriherinhabit^ % me Eerfisais 
and v^menians^undef thefophy, the latter by the Ruffian moJchMits, 

and thofe Armeftia^s Ruffia. A gaiTifon of thirty foidiers is fta- 

tioh^ Ahdd th#, ei^mand nf cohl^ ^ It cpdtains a Rulte and Arhiehian chufch 
and nbput Mnipd with reedv 1‘he refine only of the 

Pet^ah;andYj^c^i^'chmn*^im§-%’;fexpp^ tw Great mart 

beingj^at' 
hjerchants:;lfeom^aui^ ;:hhd-the.Spn^ idittesi^of’Rerfia| 'Turkey, 

fefort, ■ in'brdei*.'to pufeehale ■thc^j^iw'.j^^^and: 'mandfaftu^ew^^'Gh^ the 

Ruffiianspi^Ie pf: their’^j^f^"*?!^^ to cortfideraWi'^vanta^,' and obtjun 
in return the pJdpdh£|ibns;6f ':tbis= 0C^^ Tho’tnanufaftures * and filk of Ghi- 

laa, fefteethed tfe^^ft in P«j^^.||lte;heen<lttjhch^^^^ lai} fiftyl^years, that 

Reffid,iS;bet^mfe^^idf'ctie'':ftr^^ihfceidm^ot^lii^dhi^^ fineR ■ 

fort is uhraliy^hftdi'and or fold to the 

'Turks j the inferior kind is ydhhwi sfid pjfocipilly tiit^ Ruffians. There 

is focb a cohftdht, demand fch‘.)thd ^Ik^df^hdah that t)^ rifes every yeaiv 
Reflid fuj5plj0i$ tho borderi p^fovinbei •of Pcfiia, atm the iindppcindent neighbouring 
ftatcs as w ?is ©forgia, wrUh 3Bwhp?nn merchandize, except the gdods which are tranf- 
ported immediately froitii^AwacanllthfoughV^iflar^ parts 

of Gecffgiaivnhd^ theii!iSi#hbdifog %dyht:aiisT ?di|l'|jbfe^^^^^ Shamakee, to 
the Lelgeef^artara* apd other independenttribesy; ^ and 6. Medfhetifar, 

are ftiuated eh thefourth'i^ toaftj they are both fmalt 

wUlaKesj.of wljht^ J^edffieti^ ismdR ^ Balfrufch, capi- 

l^'of the pfoyfocfe, where the Ruffianshttid' ^rfeehi^^^ : the 

fidffic, hoh^ebj '» muc^^^ lefs cbnfulerable th# fp^t«iriy»', owing to the 

imppfoibrts^df tbe Khandf Mafenderan. " T^ are 

hlki:'^'^ii*ri6r|d^a^fGhih and-cch'^i>bf^^pi|^^!iSp^I^^ ex- 

g prtatibhi'^^',hfoir^it|S;jfifo ifoahanjyS^ira^;;;^^|||!i^ Bal- 

’ufchj’ and briitg -fpr fele ihe Beriian;and, 

badii^ton^^'Rhfll^ci thispro- 

.vince|:;hpd?'hse)ipc^shhd'h»jpp^»'"hrd.-h^l^^^ Thfr' 

«omm|i^dT 4 iNb^^:c^^ . , ^ . 

The'i'aitar havens ire, a. Mang^pk, both ef whibh, but 
particulariy ihedafter^ affords harb.pur. i, the^Kans foequent^ 

in the "Bay of Bal^ li mji^bited’ chiefly by pirates of tb^HKe pT Turlkomsai ;,1|pthrs: 
l^fb i^dspfo^ riceWd cotton, and one^of ^gtjflPnied TSSta^^thonibi 

traffic ml^fc be' increafed to the a'^Pntagfe'fi^'Ridfia} aslf hronld be 
far hfoM tfli^mOdigus to trade With the Tartars ofy^‘a-att 3 ]Bucharia fronirthefc f>hrts 
foaqffom 0 fenburgh,' throt^h the country ofoflfijprarlike and independent JCirgheeSi. 
'h^TBeObfotheirce of Manguinlak is mo.ft’cbhfi®lbte 3 : theia^bouring 'I’arMrs bring 
foi^lus jpifoetb^ own ccg|pP. and e'^en of*Buchaiiaj fuch as cou 


?f Afc, in 'GmeUn”, to!.' ni.'-’p,;Ti cf ■■ 

fc** ■_5f“Vv.trrii_.- '- >■’ '-ji . L irj 
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COXZH. IK aySSIA* 

The principal commodities exported from Aftracan to the ports of the Cafpian feaj 
are cloths, chiefly EngUfli, Dfitcb, French, and,SHefian; vitriol, foap, alum, f«t;ar, 
Ruflian leather, needles, and cotton Huffs, coarfc linen manufadured in Ruflia, velvets, 
glafe ware, and looking*glaffes, writing paper, a few furs and (kins, a Hnall quantity oi 
tea, proyifions, chiefly corn and butter, wine, brandy, wooden furniture, fm-horfe 
teeth} alfo iron, brafs, tin, lead, hardwaare, watches, &c. &c. 10.1775, the valueol 
the cloths exported amounted to 52,dool.} the cochineal 1045,500!.; and tbe indigo 
to 7,000. Imports: Raw and manufaSured filks, but chiefly tbe former, from the 
provinces of Shirvan pd Ghilan; which article, in 1775, amounted to 43,800!, Bu- 
charian lamb-Ikins, rice, dried fruit, fpices and drugs, coffee, wine, faflhm, fait, ful- 
phur, and naphtha. The Indians and merchants of Khiva bring occafionally to Affra- 
can gold and filvcr in bars, gold-dnll, precious Hones, and pearis. 

Tbe trade of the Caipian feahad confiderably declined befe'c theacceilidn of the late 
Emprefs: by the abolition of monopolies, and by other ufeful regulations, it has lately in- 
creal’ed tofuch degree, that within the Ipace of fifteen years the average fum of the 
exports and imports has been nearly tripled: • 



36,1001.? 
42,100 5 

« a* 

Total exports 
and iiupoitt. 

78,200!. 

Balance againH Rulfia 

6,000 




87,7001. ? 

63*790 5 

m m 

*51,460 

Balance in favour of Ruflia 

24,000 




125,4001. ? 

64,120 3 

- 

189,520 

Baliuice in favour of Ruflia 61,280 

Traffic with Georgia and the natives of Caucafus 

10,000 

Total in 1775. 



199,520 


The contraband trade is not included in this calculation *. * 

. 'V 

Conmerte ndth the JBUchariant and Chinefe* 

Under'the commerce with tbe Bueharianst 1 comprize that with the Calfflucs, and 
other Tartar nations beyond the fronders of Siberia j becaufe it a of fuch littlq impor* 
tance as fcarcely to defe^ve a fqparate article. 

• The reader who wilhri to trace the rtTe, pfogreb, and prefey} flat? of the eommenje on the Cafgian 
fea, mui confnit and compare Hackluyt'* Colledlion of Voyage*, Vol- i.p. 3*4 to 4^1 i Hanway^a Brftift 
Trade of the Cafpian Sta) Cooke’s Travel* j S. R, G. vii. 103—5461 GmehVe Eriie, vol. iii. t and 
Caldenftaedt^aTieatife mealionedabove. ....... . - * ?« 

f Having before mentfobed the commerce wjA the Btichanana-npon the Eaftem«djift» of thf 
if b ikeedlcfi to enter upon ^ny fiifdler detail of it in this iplace. • ■' wn. 

• 5 u a TTqc 
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The Biichariins, whn iifihabit thp fquth-Wefte^^ P??^ of ihdej>eiM 3 erit Tartary, are a 
commercial people; their caravans tfavel through me Whole cohtbept of Alia *1 aad 
traffic with Ruma, Thibet, tlhina, .India, arid reriia. Ruffia coutrinjB feyefal 
ot Bucharians, ;who are fettled in many large tovyns of the fprithern provinces, and main- 
tain^a vonftant fomtnunicarion with the mercharits of their own, copritry. Their prin¬ 
cipal marts are To;alk,Kiafta, Orenburgh, which is the riibft confidrirable, and 
chiefly, ti;ades with Kafitaf, Talhkpit, and Khiva f. Their caravans ate expoCed to 
pillrige' frorn the Kirghees Tartars, through whofri couritry they afe ribiiged to pafs. 
'Hieir'lmporis are gold and iilver, chiefly inl\*rfian coins and Ind rupees, gold-duii J, 
precious ftones, particularly rubies, lapis tazuli, fpun and raw cb|tori, cotton fluffs in 
great abundance, both Indkri and Buchafian, half-filks,’ unprepW’ed nitre, native fal- 
ammoniac, lamb^fkirisi' raw fil in flnall quantities, arid rhubarb,rlargc^ d of Ibeep 

and horfcs|. , Exporta; Cloth, Ruflian leather, beads and trinkets, hardware, indigo, 
cochineal," - 

The Chitiefe trade is by fair the rnoft important part of its Afiaric commerce, and is 
now carritd on at Krafta, fituafed ripon,th© froniie^^^^^ Chinefeanj Ruffian empires. 
But having in a former pUblicritidri || ,,given a circtoftantial demount d this commerce, 
it will be fiifficient to obferve, that in 1777, the; total funi ofand expor¬ 
tation, as eritered at the cuflom-houfe, amounred to 573,666!; ; but if we include the 
contraband trade, which is Very conftderabie, and iriake an allowance for the deficiencies 
of the above-meritipned yearj wftkh was not fo favdurable as the preceding, we may 
fairly eliimrite'the grofe hntbvlnt pf the average|trad ta China, in exports and imports, 
at .near 8op,0od,";Aedi&g.'''^;-'-V; 


CtiAP. XXVlL-^n the Commerce of the Bhck Seer^’—Havens.'^Eicports and Imports .— 
.f'orti and Territory ceded by fheTurks toRn£ia.<^Z'porogianCoffaa.—‘Prodti&io}is of the 
Southern Provifices.-—Navigation of the Don and Dn per.-^Attmpts of the Ruffians to 
profecute the Commerce through the Dardanelles ta the Mediterrdnean.T-Precaricus State 
of ihdtTrade.. . . ' 


PETER the Great firll attempted to open a commerce through the Euxine, and to 
export,.by that channel, the produftions of Southern Ruffia. By his vidories over 
the Turks, the poffeffion of A!z6fj arid the conftruei|qn of .Taganroc, he feemed on 
the eve of realiiging this favbmtte projeQ:f butalf' h^Waft fchemes WerC baffled by the 
unfuccefsful campaign of, 171 r, which termiria6ed in|i|iie peace, of; Pruth ;" a peace pur- 
chafed by the ceffion of Azof and Ikgarirtkri riM ■ by relinquilhlng the commerce of 
;he Euxine. Since that period the, Turks bave^alpufly excluded the Ruffians from all 
Aare in the navigatibri bf their leas. Until Caprine finilhed ajfriccef^^^^^^^ the 

Porte by the glorious peace- oT 1774. By rfits 


luyt’ii Colleftwii, . Pfittrthe yrcat ; 

Sctf S. -R. G.m'v. p. i« 3 , &c. ' Rytikofjjj 
4 PaRas Reife, vol. i, p. zja,' $(c> 

> m'i.* f.’ if.' 


f RTtflcof OrenbfTdp. yol. J. p. ifij- 
nf This,was ibe^^^priivcipal iaducement to 

related in Haok- 

jfljap;';Witch,#n£s‘iWvAUe cdurtwy'^ 
inullmta,,ycd;:il.p.i4,i':' 

andjliprfcs art brought for i'aj« by tjic Kighees Tartars. 


5 rauaK voi. h p- Pvv* ‘Mv«P lurny r.arian 

Pallas. fays; that above frtty;^thoufarnd|^.j^jf€p,^aDd ten^t 1 SoDfa 4 d|h®fi*rlb ®f^ at Qrenburgl 


pi 23m.- j.: :v-: ' . S, ■ v:^ ; 

• II SceMn accountbf lhe tranfaAioarttad commerce bet, weirii ;^u% w ia";Roffian Blfooverieei 

Eookiii.-W»»P',ii«r-v. ‘ 
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in aU theTurkilTifoag,'a right of faffing through the 0ardaneUes, all the <rommereial 
itnmunities granted to the nioft ’favhnc.ed nations dn an«ty with the Porte, the towns of 
Azof-and 'I>ganfcM:,ahe th;r^^^ of Kini^um* Kertfli, atid Yenika}^, and a 

large diftridt between the !B 0 g and (he: Dnieper. 

Many fppculationjs have been irtade coiy^>rning (he extegit^ and talue of the^ra/Iic 
which Rutiia is likely to eftabltfh in the Black S'ea^ and the revolution which it may 
effect in iheccnnnierce tvf Europej by transferring ’part of the Baltic trade to the pbrts of 
tine Mediterraneahv In cpnfec|uenc;g of this change^ it is aiferted, the foutheVn pro¬ 
vinces will find a vent for their fuperflubus produclioris ; the Ruffian \«effels will tspen a 
profitable trade with Crim l^ttary, wirl) the Auflrian provinces at Kilia-lSfofci, with tlie 
Turks at Coifflantinttple^ and with the (3-rceks^ln the Teyant. The iron of Siberia, 
rite corn, hentp, and flax,of the Ukraine, and. the contiguous' provinces, will be fent 
from the havens of the Black Sea^ through the Dardanelles, to fupply the ports of the 
Mc'diierrancan; and thus France and Spain wiH be furnilhed with naval ftores: by a 
cheaper and more expediHous navigation than through the Ba;ltic and the Northern 
Ocean. As the compleiicuj of this great and exttgifive projedt can only be the work of 
time, and depends on a variety of confingendes, we cannot pretend to form atty abfolute 
dccifion on the probability of;, itSi failure or fHccefs ; but a ponfiderabie li^ht' may be 
thrown on this intricate fubjeft by an attention to the. following objedts of inquiry *. • 

1. The traffic on the Turkifli Seas before the peace, with anXaccount of their havens 
and exports. II. The ports and territory ceded to Rpffia, auid the new towns con- 
ftructed by the Emprefs.1 llll The prpd^Qtions pf the rout|icriKprovinceSj and the na- 
vigil icm of the Don and'^Dnieper. IV. uliepro^refs hitherto n&de by the Ruffians to 
eiiah’ifli an intercourfe between the Black Sea, through the Dardanelles, w'ith the ports 
of the Mediterranean. . ' 

I Tlie traffic on theTurkiffi Seas before the.peace of 1774, was chiefly carried on by 
the Greeks, Armenians, and Turks ; and the Ruffians poffieffed no port, either on rfic 
Sea of Azof or the Euxine; Tebevkafk^ capital of the Don Collacs, was the place where 
the jiroductions of this empire and Turlcey were reciprocally exchanged., ‘f he Greek 
and Armenian merchants failed to 'Eiiganroc, where they performed quarantine, and then 
proceeded with their merchandize to fcherkafk; having firft paid the duty at Temefnik,. 
a fmail village on the Don, now the fortrefs of St. Dmitri. Tcherkatk was alfo fhe : 
emporium of ait inland commerce with the merchants of Kuban and Crim Tartai:y; 
The imports were chiefly Greek wines, raifinsj, dried figs, almonds, oil, rice,; faffiron, 
painted linens and cottons; the exports, hidek and leather, caarfe linen^ hard-ware, 
and caviare t,. &c. ' The Greek arid Armenian merchants, in reiarnin^ to Conflanti- 
nople, fupplied the ports of the Sea of Azof and the Euxine with Ruffian and European 
commodities. ,/' 'x.x 

In order to fond a general idea of thd traffic in the Turkilh Seas, we. rptifl, take 
curfory view,of their, toyens/ impdrtsiahd exports.;^^^ ^ ^ ^ 

Among the harbours o the Black Sear feforted to by the Greek and Armenian mer¬ 
chants, the mod frequented were thpfo of Crinj Tanary, now called Taurida ; namely, 
yenikale, one of the foltrefc^ latfiy ceded to Rullia, Balaklava; Koflof,. and'Cafla, 
now Theoddfia^whinii then a par4cdI#defcription. Caffa apd the whole peninfuia, 
which were before pnder the domihidn of a-rkhan, who was a vaffal to the I'Urks, were, 

: VA- ;:,V' ' ^ '■■'■''a: 

* In thi’g enqviVy f followed Qtiid^nftaedt*g EtTay Von der HaFrif aift Aaowfclien 

Schwartzen.andrWejfifc'n Mc^e, iii Joprn. St. for *77®i , 

t- Sec Ta«f of the Imported and Exported'Watea, Buf. Hift. Mag. xi. p. ^ 73 . 

I'"; '''by 
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by an article in the late peace, declared independent, and fubjecl: to a khan, elected by 
the natives, though confirmed both by the Emprd's and'Grand- Signor. It was the capi* 
tal of the Crimea; and the Tartar^ diftingui/hed it by the name of Idalf-Conllautino* 
pfe *. The bay is capable of containing feveral hundred tnerchaht (hijis!; and the iiiha- 
Intanw arc thorichell, andmrive the moll extenlive trade in the Black Sea. The pro- 
dudions of Crim Tartary, exported from Gaffa and the other havens of the peninrula, 
confifl ^hit’fly ill corn, wine, wool, fine black and grey lainb-ficins, and fait. The im¬ 
ports are fine and coarfe linens, printed cottons, nankeen. Ruffian leather, fine cloths, 
velvets, tairedes, furs, ropes, paper, falted fiffi, and caviare, tobacco leaves, copper 
apd tin, hard-ware, gold and lilver thread, beads and corals, earthen wares, a coarfe 
fort of pGrccldhi, apd glafs-ware f , &c. 3 ;c. 

The port of Taman lies oppofite to Ycnikale, at the extremity of the Ilraits of 
Cafi'a, on a finall ifland in the mouth of a river Kuban; it was fubjed to tlio Khan of 
Crim Tartary, and traffics with the Circaffians from Mount Caucafiis, the CoiTacs dwel¬ 
ling near the rivers which fall into the Kuban, aiid the TmtaVs inhabiting the delert be- 
tw'cen the Kuban and the Don. The exports are honey, wax, fait, wool, fox fkins, 
martens, fficep, &c.; the imports nearly lirallar to tllofe at Cafia. 

Iffie ports of the Ealtern and Southern coafls of the Black Sea ane fituau. t ia the 
Turkifli provinces of Mlngrelia, Georgia, and Anatolia: the principal ar;.-, ». i’.. 
where the merchants of Georgia refort; 2. Treb'izond; 3, Cherfon, vvliich r; 
only fixty miles from Tokat, at which town the caravans from i erfia alTenih ; ■> 1 fe- 
pairate, in order to proceed by different routes to Smyrna and Gnndantiui .j' : S. )pe, 

ih^ neareft port upon the Black Sea to Angora, is the only place hitherto kiiowo that 
fupplies the fine goals-hair, generally called camcis-hair, froni which the belt camlets 
are inanufadured, that equal if not furpafs thole of Bruffels. 'I'he h:nr fpim into yarn, 
is chiefly purchafed at Tokat by the merchants of the caravans in their way 10 Smyrna, 
from which port Europe is mollly fuppHcd with this commodity. The Greek and Ar¬ 
menian merchants draw from thefe pans lioney, wax, fbx-lkins, martens, and flieep, 
raw and manufadured fiik, both Rerfian and 'rurkifli, cotton, eallicoes, rice, faflVon, 
dried fruit, &c. They are fupplietl in return with Ruffian and other European produc¬ 
tions, 4. Tios or TUios, where the Turks have a dock for repairing fliips, and at 
which'place fails, cordage, anchors, and other, naval Itpres, me advimtageoufly dif- 
pofed'qf.' ' ' ■ ' ’ 

The ports on the Weflern (bore of the Black Sea, befide Kinbjtfn, arc Varna in 
Bulgaria, which is diftant about one hundred niiles from Adriano®'; Kilia-Nova, at 
■the mouth of the Danube in Wallacliia; and Akkermen, on|he t]^th of the Dnief- 
ter, in Beffarahia, fixty miles from Bonder/, Thefe ports furnifljfw'ool, dried fruits, 
Hungarian and Moldavian wines,' buffalo flrins, &c. The traffic ta Varna and Akker- 
ilnen might be confiderably, increafed by forming a more regular communication 'with 
Adrianople and Bender» andi that of Kilia-Nova .toight beTppdprod highly important, 
by vending the produiaions of Auftria .and Hungaryr if the navigation of the Danube 
was ript obftfuaed by the jealoufy of the Turksi The imports confiff in European 
and Ruffian produdipns, for the moft part fiinijar to tKoie of Caffa. 

* Nennei) folche diTartary nur y,arhn SturnM. p^ceiMii^s Rcife von YTien pacli Conflantinopel. Sec 
a cuttoiis.accoUnt of Caffa, in tl>at Work. The authof obferved there fcver^^idiis of the buitdinga which 
the Gcnbefe cbnUruAed When. Chflh was ih their poiTeffioiit partitndarly ancient citadel, 

of churcher, of angels and faiattm^ifslr carved on itunr, andXcvmal La^pPlffipiohi;, p. 168, See. lie 
tlffnri^s Crim Tariary as a vdry IrBitful ccuntry. . 

f Guldeuftaedt, p. ia-r-14. . 

•' Conflan- 
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Coiifhintinople and Gallipoli are the principal havens in the fea of Marmora. The 
Ruffian imports are furs and/kins, leather, fail-cloth, cordage, anchors, tar and pitch, 
fteel and iron, fait fiffi, caviare, butter, fea-horfe teeth, wax, tea, muHt, caftor-oil, co- 
lours, paper, coarfe cloth, linen, and com: the exports to Ruffia are raw and manu- 
fadured (ilk and cotton, muflins, rich Turkiffi (luffs/ and Carpets, wool’and Arigdra- 
goatsdiair, Grecian wines, oil, all kinds of European and Afiatic fruit, lemons and 
oranges, tobacco and fnuffs, fpices, faffrbn, opium, and other fpccies of drugs} pearls 
and precious (loncs, gold and filver &c. 

II. The ports and ici;i-itory ceded to Ruffia, and the new towns fince conflrudcd by 
theEmpreis. The ceded places are, i. The didricb on the Sea of Ajtof; 3. Kcrtfch 
and Yenikalc, in Crim Tariaryj 3. The fortrefs of Kinburn; 4. The territory be¬ 
tween the Duieper and the Bog. : 

1. Thediftriai bordering on the Sea of Azof comprifes, befide a large tract of for- 
ritory to the eaft and weft of Azof, the fortreffes of Azof, Taganroc,*^ and Petroflk. 
Azof is no longer.of the fame importance as it was in the feign of Peter the Great ; 
the branch of the Don, oltl which it (lands, being tfow fo choaked with fand asfcarccdy to 
admit the fmalleft veffels. The tncrchandife therefore is ufually depofitcd at Tagahroc 
or Petroi ik; and’the frigates and merchant-(hips, which were formerly conflruclcd at 
.Azof', are now built cither at St. Dmjjtri or Roflof, and pafs down the Don into the Sea 
of Azof through another branch of that river. As the harbour of Taganroc contains 
upon an average, only feven feet of water, the veffels muff draw, no more than five or 
fix (ect; the town has been rendered commodious by the condruftion of feveral vvare> 
hoLiCcs raifi other buildings during the late war; and is ef^^'emed for the (alubrity of 
the air. '1. he fortrefs of Petroflk, which (lands at the mouth of the ilroda, and com¬ 
mands the Turkidi frontiers, was-alfo eredted during the late war. !tis advantagccuily 
fituatod, as torming a dirctl communication with, the havens of Crim Tartai7, ayd : 
might eafdy be rendered more fecure than that of Taganroc, from the fuperlor dopfii 
of water. By the poffedionof thele fortrelfes, the navigation of the Sea of Azof is 
perfeftly fecured. The frontiers of this ceded territory, to the weft of that Tea, arc- 
guarded by a chain of fmall forts, Extending from Petroflk to the Dnieper. 

2. I he fortreife'’of Kcrtfch and Ycnikal^, fituated on the eaftern coafts of Crirn 


Tartary, and near the northern entrance of the (traits of Caf^a, arc of the gVeatelt 
importance, by commanding the paffage which formi the communication between the 
Sea of Aztff and the.E«xine., 

3. Kinburn is the only poi i poffeffed by the Ruffians on the confts of die Black Sea; 

Ic (lands clofc to the frontiers, at the mouth of the Dnieper, oppodte the Turkiffi for-- 
trefs OtchakolV which being a place of fuperior ftrength, mud,While it continues in 
.the hands of the l urks, obftruct, in cafe of a rupture, the navigation of the Dnieper.^ 
Kinburn was init.-nded for the; principal rtpofitpry df the merchandize feut from the 
provinces boi clering (ki the Dnieper; but as the harbour, on account of its quiekiiuid, 
ad'ords no lecurity 'for anchorage, the new town of Kherfon is at prefeht.the great em- 
porium of this trade. » 

4, The poik lixon of tlu- territory betw;een the Bog and the Dtiieper opens a fecure 
con.ir nnication between the Black SeaEa-d thole rich and extehfive provinces watered 
bv the Daiep.;r. 'I'his imporiant ieri%o 17^'“ fo direr.lial to .the exillence of. thd pew 
commerce, v/as chietly inhabited by hordes of roving Tarrars ; and by the 

Coffacs, who by their ptnAties rendered tiie navigation of the Dnieper extremely bazar- 


GiilJciifiatJt, p. 3 r*- 25 - 
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dous. The origin of thefe Coflacs is thus triced by^the Ruffiati hiftomns. la the 
beginning of the 15th century, a tribe of the Colfdcs^ of the Ukraine, who innabittd 
the territory between the Bog and' the Dnieper, v^ereVknbwtt under the denomination 
of Zaporogian*, froin the fituation of'their fetchaf, or pniicipaV^fe near the 

cataradls:of theIDmepen V ' 

This fetcha was a fortrefs furrounded with a wooden wall, and at firft merely intended 
as a place of afTefnbly, to deliberate on the method of c^rying on their Cultomary 
depredations, or for the purjrofe of eledling a chfef. By degri'es it was filled with h.a- 
■bitations, and afterwards appropriated to a fepar'ate comthtinity of perfons; who de¬ 
voted themfelves folely to arms, and totally excluded all womch horn the preciaft of 
their rdiHtary refidehce. The inhabiiants .Were divided into chides; each of which 
eleQedits refpedlive leader, and were al l Under the juriididibn of a hetman or rupreme 
chief, chofen by the w'hole fOqiety. ' 

I’hefe Zapord^ian Coffacs became lb diftlngui{h'rd:^fo their bi'avcvy and Ikill in dcf'cl- 
tory w^r,, that perfons flocked frbin didam regions to this lociety of warriors. The 
inhabitants of the'fetcha were'not olvlige^d to cohimua in it Ijp any fe ttled term ; being 
only bound, while they remained, to conform theinfelycs to the regulations and dlici- 
pliiie of their aflbeiates ; thofe who wore difpbfed to marry, quitted the fetcha, but were 
permitted to fettle in the neighbouring difl rift, W'ith the priv ilege of re-adniidion, pro¬ 
vided th^ were not attended with the' wives atid families, wliohi they were allowed 
■occafionally to yilit. The ZaporpgianW increa^ their nimtbers by airorUing an afylum 
to deferters"!, and bylforcihg aiid enticing yo.uths and children from the Ukraiite and 
P/bJand, whbrn,they trained to ^admitted into their, community, 
.■i'he place .of their fefidcnce was Occafionally Varied ; when their iiumbers increaftd, or 
when the hordes wandered at a cotifiderable dtTlance fronv each other, difiorent parties 
erebled and occupied difiindl fetch;is. The firll fetcha of this extraordinary lociety 
Teems to have been fituated on andfland of the Dnieper below the catarafts ; the iaif 
which they inhabited, at the abolition of their government, and W'hich at that period 
was the cudy one they poffeired, flood near the flvulet Bufulak, at the point wdiert it 
falls into the Dnieper, in the government of Kiof ^*. 

,Tbe inerabefs of this community being collefted from various nations, and from the 
nature of their cortftitution perpetually changing, their number could never be exadlly 
afeertairied : Mankein reltUes, that in the war in which be ferved againll the Tdi h.s, 
they brought eight thoufaiid hbrfe into the field, and ott aii emergency could haiii raifed 
twelve ihoufand or fifteen thoufaiid. They frequently: performed incredil^ feats ol 
valour in the campaigns of the Ruffians agaiiift the TurkTand Tartars, noj^ere their 
fervices, confined folely to land : by their Ikill in navigating fhe Dhieper, tH^ 'occafion- 
idly defended tile rnbf th of that river, and anacked withtuccefs the afmed^eflels on the 
contiguous coafis of the Biack Sea. But wh’ile they were thuS'ierfible to^etr enemies, 
they Were feareef)'' lefo fofnh'dabie to tlieir alliosw iNdiniballydep^ the hetman 

of the XTltraine, they were cbbTed auidng the fuhje^Sibf but the 

PQculiafjty of thgir nianners, liieir fepa,ration from all:other ,tmm popular form 
:<sf government^ together with their vvarlifee difpofition, rendered theafe barbarous and 


PoriVgi Tccnsfffs cutarB^s- 


SVtcJia rticaiifcany pla& fiirfounftcd with a wall, or .fortirication,’ Separated fyP|(\hs iieighbcun'ir: flit ■ 
trict ■ S,,R. ,G-.iv. .p. ,4,14. , ' \ 

■ s, R'G.'iv..'p. 

f ^ lj (4 haaracCTKBtel)-anrl .circiiniilailntially de’fcribed ilie fetcha of fhe Zapoipgian Cuffaca, 

si'bich account 1 have fsloflcd this flwrt extra'll.. fi. R. G. iv. p. 441—4;*, 
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unriily banditt!. Accuflomcd to live by nipino and (iuv;ula;i.>n, ibr".; p'i'aiv:;) i:. -- Rwi- 
I’.an I'lcrcnuUs v.'iio pnlliA ihruuj^li :ht;ir country, and iiv.crrsj.lod tl'.-; iiuvigr.tica o! the 
i Dnieper by coiuuuiai piracies . 

Soon alicr tbe of the'l'orkbli var ;ii tii--pov-i! av-nt. ll-ized 

a 'ae-Guniide opportunity to uollroy thrir j(.:(cha, andtuiip::ti,. inirdviaav. Gv.Avri 
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ii). '1 he liuliu-.n countries which are iron ;ritrTC;’'-'i' i;i tii's cormnerce., are t!io!'eco!i- 
siypioi!'- to ii:e Dnieper and Don: or the pnn'inccs of btuoleuilio, Mohile*', l/kraiiie, 
l\!,ov Huaiia, Ihekpu-e'd, Voronetz, Ukraina-bl-obodlhaia, and /'zol; R i-U'ge uvit of 
Ui ii-.ory v-i-ijii inrniilie-; in ureat abvindance cvesv fpecies of grain, hemp, ila:;, hides, 
ira!!:', iion -y, wax, tof.acco, fvc. 

in iiu d' ( eded.tiiiirlv fs I he Ifnijm !;; icis already rniled icvcral new towns; the principal 
are Kh -rilon, (bilhai’incr.llii, and rviariatiopoli. 

iiherlc'ii i, iituat(‘d on the Diihp.V, about ten miles l)e]ow the month of Ingulec, is 
chiefly liuil; with hewn Hone. It is: iiifendtd le, be tlv' nriucipal mart, for all the com- 
modiiiiol export and import; bvil if an exlenfive trr.de iht uld lake jdace in this quar¬ 
ter, ti, • 'rreai: depofiiory Im- the mercliaiiciize will be jnorr conveuientiy fixed on io.ine 
ipol below ibe !'ar of ihe Dnieper, and iwdve miles ibutli ol Kherfon. It comahis a 
d()ck I h'l t.he conhnii.fion of large vcfl’ols, fi-om which i'everal men of war and frivates, 
as well a;-; merchant fhijis, have been already launched. Cittliarineiil'laf, or the G^ory 
oi Catharine, is built near the fpot where the fmall river Kilizdn falls into the Samara, 
ai'-d is ajipointetl to be the capital of the government of Azof j it is eolonized by many 
Greeks and Armenians from Grim Ttntary, and by others w ho ferved in the late war 
apainli the i’lirhs. .iXitoilicr towa, culletl hlarianopoli, has been aifo raifed on the bor¬ 
ders of the Sea of Azof, between tiie rivers Myusand Cahuius. d hd'e three towns, as 
well as liie numerous villages winch have fiuldeiily reared their heads in a country fl)r- 
nurly inhabited only by lawlefs banditti, or travcihd by roving l).)rdcs, are filled with 
Ruflians, with Tartars reclaimed i’rot.i their wandering life, and with numerous coloniils, 
particularly Greeks and Aimonians, who migrated irom the adjacent provinces of the 
'I’urkiflr empire. 

d he navigation of the Don and the Dnieper, which form tlie coniiminication between 
thofi* provinces and the Turkifh Seas, remains to be coididei ed. 

I'he Don ^ ta’ics its rife from tlie fmall lake of St. John, near Tula, in the govern¬ 
ment cf Mofeow, and palling through part of the province of Voronct.?:, a fmall portion 
olThc Dki aina-Slobodlkaia, and the whole province of Azof, divides itfelf near 'i'clier- 

» ^ 

■* Tin; bo-'ts of tbidi fo!|.H)rojii?ti C'o'Tnc;; \vfre r.v,fy ',i;y or fisty reoii, lieu tio fail, and generally 
c.irui 1.1 ti'<i i;aniioii S? f<. G. is. ;>• 5- 

■}■ ' tifi loii i.i ix’li.bi atvd as the piaec wlierc the Lirprefi C.'.; Ii.i; aie jn '.I'Wgully r; C.dcd ditt Ing her memu- 
vr.l.ii jounit y to tii- (' ’biir'a, (hr took poffcliiaii cf i.h'.: pvo.iiiees ccntgiered ivvim TurXey , and where 
(hr was vihted hy lltc Eiiigcror Jofeph tl. 

:r A iitw town, Nicolaicif, now the principal dt)i;k, was htiiil l.'v Prttonikiit, on ilic tonfiuence of the 
Ingiil and the Bog. f 

§ S. B. G. ix. p. II, li 

voLi VI. 5 hafi; 
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kail; into three flroanis, anti falls into the Sea of Azof. The river 1 r. fo many wind. 
in/TR, and aboniuls with Inch nmnerous fiicxils and fand banks, as to be '.'crrcely navigable 
f'xc'.eiitiiig in the I'prlng, on the melting of the fnovv.s. 'I'he banks of ;i:e Don an.l of 
t-h'e rivnleis wln’eli fall into it, are clothed with large trafts of foreil, whofe timber is 
llo.U-d down the flrcam to.St. Dpiitri and Roftof, where the frig.itc.s for the Sea of 
Azof arc chiefly conitruQed. The navigation of the Don may hereafter be rendered 
highly valo.able, by conveying to the Black Sea the iron of Siberia, the Chinefe goods, 
and tlic'Pernan incirhandir.e, which latter cominqdities, as well as the producls of In¬ 
dia, formerly found their way into Europe through this fame channel *. 

Since the aci]uil!iion of Ruflian Lithuania, the ceflion of the o'tftrift between the Don 
and the Dnieper, and the difporfion of the Zaporogian Colfacs, the Dnieper, from its 
fonree to its moiuh, now flows through the Rullian domirioiis ; and tiii-ough this wJiole 
courfe, of above eight hundred mile;!, the navigation is only once int mrupteJ by a ieries 
of catarads f, which begin below the mouth of the Samara, and continue for a Ipace of 
forty miles, d'hoy are not, however, i'o dangerous as they have, bi'cn reprelented ; for 
they may be pafl'ed in fpring;, without;,much hazard, even by loaded'liat^s. fn other 
parts of the year the goods are landed at Keinenri-;, oppofite the moinh oi the Samara, 
and tranfported forty miles by land to Kirchkafe, about fix miles Iro; ’ rlie fortrefs of 
Alexaudrovfk, where they are again embarked, and defeend the ftrea' ■ without inter¬ 
ruption, to Kherflm J. if ir;e trade fiiould increafe, the cataracts mig at a confider- 
alfle expellee, bo rendered navigable at all feafons of the year. 

IV. The progTofs hUhcrio made by the Ruffians to eftabiiih an iri.ocourfe between 
the ports of the Black Sea add thole of the Msditerranean. 

To encourage her fubject.s to engage in this branch of traflic, theEmprefs has leffcned 
the dutiovS oi import and export 5, and contributed towards forming a Rufli in houfe, or 
com[!any trading to the Black Sea. Soon after the peace of -774, four merchant-fhips 
failed from Petcriburgh, and nor, as might have been expefted, from the ports of the 
Black Sea : they were laden with iron, flax, hemp, hidc.s, fail-cloth, and coarle linen, at 
the Idle expence of the limprefs, who granted to the company ail the profits! arifing 
from the laic of the cargoes. This pkm, however, was not attended wiih thg^fuccels it 
feeracd to promife ; and the failure arofe from the jcaloufy of the I’urks. <';The fhips 
were, tinder fpccious pretences, prevented from pailing the Dardanelles ; firae cargoes 
were fold in the Levant and the Mediterranean, and they returned to th. j^tic v/itliout 
effetking the main objedt of the voyage. Before the Ruflians could any further 
attempts to open this channel of commerce, diffentions took place boti^jgn thcEmprefs 
and the Porte, concerning the independence of the Crimea, and thejree eleftion of a 
khan, which threatened an immediate war, and fufpended all coijim*cial exertions in 
regard to the Black Sea, until a new pacification was concluded on me 2ill: of March 
1^79. » _ f 

Since that period, befidc fevcral Greek vofTels, which failed frpm the Sea of Azof 
and the Euxine, undtr Kuffnui colotins', and were allowed to pafs the Dardanelles, a 
Ruffian Ihip, manned with foimen in the ff rvice of government, and laden with failed 
beef, took its departure, in 1780.^ from Kherfon to the port of Toulon; and foon aftcr- 

* The iron of Sibfiia, sr.d llic meic!i.ani]!/.e of f'hfna, are fomotimes feat by aj^iinjancl navigation to tlie 
Vulfta ; the IVifiaii comtnodilics arc conveyed neroli! the Cafpian to t^ fame fiver; from thence they 
might be tMofiiortcd by a land carriage of only forty miles to the Don. ' 

f Is'u’.Icr iuis tkferibed thefc cr.'arai'.ts. S. R. G iv. p. 411. 

T Muller. S. R G- '•£. p. I ft.; and GlndcniTacdt 

ScA iill of the duties of export and iinporti, in Buf. tlift. Mag. xi. pi' 3^3. 
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wards five others, freighted with iron, innde fucccisriil voyages to the Archipelago ; alfo 
jour fin.ill vefiels, ami a fifth of iour huiidrcd tons juft luiiuciied, laden with hemp and 
tobacco, were cxpcded to fail from Kherlbii for Fj^ance, iu Noveaft^cr 1781. 

Such, in 1781, was the infant ft ate of tliat commerce, wliicii fane amhors have de- 
feribed as ci'pable of producing an immediate rtvoftitjon Iii /he trade of turope '* : jam! 
in this, or in a ftill more fiiicurating ftate, it will prol'abiy continue, as long as the Turks 
retain the dominion of their own leas. For that jealous peojfto will cither ojjcnly oppolc, 
or clandcliinely obftruct, tbeprogrefs of the Knlii.ius, and 'u ill never readily give a free 
paftage rlirough the Dardanelles to a powerful rival, lliough I'lcy conlcntod to it in the 
humiliating peace of 1774. Perhaps thefe claims, urged on one tide, and evaded on 
the otlier, will engender perpinual dilfentioiis, and will not be fitially terminated butiv,- 
a ferios of obftinatc and bloody wars. Meanwhile the trade cannot for a confiderable 
period be cxtonfive, which depends on fuch cafual circuniftances as the coalition and 
rupture of rival and neighbouring powers. 

I'hc courfe of fubfequent events cun alone difeover, whether the pacification, figned 
on the 9th of January 1784, will be more perma/ient than former treaties, or whether 
the fame caufes will not continue to produce the fame ell'ecfs. In a word, the Ritftiaii 
commerce in tlxife parts can fcarcely be cltablilheci on a firm bafis, until the Eniprelk 
acquires a fleet in the Black Sea fuperior to tiiat of her rival. Perhaps the completion 
of tliLs great objed may be efteded'by the acquifiiion cd' Crim fartary i' and the Ku¬ 
ban, rendered highly valuable by an additional extent of fca-coaft, and the important 
harbour of Actiar or Scballopol. 


* Many pcrfoiis are of opinion, that the obdacles to the riling commeree of the Black Eta arc by no 
nicani injurioua to the interciU of Ruflla. For her coniinoditics aiui ptodudloiis bci.ng^ art ides of nccclfitv, 
not ol luxury, no facility given to their exportation could add to ihcir general eoiifuniption ; and the iii- 
ertafe of exportation from the Black .Sea would ditniiiini that from St. Petcrlhurgh, and the other ports of 
tlic Baltic nearly iu the fame proportion. By the facility and cheaiuiefs of laud carrt.igc, and the iiriprovc- 
incnls of inland navigation, the productions of the remoteft provinces are readily fent to tlie ports of the 
Baltic, without railing the price too high. And as the goods udiicli Ruflia produces are either peculiar to 
this empire, or fuch as other nations mull purcliafe, they cannot pafs through too many hands before they 
are exported. To dimiiiilh, therefore, by facilitating their exportation, the priee of fuch good.! which (lie 
already fells cheaper than other nations, would be to incur a matiifell lofc, and to gratify the foreign trader 
at her own expense. • ' 

j- The Crimea, which had long been an objedl of Ruflian ambition, was fecured by the intrigues and 
arms of Catharine. . 

The requifition of Azof. Tagariroc, the dlllrid between the Don and the Dnieper; and the forts of 
Kiiiiburn, Kerfti, and ycnikale, .vas; the prelude to tlic couquifl of that pcniiifula. Catharine availed Iicr- 
fclf of the article in the peace of Kaimagdi, which llipulalecl that the Khan iltould be Confirmed by RuiTia 
as well as the Porte. By intrigues and money, Potemkin obtained the clediion of Sehim Gerai, a prince of 
the blood royal, formerly ambalfador from the Khan to St. Peterfourgh, who was gained over to the interefta 
of RufGa. 

In confequence of lii* fubferviency to Rullia, li« was oppofed by the Porte, and a large body of his fui- 
jefts in the Turkifli inlerell, and commotions enfued. The Emprefs having appointed the Khan captain of 
the guards, fent an army to proteft him, as her ollicer, agai.ill the rebels. Notwithflandiug the jiubllc rc- 
monilrancts and ftcret oppofitiou of the Porte, tlie Khan was no fooner feenred in hi;i dignity, ilian lie was 
induced to abdicate; but repenting of this a6t, lie ei dcavoured to efcape, and put himhlf at the head of 
his fiibjefts, who were dilTatisfied with the Ruffians, and oflered to fupport. him as tlnir fovctcqjn. Tl.'s 
intentions being difeovtreJ, ife was fent to Tamer, from ihci.ee to Kiof, and finally to Voronetz, wlierc he 
leceived a temporary penlion from the Empref:.. Irritated by repeated degraihilions, lie cfcapcd into 
Moldavia, wlicre he Was feized by cmilTaries from the Porte, transhiied to the lllc of Rhodes, at:ck 


ftrangled. 

Cathaiinc having gained ijie concurrence of Jofeph the Second, and made the moll formidalile prepara¬ 
tions both by laud and ft?, the Porte was awed, and refigned the fovereignty of the Crimea to Ru/fia. 
The pcninfula was modelled into a new government undcr_ the name of Tanrida; afSl the principal tovw::-. 

5*8 ‘ received 
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CyiAP. XXVIII.--/V//k^j of RuJJiat—-Gold and Silver.—Copper and Iron.—Average 
Prof is which Government drcitvs from the Mines, Foundries, and Duties, 

THE raiiK'S pf ;he RulTiim empire may be divided into thofe which belong to the 
crown ; and thofe which are the property of individuals. The former comprize all the 
gold and ftlver, and a few copper and iron works 

1. The mod. ancient gold mine in the Ruffian empire is that of.'^i&otlk, near Olonetz, 
between the lake Onega and the White Sea. Its chief produce is ¥ violet pyritical cop¬ 
per ore, mixed with qpartz, and containing rich pieces of gold, but not in fufficient 
quantity to defray the charges. From 1744 to 1676, the mine yielded only fifty fcvea 
pounds of gold, and about nine thoufand pood* of copper, and as the cxpences amounted 

r to i6,oool. more than the profits, it was neglected until 1772, when it was again work¬ 
ed. Since that lime it has furniffied annually two hundred and fifty poods of copper, 
and two or three pounds of gold-dult,' which is wafiicd from the mine ; befides acci¬ 
dental pieces that have been feat to Peterfburgh as fpecimens, which may amount to five 
or fix pounds more. ' 

2. The next gold mines difeovered in the empire^ were thofe near Catharinenburgh : 

the ore is very martial, commonly of a cubic form in a quartz matrix; and the gold is 
extracted by wafhing. I’he annual produce of pure gold never exceeded two hundred 
pounds, and was comnfonly touclulefs: in 1772, it was only one hundred and one 
pounds. ) 

3. The moft important filver mines arc thofe of Kolyvan, between the rivers Oby 
and Irtiffi, near the mountains which feparate Siberia from the Chinefe empire, or rather 
fronj^ the territory of the Calmucs dependent bn the Chinefe. Thefe mines, difeovered 
in 1728, by Akinfi Nikitich Demidof, were for forae-years worked for his own private 
emolument, as copper mines. It is fufpeOied, that he privately extracted the nobler 
metals, but prudently concealed the fecret until j 744, when he made the difeovery to 
the Einprefs Elizabeth, who appropriated them to the"crown f. Thefe mines, fituated 
near,yqfkrefenfk, in the Smeyelkaia Gora, or Mountain of Serpents, are known by the 
general appellation of Kolyvan,. from a village on the rivulet Bielaia, in tlio dillrid of 
KufnetZi where the ore was formerly fmelted. But as the adjacent coumff is fcantily 
provided with wood, new foundries have been conftrufted at Barnauk^ovopaulofsk, 
and Sufunlk, to |he north cafi; of Kolyvan, in a diftrict abounding wifn trees |. 

Thefe mines, which may juftly be flyled the Potofi of the Rufiij^s produced annu¬ 
ally, between 1749 and 1762, from eight thoufand to fixteen thouiffnd pounds of filver; 
between 1763 and 1769, from twenty thoufand to 32 thottfin^ and fince that period 
10*1778, from forty thoufand to forty-eight th'oufand. The luver contains upwards of 


received theirantient Greek appellations: Caifa was called Theodpda'; Koilof, Apotoiia; and Adtiar, 
Seballopol. ^ 

But this hnmiliating comluA pn the fide of the Porte, did not prevent further demands from the court of 
cSt. Petcrlburgh, which terminated in a rupture s and the Turks were happy to purchafe a peace in f 91, 
by ceding the'important fertrefs and diilriA of Otdiakof, by Which the Dniefier is liow the boundary of 
the Ruffiah empire. ' . . 

* A pood=: 40 Ruffian or 36 EngUfh pounds. pound uipdtnthit chapter is the Ruffian, whichis 
to the EngUfh as 9 to 10. 

f Palka Reife, part'ii. p. 582. ^ jlbid. p. 579. 

three 
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three per cent, of gold; the reparation of which is made in the imperial laboratory at 
PeterflAirgh. The whole'produce extrafted from the mines amounted, in 1771, to, 
four hundred thoufand pounds of filvcr, with twelve thoufand feven hundred and twenty 
of gold ; and fince 1771 we may calculate the annual produce at above foiyyfour thou- 
land of filvcr, and one thoufand two hundred of gold., . • . . 

'llie mines and founderies of Kolyvan employ ncarlv forty thoufand polonifts ; bofides . 
the peafants in the dillrias of Tomlk and Kulnetz, who, in liiu of paying the poll-tax 
in money, cut wood, make charcoal, ^ind tranfport the ore to the foundries. The ex- 
pcnces, which were formerly fuppHcd from the treafury, and of courfe confider.ibly 
diminifiied the profit, fince 1765, been annihilated, and the whole produce of th« 
mines in gold and filvcr, is clear profit. In the fame year a mint was cflabliilu-d at the 
foundry of Sufunfli, for the coinage of the copper fupplied from the mines of Kolyvan, 
the greater part of which had been hitherto of no ufe. Pieces of one, two, five, and ten 
copecs *, are {truck and difperfed over Siberia, Of this currency, the amount of 
500,000 roubles are annually coined, which is fufficient for reimburfing the poll-tax, 
paying the miners,*tratifporting the ore, purchafipg the lead which raull be brought 
from Nerlhinfk, and defraying the expence of fending the gold and filvcr as far as To- 
bollk. The filvcr fmelted in the foundries, is conveyed on large fledges twice a 
year : the firil: convoy fets off in the beginning of the winter, and reaches Peterfburgh 
a little after Chriftraas} the fecond innhe middle of winter, and arrives there towards 


4. The filver mines of Nerfhinfk, which were opened in.1704, are fituated in Dau- 
ria, the fouth eafternmoft part of Siberia, between the river': Shilka and Argoon, aiid 
are very numerous. Their produce to the year 1772 isf: 






Pounds of filver. 

From 

1704 

to 

1721, 

4,732 


1721 

to 

» 73 »» 

- - - 1,498 



to 

t 74 »» 

1,333 


1741 

to 

» 75 ^ 

- *5,657 


J 75 > 

to 

176?, 

. - - . - 43,631 


1761 

to 

W 7 h 

• - - 126,247 

In 

1771 

> 


- 16,733 

In 

1772 

> 


- - - 16,200, which contained 2pa 


- . » pounds of gold, 

£26,031 . 


In 1767 they yielded feventeen thoufand four hundred pounds; but the annual average, 
produce may be eftimated at fixteen thoufand. The filver contains, m forty thouiand 
pounds, nearly five hundred of gold. • The ores being generally rich in lead, and ex¬ 
tremely poor in filver, the latter is eafily extracted. Many million poods of lead remain 
ufeiefs on the fpot, as'only fourteen to eighteen thoufand are annually required for the 
reparation of the filver from the copper at tlje foundries of Kolyvan; the carriaj^ into 
the inner parts of the empire being too exponfive, and the export to Chi.aa prohibited*. 
The number of men employed in thefe mines and foundries are about one thoufand^ 
nine hundred free colonifts, between one thoufand and otie thoufand eight hundred 
convids, and eleven’thoufand Ivuffian peafants of the^diftrift of Nerfliinfk; fix thoufand 
of the latter are employe^ in cutting and carrying wood, making and tranfporting char- 

• A fmall coin nearly equal to a halfpenny. • f Buf. Erd.—Bef. vol. i. p. 1x26. 

coal; 




■894 COXe’s travels in RUSSIA. 

I 

coal; wliile the reft, who live at fome diftance from the mines, cultivate a certa'n por¬ 
tion of ground, and bring in winter the produce to Ibe magazines of the foundries. 
The annual expenccs may generally be rated at i^,8ool. 

5. Some ijiines yielding lilvcr liavc been bitely dilcovered in the diftridl of Krafnoy- 
arfli-near thcrLena, bctwoen the,rivers Yins and Yenifei. 

The gold ot Qatharinenburgh is obtained at the rate of 40 guineas per pound ; and 
as when coined it produces 681 . 5s. the profit is not very confiderable. The ftlver and 
gold from Kolyvan is procured without aiw expance, as I have before mentioned. A 
pound offilver from Ncrfliinfkis faid to colt between 4 and 5 roubles; and as the fame 
quantify of this metal, when coined, is equal to 22 roubles cOpecs, the gold ex- 
traded from this filver is obtained fur 1 il. 8s. per pound. 

6. The crown poflefles at profent but very few copper and iron works. 

The iron works in the north part of the diftridof Olonetz produce annually between 
eight and ten thoufand poods of caft iron for guns, bombs, and balls, and fifteen ihou- 
fand of indifi'erent iron in bars and plates. Thofe of the Uralian mountains employ 
above one thoufand feven hundred workmen, and twenty-fix thouYand eight hundred 
peafauts ; and yielded, in 1772, four hundred and twenty-three thoufand nine hundred 
and eighty-feven poods of iron in bars and plates, which were chieflyufed for the army 
and navy, that of Kamenfk gave in the fame year ninety-three thoufand poods of iron, 
which were forged into guns, and eight thoufaiid one hundred and feventy-two into 
bars. 

Four copper foundries on the weft fide of the Uralian mountains, in the government 
of Orenburgh, and three in Perniia, produced, in 1772, only thirteen thoufand eight 
hundred and fixty-eight poods. At Catharinenburgh the crown has eftablifhed a mint 
for coining the copper procured from the imperial and private foundries, into that fpe- 
cies of money which is current throughout Ruflla, and is tranfported by water to Mof- 
cow, Peterfijurgh, and other parts. 

The greater part of the private mines and foundries, that fupply fuch an immenfe 
quantity of iron and copper, are moftly fituated in the Uralian mountains, and the hills 
llretchiug from them; a few in the govenim^t of Mofeow excepted, the produce of 
which is but fmall. 

'The Uralian mountsuns contain one hundred and five foundries, fifty-fix for iron, 
tJiirty.feven for copper, and the remainder for both metals. The peafants, part of 
whom belong to the proprietors, and part to the crown, employed in the mines and 
foundries, amount to ninety-five thoufand. In 177a * thefe works yielded one hun¬ 
dred and thirty thoufand one hundred and fixty-nine poods of copper, and four million 
five hundred and fifty-eight thoufand feven hundred and eighteen of caft iron. The 
duty paid to the crown from the private proprietors is 4 copecs, or nearly 2d. for every 
•pood of caft iron, befide 5 copecs upon eveiry pood foi" exportation. With refped to 
the copper, the proprietors are obliged to fell three quarters of _the whole produce of 
the mines to the crown at Catharinenburgh, at the low rate of il. 2s. per pood f- The 
remaipder they either fell to the crown at the fame place, at il. 14s. per pood; at 
Mofeow, for 2I. 2s.; or at Peterfburgh, for al. 4s. 

« 

• We mull take this year as the average ftandard, as being previous to the rebellion of Pugatehef, who 
dellroycd fevetal of the foundries t but moft of them have been fince re-cllablilhcd. 

4 By an cdiA of the Emprefs, dated Ja!y 1, 1780, the proprietors, infiead of felling three quarters of 
the copper to the crown at il. at. per pood, are now only obliged to difpbfe of half at that price: this 
pew regulation mu^ have fomewhat reduced the profits of the-copper coinage. See Joura. St. Pet. for 

1780,Vjj* 
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At Catharinenburgh copper money to the value of 400,000!. is annually coined. The 
crown receives a pood of this metal, upon an average, at il. 2s. 6d. j and ilVues it when 
ftruck at 3!. 4s, , • - 

From thefe data government appears to gain annually from the mines, and duties 
on iron: ♦ • * * • 


Cain upon the copper coinage at Catharinenburgh ... 
44,000 pounds of lilvcr, and 1,3 00 of gold, the annual produce from the 
mines of Kolyvan, when coined, yield ^ - 
16,320 pounds of filvef,*and 160 of gold, from the mines of Ncrlhinfk 

Government iron works . 

Duty on 4,553,718 poods of call iron ^. 


257,625 o 

282,164 4 
71,194 8 
32,529 16 
36*469 5 


679,982 13 

The Iron and copper are tranfported by means ,of the Kofva, Tchuffovaja, Bielaya, 
and Kama, into the Volga; fome of the vclfels defeend that river, to fupply with iron 
the provinces fituated along its banks ; but far the greater number are towed up the 
ftream to Niflinei-Novogorod, and Tver, and through the canal of Vifhn^-Volofhok to 
Peterfbu-'gh. The vcfl'els, which fettut on the breaking of the froft in Ipring, com¬ 
monly perform this navigation before the end of autumn ; but fometimes are obliged 
to winter on their pafl'age. » 

, December 1714. 

Tlie gold mine of Olonetz or Vogetfskoi, from which the richeft fpecimens for cabi¬ 
nets have been obtained, has been relinqulflied, becaufe it did not defray the expence of 
working, though the ore was rich in copper. 

The gold mines of Catharinenburgh have remained nearly in the fame condition. 

The mines of Kolyvan have been embarrafled by the new law, by which the peafants 
working for their capitation at the mines, have had their pay doubled throughout the 
empire, and liberty given to work only in winter. The effed of this regulation at Kp- 
lyvan, has deprived the foundries of near half the requifite quantity of charcoal }* and 
as the neceflary workmen for the foundry have been partly employed in making,char¬ 
coal, the produce in filver has fince that period never reached eight hundred poods ; 
and in 1784 did not yield five hundred. However, with an additional number of 
hands, ihefe mines migh; produce above one tboufand poods j for in that quarter feveral 
mines have been difeovered; araongft others that of Tcherepa Nofskoy, very rich in 
gold, and the richeft in filver ever found in Siberia: alfo fome lead mines have been 
opened in the neighbourhood, which are vary promifing. 

The copper coin of Kolyvan underwent confiderable alteration in 1782 ; the procefs 
of extraaing the precious metal from the copper has been greatly improved throughout 
the empire, and the fum annually coined exceeds 300,000 roubles. _ , 

The filver mines of Nerfhinlk are in a flourifliing and even increafmg condiUon, and 
their annual produce fmce’iySi has reachM between four and fiat hundred poods. 


Chap. 



8<)6 


coke's travels in RUSSIA. 


Chvp. XXIX.— C/rm/ of VifljnchVoloJliok, which- unites the Cafpim and the Baltic.'^ 

' Canal of Ladoga. —Projcil of uniting the Don and the Volga. 

• I 

THE inland ^navigation is carried through a greater extent in RufTia than in any 
other'kingdom on the globe ; for it ispofiiblc to convey goods by water lour thoul'and 
four hundred and levciily-tvvo miles from frontiers of China to Peterfburgh, with an 
int(?rnipiion only of about fixty miles * ; and from Aflracan through a trad of one 
Ihoufaiid ibur hundred and thirty four miles. 

The water communication between Aftracanand Pcterflturgh, or between the Cafpiau 
and the Baltic, is formed by means of the celebrated canal of Viflinci-Vololhok. 'I'his 
great work, begun and completed under Peter the Great, has been confiderably im¬ 
proved by the late Emprefs, and veffeis now reach Peterfljurgh in lefs than half the time 
which they formerly employed. 

'I’he Siilina forms the lake Malliho, which gives rife to the Mafia; the latter falls, 
after a courfe of about two hundred and thirty-four miles, into the lake Ilmen, from 
which iifucs the river Volkof, and runs one hundred and thirty milts to the lake La¬ 
doga, which fnppUes the Neva, fo that, ineffed, theShlina, the Mafia, the Volkof, and 
the Neva, may be confidered as the fame river flowing into and through different lakes, 
and only changing its name at various intervals. By uniting, therefore, the Slilina 
which communicates with fhe Baltic, with the Tvertza which flows by the Volga into 
the Cafpian, the jundion of thole two fcas is formed. Tliis jundion is made by the 
canal of Villinci-Vololhok; where the Shlina is united to the TvcriKa by fevt ral canals 
and rivulets, for the relative fituationof which I fhall refer to the figures intlie annexed 
plan. 

NearVifhnei-Volofliok, the Shlina is joined by the Zna, near which are the fources of 
the Tvertza. To join the Tvertza and the Zna, the following works were made under 
Peter the Great. 

1. Near Klutfliina a cut was dug to a fmall lake,'a fecond to the lake of Gorodolub, 
and a third to the Zna. z. At the fame place, juft below the firft cut, a lock of four 
gates was conftrucled acrofs the Shlina, to flop the courfe of that rivulet; and by means 
of tho*faid cuts and lakes, to convey water to the Zna above Vifhnci-Volofhok. 5. But 
to keep this fupply of water in referve, and to let as much into the town as is judged 
ncceffary, a great lock of feven gates was built acrofs the Zna below the third cut. 
4. The Zna and the Tvertza were united by a canal beginning from the fources of the 
Tvertza; and a lock conftruded at the end of the Canal. 5. The natural courfe of 
the Zna was fliut up by two locks in the town (at a and b\ one of which may alfo ferve 
for a paffage. 6. A canal was dug from thft Zna to the Shlina, at the end of which is 
the lock of the Zna. 

I'he feveral canals are fupplied with water, and the veffeis navigated from the Tvertza 
into the canal of Zna, by the following operation. 

« 

* Having in the Ruflian Difcoverles, given a fhort Ilcctch of the inland navigation from Tobollk to the 
fi'ontiers of China, 1 fhall not repeat it hire j but fhall Hate, in a few words, tlyit from Tobolfk to the 
Vi.'lga._ At Tobolfk the barks afeend the Tobol, the Tura, and the Tigil, which rifes in the mountains 
feparaling Siberia from Europe; from the Tigil the merchandize is traufjiorted acrofs a neck of land of 
fifty-two miles to th<? Tchuflbvaia ; there the merchants re-embark the goods, and defeend the Tchuftovaia 
into Uie Kama, to ksjunifion witli the Volga a Utjde above Cafan. 

« The 
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nre locks of Klutlhina, thofe of a an 4 b ia the -town, and that of ihs East being Unit; 
the Wk of the Tveitza fe opened { the waters of the Zna and $hlina are conveyo^i 
tbroogh fhe canal of the Tvertv^nto that river*; and the bark? pals into thi* 7 dvX ai 
at Viftn^i-Vote^k. , ‘When a ftradent number, are admitted, the lock of the Tvertaa 
is fliUt} and tne waters being raifcd to a cortaih la'^l (vriiich feldom ’takes iiron* than 
two or three ^ys), by means of the lock of fjven gatps, that of tin. Zna is ope..cd, and 
the barks are gradually let jdown ^ fmall fellj to the jiUmber bf about twenty m an hourJ 
At night the lock is (hut/ if on Ihe fotbning day there 1 $ fudacient dtpth, tiic baiks 
continue defeendiog \hrough tlte lock orthe Zna j’ or if not, they mud rem tin until a 
fufficient body of titter Is coUefted. IJaxiug by tl^ means all palTed iqto the f>hh n, 
they proceed, witliout interruption, thtough the lake MaAiuo to the liegnimng of the 
Madi 5 where a lock has been lately Qondruftedi which holds the watei s of iln> l<tke in 
referve. By this refervoir the navigation'is fo greatly fatilitated, that the lock of the 
Zna being ftut, and that of thcTvcrtza open, the 'IVurtza, which was|oinKtly alpu il 
dry during fevqjal Weeks, is now eenetally navigable, even in the midft of Jummer, 
withm two dajs after the paflTageot the barks-.•in (jpring, the fupply ot water, ftom the 
melting ol the fnows, is fo confidtrable, that the locks ooilf of the Tvertza and of the 
Zna are open at the lime time. 

Several rivulets felling into the^ Mafia are confined by locks,*which being openeef 
fuccefiively as the barks are palling, fill the rivtr, and render the fliallows navigable, 
and being again clofed, form perpetual refervoirs of w’tcr; this operation is periornud 
five or fijc times in the fummer. By feme other works lately confiruaed, a confider- 
able addition of .water has been obtained; and it is expefted, that the I’vertza will 
become alw-ays navigable, aftd the lock of the Mafia will only be dhut for a Ihort 
» *■ 1 

The boats employed on this ocrafion arc towed by ten horfes up the Tveriza to 
VilhnH.Vololhok, between ten and twelve miles.a day; from which place they .ye 
rowed ws far as Novogorod. Each bark is provided with at leaft ten men; thofe which 
are laden with hemp re4uire twenty-two. At Nolhino and Bafiktinu they change pilots, 
and take in ten additional men fo pafs the upper and fmall catarafts. At Apezenlkoi 
Radok, at the head of the great cataraQs, they procure another pilot ajd tyvo.aflift- 
ants i a^d on account cif .hfi rapidity of the current, inci cafe thrir complement generally 
to fixty men* The fall of the river is one hundred and twenty-two and a kalf ytirds 
perpcndicular’in twedty miles} and the ftream fo violent, that the boats not unfre-^ 
ou^tly fhoot along tMs Ipace within the hour j but they are fometimes dalh^ againft 
the rocks or overfet by accident j In the year ly78 above thirty were loft. ?wim the 
foot of the great catarafi^ the pilot of Vifim^-Volofifk fteers the bark one hundred 
and twenh' miles furriier'tl^pugh feveral fhoals, which have lately been confider. 
ably reduced, and almdft levylM* ^ the vclTels can be aUowed to draw 
two and a half feet water; fttfeweii bhlf w^nty.fiK inches. In autumn the 
navkadon from VifiaidHVohrfhok fp Peteriburgh is performed m little mbm th^ 
a rointh, ia fummer in »» » fortmghi «|€qa^ In 

the year iyyy, three,tfaoufead fot4^|«mdred ^d e%hty 4 ve baiks paffed through t|ie 

lie Veffek being ft^d doW'the »Wofs the lake Ilmen to-Novogoro^ d^ 
feend the Volkof, and#ter the J-kdogh a plan of wfoch is wnexed.to th« of 
Vi(hn«-Volofliok. tsUil was b^un m lyiS, by ^er of Peter* ^4 fimlbed 
dnSig the reign of theEmpr^Anfi^; ltM?«s^iedatfirft only aitfeir'as theJCabeiia, 

von. VI. ^ 



COXE'fi, m »,V$ 4 iA,' 

•. ’47 * ♦ 

a rivulet whi?h the lake to the eaft of ScWulTelbal^h ; ^ut now "^che?'without 
interroption, from the Volkof to the Neva,' The lengtll is fixty;feven miles aud a half, 
and the breadth fcventv fretj the int#n depth ofjWater in fummer is fevan, and in 
fpring ten feet,) it is wpplied by the Voflstof ahtf ci^t 'JThe harks enter 

through the fltlices pf tficT’olkofi and go out through thofe'of Schludelburgh. In 
1778, four thoufand iji«<:,bundred att4|jfvventy"Cevei^ vdTels paffed through the canal of 
I,adoga* t ^ * 

A fchemo has been lately ptpjefked* to form a*water eoinmunication between the 
Ladoga and Bjelo Ozero |5 the Buna; in order to unite Uvr White Sea and the 
Baltic, and improve the inland di;pn 1 ncfce betweot Archangel and Peterfbureh, The 
only part of this plan yet hhiihed, is a fhort cut of about &ven ihiies from the Volkof 
to the Sjas. ' ' . ' 

The grand projeft Of uniting the Calpian and the Baltic with the Black Sea, by the 
junflion of the Don and Volga, was planned by Peter the Great. Thefe two rivers 
approach each other within the djftance of forty miles in the province of Aflracan; 
nd two rivulets, the Ilofla, x^iph falls into the Bon, and the Camalhinika, into the 
Volga, are only feparated^ by an interval of fitse miles. Could thefe two rivulets be 
made navigable, and united by a canal, the Black Sea would be joined with the Caf> 
pian and the Baltic, With this view Peter fent Pyrry an Englifh engineer, to the 
fpot: the canal was begun under his mfpe6:ion, and a cut made the length of a mile 
and a half) but the fchema was dropped, from an idea that it was not prafricable. 
Being revived, however, by the late Emprefs, profeflbr Lovitz was entrufted with the 
execution. Having taken a level of the ground between the Ilofla and the Camafhin- 
fka, he traced out the canal, and was preparing to begin the wofk j when, in 1774, he 
was wantonly murdered by the impouor PugatcheH The direft diftance between the 
two rivulets is only five miles j but the great difficulty would confift in deepening their 
beds, and procuring a fopply of water fufficient to rendw them navigable. The Don, 
however, being only forty miles from the Volga, and land-carriage being eztreraely 
cheap and eafy, the advantages refulting from the ptoj^ed* catud would be fcarcely 
equivalent to the expence of forming it.' 

See Perry’s Stat^ pf 
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'i^o. l.’^ j Letter Su PeterJbltrgh, to the Right 

^ ^heRevoIujltpn of I'jti, , 

... ’* ' ' .: ■»' j: ■'"*■■'; , ■ ' ■■'■ 

. $i.Rp^jhhfg^f July Xi» 176,2. ^ 

I preparing- tp go to Peterhofi*, t(^: 
®"hning inj:o my room wW % frighted* 


; LAST Prid^ '9 o’clock (a 

. meet the Emperor,) onp of ray fervantg 
count^ancci and toW ^ end of the town" that 

the guards, havin^nxtrtraiedj W of nothing lefs than dethroning , 

the Emperor; ; heoould tell gte ho no anfwei to the 

only ^eftion J ^medj n^ely, if th!^ Efti^refe m mt about a quarter of an: 

hour after, tme of t^ jgeim ont fit^fy'camo in ami informed me ■ that the 

Eraprefs^ was in town^ and that fiW had heeh^'hy the guarda,; apd the bther troops of 
the garrifon, declared thw Emprtfs and Sovereign j . and that actually at - 

the Cafanild church, to hear the, T> i 5 e»t?i;; fuiig upon the pccalipn. He added the' 
circumftai^es of Prince George-Of HoldeiA' lGbtl^ prifonier, as he; 

was endeavouring to ihahe hfeefidpe 6Qt of account was confirmed from, 

all quarteia, and we tdiderftdod the feveftal fupi^ite coli^CN^m^ empire, and all the 
great people were then tafaldg the oaths of fidelity to the iitew Empreil, as the guards 
and other reginmnte had ilready done. > : 

This furprifing. revolution wtuebrqugbt about and cbmpteted in a little more than two 
hourSj vrithout one drpp of'blood Seing fpilt; or any ad of infolenCe comnutted; *and 
all the quarters of this k from the palace, efpecially theilreet tyhere T 

and more part of His W&^’s%i^ef^ refide/ were as quiet as if nothing had happened 
the cmly novelty; to be at the bridges, and fome of the 

hOrfe guards patrolmg .ihpough the ftteets, in order to preferve the public tpan- 
quillityt'■' • ■■ ■ 


As fpon as the .guat;ds"’ 


id in the morning, feyanl detachments wera fent to' 

-1 ’ll «L' 5 :. -'vi-i.-Tt_-____Ji 


perfon got throoghi^excejj# tfemaftef M the ' 

. . About;,teft;o^tlbck'dtt^;fibe;iy^Dgj;the;Eminefe:mai^i^’:^ on borfeback, •; 

, at the head of twelve or fourteen thoufand men; and; a^^at train of artillery, and tpok 
the ri»d towards PeterbofF, rin order to attack thh Emperor at that place, - ; 

,4aum, or wherever they ihbuld meet him; atid hext day io the afternoon we feceiyed 
Ithe account of HiA ImporiaFMajetb’s^having^^rrendered his perfon, and refigned his 
icrown, without one, ftroke bring ■fhrujtjki^ ^ibe few circumftances of this greit;event 
llfet l have been able to pick up, and ,%hich appear' to.be, authentic, though l will tipt' 
smimntthem^lj areasMb^^ vix, T|4tihi.s afiaft'b^en long cdniriying,;btit w 


^fiaftened ifi the executiori'’by one of "the cdnlpimors h^ing been a,|^e^!^;twb dayn- 
^;befbi*iA«>bjn feme rafti Wm^riiat had felleii feom him; liponwhich l^ebf ^Ipiiefs 



one pfficirsf in' the ^mds^'to apprize Empfefe of this drcumil 


ancej 

and. 
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and to »«prefent the fti^ceffity of her returning to town .without lofs of time, 'ITyt thfe 
gcnticmanltad got to Peterhofi' between three and four in the' morning, anti having 
got admit/aucc info Her Majefty\ bedchamber, Jhad informed her of her danger, 
upon which fl>c had, as fOon as flic was drefled, fiipt out of the palace by a.back door, 
and nr.dcf the'conduct of Monf. Orlow, without one fervant of either fexj” had, after 
feme accidents, furh as their horfes being tirgjl and knocked up, got to town .ibf)ut iix 
o’clock# and went direCtly to the cafernes of ihc Imacklowfky guards, which (lie found 
under arms, ready to I'eceivc her, with their colotiul, the Hetman Rafarnowfkj at their 
head. That Her Majcfty from’thence proceeded to •the Simonowiky regiment, and 
»then to that 6f PreobrnKinfky, and was by the whole conduflcd the palace, where 
every thing paffed in the manner above mentioned. 1 muft obferve, that tlie regiment 
of horfe-guards, of which Prince George was colonel, was araongft the fird that ap¬ 
peared in the revolt, and fhewed the greatifl; animofity againft their colonel aiul tiic 
, late, government; aitd that all the troops toojc the oaths without hefitation, except fome 
of the officers of the Emperor’s own regiment of curafliers, who rofiifcd it at fn ll; mui 
feme of them, I believe, are ftill in arrcfl for perfi(ling in their rcfufal. 

As for the Emperor, he bad not the finallod information, nor the lead fufpiciim oi 
this affair, till between eleven and twelve b’ilock, when being on the Way from Or.mie- 
baum to Peterhoff, he was met by a fervant feat ov by the mailer of the horlo, who in¬ 
formed him how matters flood in town. Ills Imperial Majefty proceeded to Peterlioff, 
and there learned the circmnllances of the Emprefs’s leaving that place, which had 
been concealed till thep froiri the ladies and Jjther courtiers, by her bed-chamber wo¬ 
man's pretending that the Emprefs was indifpofed and a-bed. ' 

From that moment the unhappy Emperor feems to have loft himfclf, and ilicre wa^ 
nothing but dcfpair and confufion among the fmall number of his attendants, and no 
rcfqlution was taken till very late in the evening. Thilt His Imperial Majefly, with all 
his train-gentleman and ladies, went on board a galley that rode belore Peterhoff, and 
rowed.over to Cronfladt, in the hopes of being received there; but the coinmiffionera 
from the admiralty, font down from Poterfburgh, had got the ftart’of them, and when 
the Emperor approached the haven, he was not only refufed admittance, though 
declared who he w'as, but was threatened to be fired upon. 

This augmented the confufion and defpair, and the galley, with the other,boats, re¬ 
turned to this fide, but taking different ways, fome to PetgRioff, and othewi'to Uranie- 
baum} ainongft'the iaft was the Emperor, with a few attendants, and on'the morning 
of Saturday, hefent Prince Galetzin, the vice«chanceUor, and Major-Getleral Ifmgeiow, 
to the Emprefs, with fome propofals. After fome time, Ifmaefow tfeturned vrith the 
Deed of Refigttaiion of the Crown, which the Emperor figned immediately, and then 
going into a coach with that gentleman, taking the road to Petertioff, and has not been 
lecn finefe; and 1 have not been able to learh wheye Ivo was conduced to. It is faid, 
that in the deed above mentioned, there was a claufe, prpmifing the Emperor liberty 
to retire into Holliein. I'lms ended this extraordinary anffiiitoortant‘affair; and Her 
Imperiad Majefty, after having paffed the night jffc^a countryl^fe of Prince Kurakin’s, 
returned to town yefterday morning, on hojfebacl*, and afteaipving heard mafc at the 
new admiralty church, 'Which-was confecratod th^ day, jjgpt dirediyio the fuminer 
palacei where fjjie, with heV fo», the Great-Hulce, hay® tajpi up their refideace, and 
where all fotts of people, for fome hours were admitti^li^ki^ her hand. As for us 
foreign. iftinifters*:.Wfe/ha 2 h'M',usTe^'’i^^^^ thphtmpBd.ifeppr'^^^ 
ingr |nd.'we':hoWi^^friotj Ovlbi’'aai^ 

orefence ofdler Imi^ialM^ej(i 





CJCfXE^j.TR^^ . yrjl 

t^o t)‘a^rifmit fo y<ii| the manifefto pu^^ authority,- 

V.’*is laid upop the &an)eful 
peace concfudedt^^^iih t%ir ; ^nptwithdaridihg, whlph, as"Baran 6oit2, who at¬ 
tended the Eihper6t;;jq the I^ vvas nturarig io to^q, he was' met on tlio rdad by 
Monh ^lIMe#, ordier.of >thd ^nlprefe;;;^ that- he hasT nothing .to 

fear, and tbit he ,might either re^thi to OijahieSi day or two, dr proceed to 

Petetdbupgh,. ;a"l>fqps;r'efcdrt:b^^'^ to either'plucc 5 btit he, 

chufingthe' twny i^;^6^vat.hiwMj|« ;h|rdA^^ byt what is tnoftTe-, 

iharkaole, A Ifufiew'inoted.Jilth,^ t ffedunpre^ W^'.periitwily: wejl di'JpPfcd towards 
cultivating■lins'P^tdB^ M.<yi|y’4f!%h^^ ‘ *: /■. ■■,, 

I’he Hetman^a^.l.b^ri/^wltli^raerat;;^^^ Duhe’s: 

governor, the prinpipai ppribnE;. in rayoluqbn, attd under, thetn the 

brothers;OrIow:^ere:the,nicift,;trufi^;^:yhe^^ the'tnoft lingular cir- 

cumftance of ;thb%hbie i§, thaf|he;:p!ang|)f;^dr^yq«f^ Prirurois 

Dalhlyow, a;ypUng lady hptjabove iyf(ihr^^|^ 4 it^'qlJ^;'^gbter t<^ Lan- 

wonit^Woran20,w,,;fifter;:to:the i l^isafeti^iand nieoe. b the, Chancsilur,; 

it is certain that ihe^boi'e a pppcipar fljareih cdntriying^^^^- ^ on the cohfpiracy 

fi-om the.bcginniagtqtlfcbmjkfiqn;of ir.;^ 

Of all meri the lidthiah lee^eil tVpoi^^ fliafc in the;unfortunate Em. 

pei-or’s aff^ion,";ahd two at ^arfliaf^R-oliunowlky’s 

country houle, ^nd WaR upopt^aJ^^jpca^fereceived suid leryed;^ marks 

of duty, zeal, and attacfu^n^t^ ^Plp of Iwttf bit>^^» find when he returned to 
Oraniebaum, the Hettnah^ iU^tters.witii the Em- 

prefs. It is a dirpute whaf part ihe ^dd in tigsbllairi 

On Friday eypnirig^tbefom-Ap Emp^eff left, an officer to 

bring bagk Cquht Belluchef tb P;e,terffiucgh, aitd it is rhou^ he will have a confider- 
able foarO^in the. ddmiriil^tioh ; ;ahd in the rabah time Mbhf Punfods tlfo that 
takes moll .upon, him,, thpujgh, both the ;Cha,rtcellor Count Worqhzow,' and the Vicc- 
ChancclIor d*rinee;,Ga|iti^.y?jj';Cqtitinue in their ,places.' The cainc to town on 

Friday eyeningj^atid going; ffir;c^ly,;tb ’dDurt waS: i<)lerabry iye'l recenyed, and. promifed: 
thf Emprefs’s p’rOtoStiph;; ,hbweyer, 'at,.his^ had two bflicers of the guards 

put about hint foe the; Ijr^;. tvyp ddys, but n they are taken tiF, and he ‘goes'on in 
the fuiitdiphsof hisofficb'l^^h^ .way:aoi at-co.u.rt all Sunday, having cpnttnuqd with' 
the Eitiperor to,dii^cnd,,3pd havij^ been;even ^arCrpnlladf with and when foe 

killed the FniprbTs*s;hand^ lhe tflojk,;pjffifo^^^^ "Catherine, and offering it to ' 

Her Imperial Mkjefoyi'faid,.^ for it, .and nowdaidit^at hi^ but the ; 

Eniprersmioftfobligingtyr^^fo with, her dwnhfodpnt it'again pverjifo Count 

Woronzow’^sfooulder. » ' ' ^ * 

With^r^aririd^^ yeyoiiition^ it i^ pkiln that the taking;away of thd’ 

church lapd^ to’; me -hcgleft 0^^^ fop .elergy j the uext was,- 

tlfoTevere'‘difaplmh whfoh;the Emp^^^ toihtrqduce amongft the troops, 

ffpeciaJly theiguardsi ibecii, accultomed to 3 ®l 4 . licence, and the 

difcbhtent^ afoqng theiti;,y^^^' heightened, by the refoiutfon ;HK;;|mperial Ma 
taken, of carrymjr a gfotitpart of that coips into GermafopiWifo hini in his expedUipia ; 
agahtft;G^nfork;yWhi«#"n^:dijn^foj:e,.,<fo^fegable;fo:foe;jWhole-m 
mached:,j^atly;foeinh®hg,j^iwn.fofo;'^^^i^ new;;danget^'foy.;TkOTering.'' 
foe'ducny’;pf;Bcl^iriW‘ckXnfoi:h^hfey,coiiidi^ ifoddhtirely, ■. 

mdi^nt; ■ foi’Rdd^l'"and'ihffot^ader ;• fob'i'Pifoeifo'''Md:d^ 

(riad«;by!ifo;^ffidn Wfos, and to this ; 

empire, 
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mpirci to his friendfliip for the King of Pruflia, which however their dejSre®. for peace 
foulci have made them not only put up with, but approve. 

Several other little circumftances greatly exaggerated, and artfully reprefented and 
nproved, cqntributed to the fall of this unhappy Prince^ who had many excellent 
ualities, and who never did a violent oi* cruel aftion in the courfe of bis fhort reign; 
ut who, from an^abhorrence of hufinefs, owing to a bad education, and the unhappy 
hoice gf favourites, who encouraged him in it, let every thing run into xpnfufion, and 
y a miftaken notion he had conceived of hayingdiecur the affgi^orts .of the nation, 
ly the great favours he ha.d fp nohly heftowied upon^ t his firft mounting the 

brone, tell into an indolence and fehuHty^that proved fatal,to tiim; iTo conclude, not 
nly I, but feveral perfpps of fehfe and difeernment, thought they could perceive, 
itterly, in thisPnnee, a ConhderaWe change waafor fome months after 

lis acceilion,-and the perpetual hurry in Which^ h^ lived, and the flattery he met with 
torn the vile people ahopt him', had meafurp affeflted his underftanding. 1 

luft own, that I had ho apprehenflon^ that this revolutioh could happen fo foon; but 
w^as always of opinion, that, rf he left fab ddfniinonsi, he ran a rifk of never returning 
0 them; and for that reafoul rnade ufe of eveiy mnans I could think of to divert him 
rom that expedition, fotnetifhes by reprefenting |he danger to others, who had the 
lonour toapprokh his perfon, ana a title to ofler him their advice; whether they did 
heir duty in this point, particuTarly Prince George, I cannot fay, but if they did, the 
vent has fliewnthat it was allfo no jpurppfe,^^^^ ^ ^ 

July 2*13. Laft night, abdut 10 ofclock, I received a rtieflage from the mafter of 
he ceremonies^ defiring me to be at poufi: thb iiwnling at and having gone 

hither accordingly found great numbers of people, and amongft the reft, my brethren 
die foreign minifters, atid vite were foon after carried into the«P-mpre{s*s apartments, 
and prefented to her by the chancellor: in kifling Her Imperial Majefty’s hand, I took 
the'^opportunity of wifhing her a happy reign, and of baking her p proper compliment 
in the King’s name, which was kindly reedv^, and returned in,very handfome terms, 
and, upon the whole, my reception was very good. ; , . 

I could obferve the countenances of fonie of by brethren conflderahly changed for 
the better, particularly thole of the Danifti envoy, and of the imperial ambaffador; 
a-propos to the laft orders have already been fent tb the Count Czernicbef, forthwith 
to leave the PrulTian army, and return into Ruffiti } At tbe fame time, orders were 
likewife difpatched to General Pbiin, to go ahd take the command o'f General Roman- 
zow’sarmy, and bring it back likewife btp Rufiia ; aU this gives ifoine people the no¬ 
tion, that ihiscburtmay have , entertained'fome thoughts (^ keeping the whole, or fome 
part of tharcoimtry, notvdthftandihg the late peace, ^ ’ " y ^ 

There was likewife a good ddil of difiorepce to be obferved ih the faces of the cour¬ 
iers, fome for the better, fome for .the WQife; thofe who-feepiiwi: t? inake^ the moft 
important figure, were the Hetman, Moiifl; |*ariih, ^d that 
who is menimned in the fiirmcr^afCt^lliil^^lei^ bAde|:Dight of St. Alexander,^ ^ 
and chamberlain. Amoflgft ;thd 3 |td 1 ^v!' l^rindelf Of'Dalhkb^^ was diftinguiflied by : 
the order of St. Catharine,' the Empr^fs lAwA giyed her fhe wore herfelf 

before (he put on the Blue; Hef fa^ in Count Ro*. : 

moinzow’s houfe. It is faid that fhe Kb^^ his torbs,‘defirod onl]f three; 

things, his own life, and gface .for his fayduritei^ Adjutant Brigadier 

Godowitz, who is likewife underArrfift* I ^here macte,- 

partici^larly of nw fenafors, in which humbe^ yidebhiahceUor is; but I refer rayfelf 
io my next, in which I ihall tranfibt the moilj dAa^; lift 

i. Prined. 
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Prinqe MehzicoiF, after being made general in cliief, and knight of St. Andrew, was 
difpatchcd to Mofcpw on Friday evening, to proclaim the EmpreVs in the capital. 

You cannot fail, fir-, of being tired^oi this long inccJierent letter; but in hurry of 
the times, all I can do is to throw together as many particulars as come tp my know¬ 
ledge, and I truft to your indulgence for my pardon. In the mean time, havmg xe- 
ceived no orders from you fince youf letter of the 8th June, 1 fltall conclude this, with 
afluring you I am with great refpoQ:, * ' , 

^ ^ Sir, 

. Your moft humble and mofl: obedient fervant, 
' Robert Keith. . 

P. S. Bafoii' Goltz was not at coupt for want of clothes, it having been infinuated 
in the nieffage from the mailer of the cei'eraonies, that it was expe£ied he would come 
to court in other clothes than regimentals, but having none of that kind ready, he can. 
not be prefented till next court day. 

Baron Lutzon, ihe Mechlenburgh ininifter, was at court amonglt* the reft, he left 
card at my doorlaft night. Both Mulgohow and Wolkow areinarreft. 


• No. II. 

Li/ioftbeRu^mNavyhiOdoberiijy^, 

Slilps of the Lire. ' , 

Names. Pitch "W Wl a bijlt. 

X. Ezekiel - ' - gpc^fadt ^ - - i7}3 

2. Ifidor - 74—^Ditto ” - - 17,72 

3. St. Andrew • - - 74—Ditto - - 1776 

4. Clement • - 74—Ditto - - *77'^ 

5. Tchefme - - . 74—^Ditto - 1770 

6. Vladimir - - ’ 66—Ditto - - 1771 

7. Vekeflaf - - 66—Ditto - . ,*7.7^^ 

8. De Neifs ■ - - 66—^Ditto * - - 1772 

9. America - - 66—Ditto « - *773 

10. Periflaf - 66 — ^Ditto • - 1772 

11. Vfevolod - - ' 66—^Ditto - *7%#, 

12. DemitriDonfki - 66—Ditto * * ‘ ^77^ 

13. Pam and Euftada ' - 65—^Ditto - . , 1770 

14. Vi£lor * - - - 66—Ditto - - 1771 

15. Europa - « 60—^liJitto - . 176H’ 

16. Saratof • • - 66—^Ditto . - 1765 

17. Pobeda - - 65—Ditto ; - - 1770 

18. Ratiflof - - 66 —^Ditto - * - 1769 

19. Miranofitz -• - 66—^Ditto - - 1771 

20. Pobidnafovifz, rebuilding 66 —AtCronftadt. 

21. Count Orlof * - - 66 —rRcvd . . 1770 

22. Alexander ' - , - 66—Ditto - - 1772 

23. Boris and Giebb . • 66—^Ditto - - 1773 

24. Ingermanland • - , 66 —^Ditto - »- ,1773 

25. Afia 
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Ntmck. 

<15. Afia ^ I- 
a 6 . Unknown 
2Jr. Bitto 
a8. Ditto 

29. Ditto 

30. Ditto 


Guns. Station. 

' t 56 —Reyel 

- 66—Cronftadt 

66—Ditto 
66—Ditto 
66—Ditto 
66—Ditto 


Ships of the Li&o ready to launch, and building. 


V 


31. Ready to launch 

. 

Guns 'Station. 

74—^Peteriburgh 

3a. Ditto ^ - 

- 

74—^Ditto 

33. Building 

f 

74—Ditto 

34 ‘ Ready to launch 
35. Bu/Jding 


66—Ditto 


66—^Ditto 

36. Ditto - 

• 

6t3—^Ditto 

37. Ditto 


66—Ditto 

38. Ditto 

" i • 

66—Ditto 

Names. 


Frigates. 

Guns. Station, -'^ong^ 

I. St. Michael 


v^ronfladt 

9. Kallcvoi 


32—^Ditto 

3. Leeikoi 

m 

32—^Ditto V - 

4. Pofpelkoi 

m m 

32—^Ditto • 

5. Bohemia 

* 

32—Ditto- 

6. Hungaria 

m 

32—^Ditto 

7. Norupikoi 

• m 

32—^Ditto 

8. Euftatia 


32—Ditto 

9. PbraoCknoi 

- 

32—^Ditto 

• 

Frigates ready to launch, and building. 

10. Ready to launch 

- 

28—Peteriburgh 

11. St. Mark, 

. 

20—Ditto 

12. Ready to launch 


20—Ditto 

,13. Building 
>1 Diao 

' Diao . • 

m m 

20—Archangel 

. 

a 0—Ditto 

. 

20—Ditto, 


Wlien built. 

*773 

*777 

*777 

*777 

*777 

*777 


When built 

1774 

*774 

*773 

*774 

*774 

*774 

1709 

1768 

1768 


lt>rames: i. Elephant, 36 guns; 2. Unknown, 3. Leopold, 18: 4.* Barfa, 18, 
Gallies: loi at Peteriburgh j 3 at Cronftadt j an 4 5 at Revel. * 


No. 


5 
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No. III. 


Goods exported in three hundred and eighty-two Britjfli Alps in 1.777, 


Onantity. 



1,283,279 

Pood,s 

* of Iron —. 

1,104,299 

- 

Clean hemp * — 

92,950 

- 

’Outfhot d'UO — 

32,7,31 

- 

I-alf clean diito ■— 

d 4 ,OCv> 

- 

Codilla ditto 

209,902 


Twelve head flat? — 

2 5,.1.70 

- 

Nine lieacl flax — 

4,395 

- 

Six liead flux —■ 

35,627 

% 

Codilla ditto — 

S ,373 

- 

lihiglafs — * 

M,j ‘4 

7 

.Brililes 

^4 

- 

1 lides — 

2,546 

- 

Wax . — 

271,273 

- 

'I'allovv — 

21,525 

- 

OK! iron ■— 

1,157 

- 

heathers — 

7 0.838 

m 

T.n -1 — 

2,667, 


Pilch — 

», 47 .'? 


Rnfm — 

2,987 

- 

Cordage — 

35 'J 


Ilorfehair 

■ 1 2 

321b. 

Rhubarb — 

■A 

311). 

Beaver c®^ ““ 

152,854 

Aiiliiai 

1 Broad diaper — 


- 

Narrow ditto — 

^ 5 I C 

• 

Broad linen — 

1,602,7 if) 

• 

Narrow ditto — 

f, 168,440 

- 

Ci’A *— 

847,290 

- 

Drillings — 

23,429 

Pieces 

('f Fleeins — 

r, 6,64.1. 


Ravcuducks — 

^’ 5 -S 

• 

Sail-cloth ^ — 



White fox-flvins — 

5,000 

- 

Haiv-lkins ■— 


18,4-54 Tclictw ert § Linfcod 
i7,yK6 - Wheat 



V»Iu 

/■ 

d, 

365,3«4 . 

12 

.35^.375 

I 2 

27,885 

0 

9,1% 

f6 

13,441 

] 


0 

10,697 

8 

1,583 

8 

4»395 

4 

8,238 

0 

^4,.32S 

4 

10,528 

16 

6,110 

8 

119,360 

0 

1,722 

0 

925 

12 

7,083 

1 6 

402 

S 

441 

16 

C194 . 

16 

14.3 

12 

846 

8 

590 

8 

36362 

5 

5,4q2. 

16 

1,838 

22,4*38 

4 

0 

.1,842 

4 

235724 

0 

37,598 

8 

67,972 

16 

2,107 

P 

1,400 

0 

200 

0 

) 1,072 

8 

‘4,3^>8 . 

16 


* A^ood — lliiily 11:: Eui’dilii ))o;aid:!. 

!- Bdoic oui- uiduippy diipiilcs wiili (Uir coloniits, we ufod to procure oisr i>;teh und lar from Aniericz. 
In 1776 we I'nll iinportfd llicfc i;oiiiniu:l:;;rs fVnm Ruflia, Tljey were fold at li'il for only is, tiie pood ; 
blit in 1777, tar fold for in. and pitcl. at 3--. liic pood. 

An arlliiiic =: iwenty-oight inches. 

_( A tcheincrt contains 5biiflKls VVinchcilcr me.afure. ^ 
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qo6 


Value. 


Quantity. 

157,083 Deals, are about eighty thoufand dozen 

24,000 

t, 

0 

*55 

Poods of 

Potaft • — * — 

77 

8 

499 

* ■ 

Cdrraway feeds - 1 - •. — 

*49 

12 

• .226 

* Uto 

Annifeed, —- . 

90 

8 

37 » 8*7 

a-. 

Old rags, old ropes, goats* fldns, and oxen bones 

3 *a 

0 

, a 

aalb. 

Raw filk ~ •— 

57 

12 

• 5 * 

. 

Linfeed oil —• — 

15 

12 

10,424 


Horfe-tails, about two hundred pood , 

200 

0 

. 78 

- 

Mads and bowfprits, and wax candles 

1,044 

0 

205 

m 

Fox-lkin bags and weafel-lkin bags — • 

832 

0 

312 

- 

Hare-lkin bags and ikins of fquirrels — 

*5 

12 

20 

• 

Ermine Ikins —- — 

60 

0 

* 4 » 37 o 

* 

Ermine tails and fable tails, and mats 

214 

0 

57 

- 

Caviar — —. , 

34 

4 

*.413 

Arlhines 

Checked linen — 


4 


Cuftoms on exportation — 

» 

jC 1,293.0*0 

*4 

}o^y \•}6 0 7 

171,826 


Shipping charges 5 per cent. — 

64,650 12 5 




. 1,464,837 

6 

Commiffion 3 per cent. — 


43.945 

0 

Total fum of exports by Britidi ihips 

— 

1,508,78a 

6 


Goods exported by Britifh (hips at Peterfburgh, in 1777. 


Quantity. 

2,154 Poods 
214 
8,080 

11,482 . 


579 


125 

1,288 

*5 


< 


978 

o 

toS 

t,55o 

58,804 

568 

5*4 

4 (S 

'»»4%o 


f. 


of Alum —- 

Benzoin — 

Brimftone — 

Campeachy wood 
Cheefe — 

.Cochineal -- 

Coffee — 

Confcfiionary — 

Copper wrought and udwrought 
Cork — 

Coral —- 

Gum Arabic •— 

Indigo 

Lead —- 

4 Muftard «— 

. Oil — 

Olibanum 

• Pepper —• 


Value, 



£• 



ns 

8 

.... 

a.565 

0 

— 

f' 985 

12 

— ' 

4,592 

16 

— 

706 

4 

—. \ 

5040 

0 


a,o6o 

16 


61 

16 

>-> 

120 

8 

— 

660 

0 


500 

0 


129 

16 

e 

24,961 

4 

— 

21,1^ 

8 


1,36! 

12 

—v 

623 

16 

• 

92. 

0 


3.418 

16 


37 Poods 




toxu’i r^AvihS' 


I 

m attssia; ' 


907 


37 Poods of 
aai 
60 S 

S4 
683 
409 
»5>874 
60 
98 

so 6 , 8 i 6 Arfhines 
100,494 
32,412 
164,205 

*<. 7**32 

i62,Ov,7 

144,125 

45*995 
9,828 
> 6,225 
365,896 

>37*895 


Pc?Birter — 

Plates of gold and filver 
Rice — 

Sugar refined 
Ditto raw 
Sal ammoniac 
Tin * — 

Tobacco and fnuff 
Verdigreafe — 

Bays — 

Calimancoes and camblets 
Camblets — 

Cottons for printing 
Cloth fine ? 

ordinary 3 

Cottons, velvets, velverets, &c. 
Druggets — 

Flannels • — 

Phlug and (hag —• 

Shalloons — 

Tabouretts — 

Clothes ready made — 

Hats 

Linen and pHnted handkerchiefs 
Muilin and cambric 
Quilting —- 

Ribbands —~ 

Stockings $ 

Sundry filk ftufis - 

Sundry woollen ditto 
Toys and millinery 
Butter — 

Capers 

Coals — 

Chefnuts ~ 

Chryfial — 

Currants, raifins, and figs 
Cutlery and hardware 
Diamonds and precious fiones 
Earthen ware — 

Fans —• 

Frames for pictures 
Furniture —• 

Fura —- * 

Hqps —I 

Lace and ruffles 
Leather drefled and undreffed 
522 * 


value. 




/. 

... 

96 

12 


7*5^7 

0 


243 

12 

e 

— 

896 

8 


1,636 

. 4 

— 

23*398 

8 

— 

162 

8 

— 

393 

1*2 

— 

20956 

1 2 

— 

7,034 

12 

— 

6,880 

8 


7>^'^S 

0 

— 

55*642 

12 

— 

17*364 

0 


3*2*9 

12 

— 

589 

12 


1,986 

0 

— 

24,881 

12 

— 

9*652 

16 

— 

344 

4 

— 

215 

$ 

' —- 

342 

16 

— 

1,108 

, 0 

•— 

2,853 

0 

'"r*' ' 

>33 

0 


1,787 

0 

■ mmm. 

>*333 

0 

—* 

2,I3f 

• 0 


9,490 

$ 

» 

t 6 

12 


1 

8 

r— 

2*033 

12 


68 

0 


190 

4 

—- 

384 

9 


» 9 ,t 8 i 

16 

— 

5*596 

0 

— 

5,890 

12 


iq 

40 

— 

$2 

16 


312 

4 

~ ■■ 

40 

0 


24 

0 


45» 

12 


5*9 

•4 

* 

. Mathev 
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COXE*S TkAVELS IN RUSStA. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


*3' 

38 

27,316 

239,967 

3,282 

61 

*93 
^ 1,95 
3>556 
*0,793 
116 

*3 

61 


Mathematical inftruments 
Mufical inftruments 
Mohair — 

N ut# —- 

OIiv<:: • 

Paper hangings 
Pearls — 

Pencils and black lead 
Pictures and copper-plates 
Pickles — 

Pork and hams • 

Printed bookh —- 

Prunes ■— 

Stoughton's drops 
Stoi. - and marble 
S nil 9-boxes — 

1 ea — 

Tutinage — , 

vVhips and walking (licks 
Wine and mineral water 
Wood for coaches, furniture, 
Horfes — 

Dogs 

Pieces of Beaver (kins 

Bottles — 

Hogflicads Burton ale 

Coaches and harnefs 
Clocks and watches 
Dozen Cyder 
Anchors of French brandy 
Chefts of Oranges and lemoc'S 

Otter (kinr — 

Reams of Paper — 

Ancliprs of Shrub and rum 
Hogflieads of Vinegar — 

Sundry drugs and colours 
Sundry fraall articles 




• 

0_ 

*>458 

0 


45* 

16 

—- 

45 

16 


45 

8 

— 

1 

0 

— 

258 

8 


IjOor 

0 

mm- «. ^ 

674 

0 

—- 

3 ^05 

8 


37 

12 


57 

8 


607 

0 

■— 

24 

0 


*3 

4 



0 

*— 

241 

12 


35 

0 


141 

0 

— 

108 

16 

— 

434 

0 


2,070 

0 

—- 

2,920 

0 


132 

12 

~ 

27»3*<> 

0 

—— 

2,380 

8 


26,255 

0 

— 

2,084 

4 


1J,I42 

16 


154 

16 


781 

:6 

— 

5»8 i 7 

12 

— 

14,844 

4 

— 

45 

4 

— 

98 

8 

— 

147 

16 

— 

865 

0 

mmm 

590 

t6 


/;423,942 

12 
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> 

Slalc of the Rujfuin army 17S5 

I Rcgunent liorfe piianis. • 

3 Ditto fool guanls: v/,:,. Prcohra(l:in{ky, Ifinailofiky, Seinenoftky. ' 

Ihis corps is cr.ikii- tiu 1' uiand .utcn, but docs not exceed three ihoufand, <ind 
probably iiov.'!- will. 


1 Field Marlhal. \ 

I General in Chief. 

, 4 LiciitenarUGenerates. 

•-^.^lajor Ge;verais. 

I^JR egiment car.,binier.s : -tic.. Plofciti 

St'iiPeterlbiii-u,.! 


i^Divificn.—:k. Pelcrlhtirgb and PLfcof. 


NiunLcrof uiCii, olTicers included. 


1 Ditto dragoons: v. 


i Field Marfha!. 

1 Gc eral in Chiei. 

3 Lieutenant Generals. 

5 Maior tIcnerais. 

1 Rtginv'i t, i.uiralh(rs St. Goorgp , — 

10 Regimen!f;, <-ai abiniers : viz. Kiof, Tcht Sevorllv, Glukof, 

Sophiiik, I.ub'enihoy, 'I'ver, Neyinflc, Yubih, Perejoiloii, 


it, 

•“h 


cafh coiiiTlling ot 94'2 nteii 


k'cd.,- A. 


6 Regiments, li'^lit Itorfe; viz. Achtiurlk, 'imlk, Oftrogjik, 

Dulcroniik, SonitR, each conliftfng of i,'"’ Sen 

Total cavalry — " \ —, 


10 


Carry foi’ \rd 


0+2 


I'otal ci'falry * — — 

2 Regiments grenadiers: grenadiers, Sophiiik, each coit- 

iilting of 4,iSS (Uen ( — - 

14 Field region fits : %>iz. Rote , Ilelovcrfkov, PIcfverlkoy, Koporf- 
koy, Archangel, NavaginllL Rcfan, Veiikolutfky, 'J'inguiaik, 
Narva, Kexholm, Ncvflky,\Starofkollk, Negomlk, each con¬ 
fiding of 2,094 men \— _ 

Toial infant r^i — ^ 

* • 

d’otah % divilion — 

\ 

m 

2(1 Di- 'oil.— Ukraine. 


8,37f^ 


29,316 


7 -r'- 

9,420 

6,498 


2 5 I 


37,692 

40,^06 


16,660 


i6,66t,i 
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Number of men, officers included. 
Brought forward — jt6,S6o 

7 Regiments, jnfentry: viz. Tomlk, Sief, Brianfk, Elitz, Riga, 

Suzdolky, Polotfkoj, each confifting of, 2,094 men, 14><^58 

Tdial ad divifion — •— 31 >318 

, 3d Divifion.—Mo/tIKK/. 

I General in Chief. 

3 Lieutenant Generals. 

4. Major Generals. 

s Regiments, carabiniers: viz. Mofeow, Roftof, each confifling 

of 943 men — — • 1,884 

I Regiment, cuirafliers: viz. Gazan — 742 

Total of cavalry — — 


7 Regiments, infantry: viz. St. Pete'riburgh, grenadiers, -lofcow, 

grenadiers, each confining of 4,188 men —*- 8,376 

Pennlkoy, Yaroflaf, Alinopolfic, Toola, Cafan, each-onfifting 
of 2,094 men ~ — io>470 


Total infantry — — 18,846 


Total 3d divifion — 


4th Divifion .—EkaterinoJIaf d Crinifa. 

1 Field Marflial. 

1 General in Chief. 

5 Lieutenant Generals. 

11 Major Generals. 

1 Regiment, cuirafliers: viz. F.katerinoflaf — 74a 

I Rcgnnent, carabiniers; viz. Rcfan — -- 942 

. - 1,684 

9 Regiments, light horfe: viz. Paulograt^ Marinpoltk, Alexan< 
driilk, Oiivinj)ollk, Kherfon, Conf* atinogratz, Tamiginfk, 

Pultava, Ifiamfk, each confiding o^°*,c83 men —• 9>747 


Total cavalry 

11 Regiments, vL , Ekaterinoflaf, T 
nadiers, each confiding of 4, i' 
Orlof, Kodof, Viallkoy, Kurf 
each confiding of 2,094 qici^ 

'iota! infant^ 


»i, 43 « 


a, Phanagorilk, Kiof, gre- 
-•n 16,75a 

nbof, Taurichetz, Troitzk, 

— — t4,6s8 


3L4'o 


cal 4th divifion 


42,841 
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Corps cantoned from Afiracan to Tijiisy making past of the ^tS di vtfion commanded by 
1 Lieutenant General. ' Numbei of mm, oflicon iucludcc. 

5 Major Generals. * • 

2 Regiments, dragoons: wa. AilraXran, TaganroclC, each confin¬ 
ing of 1,872 men — — 

9 Regiments, infantry : iy/a. Aftracan, grenadiers * *— 4,188 

Kunitfle, Kabardinia, Mofeow, Sclenginlkoy, NI/.ol, Niflmci- * 

Novogorod, Butuirlkoy, Voropetz, each confining of 2,094 
men — —- — 1^,752 

Total — —. 24,684 


5th Divilion.— 

1 General in Chief, j 
, 1 Lieutenant General 

0 Major Generals. \ 

I Regiment, cuirafiiers: -o/V Great Duke’s — 742 

I Regiment, caiwblnicrs : vk. Kargopollk — 5)42 

4 Regiments, iidaniry : ^i/ss.yjovo^orod, SIburg, Schlufielburgh, 

TobollkjV'ach confining y 2,094 men — . 

\ 

'g\ 

yial 5th divifion — —- 


1,684 

^,376 


10,060 


6th Di’ xon.’^Vlodimir and Voronetz. 

I General in Chief, 
i Lieutenant General. 

4 Major Generals. 

2 Regiments, carabiniess: viz. Ju^" -manland, Narva, each confin¬ 
ing of 942 men • ’ - — 

2 Regiments, d’-agoons: viz. Nilhr- povogorod, Vulodiuur, eai.h 
confining of 1,872 -non ^ ‘ — 

4 Regiments, infantry; wz. Shirvan, fiof, A{ keronlkoy, Ar.of, 
each confittk,g' of 2,094 men — — 

Total 6th I T.oi. — * 14,004 

7th Divine 

1 General in Chief. 

1 Lieutenant General. 

3 Jfvlajor Generals. 

1 Regiment, life cuirafiiers — * — 74a 

2 Regiments, carabinieys: viz. . "H, Riga idi confiding of 

942 men* — \ — 1,884 

4 Regiments, infantry: wz. Siberia, grenadicjo I ' — 4,188 

Smolcnlko, Ugli% Ingerraanland, each ct^^ mg of 2,094 
men — * — 6,282 

• i ‘ 


1,88 + 

3.744 

8,376 


Total 7th divifion 


^3.096 
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Number of men, ofBcerj iucludei. 

8 th Divifion.— Tamhaf. 

I General in Chief. 

1 Lieutenant General. 

2 Major-Generals. ' - 

I Regiment, light horfe: hk.. EKzabethgratz — ‘ 1,083 

4 Regiments, iufantiy vvk, Troitzk, Lodago, Volodimir, Maromflc, 

each conlifling of 0,094 men « ““ ^»37^ 

Total 8ih Divifion 9,459 


9th Divifion .—White Rtiffia. 

1 Gcneia! in Chief. 

1 I.ieuieiiant General. 

I Major CJeiieral. 

0 Regiments, dragoons : vi:i, Smolenlko, Kiuburn, each (-.)nfifl.ing 


of 1,8; 2 men — — .— 3,744 

4 Regiments, infantry: w~.. Dnupcroplkoy, Polotikoy, T^hernigofl' 

VologoHkoy, each confiflin'>'of 2,094 men ’ — 8,37 5 


Total 9th Divifion — 12,120 


1 cth Divifion.— Orenbu^;~ 

1 T.ieutenant General. 

2 Major Generals. / 

3 Regiments, light horfe : viz. Voronetz, Pfiumfk 'krainc, each 

confiding of 1,083 — 3,^49 

2 Battalions, infantry : viz. Oi'enburg, Tfehernog -z, each confift. 

ing of 1,046 men — 2,092 


Total loth Divifi 


5,341 


CORl’d OF .;:RIA, 

1 I/ennenant General. • , 

2 Major Generals. 

1 Ri'giment, dragoons: viz. Siberia ^ — 

2 Battalions, infantry : viz. Ekateriners .rg, Scmi«poli:i, each con- 

filling of 1,046 men — ' — — 

TotaV — — 


.? 5 S J 3 
3,092 


3,9^4 


OUT TROOFS. 

12 Regiments, regular Coflacs, \ h/confiding of 9 4 2 men . 11,304 

Irregular ditto, divided iiit' gimonts of 500 each from the 
Don and the Yaic or Ur/ nee Pugatchef’s revolt) called 
Uralian Coifacks. Nuta/ .. not to be afeertained. 

^almucks^-The fame. / —- 

’ '' ' "iarry forward — >11,304 
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9*3 

, Number of men,oi!icert included 

Brought forward —ii>3v^4 

2 Battalions, grenadiers: viz. Kharcofs, ——, each confiding of 

. ^7i:..n . — — — * 2,094 

8 Battalions, fufileei^s viz. Mofcow, Karkhoff, each confifting of 

i,oa6mcn — — 8,208 

24 Battalions, chafleurs: viz. Taaritcliitis, Caucafus, Livonia, Bog, 

Bcloruflcy, Finland, c*a:h confiding ot 990 men — 23,760 


45*366 

RECAPITULATION. 



• Cavaliy. 

> 

Infantry, 

Aitillcry. 

ift Divifion 

- 2,814 


29*316 


2 . . . - 

- 16,660 

— 

14,658 


3 • - 

• 2,626 

— 

18,846 


4^ “ ", * 

11*431 

—• 

3 «* 4 »o 


Lieutenant General Potemkin’s corps 

3*744 

— 

20,940 


5 - ' - 

- 1,684 

— 

8,376 


^ - - • 

- 5,628 

— 

8*376 


7 . . - . 

- 2,626 

— 

10,470 


8 - - - 

- 1*083 

— 

8,376 


9 

3*744 

— 

12,120 


10 - - - 

3*249 


2,092 


Corps of Siberia 

1,872 

— 

2,092 


Light troops, regular - 

11,034 


34,062 


Irregular 

. - 

_ 

— 


Artillery - . - 

68,465 


201,134 

34*000 

r.. 

34 ,oco 


/ 

I’o this may be added, ninety-eight garrifon battalions of different eftablifliments, 
confifting of recruits and invalids, mixed, which do the duty of the places, no field 
regiment, excepting four for the garrifon of Peterfburgh, and two for that of Riga, 
being employed in that line. The artillery has eleven garrifon battalions for the fame 
purpoft 
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